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New UMAC Donor Wall to be Unlike Any Other 

The Union Multipurpose Activity Center 
is showcasing a new wall, made out of 
stained glass, that not only recognizes 
significant donors to the Union Schools 
Education Foundation, but also adds a 
unique piece of art to its foyer. 

Designed as a central attraction of the 
UMAC, the wall is lit with special lights 
to accentuate existing architecture while 
serving as a functional expression of art 
to highlight sponsors . While similar 
efforts to recognize donors may be 
placed on stone or featured on plaques 
erected on the sides of the walls, the 
UMAC donor W!J.ll is like no other. 

Featuring swirling colors of blue and 
red, the piece is the work of artist and 
designer Karen Meyer and Loman 
Studios, Inc., whose design won over the 
Union Schools Education Foundation. 
The donor wall was paid for by The 
Merrick Foundation and the Jerry and 
Valda Buchanan family. The wall is spe
cial in that sections can be removed 
later to include additional sponsors. 
"This is a totally unique project," Meyer 
said. "You won't see anything like this 
anywhere else. The sponsors will be 
very happy with how their names are 
displayed." 

Loman's team, which features about 95 
years of cumulative experience in 
stained glass art, has been working on 
the project for several months. 

Union Wrestlers 
Place in 

State Competition 

Union wrestlers Jamal Parks and 
Daniel Stockton both placed at the 
state wrestling tournament in Okla
homa City. Sophomore Parks came 
in first place with a record of 38-7 
and junior Stockton finished fourth 
with a season record of 18-9. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Artist Karen Meyer takes a break from dusting while inside a new donor wall that she and her team 
- Tyler Taff, Roger Byers and Roy Loman - all of Loman Studios, Tulsa, recently installed in the 
foyer of the Union Multipurpose Activity Center, 6836 S. Mingo Road. 

Union Team Wins 4th Straight Gymnastics Title 
at State Competition 

Union Public Schools won its fourth consecutive 6A state team gymnastics champi
onsl1ip March 11. Three students were also named All-State gymnasts: juniors Tasha 
Littleton and Amanda Roth and sophomore Alicia Kirkpatrick. A number of other 
Union students also placed on the state level. The students are coached by Monte 
Alexander-Mohler. 

Junior Stephanie Hillman also won the 6A state champion title for vault, with a score 
of 9.575, while Amanda Roth took third in the state with a score of 9.15 and 
Kirkpatrick won fourth with a score of 9.05. Seventh grader Teresa Vance won first 
place on vault, bars, beam, floor and won the all-around competition with a score of 
36.2 at n1iddle-school Level 4 competition. Seventh grader Sara Petherick won first 
in vault with a score of 9.05, second on bars, third on beam, second on floor exercise 
and finished second place in the all-around with a score of 35.05 at n1iddle-school 
Level 5 competition. 

At n1iddle-school Level 7 competition, seventh grader Mackenzie Barnes won 6th 
place on vault with a score of 9.35 and eighth place on floor, while sixth grader Dea 
Pennington won seventh place on vault with a 9.2 score, lOth place on bars, ninth 
place on beam and 1Oth place all-ar'ound. 
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were Un 
right are: sitting, Kari Eddy, Mary Bauer, Terry Houck, Cindy Brown, 

Michelle Naylor, Portia Walker, Barbara Smith, Paula Bray, Ken 
Lowell Ratzlaff, Betty Mitchell, Betsy Glad, Cherry Redus and Evelyn Roberts. Not 

Barrett, Angela Hefley, Amanda Howell, ]ames Kerr, Cora Morgan, William 
and Debbie Snider. 

School Calendar 
for 2005-2006 

Professional Day ...... ........ ...... ........... Aug. 11 
Professional Day ..... ..... .... .. ..... .... ...... Aug. 12 
Professional Day ......... ... ... ............... . Aug. 15 
First Day of School... .................. ...... Aug. 16 
Labor Day ...... ... ...... ...... ...... ......... .. ... ... . Sept. 5 
End of First Quarter. ....... ..... .... .... ... .. Oct. 14 
Parent/ Teacher Conf. .. .. ........ ........... Oct. 19 
Fall Vacation ................... ..... ... .. .... Oct. 20-21 
Thanksgiving Vacation ..... ....... .. Nov. 23-25 
End of First Semester ....... .. ... .......... . Dec. 20 
Winter Vacation .. ............... .... Dec. 21-Jan. 3 
Martin Luther King Day ...... .............. Jan. 16 
Professional Days (all grades) ... Feb. 20-21 
End of Third Quarter .. ...... .. ............. Mar. 10 
Spring Break ......... .... .. ...... ....... ..... Mar. 20-24 
Parent/Teacher Conf. (all grades) .Apr. 14 
Last Day of Classes .... .......... ... ....... . May 25 '' 

,., calendar includes 3 snow days 

New Plans Proposed for Clark 
The Union Board of Education has 
accepted a recommendation by 
Superintendent Cathy Burden to switch 
Clark Elementary School from its 
Continuous Learning Calendar (CLC) 
back to the traditional calendar that all 
the other schools in the district follow. 
Dr. Burden asked for the change after 
tracking declining attendance rates, 
especially in July when the year-round 
school calendar begins. 

"Our goal is to engage students more 
effectively and provide them more 
classroom time," Burden explained. 
"Instead, we have had as many as 150 
students missing as much as three 
weeks of school because of the early 
start time on the CLC schedule," she 
said. 

According to Dr. Burden, the district will 
apply different strategies to achieve 
quality student engagement at Clark. 
"We are working to reduce class size--
ideally, one teacher for every 15 stu
dents---by using Title I federal 
resources. We are exploring offering a 
"Newcomers Class" for non-English 
speaking students before they enter the 
regular classroom," she said. 

On the Cover 
Eggs a·hatchin' - After incubating eggs for 
three weeks, Cedar Ridge second graders 
Molli Geary and jack Hall hold baby chicks 
in Denise St. John's class. In their introduc
tion to their Life Cycles Science Kit, four sec
ond grade classes and one multiage class 
incubated eggs, paid for by their PTA, 
teacher Pam Snodgrass explained, allowing 
students to learn about the different steps of 
hatching. After a short stay at Cedar Ridge, 
the chicks were to go to a petting farm. 

Other efforts include an extended day 
program at Clark and offering a June 
summer school that would provide stu
dents with meals, recreation and aca
demics . 

Union was one of the first districts in 
Oklahoma to provide the option of a 
Continuous Learning Calendar when it 
"grew it" from two classes of fir st 
graders in 1994 to three elementary 
school hub sites and the 6/ 7th Grade 
Center a few years later. The program 
was eventually consolidated and offered 
only at Clark Elementary. 

The CLC calendar included the same 
number of instructional days as the tra
ditional school calendar but divided 
those days over a 12-month period 

Board Election Results 
Voters in Union's Zone 5 elected Ed 
Payton to serve as their Board of 
Education represen
tative. He received 
60.44% of the vote in 
the April 5 run-off 
election. 

"We have a good 
school district and 
we have some chal- Ed Payton 
lenges to face. I'm 
ready for the task and I'm going to ask 
tough questions, but more importantly, 
I'm willing to try and pull people togeth
er to make solutions," Payton said. 

He took the Oath of Office at the April 
11 regular Board meeting. 

rather than over 9 months. Their breaks 
were shorter and more frequent- four 
cycles of nine weeks in school, three 
weeks on break. CLC students were off 
six weeks in the summer before return
ing to class in July. The district's 2005-
2006 school calendar now includes an 
August 16 start date for all its schools. 

Union Announces 

June 6 - July 29: Monday - Thursday 
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p .m. Closed Fridays 
except for the week of July 4. 

July 5 - July 8: Tuesday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 5 p .m. Closed July 4. 

August 1 - 8: 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p .m. 

August 9 (Tues.): 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p .m. 

August 10, 12 & 15: 
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p .m. 

August 11 (Thurs.): Open 1:00 p.m. -
7:00p.m. (Closed before 1:00 p.m.) 

Starting August 16: Monday - Friday, 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p .m. 

For more information, call 459-4686. 
The Enrollment Center is located at 
5656 S. 129 E. Ave. in the Extended 
Education Building. 
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Union Fine Arts Wing Dedicated March 17, 2005 

nion Public Schools commemorated 
e opening of its new $5.5 million Fine 
ts wing in a dedication ceremony 

March 17 at Union High School. 

"We feel extremely fortunate to have 
this wonderful facility at Union High 
School," said Ed Tackett, director of 
Union's Fine Arts program. "By careful 
use of space and some extremely cre
ative design by our architects, we have a 
facility that is able to meet our current 
needs and give us room to expand our 
Fine Arts program to meet future 
needs ." 

The fine arts addition is approximately 
27,000 square feet, and includes the 
existing band, vocal music and stage
craft areas. Housed in the new addition 
is the new band room and concert band 
room, along with ample storage for all 
of the fine arts programs, as well as a 
new scene shop built to current building 
codes. 

In conjunction with the project , site 
improvements were made in and around 
he addition, around the High School 

d around the stadium, including a 
aza area outside the new wing. The 

ite has been improved to allow the 
band direct access onto the football 
field during games and competitions, 
among other much needed improve
ments. 

The addition will complement the Union 
Performing Arts Center. "Because it is 
the only large performance venue in the 
district, the UPAC has become the most 
heavily scheduled auditorium in the 
city," Tackett said. 

Of the many advantages that the addi
tion provides, a major plus is the oppor
tunity for students from all areas of the 
arts to interact in one well-equipped 
facility. The design of the facility and 
renovation is very student friendly apd _ 
conducive to learning in all areas of the · 
arts . The new facility is just footsteps 
away from the band's two performance 

One of the highlights of the annual multicultural assembly at the High School was a well-choreo
graphed "fan dance" by students representing China. Other performances highlighted cultures 
from Africa, Peru and India as well as Native Americans. Students also watched a fashion show fea
turing apparel (rom around the world. 

Music teacher 
Laura Cowan 
conducts some 
of the many 
talented vocal
ists Union has 
to offer during 
a practice ses
sion in one of 
the rooms of 
the new Fine 
Arts wing. 

-ar eas, the UPAC and the stadium. 
Students in the visual arts and the per
forming arts are now attending classes 
in the same area of the school. 

Juniors Olivia White ly and Gareth Reid show 
off some of the string art they have created 
during a proj ect at Union Alternative School. 

Don't Miss 

Youtharts! 

April 21-29 
Union High School, 

UMAC and Union Performing 
Arts Center. 

For events and times go to the 
Fine Arts Calendar at 

www.unionps.org 
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Union Faces Undergoing Many Changes 

'The face of Union's Board of Education 
has changed with the final vote from cit
izens in Zone 5. Ed Payton begins his 
five-year term with the governing body 
at the April meeting. The ongoing work 
of the Board should not miss a beat 
since Mr. Payton's experience and 
knowledge should immediately enable 
him to handle the issues of the district. 
As an involved parent for many years, 
he has learned about the entire district 
through the Long-Range Planning com
mittee, the strategic planning process, 
PTA, booster clubs and regular atten
dance at monthly Board meetings. It is 
with gratitude for his commitment that 
I welcome Mr. Payton to the Union Board 
of Education. 

The faces of our facilities are also 
changing. Thanks to support of the 
February bond issue, two major con
struction projects are well underway. 
The remodel of the Eighth Grade Center 
has torn up the parking lot and caused 
13 classes to relocate, but staff and stu
dent attitudes remain positive since the 
inconvenience of construction will lead 
to a better building. As much work as 
possible will be completed over the 
summer but next year's eighth graders 
can still expect construction during the 
school year. 

The road to Union's 12th elementary 
school is being installed with the assis
tance of Tulsa County and should 
enable a ground breaking for the 
school's construction in May. That new 
school located to the southeast of Quail 
Ridge housing addition off of 129th E. 
Ave. should be open in the fall of 2006. 
The additional classroom space will give 
all elementary schools space for aU-day 
kindergarten after redistricting. The 
district is indebted to QuikTrip 
Corporation for deeding access to the 
school site through their property, and 

,.. we look forward to a wonderful partner
ship between our students and QuikTrip 
office employees once the school is 
opened. 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is published bi
monthly with extra issues in October and january by 
Union Public Schools, 5656 S. l29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 
74134_6711.lt is issued to patrons of the Uruon Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden lS 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas~Bethell lS 
Communications Executive Director /Editor. The 
Communicator staff includes jarue Froman, Beverly 
Thummel and Mike Yore. Periodicals postage prud at 
T 1 OK POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
~:~o~unicator, 5656 s. l29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 
74134-6711, or call459·3305. 

The face of our school environment is 
also changing. Traditionally large sec
ondary schools can be intimidating 
places and students can get lost in the 
crowd particularly when they must 
change schools frequently. At Union we 
want to match each student with a car
ing faculty member to ensure a person
al connection. Under the guidance of 
Assistant Superintendent Dr. Kirt 
Hartzler, administrators and teachers 
are formulating plans to use a teaming 
approach and teacher advisory program 
next year to personalize the learning 
process for students. The intent is to 
gradually build smaller learning com
munities within our schools so educa-

ON 
Gra~Ma tiol1 Celebra tiol1 

Plans are in full swing for the annual 
Graduation Celebration. Many Union 
patrons and businesses have con
tributed toward this event, but more 
sponsors are always welcome. 
Contributions are tax deductible to this 
50l(c)3 organization. To make a contri
bution, contact Debbie Brummett at 
294-3102. Remember that your dona
tions help ensure a great evening for our 
graduates, our way to congratulate them 
on a job well done and keep them safe. 
For more_ information or to volunteer, 
please call chairman Nona Nordstog at 
249-1274. 

tors can know students better to pro
vide support and guidance. Each sec
ondary buildirlg will develop its own 
model of a smaller learning community 
that fits the developmental needs of the 
students. 

Thank you for caring about your child's 
school experience enough to be actively 
irlvolved. We hope to see you at parent 
conferences and PTA as well as at ath
letic and firle arts events. 

~~yhl). 
Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Three Union Teachers 
Featured in OERB 

Newsletter 

Three Union teachers are featured in the 
spring edition of Classified, a newsletter 
published by the . Oklahoma Energy 
Resources Board. 

Dallas Koehn, who teaches American 
History at Union Intermediate, is fea
tured as a Core Energy Master teacher, 
and for giving "countless hours to help
irlg the new high school curriculum 
become a reality and a success." 

James Granger, a science teacher at the 
Intermediate, is featured in a photo
graph working with students on the 
same subject matter, while the publica
tion quotes Union Intermediate science 
teacher Kathy Pursley. 

o hies and the like, Dale Barnett, diyect?Y of the 
AfteY dozens of accolades, honoYs, band tY P h I Y Barnett came to Union Public Schools 
Renegade Regiment, is yetiring _at the end o{ the ~e~~af::u~ic coordinator. During his te_nure, the 
in 1982 as hig_h school band ddireOc~frhand ~~~Masters State Marching Champions 10 times. 
Renegade Regiment was name a oma 
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Union seventh graders display one of the posters they made for a party at the Turley Correctional 
Facility for women. Young children at the party were presented with a book purchased through 
"Reading is Fundamental" funds. Turley is only the second institution to receive such a gift. 
Pictured are: in front, jordan Shea; back (left to right) Clint Godwin, jordan Westfall, Katie 
Leonard, art teacher jill Medina, Alexandra Pond, Tessa Troutman and Ariana Sicardo. 

Union High School Needs Help Housing 
and Entertaining 1,600 Students for State Convention 

Although the Oklahoma Association of 
S~dent Councils' State Convention isn't 
until November 5-7, Union High School 
is now seeking area host families to 
house nearly 1,600 students from 

For the past three years, volunteer joan 
Stuckey · seen here with office assistants Kali 
Domoney, Sara Ralph and Tina Trinh - has 
been pitching in at the High School coun
selor's office. Stuckey retired as a counselor 
in 2002 after 27 years but she doesn't want to 
leave. "I love to do this," she said. "These peo
ple are my family." 

across the state planning to attend the 
event. Organizers are also looking for 
support from Tulsa and Broken Arrow 
businesses to ensure the conference is a 
success. 

"This feat, taken on by Union High 
School, requires community support 
such as financial aid from local busi
nesses and hospitality from area fami
lies," explains Union junior Rachel 
Lynn. 

The convention will likely mean an 
increase in business for the south Tulsa 
and Broken Arrow community that 
weekend. State Student Council 
Secretary Merillat Pittman, also a Union 
junior, says, "We hope that area busi
nesses realize how much we need and 
appreciate their help. We can use all· the 
community contributions and support 
we can get." 

The convention's Donation Committee 
is contacting area businesses for cash 
donations or in-kind services in hosting 
the prestigious event. 

For more information on how you can 
get involved, contact Denise Vaniadis 
Union High School Student Councii 
Advisor and Assistant Principal, at 459-
5535 or vaniadisd@unionps.org. 

Oklahoma 

PTIJ 
every child. one voice. 

Union Students Win in 
State Reflections Contest 

Three Union students won Awards of 
Excellence in the state PTA Reflections 
contest, while another 19 students won 
other state awards in the competition 
for visual arts, literature, photography 
and music. 

This year's theme was "A Different Kind 
of Hero." 

Darnaby fourth grader Jessica Shenoi 
and Union Eighth Grade student Taylor 
Sides both won in Visual Arts while 
McAuliffe second grader Mason 
Farquhar won in Literature. 

"These three students will now be mov
ing on to national competition," said 
Rebecca Welsh, district Reflections 
chairman. "There were so many magnif
icent entries! We sent 140 entries to the 
state Reflections program, and we cam" 
back with 22 awards." ( 

On the other side of this culvert, Intermediate 
math teacheY Donna Hardway's class walks 
along South Garnett as they "map out" a 
scaled down version of the solar system. 
Pre-AP 9eometry classes had been studyir, 
proportwns and similarity. Placing a yello 
balloon for the sun at the entrance to th 
school's bus loop, the class had to walk to th~ 
apartments just behind Albertsons before 
th~y could place a marker for the planet Pluto 
usmg a scale of 1-to-1 0 billion. 
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McAuliffe fifth grader Leslie LaFreniere looks 
back through a roll of tape during Ann Gray's 
art class. She and other students helped make 
masks, nearly as large as the students, that 
hung on the walls. The masks and other art 
by Union students will be displayed during 
the upcoming YouthArts! Celebration April 
21·29 at the UMAC. You may view some of the 
masks in the news section at 
www.unionps.org. 

TLC- May 18, ZOOS 

Briarglen stu
dents re-enact 
the famous scene 
of Rosa Parks, 
played by Jordan 
Harlin, refusing 
to give up her 
seat on a bus, 
touching off the 
civil rights move
ment. Students 
re-enacted sever
al scenes, depict
ing the struggle 
for equality dur
ing an assembly 
for parents. 

Moore third grade 
student Madison 
Winterscheidt rides in 
the cab of a Broken 
Arrow fire truck after 
she drew her school's 
winning poster in the 
"Test Your Smoke 
Alarm" poster con
test. 

Darnaby second 
graders (pictured left 
to right) Cydney Red
man, Kenzie Wright, 
Daniel Buchheim and 
Ethan Haydock get a 
little cheeky during 
lunch. Maybe it's 
because Union Public 
Schools ordered 4,000 
cases of french fries 
for the 2004-2005 
school year! Before 
this year is over, 
Union will have 
served about 1.3 mil
lion lunches, 60,000 
cinnamon rolls and 
70,000 breakfasts. 

March-April, 2005 

From t 

Davis 
kindergartener Troy Souvannasing 
problem-solving strategies for chess prior 
the school chess tournament as part of an 
"active learning" project. 

March-April, 2005 ----------------------------------Page 5 

.-~A.naen>en students Allison Sherrill and Taylor 
serve as "travel agents," inviting par

~nts and grandparents to go back in time to 
" isit one of the 13 original colonies as part of 
an Academic Resource Enrichment class 
taught by Jeanne Moorehead - teaching stu
dents history as well as researching, market
ing and public speaking skills. 

Peters first grader Daniel Smith is about out 
of breath as he and other classmates jump 
and perform tricks with a jump rope during a 
break from studying_ 

Clark students work 
on a new newsletter -
the Roy Clark Times. 
Teacher Tara 
Schiffe/bein, center, 
helps students formu
late ideas and oversees 
printing, while stu
dents handle photos 
and stories on the one
sheet publication. The 
students pictured are 
(left to right): Lauren 
Harris, Austin Odom, 
Mitsy Landeros jessica 
Christiansen and 
Kelsey Skidmore. Josh 
Moore, not pictured, 
also is working with 
the team on the 
newsletter. 

II 
Doris 

,............,_~ ,_, Milliron 

he Ips 
grandson, 
C o I e 
Dibler, 
choose a 
book at 
Jarman's 
PTA book 
fair. 

Grove multiage 
teacher Brenda 
Robinson helps 
Ian Hughes glue 
some parts of 
construction 
paper together 
for an art proj
ect. Robinson 
said she loves 
teaching chil
dren. "As a 
young girl, I was 
always pretend
ing to be a 
teacher," she 
said. "I never 
wanted school 
to end and now 
it doesn't have 
tor' 
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Union Faces Undergoing Many Changes 

'The face of Union's Board of Education 
has changed with the final vote from cit
izens in Zone 5. Ed Payton begins his 
five-year term with the governing body 
at the April meeting. The ongoing work 
of the Board should not miss a beat 
since Mr. Payton's experience and 
knowledge should immediately enable 
him to handle the issues of the district. 
As an involved parent for many years, 
he has learned about the entire district 
through the Long-Range Planning com
mittee, the strategic planning process, 
PTA, booster clubs and regular atten
dance at monthly Board meetings. It is 
with gratitude for his commitment that 
I welcome Mr. Payton to the Union Board 
of Education. 

The faces of our facilities are also 
changing. Thanks to support of the 
February bond issue, two major con
struction projects are well underway. 
The remodel of the Eighth Grade Center 
has torn up the parking lot and caused 
13 classes to relocate, but staff and stu
dent attitudes remain positive since the 
inconvenience of construction will lead 
to a better building. As much work as 
possible will be completed over the 
summer but next year's eighth graders 
can still expect construction during the 
school year. 

The road to Union's 12th elementary 
school is being installed with the assis
tance of Tulsa County and should 
enable a ground breaking for the 
school's construction in May. That new 
school located to the southeast of Quail 
Ridge housing addition off of 129th E. 
Ave. should be open in the fall of 2006. 
The additional classroom space will give 
all elementary schools space for aU-day 
kindergarten after redistricting. The 
district is indebted to QuikTrip 
Corporation for deeding access to the 
school site through their property, and 

,.. we look forward to a wonderful partner
ship between our students and QuikTrip 
office employees once the school is 
opened. 
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The face of our school environment is 
also changing. Traditionally large sec
ondary schools can be intimidating 
places and students can get lost in the 
crowd particularly when they must 
change schools frequently. At Union we 
want to match each student with a car
ing faculty member to ensure a person
al connection. Under the guidance of 
Assistant Superintendent Dr. Kirt 
Hartzler, administrators and teachers 
are formulating plans to use a teaming 
approach and teacher advisory program 
next year to personalize the learning 
process for students. The intent is to 
gradually build smaller learning com
munities within our schools so educa-

ON 
Gra~Ma tiol1 Celebra tiol1 

Plans are in full swing for the annual 
Graduation Celebration. Many Union 
patrons and businesses have con
tributed toward this event, but more 
sponsors are always welcome. 
Contributions are tax deductible to this 
50l(c)3 organization. To make a contri
bution, contact Debbie Brummett at 
294-3102. Remember that your dona
tions help ensure a great evening for our 
graduates, our way to congratulate them 
on a job well done and keep them safe. 
For more_ information or to volunteer, 
please call chairman Nona Nordstog at 
249-1274. 

tors can know students better to pro
vide support and guidance. Each sec
ondary buildirlg will develop its own 
model of a smaller learning community 
that fits the developmental needs of the 
students. 

Thank you for caring about your child's 
school experience enough to be actively 
irlvolved. We hope to see you at parent 
conferences and PTA as well as at ath
letic and firle arts events. 

~~yhl). 
Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Three Union Teachers 
Featured in OERB 

Newsletter 

Three Union teachers are featured in the 
spring edition of Classified, a newsletter 
published by the . Oklahoma Energy 
Resources Board. 

Dallas Koehn, who teaches American 
History at Union Intermediate, is fea
tured as a Core Energy Master teacher, 
and for giving "countless hours to help
irlg the new high school curriculum 
become a reality and a success." 

James Granger, a science teacher at the 
Intermediate, is featured in a photo
graph working with students on the 
same subject matter, while the publica
tion quotes Union Intermediate science 
teacher Kathy Pursley. 

o hies and the like, Dale Barnett, diyect?Y of the 
AfteY dozens of accolades, honoYs, band tY P h I Y Barnett came to Union Public Schools 
Renegade Regiment, is yetiring _at the end o{ the ~e~~af::u~ic coordinator. During his te_nure, the 
in 1982 as hig_h school band ddireOc~frhand ~~~Masters State Marching Champions 10 times. 
Renegade Regiment was name a oma 
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Union seventh graders display one of the posters they made for a party at the Turley Correctional 
Facility for women. Young children at the party were presented with a book purchased through 
"Reading is Fundamental" funds. Turley is only the second institution to receive such a gift. 
Pictured are: in front, jordan Shea; back (left to right) Clint Godwin, jordan Westfall, Katie 
Leonard, art teacher jill Medina, Alexandra Pond, Tessa Troutman and Ariana Sicardo. 

Union High School Needs Help Housing 
and Entertaining 1,600 Students for State Convention 

Although the Oklahoma Association of 
S~dent Councils' State Convention isn't 
until November 5-7, Union High School 
is now seeking area host families to 
house nearly 1,600 students from 

For the past three years, volunteer joan 
Stuckey · seen here with office assistants Kali 
Domoney, Sara Ralph and Tina Trinh - has 
been pitching in at the High School coun
selor's office. Stuckey retired as a counselor 
in 2002 after 27 years but she doesn't want to 
leave. "I love to do this," she said. "These peo
ple are my family." 

across the state planning to attend the 
event. Organizers are also looking for 
support from Tulsa and Broken Arrow 
businesses to ensure the conference is a 
success. 

"This feat, taken on by Union High 
School, requires community support 
such as financial aid from local busi
nesses and hospitality from area fami
lies," explains Union junior Rachel 
Lynn. 

The convention will likely mean an 
increase in business for the south Tulsa 
and Broken Arrow community that 
weekend. State Student Council 
Secretary Merillat Pittman, also a Union 
junior, says, "We hope that area busi
nesses realize how much we need and 
appreciate their help. We can use all· the 
community contributions and support 
we can get." 

The convention's Donation Committee 
is contacting area businesses for cash 
donations or in-kind services in hosting 
the prestigious event. 

For more information on how you can 
get involved, contact Denise Vaniadis 
Union High School Student Councii 
Advisor and Assistant Principal, at 459-
5535 or vaniadisd@unionps.org. 

Oklahoma 

PTIJ 
every child. one voice. 

Union Students Win in 
State Reflections Contest 

Three Union students won Awards of 
Excellence in the state PTA Reflections 
contest, while another 19 students won 
other state awards in the competition 
for visual arts, literature, photography 
and music. 

This year's theme was "A Different Kind 
of Hero." 

Darnaby fourth grader Jessica Shenoi 
and Union Eighth Grade student Taylor 
Sides both won in Visual Arts while 
McAuliffe second grader Mason 
Farquhar won in Literature. 

"These three students will now be mov
ing on to national competition," said 
Rebecca Welsh, district Reflections 
chairman. "There were so many magnif
icent entries! We sent 140 entries to the 
state Reflections program, and we cam" 
back with 22 awards." ( 

On the other side of this culvert, Intermediate 
math teacheY Donna Hardway's class walks 
along South Garnett as they "map out" a 
scaled down version of the solar system. 
Pre-AP 9eometry classes had been studyir, 
proportwns and similarity. Placing a yello 
balloon for the sun at the entrance to th 
school's bus loop, the class had to walk to th~ 
apartments just behind Albertsons before 
th~y could place a marker for the planet Pluto 
usmg a scale of 1-to-1 0 billion. 



Page 2 -------------------------------------------------------------------M~ch-April,2005 

were Un 
right are: sitting, Kari Eddy, Mary Bauer, Terry Houck, Cindy Brown, 

Michelle Naylor, Portia Walker, Barbara Smith, Paula Bray, Ken 
Lowell Ratzlaff, Betty Mitchell, Betsy Glad, Cherry Redus and Evelyn Roberts. Not 

Barrett, Angela Hefley, Amanda Howell, ]ames Kerr, Cora Morgan, William 
and Debbie Snider. 

School Calendar 
for 2005-2006 

Professional Day ...... ........ ...... ........... Aug. 11 
Professional Day ..... ..... .... .. ..... .... ...... Aug. 12 
Professional Day ......... ... ... ............... . Aug. 15 
First Day of School... .................. ...... Aug. 16 
Labor Day ...... ... ...... ...... ...... ......... .. ... ... . Sept. 5 
End of First Quarter. ....... ..... .... .... ... .. Oct. 14 
Parent/ Teacher Conf. .. .. ........ ........... Oct. 19 
Fall Vacation ................... ..... ... .. .... Oct. 20-21 
Thanksgiving Vacation ..... ....... .. Nov. 23-25 
End of First Semester ....... .. ... .......... . Dec. 20 
Winter Vacation .. ............... .... Dec. 21-Jan. 3 
Martin Luther King Day ...... .............. Jan. 16 
Professional Days (all grades) ... Feb. 20-21 
End of Third Quarter .. ...... .. ............. Mar. 10 
Spring Break ......... .... .. ...... ....... ..... Mar. 20-24 
Parent/Teacher Conf. (all grades) .Apr. 14 
Last Day of Classes .... .......... ... ....... . May 25 '' 

,., calendar includes 3 snow days 

New Plans Proposed for Clark 
The Union Board of Education has 
accepted a recommendation by 
Superintendent Cathy Burden to switch 
Clark Elementary School from its 
Continuous Learning Calendar (CLC) 
back to the traditional calendar that all 
the other schools in the district follow. 
Dr. Burden asked for the change after 
tracking declining attendance rates, 
especially in July when the year-round 
school calendar begins. 

"Our goal is to engage students more 
effectively and provide them more 
classroom time," Burden explained. 
"Instead, we have had as many as 150 
students missing as much as three 
weeks of school because of the early 
start time on the CLC schedule," she 
said. 

According to Dr. Burden, the district will 
apply different strategies to achieve 
quality student engagement at Clark. 
"We are working to reduce class size--
ideally, one teacher for every 15 stu
dents---by using Title I federal 
resources. We are exploring offering a 
"Newcomers Class" for non-English 
speaking students before they enter the 
regular classroom," she said. 

On the Cover 
Eggs a·hatchin' - After incubating eggs for 
three weeks, Cedar Ridge second graders 
Molli Geary and jack Hall hold baby chicks 
in Denise St. John's class. In their introduc
tion to their Life Cycles Science Kit, four sec
ond grade classes and one multiage class 
incubated eggs, paid for by their PTA, 
teacher Pam Snodgrass explained, allowing 
students to learn about the different steps of 
hatching. After a short stay at Cedar Ridge, 
the chicks were to go to a petting farm. 

Other efforts include an extended day 
program at Clark and offering a June 
summer school that would provide stu
dents with meals, recreation and aca
demics . 

Union was one of the first districts in 
Oklahoma to provide the option of a 
Continuous Learning Calendar when it 
"grew it" from two classes of fir st 
graders in 1994 to three elementary 
school hub sites and the 6/ 7th Grade 
Center a few years later. The program 
was eventually consolidated and offered 
only at Clark Elementary. 

The CLC calendar included the same 
number of instructional days as the tra
ditional school calendar but divided 
those days over a 12-month period 

Board Election Results 
Voters in Union's Zone 5 elected Ed 
Payton to serve as their Board of 
Education represen
tative. He received 
60.44% of the vote in 
the April 5 run-off 
election. 

"We have a good 
school district and 
we have some chal- Ed Payton 
lenges to face. I'm 
ready for the task and I'm going to ask 
tough questions, but more importantly, 
I'm willing to try and pull people togeth
er to make solutions," Payton said. 

He took the Oath of Office at the April 
11 regular Board meeting. 

rather than over 9 months. Their breaks 
were shorter and more frequent- four 
cycles of nine weeks in school, three 
weeks on break. CLC students were off 
six weeks in the summer before return
ing to class in July. The district's 2005-
2006 school calendar now includes an 
August 16 start date for all its schools. 

Union Announces 

June 6 - July 29: Monday - Thursday 
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p .m. Closed Fridays 
except for the week of July 4. 

July 5 - July 8: Tuesday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 5 p .m. Closed July 4. 

August 1 - 8: 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p .m. 

August 9 (Tues.): 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p .m. 

August 10, 12 & 15: 
7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p .m. 

August 11 (Thurs.): Open 1:00 p.m. -
7:00p.m. (Closed before 1:00 p.m.) 

Starting August 16: Monday - Friday, 
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p .m. 

For more information, call 459-4686. 
The Enrollment Center is located at 
5656 S. 129 E. Ave. in the Extended 
Education Building. 
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Union Fine Arts Wing Dedicated March 17, 2005 

nion Public Schools commemorated 
e opening of its new $5.5 million Fine 
ts wing in a dedication ceremony 

March 17 at Union High School. 

"We feel extremely fortunate to have 
this wonderful facility at Union High 
School," said Ed Tackett, director of 
Union's Fine Arts program. "By careful 
use of space and some extremely cre
ative design by our architects, we have a 
facility that is able to meet our current 
needs and give us room to expand our 
Fine Arts program to meet future 
needs ." 

The fine arts addition is approximately 
27,000 square feet, and includes the 
existing band, vocal music and stage
craft areas. Housed in the new addition 
is the new band room and concert band 
room, along with ample storage for all 
of the fine arts programs, as well as a 
new scene shop built to current building 
codes. 

In conjunction with the project , site 
improvements were made in and around 
he addition, around the High School 

d around the stadium, including a 
aza area outside the new wing. The 

ite has been improved to allow the 
band direct access onto the football 
field during games and competitions, 
among other much needed improve
ments. 

The addition will complement the Union 
Performing Arts Center. "Because it is 
the only large performance venue in the 
district, the UPAC has become the most 
heavily scheduled auditorium in the 
city," Tackett said. 

Of the many advantages that the addi
tion provides, a major plus is the oppor
tunity for students from all areas of the 
arts to interact in one well-equipped 
facility. The design of the facility and 
renovation is very student friendly apd _ 
conducive to learning in all areas of the · 
arts . The new facility is just footsteps 
away from the band's two performance 

One of the highlights of the annual multicultural assembly at the High School was a well-choreo
graphed "fan dance" by students representing China. Other performances highlighted cultures 
from Africa, Peru and India as well as Native Americans. Students also watched a fashion show fea
turing apparel (rom around the world. 

Music teacher 
Laura Cowan 
conducts some 
of the many 
talented vocal
ists Union has 
to offer during 
a practice ses
sion in one of 
the rooms of 
the new Fine 
Arts wing. 

-ar eas, the UPAC and the stadium. 
Students in the visual arts and the per
forming arts are now attending classes 
in the same area of the school. 

Juniors Olivia White ly and Gareth Reid show 
off some of the string art they have created 
during a proj ect at Union Alternative School. 

Don't Miss 

Youtharts! 

April 21-29 
Union High School, 

UMAC and Union Performing 
Arts Center. 

For events and times go to the 
Fine Arts Calendar at 

www.unionps.org 



Page 8---------------------------------- March-April, 2005 

New UMAC Donor Wall to be Unlike Any Other 

The Union Multipurpose Activity Center 
is showcasing a new wall, made out of 
stained glass, that not only recognizes 
significant donors to the Union Schools 
Education Foundation, but also adds a 
unique piece of art to its foyer. 

Designed as a central attraction of the 
UMAC, the wall is lit with special lights 
to accentuate existing architecture while 
serving as a functional expression of art 
to highlight sponsors . While similar 
efforts to recognize donors may be 
placed on stone or featured on plaques 
erected on the sides of the walls, the 
UMAC donor W!J.ll is like no other. 

Featuring swirling colors of blue and 
red, the piece is the work of artist and 
designer Karen Meyer and Loman 
Studios, Inc., whose design won over the 
Union Schools Education Foundation. 
The donor wall was paid for by The 
Merrick Foundation and the Jerry and 
Valda Buchanan family. The wall is spe
cial in that sections can be removed 
later to include additional sponsors. 
"This is a totally unique project," Meyer 
said. "You won't see anything like this 
anywhere else. The sponsors will be 
very happy with how their names are 
displayed." 

Loman's team, which features about 95 
years of cumulative experience in 
stained glass art, has been working on 
the project for several months. 

Union Wrestlers 
Place in 

State Competition 

Union wrestlers Jamal Parks and 
Daniel Stockton both placed at the 
state wrestling tournament in Okla
homa City. Sophomore Parks came 
in first place with a record of 38-7 
and junior Stockton finished fourth 
with a season record of 18-9. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Artist Karen Meyer takes a break from dusting while inside a new donor wall that she and her team 
- Tyler Taff, Roger Byers and Roy Loman - all of Loman Studios, Tulsa, recently installed in the 
foyer of the Union Multipurpose Activity Center, 6836 S. Mingo Road. 

Union Team Wins 4th Straight Gymnastics Title 
at State Competition 

Union Public Schools won its fourth consecutive 6A state team gymnastics champi
onsl1ip March 11. Three students were also named All-State gymnasts: juniors Tasha 
Littleton and Amanda Roth and sophomore Alicia Kirkpatrick. A number of other 
Union students also placed on the state level. The students are coached by Monte 
Alexander-Mohler. 

Junior Stephanie Hillman also won the 6A state champion title for vault, with a score 
of 9.575, while Amanda Roth took third in the state with a score of 9.15 and 
Kirkpatrick won fourth with a score of 9.05. Seventh grader Teresa Vance won first 
place on vault, bars, beam, floor and won the all-around competition with a score of 
36.2 at n1iddle-school Level 4 competition. Seventh grader Sara Petherick won first 
in vault with a score of 9.05, second on bars, third on beam, second on floor exercise 
and finished second place in the all-around with a score of 35.05 at n1iddle-school 
Level 5 competition. 

At n1iddle-school Level 7 competition, seventh grader Mackenzie Barnes won 6th 
place on vault with a score of 9.35 and eighth place on floor, while sixth grader Dea 
Pennington won seventh place on vault with a 9.2 score, lOth place on bars, ninth 
place on beam and 1Oth place all-ar'ound. 


