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Nancy Schneider 

Grace Evans 

Greg Cox 

emonstrated Leadership (Cont.) 

Stephanie Hillman was a four-year letter winner and has done a great job in the pole 
vault. Nancy Schneider, Colin Buckley, Paul Derrick, Chris Thompson and Stephen 
Williams were good distance runners and gave a lot of their time to the program. 
Footballers like Chase Nelson, Manny Jones, Israel Jones and Jeremy Knott were very 
consistent and were in the top of their events in the state. Aaron Wallace has scored 
points for the varsity since his freshman year and has been an outstanding long jumper 
and sprinter. David Schulze made his impact felt in the discus his senior year. Lisa 
Chenoweth and Grace Evans brought their talents to the track as outstanding long 
jumpers. 

Due in part to the contributions of three senior boys and four girls, the tennis season 
was one the most successful years in team history. Four -year letterman Blake Boswell 
is the most decorated player in Union tennis history. Blake has only lost three match
es in four years competing at the #1 singles position. After finishing second his fresh
man year, Blake has won the state title since 2004. He will attend Boise State University 
(NCAA Division I) on a tennis scholarship. Greg Cox, a three-year letterman, has con
tributed greatly to the success in recent years. He placed fourth in 2005 at the #1 dou
bles position and second at the #2 doubles position in 2006 ·at the state tournament. 
Stephen Williams played one year for the JV team. After taking a seven-year hiatus 
from tennis, he participated in many events this year giving 100% every time he 
stepped on the court. 

The girls' tennis team will take a big hit, losing four individuals to graduation. Kacey 
Sappington lettered four years playing mainly doubles throughout her high school 
career. She placed 8th in the 2004 state tournament at the #2 doubles position. Megan 
Anderson lettered all four years as well. She played both singles and doubles for the 
tennis program and placed 8th at state in 2004 and 2005 in doubles. Cari Domoney 
lettered in 2005 for her participation with the varsity squad. She has always been pre
pared and ready to step in where needed. Adrienne Fulton participated in tennis all 
four years. She predominately played on the junior varsity team and contributed great
ly to their success. 

This year's baseball team graduated 12 seniors and compiled a record of 29-12 on the 
way to the 6A state championship. Scott Hood, jeremy Filer, Dylan Duren, Eric 
Paschal, Trent Kinnear and Kevin Enkelmann were everyday starters. Kegon Beers 
and Alex Metzel filled in some spot starts while pitcher Michael Dunlavy was able to 
spot start as a designated hitter because of an injury to his throwing arm. Matt Willis 
and Mitch Stubenhofer were two of our four starting pitchers, and Tim Bailey's role 
was a relief pitcher with one start. Many have signed with various colleges and uni
versities . Dylan Duren has signed with the University of Arkansas and Matt Willis has 
signed with Oklahoma State University. Eric Paschal signed with Central Missouri, 
Scott Hood and Jeremy Filer signed with Allen County Junior College, Kevin 
Enkelmann, Michael Dunlavy and Tim Bailey have all signed with Crowder Junior 
College, Mitch Stubenhofer has signed with Hutchison Kansas and Trent Kinnear is 
going to Abilene Christian on an academic scholarship. This group of seniors had lim
ited, if any, playing time on varsity before this year and had to step up in big situations 
early in the season. What a great ending to an enjoyable journey, "6A State Champs." 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Kacey Sappington 

Kegon Beers 



Page 2 ----------------:--------------------- May-june, 2005 

2005-2006 Seniors of the Month Recognized 
Kyle Andrews and Stevie White were 
named the 2006 Seniors of the Year at 
Union High School. 

Kyle Andrews 

Kyle, the May 
Senior of the 
Month, is the son 
of Craig and Gina 
Andrews. He 
plans to attend 
Oklahoma State 
University and 
major in business 
with a minor in 

film. Later, he hopes to attend the Art 
Institute of Chica
go and attain a 
degree in cinema 
and television pro
duction. Stevie, 
the November 
Senior of the 
Month, is the 
daughter of Brett 
and Kathy White. 
She hopes to pur

Stevie White 

sue a science-related degree at a 
Christian university. 

Colin Paul and 
Maria Vera were 
selected as Seniors 
of the Month for 
September. Colin 
is the son of Chris 
and Anne Paul. He 
is contemplating 
different colleges, 

Maria Vera hoping to attend 
medical school. Vera is the daughter of 
Oscar and . Judy Vera. She hopes to 
attend Stanford University. 

Daniel Stockton 
and Merillat Pitt
man were selected 
as Seniors of the 
Month for the 
month of October. 
Daniel is the son 
of Tom and Cindy 
Stockton. He 
hopes to obtain a Daniel Stockton 

law degree and pursue a career in busi

Merillat Pittman 

ness management 
and later politics. 
Merillat is the 
daughter of Don 
and Nancy Pitt
man. She hopes to 
attend Texas 
Christian Univer
sity and major in 
education or polit
ical science. 

Adam Greer and 
Stevie White were 
selected as Nov
ember's Seniors of 
the Month. Greer 
is the son of Steve 
and Marcia Greer. 
He hopes to attend 
Oklahoma State 

Adam Greer University with a 
focus on pre-medical studies. White's 
honors include being named to Who's 
Who in American High Schools and the 
2005 Lady Redskin Award. 

Stephen Carradini and Rachael 
Arrington were selected as Seniors of 
the Month for December. Arrington is 
the daughter of Annette Arrington. She 
hopes to attend the University of Tulsa 
and major in pre-medicine and then 
attend the University of Oklahoma 
Medical School to 
become an ER doc
tor. Carradini is 
the son of George 
and Kasey Carra
dini. He hopes to 
attend OU, start an 
independent 
music magazine 
and study journal-
ism. 

Andrew Dozier 

Andrew Dozier and Ina Ables were 

Ina Ables 

selected as 
January's Seniors 
of the Month. 
Ables is the 
daughter of Mona 
Ables. She hopes 
to attend Samford 
University in 
Birmingham, 
Alabama, and pos
sibly major in 

pharmacy, business or education. 
Dozier is the son of Martin and Rebecca 
Dozier. He hopes to attend OU, and later 
medical school. 

Casey Thurber and Harika Caglayan 
were selected as 
Seniors of the 
Month for 
February. Thurber 
is the son of Mike 
and Kelly Thurber. 
He hopes to attend 
the University of 
Central Arkansas, 
play college foot-
ball and obtain a Harika Caglayan 

degree in chemical 
engineering. Harika is the daughter of 

Ali Nadir and Ayla Caglayan. She i 
undecided on which college she plans t• 
attend but hopes to be a doctor, prefer
ably a general surgeon, opening a small 
clinic in Turkey. 

Chris Thompson 
and Amy 
Reinking were 
selected as Seniors 
of the Month for 
March. Chris is the 
son of Chris 
Thompson and 
Linda Van-Arkel -
Greubel. He hopes 
to attend OU, Chris Thompson 

major in biology/ 
pre-med or busi
ness administra
tion and to partici
pate in the track 
team. Amy is the 
daughter of 
Richard and Karen 
Reinking. She 
plans to attend OU 

Amy Reinking and major in nurs
ing. 

Ryan Paul and 
Kara Bunting were 
April's honorees. 
Ryan is the son of 
Chris and Anne 
Paul. He hopes to 
attend OSU. Kara 
is the daughter of 
Steve and Kathy 
Btmting. She plans Ryan Paul 

Kara Bunting 

Month for May. 
Lindsey is the 
daughter of Kay 
Ameen. She hopes 
to attend OU and 
start her own busi
ness. 

Seniors of the 
month are select
ed by committee 

to attend Baylor 
University, major 
in pre-me9- and 
eventually attend 
medical school. 

Kyle Andrews and 
Lindsey Ameen 
were selected as 
Seniors of the 

based on their academic excellence, 
school and community involvement and 
leadership. 
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oor prizes for all the teachers and staff in 
_May. We provided volunteers for D-FY 
drug testing and activities, test monitors, 
book fair workers, Klothes Kloset, 

· UChoose, Catch the Dream, the school 
newsletter, school directory and so much 
more. Please join us next year as we con
tinue to make the Union 6th & 7th Grade 
Center the best it can be! 

Irene Castell 
6th & 7th Grade Center PTA President 

The school year got off to a pink start 
when we had several students "Flamingo" 
our principal, Mr. Pittman. The successful 
launch of our new fund raiser, "Flamingo 
Grams," boosted our funds to an all-time 
high. Our other fund raisers were ten Pizza 
Days, two After-School Socials, Boxtops 
For Education, Incredible Pizza Cards and 
selling of Abuelo Gift Cards. The money 
provided many teacher grants given 
throughout the year. 

The PTA provided volunteers for many 
school activities such as schedule pick-up, 
state testing, book fair and Pride Day. We 
also supported district programs such as 
Foundation, Reflections, Catch the Dream, 
D-FY, Klothes Kloset and U-Choose. In 
addition we provided the teachers with 
three luncheons and Valentine treats for 
our special teachers and staff. 

Thanks to the many enthusiastic volun
teers for their loyal support and the PTA 
officers and board members for their help 
and dedication. Due to the friendships and 
bonds we have formed over the past years, 
it has made being in PTA a fun and fulfill
ing endeavor. 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion Summer 

Testing Date Announced 

Proficiency-based testing provides 
the opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeav
ors by subject, course and/ or grade 
level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student 
Skills (PASS) objectives. Proficiency
Based Promotion is intended to serve 
those s tudents enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be 
met by following the traditional time
table and sequence, but who require 
promotion beyond current place
ment. 

The second opportunity for testing 
will be during the month of July. For 
more information about testing this 
summer contact: Susan Crowder at 
918-459-4661. 

Thanks also to Mr. Pittman and his staff 
for making the transition to a new school 
easy and fun for everyone. The students 
enjoyed a great year as the building 
evolved. Look out !-High; here we come! 

Lorri Krisman 
Eighth Grade PTA President 

The Intermediate High PTSA Board organ
ized a very successful volunteer and fund
rmsmg year. Beginning in August, the 
PTSA provided volunteers to work along
side the Leadership students to help 
schedule pick-up go smoothly, allowing 
students and parents to obtain, parking 
permits, book bags, memberships and 
directories all in one location. The PTSA 
encouraged parents, teachers and students 
to join, and a record was set for member
ship at the !High. 

Teachers were treated to three luncheons, 
and PTSA volunteers provided testing 
monitors and I Care manpower. Students 
were treated to five pizza lunches, with 
proceeds netting $6,000 for teacher 
grants. Items purchased included theater 
taping supplies, balls for PE, a CD player 
and class sets of books for history, biology 
end-of-instruction practice tests, a 
Monopoly unit to coincide with studying 
The Great Gatsby, a rhythm project for 
orchestra, class sets of readers in German, 
French and Spanish; duet acting scripts for 
debate, dry erase boards and class sets of 
scientific calculators for math and science, 
a skeleton for science, a Civil War books 
set and DVD for history, a Newton's Laws 
DVD set for science and more. What a 
great list!! 

Thank you to all of the members of the 
!High PTSA Board for all your enthusiasm 
and wonderful work this year! 

Dorothy Harkrider 
Intermediate High PTSA President 

Due to our wonderful PTSA Board and our 
many volunteers, we had a great year! The 
staff and students were extremely sup
portive of all of our activities. First semes
ter, we helped with schedule pick-up, Back
to-School night, College & Careers night, 
Teacher of the Year voting, yearbook sales, 
and provided refreshments for the teach
ers and staff in August and December. 
Second semester, we participated in 
Reflections, Scholarship, Council hospitali
ty, Bus Driver Appreciation, and Teacher 
Appreciation Week. Our year-round pro
grams, Catch the Dream and UChoose, 
were active also. We sold Krispy Kreme 
donuts and Chick-Fil-A chicken biscuits 
several mornings all year, usually coincid
ing with home sporting events or playoffs. 

The biggest event at the High School this 
year was hosting the State Student Council 

Convention in November. PTSA was hon
ored and thrilled to be a part of it and vol
unteered in many areas. However, the 
most heart-warming event was watching 
the students raise money for their 
leukemia-stricken Senior Class president, 
Shagah Zakerion, and the furmiest was 
watching Principal Dave Stauffer get his 
head shaved when they reached their mon
etary goal! What a sight! What a year! 
Thank you to my wonderful board for all 
the hard work and support, and thank you, 
Union, for the many great memories! 

Marcia Wright 
High School PTSA President 

2006-2007 
PTA Presidents 

Union PTA Council 
Judy Bastemeyer 

Andersen Elementary 
Debra Searcy 

Boevers Elementary 
Leianne Colley 

Briarglen Elementary 
Pam Glenn 

Cedar Ridge Elementary 
Stacey Jellison 

Clark Elementary 
Jessica Jordan 

Darnaby Elementary 
Ja Ann Beffer 

Grove Elementary 
Stacy Haynes 

Jarman Elementary 
Usa Spears 

McAuliffe Elementary 
Renee Harney 

Moore Elementary 
Crystal Leggett 

Rosa Parks Elementary 
To be announced 

Peters Elementary 
Susan Hanchette & Melanie Floyd 

6th/7th Grade Center 
Julie Saxton 

8th Grade Center 
Mari-Jean Ogle & Shannon 

Davenport 

Intermediate High 
Julie Harkrider 

High School 
Dorothy Harkrider 
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NION 
Grabl-fa tiot1 Cclebra tiot1 

Graduation Celebration 2006 was an 
outstanding success. Tulsa's Incredible 
Pizza was the site of fun, food and 
prizes enjoyed by 530 UHS graduates. 
This year's attendees played bingo, 
poker & video games, went bowling, 
drove go-carts and rode a monster truck 
simulator. Door prizes were given away 
all night long. The Graduation 
Celebration committee spent countless 
hours preparing for the event and its 
success would not have been possible 
without their efforts. Sincere thanks go 
to: Karen & Richard Reinking, Marcia 
Wright, Ruth Sahli, Melinda Phillips, 
Kaay Shackleford, Carol Quinn, Sheila 
Mason, Kathy Bunting, Pam Fell, Becki 
Rush, Georgene Zinn, Donna Wooten, 
Glenda Wright, Kathy White, Mitzi 
Montgomery, Cindy Webb, Melynnie 
Williams, Kim Jones and Debbie Swant
Hess, as well as to the volunteer parents 
who chaperoned the event. 

The Graduation Celebration committee 
would also like to thank the senior par
~nts for their generous financial contri
outions as well as these local business
es, whose financial support ensured the 
success of the safe, drug- and alcohol
free event for our 2006 graduates: Great 
Plains Coca-Cola, Walmart (91st & 
Memorial), RCB Bank, Radisson Hotel 
Tulsa, The Farm Shopping Center, 
Krispy Kreme, Broken Arrow Civitans, 
Moody's Jewelers, Asbury United 
Methodist Church, Abuelo's, St. Francis 
Health System, Panera Bread, The 
Crosby Group, The Perfect Touch, Quik 
Trip, Golden Corral, Tulsa Bone & Joint, 
Hungry Howie's, Montgomery Extermi
nating, McDonald's, The Travel Group, 
b.jolie Salon & Spa, Imagery Concepts, 
Lester & Associates, Fugett Insurance 
Company, AEP / PSO, BA Assembly of 
God Church, Reasor's, Starbucks & Great 
Harvest. 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in Ottober 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas

~ Bethell is Communications Executive 
Director/Editor. The Communicator staff 
includes Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and 
Mike Vore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305. 

Union Athletes Champions in 2005-2006 

Union showed Oklahomans the 
meaning of champions again, win
ning five state championships in 
girls' cross country and football in 
the fall and boys' tennis, girls' 
track and baseball in the spring. 

Ina Ables won her second straight 
cross country state title and led 
the Redskins to their first team 
crown in 24 years during the Class 
SA State Cross Country Champion
ships at Oral Roberts University 
last October. 
Ables covered 
the two-mile 
course in 11 
minutes, 
51.25 sec
onds, finish
ing nine sec
onds in front 
of teammate 
And r 
Alonso 
Union ran 
past Jenks. 

Union's win
ning tradition 
continued 
when the top
ranked Class 
6A football 
giants mowed 
over No. 8 
Mustang in 
Norman last 
December to 

Blanken
ship stands with 
the 2005 Cham· 
pionship Gold 
Ball as he con· 
gratulates the 
football team at 
a school assem
bly. 

capture their second straight 
state title and third in four 
years. 

Danielle 
Gilchrist 
won her 
second 
consecu
tive Girls 
Me t r o 
Athlete of 
the Year 
after she 
repeated 
her win in 
the hur
dles as 
the girl's 
track and field team won state. The 
Tulsa World even noted: "Perhaps no 
high school track athlete :in state histo
ry can match the near perfection of 
Union senior Danielle Gilchrist. 
Throughout her four-year career, 

The Union girl's cross country team won their 
first state title in 24 years. 

Gilchrist lost just once in the 100- and 
300-meter hurdles while compiling 
seven individual state championships 
and 12 overall." 

Blake Boswell was also named Tulsa 
World's Tennis Player of the Year after 
he helped his team win back-to-back 
state titles. Tennis coach Kevin 
Gannon was also named Tennis Coach 
of the Year. 

Baseball players 
celebrate after 
beating the #1 
Owasso Rams in 
the state champi
onship game. 

Earning a 
national 
spotlight, 
Union's 
baseball 
team re
peated 
their state 
title and 
b e a t 
Owasso, 

Blake Boswell 

ranked as the number-one high school 
baseball team in the nation, in front of a 
standing-room only crowd of 2,300. 
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new president, Stacy Haynes, all the best. 
She is truly a godsend to Grove. I hope 
that all of our parents will in some way 
help next year with our PTA Our new 
Board is awesome, and they need all of our 
support. Hope to see all of you next year! 

Michelle Aldrich 
Grove PTA President 

It's been another great year at Jarman as 
we celebrated our 15th birthday. Thanks 
to our fantastic kids, wonderful parents 
and volunteers, and our teachers and staff. 
And of course our principal, Patti Pitcock, 
for making sure Jarman continues to be a 
great school. We started the year with a 
breakfast for our teachers to welcome 
them back and to let them know we sup
ported them. To welcome our children and 
families back, the PTA hosted our 2nd 
annual Family Fun Night on the school 
lawn with multiple inflatables, pizza and 
fun. 

The support for our school continued with 
our largest fund raiser, Jog-a-than, in 
which the proceeds provided school activ
ities for the students and equipment and 
supplies for the school. We cannot thank 
everyone enough for their gracious dona
tions. 
Volunteers worked hard to make every
thing successful including our Reflections 
program, popcorn days, homeroom par
ties, our Spirit nights, Teacher 
Appreciation Week and Klothes Kloset to 
name a few. Our parents, PTA officers and 
chair members did such a great job. 

We wrapped the year up with our PTA 
luncheon to thank all of our board mem
bers for a job well done. We hope all of you 
have a terrific summer and we'll see you 
next year! 

Cindy Conley 
Jarman PTA President 

It is unreal what I can learn by being a vol
unteer at my children's school. That is 
why I come. Every child. I am allowed the 
privilege of getting to know the families 
and children of McAuliffe. 

We have had an exciting year. We began 
with a "Welcome Back" luncheon for our 
teachers and staff, which was soon fol
lowed by the second annual Boohoo 
Breakfast, a sweet way to introduce our 
incoming kindergarteners and their par
ents to the school and our PTA. In 
October, our school grounds were trans
formed into a Scarecrow Festival, an out
door carnival of games, prizes, fun and 
community spirit. In February, our 
Valentine Bingo was a big hit! 

In April, our art teacher, Mrs. Gray, hosted 
the "McAuliffe Art Show." PTA volunteers 

lined the halls with an awesome display of 
the artistic talent of our children. At the 
end of the year, we treated our teachers to 
a wonderful week of teacher appreciation 
and chose a special theme for each day to 
get the families and the children involved. 
The teachers enjoyed a "bloomin'" lunch
eon and later a healthy breakfast so they 
would be prepared to participate in the 
Walk for Diabetes, an exciting, physical 
fund raiser sponsored by our PE teacher, 
Mrs. Chamberlin. 

Credit for our successful year goes to the 
officers and the hard-working committees 
of the PTA board; the support of our par
ents, teachers and staff; and the dedica
tion and commitment of our principals, 
Mrs. Vance and Mrs . Whiteley. Thanks to 
ALL of you for helping make McAuliffe the 
best that it can be. 

Renee Harney 
McAuliffe PTA Preside,nt 

It's been another exciting year at Moore. 
We held the annual Bingo Night in 
November with a Silent Auction, Bingo, 
food and fun. Our major fund raiser was 
the Jog-a-thon. This gave parents the 
opportunity to help the PTA raise funds 
for the future playground. Moore also held 
the much-anticipated Carnival in early 
March and sponsored the Back-to-School 
Breakfast, a holiday luncheon and Teacher 
Appreciation Week. 

I would like to thank all of the local busi
nesses that made donations to the Moore 
PTA See a list of donors on the district's 
web site, www.unionps.org. Your support 
of local schools is vital; thank you. 

Why do we donate our time, talents and 
funds? The students. We can never lose 
focus of that goal. The PTA was an integral 
part of the Character Counts program. At 
each assembly, names were drawn from all 
the Character Counts slips and winners 
won a $10 gift card to Toys R Us. The stu
dents were all given a bookmark to com
memorate this years' school theme, "The 
Moore You Read, The Moore You Know." 
We also hosted Spirit Days at the school 
and gave the classes an opportunity to wii1 
the Spirit Stick. Each Spirit Day had a 
theme, such as "OU/OSU Day." 

I encourage all parents to get involved. 
Whether it's reading to your child's class, 
volunteering at an event, chairing a com
mittee or just joining the kids at recess. 
There's a place for you in the PTA 

Crystal LaGrone 
Moore PTA President 

Peters PTA has enjoyed another great year! 
We sold pumpkin-grams in October; there 
were sour lip suckers and gummy lips for 

Valentine's Day, and we painted faces dur 
ing lunch for the football season. Thi~ 

year we added a Holiday Shop, and the 
kids really enjoyed the shopping experi
ence. In November we sold "Sow'r 
Suckers" to raise money for the Union "I 
Care" program. If we reached our goal, our 
beloved receptionist agreed to kiss a live 
pig. Needless to say she puckered up and 
was a great sport! We had four successful 
Pizza Days and the Bingo Night and our 
ever-popular Carnival provided families 
with an affordable night of fun! 

T~1e PTA was once again able to provide 
our teachers with $100 gift cards for class
room supplies, and we funded numerous 
classroom activities. We bought new metal 
benches for the playground area to replace 
the old wooden ones which had provided 
our school nurse with many visits to 

· remove splinters! 

This year saw the implementation of our 
PTA web page. This has allowed us the 
opportunity to better communicate with 
our parents and provide them with infor
mation regarding upcoming events and 
access to our forms. 

We are very proud of our PTA accomplish 
ments, but we are even more proud of au· 
parent participation and the wonderfu1 
volunteers at Peters. It has been an honor 
to work with such a dedicated group of 
parents, teachers and staff. Thank you! 

Toni Kosir 
Peters PTA President 

The 6th &7th Grade Center was an excit
ing place to be this year. I have enjoyed 
working with a wonderful group of parent 
volunteers and PTA officers. We started 
the year with schedule pick-up that 
requires so many volunteers. There's noth
ing like seeing hundreds of people waiting 
to enter the building and see their new 
school. This was followed by the Teachers' 
Welcome-Back-to-School Luncheon, 
Hawaiian style! During the fall we had 
both 6th Grade and 7th Grade socials. The 
students have so much fun being together, 
playing games, eating and doing all the 
cool activities the Social Committees had 
planned for them. The students were also 
given the opportunity to buy pizza nine 
times this year. The Pizza Days were a big 
success and were the major fund raiser for 
the PTA The Pizza Committee was a faith
ful hardworking group. Because of these 
fund-raising efforts we were able to giv 
out over $10,000.00 in teacher grants . 

In the spring we had socials again for the 
students that were well attended. The 
teachers and students really do enjoy 
these times together. We had a wonderful 
Teacher Appreciation luncheon and great 
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Chet Dodrill 

Special Recognition 

Community Service Recognition: Kyle Andrews, Rachael Arrington, Kara Bunting, 
Stephen Carradini, Timothy Castell, Cari Domoney, Channing Fair, Adrienne Fulton, 
Catherine Galbraith, Adam Greer, Scott Henderson, Nike Jaji, Safia Jaliawala, Andrea 
Jordan, Paul Ko, Jacob Lambert, David Lee, Tucker Lincecum, Brett Luna, Storm Luna, 
Jessa Mehlhoff, Alisa Miles, Catherine Oh, Roshan Patel, Kirk Phillips, Merillat Pittman, 
Shinae Smith, Chad Standish, Katie Swant, Whitney Walters, David Welk, Stevie White, 
Caitlyn Williams, Mandy Wooten, Kayla Zachary and Rachel Zimmerman 

Distinguished Graduates: Rachael Arrington, Timothy Bostelmann, Kara Bunting, 
Stephen Carradini, Alexander Carroll, Courtney Chandler, Alyssa DeWendt, Chet 
Dodrill, Channing Fair, Adam Greer, Safia Jaliawala, Andrea Jordan, Paul Ko, Jacob 
Lambert, David Lee, Leigh Mason, Kathryn Mayes, Jessa Mehlhoff, Alisa Miles, Kaitlin 
Nicholas, Catherine Oh, Alyssa Ohs, Colin Paul, Ryan Paul, Merillat Pittman, Mason 
Rowell, ]ana Rush, Shinae Smith, Jennifer Talley, Whitney Walters, David Welk, Ashley 
Wilkinson and Rachel Zimmerman 

National Merit Scholars Finalists: Rachael Arrington, Stephen Carradini, Kyle Dunn, 
Nathan Hoyt, Andrea Jordan, Jacob Lambert, Kaitlin Nicholas and Colin Paul 

National Merit Scholars Commended: Chet Dodrill and Drew Sahli 

Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence All-Stater: Jacob Lambert 

Oklahoma Academic Scholars: Shelbi Allen, Steven Allert, Lindsey Ameen, Megan 
Anderson, Rachael Arrington, Victoria Beaty, Samantha Biddick, Jamie Bolley, Timothy 
Bostelmann, Kara Bunting, Harika Caglayan, Stephen Carradini, Alexander Carroll, 
Andrew Cease, Courtney Chandler, Chet Dodrill, Andrew Dozier, Kyle Dunn, Adrienne 
Fulton, Adam Greer, Joshua Hairston, Kjerstie Johnson, Andrea Jordan, Trenton 
Kinnear, Paul Ko, Jacob Lambert, David Lee, Kathryn Mayes, Elizabeth McGovney, Alisa 
Miles, Kayleigh Mouser, Amanda Neal, Kaitlin Nicholas, Lauren Nichols, Mallory Nolen, 
Alyssa Ohs, Colin Paul, Ryan Paul, Merillat Pittman, Amy Reinking, Milan Riggs, Lauren 
Rogers, Amanda Roth, Mason Rowell, ]ana Rush, David Schulze, Shinae Smith, Adam 
Strawmyer, James Tate, Tracey Thompson, Maria Vera, Whitney Walters, Erin Webb, 
David Welk, Stevie White, Ashley Wilkinson, Douglas Wright and Rachel Zimmerman 

PTA Council Scholarshin: Lindsey Ameen, Kyle Andrews, Jordan Bates, Andrew 
Bennett, Samantha Biddick, Alexander Carroll, Timothy Castell, Lisa Chenoweth, 
Connor Cosgrove, Cari Domoney, Channing Fair, Adam Greer, Deena Hasbini, 
Alexandra Hess, Andrea Jordan, Ryne Karpio, Samantha Krafft, Jacob Lambert, Rachel 
Lynn, Leigh Mason, Kathryn Mayes, Ryan 11atthiesen, Alisa Miles, Kirk Phillips, Lauren 
Rogers, Drew Sahli, David Schulze, Evan Stege, James Tate, Stevie White, Caitlyn 
Williams, Candis Worthy, Douglas Wright, Kayla Zachary and Shagah Zakerion 

Robert C. Byrd Scholar: Jacob Lambert 

Valedictorians - Top 1% of Class: Timothy Bostelmann, Kara Bunting, Harika 
Caglayan, Chet Dodrill, Kyle Dunn, Paul Ko, Jacob Lambert, Colin Paul, Mason Rowell 
and Maria Vera 

Salutatorians - Top 2% of Class: Rachael Arrington, Stephen Carradini, Andrew Cease, 
Courtney Chandler, Adam Greer, Andrea Jordan, David Lee, Ryan Paul, ]ana Rush and 
Rachel Zimmerman 

Alisa Miles Rachel Zimmerman 
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The PTA Council Communique (Continued) 

vho worked diligently to put together pro
.:rams for our school. It has been an honor 
and a privilege to be part of such a com
mitted group of people. I am proud to 
have served on the Boevers PTA Board. 

Kellye Torres 
Boevers PTA President 

It has been a great year at Briarglen, and it 
has been a pleasure serving as your PTA 
president. From Back-to-School Night to 
Read and Feeds to Fall Carnival to Book 
Fairs, I have enjoyed every moment 
because it is for the kids that we love. 

There can be no leadership without people 
to lead. With that said, I would like to 
thank Lisa Cobb, Susan Ragina, Kristy 
Weber, Kim Hall, Mika Galutza, Pam Glenn, 
Ann White, Stephanie Dickerson, Michelle 
Henson and Genetta Hutton for stepping 
up to the plate and serving as event chair
persons. 

Our Open House was a big success with a 
60%+ turnout, followed by our annual Fall 
Book Fair which had a 44% increase in 
profit. We held our 2nd annual Read and 
Feed where students wrote their own 
books and parents came to school and the 
children read to them. The families were 
.erved dinner catered by Charlie's Chicken 
1t no cost to them. We doubled our Box 
fops/Labels income, and for the first time 
ever, we have been able to set money aside 
for playground equipment. We ended the 
year with a big bang when Radio Disney 
came to entertain for two hours. We 
served a sack lunch and had pizza for 5th 
grade. Popsicles were provided and a 
movie with popcorn was shown. 

Parents, please think about volunteering 
at the school. Even if it is only an hour a 
week, it is worth every minute to these 
kids. Again, thank you for allowing me to 
serve you and your children. 

Pam Main 
Briarglen PTA President 

Have you driven by Cedar Ridge lately? If 
you have, then you have seen the wonder
fully landscaped split U we now have on 
our front lawn. Our creative landscape 
chairman designed it. U really should see 
it! 

We started the year with a back-to-school 
luncheon for our teachers and staff, then 
moved right on to our fund raiser which 
helped us install our outdoor classroom. 
Our PTA funds science enrichment pro
' ams such as butterfly metamorphosis, 
ncubating chick eggs, owl pellet dissec

tion, shark dissection and pig hearts dis
section. Our annual Bingo night in 
November brought families together to 
enjoy pizza and play Bingo. We were excit
ed to participate in Reflections, Red 

Ribbon Week, Catch the Dream, Klothes 
Kloset, Box Tops, Pizza Days and Spirit 
Nights. 

The highlight of the year was our first Jog
a-than in April! With the funds raised, we 
will be able to install benches in the new 
outdoor classroom and complete that 
project. We did this as a second fund rais
er, but it is our hope to have the Jog-a-thon 
become an annual event and our main 
fund raiser. 

We have more new things planned for next 
year, and it will be exciting to make them 
happen. We welcome the new families that 
will be joining Cedar Ridge next year due 
to the boundary changes from redistrict
ing. We are excited to have them and hope 
to help them feel at horne and part of the 
Cedar Ridge community as quickly as pos
sible. 

Thank you to the volunteers, paren~s . 
teachers and staff of Cedar Ridge, espe
cially to our wonderful principal, Ellen 
Crager, for her constant support. It's your 
dedication and enthusiasm that make 
Cedar Ridge a wonderful place to be. I 
look forward to serving again next year! 

Stacey ]ellison 
Cedar Ridge PTA President 

Greetings Union Families! I am happy to 
report that Roy Clark Elementary PTA 
membership has increased significantly . 
and we have 100% membership from Clark 
teachers! In addition to our membership 
success, Clark hosted three exceedingly 
thriving Bingo nights, continued our 
monthly newsletter entitled, "Cowboy 
Capers," and numerous students partici
pated in a variety of fund raisers. 

Students also had a successful year with 
the Accelerated Reader program. Many 
students received T-shirts for earning half 
their points goal, and students who met 
their goal for the year received a trophy at 
our annual Spring Fiesta. 

My year as Clark PTA president has been 
one of my most rewarding experiences. As 
a new president, challenges presented 
themselves often, but thanks to continu
ous support from Clark staff and our par
ent members, we were able to accomplish 
great things! 

I would like to thank our current treasurer 
Kristin Ronan for her work and dedication 
to the Clark PTA. Kristin will be leaving our 
board the end of this school year and she 
will be greatly missed! Lastly, we would 
like to welcome Heather McAdams who 
will fill the vacancy of vice president. We 
are so excited to have her join us! 

I look forward to continuing my duty as 

president for the 2006-2007 school year . 
Together, with your help, our children ben
efit! 

jessica Jordan 
Clark PTA President 

Wow! What a year we had at Darnaby! We 
were able to do so much for our students 
thanks to the Board members who worked 
so hard, our wonderful parents who volun
teered, Mr. Carson who was very support
ive of our PTA, our office staff who pro
vided guidance and resources and the 
teachers who are the key to communica
ti 1n to our parents. 

We set sail with a wonderful Nautical 
Luncheon to welcome back our teachers 
and staff. Jog-a-thon took place in October 
and was our biggest fund raiser of the 
year. We hosted Family Fun Nights in 
November and in April. Our community 

·came together for Bingo, pizza and lots of 
prizes! In December, Darnaby hosted its 
24th Annual Arts and Crafts show. 
February brought the Carnival, and we had 
a blast watching Mr. Carson get a few pies 
throvvn in his face. In March we treated our 
teachers to the Best Teacher Appreciation 
including lots of goodies to eat, lunch and 
a message. We were all entertained by our 
talented students as we put on another 
Talent Show. Hollywood, watch out! 

April brought Fine Arts as we hosted an 
Open House to include poetry writing, art
work, singing and dancing. Author Brad 
Bagert, came for the day to work with all of 
our students. 

In May we closed out the year with a Field 
Day. Darnaby had a great year including 
other activities such as Popcorn Day, 
Reflections, Meet the Masters, publishing 
student books, participating in Junior 
Great Books, Red Ribbon Week, School 
Spirit nights, and the Union Klothes Kloset. 
Thanks to our parents and staff for a great 
year. 

Stephanie Goekeler 
Darnaby PTA President 

I can't believe the school year is over. I 
would like to thank all of the very special 
parents and teachers who helped this year. 
We had lots of little things that went over 
very well for our kids. The Fun Days were 
very awesome, and most of the children 
were able to participate in the activities. 
We had a Carnival in the fall that was a 
huge success as far as getting our families 
together. Our Pizza Day involved the 1st-
5th grades, and all but about 38 or so chil
dren were able to participate. The main 
fund raiser that we had was our Candle 
Wishes which went very well. 

I am so proud of our school, and I wish our 
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Nathan Hoyt 

Eight Uriion seniors were cho
seu as 2005-2006 National 
fvlerit Scholarship finalists by 
the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC). Those 
students are Rachael Arring
ton, Stephen Carradini, Kyle 
Dunn, Nathan Hoyt, Andrea 
Jordan, Jacob Lambert, 
Kaitlin Nicholas and Colin 
Paul. 

To be selected as Merit schol
ars, students must demon
strate an outstanding academ
ic record, be endorsed and 
recommended by their school 
principal, confirm PSAT/ 
NMSQT (Preliminary Schol
astic Assessment Test/ 
National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test) performance 
on the Scholastic Assessment 
Test (SAT) or the American 
College Test (ACT) and pro
vide detailed information 
about their scholastic accom
plishments, school and com
munity activities, educational 
plans and goals. 

National Merit Scholarship 
awards are supported by 
some 600 independent spon
sors and by NMSC's own 
funds. Sponsor organizations 
include corporations and 
businesses, company founda
tions, professional associa
tions, and colleges and univer
sities. 

Though not qualifying for 
scholarship competition, two 
other Union High School sen
iors were named National 
Merit Commended Students in 
recognition of their high aca
demic performance on the 
PSAT/NMSQT test. Those stu
dents were Chet Dodrill and 
Drew Sahli. A third senior, 
Spencer T. Kusi, was recog
nized as an Outstanding 
Participant in the 2006 
National Achievement Schol
arship Program. 
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The PTA Council Communique 

The Andersen PTA had another success
ful year! We sent three delegates to the 
Oklahoma State PTA Convention in August 
for training and were busy ever since! We 
hosted the back-to-school teacher break
fast and Meet the Teacher before the first 
day of school. 

In October, we hosted the Oklahoma Fit 
Kids Coalition and used this program as a 
kick-off to our new Mileage Club recess 
walking program. Our Bingo Nights in the 
fall and spring were widely attended, with 
silent auction baskets in high demand! 

In November, the PTA hosted the annual 
Talent Show, which showcased talented 
students of all ages. Our students also par
ticipated in Reflections and we had 88 
impressive entries! 

In February, we hosted the annual 
Geography Bee, for 3rd through 5th 
graders. We ended the year with Super 
Kids' Day, 5th Grade Team Day and, of 
course, Teacher Appreciation Week. We 
have such wonderful teachers at Andersen 
and we love them all! 

Thank you so much to all of the committee 
members and parent volunteers who 
helped make this year a success! Without 
them, we wouldn't be able to host activi
ties such as Spirit Days, Chat-n-Chew, 
Pizza, Ice Cream and Popcorn Days, 
Homeroom Parents and Teacher Grants. 

Debra Searcy 
Andersen PTA President 

We had a great year at Boevers! We kicked 
off the school year with a back-to-school 
luncheon for our wonderful teachers and 
staff, followed by back-to-school night 
with a mini-carnival membership drive. 
Our PTA officers got into the spirit and 
dressed up to the state membership drive 
theme of "The Wizard of OZ." 

We had a well-attended fall and spring 
Bingo and silent auction. We also spon
sored two theme-based reading nights. 
We gave away books, played games, and 
had refreshments for the kids. Our fall 
fund raiser, Gingerbread Shop, and our 
Bingos enabled us to provide classroom 
grants, Honor Roll decorations and 
refreshments, Teacher Appreciation Week, 
Catch the Dream, Reflections, and helped 
to fund the Rose Hill trip for our 4th 
graders. Our playground will also be get
ting a facelift over the summer. New play
ground equipment will be installed and 
ready for the new school year! 

The success of our PTA is due to the vol
unteers who dedicate their time to make 
Boevers the BEST that it can be. Thank you 
to the PTA Board and committee chairs 

President's Comments • 
. 

. 

The end of the school year brings both beginnings and endings. 
For students, it's time to wrap up final projects, say goodbyes, and look forward to 
summer adventures. For PT As, the end of the school year is an occasion to reflect 
and recognize those who have played a role in the work of the organization. For 
myself, it is a time to show the respect and honor I feel for having served this school 
district as President and to look forward to new ventures and volunteer opportuni
ties. How can I wrap up the most interesting and fulfilling position I was given the 
privilege of holding? President of Union PTA Council has been an experience that will 
remain with me always. 

This has been an outstanding year with the largest PTA Council Board of volunteers 
ever. I am grateful to all the people with whom I have worked and the many indi
viduals who have taught me so much along the way. 

Hats off to Council Presidents, Delegates, Principals and Dr. Burden for making our 
Council so stellar. Dr. Burden, a personal thank you for your support and faith in 
Union PTA Council. I also want to thank all the Council Board Officers and Chairmen 
for your hard work and enthusiasm. The support we provide to the district and to 
our students is life changing, not only for them, but ourselves. 

It is critical for parents to be actively involved in their child's education. Here are 
some of the findings of major research: 
• When parents are involved in their children's education at home, they do better in 
school. And when parents are involved in school, children go farther in school - and 
the schools they go to are better. 
• The family makes critical contributions to student achievement from preschool 
through high school. A home environment that encourages learning is more impor
tant to student achievement than income, education level or cultural background. 
• Reading achievement is more dependent on learning activities in the home than is 
math or science. Reading aloud to children is the most important activity that par
ents can do to increase their child's chance of reading success. Talking to children 
about books and stories read to them also supports reading achievement. 
• When children and parents talk regularly about school, children perform better aca
demically. 
• Three kinds of parental involvement at home are consistently associated with high
er student achievement: actively organizing and monitoring a child's time, helping 
with homework and discussing school matters . 
• The earlier that parent involvement begins in a child's educational process, the 
more powerful the effects. 
• Positive results of parental involvement include improved student achievement, 
reduced absenteeism, improved behavior, and restored confidence among parents in 
their children's schooling. 

It is with great pride this year we are awarding over 35 scholarships to graduating 
seniors for $500.00 each. What an incredible accomplishment for the Council 
Members and those seniors who applied. This is the most money in the history of 
Union PTA Council awarded in scholarships and it is our hope it will only continue to 
grow. 

As my time as PTA President comes to an end, there are still some important things 
that we need to remember. Being a member of PTA also means that you are a part of 
a large, national organization whose voice reaches all the way to Washington. 
National PTA's logo is "every child, one voice." PTA advocates for children and pub
lic schools alike, interacting with legislators in a way that one person alone would not 
be able to. It has made it such a pleasure to serve this year, as your PTA president, 
and I will be proud to continue my service to PTA and to Union. 

Linda Dunbar 
Union PTA Council President 
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Paul Ko 

Demonstrated Leadership 

Senior Kyle Dunn won Union's first state champion award in competitive speech since 
1998 with his presentation of "Garbage Scan" in the humorous interpretation catego
ry. Dunn also qualified for regionals in the following events: poetry interpretation, for
eign and domestic extemporaneous speaking, monologue, humorous duet and dra
matic Interpretation. 

Devin Logsdon won first in regional competition for poetry with two humorous 
poems. Brooke Cole and Brooke Talley competed in the humorous acting interpreta
tion category. Jana Rush also qualified in monolog acting. Carla Buford qualified in 
three separate events while Kevin Currie, Jordan Love and Brooke Talley qualified for 
the second year in a row. Other qualifiers included Brooke Cole, Connor Cosgrove, 
Katie Standish and Angela Taylor. 

Drama students Kevin Currie, Katie Mileur, Jackson Currie, Angela Taylor and Kyle 
Gipson won the All-Star Cast in the regional one-act play competition and their rendi
tion of The Illusion won first place. They won third in the State OSSAA One-Act Play 
Competition. 

Shelbi Allen received the top award and medal finalist award in the University of 
Science and Arts of Oklahoma's "Innovations" contest. Allen also received a Silver Key 
Award, Individual Entry Category in the Oklahoma Scholastics Arts Competition. 
Stephen Carradini received a Silver Key award and Top Entry in the photography cat
egory at the same competition. Kacper Nowacki received the Top Award recognition 
for his entry in the "Innovations" competition at the University of Science and Arts of 
Oklahoma. 

Eric Rosell received a Gold Key Award, the highest recognition available in the 
Photography category at the Oklahoma Scholastic Arts Competition. Tanya Torrealba 
received two Gold Key Awards in the Individual Entry and the Portfolio categories in 
the same competition. Students receiving Silver Key and Gold Key honors in the 
National Scholastic Arts Competition will have their work sent for adjudication at the 
national level. The winning art work at that level will be exhibited in either New York 
or Washington D.C. 

Senior Kari Lincks was chosen for membership in the Oklahoma Music Educators 
Association's All-State Band and the All-State Orchestra as oboist and played as a mem
ber of the OMEA All-State Orchestra. Lincks was honored as Union's only recipient of 
the State Superintendent's Award for Excellence in the Arts. This high honor is pre
sented statewide to fewer than 90 outstanding students who have had exceptional suc
cess in visual or performing arts. Lincks was also selected as this year's recipient of 
the David Anderson Memorial Scholarship which includes as its criteria musical excel
lence, positive character and scholastic success. 

Paul Ko, a member of Union's orchestra, was recognized at the OMEA All-State 
Orchestra Concert in January as a three-year member of that prestigious organization. 
Ko was also a long-time member of the High School String Quartet. Senior orchestra 
member Drew Sahli was also chosen as a member of this year's OMEA All-State 
Orchestra. Sahli and other student musicians presented a concert in January after 
working with a nationally recognized director. 

Kathy Summers, who was also co-drum major for the Renegade Regiment this year, 
was chosen as a member of the OMEA All-State Band. This elite group of state band 
students worked with a nationally recognized director prior to a concert in conjunction 
with the OMEA State Convention in January. 

Christina Terry was selected as part of this year's OMEA All-State Choir. This group 
was made up of 200 of Oklahoma's best high school singers and offered four days of 
rehearsal and performance that pushed the members to a new level of excellence. 
Many students view their participation in All-State groups as one of the high points of 
their high school career. Desmond Dansby was also chosen for membership in the All
State Jazz Choir and Whitney Walters was selected as a member of the OCDA All-State 
Women's Chorus. 

Tonya Torrealba 

Kathy Summers 

Christina Terry 
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Brent Potts 

Philip Davis 

Zachary McKnight 

emonstrated Leadership (Cont. 

School team for four years. He was a team captain, bringing leadership to the team. 
Marcus Peel was a one-year letter winner after transferring from Booker T. Washington. 
He was a great addition to the team, leading us in blocked shots. David Welk was a 
two-year letterman; a team captain bringing leadership in everything he did and prob
ably the hardest working player on the team. These seniors were not only productive 
on the court, but they were also good citizens and representatives for the school. 

The Union golf team is very fortunate to have both quality leadership and great golfers 
in the program. Steven Allert, one of our most valuable leaders wl>o has led by his 
attitude, work ethic and consistency, will pursue a degree in electrical engineering at 
Oklahoma State University. Brent Potts, also a model of consistency with his play, has 
signed a D-1 Scholarship that will take his game to Monroe, Louisiana. His career 
includes four appearances at state with a couple of top 25's. All-Stater Kira Canada 
has been an outstanding player for our girls' program and has earned multiple top-5 
placings throughout her high school and AJGA career. Marissa Hill has been a valu
able asset and has the luxury of continuing her golfing and academic career at Drury 
University in Springfield, Missouri. Marissa has several top110 finishes as a senior, 
including a top 5 at conference. She is a 2006 All-State 1st alternate for the 2006 All
State games. These seniors have been not only valuable assets on the course but have 
excelled in the classroom as well. They leave a great legacy and tradition for future 
Redskins to uphold. 

The boys' varsity soccer team began their state championship defense with only two 
returning starters and many new faces in the lineup. Goalkeeper Tou Yang and 
defender Philip Davis were the two lone returning starters from the 2004-2005 state 
championship team. The leadership and hard work provided by seniors Jason Owens, 
Andrew Dozier, Zachary McKnight, Joseph Hinck, Carlos Zuta, Andre Cooks, 
Gregory Grassmyer and Aaron De Silva provided a framework from which the 
Redskins built success. The season began with a trip to Orange Beach, Alabama, where 
the Redskins earned second place in the Island Cup Invitational Tournament. The team 
returned to Tulsa where they earned the district championship by going undefeated in 
District 3. They ended the regular season with an 11-3 overall record and 7-0 record 
in district. The first round of the playoffs saw the Redskins host dangerous Tulsa 
Memorial where their superior play resulted in a 2-0 victory. In the second round of 
the playoffs, they fell 2-1 in overtime to the eventual state champion Jenks Trojans. 
Post-season honors capped off the season when Philip Davis and Zachary McKnight 
were selected to the Oklahoma All-State Team, and goalkeeper Tou Yang was selected 
as an alternate. 

The girls' soccer program took a giant step in a year full of excitement. Their record 
was 11-3-2 and they had a great playoff run, outscoring their opponents with 58 goals 
scored and 11 allowed. The team was led by senior goalkeepers Ashley Brough, Lacey 
Dake, Katie McKee and Sarah Rana with a combined 10 shutouts and only 11 goals 
allowed all season. Amanda Carreno, Rachel Slack, Emily West, Sallie McGuire, 
Jessica Metevelis and Megan McGuirk had a combined 25 goals scored and 25 assists. 
Amanda had the team high with 11 goals and 16 assists. Rachel Slack and Emily West 
were exceptional in defense, stopping the opposition and scoring four goals and assist
ing five. Sallie McGuire and Jessica Metevelis provided strength and experience to the 
midfield. The offense was anchored by Megan McGuirk who scored nine and assisted 
five. This group of girls made a tremendous impact on the team's success, and they 
will be missed. 

One word can describe the 2006 seniors in track -AWESOME! Alex Rowin is one of 
the best 1600 meter, 800 meter and 3200 meter runners in the state and went to the 
Texas Relays where he placed 4th in the 1600, setting a school record. Chelsea Helm 
will attend Kansas University on a track scholarship as a multi-event athlete. Danielle 
Gilchrist will go down as probably the best hurdler the state has ever produced. She 
is undefeated in the 100 and 300 hurdles in her career. She will take her talents to 
Auburn University in the fall. 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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Megan McGuirk 
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Dominique Franks 

Chase Nelson 

monstrated Leadership (C 

The seniors led the Redskins to back-to-back 6A state football championships in 2004 
and 2005. During their three years of high school, this year's seniors had a winning 
record of 38 - 3, and several received post-season honors. Dominique Franks and 
Chase Nelson were named by the Daily Oklahoman as first team All-State. The 
Oklahoma Coaches Association selected Casey Thurber and Jake Borgsmiller to rep
resent Union in the OCA All-State games and Oil Bowl team where all-stars from 
Oklahoma take on the all-stars from Texas. 

Several football players have received scholarships to continue their playing careers at 
the college level: Dominique Franks - OU, Chase Nelson - Tennessee, Ry~ Hoyt -
Wheaton Seth Cowan and Renard Johnson - Missouri Southern, Jake Borgsmiller and 
Terrill Jlmoh - NEO, Aaron Wallace - Southeastern, Casey Thurber - University of 
Central Arkansas and KeJuan Taylor - Baker. 

The volleyball program had another very competitive season, ranked in the top ten all 
year. Two seniors, Katie Troutman and Brittnee Swimmer, were three-year starters 
and played large parts as sophomores in the team's run to the state finals .. Katie and 
Brittnee both played for Tulsa Volleyball Club in the off season and qualified for the 
national tournament as sophomores. Katie graduates as the top defensive player in the 
history of Union's volleyball program. Brittnee, who played both defensive specialist 
and setter during her time at Union, set a record with 21 consecutive serves in a match 
against Enid. 

Alex Rowin led the cross country boys with a state championship in the 1600 meter 
run (4:17). He also competed at state in the 4x800 relay (5th place) and in the 3200 
meter run (4th place). Alex was also chosen to compete on the Oklahoma All-Star team 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and has received a full scholarship to Oral Roberts 
University. David Schulze found the discus event to be most promising and was very 
competitive in his senior year. Nancy Schneider is another senior who did whatever 
was needed to help the team. She competed in the 4x800 relay and the open 8?0. 
Nancy was also a member of the girls' cross country team. Ina Ables, the ~efending 
state champion in the 2-mile run, had her track season cut short due to an IDJUry. She 
still traveled with the team and encouraged younger runners to do their very best. Ina 
has been awarded a scholarship to Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama, where 
she will compete in both track and cross country. 

(Continued on Page 1 0) 
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Katie Troutman 

Brittnee Swimmer 

Classmates congratulate Merrilat Pittman, state secre~ary fo_r the State 
Student Council Convention which was held at Unwn H1gh School. 
Pittman was honored for organizing a large part of the event. 

Kara Bunting, Rachael Arrington, Mallory Nolen and La'!ren Nichols (left 
to right) wrote the names of all the seniors on the south ~1dewalk ~ntrance 
of Union High School in chalk. Zane Muzaffar, who will be senwr class 
president next year, took the photo. 
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Stacy Korner 

Tonya Connely 

Senior Latasha Littleton participated in gymnastics since 7th grade and has had an out
standing career at Union. She was named All-State four years, lettered four years and 
finished in the top five all-around at state each year. In 2005, she placed 3rd on 
Balance Beam at state, and in 2006 she was the state Vault champion. Tasha was a 
member of the last three high school state championship gymnastics teams in 2003, 
2004 and 2005. 

The fast-pitch and slow-pitch softball teams had players who were determined to work 
intensely and were guided by seniors Leticia Gaytan, Stacy Korner, Andy Bernal and 
Tonya Connely. Although these players graduated, they will continue to persevere in 
their future endeavors. Leticia plans on attending NEO or TCC, then going on to 
Oklahoma University. Tanya also plans on attending OU as she works toward a degree 
in physical therapy. Andy and Stacy will pursue their education at Oklahoma State 
University. While Stacy aspires to become an elementary school teacher, Andy plans 
on entering the nursing or medical field. 

The 2005-2006 wrestling season ended as one of the most successful in recent histo
ry. The Redskins finished the Dual season 15-5, winning th'e district championship. 
Individually they ended the year with a sixth place finish at the state tournament. Four 
wrestlers earned a berth at state this season with Daniel Stockton making his third trip 
to the tournament and ending his high school career as a three-time state qualifier and 
a state placer. Daniel was also the recipient of the "Winkler Award," was voted Team 
Contributor, was team captain and selected All-State second team, All-Conference hon
orable mention and All-Star by Class. David Reger has signed with Missouri Valley 
College to continue his career. He ended the year as All-Star by Class and All
Conference honorable mention and received the Union "Pride Award" at the wrestling 
banquet. James Williams finished his senior season with a 5th place finish at region
al, was selected as All-Star by Class and All-Conference honorable mention and 
received the "Most Improved Award" at this year's wrestling banquet. James Walker 
and Bryan Shook both played important roles both in the practice room and on the 
mat, and James received the "Hustle Award" at the wrestling banquet. 

Swimmers Samantha Biddick, Andi Martin, Amanda Neal, Taryn Sondgeroth and 
Kelly VanSchoyck led the Union girls to a sixth place finish at state. Biddick was the 
top senior scorer at state with a 15th place finish in the 500 freestyle. The Union boys 
finished fourth at state missing the runner-up spot by just six points. Dylan Lynn and 
Eric McCrary finished their careers with great individual and relay performances. Lynn 
set the state record in the 200 freestyle and won the 100 freestyle. McCrary took sev
enth and sixth in the 200 and 500 freestyles. The seniors also teamed with two under
classmen to win the 400 freestyle relay. 

The Lady Redskin basketball team was led by a tremendous group of seniors including 
Lisa Chenoweth, Lacey Dake, Danielle Gilchrist, Grace Evans, Chelsea Helm, Stevie 
White, Caitlyn Williams and Bethany Vesper. They had many accomplishments 
throughout the season, some of which included the inaugural Holiday Hoopla tourna
ment championship, an area consolation tournament championship and another trip 
to the state tournament. In the state tournament game the team gave the defending 
state champion Norman all they could handle but came up short by a 40 to 48 score. 
Led by a special group of seniors, the team had a 20-win season with only seven 
defeats. Honors along the way included three All-Conference players, two All-Staters, 
one of whom will play in two All-State games. Lisa Chenoweth signed to play next sea
son with The Masters College in California. Some players have accepted other athletic 
scholarships and some academic scholarships. This group of ladies raised the bar for 
all future teams, and they will be sorely missed. 

Four seniors - Dominique Franks, Scott Henderson, Marcus Peel and David Welk- led 
the boys' basketball team. This class played in two state championship games, winning 
the title in 2004 and rurmer-up in 2006. Dom was a three-year letterman who earned 
third team All-Conference, All-District 7, All-Metro, honorable mention All-State and 6A 
All-State teams. Scott was also a three-year letterman who played up with the High 

Eric McCrary 

Lisa Chenoweth 
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Senior Class preside:ro.t 
Zakerion welcomed the 865 mem
bers of the Class of 2006, noting how 
their high school experiences may 
have differed but how they would all 
enter into a new phase of their lives. 

"For each of us, high school has been 
a completely different experience; for 
some it has been an opportunity to 
lead and for others a stepping stone 
in pursuit of success. The journey 
has not been easy, but we have never 
lacked mentors or guides," Zakerion 
said, crediting parents, family, 
friends, faculty and staff for the sup
port, dedication and love they have 
shown students over the past years. 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden 
addressed the seniors as the "fortunate 
ones." Burden explained, "You have been a part of something 
very special and you have taken advantage of opportunities to 

reach a major milestone in life - high school grad
uation. Tonight you perpetuate a legacy of 

Union High school that is greater than your-
self. Union students who have come before 
you are now a part of the bigger world -
they are engineers, doctors, teachers, 
lawyers, soldier, entrepreneurs, workers 

• and citizens who are contributing to the r quality of life in our community and 
throughout the world. Now, it is your turn 

to join them by setting your direction. 

"For most of you," Burden contin
ued, "formal education is not 
over and college awaits. For all of 
you, this evening's event is a rite 

of passage that distinguishes you 
from a child and welcomes you to 
the responsibilities of adulthood. In 

your heart of hearts you may not feel 
grown up enough for this leap. 

You may still feel like a little 
kid in a body that has 

become large; you may feel 
overwhelmed with indeci
sion about the future - I'll 

let you in on a little 
secret - it won't be the 
last time you feel that way. 
Dealing with the struggle of 
doing the right thing, persever
ing in spite of indecision, being 

courageous when you're 
scared - these are the constant 

challenges of life. The key is to have 
patience with yourself while you contin
ue to perfect yourself. Never confuse 
your mistakes with your value as a 
human being. You're a perfectly valu-

able, creative, worthwhile P'tnson and n0 amount of tribu
lation can ever change that." 

Student Council President Kyle Andrews told friends 
and family, "The students that sit before you exemplify 
true Union Redskins," the definition of which varies 
from person to person. 

"I asked a little second grader," Andrews 
stated it was someone who loved 
recess and chasing girls and I 
even asked our superintendent, 
Dr. Cathy Burden, who stated 'A 
Union redskin represents 
Oklahoma's rich Native American 
heritage which is valued for its 
commitment to the ideals of 
pride, honor, loyalty and respect.' 
I realized each of us individually 
upholds characteristics of caring, 
respect, trustworthiness whether 

you're a Student Council member, a band 
musician, a dramatic actor or a powerful 
athlete. Our class not only likes to play 
those childhood games we played in ele
mentary school; we also exhibit the best 
character qualities in our everyday life." 

Andrews said, "What you have before you is the utmost caring 
and giving students that have walked through the halls of Union 
High school. So, parents and guardians you may worry that we 
still don't know that bleach cannot go with colored laundry or 
that you have to actually check the oil in your car, but remember 
this - each student here has learned the most important value to 

life and that is give 
unto others." 

Executive senior 
class officer 
Marissa Hill said, 
"The choices made 
yesterday have 
resulted in the 
accomplishments 
of today. We cele
brate the courage 
that we have had to 
make it through 
rough times and the 
faith to believe that 
we can accomplish 
anything we put our 

hearts and minds to. Tonight is not only the end, but the begin
ning." 

Senior publicist Andrew Bennett and executive senior class 
cer Kat Wagner remembered 'The Good Ol' Days.' "It all st . 
in elementary, when on that first day of kindergarten you wowa
n't let go of your mother' s leg," Bennett said. "But," Wagner said, 
"as we got older, we only got cooler until we got to fifth grade 
when we ruled the school and were the coolest you could get." In 
high school, they recounted shared events with seniors, from 

,, 
winning the 6A State Champion fp'otball game to host
ing the State Student Council convention, all memories 
they will cherish as a class. 

Principal Dave Stauffer recognized 3 3 Distinguished 
Graduates as well as 10 Salutatorians and 10 
Valedictorians, representing the top 1 percent and 2 
percent of the class. Kara Bunting and Harika 
Caglayan were selected to speak for the Valedictorians. 

Bunting offered five tips of suc
cess for the "road of life.'' "l. 
Choose your destination and 
know how you are going to get 
there. 2. If you are lost, ask for 
directions. 3. Take your mother's 
advice; go to the bathroom when 
you have the chance - when an 
opportunity arises, take advantage 
of it and don't let it slip away. 4. 

Still sporting eye black, baseball players join graduation hours 
after winning the state championship. 

Senior 
Officer 

Evan Stege 
paid tribute to 
veterans in the 
audience while 
paying tribute 
to those seniors 
who have elect
ed to follow a 
career in the 
Armed Forces. 
"This great tra
dition has con
tinued through
out American 
history," Stege 
said, "from the 
World Wars to 
Vietnam to the 

Slow down. Don't take the curves too fast. 
The curvy parts of the road are the most 
challenging to navigate. 5. Don't stay so 
focused on your destination that you miss 
the sights along the way.'' 

Caglayan surmised that many seniors have 
the same unanswered questions facing 

them, sharing her father's experience with her classmates of how 
he overcame language and education barriers on his journey 
from Turkey to America. Overcoming language barriers and con
centrating on his education 
despite family hardships, he 
achieved his dream of becoming 
a chemical engineer. "I hope you 
remember my father's story and 
remember that you have so much 
more to start with than what my 
father had when he was your age; 
Union has provided you with a 
wonderful education with its 
variety of courses, entertaining 
activities and the confidence that 
you need to excel and bloom to 
your highest potential." 

Senior class secretary Mandy 
Wooten reminded seniors to 
treasure their memories and 
embrace the future. "Life, with its 
sunny days, job promotions and 
the unexpected flat tires now 
await us. Now, it is more impor
tant than ever to hope, plan and 

am but we must not forget our 
. Everyone who has walked the halls of Union High school 
experienced the good moments along with the bad - we are 

keaskins. Whether we are male, female, short or tall - we are 
Redskins. Whether we play sports, attempt to play sports, join a 
spirit squad, sing in the choir, act in productions, play in the 
band, produce artwork, do all or none of these things - we are 
Redskins - Redskins for life!" 

present war on terrorism. Without the courage and valor of those 
men and woman willing to defend our homeland, simple tasks 
such as going to the grocery store, going out to a movie and even 
sleeping at night would be too dangerous for 
ordinary citizens." His tribute was followed 
by a "Patriotic Medley" led by Justine 
Eckert and the Union Senior Choir. 

Senior Class Treasurer Leigh Mason led 
the class in the singing of their Alma 
Mater, a tradition they bear with great 

pride. Following the presentation 
of diplomas, the class officers 

passed the torch to the Class of 
2007. 

Acting Senior Class President 
Rachel Lynn said, "Although 
365 days seems remarkably far 
away, in a blink of an eye you 
will be in these same seats reflect
ing on your senior year. Please 
don't miss it. Take the challenge to 
honor Union's excellence as sen-

"Class of 2006, congratulations on a great 
year. You have continued the tradition 
of courageous commitment, gutsy 
determination and amazing academic 
pride." 
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Dominique Franks 

Chase Nelson 

monstrated Leadership (C 

The seniors led the Redskins to back-to-back 6A state football championships in 2004 
and 2005. During their three years of high school, this year's seniors had a winning 
record of 38 - 3, and several received post-season honors. Dominique Franks and 
Chase Nelson were named by the Daily Oklahoman as first team All-State. The 
Oklahoma Coaches Association selected Casey Thurber and Jake Borgsmiller to rep
resent Union in the OCA All-State games and Oil Bowl team where all-stars from 
Oklahoma take on the all-stars from Texas. 

Several football players have received scholarships to continue their playing careers at 
the college level: Dominique Franks - OU, Chase Nelson - Tennessee, Ry~ Hoyt -
Wheaton Seth Cowan and Renard Johnson - Missouri Southern, Jake Borgsmiller and 
Terrill Jlmoh - NEO, Aaron Wallace - Southeastern, Casey Thurber - University of 
Central Arkansas and KeJuan Taylor - Baker. 

The volleyball program had another very competitive season, ranked in the top ten all 
year. Two seniors, Katie Troutman and Brittnee Swimmer, were three-year starters 
and played large parts as sophomores in the team's run to the state finals .. Katie and 
Brittnee both played for Tulsa Volleyball Club in the off season and qualified for the 
national tournament as sophomores. Katie graduates as the top defensive player in the 
history of Union's volleyball program. Brittnee, who played both defensive specialist 
and setter during her time at Union, set a record with 21 consecutive serves in a match 
against Enid. 

Alex Rowin led the cross country boys with a state championship in the 1600 meter 
run (4:17). He also competed at state in the 4x800 relay (5th place) and in the 3200 
meter run (4th place). Alex was also chosen to compete on the Oklahoma All-Star team 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and has received a full scholarship to Oral Roberts 
University. David Schulze found the discus event to be most promising and was very 
competitive in his senior year. Nancy Schneider is another senior who did whatever 
was needed to help the team. She competed in the 4x800 relay and the open 8?0. 
Nancy was also a member of the girls' cross country team. Ina Ables, the ~efending 
state champion in the 2-mile run, had her track season cut short due to an IDJUry. She 
still traveled with the team and encouraged younger runners to do their very best. Ina 
has been awarded a scholarship to Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama, where 
she will compete in both track and cross country. 

(Continued on Page 1 0) 
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Katie Troutman 

Brittnee Swimmer 

Classmates congratulate Merrilat Pittman, state secre~ary fo_r the State 
Student Council Convention which was held at Unwn H1gh School. 
Pittman was honored for organizing a large part of the event. 

Kara Bunting, Rachael Arrington, Mallory Nolen and La'!ren Nichols (left 
to right) wrote the names of all the seniors on the south ~1dewalk ~ntrance 
of Union High School in chalk. Zane Muzaffar, who will be senwr class 
president next year, took the photo. 
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Stacy Korner 

Tonya Connely 

Senior Latasha Littleton participated in gymnastics since 7th grade and has had an out
standing career at Union. She was named All-State four years, lettered four years and 
finished in the top five all-around at state each year. In 2005, she placed 3rd on 
Balance Beam at state, and in 2006 she was the state Vault champion. Tasha was a 
member of the last three high school state championship gymnastics teams in 2003, 
2004 and 2005. 

The fast-pitch and slow-pitch softball teams had players who were determined to work 
intensely and were guided by seniors Leticia Gaytan, Stacy Korner, Andy Bernal and 
Tonya Connely. Although these players graduated, they will continue to persevere in 
their future endeavors. Leticia plans on attending NEO or TCC, then going on to 
Oklahoma University. Tanya also plans on attending OU as she works toward a degree 
in physical therapy. Andy and Stacy will pursue their education at Oklahoma State 
University. While Stacy aspires to become an elementary school teacher, Andy plans 
on entering the nursing or medical field. 

The 2005-2006 wrestling season ended as one of the most successful in recent histo
ry. The Redskins finished the Dual season 15-5, winning th'e district championship. 
Individually they ended the year with a sixth place finish at the state tournament. Four 
wrestlers earned a berth at state this season with Daniel Stockton making his third trip 
to the tournament and ending his high school career as a three-time state qualifier and 
a state placer. Daniel was also the recipient of the "Winkler Award," was voted Team 
Contributor, was team captain and selected All-State second team, All-Conference hon
orable mention and All-Star by Class. David Reger has signed with Missouri Valley 
College to continue his career. He ended the year as All-Star by Class and All
Conference honorable mention and received the Union "Pride Award" at the wrestling 
banquet. James Williams finished his senior season with a 5th place finish at region
al, was selected as All-Star by Class and All-Conference honorable mention and 
received the "Most Improved Award" at this year's wrestling banquet. James Walker 
and Bryan Shook both played important roles both in the practice room and on the 
mat, and James received the "Hustle Award" at the wrestling banquet. 

Swimmers Samantha Biddick, Andi Martin, Amanda Neal, Taryn Sondgeroth and 
Kelly VanSchoyck led the Union girls to a sixth place finish at state. Biddick was the 
top senior scorer at state with a 15th place finish in the 500 freestyle. The Union boys 
finished fourth at state missing the runner-up spot by just six points. Dylan Lynn and 
Eric McCrary finished their careers with great individual and relay performances. Lynn 
set the state record in the 200 freestyle and won the 100 freestyle. McCrary took sev
enth and sixth in the 200 and 500 freestyles. The seniors also teamed with two under
classmen to win the 400 freestyle relay. 

The Lady Redskin basketball team was led by a tremendous group of seniors including 
Lisa Chenoweth, Lacey Dake, Danielle Gilchrist, Grace Evans, Chelsea Helm, Stevie 
White, Caitlyn Williams and Bethany Vesper. They had many accomplishments 
throughout the season, some of which included the inaugural Holiday Hoopla tourna
ment championship, an area consolation tournament championship and another trip 
to the state tournament. In the state tournament game the team gave the defending 
state champion Norman all they could handle but came up short by a 40 to 48 score. 
Led by a special group of seniors, the team had a 20-win season with only seven 
defeats. Honors along the way included three All-Conference players, two All-Staters, 
one of whom will play in two All-State games. Lisa Chenoweth signed to play next sea
son with The Masters College in California. Some players have accepted other athletic 
scholarships and some academic scholarships. This group of ladies raised the bar for 
all future teams, and they will be sorely missed. 

Four seniors - Dominique Franks, Scott Henderson, Marcus Peel and David Welk- led 
the boys' basketball team. This class played in two state championship games, winning 
the title in 2004 and rurmer-up in 2006. Dom was a three-year letterman who earned 
third team All-Conference, All-District 7, All-Metro, honorable mention All-State and 6A 
All-State teams. Scott was also a three-year letterman who played up with the High 

Eric McCrary 

Lisa Chenoweth 
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Paul Ko 

Demonstrated Leadership 

Senior Kyle Dunn won Union's first state champion award in competitive speech since 
1998 with his presentation of "Garbage Scan" in the humorous interpretation catego
ry. Dunn also qualified for regionals in the following events: poetry interpretation, for
eign and domestic extemporaneous speaking, monologue, humorous duet and dra
matic Interpretation. 

Devin Logsdon won first in regional competition for poetry with two humorous 
poems. Brooke Cole and Brooke Talley competed in the humorous acting interpreta
tion category. Jana Rush also qualified in monolog acting. Carla Buford qualified in 
three separate events while Kevin Currie, Jordan Love and Brooke Talley qualified for 
the second year in a row. Other qualifiers included Brooke Cole, Connor Cosgrove, 
Katie Standish and Angela Taylor. 

Drama students Kevin Currie, Katie Mileur, Jackson Currie, Angela Taylor and Kyle 
Gipson won the All-Star Cast in the regional one-act play competition and their rendi
tion of The Illusion won first place. They won third in the State OSSAA One-Act Play 
Competition. 

Shelbi Allen received the top award and medal finalist award in the University of 
Science and Arts of Oklahoma's "Innovations" contest. Allen also received a Silver Key 
Award, Individual Entry Category in the Oklahoma Scholastics Arts Competition. 
Stephen Carradini received a Silver Key award and Top Entry in the photography cat
egory at the same competition. Kacper Nowacki received the Top Award recognition 
for his entry in the "Innovations" competition at the University of Science and Arts of 
Oklahoma. 

Eric Rosell received a Gold Key Award, the highest recognition available in the 
Photography category at the Oklahoma Scholastic Arts Competition. Tanya Torrealba 
received two Gold Key Awards in the Individual Entry and the Portfolio categories in 
the same competition. Students receiving Silver Key and Gold Key honors in the 
National Scholastic Arts Competition will have their work sent for adjudication at the 
national level. The winning art work at that level will be exhibited in either New York 
or Washington D.C. 

Senior Kari Lincks was chosen for membership in the Oklahoma Music Educators 
Association's All-State Band and the All-State Orchestra as oboist and played as a mem
ber of the OMEA All-State Orchestra. Lincks was honored as Union's only recipient of 
the State Superintendent's Award for Excellence in the Arts. This high honor is pre
sented statewide to fewer than 90 outstanding students who have had exceptional suc
cess in visual or performing arts. Lincks was also selected as this year's recipient of 
the David Anderson Memorial Scholarship which includes as its criteria musical excel
lence, positive character and scholastic success. 

Paul Ko, a member of Union's orchestra, was recognized at the OMEA All-State 
Orchestra Concert in January as a three-year member of that prestigious organization. 
Ko was also a long-time member of the High School String Quartet. Senior orchestra 
member Drew Sahli was also chosen as a member of this year's OMEA All-State 
Orchestra. Sahli and other student musicians presented a concert in January after 
working with a nationally recognized director. 

Kathy Summers, who was also co-drum major for the Renegade Regiment this year, 
was chosen as a member of the OMEA All-State Band. This elite group of state band 
students worked with a nationally recognized director prior to a concert in conjunction 
with the OMEA State Convention in January. 

Christina Terry was selected as part of this year's OMEA All-State Choir. This group 
was made up of 200 of Oklahoma's best high school singers and offered four days of 
rehearsal and performance that pushed the members to a new level of excellence. 
Many students view their participation in All-State groups as one of the high points of 
their high school career. Desmond Dansby was also chosen for membership in the All
State Jazz Choir and Whitney Walters was selected as a member of the OCDA All-State 
Women's Chorus. 

Tonya Torrealba 

Kathy Summers 

Christina Terry 
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Brent Potts 

Philip Davis 

Zachary McKnight 

emonstrated Leadership (Cont. 

School team for four years. He was a team captain, bringing leadership to the team. 
Marcus Peel was a one-year letter winner after transferring from Booker T. Washington. 
He was a great addition to the team, leading us in blocked shots. David Welk was a 
two-year letterman; a team captain bringing leadership in everything he did and prob
ably the hardest working player on the team. These seniors were not only productive 
on the court, but they were also good citizens and representatives for the school. 

The Union golf team is very fortunate to have both quality leadership and great golfers 
in the program. Steven Allert, one of our most valuable leaders wl>o has led by his 
attitude, work ethic and consistency, will pursue a degree in electrical engineering at 
Oklahoma State University. Brent Potts, also a model of consistency with his play, has 
signed a D-1 Scholarship that will take his game to Monroe, Louisiana. His career 
includes four appearances at state with a couple of top 25's. All-Stater Kira Canada 
has been an outstanding player for our girls' program and has earned multiple top-5 
placings throughout her high school and AJGA career. Marissa Hill has been a valu
able asset and has the luxury of continuing her golfing and academic career at Drury 
University in Springfield, Missouri. Marissa has several top110 finishes as a senior, 
including a top 5 at conference. She is a 2006 All-State 1st alternate for the 2006 All
State games. These seniors have been not only valuable assets on the course but have 
excelled in the classroom as well. They leave a great legacy and tradition for future 
Redskins to uphold. 

The boys' varsity soccer team began their state championship defense with only two 
returning starters and many new faces in the lineup. Goalkeeper Tou Yang and 
defender Philip Davis were the two lone returning starters from the 2004-2005 state 
championship team. The leadership and hard work provided by seniors Jason Owens, 
Andrew Dozier, Zachary McKnight, Joseph Hinck, Carlos Zuta, Andre Cooks, 
Gregory Grassmyer and Aaron De Silva provided a framework from which the 
Redskins built success. The season began with a trip to Orange Beach, Alabama, where 
the Redskins earned second place in the Island Cup Invitational Tournament. The team 
returned to Tulsa where they earned the district championship by going undefeated in 
District 3. They ended the regular season with an 11-3 overall record and 7-0 record 
in district. The first round of the playoffs saw the Redskins host dangerous Tulsa 
Memorial where their superior play resulted in a 2-0 victory. In the second round of 
the playoffs, they fell 2-1 in overtime to the eventual state champion Jenks Trojans. 
Post-season honors capped off the season when Philip Davis and Zachary McKnight 
were selected to the Oklahoma All-State Team, and goalkeeper Tou Yang was selected 
as an alternate. 

The girls' soccer program took a giant step in a year full of excitement. Their record 
was 11-3-2 and they had a great playoff run, outscoring their opponents with 58 goals 
scored and 11 allowed. The team was led by senior goalkeepers Ashley Brough, Lacey 
Dake, Katie McKee and Sarah Rana with a combined 10 shutouts and only 11 goals 
allowed all season. Amanda Carreno, Rachel Slack, Emily West, Sallie McGuire, 
Jessica Metevelis and Megan McGuirk had a combined 25 goals scored and 25 assists. 
Amanda had the team high with 11 goals and 16 assists. Rachel Slack and Emily West 
were exceptional in defense, stopping the opposition and scoring four goals and assist
ing five. Sallie McGuire and Jessica Metevelis provided strength and experience to the 
midfield. The offense was anchored by Megan McGuirk who scored nine and assisted 
five. This group of girls made a tremendous impact on the team's success, and they 
will be missed. 

One word can describe the 2006 seniors in track -AWESOME! Alex Rowin is one of 
the best 1600 meter, 800 meter and 3200 meter runners in the state and went to the 
Texas Relays where he placed 4th in the 1600, setting a school record. Chelsea Helm 
will attend Kansas University on a track scholarship as a multi-event athlete. Danielle 
Gilchrist will go down as probably the best hurdler the state has ever produced. She 
is undefeated in the 100 and 300 hurdles in her career. She will take her talents to 
Auburn University in the fall. 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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Nathan Hoyt 

Eight Uriion seniors were cho
seu as 2005-2006 National 
fvlerit Scholarship finalists by 
the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC). Those 
students are Rachael Arring
ton, Stephen Carradini, Kyle 
Dunn, Nathan Hoyt, Andrea 
Jordan, Jacob Lambert, 
Kaitlin Nicholas and Colin 
Paul. 

To be selected as Merit schol
ars, students must demon
strate an outstanding academ
ic record, be endorsed and 
recommended by their school 
principal, confirm PSAT/ 
NMSQT (Preliminary Schol
astic Assessment Test/ 
National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test) performance 
on the Scholastic Assessment 
Test (SAT) or the American 
College Test (ACT) and pro
vide detailed information 
about their scholastic accom
plishments, school and com
munity activities, educational 
plans and goals. 

National Merit Scholarship 
awards are supported by 
some 600 independent spon
sors and by NMSC's own 
funds. Sponsor organizations 
include corporations and 
businesses, company founda
tions, professional associa
tions, and colleges and univer
sities. 

Though not qualifying for 
scholarship competition, two 
other Union High School sen
iors were named National 
Merit Commended Students in 
recognition of their high aca
demic performance on the 
PSAT/NMSQT test. Those stu
dents were Chet Dodrill and 
Drew Sahli. A third senior, 
Spencer T. Kusi, was recog
nized as an Outstanding 
Participant in the 2006 
National Achievement Schol
arship Program. 
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The PTA Council Communique 

The Andersen PTA had another success
ful year! We sent three delegates to the 
Oklahoma State PTA Convention in August 
for training and were busy ever since! We 
hosted the back-to-school teacher break
fast and Meet the Teacher before the first 
day of school. 

In October, we hosted the Oklahoma Fit 
Kids Coalition and used this program as a 
kick-off to our new Mileage Club recess 
walking program. Our Bingo Nights in the 
fall and spring were widely attended, with 
silent auction baskets in high demand! 

In November, the PTA hosted the annual 
Talent Show, which showcased talented 
students of all ages. Our students also par
ticipated in Reflections and we had 88 
impressive entries! 

In February, we hosted the annual 
Geography Bee, for 3rd through 5th 
graders. We ended the year with Super 
Kids' Day, 5th Grade Team Day and, of 
course, Teacher Appreciation Week. We 
have such wonderful teachers at Andersen 
and we love them all! 

Thank you so much to all of the committee 
members and parent volunteers who 
helped make this year a success! Without 
them, we wouldn't be able to host activi
ties such as Spirit Days, Chat-n-Chew, 
Pizza, Ice Cream and Popcorn Days, 
Homeroom Parents and Teacher Grants. 

Debra Searcy 
Andersen PTA President 

We had a great year at Boevers! We kicked 
off the school year with a back-to-school 
luncheon for our wonderful teachers and 
staff, followed by back-to-school night 
with a mini-carnival membership drive. 
Our PTA officers got into the spirit and 
dressed up to the state membership drive 
theme of "The Wizard of OZ." 

We had a well-attended fall and spring 
Bingo and silent auction. We also spon
sored two theme-based reading nights. 
We gave away books, played games, and 
had refreshments for the kids. Our fall 
fund raiser, Gingerbread Shop, and our 
Bingos enabled us to provide classroom 
grants, Honor Roll decorations and 
refreshments, Teacher Appreciation Week, 
Catch the Dream, Reflections, and helped 
to fund the Rose Hill trip for our 4th 
graders. Our playground will also be get
ting a facelift over the summer. New play
ground equipment will be installed and 
ready for the new school year! 

The success of our PTA is due to the vol
unteers who dedicate their time to make 
Boevers the BEST that it can be. Thank you 
to the PTA Board and committee chairs 

President's Comments • 
. 

. 

The end of the school year brings both beginnings and endings. 
For students, it's time to wrap up final projects, say goodbyes, and look forward to 
summer adventures. For PT As, the end of the school year is an occasion to reflect 
and recognize those who have played a role in the work of the organization. For 
myself, it is a time to show the respect and honor I feel for having served this school 
district as President and to look forward to new ventures and volunteer opportuni
ties. How can I wrap up the most interesting and fulfilling position I was given the 
privilege of holding? President of Union PTA Council has been an experience that will 
remain with me always. 

This has been an outstanding year with the largest PTA Council Board of volunteers 
ever. I am grateful to all the people with whom I have worked and the many indi
viduals who have taught me so much along the way. 

Hats off to Council Presidents, Delegates, Principals and Dr. Burden for making our 
Council so stellar. Dr. Burden, a personal thank you for your support and faith in 
Union PTA Council. I also want to thank all the Council Board Officers and Chairmen 
for your hard work and enthusiasm. The support we provide to the district and to 
our students is life changing, not only for them, but ourselves. 

It is critical for parents to be actively involved in their child's education. Here are 
some of the findings of major research: 
• When parents are involved in their children's education at home, they do better in 
school. And when parents are involved in school, children go farther in school - and 
the schools they go to are better. 
• The family makes critical contributions to student achievement from preschool 
through high school. A home environment that encourages learning is more impor
tant to student achievement than income, education level or cultural background. 
• Reading achievement is more dependent on learning activities in the home than is 
math or science. Reading aloud to children is the most important activity that par
ents can do to increase their child's chance of reading success. Talking to children 
about books and stories read to them also supports reading achievement. 
• When children and parents talk regularly about school, children perform better aca
demically. 
• Three kinds of parental involvement at home are consistently associated with high
er student achievement: actively organizing and monitoring a child's time, helping 
with homework and discussing school matters . 
• The earlier that parent involvement begins in a child's educational process, the 
more powerful the effects. 
• Positive results of parental involvement include improved student achievement, 
reduced absenteeism, improved behavior, and restored confidence among parents in 
their children's schooling. 

It is with great pride this year we are awarding over 35 scholarships to graduating 
seniors for $500.00 each. What an incredible accomplishment for the Council 
Members and those seniors who applied. This is the most money in the history of 
Union PTA Council awarded in scholarships and it is our hope it will only continue to 
grow. 

As my time as PTA President comes to an end, there are still some important things 
that we need to remember. Being a member of PTA also means that you are a part of 
a large, national organization whose voice reaches all the way to Washington. 
National PTA's logo is "every child, one voice." PTA advocates for children and pub
lic schools alike, interacting with legislators in a way that one person alone would not 
be able to. It has made it such a pleasure to serve this year, as your PTA president, 
and I will be proud to continue my service to PTA and to Union. 

Linda Dunbar 
Union PTA Council President 
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Chet Dodrill 

Special Recognition 

Community Service Recognition: Kyle Andrews, Rachael Arrington, Kara Bunting, 
Stephen Carradini, Timothy Castell, Cari Domoney, Channing Fair, Adrienne Fulton, 
Catherine Galbraith, Adam Greer, Scott Henderson, Nike Jaji, Safia Jaliawala, Andrea 
Jordan, Paul Ko, Jacob Lambert, David Lee, Tucker Lincecum, Brett Luna, Storm Luna, 
Jessa Mehlhoff, Alisa Miles, Catherine Oh, Roshan Patel, Kirk Phillips, Merillat Pittman, 
Shinae Smith, Chad Standish, Katie Swant, Whitney Walters, David Welk, Stevie White, 
Caitlyn Williams, Mandy Wooten, Kayla Zachary and Rachel Zimmerman 

Distinguished Graduates: Rachael Arrington, Timothy Bostelmann, Kara Bunting, 
Stephen Carradini, Alexander Carroll, Courtney Chandler, Alyssa DeWendt, Chet 
Dodrill, Channing Fair, Adam Greer, Safia Jaliawala, Andrea Jordan, Paul Ko, Jacob 
Lambert, David Lee, Leigh Mason, Kathryn Mayes, Jessa Mehlhoff, Alisa Miles, Kaitlin 
Nicholas, Catherine Oh, Alyssa Ohs, Colin Paul, Ryan Paul, Merillat Pittman, Mason 
Rowell, ]ana Rush, Shinae Smith, Jennifer Talley, Whitney Walters, David Welk, Ashley 
Wilkinson and Rachel Zimmerman 

National Merit Scholars Finalists: Rachael Arrington, Stephen Carradini, Kyle Dunn, 
Nathan Hoyt, Andrea Jordan, Jacob Lambert, Kaitlin Nicholas and Colin Paul 

National Merit Scholars Commended: Chet Dodrill and Drew Sahli 

Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence All-Stater: Jacob Lambert 

Oklahoma Academic Scholars: Shelbi Allen, Steven Allert, Lindsey Ameen, Megan 
Anderson, Rachael Arrington, Victoria Beaty, Samantha Biddick, Jamie Bolley, Timothy 
Bostelmann, Kara Bunting, Harika Caglayan, Stephen Carradini, Alexander Carroll, 
Andrew Cease, Courtney Chandler, Chet Dodrill, Andrew Dozier, Kyle Dunn, Adrienne 
Fulton, Adam Greer, Joshua Hairston, Kjerstie Johnson, Andrea Jordan, Trenton 
Kinnear, Paul Ko, Jacob Lambert, David Lee, Kathryn Mayes, Elizabeth McGovney, Alisa 
Miles, Kayleigh Mouser, Amanda Neal, Kaitlin Nicholas, Lauren Nichols, Mallory Nolen, 
Alyssa Ohs, Colin Paul, Ryan Paul, Merillat Pittman, Amy Reinking, Milan Riggs, Lauren 
Rogers, Amanda Roth, Mason Rowell, ]ana Rush, David Schulze, Shinae Smith, Adam 
Strawmyer, James Tate, Tracey Thompson, Maria Vera, Whitney Walters, Erin Webb, 
David Welk, Stevie White, Ashley Wilkinson, Douglas Wright and Rachel Zimmerman 

PTA Council Scholarshin: Lindsey Ameen, Kyle Andrews, Jordan Bates, Andrew 
Bennett, Samantha Biddick, Alexander Carroll, Timothy Castell, Lisa Chenoweth, 
Connor Cosgrove, Cari Domoney, Channing Fair, Adam Greer, Deena Hasbini, 
Alexandra Hess, Andrea Jordan, Ryne Karpio, Samantha Krafft, Jacob Lambert, Rachel 
Lynn, Leigh Mason, Kathryn Mayes, Ryan 11atthiesen, Alisa Miles, Kirk Phillips, Lauren 
Rogers, Drew Sahli, David Schulze, Evan Stege, James Tate, Stevie White, Caitlyn 
Williams, Candis Worthy, Douglas Wright, Kayla Zachary and Shagah Zakerion 

Robert C. Byrd Scholar: Jacob Lambert 

Valedictorians - Top 1% of Class: Timothy Bostelmann, Kara Bunting, Harika 
Caglayan, Chet Dodrill, Kyle Dunn, Paul Ko, Jacob Lambert, Colin Paul, Mason Rowell 
and Maria Vera 

Salutatorians - Top 2% of Class: Rachael Arrington, Stephen Carradini, Andrew Cease, 
Courtney Chandler, Adam Greer, Andrea Jordan, David Lee, Ryan Paul, ]ana Rush and 
Rachel Zimmerman 

Alisa Miles Rachel Zimmerman 
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vho worked diligently to put together pro
.:rams for our school. It has been an honor 
and a privilege to be part of such a com
mitted group of people. I am proud to 
have served on the Boevers PTA Board. 

Kellye Torres 
Boevers PTA President 

It has been a great year at Briarglen, and it 
has been a pleasure serving as your PTA 
president. From Back-to-School Night to 
Read and Feeds to Fall Carnival to Book 
Fairs, I have enjoyed every moment 
because it is for the kids that we love. 

There can be no leadership without people 
to lead. With that said, I would like to 
thank Lisa Cobb, Susan Ragina, Kristy 
Weber, Kim Hall, Mika Galutza, Pam Glenn, 
Ann White, Stephanie Dickerson, Michelle 
Henson and Genetta Hutton for stepping 
up to the plate and serving as event chair
persons. 

Our Open House was a big success with a 
60%+ turnout, followed by our annual Fall 
Book Fair which had a 44% increase in 
profit. We held our 2nd annual Read and 
Feed where students wrote their own 
books and parents came to school and the 
children read to them. The families were 
.erved dinner catered by Charlie's Chicken 
1t no cost to them. We doubled our Box 
fops/Labels income, and for the first time 
ever, we have been able to set money aside 
for playground equipment. We ended the 
year with a big bang when Radio Disney 
came to entertain for two hours. We 
served a sack lunch and had pizza for 5th 
grade. Popsicles were provided and a 
movie with popcorn was shown. 

Parents, please think about volunteering 
at the school. Even if it is only an hour a 
week, it is worth every minute to these 
kids. Again, thank you for allowing me to 
serve you and your children. 

Pam Main 
Briarglen PTA President 

Have you driven by Cedar Ridge lately? If 
you have, then you have seen the wonder
fully landscaped split U we now have on 
our front lawn. Our creative landscape 
chairman designed it. U really should see 
it! 

We started the year with a back-to-school 
luncheon for our teachers and staff, then 
moved right on to our fund raiser which 
helped us install our outdoor classroom. 
Our PTA funds science enrichment pro
' ams such as butterfly metamorphosis, 
ncubating chick eggs, owl pellet dissec

tion, shark dissection and pig hearts dis
section. Our annual Bingo night in 
November brought families together to 
enjoy pizza and play Bingo. We were excit
ed to participate in Reflections, Red 

Ribbon Week, Catch the Dream, Klothes 
Kloset, Box Tops, Pizza Days and Spirit 
Nights. 

The highlight of the year was our first Jog
a-than in April! With the funds raised, we 
will be able to install benches in the new 
outdoor classroom and complete that 
project. We did this as a second fund rais
er, but it is our hope to have the Jog-a-thon 
become an annual event and our main 
fund raiser. 

We have more new things planned for next 
year, and it will be exciting to make them 
happen. We welcome the new families that 
will be joining Cedar Ridge next year due 
to the boundary changes from redistrict
ing. We are excited to have them and hope 
to help them feel at horne and part of the 
Cedar Ridge community as quickly as pos
sible. 

Thank you to the volunteers, paren~s . 
teachers and staff of Cedar Ridge, espe
cially to our wonderful principal, Ellen 
Crager, for her constant support. It's your 
dedication and enthusiasm that make 
Cedar Ridge a wonderful place to be. I 
look forward to serving again next year! 

Stacey ]ellison 
Cedar Ridge PTA President 

Greetings Union Families! I am happy to 
report that Roy Clark Elementary PTA 
membership has increased significantly . 
and we have 100% membership from Clark 
teachers! In addition to our membership 
success, Clark hosted three exceedingly 
thriving Bingo nights, continued our 
monthly newsletter entitled, "Cowboy 
Capers," and numerous students partici
pated in a variety of fund raisers. 

Students also had a successful year with 
the Accelerated Reader program. Many 
students received T-shirts for earning half 
their points goal, and students who met 
their goal for the year received a trophy at 
our annual Spring Fiesta. 

My year as Clark PTA president has been 
one of my most rewarding experiences. As 
a new president, challenges presented 
themselves often, but thanks to continu
ous support from Clark staff and our par
ent members, we were able to accomplish 
great things! 

I would like to thank our current treasurer 
Kristin Ronan for her work and dedication 
to the Clark PTA. Kristin will be leaving our 
board the end of this school year and she 
will be greatly missed! Lastly, we would 
like to welcome Heather McAdams who 
will fill the vacancy of vice president. We 
are so excited to have her join us! 

I look forward to continuing my duty as 

president for the 2006-2007 school year . 
Together, with your help, our children ben
efit! 

jessica Jordan 
Clark PTA President 

Wow! What a year we had at Darnaby! We 
were able to do so much for our students 
thanks to the Board members who worked 
so hard, our wonderful parents who volun
teered, Mr. Carson who was very support
ive of our PTA, our office staff who pro
vided guidance and resources and the 
teachers who are the key to communica
ti 1n to our parents. 

We set sail with a wonderful Nautical 
Luncheon to welcome back our teachers 
and staff. Jog-a-thon took place in October 
and was our biggest fund raiser of the 
year. We hosted Family Fun Nights in 
November and in April. Our community 

·came together for Bingo, pizza and lots of 
prizes! In December, Darnaby hosted its 
24th Annual Arts and Crafts show. 
February brought the Carnival, and we had 
a blast watching Mr. Carson get a few pies 
throvvn in his face. In March we treated our 
teachers to the Best Teacher Appreciation 
including lots of goodies to eat, lunch and 
a message. We were all entertained by our 
talented students as we put on another 
Talent Show. Hollywood, watch out! 

April brought Fine Arts as we hosted an 
Open House to include poetry writing, art
work, singing and dancing. Author Brad 
Bagert, came for the day to work with all of 
our students. 

In May we closed out the year with a Field 
Day. Darnaby had a great year including 
other activities such as Popcorn Day, 
Reflections, Meet the Masters, publishing 
student books, participating in Junior 
Great Books, Red Ribbon Week, School 
Spirit nights, and the Union Klothes Kloset. 
Thanks to our parents and staff for a great 
year. 

Stephanie Goekeler 
Darnaby PTA President 

I can't believe the school year is over. I 
would like to thank all of the very special 
parents and teachers who helped this year. 
We had lots of little things that went over 
very well for our kids. The Fun Days were 
very awesome, and most of the children 
were able to participate in the activities. 
We had a Carnival in the fall that was a 
huge success as far as getting our families 
together. Our Pizza Day involved the 1st-
5th grades, and all but about 38 or so chil
dren were able to participate. The main 
fund raiser that we had was our Candle 
Wishes which went very well. 

I am so proud of our school, and I wish our 
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NION 
Grabl-fa tiot1 Cclebra tiot1 

Graduation Celebration 2006 was an 
outstanding success. Tulsa's Incredible 
Pizza was the site of fun, food and 
prizes enjoyed by 530 UHS graduates. 
This year's attendees played bingo, 
poker & video games, went bowling, 
drove go-carts and rode a monster truck 
simulator. Door prizes were given away 
all night long. The Graduation 
Celebration committee spent countless 
hours preparing for the event and its 
success would not have been possible 
without their efforts. Sincere thanks go 
to: Karen & Richard Reinking, Marcia 
Wright, Ruth Sahli, Melinda Phillips, 
Kaay Shackleford, Carol Quinn, Sheila 
Mason, Kathy Bunting, Pam Fell, Becki 
Rush, Georgene Zinn, Donna Wooten, 
Glenda Wright, Kathy White, Mitzi 
Montgomery, Cindy Webb, Melynnie 
Williams, Kim Jones and Debbie Swant
Hess, as well as to the volunteer parents 
who chaperoned the event. 

The Graduation Celebration committee 
would also like to thank the senior par
~nts for their generous financial contri
outions as well as these local business
es, whose financial support ensured the 
success of the safe, drug- and alcohol
free event for our 2006 graduates: Great 
Plains Coca-Cola, Walmart (91st & 
Memorial), RCB Bank, Radisson Hotel 
Tulsa, The Farm Shopping Center, 
Krispy Kreme, Broken Arrow Civitans, 
Moody's Jewelers, Asbury United 
Methodist Church, Abuelo's, St. Francis 
Health System, Panera Bread, The 
Crosby Group, The Perfect Touch, Quik 
Trip, Golden Corral, Tulsa Bone & Joint, 
Hungry Howie's, Montgomery Extermi
nating, McDonald's, The Travel Group, 
b.jolie Salon & Spa, Imagery Concepts, 
Lester & Associates, Fugett Insurance 
Company, AEP / PSO, BA Assembly of 
God Church, Reasor's, Starbucks & Great 
Harvest. 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in Ottober 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas

~ Bethell is Communications Executive 
Director/Editor. The Communicator staff 
includes Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and 
Mike Vore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305. 

Union Athletes Champions in 2005-2006 

Union showed Oklahomans the 
meaning of champions again, win
ning five state championships in 
girls' cross country and football in 
the fall and boys' tennis, girls' 
track and baseball in the spring. 

Ina Ables won her second straight 
cross country state title and led 
the Redskins to their first team 
crown in 24 years during the Class 
SA State Cross Country Champion
ships at Oral Roberts University 
last October. 
Ables covered 
the two-mile 
course in 11 
minutes, 
51.25 sec
onds, finish
ing nine sec
onds in front 
of teammate 
And r 
Alonso 
Union ran 
past Jenks. 

Union's win
ning tradition 
continued 
when the top
ranked Class 
6A football 
giants mowed 
over No. 8 
Mustang in 
Norman last 
December to 

Blanken
ship stands with 
the 2005 Cham· 
pionship Gold 
Ball as he con· 
gratulates the 
football team at 
a school assem
bly. 

capture their second straight 
state title and third in four 
years. 

Danielle 
Gilchrist 
won her 
second 
consecu
tive Girls 
Me t r o 
Athlete of 
the Year 
after she 
repeated 
her win in 
the hur
dles as 
the girl's 
track and field team won state. The 
Tulsa World even noted: "Perhaps no 
high school track athlete :in state histo
ry can match the near perfection of 
Union senior Danielle Gilchrist. 
Throughout her four-year career, 

The Union girl's cross country team won their 
first state title in 24 years. 

Gilchrist lost just once in the 100- and 
300-meter hurdles while compiling 
seven individual state championships 
and 12 overall." 

Blake Boswell was also named Tulsa 
World's Tennis Player of the Year after 
he helped his team win back-to-back 
state titles. Tennis coach Kevin 
Gannon was also named Tennis Coach 
of the Year. 

Baseball players 
celebrate after 
beating the #1 
Owasso Rams in 
the state champi
onship game. 

Earning a 
national 
spotlight, 
Union's 
baseball 
team re
peated 
their state 
title and 
b e a t 
Owasso, 

Blake Boswell 

ranked as the number-one high school 
baseball team in the nation, in front of a 
standing-room only crowd of 2,300. 
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new president, Stacy Haynes, all the best. 
She is truly a godsend to Grove. I hope 
that all of our parents will in some way 
help next year with our PTA Our new 
Board is awesome, and they need all of our 
support. Hope to see all of you next year! 

Michelle Aldrich 
Grove PTA President 

It's been another great year at Jarman as 
we celebrated our 15th birthday. Thanks 
to our fantastic kids, wonderful parents 
and volunteers, and our teachers and staff. 
And of course our principal, Patti Pitcock, 
for making sure Jarman continues to be a 
great school. We started the year with a 
breakfast for our teachers to welcome 
them back and to let them know we sup
ported them. To welcome our children and 
families back, the PTA hosted our 2nd 
annual Family Fun Night on the school 
lawn with multiple inflatables, pizza and 
fun. 

The support for our school continued with 
our largest fund raiser, Jog-a-than, in 
which the proceeds provided school activ
ities for the students and equipment and 
supplies for the school. We cannot thank 
everyone enough for their gracious dona
tions. 
Volunteers worked hard to make every
thing successful including our Reflections 
program, popcorn days, homeroom par
ties, our Spirit nights, Teacher 
Appreciation Week and Klothes Kloset to 
name a few. Our parents, PTA officers and 
chair members did such a great job. 

We wrapped the year up with our PTA 
luncheon to thank all of our board mem
bers for a job well done. We hope all of you 
have a terrific summer and we'll see you 
next year! 

Cindy Conley 
Jarman PTA President 

It is unreal what I can learn by being a vol
unteer at my children's school. That is 
why I come. Every child. I am allowed the 
privilege of getting to know the families 
and children of McAuliffe. 

We have had an exciting year. We began 
with a "Welcome Back" luncheon for our 
teachers and staff, which was soon fol
lowed by the second annual Boohoo 
Breakfast, a sweet way to introduce our 
incoming kindergarteners and their par
ents to the school and our PTA. In 
October, our school grounds were trans
formed into a Scarecrow Festival, an out
door carnival of games, prizes, fun and 
community spirit. In February, our 
Valentine Bingo was a big hit! 

In April, our art teacher, Mrs. Gray, hosted 
the "McAuliffe Art Show." PTA volunteers 

lined the halls with an awesome display of 
the artistic talent of our children. At the 
end of the year, we treated our teachers to 
a wonderful week of teacher appreciation 
and chose a special theme for each day to 
get the families and the children involved. 
The teachers enjoyed a "bloomin'" lunch
eon and later a healthy breakfast so they 
would be prepared to participate in the 
Walk for Diabetes, an exciting, physical 
fund raiser sponsored by our PE teacher, 
Mrs. Chamberlin. 

Credit for our successful year goes to the 
officers and the hard-working committees 
of the PTA board; the support of our par
ents, teachers and staff; and the dedica
tion and commitment of our principals, 
Mrs. Vance and Mrs . Whiteley. Thanks to 
ALL of you for helping make McAuliffe the 
best that it can be. 

Renee Harney 
McAuliffe PTA Preside,nt 

It's been another exciting year at Moore. 
We held the annual Bingo Night in 
November with a Silent Auction, Bingo, 
food and fun. Our major fund raiser was 
the Jog-a-thon. This gave parents the 
opportunity to help the PTA raise funds 
for the future playground. Moore also held 
the much-anticipated Carnival in early 
March and sponsored the Back-to-School 
Breakfast, a holiday luncheon and Teacher 
Appreciation Week. 

I would like to thank all of the local busi
nesses that made donations to the Moore 
PTA See a list of donors on the district's 
web site, www.unionps.org. Your support 
of local schools is vital; thank you. 

Why do we donate our time, talents and 
funds? The students. We can never lose 
focus of that goal. The PTA was an integral 
part of the Character Counts program. At 
each assembly, names were drawn from all 
the Character Counts slips and winners 
won a $10 gift card to Toys R Us. The stu
dents were all given a bookmark to com
memorate this years' school theme, "The 
Moore You Read, The Moore You Know." 
We also hosted Spirit Days at the school 
and gave the classes an opportunity to wii1 
the Spirit Stick. Each Spirit Day had a 
theme, such as "OU/OSU Day." 

I encourage all parents to get involved. 
Whether it's reading to your child's class, 
volunteering at an event, chairing a com
mittee or just joining the kids at recess. 
There's a place for you in the PTA 

Crystal LaGrone 
Moore PTA President 

Peters PTA has enjoyed another great year! 
We sold pumpkin-grams in October; there 
were sour lip suckers and gummy lips for 

Valentine's Day, and we painted faces dur 
ing lunch for the football season. Thi~ 

year we added a Holiday Shop, and the 
kids really enjoyed the shopping experi
ence. In November we sold "Sow'r 
Suckers" to raise money for the Union "I 
Care" program. If we reached our goal, our 
beloved receptionist agreed to kiss a live 
pig. Needless to say she puckered up and 
was a great sport! We had four successful 
Pizza Days and the Bingo Night and our 
ever-popular Carnival provided families 
with an affordable night of fun! 

T~1e PTA was once again able to provide 
our teachers with $100 gift cards for class
room supplies, and we funded numerous 
classroom activities. We bought new metal 
benches for the playground area to replace 
the old wooden ones which had provided 
our school nurse with many visits to 

· remove splinters! 

This year saw the implementation of our 
PTA web page. This has allowed us the 
opportunity to better communicate with 
our parents and provide them with infor
mation regarding upcoming events and 
access to our forms. 

We are very proud of our PTA accomplish 
ments, but we are even more proud of au· 
parent participation and the wonderfu1 
volunteers at Peters. It has been an honor 
to work with such a dedicated group of 
parents, teachers and staff. Thank you! 

Toni Kosir 
Peters PTA President 

The 6th &7th Grade Center was an excit
ing place to be this year. I have enjoyed 
working with a wonderful group of parent 
volunteers and PTA officers. We started 
the year with schedule pick-up that 
requires so many volunteers. There's noth
ing like seeing hundreds of people waiting 
to enter the building and see their new 
school. This was followed by the Teachers' 
Welcome-Back-to-School Luncheon, 
Hawaiian style! During the fall we had 
both 6th Grade and 7th Grade socials. The 
students have so much fun being together, 
playing games, eating and doing all the 
cool activities the Social Committees had 
planned for them. The students were also 
given the opportunity to buy pizza nine 
times this year. The Pizza Days were a big 
success and were the major fund raiser for 
the PTA The Pizza Committee was a faith
ful hardworking group. Because of these 
fund-raising efforts we were able to giv 
out over $10,000.00 in teacher grants . 

In the spring we had socials again for the 
students that were well attended. The 
teachers and students really do enjoy 
these times together. We had a wonderful 
Teacher Appreciation luncheon and great 



Page 2 ----------------:--------------------- May-june, 2005 

2005-2006 Seniors of the Month Recognized 
Kyle Andrews and Stevie White were 
named the 2006 Seniors of the Year at 
Union High School. 

Kyle Andrews 

Kyle, the May 
Senior of the 
Month, is the son 
of Craig and Gina 
Andrews. He 
plans to attend 
Oklahoma State 
University and 
major in business 
with a minor in 

film. Later, he hopes to attend the Art 
Institute of Chica
go and attain a 
degree in cinema 
and television pro
duction. Stevie, 
the November 
Senior of the 
Month, is the 
daughter of Brett 
and Kathy White. 
She hopes to pur

Stevie White 

sue a science-related degree at a 
Christian university. 

Colin Paul and 
Maria Vera were 
selected as Seniors 
of the Month for 
September. Colin 
is the son of Chris 
and Anne Paul. He 
is contemplating 
different colleges, 

Maria Vera hoping to attend 
medical school. Vera is the daughter of 
Oscar and . Judy Vera. She hopes to 
attend Stanford University. 

Daniel Stockton 
and Merillat Pitt
man were selected 
as Seniors of the 
Month for the 
month of October. 
Daniel is the son 
of Tom and Cindy 
Stockton. He 
hopes to obtain a Daniel Stockton 

law degree and pursue a career in busi

Merillat Pittman 

ness management 
and later politics. 
Merillat is the 
daughter of Don 
and Nancy Pitt
man. She hopes to 
attend Texas 
Christian Univer
sity and major in 
education or polit
ical science. 

Adam Greer and 
Stevie White were 
selected as Nov
ember's Seniors of 
the Month. Greer 
is the son of Steve 
and Marcia Greer. 
He hopes to attend 
Oklahoma State 

Adam Greer University with a 
focus on pre-medical studies. White's 
honors include being named to Who's 
Who in American High Schools and the 
2005 Lady Redskin Award. 

Stephen Carradini and Rachael 
Arrington were selected as Seniors of 
the Month for December. Arrington is 
the daughter of Annette Arrington. She 
hopes to attend the University of Tulsa 
and major in pre-medicine and then 
attend the University of Oklahoma 
Medical School to 
become an ER doc
tor. Carradini is 
the son of George 
and Kasey Carra
dini. He hopes to 
attend OU, start an 
independent 
music magazine 
and study journal-
ism. 

Andrew Dozier 

Andrew Dozier and Ina Ables were 

Ina Ables 

selected as 
January's Seniors 
of the Month. 
Ables is the 
daughter of Mona 
Ables. She hopes 
to attend Samford 
University in 
Birmingham, 
Alabama, and pos
sibly major in 

pharmacy, business or education. 
Dozier is the son of Martin and Rebecca 
Dozier. He hopes to attend OU, and later 
medical school. 

Casey Thurber and Harika Caglayan 
were selected as 
Seniors of the 
Month for 
February. Thurber 
is the son of Mike 
and Kelly Thurber. 
He hopes to attend 
the University of 
Central Arkansas, 
play college foot-
ball and obtain a Harika Caglayan 

degree in chemical 
engineering. Harika is the daughter of 

Ali Nadir and Ayla Caglayan. She i 
undecided on which college she plans t• 
attend but hopes to be a doctor, prefer
ably a general surgeon, opening a small 
clinic in Turkey. 

Chris Thompson 
and Amy 
Reinking were 
selected as Seniors 
of the Month for 
March. Chris is the 
son of Chris 
Thompson and 
Linda Van-Arkel -
Greubel. He hopes 
to attend OU, Chris Thompson 

major in biology/ 
pre-med or busi
ness administra
tion and to partici
pate in the track 
team. Amy is the 
daughter of 
Richard and Karen 
Reinking. She 
plans to attend OU 

Amy Reinking and major in nurs
ing. 

Ryan Paul and 
Kara Bunting were 
April's honorees. 
Ryan is the son of 
Chris and Anne 
Paul. He hopes to 
attend OSU. Kara 
is the daughter of 
Steve and Kathy 
Btmting. She plans Ryan Paul 

Kara Bunting 

Month for May. 
Lindsey is the 
daughter of Kay 
Ameen. She hopes 
to attend OU and 
start her own busi
ness. 

Seniors of the 
month are select
ed by committee 

to attend Baylor 
University, major 
in pre-me9- and 
eventually attend 
medical school. 

Kyle Andrews and 
Lindsey Ameen 
were selected as 
Seniors of the 

based on their academic excellence, 
school and community involvement and 
leadership. 
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oor prizes for all the teachers and staff in 
_May. We provided volunteers for D-FY 
drug testing and activities, test monitors, 
book fair workers, Klothes Kloset, 

· UChoose, Catch the Dream, the school 
newsletter, school directory and so much 
more. Please join us next year as we con
tinue to make the Union 6th & 7th Grade 
Center the best it can be! 

Irene Castell 
6th & 7th Grade Center PTA President 

The school year got off to a pink start 
when we had several students "Flamingo" 
our principal, Mr. Pittman. The successful 
launch of our new fund raiser, "Flamingo 
Grams," boosted our funds to an all-time 
high. Our other fund raisers were ten Pizza 
Days, two After-School Socials, Boxtops 
For Education, Incredible Pizza Cards and 
selling of Abuelo Gift Cards. The money 
provided many teacher grants given 
throughout the year. 

The PTA provided volunteers for many 
school activities such as schedule pick-up, 
state testing, book fair and Pride Day. We 
also supported district programs such as 
Foundation, Reflections, Catch the Dream, 
D-FY, Klothes Kloset and U-Choose. In 
addition we provided the teachers with 
three luncheons and Valentine treats for 
our special teachers and staff. 

Thanks to the many enthusiastic volun
teers for their loyal support and the PTA 
officers and board members for their help 
and dedication. Due to the friendships and 
bonds we have formed over the past years, 
it has made being in PTA a fun and fulfill
ing endeavor. 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion Summer 

Testing Date Announced 

Proficiency-based testing provides 
the opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeav
ors by subject, course and/ or grade 
level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student 
Skills (PASS) objectives. Proficiency
Based Promotion is intended to serve 
those s tudents enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be 
met by following the traditional time
table and sequence, but who require 
promotion beyond current place
ment. 

The second opportunity for testing 
will be during the month of July. For 
more information about testing this 
summer contact: Susan Crowder at 
918-459-4661. 

Thanks also to Mr. Pittman and his staff 
for making the transition to a new school 
easy and fun for everyone. The students 
enjoyed a great year as the building 
evolved. Look out !-High; here we come! 

Lorri Krisman 
Eighth Grade PTA President 

The Intermediate High PTSA Board organ
ized a very successful volunteer and fund
rmsmg year. Beginning in August, the 
PTSA provided volunteers to work along
side the Leadership students to help 
schedule pick-up go smoothly, allowing 
students and parents to obtain, parking 
permits, book bags, memberships and 
directories all in one location. The PTSA 
encouraged parents, teachers and students 
to join, and a record was set for member
ship at the !High. 

Teachers were treated to three luncheons, 
and PTSA volunteers provided testing 
monitors and I Care manpower. Students 
were treated to five pizza lunches, with 
proceeds netting $6,000 for teacher 
grants. Items purchased included theater 
taping supplies, balls for PE, a CD player 
and class sets of books for history, biology 
end-of-instruction practice tests, a 
Monopoly unit to coincide with studying 
The Great Gatsby, a rhythm project for 
orchestra, class sets of readers in German, 
French and Spanish; duet acting scripts for 
debate, dry erase boards and class sets of 
scientific calculators for math and science, 
a skeleton for science, a Civil War books 
set and DVD for history, a Newton's Laws 
DVD set for science and more. What a 
great list!! 

Thank you to all of the members of the 
!High PTSA Board for all your enthusiasm 
and wonderful work this year! 

Dorothy Harkrider 
Intermediate High PTSA President 

Due to our wonderful PTSA Board and our 
many volunteers, we had a great year! The 
staff and students were extremely sup
portive of all of our activities. First semes
ter, we helped with schedule pick-up, Back
to-School night, College & Careers night, 
Teacher of the Year voting, yearbook sales, 
and provided refreshments for the teach
ers and staff in August and December. 
Second semester, we participated in 
Reflections, Scholarship, Council hospitali
ty, Bus Driver Appreciation, and Teacher 
Appreciation Week. Our year-round pro
grams, Catch the Dream and UChoose, 
were active also. We sold Krispy Kreme 
donuts and Chick-Fil-A chicken biscuits 
several mornings all year, usually coincid
ing with home sporting events or playoffs. 

The biggest event at the High School this 
year was hosting the State Student Council 

Convention in November. PTSA was hon
ored and thrilled to be a part of it and vol
unteered in many areas. However, the 
most heart-warming event was watching 
the students raise money for their 
leukemia-stricken Senior Class president, 
Shagah Zakerion, and the furmiest was 
watching Principal Dave Stauffer get his 
head shaved when they reached their mon
etary goal! What a sight! What a year! 
Thank you to my wonderful board for all 
the hard work and support, and thank you, 
Union, for the many great memories! 

Marcia Wright 
High School PTSA President 

2006-2007 
PTA Presidents 

Union PTA Council 
Judy Bastemeyer 

Andersen Elementary 
Debra Searcy 

Boevers Elementary 
Leianne Colley 

Briarglen Elementary 
Pam Glenn 

Cedar Ridge Elementary 
Stacey Jellison 

Clark Elementary 
Jessica Jordan 

Darnaby Elementary 
Ja Ann Beffer 

Grove Elementary 
Stacy Haynes 

Jarman Elementary 
Usa Spears 

McAuliffe Elementary 
Renee Harney 

Moore Elementary 
Crystal Leggett 

Rosa Parks Elementary 
To be announced 

Peters Elementary 
Susan Hanchette & Melanie Floyd 

6th/7th Grade Center 
Julie Saxton 

8th Grade Center 
Mari-Jean Ogle & Shannon 

Davenport 

Intermediate High 
Julie Harkrider 

High School 
Dorothy Harkrider 
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Nancy Schneider 

Grace Evans 

Greg Cox 

emonstrated Leadership (Cont.) 

Stephanie Hillman was a four-year letter winner and has done a great job in the pole 
vault. Nancy Schneider, Colin Buckley, Paul Derrick, Chris Thompson and Stephen 
Williams were good distance runners and gave a lot of their time to the program. 
Footballers like Chase Nelson, Manny Jones, Israel Jones and Jeremy Knott were very 
consistent and were in the top of their events in the state. Aaron Wallace has scored 
points for the varsity since his freshman year and has been an outstanding long jumper 
and sprinter. David Schulze made his impact felt in the discus his senior year. Lisa 
Chenoweth and Grace Evans brought their talents to the track as outstanding long 
jumpers. 

Due in part to the contributions of three senior boys and four girls, the tennis season 
was one the most successful years in team history. Four -year letterman Blake Boswell 
is the most decorated player in Union tennis history. Blake has only lost three match
es in four years competing at the #1 singles position. After finishing second his fresh
man year, Blake has won the state title since 2004. He will attend Boise State University 
(NCAA Division I) on a tennis scholarship. Greg Cox, a three-year letterman, has con
tributed greatly to the success in recent years. He placed fourth in 2005 at the #1 dou
bles position and second at the #2 doubles position in 2006 ·at the state tournament. 
Stephen Williams played one year for the JV team. After taking a seven-year hiatus 
from tennis, he participated in many events this year giving 100% every time he 
stepped on the court. 

The girls' tennis team will take a big hit, losing four individuals to graduation. Kacey 
Sappington lettered four years playing mainly doubles throughout her high school 
career. She placed 8th in the 2004 state tournament at the #2 doubles position. Megan 
Anderson lettered all four years as well. She played both singles and doubles for the 
tennis program and placed 8th at state in 2004 and 2005 in doubles. Cari Domoney 
lettered in 2005 for her participation with the varsity squad. She has always been pre
pared and ready to step in where needed. Adrienne Fulton participated in tennis all 
four years. She predominately played on the junior varsity team and contributed great
ly to their success. 

This year's baseball team graduated 12 seniors and compiled a record of 29-12 on the 
way to the 6A state championship. Scott Hood, jeremy Filer, Dylan Duren, Eric 
Paschal, Trent Kinnear and Kevin Enkelmann were everyday starters. Kegon Beers 
and Alex Metzel filled in some spot starts while pitcher Michael Dunlavy was able to 
spot start as a designated hitter because of an injury to his throwing arm. Matt Willis 
and Mitch Stubenhofer were two of our four starting pitchers, and Tim Bailey's role 
was a relief pitcher with one start. Many have signed with various colleges and uni
versities . Dylan Duren has signed with the University of Arkansas and Matt Willis has 
signed with Oklahoma State University. Eric Paschal signed with Central Missouri, 
Scott Hood and Jeremy Filer signed with Allen County Junior College, Kevin 
Enkelmann, Michael Dunlavy and Tim Bailey have all signed with Crowder Junior 
College, Mitch Stubenhofer has signed with Hutchison Kansas and Trent Kinnear is 
going to Abilene Christian on an academic scholarship. This group of seniors had lim
ited, if any, playing time on varsity before this year and had to step up in big situations 
early in the season. What a great ending to an enjoyable journey, "6A State Champs." 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Kacey Sappington 

Kegon Beers 


