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Spirit Teams 
Big Winners 

Coach Named to National Wrestling Hall of Fame 

Union spirit teams came out big winners 
during the first ever Frontier Valley 
Conference Championship this fall at 
the UMAC. 

Varsity Cheer, Varsity Porn, 
Highsteppers, JV Cheer, JV Porn, JV 
Dance, 9th Grade Cheer, and 8th Grade 
Grade Dance (Jazz) were named confer
ence champions. The 9th Grade Porn 
were named co-conference champions 
with the team from Jenks. Conference 
runner-ups included 8th Grade Porn and 
8th .grade Cheer. Later, the Varsity 
Cheer team won third place in state 
competition. 

Steve Dunlap, 
assistant director of 
athletics, received 
the "Lifetime Ser
vice to Wrestling" 
award from the 
National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame and 
the Oklahoma 
Chapter. Steve Dunlap 

Dunlap joins a class of Oklahoma hon
orees that includes Paul Ameen, ]. Carl 
Guymon, Bill Harlow and Jack 
McCutchen. Dunlap will be permanent
ly recognized at the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame and Museum in Stillwater. 

Union Volleyball Team Receives OSSAA 
Distinguished Academic Plaque 

The Union High School Volleyball team has been selected for the Oklahoma Secondary 
Schools Activities Association (OSSAA) Distinguished Academic Plaque for the 2005 
season. "Our team qualified for this award by having a minimum 3.5 cumulative 
grade point average and being ranked in the upper 10 percent of their class," 
Athletics Director Bill Blankenship said. "It is refreshing to see academic accomplish
ments along with athletic success." 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

More than two brothers 
having words... The 
Union High School drama 
department production of 
The Illusion won first 
place by unanimous deci· 
sion at the Regional One· 
Act Play competition this 
fall. In addition, five cast 
members were named to 
the All-Star Cast (three in 
the top five). The All-Star 
cast members are the top 
1 0 actors chosen from the 
six competing plays. The 
students selected were: 
1st and 2nd, brothers 
Kevin and jackson 
Currie, 4th, Katie Mileur, 
7th, Angela Taylor, and 
9th, Kyle Gipson. The 
lntermediate High School 
drama department also 
earned high praise for its 
production of Neil 
Simon's Rumors, directed 
by Christina jenkins. Two 
different casts performed 
the play. 

Dunlap, a successful wrestling coach 
from Broken Arrow High School, joined. 
Union in 2002. During his tenure at 
BAHS, Dunlap led the Tigers to seven 
state championship titles, amassing an 
impressive 289-60 overall win-loss 
record and earning four national top ten 
rankings by USA Today. In addition, 
Dunlap founded, directed and coached 
the Broken Arrow USA Wrestling spring 
and summer programs. 

Dunlap earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in fiealth and Physical Education 
from the University of Central 
Oklahoma and completed his Master of 
Education Administration degree at 
Northeastern State University in 2004. 

Before joining Broken Arrow schools, he 
. taught and coached at Edmond Public 
Schools, where he served on the 
wrestling and football staffs. 

closings 



Page 2 ---------------------------------------------------------------------November-December2005 

Tapping into Technology to Communicate with Parents 

Union teachers employ many tactics to 
communicate the progress of their stu-

involvement in my classroom," Johnson 
said. 

dents to 
parents 
and Moore 
fifth grade 
teach e r 
Wendy 
Johnson is 
a prime 
example. 

"On the 
first day of 
school, all 
the parents 
received an 
e-mail at 
4:14 pm 
from Mrs. 
Johnson, 
saying what 

Johnson said, 
"I believe that 
it is important 
to understand 
that teachers 
and parents, 
work i ng 
together as an 
education 
'partnership ' 
for students, 
is one of the 
best ways to 
promote aca
demic success! 
I have discov
ered that this 
type of com-Moore Elementary teacher Wendy Johnson keeps in touch with 

parents via e-mail. munication 
has been helpful in establishing my rela
tionship with parents. 

Bernice Tharps of Union's Treasury 
Department entered seven culinary items in 
the Tulsa State Fair. She took first in all but 
one event, even taking two Best-in-Show rib
bons and best in the "wheat" category. Her 
blue-ribbon entries included her coconut 
cake, apple pie, zucchini relish, corn bread 
stuffing, chicken pot pie and grilled pork 
roast. She was also the featured guest on 
Channel B's Good Day Tulsa on October 1 0, 
while sharing her award-winning pork roast 
recipe. 

a good day they had and how she 
enjoyed our children," said parent 
Melissa Bogle, vice president of market
ing for SouthCrest Hospital. 

"She then summarized the day," Bogle 
continued, "explaining what we could 
expect to come home in the form of 
homework. We have received an e-mail 
every day since then telling us what they 
did during the day and what their home
work will be. This probably takes her all 
of five minutes but means the world as 
we have a constant flow of communica
tion." 

Darnaby Student Shown on New York City 
Astrovision Screen 

Johnson said she enjoys sending daily 
e-mails to her students' parents because 
she believes it is a great way to keep the 
lines of c:ommunication open. "I have 
found that this simple, yet important 
communication method has been an 
effective means of increasing parent 

Make way for Free 
Fresh Fruit Fridays! 
Union seventh gra
ders Andrew Royer 
(front) and (left to 
right) Matt Marlow, 
Michael Perritt, Elena 
Rodriguez, Amy Rich
ardson, Cory Stetson 
and Hannah Hard
castle have a little fun 
with oranges as they ' ""'""~~,. 
prepare the fresh 
fruit for arriving sev
enth graders. Thanks 
to a donation by 
Albertsons, students 
at the Union 6th/7th 
Grade Center get their 
fill of fresh fruit once 
a month. Students 
arrive early on the 
designated day to 
help cut and prepare 
the fruit. 

Darnaby first grader Sarah Parrack was 
one of 2 5 people whose pictures were 
shown on the NBC Astrovision screen in 
New York City in honor of National 
Down Syndrome Awareness Month in 
September. 

The photos, chosen from more than 
2,000 entrants, were picked by the 
National Down Syndrome Society to 
demonstrate that people with Down syn
drome can be successfully included in 
community activities, education an~ 
employment. 

"It's an honor to be a part of this because 
it lets others see people living with 

Down syn
drome doing 
things like 
other kids 
would do," 
said Sarah's 
mother, Re
becca Parrack. 

Sarah spends 
half her school 
day in a spe
cial needs 
class and the 

Sarah Parrack 

other half in a regular first-grade class. 
"It's good for the other children as well; 
they'll have grown up with someone with 
Down syndrome," Rebecca Parrack said. 
"They've been real supportive of her," 
said first-grade teacher Portia Walker. 
"They look forward to the time when 
Sarah comes into class. They all ask to 
go get her or escort her back." 

On the Cover 
Union junior Deann Bonner practices swing
ing the bat behind home plate at Union High 
School during_ a softball tournament to raise 
funds for Hurricane Katrina victims and the 
United Way. Area alternative schools from 
Union, Stillwater, Owasso, Claremore, 
Franklin Youth Academy and Tulsa Streel 
School participated. The event raised more 
than $250. The Union District raised more 
than $138,000· for the United Way, a 21% 
increase over the previous year. (See related 
story on pages 4 & 5.) 
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Progress as Promised 
at Eighth Grade 

and Elementary #12 

As Union keeps growing, so does the 
need to maintain and construct proper 
facilities, including the completion of a 
second phase of improvements at the 
8th Grade Center and the construction 
of Elementary No. 12 in the northeast 
quadrant of the district. 

The first phase of construction at the 
8th Grade Center, which included a new 
media center, new classrooms, science 
labs and refurbishing, was finished in 
November. The second phase will 
involve the renovation of all the class
rooms and hallways, including new car
pet and tile and the addition of 11 class
rooms. Additional landscaping and exte
rior work to the building will spruce up 
the school even more. 

Adjacent to the 8th Grade Center, a new 
4,000-square-foot facility will be con
structed for both boys and girls soccer 
teams and will include public restrooms, 
weight rooms, storage and offices. The 
project is expected to be finished this 
spring. 

,vieanwhile, Elementary No. 12, located at 
13 702 E. 46th Place South, is slated to 
open for the 2006-2007 school year. All 
the slabs have been poured, most of the 
steel work has been finished and block 
walls for the kitchen and gymnasium are 
being erected. The new school will be 
approximately 72,000 square feet and 
will have 30 classrooms, a cafeteria, 
gymnasium, kitchen, science classroom, 
computer lab, art room and music room. 

Good Turnout 
at Higher Learning Nite 

Organizers were pleased with the num
ber of participants at a recent Union 
Intermediate High School information 
night. The purpose was to explain the 
merits of the Oklahoma Higher Learning 
Access Program (OHLAP) to Hispanic 
parents and the Hispanic community. 

The OHLAP program awards full scholar
ships to immigrant students if they meet 
certain academic, behavioral and finan
cial need requirements . For many 

ispanic students, OHLAP assistance is 
lecessary to attend college. 

Union officials said the program stress
es the importance of staying in school 
and that college is an option if they 
apply themselves academically. 

Jarman fifth graders 
Justin Robertson, Connor 
Nichols, Mack Leftwich 
and Daniel Keesh do 
their best to blow into 
didgeridoos, Australian 
musical instruments, 
after a brief lesson by 
retired doctor ]ames 
Arnold of Midwest City. 

Arnold, who has traveled 
to and extensively 
researched Australia, 
visited ]ill Fitts' academ
ic enrichment classes at 
Jarman. 

New Concepts Introduced to Serve Students 

From home rooms to houses, Union 
schools are trying out new concepts to 
better serve students. 

Union High School is experimenting with 
the concept of home rooms this year in 
an attempt to improve the academic and 
social skills of its students. It's called 
"Union Time." 

The idea, explained Principal Dave 
Stauffer, is for students to get to know 
their "Union Time" teacher very well and 
for the teacher to get to know the inter
ests, requirements and goals of each stu
dent. The teacher also has a chance to · 
closely monitor progress, provide the 
academic assistance and other support 
the student needs. 

A committee, which include teachers 
Cheryl Milligan, JJ Jedamski and linda 
Coyne, is modifying the concept as the 
program continues, Stauffer said, 
explaining the concept is very new to the 
school but one they hope will help stu
dents achieve their goals . 

The Union 8th Grade Center is trying 
out a different concept - dividing the 

· school into houses: Cambridge and 
Oxford - in a united attempt by faculty 
and staff to come up with creative solu
tions to different concerns. 

Administrators, teachers and suppor t 
personnel come together in their respec
tive houses to voice opinions and con
cerns about issues relevant and signifi
cant to educating nearly 1,200 eighth 
grade students. 

Issues are prioritized into short- and 
long-term problems with the short-term 
problems addressed first. 

Already this year, one of the 'Houses' re
named the 8th Grade Center's after
school tutoring program "The 
Homework Club"- a subtle change-with 
a big impact on perception. Another 
'House' created the idea for a rubber 
stamp to be used in place of specialized 
ZAP (Zeros Aren't Permitted) forms, sav
ing the district paper and printing costs. 

Members of the Union 
Intermediate BPA (Business 
Professionals of America) 
traveled to Oklahoma City 
recently to participate in 
the statewide fall leadership 
conference. The keynote 
speaker for the event was 
Stewart Kennedy, the inven
tor of peanut butter slices. 
His talk was "Get Up! Get 
Over! Get On!" The officers 
attended various workshops 
to enhance their leadership 
skills. Pictured are (left to 
right) Amy Zaveri, 
Stephanie Fulton; (middle 
row) Abby Blunt, Micah 
Hall Katie Kincaid; and 
(back) Ethan Hopper, Molli 
Coughenour and Melinda 
Carpenter. 
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From the Superintendent 

Union Administrators Stand Out 
Union 

"I Care" Gift 
Pick-Up Facility The success of Union schools as a place 

where students maximize their abilities 
and talents is the daily mission of an 
outstanding administrative staff. This 
team consists of principals, assistant 
principals and central office administra
tors who share the leadership responsi
bilities and handle all of the various 
aspects of our district. 

Just recently one of our own was recog
nized as the best in the state at her job. 
Ms. Lisa Witcher, academic assistant 
principal at the Intermediate High 
School, has been selected as Assistant 
Principal of the Year by the Oklahoma 
Association of Secondary School 
Principals and will represent Oklahoma 
in the national competition. This award 
honors Ms. Witcher for her positive 
influence on students and teachers and 
also highlights the district's efforts to 
target academic progress as a major 
focus for an assistant principal position. 
The 2,100 adolescents at the 
Intermediate High School are at a critical 
point in their lifetimes when important 

ecisions about college, career and per
anal relationships are made. That is 

why Ms. Witcher's role is so critical. As 
the Academic Assistant, she focuses on 
developing effective learning communi
ties for both students and teachers to 
address the real issues affecting student 
achievement. By providing teachers with 
accurate assessment data and leading 
ongoing communications about the com
plex issues affecting student achieve
ment, our large school can more readily 
accommodate the learning needs of our 
students. 

The importance of having exemplary 
administrators who can provide 
thoughtful leadership cannot be over
stated since they are the driving force to 
student and system success. Union is 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 

- . Superintendent of Schools .. Gretchen Haas
._- Bethell is Commurucatwns Executive 

:Director/Editor. The Communicator staff 
includes janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and 
Mike Vore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call 459-3305. 

fortunate to have individuals like Lisa 
Witcher in positions that support teach
ers and students and we are fortunate to 
have many such individuals. Our 
strength continues to be in our people -
caring teachers, helpful support employ
ees, motivated students and parents, 
and strong, effective administrative 
leaders. Together we are working to 
form a more perfect Union. 

~~yhl). 
Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Zeus the kangaroo looks 
straight on as he pivots on 
his legs in front of Boevers 
third graders Olin Wright, 
Ester Bustos, Mitchell 
Anderson and Treasure 
Mitchell (left to right). 

Zeus visited a few class
rooms as part of the stu· 
dents' studies on Australia 
including its animal and 
plant life, culture, music 
and other customs from 
Down Under. 

A number of schools 
around the district, in fact, 
have shown a spotlight on 
the country. See page 7 for 
a related story. 

Parents who applied 
for the Union "I Care" 
Holiday Help Program 
can pick up their gifts 
and food certificates 
at the UMAC, 6836 S. 
Mingo Road, on 
December 14, 15 or 
16 from 9:00 a.m. to 

~m ~ 

Communication Representatives Named 

Communication representatives are available to help you publicize your important 
and/or interesting news. At least one representa~ive has .been select~d f?r eac~ scho?l 
or department to help coordinate news informatiOn serVIces m the distnct. This year s 
communications representatives are: 

Andersen: Jeanne Moorhead 
Boevers: Justin Porter 
Briarglen: Mike Mitrik 

Cedar Ridge: Cherry Redus 
Clark: Lindsay West 

Darnaby: Nichole Brookman & Krissy Dennis 
Grove: Terry Jones , 

Jarman: Jessica Hilton _ 
McAuliffe: Paula Biesemeyer & Gina Ward 

Moore Elementary: LeeAnna Weaver 
Peters: Leigh Ann Keller & Kay Leslie 

Sixth/Seventh Gr. Center: Margaret Lewis 
Eighth Gr. Center: 

Jan McKethan & Jamie Ward 
Intermediate High: Cindy Brown 

Alternative Education: Zandra Clunn 
High School: Mary Gerlach & Amy Riker 

Evening Academy: Art Naylor 
CFO/Finance: Melva Curtis 

Student Services: Marla Robinson 
Human Resources: Andrea Holcomb 
Community Education: Terry Konkler 

Child Nutrition: Terry Wright 

Transportation: James McNabb 
Operations: Betty Dean 

Fine Arts; Phyllis Whisman 
Athletics: Rhonda Duke 

Spirit: Emily Warren & Bekki Blythe 
Varsity Cheer: Tori Boswell 

Wrestling Cheer: Candace Coppinger 
JV Cheer: Rhonda Tolliver 

9th Grade Cheer: Bobby Lay 
8th Grade Cheer: Barb Olson 
Highsteppers: Cindy Webb 
Shining Stars: Lisa Briscoe 

Union Elite: Tammy Leeseberg 
Varsity Porn: Glenda Wright 

JV Porn: Darcy Reents 
9th Grade Porn: Linda Coyle 

8th Grade Porn: Carrie Palmer 
Band Parents: George Carpenter 

Help them help you share your news .. E
mail or call them about your upcommg 
events, honors, projects, etc. Our com
munity wants to know! 
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The Union High 
School Air Force 
Junior Reserve Offi
cer Training Corp was 
named the best Air 
Force drill team in the 
state of Texas beating 
2 7 other teams in 
Arlington, Texas, in 
October. 

Union ]ROTC Wins First in Texas and Other Honors 
John Jay in San Antonio 
have programs that an 
more than 2 5 years old with 
more than 500 cadets. Some 
of the other Oklahoma 
schools attending included 
Altus and Edmond North, 
both established programs 
with several hundred 
cadets." 

"That's right; our 
Oklahoma team was 
named the best Air 
Force drilr team in 

To win the best Air Force 
unit, the cadets had to accu
mulate more total points 

Members of the Union's Air Force junior Reserve Officer Training Corp pose with trophies 
the students had won after they were named the best Air Force drill team in the state of 
Texas. out of the 12 events than' 

any other Air Force unit in attendance. Texas," Sgt. Daniel Snow said. "Twenty 
of those schools have Air Force pro-

grams and several are major powerhous
es - schools like C.E. King in Houston and 

It Really WAS the Greatest Show on Earth! 
Nearly, 1,600 students from around 
Oklahoma rated their three days at 
Union High School for the 65th Annual 
Oklahoma Association of Student 
Councils Conference as one of their 
most gratifying leadership experiences. 
The November 5-7 conference was a cul
mination of more than two years of hard 
work for Union students, parents and 
staff and the pay-off was astounding; 
the conference was considered a huge 

Vaniadis Mentor Award which will be 
awarded to advisors who have mentored 
their colleagues and students alike. 

OASC Third Year Advisor Steve Schwab 
of Broken Arrow High School said, "Her 
impact is far-reaching. Advisors both 
past and current have been taught by 
her, me included. Several students from 
this school and other Oklahoma high 
schools could have spoken. Mrs. V has 
mentored of us in so many 

,_-------1-C--~------~----~,--.1-.,~-------... ways. Her experi-
' J:,. • 1.- ence and leader" 

. ~ . ., ,, :\\\\ ~· t~:,~;~;:~t~ 
~ genuine concern 

to help others 
become better." 

Another new 
award also 
debuted at this 
conference. The 
"Culligan Spirit of 
Service Award" 
was presented to 
five high schools 
which demon-

Staffing one of the many decorative but functional circus booths at the State 
Student Council Conference are (left to right) jessica Roberts, Cinthia 
Grandez, Eddie Self and Kyle Garrison. 

strated extraordi
nary public service in one of five cate
gories: Service to Children; Service to the 
Elderly; Service to the Environment; 
Service to the Needy; and Service to a 
Non-Profit Agency. 

success and one of the best ever staged 
in OASC's history. 

Area schools and leaders commended 
Union students, including State 
Secretary and Union senior Merillat 
Pittman, for the conference whose cir
cus-related theme was "Leadership: The 
Greatest Show in Earth." 

Denise Vaniadis, assistant High School 
principal, was singled out for her years 
of mentorship to students and advisors 
as the OASC created the new Denise 

Those winners were Quapaw High 
School, Service to the Environment; 
Yukon High School, Service to the 
Elderly; Metro Christian Academy, 
Service to the Needy; Edmond Memorial 
High School, Service to a Non-Profit 
Agency; and Putnam City North High 
School, Service to Children. 

"We placed in the top five in every event 
we competed in," Snow stated. "Our 
cadets are extremely proud of this 
accomplishment. This is especially sig
nificant since 80 percent of our drill 
team members are freshmen and soph
omores. In contrast, the powerhouse 
programs only allow juniors and seniors 
on their Varsity Drill Teams." 

Union also finished second in the 
Physical Training Competition with 
three of its cadets posting personal best 
efforts (117 push-ups in two minutes -
sophomore Austin Hill, 113 sit-ups in 
two minutes- sophomore Meredith 
Rausch) and one setting a meet record 
with 130 sit-ups in two minutes - senior 
Paul Derrick 

In addition, Union also placed second in 
the commander's category - in which 
the commanders for each of the teams 
in the different categories displayed the 
best military bearing, poise, command 
presence and maintained excellent con
trol of their flights during competition. 
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Caring & Sharing -- Union Employees & Students Give Bark to Hurricane Victims, the Community & Union Families 
Reaching into their pocketbooks and 
their hearts, Union employees and stu
dents worked together to raise money 
and collect donations for the victims of 
recent hurricanes that struck the gulf 
coast. 

The catastrophes came during a time 
when employees normally give to the 
United Way, but rather than divert atten-

Grove counselor Anamarie Hurt swing 
with William Stoddard of Broken Arrow at the 
Broken Arrow Seniors Center at the Main 
Place in Broken Arrow. Counselors from Union 
Public Schools spent part of Tulsa's Day 
Caring learning how to swing dance. Union 
personnel also volunteered their services at 
two other locations: organizing storage mate
rials at the American Lung Association Office; 
and volunteering services with Big Brothers 
and Sisters of Tulsa and the Tulsa job Corps 
at Emerson Elementary in downtown Tulsa. 

tion away from the local organization, 
Union proved its generosity knows no 
bounds and helped both causes. 

Jarman students filled their school's 
foyer with supplies for what they called 
Operation Hope. Peters students organ
ized a similar venture as well as a blood 
drive for the American Red Cross. In the 
meantime, a number of elementary 
schools held coin collection contests and 
popsicle sales. 

Several schools earmarked their contri
butions to United Way agencies such as 
the Red Cross and the Salvation Army to 
provide relief for storm victims. 
Briarglen students, for instance, raised 
$492 for the relief effort in just two 
days! 

Eighth graders collected donations to 
help displaced .families from Hurricane 
Katrina with expenses, while staff mem
bers volunteered to work at Camp 
Gruber which served as a temporary 
home for evacuees. The school also col
lected school supplies, solicited dona
tions from area businesses, and washed 
cars. 

Alternative students offered face paint
ing at the Union 6th/7th Grade Center 
for a nominal charge and organized a 
softball tournament with other area 
alternative schools to support victims. 

Meanwhile, "Hurricane Helpers" from 
the 6th/7th Grade Center continued to 
collect money by selling suckers and 
donuts. The sixth and seventh graders 

Andersen _P.E. teacher Lowell Ratzlaff (far right) and David Brookman (husband of Darnaby 
teacher Nicole. Brt;JOkman, second from left) were part of an Oklahoma group which "de-mucked" 
the ~ou~e of a disabled 72-year-old Korean War veteran whose home was ruined in Hurricane 
K~tnna m New Orleans. Mrs. Brookman also worked in the New Orleans area in disaster relief. The 
tnp was sponsored by the Park Plaza Church of Christ in Tulsa. · 

also hosted a "Pie in 
Your Face" contest, 
raising more than $600 
to see Principal Charlie 
Bushyhead and Ad
ministrative Intern 
Gena Taylor take a pie 
in the face. 

Terra Street, a Union 
parent volunteer, 
helped organize a 
drive with the Broken 
Arrow Church of 
Christ, by collecting 
donations from Union 
schools to give to a 
church in West 
Monroe, Louisiana. 
Items collected includ
ed diapers, baby wipes, 
clothing and more. 

"We will be working in 
conjunction with our 
pillar of caring," 
Principal Ellen Crager 
said. 

Grove sponsored a 
contest between the 
grade levels to see who 
could raise the most 
money and the fourth 
grade won. Their prize? 
The winning students 
won a sports day with 
the P.E. teacher. "We 
wanted to make the 
reward something 
healthy to go along 
with the Healthy Kids 
Program," Grove 
Principal Angela Bauer 
said. 

Cedar Ridge devel
oped a plan to adopt a 
damaged elementary 
school in Alabama. 

Peters fourth grade studen; Angeline McBride, Pie-throwing contests 
were popular, by the 
way. Eighth graders 
watched and laughed 

Lin and Anna Madalone stad by a pile of donated items 
for victims of Hurricane ~1trina. Students collected a 
number of items, ranging rom canned food to 
goods. Principal jennifer Rlldall said the students 
two vans! 

Cedar Ridge Teachers 
Coordinate Fund Drive 

Some Union teachers coordinated a fund 
drive to fly a local Army National Guard unit 
home for four days of leave before they 
shipped off to Iraq for more than a year. 

Matt Rhees - a 1991 
Union High School gradu
ate, husband of Cedar 
Ridge teacher Jennifer 
Rhees and son of Union 
Evening Academy secre
tary Nancy Rhees- is the 
commander of an Army Matt Rhees with 
National Guard unit out Spencer and 
of Springdale, Arkansas. Anna Grace 

His unit has been mobilized, and they have 
been training at Ft. Lewis WA since July. 
They left mid-November for a week in 
Kuwait, then to Iraq for 12-18 months. 
Rhees secured four days of leave for the 
entire company to come home November 3-
6, which also coincided with his daughter's 
first birthday. 

For many reasons, the soldiers could not all 
fly separately on commercial flights, 
they secured a charter flight for $73 j 
Through fund-raising efforts and donati0 .. .,, 
more than $60,000 was raised, and the sol
diers flew home as scheduled for a long 
weekend with their families before heading 
overseas. 

Union Raises 
Over $138,000 

for Tulsa Area United Way! 

Showing how important it is to support its 
community, Union raised more than 
$138,000 for the United Way campaign, a 
more than 21 percent increase over last year. 

"I believe our staff and students found it in 
their hearts to dig deeper into their pockets 
to help the 66 member agencies in the Tulsa 
area," said Cathy Collins, coordinator of 
Union's fund-raising effort. "We know that 
many of these agencies will need to dig deep
er into their funds to help with hurricane 
relief efforts in the gulf area as well as those 
now residing in this area." 

Contributions to the United Way came 
through employee payroll contributions and 
s ial fund-raising efforts at each of the 

Jl sites such as penny drives, silent auc
th. ... •S and luncheons. Union also added 11 
Key Club members (members who donated 
$500 or more) for a total of 66 Key Club 
members. Collins said, "I am so proud of 
our district and its contributors." 

as their principal, Steve Pittman, lobbed 
a pie into 6th/ 7th grade principal 
Charlie Bushyhead's face after the 8th 
Grade Center raised more than $1,000. 

Darnaby students sponsored a coin 
drop for hurricane victims and raised 
about $2,500, and their United Way 
efforts for the Red Cross were ear
marked for the Hurricane Katrina effort. 

At Clark, students voted with their coins 
to see Assistant Principal Lindsay West 
take a pie in her face. 

McAuliffe students organized a "Coin 
Chaos" and raised more than $1,000 for 
the Red Cross, the Humane Society and 
the ASPCA (American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.) 

Andersen students organized a "Run to 
New Orleans" where they symbolically 
ran the distance (697 miles) to get to 
New Orleans and were encouraged to 
bring $1.00 as a donation to United Way. 
They diligently ran over 900 miles and 
raised $325. 

And the Union Redskins Football team 
and the Union Football Booster Club 
collected football gear and equipment 
for Pass Christian High School in · 
Mississippi, whose school and football 
facilities were severely damaged by 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Bill Blankenship, Union head coach, 
said the team came up with the idea 
after hearing a longtime Union youth 
football coach who is originally from the 
Pass Christian area talk about what hap
pened to the school. 

A volunteer at Camp Russell helps Clark first 
grader Ricky Wadlow practice aiming a hose 
as if he were a real firefighter during the 
Tulsa Area United Way Day of Caring. 

Union Sophomore 
Part of Youth 

Philanthropy Initiative 

Union sophomore Vinita Musapeta was 
one of 24 area teens selected to partici
pate in the Youth Philanthropy Initiative 
this fall. The Youth Philanthropy 
Initiative is a program in which a diverse 
group of teens identify challenges in the 
community, think of ways to overcome 
them and use funds donated by the 
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family 
Foundation to help ~olve the problems. 

8th Grade 
Principal 
S t e v e 
Pittman 
(right) 
a n d 
Assistant 
Principals 
C 1 i n t 
Culver 
and ]ay 
Ensley 
t 0 0 k 
advan
tage of an 
unseason· 
a b 1 y 
warm day 
to wash 
cars dur
ing a fund 
raiser for 
the United 
Way. 
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From the Superintendent 

Union Administrators Stand Out 
Union 

"I Care" Gift 
Pick-Up Facility The success of Union schools as a place 

where students maximize their abilities 
and talents is the daily mission of an 
outstanding administrative staff. This 
team consists of principals, assistant 
principals and central office administra
tors who share the leadership responsi
bilities and handle all of the various 
aspects of our district. 

Just recently one of our own was recog
nized as the best in the state at her job. 
Ms. Lisa Witcher, academic assistant 
principal at the Intermediate High 
School, has been selected as Assistant 
Principal of the Year by the Oklahoma 
Association of Secondary School 
Principals and will represent Oklahoma 
in the national competition. This award 
honors Ms. Witcher for her positive 
influence on students and teachers and 
also highlights the district's efforts to 
target academic progress as a major 
focus for an assistant principal position. 
The 2,100 adolescents at the 
Intermediate High School are at a critical 
point in their lifetimes when important 

ecisions about college, career and per
anal relationships are made. That is 

why Ms. Witcher's role is so critical. As 
the Academic Assistant, she focuses on 
developing effective learning communi
ties for both students and teachers to 
address the real issues affecting student 
achievement. By providing teachers with 
accurate assessment data and leading 
ongoing communications about the com
plex issues affecting student achieve
ment, our large school can more readily 
accommodate the learning needs of our 
students. 

The importance of having exemplary 
administrators who can provide 
thoughtful leadership cannot be over
stated since they are the driving force to 
student and system success. Union is 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 

- . Superintendent of Schools .. Gretchen Haas
._- Bethell is Commurucatwns Executive 

:Director/Editor. The Communicator staff 
includes janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and 
Mike Vore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call 459-3305. 

fortunate to have individuals like Lisa 
Witcher in positions that support teach
ers and students and we are fortunate to 
have many such individuals. Our 
strength continues to be in our people -
caring teachers, helpful support employ
ees, motivated students and parents, 
and strong, effective administrative 
leaders. Together we are working to 
form a more perfect Union. 

~~yhl). 
Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Zeus the kangaroo looks 
straight on as he pivots on 
his legs in front of Boevers 
third graders Olin Wright, 
Ester Bustos, Mitchell 
Anderson and Treasure 
Mitchell (left to right). 

Zeus visited a few class
rooms as part of the stu· 
dents' studies on Australia 
including its animal and 
plant life, culture, music 
and other customs from 
Down Under. 

A number of schools 
around the district, in fact, 
have shown a spotlight on 
the country. See page 7 for 
a related story. 

Parents who applied 
for the Union "I Care" 
Holiday Help Program 
can pick up their gifts 
and food certificates 
at the UMAC, 6836 S. 
Mingo Road, on 
December 14, 15 or 
16 from 9:00 a.m. to 

~m ~ 

Communication Representatives Named 

Communication representatives are available to help you publicize your important 
and/or interesting news. At least one representa~ive has .been select~d f?r eac~ scho?l 
or department to help coordinate news informatiOn serVIces m the distnct. This year s 
communications representatives are: 

Andersen: Jeanne Moorhead 
Boevers: Justin Porter 
Briarglen: Mike Mitrik 

Cedar Ridge: Cherry Redus 
Clark: Lindsay West 

Darnaby: Nichole Brookman & Krissy Dennis 
Grove: Terry Jones , 

Jarman: Jessica Hilton _ 
McAuliffe: Paula Biesemeyer & Gina Ward 

Moore Elementary: LeeAnna Weaver 
Peters: Leigh Ann Keller & Kay Leslie 

Sixth/Seventh Gr. Center: Margaret Lewis 
Eighth Gr. Center: 

Jan McKethan & Jamie Ward 
Intermediate High: Cindy Brown 

Alternative Education: Zandra Clunn 
High School: Mary Gerlach & Amy Riker 

Evening Academy: Art Naylor 
CFO/Finance: Melva Curtis 

Student Services: Marla Robinson 
Human Resources: Andrea Holcomb 
Community Education: Terry Konkler 

Child Nutrition: Terry Wright 

Transportation: James McNabb 
Operations: Betty Dean 

Fine Arts; Phyllis Whisman 
Athletics: Rhonda Duke 

Spirit: Emily Warren & Bekki Blythe 
Varsity Cheer: Tori Boswell 

Wrestling Cheer: Candace Coppinger 
JV Cheer: Rhonda Tolliver 

9th Grade Cheer: Bobby Lay 
8th Grade Cheer: Barb Olson 
Highsteppers: Cindy Webb 
Shining Stars: Lisa Briscoe 

Union Elite: Tammy Leeseberg 
Varsity Porn: Glenda Wright 

JV Porn: Darcy Reents 
9th Grade Porn: Linda Coyle 

8th Grade Porn: Carrie Palmer 
Band Parents: George Carpenter 

Help them help you share your news .. E
mail or call them about your upcommg 
events, honors, projects, etc. Our com
munity wants to know! 
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The Union High 
School Air Force 
Junior Reserve Offi
cer Training Corp was 
named the best Air 
Force drill team in the 
state of Texas beating 
2 7 other teams in 
Arlington, Texas, in 
October. 

Union ]ROTC Wins First in Texas and Other Honors 
John Jay in San Antonio 
have programs that an 
more than 2 5 years old with 
more than 500 cadets. Some 
of the other Oklahoma 
schools attending included 
Altus and Edmond North, 
both established programs 
with several hundred 
cadets." 

"That's right; our 
Oklahoma team was 
named the best Air 
Force drilr team in 

To win the best Air Force 
unit, the cadets had to accu
mulate more total points 

Members of the Union's Air Force junior Reserve Officer Training Corp pose with trophies 
the students had won after they were named the best Air Force drill team in the state of 
Texas. out of the 12 events than' 

any other Air Force unit in attendance. Texas," Sgt. Daniel Snow said. "Twenty 
of those schools have Air Force pro-

grams and several are major powerhous
es - schools like C.E. King in Houston and 

It Really WAS the Greatest Show on Earth! 
Nearly, 1,600 students from around 
Oklahoma rated their three days at 
Union High School for the 65th Annual 
Oklahoma Association of Student 
Councils Conference as one of their 
most gratifying leadership experiences. 
The November 5-7 conference was a cul
mination of more than two years of hard 
work for Union students, parents and 
staff and the pay-off was astounding; 
the conference was considered a huge 

Vaniadis Mentor Award which will be 
awarded to advisors who have mentored 
their colleagues and students alike. 

OASC Third Year Advisor Steve Schwab 
of Broken Arrow High School said, "Her 
impact is far-reaching. Advisors both 
past and current have been taught by 
her, me included. Several students from 
this school and other Oklahoma high 
schools could have spoken. Mrs. V has 
mentored of us in so many 

,_-------1-C--~------~----~,--.1-.,~-------... ways. Her experi-
' J:,. • 1.- ence and leader" 

. ~ . ., ,, :\\\\ ~· t~:,~;~;:~t~ 
~ genuine concern 

to help others 
become better." 

Another new 
award also 
debuted at this 
conference. The 
"Culligan Spirit of 
Service Award" 
was presented to 
five high schools 
which demon-

Staffing one of the many decorative but functional circus booths at the State 
Student Council Conference are (left to right) jessica Roberts, Cinthia 
Grandez, Eddie Self and Kyle Garrison. 

strated extraordi
nary public service in one of five cate
gories: Service to Children; Service to the 
Elderly; Service to the Environment; 
Service to the Needy; and Service to a 
Non-Profit Agency. 

success and one of the best ever staged 
in OASC's history. 

Area schools and leaders commended 
Union students, including State 
Secretary and Union senior Merillat 
Pittman, for the conference whose cir
cus-related theme was "Leadership: The 
Greatest Show in Earth." 

Denise Vaniadis, assistant High School 
principal, was singled out for her years 
of mentorship to students and advisors 
as the OASC created the new Denise 

Those winners were Quapaw High 
School, Service to the Environment; 
Yukon High School, Service to the 
Elderly; Metro Christian Academy, 
Service to the Needy; Edmond Memorial 
High School, Service to a Non-Profit 
Agency; and Putnam City North High 
School, Service to Children. 

"We placed in the top five in every event 
we competed in," Snow stated. "Our 
cadets are extremely proud of this 
accomplishment. This is especially sig
nificant since 80 percent of our drill 
team members are freshmen and soph
omores. In contrast, the powerhouse 
programs only allow juniors and seniors 
on their Varsity Drill Teams." 

Union also finished second in the 
Physical Training Competition with 
three of its cadets posting personal best 
efforts (117 push-ups in two minutes -
sophomore Austin Hill, 113 sit-ups in 
two minutes- sophomore Meredith 
Rausch) and one setting a meet record 
with 130 sit-ups in two minutes - senior 
Paul Derrick 

In addition, Union also placed second in 
the commander's category - in which 
the commanders for each of the teams 
in the different categories displayed the 
best military bearing, poise, command 
presence and maintained excellent con
trol of their flights during competition. 
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Tapping into Technology to Communicate with Parents 

Union teachers employ many tactics to 
communicate the progress of their stu-

involvement in my classroom," Johnson 
said. 

dents to 
parents 
and Moore 
fifth grade 
teach e r 
Wendy 
Johnson is 
a prime 
example. 

"On the 
first day of 
school, all 
the parents 
received an 
e-mail at 
4:14 pm 
from Mrs. 
Johnson, 
saying what 

Johnson said, 
"I believe that 
it is important 
to understand 
that teachers 
and parents, 
work i ng 
together as an 
education 
'partnership ' 
for students, 
is one of the 
best ways to 
promote aca
demic success! 
I have discov
ered that this 
type of com-Moore Elementary teacher Wendy Johnson keeps in touch with 

parents via e-mail. munication 
has been helpful in establishing my rela
tionship with parents. 

Bernice Tharps of Union's Treasury 
Department entered seven culinary items in 
the Tulsa State Fair. She took first in all but 
one event, even taking two Best-in-Show rib
bons and best in the "wheat" category. Her 
blue-ribbon entries included her coconut 
cake, apple pie, zucchini relish, corn bread 
stuffing, chicken pot pie and grilled pork 
roast. She was also the featured guest on 
Channel B's Good Day Tulsa on October 1 0, 
while sharing her award-winning pork roast 
recipe. 

a good day they had and how she 
enjoyed our children," said parent 
Melissa Bogle, vice president of market
ing for SouthCrest Hospital. 

"She then summarized the day," Bogle 
continued, "explaining what we could 
expect to come home in the form of 
homework. We have received an e-mail 
every day since then telling us what they 
did during the day and what their home
work will be. This probably takes her all 
of five minutes but means the world as 
we have a constant flow of communica
tion." 

Darnaby Student Shown on New York City 
Astrovision Screen 

Johnson said she enjoys sending daily 
e-mails to her students' parents because 
she believes it is a great way to keep the 
lines of c:ommunication open. "I have 
found that this simple, yet important 
communication method has been an 
effective means of increasing parent 

Make way for Free 
Fresh Fruit Fridays! 
Union seventh gra
ders Andrew Royer 
(front) and (left to 
right) Matt Marlow, 
Michael Perritt, Elena 
Rodriguez, Amy Rich
ardson, Cory Stetson 
and Hannah Hard
castle have a little fun 
with oranges as they ' ""'""~~,. 
prepare the fresh 
fruit for arriving sev
enth graders. Thanks 
to a donation by 
Albertsons, students 
at the Union 6th/7th 
Grade Center get their 
fill of fresh fruit once 
a month. Students 
arrive early on the 
designated day to 
help cut and prepare 
the fruit. 

Darnaby first grader Sarah Parrack was 
one of 2 5 people whose pictures were 
shown on the NBC Astrovision screen in 
New York City in honor of National 
Down Syndrome Awareness Month in 
September. 

The photos, chosen from more than 
2,000 entrants, were picked by the 
National Down Syndrome Society to 
demonstrate that people with Down syn
drome can be successfully included in 
community activities, education an~ 
employment. 

"It's an honor to be a part of this because 
it lets others see people living with 

Down syn
drome doing 
things like 
other kids 
would do," 
said Sarah's 
mother, Re
becca Parrack. 

Sarah spends 
half her school 
day in a spe
cial needs 
class and the 

Sarah Parrack 

other half in a regular first-grade class. 
"It's good for the other children as well; 
they'll have grown up with someone with 
Down syndrome," Rebecca Parrack said. 
"They've been real supportive of her," 
said first-grade teacher Portia Walker. 
"They look forward to the time when 
Sarah comes into class. They all ask to 
go get her or escort her back." 

On the Cover 
Union junior Deann Bonner practices swing
ing the bat behind home plate at Union High 
School during_ a softball tournament to raise 
funds for Hurricane Katrina victims and the 
United Way. Area alternative schools from 
Union, Stillwater, Owasso, Claremore, 
Franklin Youth Academy and Tulsa Streel 
School participated. The event raised more 
than $250. The Union District raised more 
than $138,000· for the United Way, a 21% 
increase over the previous year. (See related 
story on pages 4 & 5.) 
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Progress as Promised 
at Eighth Grade 

and Elementary #12 

As Union keeps growing, so does the 
need to maintain and construct proper 
facilities, including the completion of a 
second phase of improvements at the 
8th Grade Center and the construction 
of Elementary No. 12 in the northeast 
quadrant of the district. 

The first phase of construction at the 
8th Grade Center, which included a new 
media center, new classrooms, science 
labs and refurbishing, was finished in 
November. The second phase will 
involve the renovation of all the class
rooms and hallways, including new car
pet and tile and the addition of 11 class
rooms. Additional landscaping and exte
rior work to the building will spruce up 
the school even more. 

Adjacent to the 8th Grade Center, a new 
4,000-square-foot facility will be con
structed for both boys and girls soccer 
teams and will include public restrooms, 
weight rooms, storage and offices. The 
project is expected to be finished this 
spring. 

,vieanwhile, Elementary No. 12, located at 
13 702 E. 46th Place South, is slated to 
open for the 2006-2007 school year. All 
the slabs have been poured, most of the 
steel work has been finished and block 
walls for the kitchen and gymnasium are 
being erected. The new school will be 
approximately 72,000 square feet and 
will have 30 classrooms, a cafeteria, 
gymnasium, kitchen, science classroom, 
computer lab, art room and music room. 

Good Turnout 
at Higher Learning Nite 

Organizers were pleased with the num
ber of participants at a recent Union 
Intermediate High School information 
night. The purpose was to explain the 
merits of the Oklahoma Higher Learning 
Access Program (OHLAP) to Hispanic 
parents and the Hispanic community. 

The OHLAP program awards full scholar
ships to immigrant students if they meet 
certain academic, behavioral and finan
cial need requirements . For many 

ispanic students, OHLAP assistance is 
lecessary to attend college. 

Union officials said the program stress
es the importance of staying in school 
and that college is an option if they 
apply themselves academically. 

Jarman fifth graders 
Justin Robertson, Connor 
Nichols, Mack Leftwich 
and Daniel Keesh do 
their best to blow into 
didgeridoos, Australian 
musical instruments, 
after a brief lesson by 
retired doctor ]ames 
Arnold of Midwest City. 

Arnold, who has traveled 
to and extensively 
researched Australia, 
visited ]ill Fitts' academ
ic enrichment classes at 
Jarman. 

New Concepts Introduced to Serve Students 

From home rooms to houses, Union 
schools are trying out new concepts to 
better serve students. 

Union High School is experimenting with 
the concept of home rooms this year in 
an attempt to improve the academic and 
social skills of its students. It's called 
"Union Time." 

The idea, explained Principal Dave 
Stauffer, is for students to get to know 
their "Union Time" teacher very well and 
for the teacher to get to know the inter
ests, requirements and goals of each stu
dent. The teacher also has a chance to · 
closely monitor progress, provide the 
academic assistance and other support 
the student needs. 

A committee, which include teachers 
Cheryl Milligan, JJ Jedamski and linda 
Coyne, is modifying the concept as the 
program continues, Stauffer said, 
explaining the concept is very new to the 
school but one they hope will help stu
dents achieve their goals . 

The Union 8th Grade Center is trying 
out a different concept - dividing the 

· school into houses: Cambridge and 
Oxford - in a united attempt by faculty 
and staff to come up with creative solu
tions to different concerns. 

Administrators, teachers and suppor t 
personnel come together in their respec
tive houses to voice opinions and con
cerns about issues relevant and signifi
cant to educating nearly 1,200 eighth 
grade students. 

Issues are prioritized into short- and 
long-term problems with the short-term 
problems addressed first. 

Already this year, one of the 'Houses' re
named the 8th Grade Center's after
school tutoring program "The 
Homework Club"- a subtle change-with 
a big impact on perception. Another 
'House' created the idea for a rubber 
stamp to be used in place of specialized 
ZAP (Zeros Aren't Permitted) forms, sav
ing the district paper and printing costs. 

Members of the Union 
Intermediate BPA (Business 
Professionals of America) 
traveled to Oklahoma City 
recently to participate in 
the statewide fall leadership 
conference. The keynote 
speaker for the event was 
Stewart Kennedy, the inven
tor of peanut butter slices. 
His talk was "Get Up! Get 
Over! Get On!" The officers 
attended various workshops 
to enhance their leadership 
skills. Pictured are (left to 
right) Amy Zaveri, 
Stephanie Fulton; (middle 
row) Abby Blunt, Micah 
Hall Katie Kincaid; and 
(back) Ethan Hopper, Molli 
Coughenour and Melinda 
Carpenter. 
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Spirit Teams 
Big Winners 

Coach Named to National Wrestling Hall of Fame 

Union spirit teams came out big winners 
during the first ever Frontier Valley 
Conference Championship this fall at 
the UMAC. 

Varsity Cheer, Varsity Porn, 
Highsteppers, JV Cheer, JV Porn, JV 
Dance, 9th Grade Cheer, and 8th Grade 
Grade Dance (Jazz) were named confer
ence champions. The 9th Grade Porn 
were named co-conference champions 
with the team from Jenks. Conference 
runner-ups included 8th Grade Porn and 
8th .grade Cheer. Later, the Varsity 
Cheer team won third place in state 
competition. 

Steve Dunlap, 
assistant director of 
athletics, received 
the "Lifetime Ser
vice to Wrestling" 
award from the 
National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame and 
the Oklahoma 
Chapter. Steve Dunlap 

Dunlap joins a class of Oklahoma hon
orees that includes Paul Ameen, ]. Carl 
Guymon, Bill Harlow and Jack 
McCutchen. Dunlap will be permanent
ly recognized at the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame and Museum in Stillwater. 

Union Volleyball Team Receives OSSAA 
Distinguished Academic Plaque 

The Union High School Volleyball team has been selected for the Oklahoma Secondary 
Schools Activities Association (OSSAA) Distinguished Academic Plaque for the 2005 
season. "Our team qualified for this award by having a minimum 3.5 cumulative 
grade point average and being ranked in the upper 10 percent of their class," 
Athletics Director Bill Blankenship said. "It is refreshing to see academic accomplish
ments along with athletic success." 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

More than two brothers 
having words... The 
Union High School drama 
department production of 
The Illusion won first 
place by unanimous deci· 
sion at the Regional One· 
Act Play competition this 
fall. In addition, five cast 
members were named to 
the All-Star Cast (three in 
the top five). The All-Star 
cast members are the top 
1 0 actors chosen from the 
six competing plays. The 
students selected were: 
1st and 2nd, brothers 
Kevin and jackson 
Currie, 4th, Katie Mileur, 
7th, Angela Taylor, and 
9th, Kyle Gipson. The 
lntermediate High School 
drama department also 
earned high praise for its 
production of Neil 
Simon's Rumors, directed 
by Christina jenkins. Two 
different casts performed 
the play. 

Dunlap, a successful wrestling coach 
from Broken Arrow High School, joined. 
Union in 2002. During his tenure at 
BAHS, Dunlap led the Tigers to seven 
state championship titles, amassing an 
impressive 289-60 overall win-loss 
record and earning four national top ten 
rankings by USA Today. In addition, 
Dunlap founded, directed and coached 
the Broken Arrow USA Wrestling spring 
and summer programs. 

Dunlap earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in fiealth and Physical Education 
from the University of Central 
Oklahoma and completed his Master of 
Education Administration degree at 
Northeastern State University in 2004. 

Before joining Broken Arrow schools, he 
. taught and coached at Edmond Public 
Schools, where he served on the 
wrestling and football staffs. 

closings 


