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Union Names Football Coach and Athletic Director 

Kirk Fridrich has been named Union 
High School's new football coach and 
Steve Dunlap as the district's Athletic 
Director. Dunlap had most recently 
been the Associate AD at Union and 
Fridrich had been the head football 
coach at Owasso. 

Kirk Fridrich has been named as the new head 
football coach and assistant athletic director 
for Union Schools. He is pictured with his wife, 
Tina, and their children, Josh, standing, and 
].T. 

Before leading Owasso to the Class A 
semifinals last season, Fridrich was 
head coach at Stillwater for four years 
and a Union assistant football coach 
prior to that for nine years. 

"Coach Fridrich brings the right combi
nation to lead this program," said 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden. "He 
has a strong sense of our history and 
tradition and knows the standards of 
Union Public Schools as well as having 
successful head football coaching expe
rience in Oklahoma 6A football. His 
approach to creating a winning program 
is based on character development and 
positive leadership for our students. 
We look forward to having him take the 
Union Redskins into a successful season 
next year," she said. 

Dr. Burden is impressed with Coach 
Fridrich's understanding of the role 
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football plays in the whole school envi
ronment and says he uses athletics as a 
way to help educate students about how 
to be people of good character---good 
citizens who will be productive both 
during school and after they graduate. 

Coach Fridrich said Owasso Schools and 
the community were great to his family 
and to him and he will always appreci
ate that. "My family and I now look for
ward with great excitement and antici
pation to impacting and developing stu
dent athletes at Union," he said. 

Steve Dunlap, who 
was an award-win
ning head wrestling 
coach at Broken 
Arrow before join
ing Union as 
Assistant Athletic 
Director in 2002, is 
highly regarded in 
the district and the 
state. Steve Dunlap 

"Steve Dunlap is well respected among 
students, parents and coaches here and 
across Oklahoma," explained Dr. 
Burden. "He is very organized and will 
bring his organizational skills to a com
plicated program that serves approxi
mately 1,620 students in 24 competitive 
sports and more than 1,864 students on 
304 intramural sports teams. Steve has 
been very valuable to the district since 
he arrived," she said. 

Teacher Job Fair 
Thursday, March 29 at the UMAC 

Interviews will be conducted by 
appointment only. Reservations will 
be accepted March 12 through March 
23 . Please contact Melissa Addison 
at 357-6052 or by email at 
addison.melissa @unionps.org. 

Appointments from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
will be reserved for Union substitutes, 
interns, and certified personnel cur
rently working in support positions. 

S •11ior Matt Romine accepts a football jersey 
bearing his name during a press conference 
after he was named to the U.S. Army All· 
American Bowl West Squad. 

Senior Named to U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl 

With much fanfare and a lot of press in 
tow, the U.S. Army All-American Bowl 
Selection Tour visited Tulsa to 
announce that senior Matt Romine, a 
local prep star, was named to the U.S. 
Army All-American Bowl West Squad. 

The bowl featured the nation's top-80 
prep football players in a classic East vs. 
West match-up inside San Antonio's 
Alamodome. The bowl was televised 
live on NBC on January 8. 

Union defensive coach Mark Garner 
said, "Matt has the total package. He has 
the size - 6'7" .. 275lbs .... the intelli
gence .. makes a lot of our pass protec
tion calls ... and the leadership skills to 
play at any level. His skill level is higher 
than any player I have coached. He has 
been the anchor on the past two "State 
Championship" teams." 

Romine was a three-year starter at left 
tackle and a two-time state champion 
during 2004 and 2006. He was also the 
No. 2 rated player in the state, among 
the top-1 00 recruited players in the 
nation, Pre-Season All-State and Pre
Season All-American as a senior; and a 
three-year player on the varsity basket
ball team. 
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Union Announces 2006-
2007 Teachers of the Year 

Union Public Schools has announced its 
2006-2007 School Site Teachers of the 
Year. The District Teacher of the Year
one of the highest honors that can be 
bestowed on a Union teacher - will be 
selected February 27, 2007. 

This year's Teachers of the Year are: 
Ken Brooking, Intermediate High 
School-Science; Zondra Clunn, Union 
Alternative School-Language Arts; 
Chelle Cook, Andersen Elementary
Kindergarten; Jan Diven, Sixth Grade
Girls Physical Education; Wanda Gatlin, 
Jarman Elementary-First Grade; Beth 
Grounds, Moore Elementary-Multiage; 
judi Hill, Briarglen Elementary-First 
Grade; Anamarie Hurt, Grove Elemen
tary-Counselor; Charlotte Johnson, 
Boevers Elementary-Second Grade; Jana 
Kennedy, Darnaby Elementary-Fifth 
Grade; Linda Kincaid, Eighth Grade
Social Studies and U.S. Government; 
Heather Lipe, Clark Elementary
Language Arts Specialist; Rachel 
McNamara, Cedar Ridge Elementary
First Grade; Lisa Overstreet, McAuliffe 
Elementary-Third Grade; Mike Pearson, 
Peters Elementary-Special Education; 
Patty Scheer, Seventh Grade-Math; 
Debbie Snider, Rosa Parks Elementary
Enrichment Specialist; Paul Todd, High 
School-Social Studies/ World History I 
Sociology 

Teachers Earn National 
Board Certification 

Fifteen teachers were recognized in 
January for attaining National Board 
Certification status, including two who 
attained advanced certification. 

Teachers who received their National 
Board Certification this year include 
Connie Miller, Angela Sallee, Kerri 
Gunter, Kathy Durning, Angie 
Buckner, Sarah Barker, Doyla Davis, 
Debbie McClellan, Karen Dale, Teresa 
Hudson, Becky Harms, Debbie Baker 
and Julie Gardner. Teachers who 
received advanced certification were 
Wanda Gatlin and Linda Newkirk. 

On the Cover 

The new National Cheerleading Association 
winners - the Union Varsity Cheerleaders -
line the staircase of the new Union 
Education Service Center, 8506 E. 61st 
Street. The cheerleaders' big win and the big 
move for the service center both occurred in 
December. See related articles on this page. 

Union Public Schools has announced its 2006·2007 School Site Teachers of the Year. They are: (pic
tured left to right) front row, Anamarie Hurt, ]an Diven, Linda Kincaid, Beth Grounds, ]ana 
Kennedy, Paul Todd; back row, Rachel McNamara, Charlotte johnson, Lisa Overstreet, Patty Scheer, 
Debbie Snider, Mike Pearson, Chelle Cook, Heather Lipe, Ken Brooking and Wanda Gatlin. Not pic· 
tured are Zandra Clunn and judi Hill. 

Union Education Service Center Moves 
The Education Service Center for Union 
Public Schools moved in December, pro
viding staff more room to conduct busi
ness and paving the way for a planned 
expansion of the district's alternative 
school for sixth and seventh graders. 

The ESC is now located at 8506 E. 6lst 
Street, on 6lst and east of Memorial. 
The new main number for the district is 
(918) 357-4321. 

The move will help the district consoli
date its administrative office and pro
vide more office space. Several employ
ees have had to share space, and the old 
site had little room for file storage. 

The move also allows the district to 
remodel the old ESC complex into a 
school for alternative students which 
will include a mix of secondary students 
from sixth grade through the 12th 
grade. Work on the new school campus 
is expected to begin this spring. 

The new ESC is now home to the 
Enrollment Center, Communications, 
Curriculum Specialists, Extended Day, 
Finance, Food Services, Human 
Resources, Payroll, Pupil Accounting, 
Special Services, Support Services, 
Teaching and Learning, Technology and 
the Superintendent's office. The Board 
of Education room, several meeting 
rooms and a shared office space for the 
PTA and Foundation are also part of th 
building. 

The new address is: 
Education Service Center 

8506 E. 61st St. 
Tulsa, OK 74133-1926 

Main Number: 357-4321 
Emollment Information: 357-6215 

Extended Day: 357-6030 
Human Resources: 357-61 90 

Payroll: 3 57-6060 

Varsity Cheerleaders Win National Championship! 

The Union Varsity Cheerleaders have 
been named Grand National Champions 
after their win at the National 
Cheerleaders Association Senior and 
Junior High School National 
Championship Competition at the 
Dallas Convention Center in Dallas, 
Texas, over winter break. 

Union's score was the highest score at 
the entire competition placing the team 
ahead of 170 other cheerlcading squads, 
said Amy McCready, assistant director 
of Athletics. The squad is coached by 
Shannon Clark and Jaime Cooper. 

"The team competed in the Super Large 
Varsity division against schools from 

Texas, Illinois and Pennsylvania. The 
team placed first in the Super Large 
Varsity division with a final score of 
9.51. The score of 9.51 not only earned 
the squad a National Championship 
title, but also earned the squad the title 
of Grand National Champions," 
McCready said. 

Squads attending the competition came 
from 18 different states, including 
Kentucky, Tennessee, California and 
Florida. Union High School last wo 
the National Championship in 199.£.. 
This is the first time Union High School 
has won the honor of Grand National 
Champions. 
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Highsteppers Win 26th Consecutive State Title 
One of the 
lffiOSt 

remarkable 
winning 
streaks in 
the state's 
history con
tinued as 
the Union 
Highstep-
pers 
their 

won 
26th 

consecutive 
state title -
winning in 
the Kick, 
Jazz and 

Varsity 
P o · m 
placed first 
in the 
OSDTDA 
S t a t e 
Compe
tition and 
won sixth 
place at 
the UDA 
National 
Competi
tion in 
Orlando, 
Florida. 

"Super Saturday" 
SAT Test Prep Class 
February 24, 2007 

Union High School-Rm. 1162 & 1163 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Enrollment Fee is $30 

ACT Test 8-Night Prep Course 
Monday & Wednesday Nights 

6-8:00 p.m. - March 12, 14, 26, 28 
April 2, 4, 9 and 11, 2007 

Union High School-Rm. 1162 & 1163 
Enrollment Fee is $75 

Registration Deadline 
February 16, 2007 

Large En
s e m b I e The Union Highsteppers assemble around their trophy for winning 

the state championship for Large Ensemble for the 26th year in a 
row. 

For a com
plete list of 
honors for 

Need-based scholarships are available 
to Union Public School students. 
These classes are available to stu
dents in grades 9-12. For more infor
mation contact Lynette Foreman, 357-
6033 or you may email her at fore
man.lynette@unionps.org 

Divisions. 

Three Union soloists also placed in the 
top 10: Lauren Tallent, Gabby Johnson 
and Jenni Smith. Also, six Highsteppers 
received an Academic All-State award 
for having a 4.0 GPA and 16 with at least 
a 3.5 GPA. 

The Highsteppers, who are 26-time State 
Champions and nine-time National 
Champions, have a long history of being 
the best dance squad in the state. 

But the accolades for Union's many spir
it programs don't stop with the 
Highsteppers or the Cheerleaders, who 
were named national champions. 

NION 
Grabl-fatiol-1 Cdcbratiol-1 

Volunteers are needed to help with this 
year's Graduation Celebration which 
will be held after graduation May 11 at 
Incredible Pizza. Corporate donations 
are also being sought to help defray 
costs associated with prizes and other 
expenses. 

Graduation Celebration is a safe, drug
free, alcohol-free all-night celebration 
for graduating seniors. The activities 
will include games, drinks, food as well 
as gifts. 

Forms for donations or volunteering are 
located at the main office of Union High 
School, 6636 S. Mingo Road. For more 
information about volunteers, contact 
Alicia Conner-Todd at 252-3232 or Pam 
Yarwood 250-2367. 

these spirit 
teams and others, including JV teams 
and 6-9th grades, log on at 
www.unionps.org. 

Students line dance during the first day of the Oklahoma National Honor Society state convention 
hosted by the Intermediate High School Chapter at Union Intermediate. The event, which was held 
over two days, involved more than 200 students from around the state and more than 20 different 
schools, sponsor Debbie Mooney said. 

Time To Check On Proficiency-Based 
Promotion Testing Dates 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) pro
vides the opportunity for students to 
move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course and/ or 
grade level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student 
Skills (PASS) objectives. Proficiency
Based Promotion is intended to serve 
those students enrolled in Union Public 
Schools whose needs cannot be met by 
following the traditional timetable and 
sequence but who require promotion 
beyond current placement. 

During each school year, Union students 
have two opportunities to participate in 
the process. Testing will occur at each 
school during the month of April. 
Please contact your child's counselor to 
request an application and to learn 
when testing will be administered at 
that site. The second opportunity for 
testing will be during the summer in 
July. The schedule for summer testing 
will be published before the school year 
concludes. 
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New Programs Enrich District Students on All Levels 

New 6th/7th Grade Program to 
Engage Youth 

in Activities After School 

Educators at the Union 6th/7th Grade 
Center launched a new program in 
January providing free activities for stu
dents after school that they hope will 
lead to student success in the class
room. 

The program is called ESCAPE - Engaged 
Students Caught Actively Participating 
in Education - and aims to provide activ
ities for middle school-aged students 
after school while their parents are at 
work. 

ESCAPE is the brainchild of Assistant 
Principal Gena Taylor who wants to pro
vide students who do not have any adult 
supervision after school with activities 
that will not only engage them but even
tually improve their education. 

''I'm trying to keep these kids engaged 
in some free activities to keep them 
from being home unsupervised," Taylor 
aid, citing figures that 34 percent of all 
tudents in grades 6-8 nationwide are 

home alone after school. 

Under ESCAPE, a volunteer would serve 
as a family leader for about six students, 
spending 15 to 20 minutes each 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon, get
ting to know the students. The family 
leader would then turn the children over 
to other volunteers, who would serve as 
activity leaders for 45 minutes. During 
this period, volunteers would work with 
students in such activities as dance, bas
ketball, chess, arts & crafts, swimming, 
technology club, soccer and more. 
Principal Steve Pittman has said he 
might even volunteer time and teach 
scuba diving. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 8506 E. 
61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. It is issued 
to patrons of the Union Public School District 
free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-
~thell is Communications E;xecutive Director/ 

editor. The Communicator staff includes 
janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike 
Yore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 8506 E. 61st Street, Tulsa, OK 
74133-1926, or call 357-6015. 

More than 60 students signed up for the 
initial kick-off and more are expected. 
"We really need people in the communi
ty who can donate some time," Taylor 
said, noting some teachers have agreed 
to donate time and work with students 
as well. But they need more help. 

If you would like to donate your time as 
a volunteer or learn more about the pro
gram, please contact Gena Taylor at 
459-2730 or by e-mail at taylor.gena@ 
unionps.org. Taylor said she would also 
welcome opportunities to speak to local 
civic organizations. 

Eighth Grade Adds Two After
School Programs 

Two after-school programs at the Union 
Eighth Grade Center are providing aca
demic enrichment for several students, 
Principal Tim Neller said. 

On Thursday, students meet with teach
ers Roxanne Eesley and linda Brooks 
for a book club. The students all read 
the same book and discuss their 
impressions about what they have read. 

After school on Friday, students meet 
with teacher Lisa Malone for a creative 
writing workshop . Students get the 
chance to write stories and poems 
which they share with the class as well 
as learn about the different techniques 
involved in writing. 

The 8th Grade Center also offers free 
periodic seminars to parents. Educators 
from the school take turns presenting a 
topic of interest- usually two per work
shop. Parents are invited to attend the 
workshop, which includes refreshments 
between presentations. 

One recent seminar was called "Girls 
Will Be Girls and Boys Will Be Boys." 
This class offered insight on the differ
ences in brain activity between girls and 
boys at the adolescent level. 

Food 4 Kids Program 
Under Way at Clark 

A new program called Food 4 Kids is 
under way to help combat hunger at 
home. 

"Food 4 Kids provides nonperishable 
snacks and fresh fruit for 60 students 
at Clark to use as snacks for the week
end," Assistant Principal Lindsay West 
said. "Snacks are placed in students' 

backpacks during their lunch time on 
Fridays or the day before vacation days. 
Snacks that are provided include fresh 
fruit, pudding, nonperishable milk, 
crackers and so forth." 

Volunteer Carol Friesen picks up the 
food from the Tulsa Community Food 
Bank, sorts it, and places it in all of the 
students' backpacks, West said. 

"Students are chosen for this program 
based on need," West said. "There is 
currently a waiting list as well. About 
93 percent of the students at Clark qual
ify for free/reduced lunch." 

Studies show that children who are well 
nourished not only have healthier lives 
but do better in school. This program is 
important because not every child 
receives enough nourishment, added 
West, pointing to a recent survey that 
showed Oklahoma had ranked number 
one in hunger among the states in 2005. 

Helping to get the program moving, 
staff helped Friesen in a "pack-a-thon" 
on January 20 to sort and pack the food. 

Struggling Students Succeed 
Thanks to Guided Study Hall 

Guided Study Hall, a new program 
under way at Union Intermediate High 
School is helping struggling students 
improve their performance with special
ized tutoring sessions. 

The program has already helped one 
student, who was failing all of her 
courses in September because her home 
life would not permit her to get her 
homework done, Academic Assistant 
Principal Lisa Witcher said. 

The young girl, who is a member of a 
family of five living in a one-room apart
ment, could not complete her work and 
was failing, Witcher said, but thanks to 
Guided Study Hall, she is turning her 
grades around. 

"Guided Study is a program we began 
this school year after two of our teach
ers and administrators attended a con
ference in St. Louis over Professional 
Learning Communities," Witcher said. 

Guided Study Hall runs from l p.m. 
through 5 p.m. in the library and is 
monitored by a paraprofessional whose 
first gift is the ability to connect with 
young people. 
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2006 Graduate Named 
AP National Scholar 

Jacob Lambert who graduated from 
Union High School in 2006, has been 
named an AP State Scholar and an AP 
National Scholar - the highest honors 
that can be bestowed on an Advanced 
Placement student. Only two students 
are recognized as being AP State 
Scholars - one boy and one girl. The 
College Board made the announcement, 
citing numerous Union students who 
received AP honors including five other 
students who were named National AP 
Scholars. 

Lambert was also named an AP Scholar 
with Distinction, an award he had won 
previously, adding to a list of honors 
and accolades which include being 
named a Robert C. Byrd Scholar and All
State Academic Award winner, as well 
as a National Merit Scholar. Lambert is 
a double major in chemistry and 
physics with a minor in math at the 
University of Oklahoma. 

Five other graduates were named 
National AP Scholars. Those students 
include Timothy 1- Bostelmann, Kyle 
R. Dunn, Colin D. Paul, Ryan C. Paul 
and Ian J. Peake. 

Students Win State Chess 
Titles for 8th Grade Center 

Drew Cottrill was named 8th Grade Co
Champion at the Oklahoma State Grade 
Chess Championship Tournament. 
Fellow 8th grader David Chui placed 
fourth in the tournament. However 
together, Cottrill and Chui earned their 
school the 8th Grade State Team 
Championship title. For the team title, 
the tournament directors add the top
three players' scores from each team, 
and Union won with only two players. 

High School students Brandon johnson and 
Brock Landers show off their temperate 
biome project of Mount Rushmore that they 
created in Wayne Morton's environmental sci
ence class. In the project, students were asked 
to create biome projects that could include 
specific animals, climate, vegetation, temper
ature, precipitation or national landmarks, 
along with written and oral reports. A biome 
is an area of land or water where the climat
ic conditions, plant and animal life have 
developed distinct characteristics - such as 
the outback, grasslands or, in this case, the 
area around Mount Rushmore. 

Baby Rooms Helping 
Union Students Graduate 

Grove and Cedar Ridge are helping 
young mothers graduate from Union 
High School by providing a room and 
care for their babies. 

Union High School students drop their 
infants off at 8:00 a.m. at the baby 
rooms and pick them up around 3:00 
p.m. This arrangement enables the stu
dents to attend classes and graduate 
with their class. Community Action 
Project runs the program and rents a 
classroom from Union. A certified 
teacher and two assistants care for up 
to eight babies, newborns through age 
three, while their mothers are in class. 
The program runs on the same calendar 
as Union Public Schools. 

These two have a lot in 
common. First, of 
course, Andrew, left, 
and john Zafares are 
twins. They are both 
former Union art 
teachers and now they 
are both school 
resource officers 
through the Tulsa 
Police Department at 
the Union 6th/ 7th 
Grade Center. The two 
JOm Tulsa Police 
Officers jerad Lindsey 
and Don Chandler. The 
officers help with secu
rity but also make a 
point of befriending 
students so they 
become comfortable 
with law enforcement. 

Spirit of Service Award 

The Union High School Student Council 
has received the Spirit of Service Award 
from the Oklahoma Association of 
Student Councils Conference. The 
award was announced recently during 
the 66th annual OASC state conference. 

"The students were honored for their 
organization of the Woodland Terrace 
Senior Citizens Prom at Woodland 
Terrace Senior Living Center," Assistant 
Principal Denise Vaniadis said. 

Each year, Leadership students at the 
Hlgh School plan and organize a dance 
and dinner for the residents. During the 
prom, students socialize and even 
dance with the residents; the event cul
minates with the naming of a senior 
prom king and queen. 

"We weren't sure they would let us win 
because we had just created the award 
ourselves last year so it was a good sur
prise," Vaniadis explained. 

Union Students Cited 
for Choir Skills 

Eight Union High School students were 
selected for All-State Chorus. They were 
part of special choruses which per
formed for music and choral educators 
in January. 

Michelle Reynolds and Katherine 
Wooten were named to the Oklahoma 
Music Educators Association Mixed 
Chorus, while Lydia Gray, Bethany 
Ross, Allie Dossman and Kim Stewart 
were named to the Women's Oklahoma 
Choral Director's Association. 

In addition, senior Michelle Reynolds 
was selected for All-State Jazz Choir (24 
students selected from across the state 
out of more than 600 who audition) and 
gave up her spot in the All-State Mixed 
Chorus to perform in the All-State Jazz 
Quartet with the All-State Jazz Band. 
Reynolds was the only Union student 
who was selected for All-State Jazz 
Choir. 

"These students participate with their 
respective All-State organizations in 
January of 2007," Ed Tackett, Director 
of Fine Arts, stated. "These are very 
select groups and the competition is 
intense. All-State membership is the 
highest state level award that our vocal
ists can receive. We are very proud of 
these students for achieving this honor 
and representing Union's music depart
ment." 
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Cedar Ridge 
graders show off their 
glee after winning sec
ond place during an aca- ~~_,....,;.; 
demic meet in Owasso. 
They are picrured with 
their coaches, fourth 
grade teacher Kari Eddy 
and encirchment special
ist Cherry Redus. The 
winner of the meet was a 
team from Jarman. The 
following day at a sepa
rate meet, a Cedar Ridge 
team won first place and 
a Jarman team won sec
ond place. "I think Union 
Public Schools can be 
proud of the Academic 
bowl teams from both 
Cedar Ridge and 
Jarman," Redus said. 

McAuliffe fifth 
grade teacher 
Chrisry Thompson 
shows Connor 
Moynihan, le(r, and 
].]. Gibbs how ro 
sritch a design into 
a quilt square. The 
acriviry was one of 
many McAuliffe 
fi(rh graders par
ticipated in as they 
learned about colo
nial rimes. Srudents 
rotated to a differ
ent classroom each 
day and learned 
something new 
about the rime peri
od - from making 
models of ships or 
of Jamestown, to 
building a house 
with a thatched 
roof. 

Fifth grade lads and 
lassies from Darnaby 
learned about Brirish 
culture after visiting 
with rwo blokes, Russell 
Hill and Dan Langdon, 
seen here teaching the 
students the Scotrish 
song, "My Bonnie Lies 

iiiiJiiiiiij Over the Ocean." 
Students experienced 
the Brirish and Scottish 
culrure eating digestives 
and sipping tea as the 
Queen would as they lis
tened to the guests talk 
about life in Great 
Brirain. Hill and 
Langdon taught the stu
dents new words, cus
toms and songs that are 
unique to the British cui
cure. 

A representa
tive from 
Paragon Films, 
Inc., sorts 
through coats 
that the busi
ness donated to 
Rosa Parks 
children. A 
new business 
partner, 
Paragon Films, 
wanted to 
donate coats ro 
the school, and 
educators 
worked with 
the business to 
identify 2 3 chil
dren who 
received free 
coats. 
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From the Bementaries 

Jordan Matthews and Madison Berberet speak out 
on "International Speak Pirate Day" for the morn
ing announcements at Peters Elementary School. 

Tulsa Mayor Kathy Taylor reads the book "Snippy 
and Snappy" to Clark kindergarten srudents as 
parr of new mentoring program she launched to 
encourage more Tu/sans to mentor ro young peo
ple with the aim of providing them with positive 
attention and supporr_ A(rer reading the book, she 
gave the book, which she had autographed, to the 
school's media center and visited with the srudents. 

Moore first 
graders had a lot 
to look up to 
recently when 

....:IIR------'1 they shared 
some courr rime 
with members of 
the Union varsiry 
basketball team. 
No doubt they 
were thinking 
that someday 
they will be in 
their place and 
other kids will 
look up to them. 
The first graders 
picrured (le(r to 
right) include 
Brett Forrester, 
Max Chapman, 
Davon Koger, 
Tyler Wallace 
and Ridge 

Briarglen helped kick off Oklahoma's lOOth 
birthday by inviting a team of Oklahoma 
authors, Bill and Carol Wallace, to visit with 
srudents. Bill Wallace, picrured here, shared 
stories while his wife presented a slide show 
to other srudents in the media center. 
Srudents also had an opporruniry to receive 
an autogrpahed paperback book from the 
authors. 

Andersen enrichment specialist Linda 
Snowbarger and students Jake Denne, 
Sammy Mitchell, Jacob Greene, Blake Gunter 
and Kelsey Owens (back to front) investigate 
the pares of a computer. Parent volunteer 
Tim Silvey has been working with the class to 
show them how the inner pares of a computer 
work, providing pieces for the srudents to 
compare. He makes regular trips to class to 
share his expertise as well. 

Grove kinder-
gartner jose 
Gonzalez takes 
his Union spirit 
seriously. With 
the help of his 
dad, Gonzalez 
surprised his 
teacher Shelly 
Cosby, le(r, and 
his classmates 
with his new 
haircut sparring 
the Union 
Redskins logo 
shaved into the 
back of his head! 
"We thought that 
was pretty cool," 
Principal Angela 
Bauer said. 

II 

Meet Rosa Parks, Pocahontas and Clara 
Barron - famous women in history - as por
trayed by Jarman second graders Danielle 
Ba/trip, Paige Hill and Ashley Gonzalez. The 
project, "Bringing Biographies to Life," was 
possible thanks to a grant from the Union 
Schools Education Foundation, explained 
media specialist Jessica Hilton, who wrote the 
grant request. In the program, srudents 
research famous people by reading biogra
phies and wriring speeches from that person's 
point of view. Then, the srudents present their 
speeches to another second grade class 
dressed up as their famous person. 

Mahenwahdose, featuring ]ehnean 
Washington and Will Hill, performs and acts 
out the story of American pioneers Lewis and 
Clark as they trek through the American 
wilderness in 1804. The performance for 
third, fourth and fi(rh graders at Boevers was 
parr of an Oklahoma Arcs Council presenta
tion. Mahenwahdose was the first American 
Indian group to perform at the new National 
Museum of American Indians at the 
Smithsonian. 
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New Programs Enrich District Students on All Levels 

New 6th/7th Grade Program to 
Engage Youth 

in Activities After School 

Educators at the Union 6th/7th Grade 
Center launched a new program in 
January providing free activities for stu
dents after school that they hope will 
lead to student success in the class
room. 

The program is called ESCAPE - Engaged 
Students Caught Actively Participating 
in Education - and aims to provide activ
ities for middle school-aged students 
after school while their parents are at 
work. 

ESCAPE is the brainchild of Assistant 
Principal Gena Taylor who wants to pro
vide students who do not have any adult 
supervision after school with activities 
that will not only engage them but even
tually improve their education. 

''I'm trying to keep these kids engaged 
in some free activities to keep them 
from being home unsupervised," Taylor 
aid, citing figures that 34 percent of all 
tudents in grades 6-8 nationwide are 

home alone after school. 

Under ESCAPE, a volunteer would serve 
as a family leader for about six students, 
spending 15 to 20 minutes each 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoon, get
ting to know the students. The family 
leader would then turn the children over 
to other volunteers, who would serve as 
activity leaders for 45 minutes. During 
this period, volunteers would work with 
students in such activities as dance, bas
ketball, chess, arts & crafts, swimming, 
technology club, soccer and more. 
Principal Steve Pittman has said he 
might even volunteer time and teach 
scuba diving. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 8506 E. 
61st Street, Tulsa, OK 74133-1926. It is issued 
to patrons of the Union Public School District 
free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-
~thell is Communications E;xecutive Director/ 

editor. The Communicator staff includes 
janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike 
Yore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 8506 E. 61st Street, Tulsa, OK 
74133-1926, or call 357-6015. 

More than 60 students signed up for the 
initial kick-off and more are expected. 
"We really need people in the communi
ty who can donate some time," Taylor 
said, noting some teachers have agreed 
to donate time and work with students 
as well. But they need more help. 

If you would like to donate your time as 
a volunteer or learn more about the pro
gram, please contact Gena Taylor at 
459-2730 or by e-mail at taylor.gena@ 
unionps.org. Taylor said she would also 
welcome opportunities to speak to local 
civic organizations. 

Eighth Grade Adds Two After
School Programs 

Two after-school programs at the Union 
Eighth Grade Center are providing aca
demic enrichment for several students, 
Principal Tim Neller said. 

On Thursday, students meet with teach
ers Roxanne Eesley and linda Brooks 
for a book club. The students all read 
the same book and discuss their 
impressions about what they have read. 

After school on Friday, students meet 
with teacher Lisa Malone for a creative 
writing workshop . Students get the 
chance to write stories and poems 
which they share with the class as well 
as learn about the different techniques 
involved in writing. 

The 8th Grade Center also offers free 
periodic seminars to parents. Educators 
from the school take turns presenting a 
topic of interest- usually two per work
shop. Parents are invited to attend the 
workshop, which includes refreshments 
between presentations. 

One recent seminar was called "Girls 
Will Be Girls and Boys Will Be Boys." 
This class offered insight on the differ
ences in brain activity between girls and 
boys at the adolescent level. 

Food 4 Kids Program 
Under Way at Clark 

A new program called Food 4 Kids is 
under way to help combat hunger at 
home. 

"Food 4 Kids provides nonperishable 
snacks and fresh fruit for 60 students 
at Clark to use as snacks for the week
end," Assistant Principal Lindsay West 
said. "Snacks are placed in students' 

backpacks during their lunch time on 
Fridays or the day before vacation days. 
Snacks that are provided include fresh 
fruit, pudding, nonperishable milk, 
crackers and so forth." 

Volunteer Carol Friesen picks up the 
food from the Tulsa Community Food 
Bank, sorts it, and places it in all of the 
students' backpacks, West said. 

"Students are chosen for this program 
based on need," West said. "There is 
currently a waiting list as well. About 
93 percent of the students at Clark qual
ify for free/reduced lunch." 

Studies show that children who are well 
nourished not only have healthier lives 
but do better in school. This program is 
important because not every child 
receives enough nourishment, added 
West, pointing to a recent survey that 
showed Oklahoma had ranked number 
one in hunger among the states in 2005. 

Helping to get the program moving, 
staff helped Friesen in a "pack-a-thon" 
on January 20 to sort and pack the food. 

Struggling Students Succeed 
Thanks to Guided Study Hall 

Guided Study Hall, a new program 
under way at Union Intermediate High 
School is helping struggling students 
improve their performance with special
ized tutoring sessions. 

The program has already helped one 
student, who was failing all of her 
courses in September because her home 
life would not permit her to get her 
homework done, Academic Assistant 
Principal Lisa Witcher said. 

The young girl, who is a member of a 
family of five living in a one-room apart
ment, could not complete her work and 
was failing, Witcher said, but thanks to 
Guided Study Hall, she is turning her 
grades around. 

"Guided Study is a program we began 
this school year after two of our teach
ers and administrators attended a con
ference in St. Louis over Professional 
Learning Communities," Witcher said. 

Guided Study Hall runs from l p.m. 
through 5 p.m. in the library and is 
monitored by a paraprofessional whose 
first gift is the ability to connect with 
young people. 
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2006 Graduate Named 
AP National Scholar 

Jacob Lambert who graduated from 
Union High School in 2006, has been 
named an AP State Scholar and an AP 
National Scholar - the highest honors 
that can be bestowed on an Advanced 
Placement student. Only two students 
are recognized as being AP State 
Scholars - one boy and one girl. The 
College Board made the announcement, 
citing numerous Union students who 
received AP honors including five other 
students who were named National AP 
Scholars. 

Lambert was also named an AP Scholar 
with Distinction, an award he had won 
previously, adding to a list of honors 
and accolades which include being 
named a Robert C. Byrd Scholar and All
State Academic Award winner, as well 
as a National Merit Scholar. Lambert is 
a double major in chemistry and 
physics with a minor in math at the 
University of Oklahoma. 

Five other graduates were named 
National AP Scholars. Those students 
include Timothy 1- Bostelmann, Kyle 
R. Dunn, Colin D. Paul, Ryan C. Paul 
and Ian J. Peake. 

Students Win State Chess 
Titles for 8th Grade Center 

Drew Cottrill was named 8th Grade Co
Champion at the Oklahoma State Grade 
Chess Championship Tournament. 
Fellow 8th grader David Chui placed 
fourth in the tournament. However 
together, Cottrill and Chui earned their 
school the 8th Grade State Team 
Championship title. For the team title, 
the tournament directors add the top
three players' scores from each team, 
and Union won with only two players. 

High School students Brandon johnson and 
Brock Landers show off their temperate 
biome project of Mount Rushmore that they 
created in Wayne Morton's environmental sci
ence class. In the project, students were asked 
to create biome projects that could include 
specific animals, climate, vegetation, temper
ature, precipitation or national landmarks, 
along with written and oral reports. A biome 
is an area of land or water where the climat
ic conditions, plant and animal life have 
developed distinct characteristics - such as 
the outback, grasslands or, in this case, the 
area around Mount Rushmore. 

Baby Rooms Helping 
Union Students Graduate 

Grove and Cedar Ridge are helping 
young mothers graduate from Union 
High School by providing a room and 
care for their babies. 

Union High School students drop their 
infants off at 8:00 a.m. at the baby 
rooms and pick them up around 3:00 
p.m. This arrangement enables the stu
dents to attend classes and graduate 
with their class. Community Action 
Project runs the program and rents a 
classroom from Union. A certified 
teacher and two assistants care for up 
to eight babies, newborns through age 
three, while their mothers are in class. 
The program runs on the same calendar 
as Union Public Schools. 

These two have a lot in 
common. First, of 
course, Andrew, left, 
and john Zafares are 
twins. They are both 
former Union art 
teachers and now they 
are both school 
resource officers 
through the Tulsa 
Police Department at 
the Union 6th/ 7th 
Grade Center. The two 
JOm Tulsa Police 
Officers jerad Lindsey 
and Don Chandler. The 
officers help with secu
rity but also make a 
point of befriending 
students so they 
become comfortable 
with law enforcement. 

Spirit of Service Award 

The Union High School Student Council 
has received the Spirit of Service Award 
from the Oklahoma Association of 
Student Councils Conference. The 
award was announced recently during 
the 66th annual OASC state conference. 

"The students were honored for their 
organization of the Woodland Terrace 
Senior Citizens Prom at Woodland 
Terrace Senior Living Center," Assistant 
Principal Denise Vaniadis said. 

Each year, Leadership students at the 
Hlgh School plan and organize a dance 
and dinner for the residents. During the 
prom, students socialize and even 
dance with the residents; the event cul
minates with the naming of a senior 
prom king and queen. 

"We weren't sure they would let us win 
because we had just created the award 
ourselves last year so it was a good sur
prise," Vaniadis explained. 

Union Students Cited 
for Choir Skills 

Eight Union High School students were 
selected for All-State Chorus. They were 
part of special choruses which per
formed for music and choral educators 
in January. 

Michelle Reynolds and Katherine 
Wooten were named to the Oklahoma 
Music Educators Association Mixed 
Chorus, while Lydia Gray, Bethany 
Ross, Allie Dossman and Kim Stewart 
were named to the Women's Oklahoma 
Choral Director's Association. 

In addition, senior Michelle Reynolds 
was selected for All-State Jazz Choir (24 
students selected from across the state 
out of more than 600 who audition) and 
gave up her spot in the All-State Mixed 
Chorus to perform in the All-State Jazz 
Quartet with the All-State Jazz Band. 
Reynolds was the only Union student 
who was selected for All-State Jazz 
Choir. 

"These students participate with their 
respective All-State organizations in 
January of 2007," Ed Tackett, Director 
of Fine Arts, stated. "These are very 
select groups and the competition is 
intense. All-State membership is the 
highest state level award that our vocal
ists can receive. We are very proud of 
these students for achieving this honor 
and representing Union's music depart
ment." 
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Union Announces 2006-
2007 Teachers of the Year 

Union Public Schools has announced its 
2006-2007 School Site Teachers of the 
Year. The District Teacher of the Year
one of the highest honors that can be 
bestowed on a Union teacher - will be 
selected February 27, 2007. 

This year's Teachers of the Year are: 
Ken Brooking, Intermediate High 
School-Science; Zondra Clunn, Union 
Alternative School-Language Arts; 
Chelle Cook, Andersen Elementary
Kindergarten; Jan Diven, Sixth Grade
Girls Physical Education; Wanda Gatlin, 
Jarman Elementary-First Grade; Beth 
Grounds, Moore Elementary-Multiage; 
judi Hill, Briarglen Elementary-First 
Grade; Anamarie Hurt, Grove Elemen
tary-Counselor; Charlotte Johnson, 
Boevers Elementary-Second Grade; Jana 
Kennedy, Darnaby Elementary-Fifth 
Grade; Linda Kincaid, Eighth Grade
Social Studies and U.S. Government; 
Heather Lipe, Clark Elementary
Language Arts Specialist; Rachel 
McNamara, Cedar Ridge Elementary
First Grade; Lisa Overstreet, McAuliffe 
Elementary-Third Grade; Mike Pearson, 
Peters Elementary-Special Education; 
Patty Scheer, Seventh Grade-Math; 
Debbie Snider, Rosa Parks Elementary
Enrichment Specialist; Paul Todd, High 
School-Social Studies/ World History I 
Sociology 

Teachers Earn National 
Board Certification 

Fifteen teachers were recognized in 
January for attaining National Board 
Certification status, including two who 
attained advanced certification. 

Teachers who received their National 
Board Certification this year include 
Connie Miller, Angela Sallee, Kerri 
Gunter, Kathy Durning, Angie 
Buckner, Sarah Barker, Doyla Davis, 
Debbie McClellan, Karen Dale, Teresa 
Hudson, Becky Harms, Debbie Baker 
and Julie Gardner. Teachers who 
received advanced certification were 
Wanda Gatlin and Linda Newkirk. 

On the Cover 

The new National Cheerleading Association 
winners - the Union Varsity Cheerleaders -
line the staircase of the new Union 
Education Service Center, 8506 E. 61st 
Street. The cheerleaders' big win and the big 
move for the service center both occurred in 
December. See related articles on this page. 

Union Public Schools has announced its 2006·2007 School Site Teachers of the Year. They are: (pic
tured left to right) front row, Anamarie Hurt, ]an Diven, Linda Kincaid, Beth Grounds, ]ana 
Kennedy, Paul Todd; back row, Rachel McNamara, Charlotte johnson, Lisa Overstreet, Patty Scheer, 
Debbie Snider, Mike Pearson, Chelle Cook, Heather Lipe, Ken Brooking and Wanda Gatlin. Not pic· 
tured are Zandra Clunn and judi Hill. 

Union Education Service Center Moves 
The Education Service Center for Union 
Public Schools moved in December, pro
viding staff more room to conduct busi
ness and paving the way for a planned 
expansion of the district's alternative 
school for sixth and seventh graders. 

The ESC is now located at 8506 E. 6lst 
Street, on 6lst and east of Memorial. 
The new main number for the district is 
(918) 357-4321. 

The move will help the district consoli
date its administrative office and pro
vide more office space. Several employ
ees have had to share space, and the old 
site had little room for file storage. 

The move also allows the district to 
remodel the old ESC complex into a 
school for alternative students which 
will include a mix of secondary students 
from sixth grade through the 12th 
grade. Work on the new school campus 
is expected to begin this spring. 

The new ESC is now home to the 
Enrollment Center, Communications, 
Curriculum Specialists, Extended Day, 
Finance, Food Services, Human 
Resources, Payroll, Pupil Accounting, 
Special Services, Support Services, 
Teaching and Learning, Technology and 
the Superintendent's office. The Board 
of Education room, several meeting 
rooms and a shared office space for the 
PTA and Foundation are also part of th 
building. 

The new address is: 
Education Service Center 

8506 E. 61st St. 
Tulsa, OK 74133-1926 

Main Number: 357-4321 
Emollment Information: 357-6215 

Extended Day: 357-6030 
Human Resources: 357-61 90 

Payroll: 3 57-6060 

Varsity Cheerleaders Win National Championship! 

The Union Varsity Cheerleaders have 
been named Grand National Champions 
after their win at the National 
Cheerleaders Association Senior and 
Junior High School National 
Championship Competition at the 
Dallas Convention Center in Dallas, 
Texas, over winter break. 

Union's score was the highest score at 
the entire competition placing the team 
ahead of 170 other cheerlcading squads, 
said Amy McCready, assistant director 
of Athletics. The squad is coached by 
Shannon Clark and Jaime Cooper. 

"The team competed in the Super Large 
Varsity division against schools from 

Texas, Illinois and Pennsylvania. The 
team placed first in the Super Large 
Varsity division with a final score of 
9.51. The score of 9.51 not only earned 
the squad a National Championship 
title, but also earned the squad the title 
of Grand National Champions," 
McCready said. 

Squads attending the competition came 
from 18 different states, including 
Kentucky, Tennessee, California and 
Florida. Union High School last wo 
the National Championship in 199.£.. 
This is the first time Union High School 
has won the honor of Grand National 
Champions. 
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Highsteppers Win 26th Consecutive State Title 
One of the 
lffiOSt 

remarkable 
winning 
streaks in 
the state's 
history con
tinued as 
the Union 
Highstep-
pers 
their 

won 
26th 

consecutive 
state title -
winning in 
the Kick, 
Jazz and 

Varsity 
P o · m 
placed first 
in the 
OSDTDA 
S t a t e 
Compe
tition and 
won sixth 
place at 
the UDA 
National 
Competi
tion in 
Orlando, 
Florida. 

"Super Saturday" 
SAT Test Prep Class 
February 24, 2007 

Union High School-Rm. 1162 & 1163 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Enrollment Fee is $30 

ACT Test 8-Night Prep Course 
Monday & Wednesday Nights 

6-8:00 p.m. - March 12, 14, 26, 28 
April 2, 4, 9 and 11, 2007 

Union High School-Rm. 1162 & 1163 
Enrollment Fee is $75 

Registration Deadline 
February 16, 2007 

Large En
s e m b I e The Union Highsteppers assemble around their trophy for winning 

the state championship for Large Ensemble for the 26th year in a 
row. 

For a com
plete list of 
honors for 

Need-based scholarships are available 
to Union Public School students. 
These classes are available to stu
dents in grades 9-12. For more infor
mation contact Lynette Foreman, 357-
6033 or you may email her at fore
man.lynette@unionps.org 

Divisions. 

Three Union soloists also placed in the 
top 10: Lauren Tallent, Gabby Johnson 
and Jenni Smith. Also, six Highsteppers 
received an Academic All-State award 
for having a 4.0 GPA and 16 with at least 
a 3.5 GPA. 

The Highsteppers, who are 26-time State 
Champions and nine-time National 
Champions, have a long history of being 
the best dance squad in the state. 

But the accolades for Union's many spir
it programs don't stop with the 
Highsteppers or the Cheerleaders, who 
were named national champions. 

NION 
Grabl-fatiol-1 Cdcbratiol-1 

Volunteers are needed to help with this 
year's Graduation Celebration which 
will be held after graduation May 11 at 
Incredible Pizza. Corporate donations 
are also being sought to help defray 
costs associated with prizes and other 
expenses. 

Graduation Celebration is a safe, drug
free, alcohol-free all-night celebration 
for graduating seniors. The activities 
will include games, drinks, food as well 
as gifts. 

Forms for donations or volunteering are 
located at the main office of Union High 
School, 6636 S. Mingo Road. For more 
information about volunteers, contact 
Alicia Conner-Todd at 252-3232 or Pam 
Yarwood 250-2367. 

these spirit 
teams and others, including JV teams 
and 6-9th grades, log on at 
www.unionps.org. 

Students line dance during the first day of the Oklahoma National Honor Society state convention 
hosted by the Intermediate High School Chapter at Union Intermediate. The event, which was held 
over two days, involved more than 200 students from around the state and more than 20 different 
schools, sponsor Debbie Mooney said. 

Time To Check On Proficiency-Based 
Promotion Testing Dates 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) pro
vides the opportunity for students to 
move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course and/ or 
grade level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student 
Skills (PASS) objectives. Proficiency
Based Promotion is intended to serve 
those students enrolled in Union Public 
Schools whose needs cannot be met by 
following the traditional timetable and 
sequence but who require promotion 
beyond current placement. 

During each school year, Union students 
have two opportunities to participate in 
the process. Testing will occur at each 
school during the month of April. 
Please contact your child's counselor to 
request an application and to learn 
when testing will be administered at 
that site. The second opportunity for 
testing will be during the summer in 
July. The schedule for summer testing 
will be published before the school year 
concludes. 
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Union Names Football Coach and Athletic Director 

Kirk Fridrich has been named Union 
High School's new football coach and 
Steve Dunlap as the district's Athletic 
Director. Dunlap had most recently 
been the Associate AD at Union and 
Fridrich had been the head football 
coach at Owasso. 

Kirk Fridrich has been named as the new head 
football coach and assistant athletic director 
for Union Schools. He is pictured with his wife, 
Tina, and their children, Josh, standing, and 
].T. 

Before leading Owasso to the Class A 
semifinals last season, Fridrich was 
head coach at Stillwater for four years 
and a Union assistant football coach 
prior to that for nine years. 

"Coach Fridrich brings the right combi
nation to lead this program," said 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden. "He 
has a strong sense of our history and 
tradition and knows the standards of 
Union Public Schools as well as having 
successful head football coaching expe
rience in Oklahoma 6A football. His 
approach to creating a winning program 
is based on character development and 
positive leadership for our students. 
We look forward to having him take the 
Union Redskins into a successful season 
next year," she said. 

Dr. Burden is impressed with Coach 
Fridrich's understanding of the role 

Union Public Schools 
8506 E 61 STREET TULSA OK 74133-1926 

www.unionps.org 

football plays in the whole school envi
ronment and says he uses athletics as a 
way to help educate students about how 
to be people of good character---good 
citizens who will be productive both 
during school and after they graduate. 

Coach Fridrich said Owasso Schools and 
the community were great to his family 
and to him and he will always appreci
ate that. "My family and I now look for
ward with great excitement and antici
pation to impacting and developing stu
dent athletes at Union," he said. 

Steve Dunlap, who 
was an award-win
ning head wrestling 
coach at Broken 
Arrow before join
ing Union as 
Assistant Athletic 
Director in 2002, is 
highly regarded in 
the district and the 
state. Steve Dunlap 

"Steve Dunlap is well respected among 
students, parents and coaches here and 
across Oklahoma," explained Dr. 
Burden. "He is very organized and will 
bring his organizational skills to a com
plicated program that serves approxi
mately 1,620 students in 24 competitive 
sports and more than 1,864 students on 
304 intramural sports teams. Steve has 
been very valuable to the district since 
he arrived," she said. 

Teacher Job Fair 
Thursday, March 29 at the UMAC 

Interviews will be conducted by 
appointment only. Reservations will 
be accepted March 12 through March 
23 . Please contact Melissa Addison 
at 357-6052 or by email at 
addison.melissa @unionps.org. 

Appointments from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
will be reserved for Union substitutes, 
interns, and certified personnel cur
rently working in support positions. 

S •11ior Matt Romine accepts a football jersey 
bearing his name during a press conference 
after he was named to the U.S. Army All· 
American Bowl West Squad. 

Senior Named to U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl 

With much fanfare and a lot of press in 
tow, the U.S. Army All-American Bowl 
Selection Tour visited Tulsa to 
announce that senior Matt Romine, a 
local prep star, was named to the U.S. 
Army All-American Bowl West Squad. 

The bowl featured the nation's top-80 
prep football players in a classic East vs. 
West match-up inside San Antonio's 
Alamodome. The bowl was televised 
live on NBC on January 8. 

Union defensive coach Mark Garner 
said, "Matt has the total package. He has 
the size - 6'7" .. 275lbs .... the intelli
gence .. makes a lot of our pass protec
tion calls ... and the leadership skills to 
play at any level. His skill level is higher 
than any player I have coached. He has 
been the anchor on the past two "State 
Championship" teams." 

Romine was a three-year starter at left 
tackle and a two-time state champion 
during 2004 and 2006. He was also the 
No. 2 rated player in the state, among 
the top-1 00 recruited players in the 
nation, Pre-Season All-State and Pre
Season All-American as a senior; and a 
three-year player on the varsity basket
ball team. 


