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1-High Student 
Competes in Peru 

Union freshman Andrea Alonso runs 
for both Union Public Schools and Peru, 
where she is also a citizen. In fact, 
Alonso returned from Peru recently, 
having won the national title in the 
BOOm and 2000m races. 

Her attitude about her talent goes 
beyond humble. She didn't even tell 
anyone directly. "I only happened to 
find out in passing from her as I ques
tioned her about her break," said 
teacher Darin Thompson. Alonso is a 
student in his Leadership Class at Union 
Intermediate High School. 

Alonso has aspirations of running in the 
Olympics, but at this point, she does not 
know if she will run for Peru or the 
United States. Although she has attend
ed Union for the past few years, she is 
not yet eligible to apply for American 
citizenship, Thompson said. 

Dylan Duren (left) and Matt Willis hold pres
ents for children during the Union baseball 
team's sixth annual holiday visit to St. Francis 
Children's Hospital. High School Principal 
Dave Stauffer dressed as Santa Claus as the 
team visited sick children and gave them 
gifts. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Members of the Pass Christian football team were special guests of Union High School during the 
state championship football rally. Union adopted the team after Pass Christian's community was 
ravaged by Hurricane Katrina. 

Mississippi Team Affected by Hurricane Katrina 
Highlight of Union State Football Rally 

Pass Christian football coach Kelly 
Causey and members of his football 
team were among the highlights at the 
High School football rally as the 
Mississippi team cheered for the 
Redskins on their way to the state cham
pionship - which Union later won! 

Union and the Union Football Booster 
Club adopted the team and later Union 
adopted its high school and district 
after learning of Pass Christian's devas
tation in the wake of Hurricane Katrina 
last fall. Union donated football equip
ment to the team and the district con
tinues to collect items to donate to the 
district, including surplus materials . 

In gratitude, the Mississippi team trav
eled to Oklahoma to cheer on the 
Redskins. And while Pass Christian was 
grateful for the help, more help is still 
needed. 

Pass Christian is hoping to obtain such 
things as file cabinets, teacher chairs, 
cubbies for kindergarten classes, car
pentry and maintenance tools and hard
bound books for libraries and class
rooms. 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden said 
the story of Pass Christian's community 

is amazing as it tries to rebuild after its 
town was wiped out by 18 feet of water, 
forcing families to live in tents, campers 
or with relatives. "We want to do what 
we can to help the community of Pass 
Christian," Burden stated. 

Sponsored by Union High School teacher 
Cheryl Milligan, Union's Finest Stomp Team 
was awarded "Best of Show" at the Martin 
Luther King ]r. Day parade in Tulsa. Pictured 
are: (left to right) Yvette Carranza, Kathy 
William, Ariana ]ones and Courtney Gordon, 
Ashley Dillihay and ]acenta Ford. 
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Union Teacher of the Year 
Named for 2005-2006 

Christi Johnson, an English and jour
nalism teacher at Union High School, 
has been named the 2005-2006 Teacher 

of the Year for Union 
Public Schools. 

Johnson was 
selected from 
among 17 
building-level 
Teacher of the 
Year winners 
who were all 
recognized 

during a recep
tion in their 

honor at the Union 
6th/ 7th Grade 
Center. She is 

to compete in the state 

Christi Johnson 

now eligible 
competition. 

With 26 years of teaching behind her, 
Johnson has served with Union since 
2000. She has a bachelor's degree in 
education from Texas Tech University 
and a master of education, reading spe
cialist, from Northeastern State 
University. 

"Teaching has been a lifelong passion 
for me," Johnson said. "I enjoy the cre
ativity that is required and the challenge 
of preparing young adults for college or 
the work force." 

The lessons she imparts to her children, 
she hopes, help build a sense of confi
dence. 

"I hope my students feel confident in 
their writing skills . I want students to be 
able to express themselves in a clear 
and focused manner. I also want my stu
dents to have a lifelong love of reading," 
she said. 

"My greatest strength as an educator is 
my willingness to devo te the time to 
carefully plan activities and curriculum 
units to meet the needs of my students. 
I ffill: highly organized, and I~~ 
day the activities in my classroom 
reflect that," she said. 

On the Cover 

8th Grade Principal Steve Pittman talks 
to Nate/or Davis between classes in the 
new hallway of the 8th Grade Center. A 
dedication ceremony for the improve
ments was held in January. See story on 
page 3. 

The 2005-2006 Building Level Teachers of the Year, as pictured, are: (left to right) Becky Freeman, 
Darnaby; Pearl Watson, Boevers; Dixie Highberger, Moore; judy Cairl, Andersen; Christi johnson, 
High School; Ken Anderson, Sixth Grade; Rose Lambert, Intermediate High; Linda McGinnis, Eighth 
Grade; Stacy Pierce, Briarglen; Nancy LeGrange, Seventh Grade; Merry Lahti, McAuliffe; Jodi Benton, 
Cedar Ridge; jeanine Cory, Jarman; Gary Pereschuk, Grove; Angela Sanders, Clark; and Brenda 
Hillhouse, Peters. Not pictured is Harriet Chenault, Union A lternative. 

Oklahoma MS Employer of the Year Award 

Union Public Schools has been present
ed with the Oklahoma Chapter of the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
Employer of the Year award. 

Matthew Dobson, a football coach and 
American History teacher at Union 
Intermediate High School, who has been 
fighting MS every day, accepted the 
award on behalf of the district recently. 
Union Intermediate High School and 

Witcher Named 
Oklahoma Assistant 
Principal of the Year 

Lisa Witcher, assistant principal for the 
Intermediate High School, has been 
named the Oklahoma Assistant 
Principal of the Year by the Oklahoma 
Association of Secondary School 
Principals. 

"I am very blessed to be here and to be 
part of Union," Witcher said, after learn
ing of the honor. Witcher was selected 
after colleagues, students and parents 
wrote letters of recommendation. "The 
whole process has been a reward for me. 
Getting nominated by a colleague is a 
shot in the arm and then to receive the 
letters of recommendation from parents 
and teachers is quite humbling," said 
Witcher. 

After she was nominated for the honor 
Witcher completed an application which 
included a resume-like questionnaire, 
four letters of recommendation and 
three essays written by her. The written 
materials are designed to convey suc
cess. in Collaborative Leadership; 
Curnculum, Instruction; Assessment; 
and Personalization. 

Union Athletics are good places to start 
when looking at how the district is a 
leader in advancing disability rights and 
providing enhanced opportunities for 
employees with MS, according to the 
Oklahoma MS Chapter. 

PreKindergarten/ 
Kindergarten Roundup 

Enrollment for 2006-2007 prekinder 
garten and kindergarten will begin April 
17 at the Enrollment Center in the 
Extended Education Building, 5656 S. 
129 East Ave., directly north of the 
Education Service Center. Roundup 
hours are 8:00 a.m.-4:00p.m. If you are 
unable to attend your school's enroll
ment session, you may attend one of the 
make-up sessions on April 27 from 4:30 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. or April 28 from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

L 
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Remembering a Member of the Union Family Union Public Schools 
Named a 'Certified 
Healthy Business' 

He was most recently known as the car
ing gentleman who poured his heart and 
talent into Night School, changed its 
name to "Evening Academy" and as its 

ON 
Gra~l.-fatiot1 Cclcbratiot1 

Volunteers and business contributions 
are being sought to help stage the 13th 
Annual Union Graduation Celebration, 
which provides seniors with a safe, 
drug- and alcohol-free environment in 
which to celebrate the completion of 
high school. 

The event will be held May 13 at 
Incredible Pizza Company, following 
commencement. The parents sponsor 
this all-night lock-in to congratulate our 
seniors and provide a safe environment 
on a traditionally dangerous evening. 
The all-night party will include plenty of 
games, food, entertainment and prizes. 
The school will grant a student activity 
excused absence the following Monday, 
May 15, for s tudents who attend and 
remain the entire night. A student 
activity absence does not count against 
absences or finals exemptions. 

Students are encouraged to purchase 
tickets early. Tickets will also be avail
able at the door. However, students 
must bring a completed and signed reg
istration form to the event if they have 
not pre-registered. Registration forms 
are available at the High School or on 
the web at www.unionps.org; they will 
not be available at the door. Tickets may 
be purchased for $30 until April 13. 
After April 13, tickets are $40. 

Ticket money must accompany the com
pleted registration form. Please make 
checks payable to UNION GRADUATION 
CELEBRATION and mail to Union 
Graduation Celebration, c/o Union High 
School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, Tulsa, OK 
74133. They can also be delivered to the 
main office at the High School. 

In addition, we welcome your participa
tion AND tax deductible donations! 
Union Graduation Celebration is its own 
50l(c)3. To volunteer, please contact 
Pam Fell at 493 -5882. For financial 
contributions, please contact Debbie 
Swant-Hess at 493-2.555 or 284-6111. 
Questions? Call Karen Reinking at 481-
7081. 

director, did what he did best-helped 
young people believe in themselves. 
When Art Naylor passed away December 
23, students and the rest of Union fam
ily lost a long-time administrator and 
friend who will be greatly missed. 

His career at 
Union began in 
1980 as an 
assistant prin
cipal at Union 
Junior High 
where he be
came its prin
cipal in 1982. 
He was the 
Junior High 
principal for 
11 years and 
the Intermed-
iate High prin- Art Naylor 

cipal for three years . He later served as 
an assistant principal at Union High 
School; the Coordinator of Night School 
and Summer School and then Uni.on's 
Director of the Evening Academy. His 
wife Michelle is a fifth grade teacher at 
Andersen. Their children all graduated 
from Union--Erin in 1998, Josh in 2002 
and Jared in 2003. 

Union Public Schools has been named as 
one of Oklahoma's Certified Healthy 
Businesses by the Oklahoma Academy 
for State Goals, the Oklahoma Turning 
Point Council, the State Chamber and 
the Oklahoma Department of Health. 

Union received the designation because 
of the healthy choice opportunities it 
provides to its employees, such as dis
counts for becoming members at the 
S mthCrest Wellness and Sports 
Medicine Center at the Union Multipur
pose Activity Center. 

"As a business recognized for providing 
positive health and wellness opportuni
ties for its employees and contributing 
to improving the health of all 
Oklahomans, Union is setting an exam
ple for others to follow," said Julie 
Knutson, president of the Oklahoma 
Academy for State Goals. "Eventually, 
we hope the Oklahoma Certified Healthy 
Business program will serve as a model 
to encourage health insurers to consider 
rate changes for those businesses that 
become certified." 

Union Ropes Course Expands 
to Include Climbing Wall at UMAC 

Taking advantage of the climbing wall at the SouthCrest Wellness and Sports 
Med1cme Center at the Union Multipurpose Activity Center, the Union Ropes Course 
contmued through the winter months. 

The exercis~, which is part of Union's Character Counts and Student Assistance pro
grams, Is auned toward at-risk students to motivate them to stay in school and 
become successful, explained Danny Williams, Student Assistance Program coordi
nator. During warm weather, the program takes full advantage of the ropes course at 
Union Intermediate High School for positive character building and motivation. "The 
climbing wall allows us to continue this successful program during the cold weath
er," Williams said. 

Time To Check On Proficiency-Based 
Promotion Testing Dates 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) provides the opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeavors by subject, course and/or grade level based 
upon mastery of the Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) objectives. 
Proficiency-Based Promotion is intended to serve those students enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be met by following the traditional timetable 
and sequence but who require promotion beyond current placement. 

During each school year, Union students have two opportunities to participate in 
the process. Testing will occur at each school during the month of April. Please 
contact your child's counselor to request an application and to learn when testing 
will be administered at that site. The second opportunity for testing will be during 
the summer in July. The schedule for summer testing will be published before the 
school year concludes. 
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With Growth, Comes Change ... A Message from Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden 

1n the busy world of Union Public 
ichools, change is constant. Even if it 

would be easier to remain static and 
unchanged, we know that to maintain 
our position of excellence, we must be 
willing to grow and change to get better 
each day wherever we can. It is human 
nature to embrace the idea of change 
when it affects someone else but more 
difficult when it happens to us person
ally and impacts our comfort level. For 
those staff members and patrons who 
are dealing with changes because of 
redistricting, new program leadership, 
redistribution of teachers because of a 
new school, etc. , remember that Union is 
a quality institution throughout and 
based on our history, we continue to 
improve as we evolve. Our students are 
resilient and usually adapt easily when 
given a chance. 

As our student population continues to 
grow, new facilities and programs to 
offer opportunities for students must 
expand to address the demand. The 
strong support for the Valentine's Day 
bond issue is appreciated as the begin
ning of the district's 13th elementary 
chool, new outdoor physical educa
ion/ sports fields, and additional class

. ooms at the Intermediate High School 
to name just a few projects. The 
progress supported by annual bond 
issues ensures that our students have 
good facilities for learning that are safe 
and well equipped from age four 
through high school. 

With the opening of Elementary #12 in 
August, new elementary school bound
aries will spread students between 
schools to provide space for all-day 
kindergarten in each neighborhood 
school. Parents have been looking for
ward to this change for years. Union 
teachers have been planning diligently 
for the all-day program's curriculum 
that will include literacy, science, math 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
l 29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas

.J3ethell is Communications Executive Director/ 
Editor. The Communicator staff includes 
Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike 
Yore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. l29th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call 459-3305 . 

reasoning, the arts and physical educa
tion. Giving students more time to 
master readiness skills will be a great 
advantage for students and convenient 
for parents. Early childhood education 
has repeatedly demonstrated to be 
most influential in academic and social 
development. With the opening of a 
new school and redistricting of course, 
this means a change for some. In the 
Long-Range Planning Committee's pro
posal, the new school will provide relief 
from overcrowding at Boevers, Briarglen 
and McAuliffe by serving about 450 stu
dents who live close to the new school. 
Another 290 students are expected to 
be impacted by other boundary changes 
that will relieve overcrowding and more 
evenly distribute our students. All of 
those students asked to move will be 
welcomed to their excellent new schools 
with a big fanfare in the spring. 

Two important personnel changes have 
also been announced recently. Coach 
Kevin Wright from Indianapolis, 
Indiana, will be joining us as head foot
ball coach and athletic director, and Mr. 
Matt McCready from Blue Valley School 
District in Overland Park, Kansas, will 
be our director of bands and assistant 
fine arts director. These two individu
als have already brought new ideas and 

enthusiasm that will jumpstart excite
ment for our 2006-07 school year. 

Improvement cannot occur without 
change. Adults can help students 
adapt by expressing a positive attitude 
and setting high expectations for con
tinued success. With Union's progres
sive track record, the confidence of our 
patrons even in changing times is 
deserved and appreciated. 

More Union Teachers 
Receive National 

Board Certification 

Seven Union teachers learned recently 
that they have received National Board 
Certification. They are: jeanine Cory -
Jarman Multiage; Jill Fitts - Jarman 
Enrichment Specialist; Christine Ford -
High School Media Specialist; Linda 
McGinnis - Eighth Grade English; Kathy 
Paige - Andersen Third Grade; Kendall 
Roberts - Grove Physical Education and 
Linda Snowbarger - Andersen Fifth 
Grade. 

Union now has 32 teachers with 
National Board Certification. Four other 
teachers also received the certification 
but are no longer in the district. 

New Wing Dedicated at Eighth Grade Center 

Looking at the prevailing 
natural light, it is hard to 
imagine what life at the 
Union Eighth Grade 
Center was like before 
windows, the new glass
encased media center 
and high-ceiling hall
ways. 

they can study in a beauti
ful media center and 
attend classes in a well
equipped new science 
wing," explained Union 
Eighth Grade Principal 
Steve Pittman. "And while 
there is still work to be 
done, this is a great start!" 

Those features, along 
with a new entrance, nine 
large science classrooms 
and labs and remodeled 
administrative offices 
were celebrated in dedi
cation ceremonies 
january 24 at the Eighth 
Grade Center, marking 
completion of Phase I of 
a $9.54-million construc
tion and renovation proj

A new soccer building, 
east of the Eighth Grade 
Center, is scheduled to be 
completed this spring. 
The 4,000-square-foot 
structure, to be used by 
the High School boys' and 
girls' varsity soccer teams 
and eighth grade physical 
education classes, in
cludes coaches' offices, a 

Eighth graders Kendrick Frierson 
(front) and Matt jennings use 
microscopes to complete an earth 
science project in one of the new 
science classrooms. Their teacher 
is jacque Hawkins. 

weight room, dressing 
rooms, public restrooms and concession ect that has been underway at the 

school for nearly two years. 

"We have gone from a dark, cramped 
building to an environment where our 
1,132 students can flourish in bright 
hallways filled with natural light; where 

area. 

Union administrators, students and 
teachers welcomed former employees 
and guests to a ribbon cutting ceremony 
and reception. 
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Newcomers Class Helps Ease Transition for English Language Learners 

When George Contreras missed his bus 
to school, he did the only thing he 
could think of: hop on his brother's bi
cycle and pedal six miles to reach class. 

"In the past, something like this would 
have been unheard of," said Cathy 
Collins, director of Federal Programs 
for Union Public Schools. "But our stu
dents want to come to school and they 
all wal).t to learn. The times have 
changed when non-English speaking 
students stayed at home. Now they 
want to come to school." 

Credit is due, in large part, to concerted 
efforts by Union educators to experi
ment with ways of communicating with 
students, through programs such as 
English Language Learners and the cre
ation of a "Newcomers Class" at many 
sites. 

For instance, students in the 
Newcomers Class at Union Intermediate 
High School learned all about a very 
unique American custom - Thanksgiv
ing. Several of the teenagers were not 
acquainted with the holiday or its tradi
tions so teachers Shawna Taylor, 
Annette Bohannon, Jose Fernandez 
and Harland Warrior and paraprofes
sionals Penny Pandian, Sally Gonzalez 
and Rob Fischer pooled their resources 
and hosted a Thanksgiving dinner for 
the class at the school. For several stu
dents, it was their first time to try 

"Super Saturday" 
SAT Test Prep Class 

April 29, 2006 
Union Intermediate 

High School 
Rooms 1406 & 1408 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Enrollment Fee is $15 
Need-based scholarships are 

available to Union Public 
School students. 

For more information contact 
Ruth McClain, 459-4661 

or 
mcclain.ruth@unionps.org 

things 
such as 
stuffing or 
cranber
ries. 

The num
ber of 
bilingual 
students at 
Union has 
risen to 
2,155, and 
1,583 are 
enrolled in 
English 
Language 
Learners/ George Contreras 

Limited 

al profiles so different approaches are 
always being sought. 

Activities like the Thanksgiving dinner 
are important because immersion in 
English situations helps the students 
learn the language faster. 

"The shift from social to academic lan
guage requires large blocks of time in 
English immersion," Collins said, 
explaining "Students acquire social lan
guage in one to three years and academ
ic language in three to five years." 

English Proficient (ELL/ LEP) programs. 
While a large portion of these students 
are Hispanic, Spanish dialects are hardly 
the only tongue spoken in Union hall
ways. 

All ELL students are required to take 
Language Proficiency Tests as well as 
participate in state CRT testing. The ele
mentary program is overseen by eight 

. certified instructors and six paraprofes-
sionals, Collins said. The ELL program is 
housed at Boevers, Briarglen, Clark, 
Grove and McAuliffe elementary 
schools. The ELL teachers travel to the 
remaining six elementary sites on 
Wednesdays. Union also added two 
"Newcomers Classes" at Clark. On the 
secondary level, there are eleven certi
fied instructors and eight paraprofes
sionals. ELL programs are offered at all 
of the secondary sites. 

"We have 42 languages spoken in the 
homes of Union students," Collins said. 
In addition to Spanish, Vietnamese, 
Hmong, Russian and Arabic are the 
most predominant languages spoken. 
English Language Learners have diverse 
backgrounds, languages and education-

Dave Stauffer 

High School Principal 
Shaves Head for Good Cause 

A deal is a deal - so after Union High School 
students raised $10,000 for a fellow student 
with leukemia, Principal Dave Stauffer agreed 
to shave his head bald (not that there was 
much there to begin with). Not only did 
Stauffer shave his head in front of the student 
body during the state pep rally, but there were 
lots of cameras to record the event for poster
ity. 

The event was part of Shagathon to raise funds 
for senior Shagah Zakerion who is fighting 
leukemia. For most of this semester, students 
have sought pledges for weight lost by teach
ers Troy Powell, Laura Cowan and Twytinna 
Gardner. Powell alone lost more than 65 lbs. 

Even though Shagathon is finished, the fund 
raising is not over. The High School will con
tinue to raise funds for Zakerion to help defray 
hospital expenses. Anyone wishing to con
tribute may make checks out to the Union 
Drama Department. Checks may be mailed to 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, 74133. 
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Under the 
watchful eye of 
Grove's 
Teacher of the 
Year Gary 
Pereschuk, aca
demic enrich· 
ment students 
square off for a 
game of chess. 
Pereschuk 
actively 
involves stu
dents in hands· 
on activities, 
including daily 
television news 
broadcasts for 
the whole 
school. 

Ch!ldren's author Faith Kelly Clune visits with 
F':'lth, _ Hop~ and Joy Bates (all sisters, top, left, 
nght) dunng a talk about her new book 
"!¥_hen to Whisp~r" at Moore. Amazingly, 
Fmth Clune Kelly 1s also one of three sisters -
named Faith, Hppe and Joy··· all of whom are 
'!/so former students of Moore media special· 
1st LeeAnna Weaver. 

Darnaby 
graders Morgan 
Burgess (left) 
and Ethan 
Haydock enjoy 
the stimulating 
environment, 
which includes a 
clubhouse, large 
alphabet blocks 
and plenty of 
places to read, 
that media spe
cialist Dorothy 
Miller has creat
ed for the 
school's media 
center. 

Scott Long, a 
member of the 
Southeast Tulsa 
Rotarians, fits 
masks onto 
Clark students 
justin Jefferies 
and Shanara 
Campbell dur
ing a winter 
holiday party. 
The Rotarians 
have volun
teered to be a 
part of Clark's 
"Adopt a Dad" 
project, serving 
as positive male 
role models. 

From the Elementaries 

Peters art teacher Melinda Huff holds a piece 
of mistletoe over the head of fourth grader 
Aubrey Moller, who won the "Draw Your State 
Flower Contest" for Oklahoma, sponsored by 
Scotts Miracle·Gro. Moller will represent 
Oklahoma in a state contest in September 
2006. 

r 

McAuliffe students ]ohnathan Kidwell and 
Ramsey Phelps "react" to the Big Bad Wolf 
(media specialist Gina Ward) during a Books 
Alive! event at the school where teachers 
dressed as characters including a witch and a 
Christmas tree as they read books to the stu· 
dents. 

Summer School ~cheu.11le Announced 

Elementary summer school will be hel< at two sites this year. Clark, Boevers and 
Briarglen students will attend classes at:lark Elementary, 3656 S. 103rd E. Ave., from 
June 5-29, Mondays through Thursdays ;om 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

All other elementary students will have ~mmer school at Jarman Elementary, 9015 E. 
79th St., from May 30 -June 22, Monda)l through Thursdays , 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., 

and July 5 - 20, Mondays through Thusdays, 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

~hi'--. More information aboutsummer school will be armounced later this 
,_. ....... Q spring and will be paste on the district 's web site , www.unionps.org. 

~ . : .: 

Boevers 
grader 
Bevenue 
practice 
Pearl Watson's 
classroom during a 
presentation of old
time cowboys pre
sented by the Tulsa 
Historical Society. 
Students learned 
about branding 
tools, stagecoaches 
and customs of the 
Old West. 

Channel 6 producer Bret Gunther answers a 
question {rom Cedar Ridge second grader 
Erin Hills. He brought props such as micro
phones, press badges and a satellite truck. 
The dads of the class were asked to come and 
talk about their careers, which included talks 
on firefighters, airplanes and medicine. 

Briarglen's Teacher of 
the Year Stacy Pierce 
listens as second grad
er Valorie Shuffield 
reads a book to her. 

Page 5 

Retired teacher Rachel Bess shows Andersen 
fifth grader Andy Copeland how to weave a 
pencil basket out of straw in Linda Snowbarg
er's class. Students have been learning about 
Native Americans and the early settlers dur
ing America's colonial times. 

Army Specialist Stephanie Ross was the fea
tured speaker at a ceremony honoring mili
tary veterans at Jarman where she was a for
mer student. She credited Union for helping 
her with her education and strong character 
values. 

II 
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Alive! event at the school where teachers 
dressed as characters including a witch and a 
Christmas tree as they read books to the stu· 
dents. 

Summer School ~cheu.11le Announced 

Elementary summer school will be hel< at two sites this year. Clark, Boevers and 
Briarglen students will attend classes at:lark Elementary, 3656 S. 103rd E. Ave., from 
June 5-29, Mondays through Thursdays ;om 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

All other elementary students will have ~mmer school at Jarman Elementary, 9015 E. 
79th St., from May 30 -June 22, Monda)l through Thursdays , 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., 

and July 5 - 20, Mondays through Thusdays, 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

~hi'--. More information aboutsummer school will be armounced later this 
,_. ....... Q spring and will be paste on the district 's web site , www.unionps.org. 

~ . : .: 

Boevers 
grader 
Bevenue 
practice 
Pearl Watson's 
classroom during a 
presentation of old
time cowboys pre
sented by the Tulsa 
Historical Society. 
Students learned 
about branding 
tools, stagecoaches 
and customs of the 
Old West. 

Channel 6 producer Bret Gunther answers a 
question {rom Cedar Ridge second grader 
Erin Hills. He brought props such as micro
phones, press badges and a satellite truck. 
The dads of the class were asked to come and 
talk about their careers, which included talks 
on firefighters, airplanes and medicine. 

Briarglen's Teacher of 
the Year Stacy Pierce 
listens as second grad
er Valorie Shuffield 
reads a book to her. 
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Retired teacher Rachel Bess shows Andersen 
fifth grader Andy Copeland how to weave a 
pencil basket out of straw in Linda Snowbarg
er's class. Students have been learning about 
Native Americans and the early settlers dur
ing America's colonial times. 

Army Specialist Stephanie Ross was the fea
tured speaker at a ceremony honoring mili
tary veterans at Jarman where she was a for
mer student. She credited Union for helping 
her with her education and strong character 
values. 

II 
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With Growth, Comes Change ... A Message from Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden 

1n the busy world of Union Public 
ichools, change is constant. Even if it 

would be easier to remain static and 
unchanged, we know that to maintain 
our position of excellence, we must be 
willing to grow and change to get better 
each day wherever we can. It is human 
nature to embrace the idea of change 
when it affects someone else but more 
difficult when it happens to us person
ally and impacts our comfort level. For 
those staff members and patrons who 
are dealing with changes because of 
redistricting, new program leadership, 
redistribution of teachers because of a 
new school, etc. , remember that Union is 
a quality institution throughout and 
based on our history, we continue to 
improve as we evolve. Our students are 
resilient and usually adapt easily when 
given a chance. 

As our student population continues to 
grow, new facilities and programs to 
offer opportunities for students must 
expand to address the demand. The 
strong support for the Valentine's Day 
bond issue is appreciated as the begin
ning of the district's 13th elementary 
chool, new outdoor physical educa
ion/ sports fields, and additional class

. ooms at the Intermediate High School 
to name just a few projects. The 
progress supported by annual bond 
issues ensures that our students have 
good facilities for learning that are safe 
and well equipped from age four 
through high school. 

With the opening of Elementary #12 in 
August, new elementary school bound
aries will spread students between 
schools to provide space for all-day 
kindergarten in each neighborhood 
school. Parents have been looking for
ward to this change for years. Union 
teachers have been planning diligently 
for the all-day program's curriculum 
that will include literacy, science, math 
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reasoning, the arts and physical educa
tion. Giving students more time to 
master readiness skills will be a great 
advantage for students and convenient 
for parents. Early childhood education 
has repeatedly demonstrated to be 
most influential in academic and social 
development. With the opening of a 
new school and redistricting of course, 
this means a change for some. In the 
Long-Range Planning Committee's pro
posal, the new school will provide relief 
from overcrowding at Boevers, Briarglen 
and McAuliffe by serving about 450 stu
dents who live close to the new school. 
Another 290 students are expected to 
be impacted by other boundary changes 
that will relieve overcrowding and more 
evenly distribute our students. All of 
those students asked to move will be 
welcomed to their excellent new schools 
with a big fanfare in the spring. 

Two important personnel changes have 
also been announced recently. Coach 
Kevin Wright from Indianapolis, 
Indiana, will be joining us as head foot
ball coach and athletic director, and Mr. 
Matt McCready from Blue Valley School 
District in Overland Park, Kansas, will 
be our director of bands and assistant 
fine arts director. These two individu
als have already brought new ideas and 

enthusiasm that will jumpstart excite
ment for our 2006-07 school year. 

Improvement cannot occur without 
change. Adults can help students 
adapt by expressing a positive attitude 
and setting high expectations for con
tinued success. With Union's progres
sive track record, the confidence of our 
patrons even in changing times is 
deserved and appreciated. 

More Union Teachers 
Receive National 

Board Certification 

Seven Union teachers learned recently 
that they have received National Board 
Certification. They are: jeanine Cory -
Jarman Multiage; Jill Fitts - Jarman 
Enrichment Specialist; Christine Ford -
High School Media Specialist; Linda 
McGinnis - Eighth Grade English; Kathy 
Paige - Andersen Third Grade; Kendall 
Roberts - Grove Physical Education and 
Linda Snowbarger - Andersen Fifth 
Grade. 

Union now has 32 teachers with 
National Board Certification. Four other 
teachers also received the certification 
but are no longer in the district. 

New Wing Dedicated at Eighth Grade Center 

Looking at the prevailing 
natural light, it is hard to 
imagine what life at the 
Union Eighth Grade 
Center was like before 
windows, the new glass
encased media center 
and high-ceiling hall
ways. 

they can study in a beauti
ful media center and 
attend classes in a well
equipped new science 
wing," explained Union 
Eighth Grade Principal 
Steve Pittman. "And while 
there is still work to be 
done, this is a great start!" 

Those features, along 
with a new entrance, nine 
large science classrooms 
and labs and remodeled 
administrative offices 
were celebrated in dedi
cation ceremonies 
january 24 at the Eighth 
Grade Center, marking 
completion of Phase I of 
a $9.54-million construc
tion and renovation proj

A new soccer building, 
east of the Eighth Grade 
Center, is scheduled to be 
completed this spring. 
The 4,000-square-foot 
structure, to be used by 
the High School boys' and 
girls' varsity soccer teams 
and eighth grade physical 
education classes, in
cludes coaches' offices, a 

Eighth graders Kendrick Frierson 
(front) and Matt jennings use 
microscopes to complete an earth 
science project in one of the new 
science classrooms. Their teacher 
is jacque Hawkins. 

weight room, dressing 
rooms, public restrooms and concession ect that has been underway at the 

school for nearly two years. 

"We have gone from a dark, cramped 
building to an environment where our 
1,132 students can flourish in bright 
hallways filled with natural light; where 

area. 

Union administrators, students and 
teachers welcomed former employees 
and guests to a ribbon cutting ceremony 
and reception. 
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Newcomers Class Helps Ease Transition for English Language Learners 

When George Contreras missed his bus 
to school, he did the only thing he 
could think of: hop on his brother's bi
cycle and pedal six miles to reach class. 

"In the past, something like this would 
have been unheard of," said Cathy 
Collins, director of Federal Programs 
for Union Public Schools. "But our stu
dents want to come to school and they 
all wal).t to learn. The times have 
changed when non-English speaking 
students stayed at home. Now they 
want to come to school." 

Credit is due, in large part, to concerted 
efforts by Union educators to experi
ment with ways of communicating with 
students, through programs such as 
English Language Learners and the cre
ation of a "Newcomers Class" at many 
sites. 

For instance, students in the 
Newcomers Class at Union Intermediate 
High School learned all about a very 
unique American custom - Thanksgiv
ing. Several of the teenagers were not 
acquainted with the holiday or its tradi
tions so teachers Shawna Taylor, 
Annette Bohannon, Jose Fernandez 
and Harland Warrior and paraprofes
sionals Penny Pandian, Sally Gonzalez 
and Rob Fischer pooled their resources 
and hosted a Thanksgiving dinner for 
the class at the school. For several stu
dents, it was their first time to try 

"Super Saturday" 
SAT Test Prep Class 

April 29, 2006 
Union Intermediate 

High School 
Rooms 1406 & 1408 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Enrollment Fee is $15 
Need-based scholarships are 

available to Union Public 
School students. 

For more information contact 
Ruth McClain, 459-4661 

or 
mcclain.ruth@unionps.org 

things 
such as 
stuffing or 
cranber
ries. 

The num
ber of 
bilingual 
students at 
Union has 
risen to 
2,155, and 
1,583 are 
enrolled in 
English 
Language 
Learners/ George Contreras 

Limited 

al profiles so different approaches are 
always being sought. 

Activities like the Thanksgiving dinner 
are important because immersion in 
English situations helps the students 
learn the language faster. 

"The shift from social to academic lan
guage requires large blocks of time in 
English immersion," Collins said, 
explaining "Students acquire social lan
guage in one to three years and academ
ic language in three to five years." 

English Proficient (ELL/ LEP) programs. 
While a large portion of these students 
are Hispanic, Spanish dialects are hardly 
the only tongue spoken in Union hall
ways. 

All ELL students are required to take 
Language Proficiency Tests as well as 
participate in state CRT testing. The ele
mentary program is overseen by eight 

. certified instructors and six paraprofes-
sionals, Collins said. The ELL program is 
housed at Boevers, Briarglen, Clark, 
Grove and McAuliffe elementary 
schools. The ELL teachers travel to the 
remaining six elementary sites on 
Wednesdays. Union also added two 
"Newcomers Classes" at Clark. On the 
secondary level, there are eleven certi
fied instructors and eight paraprofes
sionals. ELL programs are offered at all 
of the secondary sites. 

"We have 42 languages spoken in the 
homes of Union students," Collins said. 
In addition to Spanish, Vietnamese, 
Hmong, Russian and Arabic are the 
most predominant languages spoken. 
English Language Learners have diverse 
backgrounds, languages and education-

Dave Stauffer 

High School Principal 
Shaves Head for Good Cause 

A deal is a deal - so after Union High School 
students raised $10,000 for a fellow student 
with leukemia, Principal Dave Stauffer agreed 
to shave his head bald (not that there was 
much there to begin with). Not only did 
Stauffer shave his head in front of the student 
body during the state pep rally, but there were 
lots of cameras to record the event for poster
ity. 

The event was part of Shagathon to raise funds 
for senior Shagah Zakerion who is fighting 
leukemia. For most of this semester, students 
have sought pledges for weight lost by teach
ers Troy Powell, Laura Cowan and Twytinna 
Gardner. Powell alone lost more than 65 lbs. 

Even though Shagathon is finished, the fund 
raising is not over. The High School will con
tinue to raise funds for Zakerion to help defray 
hospital expenses. Anyone wishing to con
tribute may make checks out to the Union 
Drama Department. Checks may be mailed to 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, 74133. 
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Union Teacher of the Year 
Named for 2005-2006 

Christi Johnson, an English and jour
nalism teacher at Union High School, 
has been named the 2005-2006 Teacher 

of the Year for Union 
Public Schools. 

Johnson was 
selected from 
among 17 
building-level 
Teacher of the 
Year winners 
who were all 
recognized 

during a recep
tion in their 

honor at the Union 
6th/ 7th Grade 
Center. She is 

to compete in the state 

Christi Johnson 

now eligible 
competition. 

With 26 years of teaching behind her, 
Johnson has served with Union since 
2000. She has a bachelor's degree in 
education from Texas Tech University 
and a master of education, reading spe
cialist, from Northeastern State 
University. 

"Teaching has been a lifelong passion 
for me," Johnson said. "I enjoy the cre
ativity that is required and the challenge 
of preparing young adults for college or 
the work force." 

The lessons she imparts to her children, 
she hopes, help build a sense of confi
dence. 

"I hope my students feel confident in 
their writing skills . I want students to be 
able to express themselves in a clear 
and focused manner. I also want my stu
dents to have a lifelong love of reading," 
she said. 

"My greatest strength as an educator is 
my willingness to devo te the time to 
carefully plan activities and curriculum 
units to meet the needs of my students. 
I ffill: highly organized, and I~~ 
day the activities in my classroom 
reflect that," she said. 

On the Cover 

8th Grade Principal Steve Pittman talks 
to Nate/or Davis between classes in the 
new hallway of the 8th Grade Center. A 
dedication ceremony for the improve
ments was held in January. See story on 
page 3. 

The 2005-2006 Building Level Teachers of the Year, as pictured, are: (left to right) Becky Freeman, 
Darnaby; Pearl Watson, Boevers; Dixie Highberger, Moore; judy Cairl, Andersen; Christi johnson, 
High School; Ken Anderson, Sixth Grade; Rose Lambert, Intermediate High; Linda McGinnis, Eighth 
Grade; Stacy Pierce, Briarglen; Nancy LeGrange, Seventh Grade; Merry Lahti, McAuliffe; Jodi Benton, 
Cedar Ridge; jeanine Cory, Jarman; Gary Pereschuk, Grove; Angela Sanders, Clark; and Brenda 
Hillhouse, Peters. Not pictured is Harriet Chenault, Union A lternative. 

Oklahoma MS Employer of the Year Award 

Union Public Schools has been present
ed with the Oklahoma Chapter of the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
Employer of the Year award. 

Matthew Dobson, a football coach and 
American History teacher at Union 
Intermediate High School, who has been 
fighting MS every day, accepted the 
award on behalf of the district recently. 
Union Intermediate High School and 

Witcher Named 
Oklahoma Assistant 
Principal of the Year 

Lisa Witcher, assistant principal for the 
Intermediate High School, has been 
named the Oklahoma Assistant 
Principal of the Year by the Oklahoma 
Association of Secondary School 
Principals. 

"I am very blessed to be here and to be 
part of Union," Witcher said, after learn
ing of the honor. Witcher was selected 
after colleagues, students and parents 
wrote letters of recommendation. "The 
whole process has been a reward for me. 
Getting nominated by a colleague is a 
shot in the arm and then to receive the 
letters of recommendation from parents 
and teachers is quite humbling," said 
Witcher. 

After she was nominated for the honor 
Witcher completed an application which 
included a resume-like questionnaire, 
four letters of recommendation and 
three essays written by her. The written 
materials are designed to convey suc
cess. in Collaborative Leadership; 
Curnculum, Instruction; Assessment; 
and Personalization. 

Union Athletics are good places to start 
when looking at how the district is a 
leader in advancing disability rights and 
providing enhanced opportunities for 
employees with MS, according to the 
Oklahoma MS Chapter. 

PreKindergarten/ 
Kindergarten Roundup 

Enrollment for 2006-2007 prekinder 
garten and kindergarten will begin April 
17 at the Enrollment Center in the 
Extended Education Building, 5656 S. 
129 East Ave., directly north of the 
Education Service Center. Roundup 
hours are 8:00 a.m.-4:00p.m. If you are 
unable to attend your school's enroll
ment session, you may attend one of the 
make-up sessions on April 27 from 4:30 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. or April 28 from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

L 
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Remembering a Member of the Union Family Union Public Schools 
Named a 'Certified 
Healthy Business' 

He was most recently known as the car
ing gentleman who poured his heart and 
talent into Night School, changed its 
name to "Evening Academy" and as its 

ON 
Gra~l.-fatiot1 Cclcbratiot1 

Volunteers and business contributions 
are being sought to help stage the 13th 
Annual Union Graduation Celebration, 
which provides seniors with a safe, 
drug- and alcohol-free environment in 
which to celebrate the completion of 
high school. 

The event will be held May 13 at 
Incredible Pizza Company, following 
commencement. The parents sponsor 
this all-night lock-in to congratulate our 
seniors and provide a safe environment 
on a traditionally dangerous evening. 
The all-night party will include plenty of 
games, food, entertainment and prizes. 
The school will grant a student activity 
excused absence the following Monday, 
May 15, for s tudents who attend and 
remain the entire night. A student 
activity absence does not count against 
absences or finals exemptions. 

Students are encouraged to purchase 
tickets early. Tickets will also be avail
able at the door. However, students 
must bring a completed and signed reg
istration form to the event if they have 
not pre-registered. Registration forms 
are available at the High School or on 
the web at www.unionps.org; they will 
not be available at the door. Tickets may 
be purchased for $30 until April 13. 
After April 13, tickets are $40. 

Ticket money must accompany the com
pleted registration form. Please make 
checks payable to UNION GRADUATION 
CELEBRATION and mail to Union 
Graduation Celebration, c/o Union High 
School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, Tulsa, OK 
74133. They can also be delivered to the 
main office at the High School. 

In addition, we welcome your participa
tion AND tax deductible donations! 
Union Graduation Celebration is its own 
50l(c)3. To volunteer, please contact 
Pam Fell at 493 -5882. For financial 
contributions, please contact Debbie 
Swant-Hess at 493-2.555 or 284-6111. 
Questions? Call Karen Reinking at 481-
7081. 

director, did what he did best-helped 
young people believe in themselves. 
When Art Naylor passed away December 
23, students and the rest of Union fam
ily lost a long-time administrator and 
friend who will be greatly missed. 

His career at 
Union began in 
1980 as an 
assistant prin
cipal at Union 
Junior High 
where he be
came its prin
cipal in 1982. 
He was the 
Junior High 
principal for 
11 years and 
the Intermed-
iate High prin- Art Naylor 

cipal for three years . He later served as 
an assistant principal at Union High 
School; the Coordinator of Night School 
and Summer School and then Uni.on's 
Director of the Evening Academy. His 
wife Michelle is a fifth grade teacher at 
Andersen. Their children all graduated 
from Union--Erin in 1998, Josh in 2002 
and Jared in 2003. 

Union Public Schools has been named as 
one of Oklahoma's Certified Healthy 
Businesses by the Oklahoma Academy 
for State Goals, the Oklahoma Turning 
Point Council, the State Chamber and 
the Oklahoma Department of Health. 

Union received the designation because 
of the healthy choice opportunities it 
provides to its employees, such as dis
counts for becoming members at the 
S mthCrest Wellness and Sports 
Medicine Center at the Union Multipur
pose Activity Center. 

"As a business recognized for providing 
positive health and wellness opportuni
ties for its employees and contributing 
to improving the health of all 
Oklahomans, Union is setting an exam
ple for others to follow," said Julie 
Knutson, president of the Oklahoma 
Academy for State Goals. "Eventually, 
we hope the Oklahoma Certified Healthy 
Business program will serve as a model 
to encourage health insurers to consider 
rate changes for those businesses that 
become certified." 

Union Ropes Course Expands 
to Include Climbing Wall at UMAC 

Taking advantage of the climbing wall at the SouthCrest Wellness and Sports 
Med1cme Center at the Union Multipurpose Activity Center, the Union Ropes Course 
contmued through the winter months. 

The exercis~, which is part of Union's Character Counts and Student Assistance pro
grams, Is auned toward at-risk students to motivate them to stay in school and 
become successful, explained Danny Williams, Student Assistance Program coordi
nator. During warm weather, the program takes full advantage of the ropes course at 
Union Intermediate High School for positive character building and motivation. "The 
climbing wall allows us to continue this successful program during the cold weath
er," Williams said. 

Time To Check On Proficiency-Based 
Promotion Testing Dates 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) provides the opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeavors by subject, course and/or grade level based 
upon mastery of the Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) objectives. 
Proficiency-Based Promotion is intended to serve those students enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be met by following the traditional timetable 
and sequence but who require promotion beyond current placement. 

During each school year, Union students have two opportunities to participate in 
the process. Testing will occur at each school during the month of April. Please 
contact your child's counselor to request an application and to learn when testing 
will be administered at that site. The second opportunity for testing will be during 
the summer in July. The schedule for summer testing will be published before the 
school year concludes. 
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1-High Student 
Competes in Peru 

Union freshman Andrea Alonso runs 
for both Union Public Schools and Peru, 
where she is also a citizen. In fact, 
Alonso returned from Peru recently, 
having won the national title in the 
BOOm and 2000m races. 

Her attitude about her talent goes 
beyond humble. She didn't even tell 
anyone directly. "I only happened to 
find out in passing from her as I ques
tioned her about her break," said 
teacher Darin Thompson. Alonso is a 
student in his Leadership Class at Union 
Intermediate High School. 

Alonso has aspirations of running in the 
Olympics, but at this point, she does not 
know if she will run for Peru or the 
United States. Although she has attend
ed Union for the past few years, she is 
not yet eligible to apply for American 
citizenship, Thompson said. 

Dylan Duren (left) and Matt Willis hold pres
ents for children during the Union baseball 
team's sixth annual holiday visit to St. Francis 
Children's Hospital. High School Principal 
Dave Stauffer dressed as Santa Claus as the 
team visited sick children and gave them 
gifts. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Members of the Pass Christian football team were special guests of Union High School during the 
state championship football rally. Union adopted the team after Pass Christian's community was 
ravaged by Hurricane Katrina. 

Mississippi Team Affected by Hurricane Katrina 
Highlight of Union State Football Rally 

Pass Christian football coach Kelly 
Causey and members of his football 
team were among the highlights at the 
High School football rally as the 
Mississippi team cheered for the 
Redskins on their way to the state cham
pionship - which Union later won! 

Union and the Union Football Booster 
Club adopted the team and later Union 
adopted its high school and district 
after learning of Pass Christian's devas
tation in the wake of Hurricane Katrina 
last fall. Union donated football equip
ment to the team and the district con
tinues to collect items to donate to the 
district, including surplus materials . 

In gratitude, the Mississippi team trav
eled to Oklahoma to cheer on the 
Redskins. And while Pass Christian was 
grateful for the help, more help is still 
needed. 

Pass Christian is hoping to obtain such 
things as file cabinets, teacher chairs, 
cubbies for kindergarten classes, car
pentry and maintenance tools and hard
bound books for libraries and class
rooms. 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden said 
the story of Pass Christian's community 

is amazing as it tries to rebuild after its 
town was wiped out by 18 feet of water, 
forcing families to live in tents, campers 
or with relatives. "We want to do what 
we can to help the community of Pass 
Christian," Burden stated. 

Sponsored by Union High School teacher 
Cheryl Milligan, Union's Finest Stomp Team 
was awarded "Best of Show" at the Martin 
Luther King ]r. Day parade in Tulsa. Pictured 
are: (left to right) Yvette Carranza, Kathy 
William, Ariana ]ones and Courtney Gordon, 
Ashley Dillihay and ]acenta Ford. 

t 
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