
Page 16 ---------------------------------- May-June, 2005 

Nicole Poindexter 

Alex Holder 

Taha Usmani 

jered Yang 

julie Rader 

~tJ\cHC~ (Cc.,t.) 

Amanda Bishop, Nicole Poindexter and Alex Holder - who have a combined 
record of 15 goals and 18 assists. Andi led the team in scoring with 11 goals 

and 11 assists. Amanda, Nicole and Alex anchored the defense by only 
allowing nine goals in the season. Despite dealing with injuries, 
the seniors have made a tremendous impact on the team's suc

cess. Along with the rest of the team, they are part of the 
foundation of a class program on the rise. 

The boys' soccer team finished the regular season as district champs and held their 
own at State, defeating Bro~en Arrow 2-1 for the State Championship trophy. They 
were ranked in the top five of the Class SA rankings throughout the season. Thirteen 
seniors led the team in both talent and character. Dallas Nikel, Eduardo Urquiza, 
Taha Usmani and Jered Yang paced the Redskins in scoring with a combined 29 _goals. 
The defense was solid due to the tenacious efforts of Kevin Sloan, Chike Etumudor, 
Jordan Gaines and Randy Randolph. With the new soccer facility scheduled to be 
completed by the 2006 season, the Redskin program is on the rise. 

The senior class of the 2005 track team is one of the largest and most successful in the 
past ten years. Senior Mackenzi Adams was not only an asset to the football team, but 
won the State title in the 110-meter and 300-meter hurdles, anchoring the boys' track 
team to a fourth place finish. Chris Burnette, who came to Union his junior year and 
established himself as an outstanding hurdler, took fourth in the 110. Chris Gilchrist 
is known as an excellent sprinter, and Robbie Russell, who moved in from Wyoming, 
has helped in the distance relays. Other seniors included Stephen Collins, Bryan 
Oakes, Kyle Pendergrass and Jordan Tullio. 

With the girls' track team taking gold at State, senior Julie Rader took fifth in the dis
cus. Beverly Ruedy has been a very important part of the girls' track program for four 
years, whether in the 800 meters or on relay teams. Candice Young has been winning 
medals since junior high, and Kim Carolla scores points in the discus and shot-put, 
Other seniors included Stephanie Brown, Joann Jeremiah, Christina Morse, Melissa 
Pendleton and Krista Sorrells. 

The tennis teams had a great season, due in part to the contributions of three senior 
boys and one senior girl. The efforts of all team members were crucial to the boys' 
first-ever State title. Four-year letterman Brett Proctor was a consistent performer at 
the #2 singles spot throughout his career. He placed in the top four at regionals, top 
eight at state all four years and was named to the East All-State team. Carlos Salazar, 
a three-year letterman, is a solid doubles player who qualified for State last year. Ryan 
Johnson, who previously made significant contributions as team manager, played JV 
doubles in 2005. The lone senior girl, Jamie Park, has played for Union since 7th 
grade. She is a four-year letterman and has qualified for State four times. 

After a slow start, the baseball team was on a hot streak at the end of the season win
ning their last 24 of 25 games to enter the state playoffs with an overall record of 29-
8. The excellent play and quality leadership of six seniors came into play as they took 
the State Championship, winning over two-year title holder Owasso 5-4. Team captains 
Brad Glenn, Brent Robison and Ricky Gardner were instrumental to the team's suc
cess as were the consistent performances of Gunner Glad, Cody Buchanan and jared 
Wondra. All have received college athletic scholarships to further their academic and 
baseball careers. 
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5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
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2004-2005 Seniors of the Month Recognized 
Elizabeth Hullinger and Matt Byford 
were named the 2005 Seniors of the 
Year at Union High School. 

Elizabeth, the May Senior of the Month, 
is the daughter of Hallett and Nancy 
Hullinger. She plans to attend the 
University of Oklahoma and possibly 
major in international studies. Matt, the 
August Senior of the Month, is the son 
of Mark and Cindy Byford. He also 
hopes to attend the University of 
Oklahoma and plans to study chemical 
engineering. 

Jimikaye Beck and Matt Byford were 
selected as Seniors of the Month for the 
month of August. Beck is involved in 
National Honor Society, Drug-Free 
Youth (D-FY), Foreign Language Club, 
Renegade Regiment Marching Band, Key 
Club and Music Honor Society. Byford is 
active in NHS, Union Avenue Choir, 
Union Swing Organization, BASIC 
Leadership Camp and was a member of 
the Junior Royalty for the 2004 Mr. and 
Miss Union. 

Mary Elias and Alex Points were 
September's honorees. Elias is active in 
National Honor Society, and is a mem
ber of the Asian American Society, Tulsa 
Union Medical Society (TUMS) and 
Renaissance. Points is active in Drug
Free Youth, NHS, German Honor Society 
and varsity swimming, as well as Boy 
Scouts, his church youth group, Ropes 
Course facilitator at Union Intermediate 
High School and student mission with 
his church. 

Chris Wild 

Maggie Rutsch and 
Chris Wild were 
October's Seniors 
of the Month. 
Rutsch is active in 
drama/ theater 
production, 
Renaissance, Red 
Cross blood drive, 
National Honor 
Society, Business 

Professionals of America and the 2004 
spring trip to Europe. Wild is active in 
the Ultimate Frisbee Club, National 
Honor Society, Tulsa Union Medical 
Society, Key Club, Drug-Free Youth and 
Mu Alpha Theta, as well as his church 
youth group, Boy Scouts and intramural 
soccer. 

Carly Allred and Stephen Shepherd 
were Students of the Month for 
November. Allred is active in National 
Honor Society, Renaissance Club, 

Business Professionals of America, 
TOPS Soccer Club, Green County Soccer 
and is a staff writer of the Satellite, a 
student-oriented newspaper published 
in the Tulsa World. Shepherd is involved 
in National Honor Society, Academic 
Team, Mu Alpha Theta, varsity baseball, 
Oklahoma Boys' State, intramural base
ball, community service and serves as 
an acolyte and lay reader at church. 

Mallorie Rodak 

Mallorie Rodak 
and Cody Tidwell 
were named 
Seniors of the 
Month for Decem
ber. Rodak is 
involved in year
book, swing choir, 
all-school musical 
West Side Story, 
Key Club, Red 

Gross, D-FY and is a staff member at the 
Hru:llan~-Society of Tulsa. Tidwell is 
active irLNHS., Jazz _Band, TU Physics 
Journal Club and the Tri-M Music Honor 
Society. 

Katie Gaddis 

Nikhil Behl and 
Katie Gaddis were 
selected in 
January. Behl is 
active in National 
Honor Society, Key 
Club, intramural 
basketball, Drug
Free Youth, the 
annual multicul
tural show, 

American Red Cross, and he has volun
teered for the Red Cross, Saint Francis 
Hospital, Tulsa City-County Library and 
the Medical Explorer's Group. Gaddis is 
active in Red Cross, NHS, Key Club, 
Tulsa Union Medical Society, CORE, bas
ketball and volleyball. 

Hillary Harwell 

Hillary Harwell and 
Michael Mills were 
February's Seniors 
of the Month. 
Harwell is active in 
the Renegade Regi-
ment, National 
Honor Society, 
Music Honor Society 
and the Tulsa Union 
Medical Society. 

Mills is active in Academic Team, drama, 
Mu Alpha Theta, Young Democrats and 
the Student Council. 

Rachael Cain and Andrew Dean were 
honored in March. Cain is the co-presi-

dent of Tri-M Music 
Honor Society. She 
is also active in 
swing choir, 
National Honor 
Society, and her 
church youth 
group. She is a 
National Merit 
Finalist and a 
member of the All 

Andrew Dean 

State Choir. Dean is active in National 
Honor society, Key Club, D-FY and 
Union JV tennis. 

Keerthi Karam
ched and Ryan 
Johnson were 
named Seniors of 
the Month for 
April. Karamched 
is active in 
National Honor 
Society, Tulsa 
.Union Medical 

Ryan C. Johnson Society, Key Club 
and the Asian American Association. 
Johnson is active in Student Council/ 
Leadership, TeePee Crew, Key Club, 
intramural basketball, National Honor 
Society, Red Cross and the Busine 
Professionals of America. 

Elizabeth Hullin
ger and Scott 
Rainwater were 
May's Seniors of 
the Month. Hullin
ger is active in 
Leadership, 
National Honor 
Society, Key Club, 
National Art Honor 
Society, D-FY, and Scott Rainwater 

Red Cross. Rainwater is active in 
Academic Team, Young Astronauts 
Program, Engineering Challenge and 
Math Club. 

the Communicator 
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129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethell is Communications Executive 
Director/Editor. The Communicator staffJ 
includes Janie Froman, Mike Vore and Beverl) 
Thummel. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
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Sixth/Seventh Grade Center (Cont.): 
itable for us. We found a new way to get 
students to bring in their Boxtops for 
Education and had great success. Our 
6th Grade Game Days were big hits 
among the students, and we also had a 
record number of students sign up for 
D-FY. The Klothes Kloset has been very 
busy this year, and our school sent 39 
baskets to the Foundation Auction. I 
would personally like to thank all the 
parents who have helped at the various 
activities. It takes a lot of effort to run 
this PTA and its activities, and without 
the help of volunteers it would be 
impossible to do these things. Our PTA 
gave $13,000 in teacher grants from the 
money we raised. Thanks to all who 
participated in our activities. It has 
been an honor to serve you. 

Lorri Krisman 
6th/7th Grade Center PTA President 

Eighth Grade Center: 
It was another outstanding year at the 
Eighth Grade Center thanks to the com
bined efforts of teachers, staff, students 
and parents. The year began with a new 
principal, Mr. Steve Pittman, who suc
cessfully transitioned into the position 
while also overseeing the construction 
of a new media center and major reno
vations to the rest of the building. The 
faculty and students are to be com
mended for the positive attitude they 
maintained during construction. 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion Summer 

Testing Date Announced 

Proficiency-based testing provides 
the opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeav
ors by subject, course and/ or grade 
level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student 
Skills (PASS) objectives. Proficiency
Based Promotion is intended to serve 
those students enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be 
met by following the traditional time
table and sequence, but who require 
promotion beyond current place
ment. 

The second opportunity for testing 
will be during the month of July. For 
more information about testing this 
summer contact: Susan Crowder at 
918-459-3330. 

PTA hosted three teacher luncheons 
during the year and provided volunteers 
for schedule pickup, directory sales, 
school elections, testing days and field 
trips. Students enjoyed seven pizza 
lunches and two mixers at school as 
well as an off-site mixer at Incredible 
Pizza. To encourage students during 
spring testing, PTA worked with several 
student groups to provide "survival 
kits." We supported many school pro
grams including Reflections, D-FY, 
Catch the Dream awards for teachers, 
Red Ribbon Week, the Union Schools 
Education Foundation and Klothes 
Kloset. Funds raised by PTA were dis
tributed to teachers to purchase needed 
items and equipment for classrooms. 

Thank you to the many volunteers, PTA 
board members, teachers and staff of 
the Eighth Grade Center. Your enthusi
asm and dedication made this a suc
cessful year for our students. 

Melanie Trump 
Eighth Grade Center PTA President 

Intermediate High School: 
Thanks to an outstanding board, the I
High PTSA had a very successful year. 
PTSA membership was up 12% from the 
prior year and included 100% of the I
High staff. For the first time in two 
years, a student directory was pub" 
lished. On a monthly basis, service hour 
records for over 500 students were 
maintained. Pizza lunches and other 
efforts provided funding for a teacher 
grant program. Sixteen curriculum
impacting grants totaling nearly $4,400 
were awarded. 

In addition, the PTSA membership 
served as a sounding board as the site 
administration weighed changes such as 
smaller learning communities, tutoring 
programs, and End of Instruction test
ing revisions. With the EOI testing being 
extended to eight days, PTSA supplied 
more than SO volunteers fogging close 
to 300 hours in test monitoring. The 
year concluded with the third of our . 
teacher/staff appreciation luncheons. 

Lesa Clark 
Intermediate High PTSA President 

High School: 
The Union High School PTSA helped 
with schedule pickup, the Reflections 
Contest and holiday snacks for the 
teachers. Our fund raisers this year 
were "Donut Days," selling Krispy 
Kreme donuts on the mornings of pep 
assemblies and football playoff games. 

Thanks to the High School for the won
derful support! We encouraged the sen
iors to apply for PTA scholarships and 
provided volunteers to accompany the 
special education classes on field trips. 
This is a great group of people who con
tinue to have a heart for ALL kids. 

Nona Nordstog 
High School PTSA President 

2005-2006 
PTA Presidents 

Union PTA Council 
Linda Dunbar 

Andersen Elementary 
Debra Searcy 

Boevers Elementary 
Kellye Torres 

Briarglen Elementary 
Jennifer Shackelford 
& Christine Williams 

Cedar Ridge Elementary 
Stacey Jellison 

Clark Elementary 
Jessica Jordan 

& Veronica Martinez 

Darnaby Elementary 
Stephanie Goekeler 

Grove Elementary 
Michelle Aldrich 

Jarman Elementary 
Cindy Conley 

McAuliffe Elementary 
Renee Harney 

Moore Elementary 
Shannon Troxel 

& Crystal LaGrone 

Peters Elementary 
Toni Kosir 

6th/7th Grade Center 
April Hughes 

8th Grade Center 
Lorri Krisman 

Intermediate High 
Dorothy Harkrider 

High School 
Marcia Wright 
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ON 
Grabl-fatiott Cdcbratiott 

Thanks to generous donations of hard 
work and money, the 2005 graduates of 
Union High School had a Simply 
Incredible Graduation Celebration. 
About 75% of the class had a night of 
food, fun and prizes, .celebrating with 
their friends in a safe, drug- and alco
hol-free environment. Storms and elec
trical outages were not enough to damp
en our spirits. Attendance would have 
been even higher, but several Union 
sports teams' seniors were resting up 
for state championships on Saturday. 
We would have loved to have them with 
us, but even better .. . we won four state 
championships! 

This event would not have been possible 
without the help of the following: Union 
Schools Education Foundation, Best Buy, 
Moody's Jewelers, Broken Arrow Civitan 
Club, Countertop Specialties Inc., Floral 
Haven, Debra & Robert Lee, James 
McAuliff Attorney at Law, Northeastern 

K Driving School, Precision Optical, 
.CB Bank, Sand Springs Metal 

Processing, Woodlake Assembly of God, 
Yale Cleaners, Flintco, Steven Smith 
Dermatology, Travel Bargains, Airco 
Service, Crosby Group, Sheraton Tulsa 
Hotel, Tulsa Metro Federal Credit Union, 
Vintage Liquors, Mark and Marilyn 
Polumbus, Kathy Slemp, Allan and 
Patricia Gates , Barbara Lowell, Cheryl 
Lefler, Lisa Winham, AEP-Public Service 
Co. of OK, Care Animal Hospital, J&H 
Foods, Kirkendall Designs, Dr. Paul and 
Cindy Hendrix, Chris Nickel Jeep, 
Montgomery Exterminating, QuikTrip 
Corp., Redman Pipe and Supply, PRIDE
CO, Broken Arrow Assembly of God, 
Wal-Mart Corporation, The Perfect 
Touch, Berkshire Dental Group, Mathis 
Brothers Furniture, Picture to Art, 
McDonald's, Panera Bread, Village Inn, 
Red Lobster, Abuelo's , Applebee's, 
Cheddars, Chili's, El Chico, Fuddruck
er's , IHOP, Lone Star Steak House, 
Mimi's, On the Border, Red Robin, 
Macaroni Grill, Ron's Hamburgers, 
Texas Roadhouse , TGI Friday's. In addi
tion, the Union PTAs, behind the gen
erosity and leadership of the PTA 
Council, donated $2,600. 

i 'hank you to all the parents, patrons 
and community businesses that made 
this night memorable and safe for our 
graduating seniors. 

- Nona Nordstog 

Union Teams Claim Six State Championship Titles 

In an amazing show 
of sports skills, 
Union claimed four 
state champion
ships in the final 
weekend of the 
school year, bring
ing its total to six 
wins for the year. 

In just one week
end, Union won 
state titles in girls' 
track, boys' tennis, 
boys' soccer and 
baseball, adding to 
the school's tri
umphs in gymnas
tics and football. 
"We definitely have 
had a great year in 
athletics," Director 
of Athletics Bill 
Blankenship said. 

Brad Glenn (20) and the 
Union Redskins celebrate 
their S-4 victory over 
Owasso in the Class 6A 
state high school baseball 
final. Photo courtesy Tulsa 
World 

"It was a great weekend," said Union assis
tant athletic director Steve Dunlap. "We're 
very proud of our teams. We're thankful for 
our players and coaches." 

It was a busy final weekend for Union ath
letes, as commencement was held Friday. 

Danielle Gilchrist leaps a hurdle 
in the 100. She finished with four 
gold medals. Photo courtesy 
Tulsa World 

The baseball team was only 
able to attend commence
ment after winning its brack
et final late that afternoon. A 
loss would have meant play
ing another bracket final and 
missing commencement. 

Union's Blake Boswell breezed to 
his second straight No. 1 singles 
crown, defeating Ponca City's Ian 
Donovan 6-3, 6-4 in the Class SA 
final. Photo courtesy Tulsa World 

Broken Arrow's 
Adam Schwabauer 
tries to intercept 
the ball from 
Union's ]ered Yang 
during the SA state 
championship soc
cer game in Bixby. 
Photo courtesy 
Tulsa World 
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Grove Elementarv (Cont.): 
Other funds raised were distributed as 
$3,000 in teacher classroom grants with 
the balance reserved for additional play
ground equipment expected to be pur
chased next year. 

It was a pleasure serving as Grove 
Elementary PTA President these past 
two years. 

Kathy Kemper 
Grove PTA President 

Jarman Elementary: 
It's been another great year at Jarman 
thanks to our fantastic kids, wonderful 
parent volunteers and our superstar 
staff. We started the year with a Back
to-School breakfast for our teachers to 
welcome them back from summer vaca
tion and let them know we were ready to 
support them for this school year. To 
welcome our children and families back, 
the PTA provided a Family Fun Night on 
the school lawn with multiple inflata
bles, lots of food and an area to shop. It 
was a huge success with nearly 600 in 
attendance. 

The support for our school continued 
with our largest fund raiser, Jog-a-Thon, 
which provides school activities for the 
students, equipment for the school and, 
most important, curriculum grants for 
our teachers. We cannot thank all of 
those enough who supported our school 
with their gracious donations this year. 
You are so appreciated. 

As the year moved on, numerous volun
teers worked hard to make everything 
successful including our Reflections 
program, popcorn days, homeroom par
ties, our Incredible Pizza night, Teacher 
Appreciation Week and Klothes Kloset 
to name a few. There were so many peo
ple who spent many hours volunteering 
at Jarman. Our parents, PTA officers 
and chairmen did such a great job. 

We wrapped the year up with our PTA 
luncheon to thank all of our board mem
bers for a job well done and to welcome 
our new members to the PTA board. We 
hope all of you have a terrific summer, 
and we'll see you next year! 

j ulie Kramer & Cindy Conley 
Jarman PTA Co-Presidents 

McAuliffe Elementary: 
Together, we do more at McAuliffe 
Elementary. This year, the cooperative 
efforts of our parents, teachers, staff 
and PTA board members have resulted 
in many benefits for all of our students. 
Our school year began with a "Back to 
School" luncheon for our teachers, 
which was soon followed by the first 
annual Boohoo Breakfast, a sweet way to 

introduce our incoming kindergarteners 
and their parents to the school. We 
served Krispy Kreme doughnuts and 
juice and passed along valuable infor
mation about our school and our PTA. 

' 

At our open house, we offered school 
spirit T-shirts for sale and an especially 
"sweet" deal on each PTA membership 
bought that night. Our incredibly dedi
cated principal, Mrs. Vance, and five 
intrepid teachers volunteered to kiss a 
pig if specific PTA membership goals 
were reached. In October, when we 
reached our 100% schoolwide member
ship goal, Mrs. Vance, Mrs. LaFreniere, 
Mrs. Halderman and Mrs. Chamberlin 
puckered up to meet Norman, the lucki
est pig in Oklahoma. Our students real
ly enjoyed the assembly that day, 
thanks to the dedicated teachers, par
ents, staff members, business leaders 
and community members who joined 
our PTA to make it happen. The pig
kissing was just the beginning of the fun 
this year. 

Our students enjoyed a costume party 
Bingo Night and Hawaiian-luau-themed 
carnival. Popcorn day was always a hit, 
too. The Accelerated Reader and 
Character Counts programs provided 
fun ways for our students to improve 
reading skills and remember to be good 
citizens. Our catalog fund raiser pro
vided most of the funds needed to pur- -
chase fun new equipment and educa
tional materials for our children. The 
new soccer goals for the playground will 
be installed soon, and the kids can begin 
enjoying soccer games at recess and 
during P.E. We were able to wave the 
"grant fairy" wand over all of our teach
ers' wishes, and we now have many new 
classroom items to benefit not only cur
rent students but many more in the 
years to come. 

I would like to thank our PTA officers 
and board, without whom none of this 
could have happened. I would also like 
to thank the McAuliffe parents who sup
ported our membership drive and our 
fund raiser, helped with our family 
events, participated in the product sur
vey and attended our "spirit nights ." 
Our PTA supporters are the best! Many 
thanks also to our dedicated teachers 
and staff members and our fantastic 
principal, Mrs. Vance. 

Sharron Sims 
McAuliffe PTA President 

Moore Elementary: 
What a wonderful year at Moore 
Elementary! The PTA-sponsored 
Popcorn and Ice Cream days, Spirit days 
and nights, Reflections, Carnival and 

many other special activities. Parental 
support was strong at our fund raisers, 
which included Sally Foster and Bingo 
Night. This support allowed PTA to 
begin setting aside funds to add on to 
our existing playgrmmd. 

Our PTA membership was outstanding! 
Marshall T. Moore won the Union PTA 
Council Membership Award in recogni
tion of the highest percentage in PTA 
membership in the 2004-2005 school 
year. This award was presented at the 
installation dinner for new PTA officers 
held in April. We were honored to 
receive this award for the first time. 
Thank you, Moore PTA Members! 

These are only some of the highlights of 
our year. Our school is so successful 
because of the incredible staff and 
parental support that we have at Moore 
Elementary. 

Ann Corey & Stacey Tucker 
Moore PTA Co-Presidents 

Peters Elementary: 
It's hard to believe how quickly this 
school year has gone by! Here at Peters, 
our PTA has enjoyed many successful 
fund raisers . We continue to reach our 
financial goals through fun activities for 
the kids offered at a reasonable price. 
From pumpkin grams to sucker sales, 
our efforts were well-received. We did 
face painting during lunch for football 
season and the Square One art projects 
that the kids designed for holiday gifts 
were awesome! Our Bingo Night and the 
always-popular Peters Carnival exceed
ed our expectations and offered families 
a fun night out. 

Through these efforts, the PTA was able 
to once again provide our teachers with 
$100 gift cards to use toward classroom 
supplies. We also saw the construction 
of an outdoor classroom/ shelter for 
which we paid half, and we funded 
numerous classroom activities . We are 
very proud of our PTA accomplishments 
this year, but we are even more proud of 
our parent participation and the won
derful volunteers at Peters. Being PTA 
President has been such a great oppor
tunity to serve my school, my communi
ty and my KIDS! Thank you! 

Toni Kosir 
Peters PTA President 

Sixth/ Seventh Grade Center: 
I would like to take this time to reflect 
on this past school year and all the 
changes we experienced. The PTA was 
granted four Piz za Days by Mr. 
Bushyhead, and they were very prof-

(ConHnued on Page 15) 
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Chris Ga/egar 

Megan Sanders 

Jamie Hall 

Sam Price 

Oscar Vera 

Sarah Blosch 

The High School Art Department posted record-breaking results in the 
Regional Scholastics Art Competition with seven Gold Portfolios, seven 

Gold Key awards and 13 Silver Key awards. The work of all 
winners was sent to New York for national judging. 

Gold Key portfolio winners were Chris Galegar, Katie 
Hemphill, Angela Lefler, Maggie Rutsch, Megan 

Sanders Christina Smith and jessica Wallace. Gold Key individuals included Carly 
Allred, Chris Galegar, Katie Hemphill, judy Philips, Megan Sanders and Jessica 
Wallace. Silver Key individual honors went to Chris Galegar, Jamie Hall, Katie 
Hemphill, Angela Lefler, Maggie Rutsch, Megan Sanders, Christina Smith and Jessica 
Wallace. Galegar was one of only six in the state who received a National Silver award 
for his photography at the Scholastics National Art and Writing Awards. 

Megan Sanders was awarded 17 credit hours at the Art Institute of Colorado based on 
her AP Portfolio, and Jamie Hall won the People's Choice Award in the Johnson 
O'Malley Native American Art Contest wilh her work entitled United Tribes in 2005. 
She also received second place in both the Muscogee Creek Nation and statewide com
petitions of the JOM Native American Art Contest. 

Members of the High School orchestra who received superior ratings at district solo 
and ensemble contest and performed at the state-level contest at Oklahoma State 
University were John Lee, Marcelle Martin, Sam Price, Beverly Ruedy and Oscar Vera. 
The orchestra received straight superior ratings in performance at the OSSAA State 
Orchestra Contest in Edmond. 

Marcelle Martin, Sam Price and Oscar Vera were named All-State Orchestra Members, 
and Martin and Vera were also selected to the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute at 
Quartz Mountain. Marcelle Martin was awarded a full scholarship to Baylor University, 
Sam Price received a full scholarship to Arizona State University and Oscar Vera was 
accepted to the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. 

Union's Renegade Regiment marching band had another great season with a trip to 
Bands of America Super Regionals in Atlanta. Band members did a great job at District 
Solo & Ensemble contest with ten of ten solos and eight of eight ensembles earning 
Superior ratings and qualifying for state competition. Senior Sarah Blosch was named 
to All-State band, and seniors Noah Swanson and Sam Price were selected to the 21-
member All-State Jazz Ensemble. 

High School drama students took first place in One-Act Regional Competition with 
"Picasso at the Lapine Agile." All-Star cast members included seniors Nick Faith, 
Kendall Foote, Jon Henry and Wesam Keesh. Foote and Henry were selected to the 
All-Star cast following One-Act State competition as well. 

Seniors took center stage for this year's all-school musical, West Side Story. Rachael 
Cain starred as Maria, Jon Henry portrayed Tony, Pete Brennan was Riff and Mallorie 
Rodak played the part of Anita. The classic musical by Stephen Sondheim and Leonard 
Bernstein is a famous re-working of Shakespeare's Romeo & juliet. 

Rachael Cain was named to the All-OCDA (Oklahoma Choir Directors' Association) 
Jazz Chorus after competing with over 1,000 students statewide for a position in the 
24-voice choir. Rachael and Marcelle Martin were selected to the All-OMEA (Oklahoma 
Music Educators Association) Honor Chorus, and Michelle Myers was named to the All
OCDA Women's Chorus. 

Photography students presented their work at the annual YouthArts! Festival. Senior 
Cern Misirlioglu received Best of Show - Best Portfolio as well as Best of Show - Best 
Individual Photograph. Matt Housley took second in Portfolio, and Carly Allred gar
nered third. In Basic Photography, senior Andrew Cooke took the blue ribbon with 
Brent Dodd in third place. For Advanced Photography, Emily Rowell's work received 
both first and second place honors, and Teniece Johnson was third. 

May-june, 2005 

Noah Swanson 

]on Henry 

Kendall Foote 

Michelle Myers 

Cem Misirlioglu 

Emily Rowell 
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The PTA Council Communique (Continued) 

Briarglen Elementary <Cont.): 
We've sponsored Grandparents Day, a 
Bullying Program, spring & fall Book 
Fairs, Teacher Conference dinners, 
Catch the Dream, gift cards for Bus 
Driver Appreciation, Giftland, HUGS 
Dance and the Fun Run. We purchased 
a die cut machine & die sets for our 
teachers, Reflections and Accelerated 
Reading trophies, costumes and props 
for the fifth grade Winter Concert, 
Character Counts knighting ceremony 
medals and helped fund a trip for 
Special Olympics. 

Many thanks to our Hispanic parents for 
hosting a Mexican dinner for our teach
ers; to Rachelle Nelson & our friends 
from Southpark Christian Church; to 
American Traditions for providing the 
fund-raiser products & desserts for our 
teacher appreciation luncheon; to Papa 
John's Pizza 31st & Garnett; and to 
James Glenn for his numerous Grandpa 
duties from cooking hot dogs & okra to 
hanging white erase boards to anything 
else that needed to be done. 

Heartfelt thanks to Pam Neely for step
ping in when I didn't know where else to 
turn; to PTA Council President Linda 

unbar for supporting our PTA; to Ruth 
Sahli for her auditing skills and to 
Barbara Bonacci for editing our newslet
ter. Thank you to all the moms & dads 
& families who stepped up whenever 
you were called to donate and con
tribute to Briarglen -- you are much 
appreciated! 

I have such a good feeling knowing that 
the new PTA board will carry on what 
we have started. Though my term as 
president is over, I still plan on staying 
active in Briarglen -- I love this school, 
the people I work with and, most of all, 
your children. See you around school! 

Pam Glenn 
Briarglen PTA President 

Cedar Ridge Elementary: 
To the parents, administrators, students 
and community of Cedar Ridge, I would 
like to say thank you for two great years 
as PTA President. The 2004-2005 
school year has been a tremendous 
experience. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
year, from shaking hands and explain
ing the benefits of joining PTA to cele
brating the achievement of exceeding 
our fund-raising goal by racing our prin
cipal, Ellen Crager, down a giant inflat
able slide at our "Big Blast" Day. Our 
PTA is proud of having achieved a l 00% 
membership goal and proud of our 
Cedar Ridge Teacher of the Year, Kari 
Eddy. 

In retrospect, our children's accomplish
ments during the 2004-2005 school year 
were numerous. Among other accom
plishments, they participated in 
Reflections, the Character Counts 
Academy Awards, the Academic Bowl, 
Honor Choir, and performed musicals 
throughout the year. Thank you to the 
PTA officers -- we made a great team! 
Finally, thank you to the entire Board of 
Directors -- your focus on membership, 
diversity and leadership made our PTA 
more relevant to our community and a 
constant champion for our children! 

Teri Stall 
Cedar Ridge PTA President 

Clark Elementary: 
It has been an exciting year at Clark. We 
successfully completed two fund raisers 
and three Bingo Nights. We had a great 
time at our Bingo Nights and ended the 
final one with a great raffle and some 
delicious chili. 

We have achieved a lot this year and I 
am sure there are things we are forget
ting, but we could not have done it with
out our volunteers. The Roy Clark PTA 
would love to thank the many volun
teers who made this year a success and 
helped the year run a little smoother. 
Thank you to all of our 'Popcorn 
Poppers;' to Karen Runnels for taking 
care of our informative Cowboy Capers;. 
to Kim Wood and Cindy Wilson for your 
help with Reflections. To anyone and 
everyone else who helped, we thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts. 

Teacher of the Year voting ended with 
the selection of Mr. Rod Ackmann. He 
has been a huge asset not only to the 
music program here at Clark, but to the 
whole school in general. He has made 
our PTA meetings enjoyable and suc
cessful. He is a wonderful person, and 
we could not be happier to have him as 
part of our team here at Clark. 

Best wishes to all PTAs. We wish you 
nothing but success and growth in the 
future . 

Kimberly Kiker & Kendra Easter 
Clark PTA Co-Presidents 

Darnaby Elementary: 
Darnaby has enjoyed a wonderful year. 
We are fornmate to have so many hard
working volunteers who helped make 
our year so successful. We had three 
major fund raisers -- jog-a-Thon, Arts 
and Crafts Show, and Carnival. All three 
were very successful! The funds raised 
from these events allowed us to do a 
number of special things for the stu
dents and staff. We were excited to par-

ticipate in Reflections, Klothes Kloset, 
Catch the Dream, Red Ribbon Week, 
Meet the Masters, Jr. Great Books and 
Popcorn days. 

We began our busy school year with a 
Welcome Back Brunch for our teachers 
and staff. In November we came togeth
er for a fun night of pizza, bingo and 
fellowship that gave our families a great 
oppornmity to get to know each other. 
Our PTA was very busy during the 
Holiday time working on the district 
"Angel Bear" project which was a great 
sJ.ccess! 

The Carnival in February was a big hit! 
Everyone enjoyed lots of food, games 
and prizes. The kids especially enjoyed 
buying raffle tickets to throw a pie in 
Mr. Carson's face. We treated our teach-

. ers to a wonderful week of Teacher 
Appreciation including lots of goodies 
in the lounge, an Italian luncheon, movie 
tickets and chair massages! We ended 
the school year with our Open House 
showcasing books written by our stu
dents and published by our own 
Darnaby Publishing Company. 

Most of the credit for our successful 
year goes to the officers and the hard
working committees of my PTA board; 
the support of our parents, teachers and 
staff; and the dedication and commit
ment that our principal Mr. Carson has 
given to Darnaby this year! Thanks to 
ALL of you for helping to make Darnaby 
the best school it can be. 

Stephanie Goekeler 
Darnaby PTA President 

Grove Elementary: 
Grove PTA had a great year with new 
activities for the students. We started 
the year with a new fund raiser, "Candle 
Wishes," candles that burn clean and 
last up to 70 hours. Our next event was 
the Reindeer Lane store where students 
shopped for their family holiday gifts. 
The PTA brought back the Winter 
Carnival which was a big success. It was 
titled "A Knights Night" which focused 
around our school T-shirt and Character 
Counts. The night was full of fun activ
ities, games, food and picn1res taken in 
Medieval costumes. We finished the 
year with our annual field day where we 
teamed with the principal to rent inflat
able equipment for the students to 
enjoy. 

The Student Council and PTA joined 
forces to raise over $1,000 for the 
tsunami relief fund, designated for chil
dren's food and health-related needs. 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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t Flnalists Na.med. 

Merit 
(NMSC). 

e arly A
Beck, Matt J. 

-~~~~:~~t~it~Lh Cain, Emily B. ~ W. Hullinger, 
Rachel E. 
D. Mills , 

Stephen P. 
Smith and 

munity activities, educational 
plans and goals. 

National Merit Scholarship awards 
are supported by some 600 inde
pendent sponsors and by NMSC's 
own funds . Sponsor organizations 
include corporations and busi
nesses, company foundations, 
professional associations , and 
colleges and universities. 

Though not qualifying for scholar
ship competition, fifteen other 
Union High School seniors were 
named National Merit 
Commended Students in recogni
tion of their high academic per
formance on the PSAT /NMSQT 
test. Those students include 

Emily 1- Barsh, Pa trick D. 
Biggs, Hannah G. 

Blankenship, Jessica L. 
Timothy M. 

Eastaway, Matthew 
C. Fager, j acqueline 
A. Guidry , Matthew 

Hillin, Lacy M. 
Michael A. 

Thomas A. 
D. 

Smith, 
~tf\~~IViJiiams and 

A ndrew P. Robbins 

Stephen P. Shepherd 
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The PTA Council Communique 

Andersen Elementary: 
The Andersen PTA has had a great year. 
I can't believe we are at the end of the 
school year already. We've had a very 
productive year, and I'm so glad to be 
part of it. I'm proud to say we had a 
100% PTA parent membership. 

We had some great activities for our 
children this year. They were able to 
enjoy activities such as Chat-N-Chew, 
Treat/Popcorn days , Reflections, 
Geography Bee, Pizza Day, Super Kids 
Day and Boxtops for Education. 
Another program our children help with 
in our community is the Klothes Kloset 
where donations of clothing go out to 
families in the district. We have a great 
behind-the-scenes group also. Our 
Hospitality Committee takes very good 
care of our teachers and staff. 

Our fall and spring Bingo nights are 
popular evenings of family fun and 
great fund raisers for our school. With 
the money we raised, we will make more 
improvements to our second play
ground and place other items in our 
school. Parents, thank you for support
ing our school in many ways. 

We have many dedicated parent volun
teers who have made my year at 
Andersen one that I'll never forget. It 
was a privilege to be a part of it. Thanks 
again for a wonderful year. 

Paula Layland 
Andersen PTA President 

Boevers Elementary: 
What a wonderful year we had at 
Boevers! We kicked off the school year 
with a luncheon for our teachers, fol
lowed by a Back-to-School night with 
several community organizations repre
sented to provide information for our 
parents and students. The children 
enjoyed the new playground equipment 
that we had installed over the sunm1er. 
We were able to provide classroom 
grants, Honor Roll decorations and 
refreshments, Teacher Appreciation 
Week, Catch the Dream, Reflections , and 
we helped fund the Rose Hill trip for our 
fourth graders. All these programs 
were made possible through our fall 
fund raiser, Kidz Giftland, and Bingo 
Nights . 

The success of our PTA is due to the 
commitment of volunteers and parents 
who dedicate their time to make 
Boevers the BEST that it can be for our 
children. Thank you to the PTA board 
and committee chairs who worked dili
gently to put together programs for our 
school. It has been an honor and a priv-

. 

President's Comments • . . 
What an outstanding year for PTA and for Union! I want to 
thank all the Council officers and chairmen for your hard work and enthusiasm, 
and all the presidents, Council delegates, principals and Dr. Burden for making 
our Council so stellar. I believe we set a record for the largest Council yet at 
Union PTA, with nearly 40 chairmen. We all worked hard this year, and I thank 
and applaud each one of you for your service. 

Is being involved in the PTA important for the parent of a student? The U.S. 
Department of Education recently undertook a monumental project called the 
Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, which tracks the progress of more than 
20,000 American schoolchildren from kindergarten through the fifth grade. 
Aside from gathering each child's test scores and the standard demographic 
information, the ECLS also asks the children 's parents a wide range of questions 
about the families' habits and activities. The result is an extraordinarily rich set 
of data that, when given a rigorous economic analysis, tells some compelling 
stories about parenting technique. From the study came the surprising news 
that a vast array of things we thought important, wound up not really maldng a 
difference at all in the life and quality of a child. However, one constant that 
rang true was that it did matter if a child's parents were involved in the PTA! 
The study showed consistently that those students tested well and achieved 
more. Our children's future depends on you. 

It has been my pleasure to represent Union this year as Council President, and I 
will continue next year too. What an honor to be involved with such a dedicat
ed professional group. This year we are proud to award 17 scholarships to grad
uating seniors in the amount of $500 each. It is with great pride we were able 
to raise the level of scholarships this year and for the future. I encourage all 
semors to apply next year. Our many committee chairmen worked for the bet
terment of Union and have gone above and beyond as usual. 

New to the district is U-Choose, an online wish tree for teachers, schools and the 
PTA. Not all parents have the opportunity to come inside the schools and find 
out what supplies teachers need. Coming in the fall, with a click of the cursor, 
you can grant a wish for your child 's teacher. Please watch for information 
about U-Choose at Back to School and Meet the Teacher. A committed group has 
been working hard for this new project. To learn more about it, go to 
www.unionps.org/ uchoose/ index.htm 

Once again, I thanl< the district and all the PTAs for the chance to serve as your 
President. I am looking forward to another year of excellence. 

Linda Dunbar 
Union PTA Colmcil President 

ilege to be part of such a committed 
group of people. I am proud to serve on 
the Boevers PTA board. 

Kellye Torres 
Boevers PTA President 

Briarglen Elementary: 
I have a bittersweet feeling as I sit down 
to write my last letter as Briarglen's PTA 
President. Two years ago we began the 
daunting task of rebuilding a strong 
PTA at Briarglen. We have made great 
strides and are still in pursuit of that 
goal. I could not have accomplished any 
of our goals without Kim Hall, Karyn 
Chambers, Mika Galu tza and Jellilifer 

Shackelford. Courtney Elias, Kim 
Whiteley and staff members -- there are 
no words to express our thanks. Norma 
Whomble -- thank you and your ladies 
for opening your kitchen whenever we 
needed it and being a major partner in 
our Read & Feeds. 

We've had so many positives this year as 
well as help from some great people. 
Our Back-to-School Night was a succes, 
thanks to Danny Whomble & Rainbow 
Bread Co., Warehouse Market 31st & 
129th, Barna Pie and Imperial Coffee. 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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Brett McAuliff 

Anthony Hughes 

Peter Brennan 

Nick Abbott 

Ashley Davidson 

Mary Elias 

POINT: Brett McAuliff & Tony Moore - $346,750.00 

T S. BYRD SCHOLAR: Stephen Shepherd- $1,000.00 

LEADERSHIP: Nick Abbott & Ashley D 

PTA COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIP: jeff Alaback, Christal Brainerd, 
Kimberly Carolla, Mary Elias, Jamie Hall, jessica Lanham, Nick Miller, 
Dara Nordstog, Beverly Reudy, Nick Seefeldt, Stephen Shepherd, Julie 
Smith, Krista Sorrels, Matthew Spikes, Ashley Stone, Sarah Winkelman 
& Blia Yang- $350.00 

early Allred 

GRADUATES: Carly Allred, jimikaye Beck, 
Nikhil Behl, Hannah Blankenship, Brandon 

Burk, Matt Byford, Rachael Cain, Brandon Chow, jes 
jessica Dodrill, Kali Domoney, Mary Elias, Katie Gaddis, 

Chris Gilbert, Steven Grim, ]r., Jacqueline Guidry, 
Harwell, Laura Helberg, Emily Higgins, Matthew Hillin, Emily 
Howland, Anthony Hughes, Ryan Johnson, Stephanie Ibemere, 
Elizabeth Hullinger, Keerthi Karamched, Michael Lewis, Cathy 
McCollam, Bryan McCollam, Jeremy Martin, Nick Miller, An Nguyen, 
Mary Nguyen, Thanh Nguyen, Dara Nordstog, Judith Ofosu, Rachel 
Orleans, Sally Parnell, Jessica Petron, Huy Pham, Alex Points, Celia 
Quang, Homa Quazilbash, Eric Reynolds, Mallorie Rodak, Beverly 
Ruedy, Maggie Rutsch, Heather Shasteen, Stephen Shepherd, 
Samantha Siebert, Adrienne Smith, Emily Smith, Julie Smith, Krista 
Sorrels, Aaron Thompson, Rachel Thompson, Cody Tidwell, James 
Ward, Lauren Williams, Richard Wilson & Blia Yang 

Dara Nordstog Nick Miller Matthew Hillin jessica Dodrill 

Beverly Ruedy 

julie Smith 

Krista Sorrels 

Blia Yang 

Nikhil Behl 

Hannah Blankenship 
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Cody English 

josh Moore 

Amanda Burk 

Megan McCollough 

Mike Mustain 

jon Wheeler 

• 20~'"'~,:~::d~ ::~:~:in the pmg<=. 
Several seniors returned with varsity experience which helped Union to seven 

wins and an 11th-place finish at State. Seniors included team captains 
Zack Wright and Colin O'Connor, Cody English, Josh Moore, all 
four named Honorable Mention All-Conference; and senior let
termen Brad Gerald and jason jasasra. 

The swim team was led by seniors Amanda Burk, Mike Hull, 
Meghan McCollough, Mike Mustain, Alex Points, Rachel Thompson and Jon Wheeler. 
All represented Union at the State Championships as Amanda anchored the 200 med
ley relay, Meghan scored in the 50-yard freestyle and butterfly as WF'll as relays, and 
Rachel swam backstroke and all three relays. Hull swam the 50-yard freestyle, Mustain 
scored in the individual medley and butterfly and Points swam 200-yard freestyle and 
backstroke. Wheeler was State Champion in the individual medley, runner-up in 100-
yard freestyle and was on two championship relay teams. 

Joel Dash was the only returning starter from last year's State Championship basket
ball team. He was a three-year letterman earning 2nd team All-Conference and All
Tournament at Jefferson City. Joel led the team in scoring with 17.6 points and 
rebounding at 6.5 per game. Two-year letterman Van Craven, one of four who played 
in all 25 games, is a very athletic player who brought lots of energy to the team. Chike 
Etumudor was hurt the first part of the season but added some depth inside the sec
ond half of the year. Newcomer Tony Moore did a great job filling a valuable role off 
the bench, and Dominique Johnson added athleticism and energy to the team follow
ing his move-in during winter break. Although the season did not go the way these sen
iors would have liked, they continued to mold the future of the program. 

The Lady Redskin seniors played a large role in the continued success of the girls' bas
ketball program. Hannah Bla~enship, Blanca Casale, Erica Dowling, Genevieve 
Hurlbutt, Danna Nieto, manager Kim Carolla and trainer Shaleah Sallis helped guide 
the program back to the upper echelon in the state's largest class. They have given so 
much with their hard work and hours spent in the gym and on the court. We wish them 
well as they move on to college, some with the opportunity to continue their playing 
careers. 

The 2005 season proved to be another successful year for girls' golf as they won the 
Ponca City Invitational, were runners-up at the Frontier Conference Tournament and 
placed fourth at State. Kass Bailey lettered four years, was All-Conference three years 
and All-State her senior year with a fifth-place finish at State. She has signed a letter 
of intent to play at Lanoir-Rhyne College in Hickory, North Carolina. Whitney 
Swearengin lettered four years, was All-Conference four years and finished 13th at 
State. Whitney and Kass played #1 and #2 for two years and were a big part of a team 
that has finished runner-up twice; third and fourth at State. Brittney Thompson let
tered four years, earning a starting position her senior year. 

The boys' golf team continued the successful trend of the program, taking runner-up 
in the Frontier Conference and Regional Tournament and seventh at State. Andy 
McCarther came on strong his senior year, with a top-five finish in the Stillwater 
Invitational and earning his first letter. 

The 2005 slow-pitch softball team played one of the best schedules this year losing 23 
games and winning just 15 . However, of the 23 losses all but four were to teams that 
qualified for the State tournaments in one of the four classes. Leading the way were 
seniors Maria Bernal who played shortstop and hit .475 and Cathy McCollam who 
played center field and hit a .447. Other seniors were Casey Holcomb -- pitcher, 
Whitney Bryant -- first base and Kelli Orr -- catcher and lead-off hitter. The highlight 
of the season came at the Moore Tournament where the team defeated #3 ranked 
Westmoore and finished third in the tournament. 

Girls' soccer was full of excitement as they headed into the playoffs. The team was 
ranked in the top eight in the state throughout the season and outscored their oppo
nents with 49 goals, only allowing 9. The team was led by four seniors - Andi Buck, 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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Keerthi Karamched 

Michael Lewis 

An Nguyen 

Alex Points 

Celia Quang 

Maggie Rutsch 

MERIT SCHOLARS COMMENDED: Emily Barsh, Patrick 
Biggs, Hannah Blankenship, Jessica Dodrill, Timothy Eastaway, 
Mlftthew Fager, Jacqueline Guidry, Matthew Hillin, Lacy Lagor1fi, 
Michael Lewis, Alex Points, Maggie Rutsch, Julie Smith, Lauren 
Williams & Richard Wilson 

TIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS FINALISTS: Carly Allred, 
Matt Byford, Rachael Cain, Emily Higgins, Elizabeth Hullinge~ 
He Martin, Rachel McMurray, Michael Mills, Andrew Robbins, 

Shepherd, Emily Smith & Benjamin Tidwell l 

OKLAHOMA FOUNDATION FOR EXCELLENCE ALL-STATER: 
Elizabeth Hullinger- $1,500.00 

OKLAHOMA ACADEMIC SCHOLARS: Samantha Aaron, Robyn Aary, 
Jessica Abbey, Carly Allred, Jimikaye Beck, Nikhil Behl, Kathryn 
Beineman, Hannah Blankenship, Vona Bowling, Tiara Britton, 
Elisabeth Bryant, Matthew Byford, Rachael Cain, Jessica Coryell, 
Jessica Dodrill, Kali Domoney, Timothy Eastaway, Mary Elias, Megan 

, Katherine Gaddis, Jonathan Gates, Christopher Gilbert, S 
Magan Gross, Jacqueline Guidry, Hillary Harwell, Laura 
Higgins, Matthew Hillin, Emily Howland, Anthony 

Hullinger, Alyson Kaltenbach, Keerthi Karamched, 
LaJ"-Vllu, Jessica Lanham, Richard Loeffler, Jeremy Martin, 

Rachel McMurray, Shanna Mott, An Nguyen, Dara 
Homa Quazilbash, Andrew Robbins, Brent Ro 

Rodak, Beverly Ruedy, Angela Ruiz, Margaret Rutsch, 
Shasteen, Stephen Shepherd, Samantha Siebert, Julie Smith, 

Krista Sorrels, Benjamin Tidwell, Jonathan Truong, Whitney Tyler, 
James Ward, Christopher Wild & Blia Yang 

VALEDICTORIANS - Top 1% of Class: Nikhil Behl, Jessica Dodrill, 
Mary Elias, Matthew Hillin, Anthony Hughes, Keerthi Karamched, 
Celia Quang, Stephen Shepherd & Blia Yang 

SALUTATORIANS - Top 2% of Class: Carly Allred, Jimikaye Beck, 
Matthew Byford, Rachael Cain, Jacqueline Guidry, An Nguyen, 
Margaret Rutsch, Benjanlin Tidwell, Jonathan Truong & Richard 
Wilson 

Lauren Williams Richard Wilson Jonathan Truong Lacy Lagorin 

Jacqueline Guidry 

Angela Ruiz 

Emily Barsh 

Patrick Biggs 

Timothy Eastaway 

Matthew Fager 
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Tony Moore 

Antonio Graham 

Brock Dixon 

Mackenzi Adams 

Chris Gilchrist 

Kim Iten 

The seillo;t~~~o~b~~:~to their second 6A State 
Chan1pionship in the ·last three years . During their three years of high school 

ball, this year's seniors had a winning record of 39-2 and several gar
nered post-season honors. Tony Moore and Antonio Graham 
were named by the Daily Oklahoman as first team All-State. 
Mackenzi Adams and Chris Gilchrist joined Moore and Brock 

Dixon as All-State selections by the Tulsa World. The 
Oklahoma Coaches Association selected Graham and Dixon 

to represent Union in the OCA All-State games and Oil Bowl team where all-stars from 
Oklahoma take on the all-stars from Texas. Several players received scholarships that 
will allow them to continue their playing careers at the college level, inducting 
Mackenzi Adams (Vanderbilt), Antonio Graham (Pitt State), Clint Bales (Lindenwood 
College) and Tony Moore (West Point). 

It was another successful year for the Lady Redskin volleyball program as they quali
fied for State the second year in a row, finishing fourth. Senior captain Kim lten, a 
three-year varsity player, is one of the top hitters in the state and led the team in kills. 
She will continue playing at the University of Central Oklahoma on a full scholarship. 
Other seniors September Syko and Emily Howland were both slowed by leg injuries 
but still had an impact on the team, with Syko making a comeback by state tourney 
where she contributed several outstancling offensive and defensive plays. Emily was 
unable to regain her pre-injury form but was instrumental in contributing to team spir
it and bonding. 

The cross-country team boasted 14 seniors - Sarah Roland, Beverly Ruedy, Candice 
Young and Kyle Pendergrass who competed on the varsity level; and Natalie Banker, 
Steve Collins, Cara Cooper, Julia Heath, Brett McAuliff, Christina Morse, Katie 
Pippin, Krista Sorrels and Jordan Tullio. They began running and weight training in 
June and finished the season October 30 at the State meet where the girls placed third 
and the boys took fourth. 

Members of the gymnastics team took their 4th straight Level 6 State Championship. 
The season was dedicated to senior Alison Zerger whose gymnastics career was cut 
short by an auto accident in 2003. Alison continues to be an inspiration to the team 
and was awarded the Spirit of Union Gymnastics Award, the highest honor bestowed 
on a Union gymnast. 

The fast-pitch softball season was one of rebuilding for the Lady Redskins after losing 
eleven seniors the previous year. The girls worked vigorously to establish themselves 
as a team that could compete ... and compete they clid. After getting off to a slow start, 
the turning point was picking up a pair of wins on Senior Night against Sperry, and they 
placed second in the Lady Sandite City Classic Tournament. To cap off the season, the 
Lady Redskins put forth a valiant effort but were defeated by the number one seed, 
Sapulpa, in regionals 0-1. Five seniors -- Maria Bernal, Whitney Bryant, Casey 
Holcomb, Cathy McCollam and Kelli Orr led the way for the predominately young 
team. Maria plans on continuing her softball career at Northeastern Oklahoma where 
she will definitely be an asset to their team. Whitney and Casey plan on continuing 
their educational endeavors at Northeastern State University while Cathy McCollam 
plans on attencling the University of Oklahoma. Cathy also received the TTCU Athlete 
of the Week Award this season. Kelli Orr will stay close to home and attend Tulsa 
Community College. 

September Syko Sarah Roland Kelli Orr Cathy McCollam 
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Graduation Ceremony Provides Seniors a Sentimental Send-Off 
Senior class vice president 
Elizabeth Hullinger welcomed 
the 836 members of the Class of 
2005 saying, "High School has 
been vastly different for each of 
us. But for all of us it has been 
three things - a foundation to 
build our lives on, a doorway to 
new opportunities and a wealth 
of knowledge and wisdom gained 
through experience we can con
tinually draw from as we move 
through life ." 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden 
told the class, "Your parents and 
teachers have faith that you have 
learned to learn; that you have 
personally adopted the pillars of 
character that you've been taught, 
and that you have the motivation Christal Brainerd (left) & Mary Dunnie 
to seek better possibilities for 
yourself and your world. After all, yours is a class that has 
known what it's like to be called champions - not just in athlet
ics but in many areas. You've produced a record number of 
National Merit Scholars and you have learned to lead by helping 
others. Your teachers characterize your class as impressive, 
cooperative and willing to give extra effort for the good of the 
whole. 

"Live your life each day as you would climb a 
mountain .. . climb slowly, steadily, enjoying 
each passing moment, and the view from the 
summit will serve as a fitting climax for the 
journey. Whatever your next challenge may 
be, do it well! Do it with tolerance and 
understanding of others. But do it with all 
the drive, enthusiasm and joy of life you 
have in you. Graduates, you have been given 
much. Make the most of your Union educa
tion. Seize the moment. Don't wait for 
extraordinary opportunities. Seize common 
occasions and make them great. We believe 
in you and look forward to your continued 
success!" 

Student Council president Nick Abbott 
noted, "When most people think of Friday 
the 13th, they worry about something bad 
happening. But as I stand here before you
the Class of 2005 - I feel no worries at all. I 
see a group of people who are leaving behind 
the greatest of reputations and accomplish
ments that will be remembered forever. This 
year's StuCo theme was Leaving a Legacy. 
The goal was not only to make this the most 
memorable year for seniors, but the most mem
orable Union High has ever seen. The level of 
excellence reached and your constant desire for 
greatness for yourself as well as your school 
has proved 'true Union style'," said Abbott. 

Executive officer Anna Cherry said "As we graduate, we 
moving from what we've known our entire lives to the g. 
unknown. Don't go into the next phase of your life regretting 
the past. Be daring - take risks - reject fear. The excitement 
of tomorrow has arrived, so don't be 
afraid to embrace it. Explore the wonder
ful places the world has to offer; dream 
with endless possibilities; discover the 
beauty around you, inside you and inside 
others." 

Class secretary Ashley David son and 
executive officer Layne Horton remem
bered 'The Good 01' Days.' "From kinder
garten where we ate, napped, colored and 
left halfway through the day, to fifth grade 
where we showed our competitive sides at 
the annual track meet. In si;-:th grade, we 
regretted making enemies at track meets 
because we were stuck with them in our 
pods. High School offered all sorts of new 
freedoms and we were trusted a little 

more by teachers . Now here we are at the 
last sentence of this chapter. Tonight is the 
night we end our 13-year journey of learning, 
friendship, love, fun and memories." 

Principal Dave Stauffer recognized 64 Distinguished Graduates 
as well as ten Salutatorians. Nine Valedictorians represented the 
top 1% and 2% of the class. Anthony Hughes and Stephen 

Shepherd were select 
to speak for 
Valedictorians. 

"Webster defines gradu
ation as simply a com
pletion of studies ," stat
ed Hughes. "I believe 
we should view this 
instead as our com
mencement night 
because it is not simply 
the end of thirteen 
years of homework and 
tests, it is the com
mencement - the begin
ning of the next chapter 
of our lives where we 
will choose our own 
path and decide our 
own goals. These past 
13 years, we have all 
followed a different 
path .. .. look around, 

Josh Polumbus (left) & Katie Pippin tonight more than 800 
paths have converged 

as we show the world that we are ready for our next step in our 
walk of life. 

"It is now time to decide what opportunity and success mean in 
our hearts. We may not all know our course through life as we 
sit here tonight, but there's nothing that says we have to kn 
our course to follow it. We must take each opportunity giv~ 
us and follow our hearts. I challenge you to keep in mind l·-'"' 
night of commencement because tonight we step out of this 
world of football games and pop quizzes and onto the path that 
is the rest of our lives. I wish you all the best of luck as you begin 
your journey tonight and follow your dreams." 

hen Shepherd recalled Thomas Edison's words, 
10rtunity is missed by most because it is dressed in 

overalls and looks like work.' "Edison was a captivating fig
ure in American history and a shining example of dedica

tion and diligence , embodying 
everything noble and wonderftll 
about the process of discovery. 
What can we learn from the 
struggles and subsequent suc
cess of Mr. Edison? We must not 
be afraid to get our hands dirty 
and start at the bottom. We 
must remember that God-given 
ability and innate intelligence 
will only carry us so far; sheer 
determination and good old
fashioned effort separate those 
that do good things with their 
lives from those that do truly 
great things that alter the course 
of humanity. 

"Part of being successful in life 
is being willing to perform 
lower-level tasks even when one 
feels he ought to be doing some
thing more prestigious. Only a select 

few have everything they need to be successful given to them. 
Unfortunately, I'm not one of these people, and chances are you 
aren't either. Therefore we must embrace the opportunity to 
s · e in all we do and not allow ourselves to dwell on the posi-

we occupy or the title we hold in society. Rather we must 
t._ _..ts our attention on our goals and work passionately toward 
reaching our respective destinations, wherever they may be, con
tinually moving forward until we feel content with the people 
we've become. 

"Union High School has 
left each of us with the 
tools we need to be suc
cessful in our lives. Now 
the focus shifts from 
acquiring knowledge to 
putting knowledge into 
action, and the time has 
come to seek out our own 
opportunities and to 
embrace them wholeheart
edly, eager to shine. So, in 
the spirit of Mr. Edison 
and in honor of the poten
tial contained within every 
person, let's all put on our 
overalls and look for work. 
And one day we'll be able 
to look back at what we've 
accomplished and be 
proud of the people we've 
become." 

Carlos Salazar (left) & Veronica Rodriguez 

"Seniors, tonight is truly a momentous occasion. Let us enjoy the 
t' we have left with our friends, let us treasure the memories 

- made and let us never forget our foundation, " said class 
I--~~ticist Hollie North. "On this night ... we stand at the thresh
old of our future and begin to celebrate new beginnings. It is 
important to plan, hope and dream, bu t we must not forget our 
past. In our last moments together, remember our class - unlike 
any class before us. 

Rachael Cain 

"Everyone who has walked the 
halls; has experienced the good 
moments along with the bad - we 
are Redskins. Whether we are 
male or female, short or tall - we 
are Redskins . Whether we play 
sports, attempt to play sports, join 
a spirit squad, produce artwork, 
play in the band, sing in the choir, 
do all of these or none of these -
we are Redskins. Whether we are 
first in our class or last in our 
class - we are Redskins . We have 
from the beginning been Redskins; 
we served thirteen years as 
Redskins ; and on this night we 
leave as Redskins . Redskins For 
Life!" 

Class president Joey Hendrix 
noted that Webster defines sacri
fice as 'Giving for a higher good or 
for advantage by disregarding or 
neglecting the interests of them
selves for others.' He urged every-
one to make a conscious and con

certed effort to recognize the freedoms we enjoy each day 
because of the sacrifices of those in the military. The Union 
Senior Choir sang Song of America in honor of students who 
have chosen to join the military, those currently serving and all 
veterans. 

Following the presentation of diplomas, the 
class officers passed the torch to the Class of 
2006. President Joey Hendrix challenged them 
to make the most of their last year at Union and 

uphold the traditions that make Union a 
school of unparalleled excellence. "As we 
have left our legacy, I urge you to make 
your impact starting tonight and carry on 
Union's spirit which has been passed 
through our school over the years." 

To the next class president, Shagah 
Zakerion, he said, "Union's motto is 
'Working to form a more perfect Union.' 
Your class is at the heart of that union, 
and you have the power to continue that 
work toward perfection while taking it to 
the next level. Let this torch symbolize 
your need to stay true to yourself, strive 
for the best and enjoy the times you have 
with your friends. Let it carry the tradition 
of the Redskin and the strength, character, 
pride and confidence that it represents." 

"Class of 2005 - cherish this moment. 
Cherish the memories you've made with 

those around you and this final time we will all 
be together. Know that whether we are togeth

or apart, we will forever be Redskins!" 
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Graduation Ceremony Provides Seniors a Sentimental Send-Off 
Senior class vice president 
Elizabeth Hullinger welcomed 
the 836 members of the Class of 
2005 saying, "High School has 
been vastly different for each of 
us. But for all of us it has been 
three things - a foundation to 
build our lives on, a doorway to 
new opportunities and a wealth 
of knowledge and wisdom gained 
through experience we can con
tinually draw from as we move 
through life ." 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden 
told the class, "Your parents and 
teachers have faith that you have 
learned to learn; that you have 
personally adopted the pillars of 
character that you've been taught, 
and that you have the motivation Christal Brainerd (left) & Mary Dunnie 
to seek better possibilities for 
yourself and your world. After all, yours is a class that has 
known what it's like to be called champions - not just in athlet
ics but in many areas. You've produced a record number of 
National Merit Scholars and you have learned to lead by helping 
others. Your teachers characterize your class as impressive, 
cooperative and willing to give extra effort for the good of the 
whole. 

"Live your life each day as you would climb a 
mountain .. . climb slowly, steadily, enjoying 
each passing moment, and the view from the 
summit will serve as a fitting climax for the 
journey. Whatever your next challenge may 
be, do it well! Do it with tolerance and 
understanding of others. But do it with all 
the drive, enthusiasm and joy of life you 
have in you. Graduates, you have been given 
much. Make the most of your Union educa
tion. Seize the moment. Don't wait for 
extraordinary opportunities. Seize common 
occasions and make them great. We believe 
in you and look forward to your continued 
success!" 

Student Council president Nick Abbott 
noted, "When most people think of Friday 
the 13th, they worry about something bad 
happening. But as I stand here before you
the Class of 2005 - I feel no worries at all. I 
see a group of people who are leaving behind 
the greatest of reputations and accomplish
ments that will be remembered forever. This 
year's StuCo theme was Leaving a Legacy. 
The goal was not only to make this the most 
memorable year for seniors, but the most mem
orable Union High has ever seen. The level of 
excellence reached and your constant desire for 
greatness for yourself as well as your school 
has proved 'true Union style'," said Abbott. 

Executive officer Anna Cherry said "As we graduate, we 
moving from what we've known our entire lives to the g. 
unknown. Don't go into the next phase of your life regretting 
the past. Be daring - take risks - reject fear. The excitement 
of tomorrow has arrived, so don't be 
afraid to embrace it. Explore the wonder
ful places the world has to offer; dream 
with endless possibilities; discover the 
beauty around you, inside you and inside 
others." 

Class secretary Ashley David son and 
executive officer Layne Horton remem
bered 'The Good 01' Days.' "From kinder
garten where we ate, napped, colored and 
left halfway through the day, to fifth grade 
where we showed our competitive sides at 
the annual track meet. In si;-:th grade, we 
regretted making enemies at track meets 
because we were stuck with them in our 
pods. High School offered all sorts of new 
freedoms and we were trusted a little 

more by teachers . Now here we are at the 
last sentence of this chapter. Tonight is the 
night we end our 13-year journey of learning, 
friendship, love, fun and memories." 

Principal Dave Stauffer recognized 64 Distinguished Graduates 
as well as ten Salutatorians. Nine Valedictorians represented the 
top 1% and 2% of the class. Anthony Hughes and Stephen 

Shepherd were select 
to speak for 
Valedictorians. 

"Webster defines gradu
ation as simply a com
pletion of studies ," stat
ed Hughes. "I believe 
we should view this 
instead as our com
mencement night 
because it is not simply 
the end of thirteen 
years of homework and 
tests, it is the com
mencement - the begin
ning of the next chapter 
of our lives where we 
will choose our own 
path and decide our 
own goals. These past 
13 years, we have all 
followed a different 
path .. .. look around, 

Josh Polumbus (left) & Katie Pippin tonight more than 800 
paths have converged 

as we show the world that we are ready for our next step in our 
walk of life. 

"It is now time to decide what opportunity and success mean in 
our hearts. We may not all know our course through life as we 
sit here tonight, but there's nothing that says we have to kn 
our course to follow it. We must take each opportunity giv~ 
us and follow our hearts. I challenge you to keep in mind l·-'"' 
night of commencement because tonight we step out of this 
world of football games and pop quizzes and onto the path that 
is the rest of our lives. I wish you all the best of luck as you begin 
your journey tonight and follow your dreams." 

hen Shepherd recalled Thomas Edison's words, 
10rtunity is missed by most because it is dressed in 

overalls and looks like work.' "Edison was a captivating fig
ure in American history and a shining example of dedica

tion and diligence , embodying 
everything noble and wonderftll 
about the process of discovery. 
What can we learn from the 
struggles and subsequent suc
cess of Mr. Edison? We must not 
be afraid to get our hands dirty 
and start at the bottom. We 
must remember that God-given 
ability and innate intelligence 
will only carry us so far; sheer 
determination and good old
fashioned effort separate those 
that do good things with their 
lives from those that do truly 
great things that alter the course 
of humanity. 

"Part of being successful in life 
is being willing to perform 
lower-level tasks even when one 
feels he ought to be doing some
thing more prestigious. Only a select 

few have everything they need to be successful given to them. 
Unfortunately, I'm not one of these people, and chances are you 
aren't either. Therefore we must embrace the opportunity to 
s · e in all we do and not allow ourselves to dwell on the posi-

we occupy or the title we hold in society. Rather we must 
t._ _..ts our attention on our goals and work passionately toward 
reaching our respective destinations, wherever they may be, con
tinually moving forward until we feel content with the people 
we've become. 

"Union High School has 
left each of us with the 
tools we need to be suc
cessful in our lives. Now 
the focus shifts from 
acquiring knowledge to 
putting knowledge into 
action, and the time has 
come to seek out our own 
opportunities and to 
embrace them wholeheart
edly, eager to shine. So, in 
the spirit of Mr. Edison 
and in honor of the poten
tial contained within every 
person, let's all put on our 
overalls and look for work. 
And one day we'll be able 
to look back at what we've 
accomplished and be 
proud of the people we've 
become." 

Carlos Salazar (left) & Veronica Rodriguez 

"Seniors, tonight is truly a momentous occasion. Let us enjoy the 
t' we have left with our friends, let us treasure the memories 

- made and let us never forget our foundation, " said class 
I--~~ticist Hollie North. "On this night ... we stand at the thresh
old of our future and begin to celebrate new beginnings. It is 
important to plan, hope and dream, bu t we must not forget our 
past. In our last moments together, remember our class - unlike 
any class before us. 

Rachael Cain 

"Everyone who has walked the 
halls; has experienced the good 
moments along with the bad - we 
are Redskins. Whether we are 
male or female, short or tall - we 
are Redskins . Whether we play 
sports, attempt to play sports, join 
a spirit squad, produce artwork, 
play in the band, sing in the choir, 
do all of these or none of these -
we are Redskins. Whether we are 
first in our class or last in our 
class - we are Redskins . We have 
from the beginning been Redskins; 
we served thirteen years as 
Redskins ; and on this night we 
leave as Redskins . Redskins For 
Life!" 

Class president Joey Hendrix 
noted that Webster defines sacri
fice as 'Giving for a higher good or 
for advantage by disregarding or 
neglecting the interests of them
selves for others.' He urged every-
one to make a conscious and con

certed effort to recognize the freedoms we enjoy each day 
because of the sacrifices of those in the military. The Union 
Senior Choir sang Song of America in honor of students who 
have chosen to join the military, those currently serving and all 
veterans. 

Following the presentation of diplomas, the 
class officers passed the torch to the Class of 
2006. President Joey Hendrix challenged them 
to make the most of their last year at Union and 

uphold the traditions that make Union a 
school of unparalleled excellence. "As we 
have left our legacy, I urge you to make 
your impact starting tonight and carry on 
Union's spirit which has been passed 
through our school over the years." 

To the next class president, Shagah 
Zakerion, he said, "Union's motto is 
'Working to form a more perfect Union.' 
Your class is at the heart of that union, 
and you have the power to continue that 
work toward perfection while taking it to 
the next level. Let this torch symbolize 
your need to stay true to yourself, strive 
for the best and enjoy the times you have 
with your friends. Let it carry the tradition 
of the Redskin and the strength, character, 
pride and confidence that it represents." 

"Class of 2005 - cherish this moment. 
Cherish the memories you've made with 

those around you and this final time we will all 
be together. Know that whether we are togeth

or apart, we will forever be Redskins!" 
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Keerthi Karamched 

Michael Lewis 

An Nguyen 

Alex Points 

Celia Quang 

Maggie Rutsch 

MERIT SCHOLARS COMMENDED: Emily Barsh, Patrick 
Biggs, Hannah Blankenship, Jessica Dodrill, Timothy Eastaway, 
Mlftthew Fager, Jacqueline Guidry, Matthew Hillin, Lacy Lagor1fi, 
Michael Lewis, Alex Points, Maggie Rutsch, Julie Smith, Lauren 
Williams & Richard Wilson 

TIONAL MERIT SCHOLARS FINALISTS: Carly Allred, 
Matt Byford, Rachael Cain, Emily Higgins, Elizabeth Hullinge~ 
He Martin, Rachel McMurray, Michael Mills, Andrew Robbins, 

Shepherd, Emily Smith & Benjamin Tidwell l 

OKLAHOMA FOUNDATION FOR EXCELLENCE ALL-STATER: 
Elizabeth Hullinger- $1,500.00 

OKLAHOMA ACADEMIC SCHOLARS: Samantha Aaron, Robyn Aary, 
Jessica Abbey, Carly Allred, Jimikaye Beck, Nikhil Behl, Kathryn 
Beineman, Hannah Blankenship, Vona Bowling, Tiara Britton, 
Elisabeth Bryant, Matthew Byford, Rachael Cain, Jessica Coryell, 
Jessica Dodrill, Kali Domoney, Timothy Eastaway, Mary Elias, Megan 

, Katherine Gaddis, Jonathan Gates, Christopher Gilbert, S 
Magan Gross, Jacqueline Guidry, Hillary Harwell, Laura 
Higgins, Matthew Hillin, Emily Howland, Anthony 

Hullinger, Alyson Kaltenbach, Keerthi Karamched, 
LaJ"-Vllu, Jessica Lanham, Richard Loeffler, Jeremy Martin, 

Rachel McMurray, Shanna Mott, An Nguyen, Dara 
Homa Quazilbash, Andrew Robbins, Brent Ro 

Rodak, Beverly Ruedy, Angela Ruiz, Margaret Rutsch, 
Shasteen, Stephen Shepherd, Samantha Siebert, Julie Smith, 

Krista Sorrels, Benjamin Tidwell, Jonathan Truong, Whitney Tyler, 
James Ward, Christopher Wild & Blia Yang 

VALEDICTORIANS - Top 1% of Class: Nikhil Behl, Jessica Dodrill, 
Mary Elias, Matthew Hillin, Anthony Hughes, Keerthi Karamched, 
Celia Quang, Stephen Shepherd & Blia Yang 

SALUTATORIANS - Top 2% of Class: Carly Allred, Jimikaye Beck, 
Matthew Byford, Rachael Cain, Jacqueline Guidry, An Nguyen, 
Margaret Rutsch, Benjanlin Tidwell, Jonathan Truong & Richard 
Wilson 

Lauren Williams Richard Wilson Jonathan Truong Lacy Lagorin 

Jacqueline Guidry 

Angela Ruiz 

Emily Barsh 

Patrick Biggs 

Timothy Eastaway 

Matthew Fager 
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Tony Moore 

Antonio Graham 

Brock Dixon 

Mackenzi Adams 

Chris Gilchrist 

Kim Iten 

The seillo;t~~~o~b~~:~to their second 6A State 
Chan1pionship in the ·last three years . During their three years of high school 

ball, this year's seniors had a winning record of 39-2 and several gar
nered post-season honors. Tony Moore and Antonio Graham 
were named by the Daily Oklahoman as first team All-State. 
Mackenzi Adams and Chris Gilchrist joined Moore and Brock 

Dixon as All-State selections by the Tulsa World. The 
Oklahoma Coaches Association selected Graham and Dixon 

to represent Union in the OCA All-State games and Oil Bowl team where all-stars from 
Oklahoma take on the all-stars from Texas. Several players received scholarships that 
will allow them to continue their playing careers at the college level, inducting 
Mackenzi Adams (Vanderbilt), Antonio Graham (Pitt State), Clint Bales (Lindenwood 
College) and Tony Moore (West Point). 

It was another successful year for the Lady Redskin volleyball program as they quali
fied for State the second year in a row, finishing fourth. Senior captain Kim lten, a 
three-year varsity player, is one of the top hitters in the state and led the team in kills. 
She will continue playing at the University of Central Oklahoma on a full scholarship. 
Other seniors September Syko and Emily Howland were both slowed by leg injuries 
but still had an impact on the team, with Syko making a comeback by state tourney 
where she contributed several outstancling offensive and defensive plays. Emily was 
unable to regain her pre-injury form but was instrumental in contributing to team spir
it and bonding. 

The cross-country team boasted 14 seniors - Sarah Roland, Beverly Ruedy, Candice 
Young and Kyle Pendergrass who competed on the varsity level; and Natalie Banker, 
Steve Collins, Cara Cooper, Julia Heath, Brett McAuliff, Christina Morse, Katie 
Pippin, Krista Sorrels and Jordan Tullio. They began running and weight training in 
June and finished the season October 30 at the State meet where the girls placed third 
and the boys took fourth. 

Members of the gymnastics team took their 4th straight Level 6 State Championship. 
The season was dedicated to senior Alison Zerger whose gymnastics career was cut 
short by an auto accident in 2003. Alison continues to be an inspiration to the team 
and was awarded the Spirit of Union Gymnastics Award, the highest honor bestowed 
on a Union gymnast. 

The fast-pitch softball season was one of rebuilding for the Lady Redskins after losing 
eleven seniors the previous year. The girls worked vigorously to establish themselves 
as a team that could compete ... and compete they clid. After getting off to a slow start, 
the turning point was picking up a pair of wins on Senior Night against Sperry, and they 
placed second in the Lady Sandite City Classic Tournament. To cap off the season, the 
Lady Redskins put forth a valiant effort but were defeated by the number one seed, 
Sapulpa, in regionals 0-1. Five seniors -- Maria Bernal, Whitney Bryant, Casey 
Holcomb, Cathy McCollam and Kelli Orr led the way for the predominately young 
team. Maria plans on continuing her softball career at Northeastern Oklahoma where 
she will definitely be an asset to their team. Whitney and Casey plan on continuing 
their educational endeavors at Northeastern State University while Cathy McCollam 
plans on attencling the University of Oklahoma. Cathy also received the TTCU Athlete 
of the Week Award this season. Kelli Orr will stay close to home and attend Tulsa 
Community College. 

September Syko Sarah Roland Kelli Orr Cathy McCollam 

May-June, 2005 

Candice Young 

Kyle Pendergrass 

Maria Bernal 

Whitney Bryant 

Zack Wright 

Colin O'Connor 
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Brett McAuliff 

Anthony Hughes 

Peter Brennan 

Nick Abbott 

Ashley Davidson 

Mary Elias 

POINT: Brett McAuliff & Tony Moore - $346,750.00 

T S. BYRD SCHOLAR: Stephen Shepherd- $1,000.00 

LEADERSHIP: Nick Abbott & Ashley D 

PTA COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIP: jeff Alaback, Christal Brainerd, 
Kimberly Carolla, Mary Elias, Jamie Hall, jessica Lanham, Nick Miller, 
Dara Nordstog, Beverly Reudy, Nick Seefeldt, Stephen Shepherd, Julie 
Smith, Krista Sorrels, Matthew Spikes, Ashley Stone, Sarah Winkelman 
& Blia Yang- $350.00 

early Allred 

GRADUATES: Carly Allred, jimikaye Beck, 
Nikhil Behl, Hannah Blankenship, Brandon 

Burk, Matt Byford, Rachael Cain, Brandon Chow, jes 
jessica Dodrill, Kali Domoney, Mary Elias, Katie Gaddis, 

Chris Gilbert, Steven Grim, ]r., Jacqueline Guidry, 
Harwell, Laura Helberg, Emily Higgins, Matthew Hillin, Emily 
Howland, Anthony Hughes, Ryan Johnson, Stephanie Ibemere, 
Elizabeth Hullinger, Keerthi Karamched, Michael Lewis, Cathy 
McCollam, Bryan McCollam, Jeremy Martin, Nick Miller, An Nguyen, 
Mary Nguyen, Thanh Nguyen, Dara Nordstog, Judith Ofosu, Rachel 
Orleans, Sally Parnell, Jessica Petron, Huy Pham, Alex Points, Celia 
Quang, Homa Quazilbash, Eric Reynolds, Mallorie Rodak, Beverly 
Ruedy, Maggie Rutsch, Heather Shasteen, Stephen Shepherd, 
Samantha Siebert, Adrienne Smith, Emily Smith, Julie Smith, Krista 
Sorrels, Aaron Thompson, Rachel Thompson, Cody Tidwell, James 
Ward, Lauren Williams, Richard Wilson & Blia Yang 

Dara Nordstog Nick Miller Matthew Hillin jessica Dodrill 

Beverly Ruedy 

julie Smith 

Krista Sorrels 

Blia Yang 

Nikhil Behl 

Hannah Blankenship 
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Cody English 

josh Moore 

Amanda Burk 

Megan McCollough 

Mike Mustain 

jon Wheeler 

• 20~'"'~,:~::d~ ::~:~:in the pmg<=. 
Several seniors returned with varsity experience which helped Union to seven 

wins and an 11th-place finish at State. Seniors included team captains 
Zack Wright and Colin O'Connor, Cody English, Josh Moore, all 
four named Honorable Mention All-Conference; and senior let
termen Brad Gerald and jason jasasra. 

The swim team was led by seniors Amanda Burk, Mike Hull, 
Meghan McCollough, Mike Mustain, Alex Points, Rachel Thompson and Jon Wheeler. 
All represented Union at the State Championships as Amanda anchored the 200 med
ley relay, Meghan scored in the 50-yard freestyle and butterfly as WF'll as relays, and 
Rachel swam backstroke and all three relays. Hull swam the 50-yard freestyle, Mustain 
scored in the individual medley and butterfly and Points swam 200-yard freestyle and 
backstroke. Wheeler was State Champion in the individual medley, runner-up in 100-
yard freestyle and was on two championship relay teams. 

Joel Dash was the only returning starter from last year's State Championship basket
ball team. He was a three-year letterman earning 2nd team All-Conference and All
Tournament at Jefferson City. Joel led the team in scoring with 17.6 points and 
rebounding at 6.5 per game. Two-year letterman Van Craven, one of four who played 
in all 25 games, is a very athletic player who brought lots of energy to the team. Chike 
Etumudor was hurt the first part of the season but added some depth inside the sec
ond half of the year. Newcomer Tony Moore did a great job filling a valuable role off 
the bench, and Dominique Johnson added athleticism and energy to the team follow
ing his move-in during winter break. Although the season did not go the way these sen
iors would have liked, they continued to mold the future of the program. 

The Lady Redskin seniors played a large role in the continued success of the girls' bas
ketball program. Hannah Bla~enship, Blanca Casale, Erica Dowling, Genevieve 
Hurlbutt, Danna Nieto, manager Kim Carolla and trainer Shaleah Sallis helped guide 
the program back to the upper echelon in the state's largest class. They have given so 
much with their hard work and hours spent in the gym and on the court. We wish them 
well as they move on to college, some with the opportunity to continue their playing 
careers. 

The 2005 season proved to be another successful year for girls' golf as they won the 
Ponca City Invitational, were runners-up at the Frontier Conference Tournament and 
placed fourth at State. Kass Bailey lettered four years, was All-Conference three years 
and All-State her senior year with a fifth-place finish at State. She has signed a letter 
of intent to play at Lanoir-Rhyne College in Hickory, North Carolina. Whitney 
Swearengin lettered four years, was All-Conference four years and finished 13th at 
State. Whitney and Kass played #1 and #2 for two years and were a big part of a team 
that has finished runner-up twice; third and fourth at State. Brittney Thompson let
tered four years, earning a starting position her senior year. 

The boys' golf team continued the successful trend of the program, taking runner-up 
in the Frontier Conference and Regional Tournament and seventh at State. Andy 
McCarther came on strong his senior year, with a top-five finish in the Stillwater 
Invitational and earning his first letter. 

The 2005 slow-pitch softball team played one of the best schedules this year losing 23 
games and winning just 15 . However, of the 23 losses all but four were to teams that 
qualified for the State tournaments in one of the four classes. Leading the way were 
seniors Maria Bernal who played shortstop and hit .475 and Cathy McCollam who 
played center field and hit a .447. Other seniors were Casey Holcomb -- pitcher, 
Whitney Bryant -- first base and Kelli Orr -- catcher and lead-off hitter. The highlight 
of the season came at the Moore Tournament where the team defeated #3 ranked 
Westmoore and finished third in the tournament. 

Girls' soccer was full of excitement as they headed into the playoffs. The team was 
ranked in the top eight in the state throughout the season and outscored their oppo
nents with 49 goals, only allowing 9. The team was led by four seniors - Andi Buck, 

(Continued on Page 16) 

joel Dash 

Blanca Casale 

Kass Bailey 

Whitney Swearengin 

Andi Buck 

Amanda Bishop 
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t Flnalists Na.med. 

Merit 
(NMSC). 

e arly A
Beck, Matt J. 

-~~~~:~~t~it~Lh Cain, Emily B. ~ W. Hullinger, 
Rachel E. 
D. Mills , 

Stephen P. 
Smith and 

munity activities, educational 
plans and goals. 

National Merit Scholarship awards 
are supported by some 600 inde
pendent sponsors and by NMSC's 
own funds . Sponsor organizations 
include corporations and busi
nesses, company foundations, 
professional associations , and 
colleges and universities. 

Though not qualifying for scholar
ship competition, fifteen other 
Union High School seniors were 
named National Merit 
Commended Students in recogni
tion of their high academic per
formance on the PSAT /NMSQT 
test. Those students include 

Emily 1- Barsh, Pa trick D. 
Biggs, Hannah G. 

Blankenship, Jessica L. 
Timothy M. 

Eastaway, Matthew 
C. Fager, j acqueline 
A. Guidry , Matthew 

Hillin, Lacy M. 
Michael A. 

Thomas A. 
D. 

Smith, 
~tf\~~IViJiiams and 

A ndrew P. Robbins 

Stephen P. Shepherd 
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The PTA Council Communique 

Andersen Elementary: 
The Andersen PTA has had a great year. 
I can't believe we are at the end of the 
school year already. We've had a very 
productive year, and I'm so glad to be 
part of it. I'm proud to say we had a 
100% PTA parent membership. 

We had some great activities for our 
children this year. They were able to 
enjoy activities such as Chat-N-Chew, 
Treat/Popcorn days , Reflections, 
Geography Bee, Pizza Day, Super Kids 
Day and Boxtops for Education. 
Another program our children help with 
in our community is the Klothes Kloset 
where donations of clothing go out to 
families in the district. We have a great 
behind-the-scenes group also. Our 
Hospitality Committee takes very good 
care of our teachers and staff. 

Our fall and spring Bingo nights are 
popular evenings of family fun and 
great fund raisers for our school. With 
the money we raised, we will make more 
improvements to our second play
ground and place other items in our 
school. Parents, thank you for support
ing our school in many ways. 

We have many dedicated parent volun
teers who have made my year at 
Andersen one that I'll never forget. It 
was a privilege to be a part of it. Thanks 
again for a wonderful year. 

Paula Layland 
Andersen PTA President 

Boevers Elementary: 
What a wonderful year we had at 
Boevers! We kicked off the school year 
with a luncheon for our teachers, fol
lowed by a Back-to-School night with 
several community organizations repre
sented to provide information for our 
parents and students. The children 
enjoyed the new playground equipment 
that we had installed over the sunm1er. 
We were able to provide classroom 
grants, Honor Roll decorations and 
refreshments, Teacher Appreciation 
Week, Catch the Dream, Reflections , and 
we helped fund the Rose Hill trip for our 
fourth graders. All these programs 
were made possible through our fall 
fund raiser, Kidz Giftland, and Bingo 
Nights . 

The success of our PTA is due to the 
commitment of volunteers and parents 
who dedicate their time to make 
Boevers the BEST that it can be for our 
children. Thank you to the PTA board 
and committee chairs who worked dili
gently to put together programs for our 
school. It has been an honor and a priv-

. 

President's Comments • . . 
What an outstanding year for PTA and for Union! I want to 
thank all the Council officers and chairmen for your hard work and enthusiasm, 
and all the presidents, Council delegates, principals and Dr. Burden for making 
our Council so stellar. I believe we set a record for the largest Council yet at 
Union PTA, with nearly 40 chairmen. We all worked hard this year, and I thank 
and applaud each one of you for your service. 

Is being involved in the PTA important for the parent of a student? The U.S. 
Department of Education recently undertook a monumental project called the 
Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, which tracks the progress of more than 
20,000 American schoolchildren from kindergarten through the fifth grade. 
Aside from gathering each child's test scores and the standard demographic 
information, the ECLS also asks the children 's parents a wide range of questions 
about the families' habits and activities. The result is an extraordinarily rich set 
of data that, when given a rigorous economic analysis, tells some compelling 
stories about parenting technique. From the study came the surprising news 
that a vast array of things we thought important, wound up not really maldng a 
difference at all in the life and quality of a child. However, one constant that 
rang true was that it did matter if a child's parents were involved in the PTA! 
The study showed consistently that those students tested well and achieved 
more. Our children's future depends on you. 

It has been my pleasure to represent Union this year as Council President, and I 
will continue next year too. What an honor to be involved with such a dedicat
ed professional group. This year we are proud to award 17 scholarships to grad
uating seniors in the amount of $500 each. It is with great pride we were able 
to raise the level of scholarships this year and for the future. I encourage all 
semors to apply next year. Our many committee chairmen worked for the bet
terment of Union and have gone above and beyond as usual. 

New to the district is U-Choose, an online wish tree for teachers, schools and the 
PTA. Not all parents have the opportunity to come inside the schools and find 
out what supplies teachers need. Coming in the fall, with a click of the cursor, 
you can grant a wish for your child 's teacher. Please watch for information 
about U-Choose at Back to School and Meet the Teacher. A committed group has 
been working hard for this new project. To learn more about it, go to 
www.unionps.org/ uchoose/ index.htm 

Once again, I thanl< the district and all the PTAs for the chance to serve as your 
President. I am looking forward to another year of excellence. 

Linda Dunbar 
Union PTA Colmcil President 

ilege to be part of such a committed 
group of people. I am proud to serve on 
the Boevers PTA board. 

Kellye Torres 
Boevers PTA President 

Briarglen Elementary: 
I have a bittersweet feeling as I sit down 
to write my last letter as Briarglen's PTA 
President. Two years ago we began the 
daunting task of rebuilding a strong 
PTA at Briarglen. We have made great 
strides and are still in pursuit of that 
goal. I could not have accomplished any 
of our goals without Kim Hall, Karyn 
Chambers, Mika Galu tza and Jellilifer 

Shackelford. Courtney Elias, Kim 
Whiteley and staff members -- there are 
no words to express our thanks. Norma 
Whomble -- thank you and your ladies 
for opening your kitchen whenever we 
needed it and being a major partner in 
our Read & Feeds. 

We've had so many positives this year as 
well as help from some great people. 
Our Back-to-School Night was a succes, 
thanks to Danny Whomble & Rainbow 
Bread Co., Warehouse Market 31st & 
129th, Barna Pie and Imperial Coffee. 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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Chris Ga/egar 

Megan Sanders 

Jamie Hall 

Sam Price 

Oscar Vera 

Sarah Blosch 

The High School Art Department posted record-breaking results in the 
Regional Scholastics Art Competition with seven Gold Portfolios, seven 

Gold Key awards and 13 Silver Key awards. The work of all 
winners was sent to New York for national judging. 

Gold Key portfolio winners were Chris Galegar, Katie 
Hemphill, Angela Lefler, Maggie Rutsch, Megan 

Sanders Christina Smith and jessica Wallace. Gold Key individuals included Carly 
Allred, Chris Galegar, Katie Hemphill, judy Philips, Megan Sanders and Jessica 
Wallace. Silver Key individual honors went to Chris Galegar, Jamie Hall, Katie 
Hemphill, Angela Lefler, Maggie Rutsch, Megan Sanders, Christina Smith and Jessica 
Wallace. Galegar was one of only six in the state who received a National Silver award 
for his photography at the Scholastics National Art and Writing Awards. 

Megan Sanders was awarded 17 credit hours at the Art Institute of Colorado based on 
her AP Portfolio, and Jamie Hall won the People's Choice Award in the Johnson 
O'Malley Native American Art Contest wilh her work entitled United Tribes in 2005. 
She also received second place in both the Muscogee Creek Nation and statewide com
petitions of the JOM Native American Art Contest. 

Members of the High School orchestra who received superior ratings at district solo 
and ensemble contest and performed at the state-level contest at Oklahoma State 
University were John Lee, Marcelle Martin, Sam Price, Beverly Ruedy and Oscar Vera. 
The orchestra received straight superior ratings in performance at the OSSAA State 
Orchestra Contest in Edmond. 

Marcelle Martin, Sam Price and Oscar Vera were named All-State Orchestra Members, 
and Martin and Vera were also selected to the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute at 
Quartz Mountain. Marcelle Martin was awarded a full scholarship to Baylor University, 
Sam Price received a full scholarship to Arizona State University and Oscar Vera was 
accepted to the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. 

Union's Renegade Regiment marching band had another great season with a trip to 
Bands of America Super Regionals in Atlanta. Band members did a great job at District 
Solo & Ensemble contest with ten of ten solos and eight of eight ensembles earning 
Superior ratings and qualifying for state competition. Senior Sarah Blosch was named 
to All-State band, and seniors Noah Swanson and Sam Price were selected to the 21-
member All-State Jazz Ensemble. 

High School drama students took first place in One-Act Regional Competition with 
"Picasso at the Lapine Agile." All-Star cast members included seniors Nick Faith, 
Kendall Foote, Jon Henry and Wesam Keesh. Foote and Henry were selected to the 
All-Star cast following One-Act State competition as well. 

Seniors took center stage for this year's all-school musical, West Side Story. Rachael 
Cain starred as Maria, Jon Henry portrayed Tony, Pete Brennan was Riff and Mallorie 
Rodak played the part of Anita. The classic musical by Stephen Sondheim and Leonard 
Bernstein is a famous re-working of Shakespeare's Romeo & juliet. 

Rachael Cain was named to the All-OCDA (Oklahoma Choir Directors' Association) 
Jazz Chorus after competing with over 1,000 students statewide for a position in the 
24-voice choir. Rachael and Marcelle Martin were selected to the All-OMEA (Oklahoma 
Music Educators Association) Honor Chorus, and Michelle Myers was named to the All
OCDA Women's Chorus. 

Photography students presented their work at the annual YouthArts! Festival. Senior 
Cern Misirlioglu received Best of Show - Best Portfolio as well as Best of Show - Best 
Individual Photograph. Matt Housley took second in Portfolio, and Carly Allred gar
nered third. In Basic Photography, senior Andrew Cooke took the blue ribbon with 
Brent Dodd in third place. For Advanced Photography, Emily Rowell's work received 
both first and second place honors, and Teniece Johnson was third. 
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Noah Swanson 

]on Henry 
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Michelle Myers 
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The PTA Council Communique (Continued) 

Briarglen Elementary <Cont.): 
We've sponsored Grandparents Day, a 
Bullying Program, spring & fall Book 
Fairs, Teacher Conference dinners, 
Catch the Dream, gift cards for Bus 
Driver Appreciation, Giftland, HUGS 
Dance and the Fun Run. We purchased 
a die cut machine & die sets for our 
teachers, Reflections and Accelerated 
Reading trophies, costumes and props 
for the fifth grade Winter Concert, 
Character Counts knighting ceremony 
medals and helped fund a trip for 
Special Olympics. 

Many thanks to our Hispanic parents for 
hosting a Mexican dinner for our teach
ers; to Rachelle Nelson & our friends 
from Southpark Christian Church; to 
American Traditions for providing the 
fund-raiser products & desserts for our 
teacher appreciation luncheon; to Papa 
John's Pizza 31st & Garnett; and to 
James Glenn for his numerous Grandpa 
duties from cooking hot dogs & okra to 
hanging white erase boards to anything 
else that needed to be done. 

Heartfelt thanks to Pam Neely for step
ping in when I didn't know where else to 
turn; to PTA Council President Linda 

unbar for supporting our PTA; to Ruth 
Sahli for her auditing skills and to 
Barbara Bonacci for editing our newslet
ter. Thank you to all the moms & dads 
& families who stepped up whenever 
you were called to donate and con
tribute to Briarglen -- you are much 
appreciated! 

I have such a good feeling knowing that 
the new PTA board will carry on what 
we have started. Though my term as 
president is over, I still plan on staying 
active in Briarglen -- I love this school, 
the people I work with and, most of all, 
your children. See you around school! 

Pam Glenn 
Briarglen PTA President 

Cedar Ridge Elementary: 
To the parents, administrators, students 
and community of Cedar Ridge, I would 
like to say thank you for two great years 
as PTA President. The 2004-2005 
school year has been a tremendous 
experience. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
year, from shaking hands and explain
ing the benefits of joining PTA to cele
brating the achievement of exceeding 
our fund-raising goal by racing our prin
cipal, Ellen Crager, down a giant inflat
able slide at our "Big Blast" Day. Our 
PTA is proud of having achieved a l 00% 
membership goal and proud of our 
Cedar Ridge Teacher of the Year, Kari 
Eddy. 

In retrospect, our children's accomplish
ments during the 2004-2005 school year 
were numerous. Among other accom
plishments, they participated in 
Reflections, the Character Counts 
Academy Awards, the Academic Bowl, 
Honor Choir, and performed musicals 
throughout the year. Thank you to the 
PTA officers -- we made a great team! 
Finally, thank you to the entire Board of 
Directors -- your focus on membership, 
diversity and leadership made our PTA 
more relevant to our community and a 
constant champion for our children! 

Teri Stall 
Cedar Ridge PTA President 

Clark Elementary: 
It has been an exciting year at Clark. We 
successfully completed two fund raisers 
and three Bingo Nights. We had a great 
time at our Bingo Nights and ended the 
final one with a great raffle and some 
delicious chili. 

We have achieved a lot this year and I 
am sure there are things we are forget
ting, but we could not have done it with
out our volunteers. The Roy Clark PTA 
would love to thank the many volun
teers who made this year a success and 
helped the year run a little smoother. 
Thank you to all of our 'Popcorn 
Poppers;' to Karen Runnels for taking 
care of our informative Cowboy Capers;. 
to Kim Wood and Cindy Wilson for your 
help with Reflections. To anyone and 
everyone else who helped, we thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts. 

Teacher of the Year voting ended with 
the selection of Mr. Rod Ackmann. He 
has been a huge asset not only to the 
music program here at Clark, but to the 
whole school in general. He has made 
our PTA meetings enjoyable and suc
cessful. He is a wonderful person, and 
we could not be happier to have him as 
part of our team here at Clark. 

Best wishes to all PTAs. We wish you 
nothing but success and growth in the 
future . 

Kimberly Kiker & Kendra Easter 
Clark PTA Co-Presidents 

Darnaby Elementary: 
Darnaby has enjoyed a wonderful year. 
We are fornmate to have so many hard
working volunteers who helped make 
our year so successful. We had three 
major fund raisers -- jog-a-Thon, Arts 
and Crafts Show, and Carnival. All three 
were very successful! The funds raised 
from these events allowed us to do a 
number of special things for the stu
dents and staff. We were excited to par-

ticipate in Reflections, Klothes Kloset, 
Catch the Dream, Red Ribbon Week, 
Meet the Masters, Jr. Great Books and 
Popcorn days. 

We began our busy school year with a 
Welcome Back Brunch for our teachers 
and staff. In November we came togeth
er for a fun night of pizza, bingo and 
fellowship that gave our families a great 
oppornmity to get to know each other. 
Our PTA was very busy during the 
Holiday time working on the district 
"Angel Bear" project which was a great 
sJ.ccess! 

The Carnival in February was a big hit! 
Everyone enjoyed lots of food, games 
and prizes. The kids especially enjoyed 
buying raffle tickets to throw a pie in 
Mr. Carson's face. We treated our teach-

. ers to a wonderful week of Teacher 
Appreciation including lots of goodies 
in the lounge, an Italian luncheon, movie 
tickets and chair massages! We ended 
the school year with our Open House 
showcasing books written by our stu
dents and published by our own 
Darnaby Publishing Company. 

Most of the credit for our successful 
year goes to the officers and the hard
working committees of my PTA board; 
the support of our parents, teachers and 
staff; and the dedication and commit
ment that our principal Mr. Carson has 
given to Darnaby this year! Thanks to 
ALL of you for helping to make Darnaby 
the best school it can be. 

Stephanie Goekeler 
Darnaby PTA President 

Grove Elementary: 
Grove PTA had a great year with new 
activities for the students. We started 
the year with a new fund raiser, "Candle 
Wishes," candles that burn clean and 
last up to 70 hours. Our next event was 
the Reindeer Lane store where students 
shopped for their family holiday gifts. 
The PTA brought back the Winter 
Carnival which was a big success. It was 
titled "A Knights Night" which focused 
around our school T-shirt and Character 
Counts. The night was full of fun activ
ities, games, food and picn1res taken in 
Medieval costumes. We finished the 
year with our annual field day where we 
teamed with the principal to rent inflat
able equipment for the students to 
enjoy. 

The Student Council and PTA joined 
forces to raise over $1,000 for the 
tsunami relief fund, designated for chil
dren's food and health-related needs. 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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ON 
Grabl-fatiott Cdcbratiott 

Thanks to generous donations of hard 
work and money, the 2005 graduates of 
Union High School had a Simply 
Incredible Graduation Celebration. 
About 75% of the class had a night of 
food, fun and prizes, .celebrating with 
their friends in a safe, drug- and alco
hol-free environment. Storms and elec
trical outages were not enough to damp
en our spirits. Attendance would have 
been even higher, but several Union 
sports teams' seniors were resting up 
for state championships on Saturday. 
We would have loved to have them with 
us, but even better .. . we won four state 
championships! 

This event would not have been possible 
without the help of the following: Union 
Schools Education Foundation, Best Buy, 
Moody's Jewelers, Broken Arrow Civitan 
Club, Countertop Specialties Inc., Floral 
Haven, Debra & Robert Lee, James 
McAuliff Attorney at Law, Northeastern 

K Driving School, Precision Optical, 
.CB Bank, Sand Springs Metal 

Processing, Woodlake Assembly of God, 
Yale Cleaners, Flintco, Steven Smith 
Dermatology, Travel Bargains, Airco 
Service, Crosby Group, Sheraton Tulsa 
Hotel, Tulsa Metro Federal Credit Union, 
Vintage Liquors, Mark and Marilyn 
Polumbus, Kathy Slemp, Allan and 
Patricia Gates , Barbara Lowell, Cheryl 
Lefler, Lisa Winham, AEP-Public Service 
Co. of OK, Care Animal Hospital, J&H 
Foods, Kirkendall Designs, Dr. Paul and 
Cindy Hendrix, Chris Nickel Jeep, 
Montgomery Exterminating, QuikTrip 
Corp., Redman Pipe and Supply, PRIDE
CO, Broken Arrow Assembly of God, 
Wal-Mart Corporation, The Perfect 
Touch, Berkshire Dental Group, Mathis 
Brothers Furniture, Picture to Art, 
McDonald's, Panera Bread, Village Inn, 
Red Lobster, Abuelo's , Applebee's, 
Cheddars, Chili's, El Chico, Fuddruck
er's , IHOP, Lone Star Steak House, 
Mimi's, On the Border, Red Robin, 
Macaroni Grill, Ron's Hamburgers, 
Texas Roadhouse , TGI Friday's. In addi
tion, the Union PTAs, behind the gen
erosity and leadership of the PTA 
Council, donated $2,600. 

i 'hank you to all the parents, patrons 
and community businesses that made 
this night memorable and safe for our 
graduating seniors. 

- Nona Nordstog 

Union Teams Claim Six State Championship Titles 

In an amazing show 
of sports skills, 
Union claimed four 
state champion
ships in the final 
weekend of the 
school year, bring
ing its total to six 
wins for the year. 

In just one week
end, Union won 
state titles in girls' 
track, boys' tennis, 
boys' soccer and 
baseball, adding to 
the school's tri
umphs in gymnas
tics and football. 
"We definitely have 
had a great year in 
athletics," Director 
of Athletics Bill 
Blankenship said. 

Brad Glenn (20) and the 
Union Redskins celebrate 
their S-4 victory over 
Owasso in the Class 6A 
state high school baseball 
final. Photo courtesy Tulsa 
World 

"It was a great weekend," said Union assis
tant athletic director Steve Dunlap. "We're 
very proud of our teams. We're thankful for 
our players and coaches." 

It was a busy final weekend for Union ath
letes, as commencement was held Friday. 

Danielle Gilchrist leaps a hurdle 
in the 100. She finished with four 
gold medals. Photo courtesy 
Tulsa World 

The baseball team was only 
able to attend commence
ment after winning its brack
et final late that afternoon. A 
loss would have meant play
ing another bracket final and 
missing commencement. 

Union's Blake Boswell breezed to 
his second straight No. 1 singles 
crown, defeating Ponca City's Ian 
Donovan 6-3, 6-4 in the Class SA 
final. Photo courtesy Tulsa World 

Broken Arrow's 
Adam Schwabauer 
tries to intercept 
the ball from 
Union's ]ered Yang 
during the SA state 
championship soc
cer game in Bixby. 
Photo courtesy 
Tulsa World 
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Grove Elementarv (Cont.): 
Other funds raised were distributed as 
$3,000 in teacher classroom grants with 
the balance reserved for additional play
ground equipment expected to be pur
chased next year. 

It was a pleasure serving as Grove 
Elementary PTA President these past 
two years. 

Kathy Kemper 
Grove PTA President 

Jarman Elementary: 
It's been another great year at Jarman 
thanks to our fantastic kids, wonderful 
parent volunteers and our superstar 
staff. We started the year with a Back
to-School breakfast for our teachers to 
welcome them back from summer vaca
tion and let them know we were ready to 
support them for this school year. To 
welcome our children and families back, 
the PTA provided a Family Fun Night on 
the school lawn with multiple inflata
bles, lots of food and an area to shop. It 
was a huge success with nearly 600 in 
attendance. 

The support for our school continued 
with our largest fund raiser, Jog-a-Thon, 
which provides school activities for the 
students, equipment for the school and, 
most important, curriculum grants for 
our teachers. We cannot thank all of 
those enough who supported our school 
with their gracious donations this year. 
You are so appreciated. 

As the year moved on, numerous volun
teers worked hard to make everything 
successful including our Reflections 
program, popcorn days, homeroom par
ties, our Incredible Pizza night, Teacher 
Appreciation Week and Klothes Kloset 
to name a few. There were so many peo
ple who spent many hours volunteering 
at Jarman. Our parents, PTA officers 
and chairmen did such a great job. 

We wrapped the year up with our PTA 
luncheon to thank all of our board mem
bers for a job well done and to welcome 
our new members to the PTA board. We 
hope all of you have a terrific summer, 
and we'll see you next year! 

j ulie Kramer & Cindy Conley 
Jarman PTA Co-Presidents 

McAuliffe Elementary: 
Together, we do more at McAuliffe 
Elementary. This year, the cooperative 
efforts of our parents, teachers, staff 
and PTA board members have resulted 
in many benefits for all of our students. 
Our school year began with a "Back to 
School" luncheon for our teachers, 
which was soon followed by the first 
annual Boohoo Breakfast, a sweet way to 

introduce our incoming kindergarteners 
and their parents to the school. We 
served Krispy Kreme doughnuts and 
juice and passed along valuable infor
mation about our school and our PTA. 

' 

At our open house, we offered school 
spirit T-shirts for sale and an especially 
"sweet" deal on each PTA membership 
bought that night. Our incredibly dedi
cated principal, Mrs. Vance, and five 
intrepid teachers volunteered to kiss a 
pig if specific PTA membership goals 
were reached. In October, when we 
reached our 100% schoolwide member
ship goal, Mrs. Vance, Mrs. LaFreniere, 
Mrs. Halderman and Mrs. Chamberlin 
puckered up to meet Norman, the lucki
est pig in Oklahoma. Our students real
ly enjoyed the assembly that day, 
thanks to the dedicated teachers, par
ents, staff members, business leaders 
and community members who joined 
our PTA to make it happen. The pig
kissing was just the beginning of the fun 
this year. 

Our students enjoyed a costume party 
Bingo Night and Hawaiian-luau-themed 
carnival. Popcorn day was always a hit, 
too. The Accelerated Reader and 
Character Counts programs provided 
fun ways for our students to improve 
reading skills and remember to be good 
citizens. Our catalog fund raiser pro
vided most of the funds needed to pur- -
chase fun new equipment and educa
tional materials for our children. The 
new soccer goals for the playground will 
be installed soon, and the kids can begin 
enjoying soccer games at recess and 
during P.E. We were able to wave the 
"grant fairy" wand over all of our teach
ers' wishes, and we now have many new 
classroom items to benefit not only cur
rent students but many more in the 
years to come. 

I would like to thank our PTA officers 
and board, without whom none of this 
could have happened. I would also like 
to thank the McAuliffe parents who sup
ported our membership drive and our 
fund raiser, helped with our family 
events, participated in the product sur
vey and attended our "spirit nights ." 
Our PTA supporters are the best! Many 
thanks also to our dedicated teachers 
and staff members and our fantastic 
principal, Mrs. Vance. 

Sharron Sims 
McAuliffe PTA President 

Moore Elementary: 
What a wonderful year at Moore 
Elementary! The PTA-sponsored 
Popcorn and Ice Cream days, Spirit days 
and nights, Reflections, Carnival and 

many other special activities. Parental 
support was strong at our fund raisers, 
which included Sally Foster and Bingo 
Night. This support allowed PTA to 
begin setting aside funds to add on to 
our existing playgrmmd. 

Our PTA membership was outstanding! 
Marshall T. Moore won the Union PTA 
Council Membership Award in recogni
tion of the highest percentage in PTA 
membership in the 2004-2005 school 
year. This award was presented at the 
installation dinner for new PTA officers 
held in April. We were honored to 
receive this award for the first time. 
Thank you, Moore PTA Members! 

These are only some of the highlights of 
our year. Our school is so successful 
because of the incredible staff and 
parental support that we have at Moore 
Elementary. 

Ann Corey & Stacey Tucker 
Moore PTA Co-Presidents 

Peters Elementary: 
It's hard to believe how quickly this 
school year has gone by! Here at Peters, 
our PTA has enjoyed many successful 
fund raisers . We continue to reach our 
financial goals through fun activities for 
the kids offered at a reasonable price. 
From pumpkin grams to sucker sales, 
our efforts were well-received. We did 
face painting during lunch for football 
season and the Square One art projects 
that the kids designed for holiday gifts 
were awesome! Our Bingo Night and the 
always-popular Peters Carnival exceed
ed our expectations and offered families 
a fun night out. 

Through these efforts, the PTA was able 
to once again provide our teachers with 
$100 gift cards to use toward classroom 
supplies. We also saw the construction 
of an outdoor classroom/ shelter for 
which we paid half, and we funded 
numerous classroom activities . We are 
very proud of our PTA accomplishments 
this year, but we are even more proud of 
our parent participation and the won
derful volunteers at Peters. Being PTA 
President has been such a great oppor
tunity to serve my school, my communi
ty and my KIDS! Thank you! 

Toni Kosir 
Peters PTA President 

Sixth/ Seventh Grade Center: 
I would like to take this time to reflect 
on this past school year and all the 
changes we experienced. The PTA was 
granted four Piz za Days by Mr. 
Bushyhead, and they were very prof-

(ConHnued on Page 15) 
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2004-2005 Seniors of the Month Recognized 
Elizabeth Hullinger and Matt Byford 
were named the 2005 Seniors of the 
Year at Union High School. 

Elizabeth, the May Senior of the Month, 
is the daughter of Hallett and Nancy 
Hullinger. She plans to attend the 
University of Oklahoma and possibly 
major in international studies. Matt, the 
August Senior of the Month, is the son 
of Mark and Cindy Byford. He also 
hopes to attend the University of 
Oklahoma and plans to study chemical 
engineering. 

Jimikaye Beck and Matt Byford were 
selected as Seniors of the Month for the 
month of August. Beck is involved in 
National Honor Society, Drug-Free 
Youth (D-FY), Foreign Language Club, 
Renegade Regiment Marching Band, Key 
Club and Music Honor Society. Byford is 
active in NHS, Union Avenue Choir, 
Union Swing Organization, BASIC 
Leadership Camp and was a member of 
the Junior Royalty for the 2004 Mr. and 
Miss Union. 

Mary Elias and Alex Points were 
September's honorees. Elias is active in 
National Honor Society, and is a mem
ber of the Asian American Society, Tulsa 
Union Medical Society (TUMS) and 
Renaissance. Points is active in Drug
Free Youth, NHS, German Honor Society 
and varsity swimming, as well as Boy 
Scouts, his church youth group, Ropes 
Course facilitator at Union Intermediate 
High School and student mission with 
his church. 

Chris Wild 

Maggie Rutsch and 
Chris Wild were 
October's Seniors 
of the Month. 
Rutsch is active in 
drama/ theater 
production, 
Renaissance, Red 
Cross blood drive, 
National Honor 
Society, Business 

Professionals of America and the 2004 
spring trip to Europe. Wild is active in 
the Ultimate Frisbee Club, National 
Honor Society, Tulsa Union Medical 
Society, Key Club, Drug-Free Youth and 
Mu Alpha Theta, as well as his church 
youth group, Boy Scouts and intramural 
soccer. 

Carly Allred and Stephen Shepherd 
were Students of the Month for 
November. Allred is active in National 
Honor Society, Renaissance Club, 

Business Professionals of America, 
TOPS Soccer Club, Green County Soccer 
and is a staff writer of the Satellite, a 
student-oriented newspaper published 
in the Tulsa World. Shepherd is involved 
in National Honor Society, Academic 
Team, Mu Alpha Theta, varsity baseball, 
Oklahoma Boys' State, intramural base
ball, community service and serves as 
an acolyte and lay reader at church. 

Mallorie Rodak 

Mallorie Rodak 
and Cody Tidwell 
were named 
Seniors of the 
Month for Decem
ber. Rodak is 
involved in year
book, swing choir, 
all-school musical 
West Side Story, 
Key Club, Red 

Gross, D-FY and is a staff member at the 
Hru:llan~-Society of Tulsa. Tidwell is 
active irLNHS., Jazz _Band, TU Physics 
Journal Club and the Tri-M Music Honor 
Society. 

Katie Gaddis 

Nikhil Behl and 
Katie Gaddis were 
selected in 
January. Behl is 
active in National 
Honor Society, Key 
Club, intramural 
basketball, Drug
Free Youth, the 
annual multicul
tural show, 

American Red Cross, and he has volun
teered for the Red Cross, Saint Francis 
Hospital, Tulsa City-County Library and 
the Medical Explorer's Group. Gaddis is 
active in Red Cross, NHS, Key Club, 
Tulsa Union Medical Society, CORE, bas
ketball and volleyball. 

Hillary Harwell 

Hillary Harwell and 
Michael Mills were 
February's Seniors 
of the Month. 
Harwell is active in 
the Renegade Regi-
ment, National 
Honor Society, 
Music Honor Society 
and the Tulsa Union 
Medical Society. 

Mills is active in Academic Team, drama, 
Mu Alpha Theta, Young Democrats and 
the Student Council. 

Rachael Cain and Andrew Dean were 
honored in March. Cain is the co-presi-

dent of Tri-M Music 
Honor Society. She 
is also active in 
swing choir, 
National Honor 
Society, and her 
church youth 
group. She is a 
National Merit 
Finalist and a 
member of the All 

Andrew Dean 

State Choir. Dean is active in National 
Honor society, Key Club, D-FY and 
Union JV tennis. 

Keerthi Karam
ched and Ryan 
Johnson were 
named Seniors of 
the Month for 
April. Karamched 
is active in 
National Honor 
Society, Tulsa 
.Union Medical 

Ryan C. Johnson Society, Key Club 
and the Asian American Association. 
Johnson is active in Student Council/ 
Leadership, TeePee Crew, Key Club, 
intramural basketball, National Honor 
Society, Red Cross and the Busine 
Professionals of America. 

Elizabeth Hullin
ger and Scott 
Rainwater were 
May's Seniors of 
the Month. Hullin
ger is active in 
Leadership, 
National Honor 
Society, Key Club, 
National Art Honor 
Society, D-FY, and Scott Rainwater 

Red Cross. Rainwater is active in 
Academic Team, Young Astronauts 
Program, Engineering Challenge and 
Math Club. 
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The Conununicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethell is Communications Executive 
Director/Editor. The Communicator staffJ 
includes Janie Froman, Mike Vore and Beverl) 
Thummel. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5·65.6 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call459-330S. 
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Sixth/Seventh Grade Center (Cont.): 
itable for us. We found a new way to get 
students to bring in their Boxtops for 
Education and had great success. Our 
6th Grade Game Days were big hits 
among the students, and we also had a 
record number of students sign up for 
D-FY. The Klothes Kloset has been very 
busy this year, and our school sent 39 
baskets to the Foundation Auction. I 
would personally like to thank all the 
parents who have helped at the various 
activities. It takes a lot of effort to run 
this PTA and its activities, and without 
the help of volunteers it would be 
impossible to do these things. Our PTA 
gave $13,000 in teacher grants from the 
money we raised. Thanks to all who 
participated in our activities. It has 
been an honor to serve you. 

Lorri Krisman 
6th/7th Grade Center PTA President 

Eighth Grade Center: 
It was another outstanding year at the 
Eighth Grade Center thanks to the com
bined efforts of teachers, staff, students 
and parents. The year began with a new 
principal, Mr. Steve Pittman, who suc
cessfully transitioned into the position 
while also overseeing the construction 
of a new media center and major reno
vations to the rest of the building. The 
faculty and students are to be com
mended for the positive attitude they 
maintained during construction. 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion Summer 

Testing Date Announced 

Proficiency-based testing provides 
the opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeav
ors by subject, course and/ or grade 
level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student 
Skills (PASS) objectives. Proficiency
Based Promotion is intended to serve 
those students enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be 
met by following the traditional time
table and sequence, but who require 
promotion beyond current place
ment. 

The second opportunity for testing 
will be during the month of July. For 
more information about testing this 
summer contact: Susan Crowder at 
918-459-3330. 

PTA hosted three teacher luncheons 
during the year and provided volunteers 
for schedule pickup, directory sales, 
school elections, testing days and field 
trips. Students enjoyed seven pizza 
lunches and two mixers at school as 
well as an off-site mixer at Incredible 
Pizza. To encourage students during 
spring testing, PTA worked with several 
student groups to provide "survival 
kits." We supported many school pro
grams including Reflections, D-FY, 
Catch the Dream awards for teachers, 
Red Ribbon Week, the Union Schools 
Education Foundation and Klothes 
Kloset. Funds raised by PTA were dis
tributed to teachers to purchase needed 
items and equipment for classrooms. 

Thank you to the many volunteers, PTA 
board members, teachers and staff of 
the Eighth Grade Center. Your enthusi
asm and dedication made this a suc
cessful year for our students. 

Melanie Trump 
Eighth Grade Center PTA President 

Intermediate High School: 
Thanks to an outstanding board, the I
High PTSA had a very successful year. 
PTSA membership was up 12% from the 
prior year and included 100% of the I
High staff. For the first time in two 
years, a student directory was pub" 
lished. On a monthly basis, service hour 
records for over 500 students were 
maintained. Pizza lunches and other 
efforts provided funding for a teacher 
grant program. Sixteen curriculum
impacting grants totaling nearly $4,400 
were awarded. 

In addition, the PTSA membership 
served as a sounding board as the site 
administration weighed changes such as 
smaller learning communities, tutoring 
programs, and End of Instruction test
ing revisions. With the EOI testing being 
extended to eight days, PTSA supplied 
more than SO volunteers fogging close 
to 300 hours in test monitoring. The 
year concluded with the third of our . 
teacher/staff appreciation luncheons. 

Lesa Clark 
Intermediate High PTSA President 

High School: 
The Union High School PTSA helped 
with schedule pickup, the Reflections 
Contest and holiday snacks for the 
teachers. Our fund raisers this year 
were "Donut Days," selling Krispy 
Kreme donuts on the mornings of pep 
assemblies and football playoff games. 

Thanks to the High School for the won
derful support! We encouraged the sen
iors to apply for PTA scholarships and 
provided volunteers to accompany the 
special education classes on field trips. 
This is a great group of people who con
tinue to have a heart for ALL kids. 

Nona Nordstog 
High School PTSA President 

2005-2006 
PTA Presidents 

Union PTA Council 
Linda Dunbar 

Andersen Elementary 
Debra Searcy 

Boevers Elementary 
Kellye Torres 

Briarglen Elementary 
Jennifer Shackelford 
& Christine Williams 

Cedar Ridge Elementary 
Stacey Jellison 

Clark Elementary 
Jessica Jordan 

& Veronica Martinez 

Darnaby Elementary 
Stephanie Goekeler 

Grove Elementary 
Michelle Aldrich 

Jarman Elementary 
Cindy Conley 

McAuliffe Elementary 
Renee Harney 

Moore Elementary 
Shannon Troxel 

& Crystal LaGrone 

Peters Elementary 
Toni Kosir 

6th/7th Grade Center 
April Hughes 

8th Grade Center 
Lorri Krisman 

Intermediate High 
Dorothy Harkrider 

High School 
Marcia Wright 
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Nicole Poindexter 

Alex Holder 

Taha Usmani 

jered Yang 

julie Rader 

~tJ\cHC~ (Cc.,t.) 

Amanda Bishop, Nicole Poindexter and Alex Holder - who have a combined 
record of 15 goals and 18 assists. Andi led the team in scoring with 11 goals 

and 11 assists. Amanda, Nicole and Alex anchored the defense by only 
allowing nine goals in the season. Despite dealing with injuries, 
the seniors have made a tremendous impact on the team's suc

cess. Along with the rest of the team, they are part of the 
foundation of a class program on the rise. 

The boys' soccer team finished the regular season as district champs and held their 
own at State, defeating Bro~en Arrow 2-1 for the State Championship trophy. They 
were ranked in the top five of the Class SA rankings throughout the season. Thirteen 
seniors led the team in both talent and character. Dallas Nikel, Eduardo Urquiza, 
Taha Usmani and Jered Yang paced the Redskins in scoring with a combined 29 _goals. 
The defense was solid due to the tenacious efforts of Kevin Sloan, Chike Etumudor, 
Jordan Gaines and Randy Randolph. With the new soccer facility scheduled to be 
completed by the 2006 season, the Redskin program is on the rise. 

The senior class of the 2005 track team is one of the largest and most successful in the 
past ten years. Senior Mackenzi Adams was not only an asset to the football team, but 
won the State title in the 110-meter and 300-meter hurdles, anchoring the boys' track 
team to a fourth place finish. Chris Burnette, who came to Union his junior year and 
established himself as an outstanding hurdler, took fourth in the 110. Chris Gilchrist 
is known as an excellent sprinter, and Robbie Russell, who moved in from Wyoming, 
has helped in the distance relays. Other seniors included Stephen Collins, Bryan 
Oakes, Kyle Pendergrass and Jordan Tullio. 

With the girls' track team taking gold at State, senior Julie Rader took fifth in the dis
cus. Beverly Ruedy has been a very important part of the girls' track program for four 
years, whether in the 800 meters or on relay teams. Candice Young has been winning 
medals since junior high, and Kim Carolla scores points in the discus and shot-put, 
Other seniors included Stephanie Brown, Joann Jeremiah, Christina Morse, Melissa 
Pendleton and Krista Sorrells. 

The tennis teams had a great season, due in part to the contributions of three senior 
boys and one senior girl. The efforts of all team members were crucial to the boys' 
first-ever State title. Four-year letterman Brett Proctor was a consistent performer at 
the #2 singles spot throughout his career. He placed in the top four at regionals, top 
eight at state all four years and was named to the East All-State team. Carlos Salazar, 
a three-year letterman, is a solid doubles player who qualified for State last year. Ryan 
Johnson, who previously made significant contributions as team manager, played JV 
doubles in 2005. The lone senior girl, Jamie Park, has played for Union since 7th 
grade. She is a four-year letterman and has qualified for State four times. 

After a slow start, the baseball team was on a hot streak at the end of the season win
ning their last 24 of 25 games to enter the state playoffs with an overall record of 29-
8. The excellent play and quality leadership of six seniors came into play as they took 
the State Championship, winning over two-year title holder Owasso 5-4. Team captains 
Brad Glenn, Brent Robison and Ricky Gardner were instrumental to the team's suc
cess as were the consistent performances of Gunner Glad, Cody Buchanan and jared 
Wondra. All have received college athletic scholarships to further their academic and 
baseball careers. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
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Brett Proctor 

Brad Glenn 

Brent Robison 

Ricky Gardner 

jared Wondra 


