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Union Captures Second State Football Championship and National Attention 

The Union Redskins capped a brilliant 
year on the gridiron when the national
ly-ranked football team beat the Jenks 
Trojans in the state championship 27-
17, earning Union its second 6A state 
championship in three years. 

When its final rankings were 
announced, USA Today declared Union 
High School as the 19th best football 
team in the nation. 

ed playing like we 
have been playing 
all season long," 
said Union coach 
Bill Blankenship, 
who has led his 
team to' six state 
final appearances 
in the last 11 
years. 

It was the first time Union had beaten 
the powerhouse team from Jenks in a 
state match, having lost all four of its 
playoff encounters against Jenks since 
1998. But in December, Union snapped 
Jenks' 22-game winning streak to claim 
the state crown. 

Union won its first 
6A state champi
onship in 2002 
against the Broken 
Arrow Tigers, and 
won the Class C 
crown in 1963. 

An award winner 

Members of the Redskin football team proudly hold the state championship 
football trophy during an assembly to present the trophy to Principal Dave 
Stauffer. 

It was a proud moment for Union and 
for Union head football coach Bill 
Blankenship. "Once we got past that 
first quarter in the state game, it was 
like the light bulb went on and we start-

himself, Blankenship also received the ]. 
V. Haney Community Service Award for 
his coaching success and his communi
ty service. Blankenship is involved in a 
number of community organizations. In 

his 20-plus years as a high school foot
ball coach, he has delivered a positive 
·and dependable approach to serving 
and promoting local sports. 

Union Spirit Squads Win State and National Awards 

A sense of spirit has long been a part 
of the Union tradition and so have the 
awards the spirit teams rack up each 
year. This year has been no exception. 

The JV Cheer won first place in the 
nation at the Universal Cheer 
Association (UCA) National High 
School Cheerleading Championships 
in Orlando, Florida, while Varsity 
Cheer won 1Oth place in the medium 
varsity division. The cheer competi
tion will air on ESPN2 in May. 

Varsity Porn won lOth place in the 
large varsity porn division at the 

Varsity cheerleaders won sec
ond place in SA Cheer at the 
Oklahoma Secondary School: 
Activities Association (OSSAA, 
competition, first place in the 
medium varsity vision at the 
Universal Cheerleaders Asso
ciation (UCA) Midwest 
Regional, while JV Cheer took 
first place. 

Universal Dance Association (UCA) The Union Shining Stars Junior Varsity Dance Team took first 
National Dance Team Championships place during the 2004 Oklahoma State Dance Team 

The Shining Stars also won 
awards, winning the Officers 
Silver Sweepstakes, Team Gold 
Sweepstakes, Team Super 
Sweepstakes, Team Best in 
Class and JV Novelty Division 
at the Crowd Pleasers DFW 
Showcase, in Dallas, and winin Orlando, Fla., while JV Porn took Championships in Oklahoma City. 

third in the JV hip hop division and sev- was named state champions in the Kick 
enth in the JV porn division. The porn Division by the Oklahoma State Dance 
competition will air on ESPN2 in April. Team Directors Association, and took 

For the 25th year in a row, the Union 
Highsteppers won a state title; the team 
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third in the Jazz Division. Both Varsity 
Porn and JV Porn were named state 
champions in their divisions. 

ning the Gussie ·Nell Davis Award, • 
Judges Award for Jazz, Judges Award 
for Kick, Winner's Circle and Best in 
Class for the JV officers at the 
American Dance/ Drill Team Kansas 
Spectacular in Olathe, Kansas. 
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2004-2005 Union Teacher 
of the Year Announced 

Judy Rowell, a history teacher at 
Union Intermediate High 
School, was named the 2004-
2005 Union Public School 
Teacher of the Year. 
Rowell and the other 
school site Teacher of the 
Year winners were recog
nized during a reception in 
their honor at the Union 
6th/7th Grade Center. For 
more information, 
www.unionps.org. 

Preschool/Kindergarten 
Enrollment 

Enrollment for 2005-2006 preschool 
and kindergarten will begin in April dur
ing Union's annual "round-up" at the 
Enrollment Center located in the 
Extended Education Building, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave, directly north of the 
Education Service Center. Round-up 
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Children who are at least four years old 
on or before September 1 will be placed 
in the preschool program on a space
available basis. Children who are at least 
five years old on or before September 1 
will be placed in the kindergarten pro
gram. If your child is currently attend
ing Union's preschool program, you do 
not need to re-enroll for kindergarten. 
Parents will need to furnish their child's 
certified birth certificate, current shot 
records, and current proof of residence 
(electric, gas or water bill). 

Round-up days for specific attendance 
areas are: April 5 - Andersen, April 6 -
Boevers & Briarglen, April 7 - Cedar 
Ridge, April 12 - Clark, April 13 -
Darnaby, April 14 - Grove, April 19 -
Jarman, April 20 - McAuliffe, April 21 -
Moore and April 26 - Peters. A special 
evening makeup session for all school 
sites will be Tuesday, April 26, from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. If you are unable to par
ticipate in the round-up, you may enroll 
during summer enrollment which starts 
May 2. 

On the Cover 
Swing When You're Winning- Union fresh· 
man Nathan Pharr and sophomore Nicole 
Schultz, members of the Union High School 
Swing Choir, entertain juniors and seniors 
during a pep assembly for the Union-Jenks 
state championship football game. Union 
later beat jenks 27-17. The Swing Choir is 
under the direction of Laura Cowan. 

The 2004·2005 Building Level Teachers of the Year are, (left to right) Lisa VanLandingham, Moore, 
multiage; Marilyn Chronister, Andersen, fourth; Rod Ackmann, Clark, music; Debbie Steen, Peters, 
third; Angela Hefley, Seventh Grade Center, science; Glenn Howard, Eighth Grade Center, computer 
applications/broadcast journalism; Kari Eddy, Cedar Ridge, fourth; Brenda Robinson, Grove, multi
age/ULit; Gary Pinkerton, Union High School, language arts; Leah McCullough, McAuliffe, multiage; 
judy Rowell, Intermediate, history; Ted Auwen, Boevers, music; Paige Bergin, Jarman, fi{rh; Michael 
Murray, Union Alternative School, math/science; Rita Wade, Briarglen, fourth; Mary Bauer, 
Darnaby, fourth; and ]an Green, language arts, sixth. 

Night School Becomes Evening Academy 

When one thinks of 
makeovers, he or she 
may be talking about 
the myriad of reality 
shows flooding the 
airwaves, from new 
fashions to new 
houses to plastic sur
gery. But it's the 
minds of young stu
dents that concerns 
Union the most. 

A student who fails a 
class can try to earn 
that class credit at the 
Evening Academy or 
take a competen 
test. Naylor said tl 
test works for sonlL 
students who retain 
the material from the 
class but have failed 
because they haven't 
turned in the neces
sary assignments. 

Taking a cue from his 
students, Art Naylor, 
Coordinator of Night 
and Summer School, 
has reorganized the 
night school pro-
gram. 

Students meet in 
four-hour sessions 
once a week for a 
month for each class. 
The former program 

Don't call it night school. These students are 
part of an effort to make over the program had them meeting 
into the Union Evening Academy, placing a twice a week for two 

"Night school is positive emphasis on a{rer·hours learning. hours each. Students 
Pictured (left to right) are: Brittany 

gone," Naylor said. Cunningham, Jamie Kirby, Tiffany Hobbs, who need to make up 
"We are calling it the David McCarey, Chauncey Payne, jose one class only have to 
Union Evening Ibarra and Crystal Magana. give up one night a 
Academy." The name comes after care- week, Naylor said. It also helps them to 
ful consideration by staff and a com- focus. "I think it is better-guided prac-
rnittee of students, who believe the new tice," he said. "And it better fits in with 
name is more positive and removes con- the block program they use in the alter-
notations of punishment and failure native school and the summer school." 
some associate with "night school." 

The push will continue in the summer 
as well as students from both the sec
ondary high schools and the Union 
Alternative School receive more individ
ual attention from instructors in a set
ting that - for some - is more suited to 
them than a regular classroom. 

Union High School Principal Dave 
Stauffer said the program is adapted to 
meet the needs of the students, and the 
district is encouraging students as ear1 

as the ninth grade to use the Evenin. 
Academy to make up class credits. "Just 
because you fail doesn't mean you're a 
failure," Naylor said. 
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Union Public Schools Gives Drug and Violence Survey 

ION 
Grat»fatim-1 Celebratim-1 

Volunteers and business contributions 
are being sought to help stage the 12th 
Annual Union Graduation Celebration, 
which provides Union High School 2005 
seniors with a safe, drug- and alcohol
free environment in which to celebrate 
the completion of high school. 

The event will be held May 13 at 
Incredible Pizza Company, following 
commencement. This will be the first 
time the event has been held off cam
pus, promising a night of even more fun 
and security. The all-night party will 
include plenty of games, food, enter
tainment and prizes. Graduation can be 
one of the most dangerous nights in the 
lives of young people. Graduation 
Celebration is designed to provide them 
with a safe alternative. Donations to 
help fund activities will entitle the sup
porter's or corporation's name to be 
prominently displayed at the event. 

A committee is assembling memory 
boards with pictures of graduates from 
their years at Union, including class pic
tures and pictures from any and all 
groups. The pictures can be copied and 
left for pick up at either Mailboxes Etc. 
at lOlst and Mingo or The UPS Store at 
9lst and Sheridan. If you have ques
tions, please call Debbie Myers at 254-
1152. 

To become a sponsor, please call 
Debbie Brummett at 294-3102. To vol
unteer, please call Nona Nordstog at 
249-1274. Donations may be mailed 
to Union Graduation Celebration, c/ o 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, 
Tulsa, OK, 74133. The 2005 graduates 
thank you! 

Every other year the district meets the 
requirements of its Drug-Free and Safe 
Schools Grant by anonymously survey
ing students in fifth through twelfth 
grades. Questions on the survey con
cern drug use, safety, violence and 
other issues. Students do not sign or 
respond in any way that would disclose 
their identity, and participation is on a 
voluntary basis. This year's survey will 
be administered on April 1 or 4. 

This survey was developed internally by 
Union's Local Advisory Committee 
which consists of students, staff, par
ents and community representatives. 
Parents who would like to preview the 
survey should contact their students' 
school office. Parents who do not want 
their children to participate in the sur
vey should send a memo to school. 

D-FY Project 
Raises 
Funds 

Participants exceed
ed all expectations 
during Union's 
Character Counts Project to raise money 
to purchase gifts and food for needy 
families for the holidays. The effort was 
coordinated through the Drug-Free 
Youth (D-FY) organization and involved 
alll6 schools in the district. 

"This year, we raised approximately 
$50,000 to purchase gifts for 1,400 chil
dren and food for 340 families; 1,340 of 
the children were from the Union School 
District and 60 were from a local foster 
therapeutic treatment care center," said 
Student Assistance Program Coordina
tor Danny Williams. The program is 
centered arotmd the character quality of 
"caring." 

Time To Check On Proficiency-Based Promotion 
Testing Dates 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PBP) provides the opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeavors by subject, course and/or grade level based 
upon mastery of the Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) objectives. 
Proficiency-Based Promotion is intended to serve those students enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be met by following the traditional timetable and 
sequence but who require promotion beyond current placement. 

During each school year, Union students have two opportunities to participate in the 
process. Testing will occur at each school during the month of April. Please contact 
your child's counselor to request an application and to learn when testing will be 
administered at that site. The second opportunity for testing will be during the sum
mer in July. The schedule for summer testing will be published before the school 
year concludes. 

Parents may contact Student Assistance 
and Program Coordinator Danny 
.Williams at 461-4252 with any ques
tions regarding the survey process. 

Wesam Keesh and Elizabeth Hullinger were 
named Mr. and Miss Union, the highest honor 
bestowed on a Union student, recognizing 
well-rounded students who excel in several 
areas of student life. The award is based on 
a combination of academics, extra-curricular 
involvement and student vote. 

Evelyn Roberts, an enrichment specialist at 
Moore Elementary was named the Elementary 
Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence winner. 
Pictured with Roberts are some of her enrich
ment students, (clockwise, beginning lower 
right) jacob Plett, Allen Shih, Angela Cai, 
Taylor Fratzke and Brianne Mobley. 

The Medals of Excellence, presented each 
year, are the top education honors in the 
state. The Foundation for Excellence honors 
teachers, students and education programs 
from public schools across the state. All six 
winners receive $7,500, and their respective 
schools get an additional $1,000. 
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The best seats in the house! Union 
High School teacher Andy Erwin and 
wife, Ch. 6 morning anchor LeAnne 

test one of the four Union 
-~rul••;,.,,...,,.,<o Activity Center arena 

eats, the naming rights to which 
.¥ere auctioned during the Union 
Schools Education Foundation's 
February 26 celebration at the 
Renaissance Hotel. LeAnne was the 
emcee for the dinner and auction 
that netted more than $68,000 for 
classroom grants. Patrons may now 
purchase name plates for any of the 
UMAC's nearly 6,000 seats. They 
may be purchased in honor of indi
viduals, families, graduating classes, 
teams, organizations, schools, etc. 
For more information, call the Union 
Education Service Center at 459-
5432. 

Wellness· Center to Offer 
Classes in Healthy Living 

The SouthCrest Wellness and Sports 
Medicine Center will offer "Healthy 
Living Classes - Fun Family Fitness" at 
6:30 p.m. April 25, at the Union 
Multipurpose Activity Center, 6836 S. 
Mingo Road. 

Presented by pediatrician Dr. Scott 
Cyrus, the class focuses on the family 
and how good exercise and fitness helps 
the family to stay together. With the rap
. ly rising rates in childhood obesity, it 

more important than ever to teach 
..:hildren fun ways to maintain a healthy 
and active lifestyle. 

Also joining Dr. Cyrus will be John 
Taylor from the SouthCrest Wellness 
and Sports Medicine Center with a fami
ly obstacle course to get everyone on 
the right fitness track. Call 294-DOCS 
to register. 

Upcoming classes: 
Monday, May 16-

Your Kids Are What They Eat 
Monday, June 20 -

Summer Sports Safety 
Monday, July 18 - Living with Diabetes 
Monday, August 22- Backpack Safety 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 0~7 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave. , Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. H is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethell is Communications Executive Director/ 
~ditor . The Communicator staff includes 

anie Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike 
/ore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. 

l 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305. 

,.,.. ~·· ., . . . 

We Bee Grateful! 

Union voters in the February 8 elec
tion chose to "Bee the Builders" by 
passing a bond issue enabling the 
completion of Elementary #12 and 
remodeling at the Union Eighth Grade 
Center. The overwhelming yes vote 
also means districtwide maintenance, 
textbooks, musical instruments, spir
it/athletic uniforms, computers/ soft
ware and equipment. 

Thanks for your support! 

New Health Clinic Opens at Clark Elementary 

The new Union Public Schools Bedlam 
School-Based Health Clinic opened its 
doors January 12 at Roy Clark . . 

ships. 

According to Union Superin,tendent 
Cathy Burden, "Students who ree,_eive 
regular medical checkups and nave 
access to quality medical care are less 
likely to be absent from school and 
more likely to succeed academically 
than those who, for whatever reason, 
cannot access health care." 

Burden said, "Our partnership with the 
University of Oklahoma and Bedlam 
Campus Community Health Services is 
going to provide tremendous benefits 
for Clark students and their families at 
rr0 cost ~o the district." 

one full-

"Because it has worked so well at Mark 
:r.wain and Eugene Field, we decided to 
move into Union," said Gaudet. "The 
Union administration and staff have 
been enthusiastic supporters and were 
eager to open the clinic at Roy Clark." 

Clark's RN judy Ford comforts second-grader Marquis Goodou, who is suffering from an earache, in 
the new Bedlam School-Based Health Clinic located at Clark. 
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Union ]ROTC Ranks High in State Competition 

Union High School's fine arts department, 
including drama, band, orchestra and vocals, 
presented West Side Story February 3-5, 
earning rave reviews for its students and 
director Troy Powell and musical director 
Laura Cowan. Starring jon Henry as Tony, 
Rachael Cain .as Maria, (both pictured 
above,) Pete Brennan as Riff and Mallorie 
Rodak as Anita, the famous musical by 
Stephen Sondheim and Leonard Bernstein is a 
famous re-working of Shakespeare's Romeo 
and juliet that gave Union students a chance 
to showcase their dancing, vocal, acting and 
instrumental prowess - as well as highlight 
their artistic sensibilities through a creative 
stage production. 

The Union High School Air Force Jr. 
ROTC Drill Team is among the top after 
competition with 3 7 other schools in the 
SEC Oklahoma Invitational Drill Meet in 
Oklahoma City's Cox Business 
Convention Center recently. 

Under the direction of LtCol Ron McCool 
(Ret) and SMSgt Dan Snow (Ret), Union 
team members placed 4th overall 
among teams from Oklahoma and four 
other states. The team placed 3rd over
all among Oklahoma teams and 2nd 
overall among Air Force ]ROTC units. 
This was quite a feat considering that 
the Union program is only three years 
old and in their second year of competi
tion at drill meets. They were compet
ing with schools that have more than 25 
years of experience. 

Individual teams earning trophies were 
as follows: 1st place in First Year 
Regulation, commanded by Cadet 
Airman 1st Class Lyndsey Taylor; 2nd 
place in , Color Guard Unarmed com
manded by Cadet Senior Master 
Sergeant Matt McCasland, and 3rd place 
in Facsimile Exhibition commanded by 

Intermediate & Jarman Students "Mix It Up" 
Cliques are 
part of teen
age life and 
young peo
ple often see 
themselves 
restricted b.y 
social boun-
daries 
how 

and 
other 

young peo-
ple view 
them. So 
Union Inter-

to meet new 
people. 
Teachers also 
had a new lunch 
schedule and 
followed spe
cialized lesson 
plans. 

mediate 
High School, 

it Intermediate assistant principal Gart Morris hands forms out 
to student leaders for Mix It Up Day. The student leaders 
passed the forms out, encouraging classmates to meet other 
people, fill out the forms and learn about other people in their 
school. 

During lunch, 
students in the 
lunch line 
received a form 
and ins truc
tions and were 
asked to talk to 
five people they 
didn't know. 
The forms were 

"mixed 
up." 

As part of placed into a 
drawing. Educators hope the experience 
is enlightening to students and helps 
them make new friends. 

National Mix It Up Day, Intermediate 
students got out of their comfort zone 
to step out and meet new people. A 
recent survey of students at the school 
found that 70 percent named the cafete
ria as the school setting where social 
boundaries are most clearly drawn, and 
a majority of the students described 
their school as "quick to put people into 
categories." 

Mixing it up, students went to lunch at 
different periods and were encouraged 

At Jarman, third graders were encour
aged to meet someone new as well. "We 
did this last year, and it went smoothly," 
counselor Vickie Borum said. "Third 
graders sat at their normal tables but 
sat according to their birthdays." The 
lunch gave the students a chance to talk 
to students from different classrooms 
and meet new people. 

Cadet Command Chief Master Sergeant 
Kody Fry. Union fielded several teams 
comprised of thirty eight members. 

The Union AFJROTC unit will be host
ing its first Drill Meet on April 9 in the 
UMAC, 6836 S. Mingo. The meet will 
bring units from across the state as well 
as possibly other surrounding states. 
The meet will be open to the public. 

Curtains Please! - Brittnee Cooks, Gina 
Quirarte, Brittany Yarwood, Amanda Gange, 
pictured from top to bottom, were among 
hundreds of secondary students from the 8th 
Grade Center to the High School, who con
verged on the 6th/ 7th Grade Center for the 
annual Drug-Free Youth invasion, encourag
ing students to stay away from drugs, alcohol 
and tobacco. 

Dr. Burden Named 
As A National 

Top-10 
Tech-Savvy 

Superintendent 
of the Year 

Dr. Cathy Burden has been named one 
of the 2004 Tech-Savvy Superintendents 
of the Year by eSchool News, a news 
publication which focuses on K-12 
schools and technology. 

Burden was honored with nine other 
national honorees in San Antonio, 
Texas, to commemorate this outstand
ing achievement and show of support 
for their ongoing commitment to the 
effective use of technology in the 
nation's schools. 
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II 

"Christmas in 
1944" was a 
wonderful trib
ute to what some 
say was the 
"greatest genera
tion" - the World 
War II genera
tion. This year, 
Peters had a spe
cial PowerPoint 
presentation that 
honored all vet
erans. A small 
group of surviv
ing Pearl Harbor 
veterans were in 
the audience as 
special guests 
that day. 

Briarglen students wait for directions (rom 
art teacher John Zafares on the making of a 
flag for a special assembly in honor of veter
ans. 

Sir Barry (Barry Owens) 
"knights" a Grove student 
for exhibiting the positive 
character trait of respon
sibility during a recent 
Character Counts assem
bly at Grove. Owens is vis
iting Grove throughout 
the year for the school's 
Character Counts assem
blies. Owens is part of the 
Knights of the Guild, an 
organization that teaches 
young people about 
honor and other good 
character traits, and how 
to become leaders. "We 
use knights because they 
are symbols of good and 
all that is right," Owens 
explained. 

Members of 
Andersen 
Sound perform 
for residents at 
Forest Hills 
Assisted Living 
Center during 
the holiday sea
son. julie 
Shadle is the 
music instruc
tor. 

From t Ile _ntaries 

Greg Comfort, an Indian dancer of Cherokee 
and Shawnee descent, talks to students at 
Jarman Elementary about his clothing and 
Indian customs. Comfort dances with the 
Indian group associated with the Shriners -
all over the country. His entire regalia is 
handmade - either by him or by his elders. 
Comfort is a also Tulsa police officer. 

Summer School S1hedule Announced 

Elementary summer school will be held at ~cAuliffe Elementary, 6515 S. Garnett and will 
run May 31- June 23, Mondays through Thusdays, 8: 30a.m. to 11:30 a.m., and July 5 - 21, 
Mondays through Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. to ll:30 a.m. More information about summer 
school will be announced later this springand will be posted on the district 's web site 
www.unionps.org. 

Marine Shane 
Hannaford, right, 
was Cedar Ridge 
E l ementary 
School's honored 
guest at its 
Veterans Day 
Assemb l y. 
Hannaford is a 
member of the 
2/5 Fox Company 
Marines stationed 
in Ramadi, Iraq. 
Hannaford was 
wounded in the 
fighting and 
talked to students 
about the war and 
the people in Iraq. 
He is pictured 
here with fellow 
Marine Matthew 
Stiner and Ty 
Pfeiffer, fifth 
grade class presi
dent. 

Courtesy of Fidelity 
Moving Systems, an 
agent of United Va n 
Lines, about 50 
McAuliffe fifth grade 
students were involved 
with Discover 
America®-- a program 
which enables children 
nationwide to "tour" 
and study the geogra
phy and history of var
ious U.S. cities through
out the school year. 
The students also "visit
ed" other cities. In 
addition, students 
could keep track of 
"Drive Dave" via the 
Internet. Fidelity 
Moving Systems sent 
one of its drivers to 
McAuliffe and students 
got to tour the van and 
have lunch inside. 

II 

Peggy Brennan, a Cherokee 
basket weaver, visited fourth 
graders at Briarglen 
Elementary School to discuss 
traditional Cherokee basket 
weaving and the Cherokee's 
heritage. She is the aunt of 
fourth grade teacher Aaron 
Parsons. Brennan visited 
each fourth-grade class. 

Moore multiage teacher Lisa VanLandingham 
visits with Tyler Ingram during a classroom 
break. 
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out the school year. 
The students also "visit
ed" other cities. In 
addition, students 
could keep track of 
"Drive Dave" via the 
Internet. Fidelity 
Moving Systems sent 
one of its drivers to 
McAuliffe and students 
got to tour the van and 
have lunch inside. 

II 

Peggy Brennan, a Cherokee 
basket weaver, visited fourth 
graders at Briarglen 
Elementary School to discuss 
traditional Cherokee basket 
weaving and the Cherokee's 
heritage. She is the aunt of 
fourth grade teacher Aaron 
Parsons. Brennan visited 
each fourth-grade class. 

Moore multiage teacher Lisa VanLandingham 
visits with Tyler Ingram during a classroom 
break. 
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The best seats in the house! Union 
High School teacher Andy Erwin and 
wife, Ch. 6 morning anchor LeAnne 

test one of the four Union 
-~rul••;,.,,...,,.,<o Activity Center arena 

eats, the naming rights to which 
.¥ere auctioned during the Union 
Schools Education Foundation's 
February 26 celebration at the 
Renaissance Hotel. LeAnne was the 
emcee for the dinner and auction 
that netted more than $68,000 for 
classroom grants. Patrons may now 
purchase name plates for any of the 
UMAC's nearly 6,000 seats. They 
may be purchased in honor of indi
viduals, families, graduating classes, 
teams, organizations, schools, etc. 
For more information, call the Union 
Education Service Center at 459-
5432. 

Wellness· Center to Offer 
Classes in Healthy Living 

The SouthCrest Wellness and Sports 
Medicine Center will offer "Healthy 
Living Classes - Fun Family Fitness" at 
6:30 p.m. April 25, at the Union 
Multipurpose Activity Center, 6836 S. 
Mingo Road. 

Presented by pediatrician Dr. Scott 
Cyrus, the class focuses on the family 
and how good exercise and fitness helps 
the family to stay together. With the rap
. ly rising rates in childhood obesity, it 

more important than ever to teach 
..:hildren fun ways to maintain a healthy 
and active lifestyle. 

Also joining Dr. Cyrus will be John 
Taylor from the SouthCrest Wellness 
and Sports Medicine Center with a fami
ly obstacle course to get everyone on 
the right fitness track. Call 294-DOCS 
to register. 

Upcoming classes: 
Monday, May 16-

Your Kids Are What They Eat 
Monday, June 20 -

Summer Sports Safety 
Monday, July 18 - Living with Diabetes 
Monday, August 22- Backpack Safety 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 0~7 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave. , Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. H is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethell is Communications Executive Director/ 
~ditor . The Communicator staff includes 

anie Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike 
/ore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. 

l 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305. 

,.,.. ~·· ., . . . 

We Bee Grateful! 

Union voters in the February 8 elec
tion chose to "Bee the Builders" by 
passing a bond issue enabling the 
completion of Elementary #12 and 
remodeling at the Union Eighth Grade 
Center. The overwhelming yes vote 
also means districtwide maintenance, 
textbooks, musical instruments, spir
it/athletic uniforms, computers/ soft
ware and equipment. 

Thanks for your support! 

New Health Clinic Opens at Clark Elementary 

The new Union Public Schools Bedlam 
School-Based Health Clinic opened its 
doors January 12 at Roy Clark . . 

ships. 

According to Union Superin,tendent 
Cathy Burden, "Students who ree,_eive 
regular medical checkups and nave 
access to quality medical care are less 
likely to be absent from school and 
more likely to succeed academically 
than those who, for whatever reason, 
cannot access health care." 

Burden said, "Our partnership with the 
University of Oklahoma and Bedlam 
Campus Community Health Services is 
going to provide tremendous benefits 
for Clark students and their families at 
rr0 cost ~o the district." 

one full-

"Because it has worked so well at Mark 
:r.wain and Eugene Field, we decided to 
move into Union," said Gaudet. "The 
Union administration and staff have 
been enthusiastic supporters and were 
eager to open the clinic at Roy Clark." 

Clark's RN judy Ford comforts second-grader Marquis Goodou, who is suffering from an earache, in 
the new Bedlam School-Based Health Clinic located at Clark. 
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Union ]ROTC Ranks High in State Competition 

Union High School's fine arts department, 
including drama, band, orchestra and vocals, 
presented West Side Story February 3-5, 
earning rave reviews for its students and 
director Troy Powell and musical director 
Laura Cowan. Starring jon Henry as Tony, 
Rachael Cain .as Maria, (both pictured 
above,) Pete Brennan as Riff and Mallorie 
Rodak as Anita, the famous musical by 
Stephen Sondheim and Leonard Bernstein is a 
famous re-working of Shakespeare's Romeo 
and juliet that gave Union students a chance 
to showcase their dancing, vocal, acting and 
instrumental prowess - as well as highlight 
their artistic sensibilities through a creative 
stage production. 

The Union High School Air Force Jr. 
ROTC Drill Team is among the top after 
competition with 3 7 other schools in the 
SEC Oklahoma Invitational Drill Meet in 
Oklahoma City's Cox Business 
Convention Center recently. 

Under the direction of LtCol Ron McCool 
(Ret) and SMSgt Dan Snow (Ret), Union 
team members placed 4th overall 
among teams from Oklahoma and four 
other states. The team placed 3rd over
all among Oklahoma teams and 2nd 
overall among Air Force ]ROTC units. 
This was quite a feat considering that 
the Union program is only three years 
old and in their second year of competi
tion at drill meets. They were compet
ing with schools that have more than 25 
years of experience. 

Individual teams earning trophies were 
as follows: 1st place in First Year 
Regulation, commanded by Cadet 
Airman 1st Class Lyndsey Taylor; 2nd 
place in , Color Guard Unarmed com
manded by Cadet Senior Master 
Sergeant Matt McCasland, and 3rd place 
in Facsimile Exhibition commanded by 

Intermediate & Jarman Students "Mix It Up" 
Cliques are 
part of teen
age life and 
young peo
ple often see 
themselves 
restricted b.y 
social boun-
daries 
how 

and 
other 

young peo-
ple view 
them. So 
Union Inter-

to meet new 
people. 
Teachers also 
had a new lunch 
schedule and 
followed spe
cialized lesson 
plans. 

mediate 
High School, 

it Intermediate assistant principal Gart Morris hands forms out 
to student leaders for Mix It Up Day. The student leaders 
passed the forms out, encouraging classmates to meet other 
people, fill out the forms and learn about other people in their 
school. 

During lunch, 
students in the 
lunch line 
received a form 
and ins truc
tions and were 
asked to talk to 
five people they 
didn't know. 
The forms were 

"mixed 
up." 

As part of placed into a 
drawing. Educators hope the experience 
is enlightening to students and helps 
them make new friends. 

National Mix It Up Day, Intermediate 
students got out of their comfort zone 
to step out and meet new people. A 
recent survey of students at the school 
found that 70 percent named the cafete
ria as the school setting where social 
boundaries are most clearly drawn, and 
a majority of the students described 
their school as "quick to put people into 
categories." 

Mixing it up, students went to lunch at 
different periods and were encouraged 

At Jarman, third graders were encour
aged to meet someone new as well. "We 
did this last year, and it went smoothly," 
counselor Vickie Borum said. "Third 
graders sat at their normal tables but 
sat according to their birthdays." The 
lunch gave the students a chance to talk 
to students from different classrooms 
and meet new people. 

Cadet Command Chief Master Sergeant 
Kody Fry. Union fielded several teams 
comprised of thirty eight members. 

The Union AFJROTC unit will be host
ing its first Drill Meet on April 9 in the 
UMAC, 6836 S. Mingo. The meet will 
bring units from across the state as well 
as possibly other surrounding states. 
The meet will be open to the public. 

Curtains Please! - Brittnee Cooks, Gina 
Quirarte, Brittany Yarwood, Amanda Gange, 
pictured from top to bottom, were among 
hundreds of secondary students from the 8th 
Grade Center to the High School, who con
verged on the 6th/ 7th Grade Center for the 
annual Drug-Free Youth invasion, encourag
ing students to stay away from drugs, alcohol 
and tobacco. 

Dr. Burden Named 
As A National 

Top-10 
Tech-Savvy 

Superintendent 
of the Year 

Dr. Cathy Burden has been named one 
of the 2004 Tech-Savvy Superintendents 
of the Year by eSchool News, a news 
publication which focuses on K-12 
schools and technology. 

Burden was honored with nine other 
national honorees in San Antonio, 
Texas, to commemorate this outstand
ing achievement and show of support 
for their ongoing commitment to the 
effective use of technology in the 
nation's schools. 
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2004-2005 Union Teacher 
of the Year Announced 

Judy Rowell, a history teacher at 
Union Intermediate High 
School, was named the 2004-
2005 Union Public School 
Teacher of the Year. 
Rowell and the other 
school site Teacher of the 
Year winners were recog
nized during a reception in 
their honor at the Union 
6th/7th Grade Center. For 
more information, 
www.unionps.org. 

Preschool/Kindergarten 
Enrollment 

Enrollment for 2005-2006 preschool 
and kindergarten will begin in April dur
ing Union's annual "round-up" at the 
Enrollment Center located in the 
Extended Education Building, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave, directly north of the 
Education Service Center. Round-up 
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Children who are at least four years old 
on or before September 1 will be placed 
in the preschool program on a space
available basis. Children who are at least 
five years old on or before September 1 
will be placed in the kindergarten pro
gram. If your child is currently attend
ing Union's preschool program, you do 
not need to re-enroll for kindergarten. 
Parents will need to furnish their child's 
certified birth certificate, current shot 
records, and current proof of residence 
(electric, gas or water bill). 

Round-up days for specific attendance 
areas are: April 5 - Andersen, April 6 -
Boevers & Briarglen, April 7 - Cedar 
Ridge, April 12 - Clark, April 13 -
Darnaby, April 14 - Grove, April 19 -
Jarman, April 20 - McAuliffe, April 21 -
Moore and April 26 - Peters. A special 
evening makeup session for all school 
sites will be Tuesday, April 26, from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. If you are unable to par
ticipate in the round-up, you may enroll 
during summer enrollment which starts 
May 2. 

On the Cover 
Swing When You're Winning- Union fresh· 
man Nathan Pharr and sophomore Nicole 
Schultz, members of the Union High School 
Swing Choir, entertain juniors and seniors 
during a pep assembly for the Union-Jenks 
state championship football game. Union 
later beat jenks 27-17. The Swing Choir is 
under the direction of Laura Cowan. 

The 2004·2005 Building Level Teachers of the Year are, (left to right) Lisa VanLandingham, Moore, 
multiage; Marilyn Chronister, Andersen, fourth; Rod Ackmann, Clark, music; Debbie Steen, Peters, 
third; Angela Hefley, Seventh Grade Center, science; Glenn Howard, Eighth Grade Center, computer 
applications/broadcast journalism; Kari Eddy, Cedar Ridge, fourth; Brenda Robinson, Grove, multi
age/ULit; Gary Pinkerton, Union High School, language arts; Leah McCullough, McAuliffe, multiage; 
judy Rowell, Intermediate, history; Ted Auwen, Boevers, music; Paige Bergin, Jarman, fi{rh; Michael 
Murray, Union Alternative School, math/science; Rita Wade, Briarglen, fourth; Mary Bauer, 
Darnaby, fourth; and ]an Green, language arts, sixth. 

Night School Becomes Evening Academy 

When one thinks of 
makeovers, he or she 
may be talking about 
the myriad of reality 
shows flooding the 
airwaves, from new 
fashions to new 
houses to plastic sur
gery. But it's the 
minds of young stu
dents that concerns 
Union the most. 

A student who fails a 
class can try to earn 
that class credit at the 
Evening Academy or 
take a competen 
test. Naylor said tl 
test works for sonlL 
students who retain 
the material from the 
class but have failed 
because they haven't 
turned in the neces
sary assignments. 

Taking a cue from his 
students, Art Naylor, 
Coordinator of Night 
and Summer School, 
has reorganized the 
night school pro-
gram. 

Students meet in 
four-hour sessions 
once a week for a 
month for each class. 
The former program 

Don't call it night school. These students are 
part of an effort to make over the program had them meeting 
into the Union Evening Academy, placing a twice a week for two 

"Night school is positive emphasis on a{rer·hours learning. hours each. Students 
Pictured (left to right) are: Brittany 

gone," Naylor said. Cunningham, Jamie Kirby, Tiffany Hobbs, who need to make up 
"We are calling it the David McCarey, Chauncey Payne, jose one class only have to 
Union Evening Ibarra and Crystal Magana. give up one night a 
Academy." The name comes after care- week, Naylor said. It also helps them to 
ful consideration by staff and a com- focus. "I think it is better-guided prac-
rnittee of students, who believe the new tice," he said. "And it better fits in with 
name is more positive and removes con- the block program they use in the alter-
notations of punishment and failure native school and the summer school." 
some associate with "night school." 

The push will continue in the summer 
as well as students from both the sec
ondary high schools and the Union 
Alternative School receive more individ
ual attention from instructors in a set
ting that - for some - is more suited to 
them than a regular classroom. 

Union High School Principal Dave 
Stauffer said the program is adapted to 
meet the needs of the students, and the 
district is encouraging students as ear1 

as the ninth grade to use the Evenin. 
Academy to make up class credits. "Just 
because you fail doesn't mean you're a 
failure," Naylor said. 
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Union Public Schools Gives Drug and Violence Survey 

ION 
Grat»fatim-1 Celebratim-1 

Volunteers and business contributions 
are being sought to help stage the 12th 
Annual Union Graduation Celebration, 
which provides Union High School 2005 
seniors with a safe, drug- and alcohol
free environment in which to celebrate 
the completion of high school. 

The event will be held May 13 at 
Incredible Pizza Company, following 
commencement. This will be the first 
time the event has been held off cam
pus, promising a night of even more fun 
and security. The all-night party will 
include plenty of games, food, enter
tainment and prizes. Graduation can be 
one of the most dangerous nights in the 
lives of young people. Graduation 
Celebration is designed to provide them 
with a safe alternative. Donations to 
help fund activities will entitle the sup
porter's or corporation's name to be 
prominently displayed at the event. 

A committee is assembling memory 
boards with pictures of graduates from 
their years at Union, including class pic
tures and pictures from any and all 
groups. The pictures can be copied and 
left for pick up at either Mailboxes Etc. 
at lOlst and Mingo or The UPS Store at 
9lst and Sheridan. If you have ques
tions, please call Debbie Myers at 254-
1152. 

To become a sponsor, please call 
Debbie Brummett at 294-3102. To vol
unteer, please call Nona Nordstog at 
249-1274. Donations may be mailed 
to Union Graduation Celebration, c/ o 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, 
Tulsa, OK, 74133. The 2005 graduates 
thank you! 

Every other year the district meets the 
requirements of its Drug-Free and Safe 
Schools Grant by anonymously survey
ing students in fifth through twelfth 
grades. Questions on the survey con
cern drug use, safety, violence and 
other issues. Students do not sign or 
respond in any way that would disclose 
their identity, and participation is on a 
voluntary basis. This year's survey will 
be administered on April 1 or 4. 

This survey was developed internally by 
Union's Local Advisory Committee 
which consists of students, staff, par
ents and community representatives. 
Parents who would like to preview the 
survey should contact their students' 
school office. Parents who do not want 
their children to participate in the sur
vey should send a memo to school. 

D-FY Project 
Raises 
Funds 

Participants exceed
ed all expectations 
during Union's 
Character Counts Project to raise money 
to purchase gifts and food for needy 
families for the holidays. The effort was 
coordinated through the Drug-Free 
Youth (D-FY) organization and involved 
alll6 schools in the district. 

"This year, we raised approximately 
$50,000 to purchase gifts for 1,400 chil
dren and food for 340 families; 1,340 of 
the children were from the Union School 
District and 60 were from a local foster 
therapeutic treatment care center," said 
Student Assistance Program Coordina
tor Danny Williams. The program is 
centered arotmd the character quality of 
"caring." 

Time To Check On Proficiency-Based Promotion 
Testing Dates 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PBP) provides the opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeavors by subject, course and/or grade level based 
upon mastery of the Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) objectives. 
Proficiency-Based Promotion is intended to serve those students enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be met by following the traditional timetable and 
sequence but who require promotion beyond current placement. 

During each school year, Union students have two opportunities to participate in the 
process. Testing will occur at each school during the month of April. Please contact 
your child's counselor to request an application and to learn when testing will be 
administered at that site. The second opportunity for testing will be during the sum
mer in July. The schedule for summer testing will be published before the school 
year concludes. 

Parents may contact Student Assistance 
and Program Coordinator Danny 
.Williams at 461-4252 with any ques
tions regarding the survey process. 

Wesam Keesh and Elizabeth Hullinger were 
named Mr. and Miss Union, the highest honor 
bestowed on a Union student, recognizing 
well-rounded students who excel in several 
areas of student life. The award is based on 
a combination of academics, extra-curricular 
involvement and student vote. 

Evelyn Roberts, an enrichment specialist at 
Moore Elementary was named the Elementary 
Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence winner. 
Pictured with Roberts are some of her enrich
ment students, (clockwise, beginning lower 
right) jacob Plett, Allen Shih, Angela Cai, 
Taylor Fratzke and Brianne Mobley. 

The Medals of Excellence, presented each 
year, are the top education honors in the 
state. The Foundation for Excellence honors 
teachers, students and education programs 
from public schools across the state. All six 
winners receive $7,500, and their respective 
schools get an additional $1,000. 
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Union Captures Second State Football Championship and National Attention 

The Union Redskins capped a brilliant 
year on the gridiron when the national
ly-ranked football team beat the Jenks 
Trojans in the state championship 27-
17, earning Union its second 6A state 
championship in three years. 

When its final rankings were 
announced, USA Today declared Union 
High School as the 19th best football 
team in the nation. 

ed playing like we 
have been playing 
all season long," 
said Union coach 
Bill Blankenship, 
who has led his 
team to' six state 
final appearances 
in the last 11 
years. 

It was the first time Union had beaten 
the powerhouse team from Jenks in a 
state match, having lost all four of its 
playoff encounters against Jenks since 
1998. But in December, Union snapped 
Jenks' 22-game winning streak to claim 
the state crown. 

Union won its first 
6A state champi
onship in 2002 
against the Broken 
Arrow Tigers, and 
won the Class C 
crown in 1963. 

An award winner 

Members of the Redskin football team proudly hold the state championship 
football trophy during an assembly to present the trophy to Principal Dave 
Stauffer. 

It was a proud moment for Union and 
for Union head football coach Bill 
Blankenship. "Once we got past that 
first quarter in the state game, it was 
like the light bulb went on and we start-

himself, Blankenship also received the ]. 
V. Haney Community Service Award for 
his coaching success and his communi
ty service. Blankenship is involved in a 
number of community organizations. In 

his 20-plus years as a high school foot
ball coach, he has delivered a positive 
·and dependable approach to serving 
and promoting local sports. 

Union Spirit Squads Win State and National Awards 

A sense of spirit has long been a part 
of the Union tradition and so have the 
awards the spirit teams rack up each 
year. This year has been no exception. 

The JV Cheer won first place in the 
nation at the Universal Cheer 
Association (UCA) National High 
School Cheerleading Championships 
in Orlando, Florida, while Varsity 
Cheer won 1Oth place in the medium 
varsity division. The cheer competi
tion will air on ESPN2 in May. 

Varsity Porn won lOth place in the 
large varsity porn division at the 

Varsity cheerleaders won sec
ond place in SA Cheer at the 
Oklahoma Secondary School: 
Activities Association (OSSAA, 
competition, first place in the 
medium varsity vision at the 
Universal Cheerleaders Asso
ciation (UCA) Midwest 
Regional, while JV Cheer took 
first place. 

Universal Dance Association (UCA) The Union Shining Stars Junior Varsity Dance Team took first 
National Dance Team Championships place during the 2004 Oklahoma State Dance Team 

The Shining Stars also won 
awards, winning the Officers 
Silver Sweepstakes, Team Gold 
Sweepstakes, Team Super 
Sweepstakes, Team Best in 
Class and JV Novelty Division 
at the Crowd Pleasers DFW 
Showcase, in Dallas, and winin Orlando, Fla., while JV Porn took Championships in Oklahoma City. 

third in the JV hip hop division and sev- was named state champions in the Kick 
enth in the JV porn division. The porn Division by the Oklahoma State Dance 
competition will air on ESPN2 in April. Team Directors Association, and took 

For the 25th year in a row, the Union 
Highsteppers won a state title; the team 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

third in the Jazz Division. Both Varsity 
Porn and JV Porn were named state 
champions in their divisions. 

ning the Gussie ·Nell Davis Award, • 
Judges Award for Jazz, Judges Award 
for Kick, Winner's Circle and Best in 
Class for the JV officers at the 
American Dance/ Drill Team Kansas 
Spectacular in Olathe, Kansas. 


