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Union/Jenks Clash Becomes the "Backyard Bowl" 

"As far as we are aware, this is the 
first-ever high school foot
ball game with a title spon
sorship of this nature," said 

Ed Fariss, senior vice 

The annual Union Redskins-Jenks 
Trojans football classic 
took on a whole new 
dimension this year with 
the inaugural Backyard 

JENKS • UNION 

Bowl, sponsored by 
MidFirst Bank. 

More than 23,500 
people converged on 

BACKYARD BOWt president of MidFirst 
Bank Tulsa. "It's a 
unique sponsorship, 
because the donation Presented by 
is based on athletic 

spectator attendance and is 
directly earmarked for academ-

Skelly Stadium to watch the 
number one and number two 
football teams in a thrilling game. 

•••. MidFirst 1111111 Bank' 

But the big winners of the night were 
students at both districts. 

Union's Greg Grassmyer kicks a football from 
Howard Dine during a recent football prac
tice at Union High School. In the first game of 
the year, Union beat Broken Arrow 21-13. 

Union and Jenks schools agreed to give 
MidFirst Bank exclusive presenting 
sponsorship rights of the regular sea
son Jenks-Union football game in 2004 
and 2005. As part of the deal, MidFirst 
Bank established the title name and 
logo for the event, created a traveling 
trophy for the winner, and will make a 
series of financial contributions to des
ignated academic entities at both 
schools. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134·6711 
www.unionps.org 

Fariss said the sponsorship evolved 
from MidFirst's desire to support educa
tion in the communities they serve. 

Proceeds from sales of a specially 
designed Backyard Bowl T-shirt were 
also added to the bowl event. "MidFirst 
Bank is committed to developing inno
vative ways of contributing to academ
ics in Oklahoma. We see this as a great 
opportunity for two successful and pop
ular athletic programs to act as a con
duit for contributing to their schools' 
academic needs," he said. 

Hard Hats at the 
8th Grade - Tools in 
hand, principal 
Steve Pittman, 
flanked by Caitlin 
Shannon and Erin 
Beck, poses in the 
8th Grade Media 
Center which will 
undergo a major 
facelift this school 
year. The media 
center and addition· 
a/ renovations are 
planned to upgrade 
the school site as 
approved by voters 
in a 2003 bond e/ec· 
tion. Construction is 
nor expected to 
interfere with class
es during the year 
because the new 
wing will nor be tied 
in to the old build· 
ing until next sum
mer. 

"Cruisin' with Union" will be the 
theme for the annual dinner and auction 
sponsored by the Union Schools 
Education Foundation on February 26, 
2005 . 

"We are excited about this year's auc
tion," said Chairwoman Kristi Brooks 
Cohea. "The auction committee is hard 
at work to ensure not only a successful 
fund raiser for the Foundation, but also 
a great evening out for Union parents, 
educators and patrons. 

"The Foundation encourages all parents, 
especially those who have children in 
the elementary schools and are not as 
familiar with the Foundation and the 
auction, to mark their calendars and 
plan to go 'Cruisin' with Union!" 

Cohea said, "You won't regret making 
this terrific investment in your child's 
educational experience. 
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Union Readies for New School Year 

They came in cars. They came in buses. 
And they came on foot and on bikes. 
Union Public Schools welcomed stu
dents back to school on Thursday, 
August 12. Students enrolled in the 
Continuous Learning Calendar program 
at Clark Elementary School began school 
July 21. 

Elementary 
schools in the 
district all 
offered a "Meet 
the Teacher" 
day as well, 
allowing par
ents a chance 
to meet teach
ers on a per-
sonal basis. 
Both events 

"The last three year's worth of budget 
reductions from the state have been 
very difficult to deal with - but thanks 
to you Union veterans - those who have 
taken on the higher class sizes without 
complaint - our students have contin
ued to flourish and we have held on 

waiting for better days," Burden said. 

"Over the last three years of cuts, Union 
has lost over $5 million and more than 
100 jobs. But the start of this school 
year looks so much better. As the state's 
economy slowly improves and our stu

dent popu
lation con
tinues to in
crease, we 
are almost 
back to our 
strength of 
three years 
ago . There 
is light at 
the end of 
the tunnel 
and we are 
already 
feeling its 
warmth." 

went well as 
students began 
their school 
year , learning 
new routines 
and adjusting 
to new class 
loads. 

In addition 
to expand-

Bang the Drums - Performing for returning staff, the Renegade Regiment Drum Corps, which calls itself the Rufus class-
Posse, create a melodious beat on barrels and trash cans during a back·to·school kick-off celebration. ing 

The first day of classes for kindergarten 
students came a week later - after par
ents met with teachers for individual 
reviews of their children. The kinder
garten assessments were designed to 
take the anxiety and guesswork out of 
the first day of school. The assessments 
also provided an opportunity for par
ents and students to meet the teacher 
and will allow teachers to plan for indi
vidual instruction. 

Preparing for the new school year was a 
task that Union employees prepared for 
all summer long, recruiting more than 
100 new teachers to Union, including 60 
in new positions to reduce class sizes in 
the district. 

In her back-to-school kick-off speech to 
employees, Superintendent Dr. Cathy 
Burden noted the challenges teachers 
faced as a result of state budget cuts. 

On the Cover 

Back to School Special - Karen McDowell, 
rests in a shopping cart, surrounded by 
Stephanie Pittman, Sarah McConnell 
Bri_ttney Smith and Matt Sakmary, wh~ 
pamted his face with the letters "R.P." for 
Rufus Posse, a drum corps that entertained 
returning staff. Union shoppers might note 
the UWear Spirit Store at the UMAC has a 
number of new items that are also up for 
sale. For more information, call461·7867. 

Parents' Right 
To Know 

In accordance with the No Child Left 
Behind Act, parents have the right to 
know the professional qualifications of 
their children's classroom teachers. 
Federal law allows parents to ask for 
certain information about those teach
ers and requires schools to provide the 
information in a timely manner if 
requested. Specifically, parents have 
the right to ask for the following infor
mation about their children's teachers: 

Whether the teacher has met state 
qualification and licensing criteria 
for the grade levels and subject 
areas in which the teacher provides 
instruction; 

Whether the teacher is teaching 
under emergency or other provision
al status through which state qualifi
cation or licensing criteria have been 
waived; 

About baccalaureate degree major of 
the teacher and any other graduate 
certification or degree held by the 
teacher, and the field of discipline of 
the certification or degree; 

Whether the child is provided services 
by paraprofessionals and, if so, their 
qualifications. 

Parents wishing to request any of this 
information should contact the Human 
Resources department at 459-3308. 

rooms, 
Union has reinstated its ARC/gifted pro
gram with a full-time enrichment spe 
cialist at each elementary site. Union i~ 
also focusing its efforts on reading. All 
elementary sites will have at least one 
half-time reading teacher, and Union 
has undertaken a reading initiative at
the secondary level with the use of read
ing specialists who can help students 
improve their skills . 

Grove preschooler Ste(anas Waakzaam sits 
down at his table and begins playing as his 
parents meet his new teacher, Cheyenne 
Alexander. 
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Parent Notification of Child Identification, Location, Screening and Evaluation 

The Union Public School District makes 
every effort to contact and evaluate, and 
to educate, in the least restrictive envi
ronment, all special needs children, ages 
three through 21 , under the provisions 
of the Individuals With Disabilities 
Education Act. The district ensures that 
parents or guardians may review any of 
their child's educational records; such 
records are kept in limited access, con
fidential files at the school. Preschool 
children, ages three through five, and 
students enrolled in kindergarten 
through twelfth grades, who are sus
pected of having disabilities which may 
require special education and related 
services, may be referred for screening 
and evaluation through the intervention 
process at each site. Union works with 
the Sooner Start Early Intervention 
Program in referrals for identification, 
evaluation, and services for eligible 
infants and toddlers, from birth 
through two years of age. 

"Evaluation" means procedures used in 
accordance with federal laws and regu
lations to determine whether a child has 
a disability, as well as the nature and 
extent of special education and related 
>ervices required. Procedures are used 
selectively with an individual child and 
do not include basic tests administered 
or procedures used with all children in a 

· school. Written consent of the parent or 
guardian for such evaluation must be on 
file with the district prior to the initial 
evaluation for special education and 
related services. The multidisciplinary 
evaluation shall include a review of the 
following information: educational his
tory, academic performance, observa
tion, social and cultural factors, health 
and developmental history, and vision 
and hearing screening. In addition, 
standardized testing may be adminis
tered by a qualified examiner in all or 
part of the following areas: fine and 

gross motor, communication (speech 
and language), academic achievement, 
cognitive/ intelligence, auditory and 
visual processing and memory, 
social/emotional development, voca
tional aptitude, and adaptive behavior. 

Union provides educational programs 
based upon the student's needs as 
defined by the Individual Education Plan 
(IEP). If you have a special needs child 
and are new to our school district, 
please oring your child's current IEP and 
most recent evaluation report to the 
Special Services Office, or contact us at 
(918) 459-3325 to discuss your child's 
educational programming needs. Our 
office is located at the Union Education 
Service Center, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave, 
Tulsa, OK 74134. 

In accordance with FERPA, Union Public 
Schools ensures that the parent or eligi
ble student has a right to: 

,., inspect and review the students edu
cation records within 45 days of 
receipt of request for access; 

,., request the amendment of the stu
dents education records to ensure 
that they are not inaccurate, mislead
ing or otherwise in violation of the 
student's privacy or other rights; 

* consent to disclosure of personally 
identifiable information contained in 
the student's education records, 
except to the extent that the act and 
regulations in this part authorize dis
closure without consent; 

'' file with the United States Depart
ment of Education a complaint under 
99.64 concerning alleged failures by 
Union Public Schools to comply with 
the requirements of the act and this 
part. 

Union Public Schools shall ensure all 
parents who have a primary language 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Union Public Schools makes every effort to contact, evaluate, and educate, in the least 
restrictive environment, each handicapped child under the provisions of Public Law 
1 05·17 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) and State Department of Education 
guidelines. Parents/ guardians may call 459·3325 for information. 

Union Public Schools ensures that parent/ guardians may inspect and review any edu
cational records of their child maintained at the school. Such records are kept in lim
ited access confidential files. Confidentiality procedures, including a list of persons 
with file access, are posted in each school building. 

The Union Public School District Plan for Special Education has been filed with the State 
Department of Education, and copies are available for public inspection in the 
Education Service Center. Inquiries concerning special education programs may be 
directed to Dr. Bonnie Johnson, 459-3325 . 

other than English that they shall be 
afforded written notices and oral com
munication translated so the parents 
understand the communication. This 
may be provided by an interpreter or 
other means necessary. 

Notification of Management Plans 

All buildings in the Union School District have 
been inspected for asbestos in accordance with 
the EPA law, "The Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Response Act" (AHERA). Results are in the dis· 
trict's management plans and are available at 
the Education Service Center. For an appoint
ment to view them, contact Hassan Yekzaman 
at 459-3350. 

The Doctor is In - Freshman 
Thielemier turns the tables on his 
Intermediate nurse Linda Thielemier, 
takes her temperature! 

Opt-Out Notice for Internet 
Student Use 

The Internet has increasingly become an 
important tool used by students and 
educators. It can provide current, 
informative and hard-to-find informa
tion quickly. However, the Internet also 
contains information that may be inap
propriate for students. Union Public 
Schools has, for many years, had an 
Internet filter in place that blocks most 
sexually inappropriate web sites. But it 
isn't perfect; no filter is . Therefore, it is 
a parent's or guardian's right for their 
child to not use the Internet at school. 

If you do not want your child to use the 
Internet while at school, please request 
a form from your school principal which 
can be completed and returned to your 
child's school office. 
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Adult and Community 
ducation Offering Classes 

Free classes are being offered by the 
Adult and Community Education 
Department of Union Public Schools. 
Adult Basic Education/General 
Educational Development (GED) 
Preparation classes are available day
time and evening. For information call 
Sallie Jones at 459-4441. 

English as a Second Language classes 
are also available daytime and evening. 
For information call JoAnna Jamison at 
459-4663. 

Request for Non-Release 
of Personally Identifiable 

Information 
It has been the practice of the district to 
use student names in yearbooks, stu
dent honor rolls and athletic programs, 
as well as in electronic and print publi
cations. It has also been the practice of 
the district to cooperate with law 
enforcement agencies and the 
Department of Human Services; to pro
vide student names and addresses to 
institutions of post-secondary educa
ion who desire to notify students of 
~ducational and scholarship opportuni
ties; and to the armed forces for recruit
ment purposes. 

Expansion of the district's web page 
allows us to post publications such as 
The Communicator and others, on the 
Internet. Just as they are included in 
printed publications, photos and names 
of students will appear in these articles 
on the Internet as well. 

The district will continue to disclose 
student information for the purposes 
outlined above and other similar educa
tional purposes unless parents object in 
writing. A form for this purpose, the 
Request for Non-Release of Personally 
Identifiable Information form, may be 
obtained from the Director of 
Communications, 459-3305. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 

.,.;uperintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethel! is Communications Executive Director/ 
Editor. The Communicator staff includes 
Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike 
Vore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305. 

Operations Team Award Winners 2003-2004 
Moore building engi
neer Sheryl Jenson 
was honored as 
Operations 
Employee of the 
Year at the 
September Board of 
Education meeting. 

Monthly and quarterly 
winners include: July
James Gold, Andersen 
custodian; August
Sharon Wallace, Jarman 
night lead custodian; 
September-Mark Lyons, 
6/7 child nutrition 
assistant; First Quarter
Mark Lyons, 6/7 child 
nutrition assistant; 

As she presented the 
award, Superinten
dent Dr. Cathy 
Burden said, "Sheryl 
has been recognized 
because of her many 
positive attributes 
including her work 
ethic. She not only 
cares about her job, 
she also cares deeply 
for the students and 
teachers and takes 
pride and ownership 
in the building. She 
has been recognized 

Moore Building Engineer Sheryl Jenson, 
seen here with fifth grader Felicia Duncan, 
has a lot to smile about. She was recently 
named as Operation's Employee of the Year. 

October-Lindar 
Ledbetter, Clark child 
nutrition manager; 
November-Rebecca 
Green, Peters lead cus
todian; December
Rhonda Lightner, 6/7 
building engineer & 
Lan Quach, 6/7 custo
dian; Second Quarter
Rebecca Green, Peters 
lead custodian; 

numerous times as a Catch the Dream 
recipient and epitomizes the six pillars 
of character. Sheryl is a positive reflec
tion on not only the Operations 
Department but the entire school dis
trict." 

Alternative School Named 
One of the Best in Nation 

Union Alternative School has been rec
ognized as having one of the two best 
alternative programs by The National 
Dropout Prevention Network. 

Tulsa Public School's Street School was 
the other program which was honored. 

The National Dropout Prevention 
Network gives out this award annually 
to recognize the top alternative schools 
in the nation and to give other schools 
the opportunity to hear about the suc
cessful components of their programs. 

"Though only one award per year has 
been given out in the past, the NDPN 
decided to recognize two schools this 
year, Union and Street School, because 
they were very impressed with both 
applications and wanted the opportuni
ty to get out the word more quickly 
about what we're doing well. I under
stand that they were particularly 
impressed with the work that Street 
School does with delinquents and the 
work that we do with students who 
have attention deficit disorders and 
students with emotional problems," 
principal Richard Storm explained. 

January-Sheryl Jenson, Moore building 
engineer; February - Emogene Howell, 
Clark lead custodian; March - Emogene 
Howell, Clark lead custodian; Third 
Quarter - Sheryl Jenson, Moore building 
engineer; April-Jane Morrison, ESC 
building engineer; May-Cynthia Alex
ander, Assistant Custodial Coordinator; 
June-Ann Martin, Transportation dis
patcher/Special Ed coordinator; Fourth 
Quarter-Ann Martin, Transportation dis
patcher/Special Ed coordinator. 

All Wet - Students slide down a wall of water 
and suds behind Union High School at the 
annual Back to School Bash. They didn't mind 
the water; it was raining anyway. In addition 
to the water fun, students enjoyed hotdogs, 
indoor volleyball and other activities - as well 
as the opportunity to meet old and new 
friends. 
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Reading Initiative Is New Focus at Union High School 

Union Public Schools, which has long 
stressed the importance of reading on 
the elementary level, has implemented a 
new initiative to boost reading skills on 
the secondary level. 

"Reading is without question the single 
most important academic skill a student 
will ever learn," Secondary Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Kirt Hartzler said. 

Secondary 
Progress Reports 

In an effort to communicate more 
effectively with parents about their 
secondary students' academic status, 
progress reports will be sent home fre
quently. All students, whether or not 
they are failing a class, will be given an 
academic progress report in each class 
every four weeks during the semester. 
Please note that grades are calculated 
cumulatively throughout the semester. 

For the first semester, progress 
reports will be sent September 17, 
October 15 and November 19. Report 
cards will be distributed January 14, 
2005. For the second semester, 
progress reports will be sent February 
4, March 11 and April 15. Second 
semester report cards will be mailed 
May 25, 2005 . 

Union Schedules Test 
Preparatory Classes for 

ACT, SAT 

Union Intermediate High School has 
scheduled a series of test preparatory 
classes for the ACT/SAT tests, provid
ing students personalized assistance in 
math, language arts and social science. 

The class dates run November 8 and 10, 
November 15 and 17, November 29 and 
December 1, and December 6 and 8. 
Students must emoll by October 29. 

Emollment fee is $75. Scholarships are 
available. Fees for Native American stu
dents will be paid by the Title VII Indian 
Education Grant. 

To register, contact Kathy Dodd at the 
Union Education Service Center at 459-
6ll7, or by e-mail at doddk@ 
unionps.org. Checks made payable to 
Union Public Schools may be sent: Attn: 
Kathy Dodd, Union ESC, 5656 S. 129th E. 
Ave., Tulsa, OK, 74134. 

"It is the gatekeeper for learning. 
Therefore, we must make it a point to 
focus on students' reading ability even 
at the secondary level. The goal of this 
initiative ·is to identify students who are 
not reading at grade level and offer 
them an elective class which will 
increase their reading skills." 

Recent studies claim that 85 to 90 per
cent of the poorest readers can be 
taught t~ read at grade level, he said. 

"It is never too late to invest in a skill 
that can make such an important differ
ence. This is an exciting initiative that 
our students will benefit from for the 
rest of their lives." 

High School teacher Sheryl Oates said, 
"We are excited. Students will expand 
their vocabulary and demonstrate 
knowledge and strategies of vocabulary 
skills for speaking, writing, listening 
and reading." 

Using such tools as written tests, group 
work and computer exercises, she said 
they hope to motivate students and 
empower "reluctant readers" by helping 
them to meet daily and weekly goals of 
sustained silent reading with books that 
are of interest to them. 

Current and past Jarman students visit the sec
tion of seats their school purchased in honor of 
the Jarman Elementary community. 

Don't l .J Be Left Standing! 

A:s part of the Union Schools Education 
Foundation endowment campaign, 
patrons may purchase name plates for 
seats at the Union Multipurpose Activity 
Center (UMAC). The seats can be pur
chased individually or in blocks and 
may be named in honor of individuals, 
families, graduating classes, teams, 
organizations, schools, etc. Hurry and 
get yours by calling the Education 
Service Center (459-5432) today! 

Union Student Goes to Space Camp 

Kristin Nichols 

Thanks to a scholarship honoring 
2002-2003 Oklahoma Teacher of the 
Year James Kerr, Kristin Nichols 
enjoyed a great opportunity to 
attend NASA's Space Academy in 
Huntsville, Alabama. Not only did 
Nichols get to experience a "moon
walk mission" in a zero-gravity simu
lator, she was named flight director 
and missions specialist for her team 

· and won "best mission." "I was just 
really interested in learning about 
the different parts of a space shut
tle," said Nichols, explaining she 
likes science. "I love to learn about 
space, I guess." 

She said they also learned about the 
history of the space program and the 
race to space with the Russians. "It 
was just a fabulous experience for 
her," her mother said. James Kerr, 
science teacher at the Eighth Grade 
Center, selected Nichols for the 
scholarship based on her interests in 
science and academic excellence. 
''I'm just really grateful for the 
opportunity," said Nichols, who 1s 
now a freshman at Union 
Intermediate. 
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Meet the Principal - Andersen kindergarten student Carson Ingram and 
his mother Shannon Ingram meet principal Larry Williams. 

Peters 
Schoof t Pre
Brenc~, eacher 
h o a liil!-

u s 
explains the 
rules of e 
Pia the 
h 

'Ygrounct 
er sr as 

Wait _ lle/enrs 
. nor s Patiently o 

clive int - to 
sanct 0 the 
Play anct 
Nan0, Af._Aicte 
nor . Inter, 
h I Plcturect. 

e fJs , 
hous liil!-

e War h the S(IJ-< c 
«enrs. 

New 
Seventh Grade 
principal Charlie 
Bushyhead welcomes 
students as they arrive 
for their first day of 
school. 
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Briarglen 
kindergar
ten student 
Taylor Kelly 
reaches for a 
crayon on her 
first day of 
school in Vicki 
Mcintire's class. 

oc'l Year Begins 

Media Specialist Recc~ izel Al! 

Next stop, the Olympics? 
For McAuliffe's Allison 
Dziadula, it is a possi
bility. The fifth grad
er won second 
place in the girls 
9-1 0-year-old 
division of the .:' · · 
softball ( • : · 
throw in the ·. · 
Hershey's 
North , 

American \ · Track and 
Field Finals 
this sum
mer. All 50 
states and 
provinces of \ 
Canada were 
represented. . 

Dziadula fin
ished with a per
sonal best of 119 
feet, 11 inches. 
Dziadula was the 
Oklahoma state 
champion and 
Region 4 champion in 
the softball throw 
which qualified her for 
the North American final 
in Hershey, Penn. She also 
was Oklahoma state runner-up in the 
SOM and 1OOM dashes. 

ng Best in Oklahoma 

Dorothy Miller, media specialist for Darn<)Y Elementary School, was named a top-10 
finalist for the Polly Clark Award, an a;nual award presented by the Oklahoma 
Association of School Library Media Specioists. The award was established in 1998 to 
acknowledge school librarians who develol an outstanding library program. 

The award is named after a professor of ]brary science who taught at Northeastern 
State University in Tahlequah. Miller, who tas been in the library media field for eight 
years, serves as Union's district media oordinator and has presented 
workshops. 

Cedar Ridf!e principal Ellen Crager plays around with fourth graders . 
Taylor _Smith, Chet Ross, B_ritain Drennan, Tyler Papen, Morgan Henger, 
and Bna_n Graver (left to nght) - on a new running track that was part of 
a bond 1~sue approved by voters last February. It is a 474-yard asphalt 
track. wh1ch_ studen~s. are using for recess and P.E. classes. Crager said the 
cost, mcludmg additional sod and paving, was approximately $25,000. 

Nicky Morales tries to make Lauren Walker understand when. her birth date 
is. Behind Nicky, left to right, are Arianne Abrams, Kelll Brantley and 
Miranda Brown. Seventh grade teacher Judy Collier assigned s~dents the 
task of putting themselves in order by their birth date without talkmg as part 
of first-day-of-school activities. 

Students and par· 
ents visit with each 
other during _th~ 
recent Fiesta N1g 
at Clark Elementary 
School. The annual 
event gave teachers 
and principals a 
chance to meet par· 
ents and studen.ts at 
their school m_ a 
social setnng. 
Clark's first day of 
school was in july. !t 
. the only school m 
~nion Public Schools 

h. h observes the 
W IC S 
continuou 
Learning Calendar 
. which students 
m d school 
atten r 
throughout the yea . 

Boevers kindergarten teacher Heather Federline reads a b~ok to ~er stu
dents on their first day of kindergarten. The book, appropnately, 1s. about 
the first day of kindergarten. Other activities that awaited s_tudents mclud
ed the chicken dance, games to familiarize themselves With the teacher 
and their classmates and rules about the classroom. 
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Adult and Community 
ducation Offering Classes 

Free classes are being offered by the 
Adult and Community Education 
Department of Union Public Schools. 
Adult Basic Education/General 
Educational Development (GED) 
Preparation classes are available day
time and evening. For information call 
Sallie Jones at 459-4441. 

English as a Second Language classes 
are also available daytime and evening. 
For information call JoAnna Jamison at 
459-4663. 

Request for Non-Release 
of Personally Identifiable 

Information 
It has been the practice of the district to 
use student names in yearbooks, stu
dent honor rolls and athletic programs, 
as well as in electronic and print publi
cations. It has also been the practice of 
the district to cooperate with law 
enforcement agencies and the 
Department of Human Services; to pro
vide student names and addresses to 
institutions of post-secondary educa
ion who desire to notify students of 
~ducational and scholarship opportuni
ties; and to the armed forces for recruit
ment purposes. 

Expansion of the district's web page 
allows us to post publications such as 
The Communicator and others, on the 
Internet. Just as they are included in 
printed publications, photos and names 
of students will appear in these articles 
on the Internet as well. 

The district will continue to disclose 
student information for the purposes 
outlined above and other similar educa
tional purposes unless parents object in 
writing. A form for this purpose, the 
Request for Non-Release of Personally 
Identifiable Information form, may be 
obtained from the Director of 
Communications, 459-3305. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 

.,.;uperintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethel! is Communications Executive Director/ 
Editor. The Communicator staff includes 
Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike 
Vore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305. 

Operations Team Award Winners 2003-2004 
Moore building engi
neer Sheryl Jenson 
was honored as 
Operations 
Employee of the 
Year at the 
September Board of 
Education meeting. 

Monthly and quarterly 
winners include: July
James Gold, Andersen 
custodian; August
Sharon Wallace, Jarman 
night lead custodian; 
September-Mark Lyons, 
6/7 child nutrition 
assistant; First Quarter
Mark Lyons, 6/7 child 
nutrition assistant; 

As she presented the 
award, Superinten
dent Dr. Cathy 
Burden said, "Sheryl 
has been recognized 
because of her many 
positive attributes 
including her work 
ethic. She not only 
cares about her job, 
she also cares deeply 
for the students and 
teachers and takes 
pride and ownership 
in the building. She 
has been recognized 

Moore Building Engineer Sheryl Jenson, 
seen here with fifth grader Felicia Duncan, 
has a lot to smile about. She was recently 
named as Operation's Employee of the Year. 

October-Lindar 
Ledbetter, Clark child 
nutrition manager; 
November-Rebecca 
Green, Peters lead cus
todian; December
Rhonda Lightner, 6/7 
building engineer & 
Lan Quach, 6/7 custo
dian; Second Quarter
Rebecca Green, Peters 
lead custodian; 

numerous times as a Catch the Dream 
recipient and epitomizes the six pillars 
of character. Sheryl is a positive reflec
tion on not only the Operations 
Department but the entire school dis
trict." 

Alternative School Named 
One of the Best in Nation 

Union Alternative School has been rec
ognized as having one of the two best 
alternative programs by The National 
Dropout Prevention Network. 

Tulsa Public School's Street School was 
the other program which was honored. 

The National Dropout Prevention 
Network gives out this award annually 
to recognize the top alternative schools 
in the nation and to give other schools 
the opportunity to hear about the suc
cessful components of their programs. 

"Though only one award per year has 
been given out in the past, the NDPN 
decided to recognize two schools this 
year, Union and Street School, because 
they were very impressed with both 
applications and wanted the opportuni
ty to get out the word more quickly 
about what we're doing well. I under
stand that they were particularly 
impressed with the work that Street 
School does with delinquents and the 
work that we do with students who 
have attention deficit disorders and 
students with emotional problems," 
principal Richard Storm explained. 

January-Sheryl Jenson, Moore building 
engineer; February - Emogene Howell, 
Clark lead custodian; March - Emogene 
Howell, Clark lead custodian; Third 
Quarter - Sheryl Jenson, Moore building 
engineer; April-Jane Morrison, ESC 
building engineer; May-Cynthia Alex
ander, Assistant Custodial Coordinator; 
June-Ann Martin, Transportation dis
patcher/Special Ed coordinator; Fourth 
Quarter-Ann Martin, Transportation dis
patcher/Special Ed coordinator. 

All Wet - Students slide down a wall of water 
and suds behind Union High School at the 
annual Back to School Bash. They didn't mind 
the water; it was raining anyway. In addition 
to the water fun, students enjoyed hotdogs, 
indoor volleyball and other activities - as well 
as the opportunity to meet old and new 
friends. 
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Reading Initiative Is New Focus at Union High School 

Union Public Schools, which has long 
stressed the importance of reading on 
the elementary level, has implemented a 
new initiative to boost reading skills on 
the secondary level. 

"Reading is without question the single 
most important academic skill a student 
will ever learn," Secondary Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Kirt Hartzler said. 

Secondary 
Progress Reports 

In an effort to communicate more 
effectively with parents about their 
secondary students' academic status, 
progress reports will be sent home fre
quently. All students, whether or not 
they are failing a class, will be given an 
academic progress report in each class 
every four weeks during the semester. 
Please note that grades are calculated 
cumulatively throughout the semester. 

For the first semester, progress 
reports will be sent September 17, 
October 15 and November 19. Report 
cards will be distributed January 14, 
2005. For the second semester, 
progress reports will be sent February 
4, March 11 and April 15. Second 
semester report cards will be mailed 
May 25, 2005 . 

Union Schedules Test 
Preparatory Classes for 

ACT, SAT 

Union Intermediate High School has 
scheduled a series of test preparatory 
classes for the ACT/SAT tests, provid
ing students personalized assistance in 
math, language arts and social science. 

The class dates run November 8 and 10, 
November 15 and 17, November 29 and 
December 1, and December 6 and 8. 
Students must emoll by October 29. 

Emollment fee is $75. Scholarships are 
available. Fees for Native American stu
dents will be paid by the Title VII Indian 
Education Grant. 

To register, contact Kathy Dodd at the 
Union Education Service Center at 459-
6ll7, or by e-mail at doddk@ 
unionps.org. Checks made payable to 
Union Public Schools may be sent: Attn: 
Kathy Dodd, Union ESC, 5656 S. 129th E. 
Ave., Tulsa, OK, 74134. 

"It is the gatekeeper for learning. 
Therefore, we must make it a point to 
focus on students' reading ability even 
at the secondary level. The goal of this 
initiative ·is to identify students who are 
not reading at grade level and offer 
them an elective class which will 
increase their reading skills." 

Recent studies claim that 85 to 90 per
cent of the poorest readers can be 
taught t~ read at grade level, he said. 

"It is never too late to invest in a skill 
that can make such an important differ
ence. This is an exciting initiative that 
our students will benefit from for the 
rest of their lives." 

High School teacher Sheryl Oates said, 
"We are excited. Students will expand 
their vocabulary and demonstrate 
knowledge and strategies of vocabulary 
skills for speaking, writing, listening 
and reading." 

Using such tools as written tests, group 
work and computer exercises, she said 
they hope to motivate students and 
empower "reluctant readers" by helping 
them to meet daily and weekly goals of 
sustained silent reading with books that 
are of interest to them. 

Current and past Jarman students visit the sec
tion of seats their school purchased in honor of 
the Jarman Elementary community. 

Don't l .J Be Left Standing! 

A:s part of the Union Schools Education 
Foundation endowment campaign, 
patrons may purchase name plates for 
seats at the Union Multipurpose Activity 
Center (UMAC). The seats can be pur
chased individually or in blocks and 
may be named in honor of individuals, 
families, graduating classes, teams, 
organizations, schools, etc. Hurry and 
get yours by calling the Education 
Service Center (459-5432) today! 

Union Student Goes to Space Camp 

Kristin Nichols 

Thanks to a scholarship honoring 
2002-2003 Oklahoma Teacher of the 
Year James Kerr, Kristin Nichols 
enjoyed a great opportunity to 
attend NASA's Space Academy in 
Huntsville, Alabama. Not only did 
Nichols get to experience a "moon
walk mission" in a zero-gravity simu
lator, she was named flight director 
and missions specialist for her team 

· and won "best mission." "I was just 
really interested in learning about 
the different parts of a space shut
tle," said Nichols, explaining she 
likes science. "I love to learn about 
space, I guess." 

She said they also learned about the 
history of the space program and the 
race to space with the Russians. "It 
was just a fabulous experience for 
her," her mother said. James Kerr, 
science teacher at the Eighth Grade 
Center, selected Nichols for the 
scholarship based on her interests in 
science and academic excellence. 
''I'm just really grateful for the 
opportunity," said Nichols, who 1s 
now a freshman at Union 
Intermediate. 
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Union Readies for New School Year 

They came in cars. They came in buses. 
And they came on foot and on bikes. 
Union Public Schools welcomed stu
dents back to school on Thursday, 
August 12. Students enrolled in the 
Continuous Learning Calendar program 
at Clark Elementary School began school 
July 21. 

Elementary 
schools in the 
district all 
offered a "Meet 
the Teacher" 
day as well, 
allowing par
ents a chance 
to meet teach
ers on a per-
sonal basis. 
Both events 

"The last three year's worth of budget 
reductions from the state have been 
very difficult to deal with - but thanks 
to you Union veterans - those who have 
taken on the higher class sizes without 
complaint - our students have contin
ued to flourish and we have held on 

waiting for better days," Burden said. 

"Over the last three years of cuts, Union 
has lost over $5 million and more than 
100 jobs. But the start of this school 
year looks so much better. As the state's 
economy slowly improves and our stu

dent popu
lation con
tinues to in
crease, we 
are almost 
back to our 
strength of 
three years 
ago . There 
is light at 
the end of 
the tunnel 
and we are 
already 
feeling its 
warmth." 

went well as 
students began 
their school 
year , learning 
new routines 
and adjusting 
to new class 
loads. 

In addition 
to expand-

Bang the Drums - Performing for returning staff, the Renegade Regiment Drum Corps, which calls itself the Rufus class-
Posse, create a melodious beat on barrels and trash cans during a back·to·school kick-off celebration. ing 

The first day of classes for kindergarten 
students came a week later - after par
ents met with teachers for individual 
reviews of their children. The kinder
garten assessments were designed to 
take the anxiety and guesswork out of 
the first day of school. The assessments 
also provided an opportunity for par
ents and students to meet the teacher 
and will allow teachers to plan for indi
vidual instruction. 

Preparing for the new school year was a 
task that Union employees prepared for 
all summer long, recruiting more than 
100 new teachers to Union, including 60 
in new positions to reduce class sizes in 
the district. 

In her back-to-school kick-off speech to 
employees, Superintendent Dr. Cathy 
Burden noted the challenges teachers 
faced as a result of state budget cuts. 

On the Cover 

Back to School Special - Karen McDowell, 
rests in a shopping cart, surrounded by 
Stephanie Pittman, Sarah McConnell 
Bri_ttney Smith and Matt Sakmary, wh~ 
pamted his face with the letters "R.P." for 
Rufus Posse, a drum corps that entertained 
returning staff. Union shoppers might note 
the UWear Spirit Store at the UMAC has a 
number of new items that are also up for 
sale. For more information, call461·7867. 

Parents' Right 
To Know 

In accordance with the No Child Left 
Behind Act, parents have the right to 
know the professional qualifications of 
their children's classroom teachers. 
Federal law allows parents to ask for 
certain information about those teach
ers and requires schools to provide the 
information in a timely manner if 
requested. Specifically, parents have 
the right to ask for the following infor
mation about their children's teachers: 

Whether the teacher has met state 
qualification and licensing criteria 
for the grade levels and subject 
areas in which the teacher provides 
instruction; 

Whether the teacher is teaching 
under emergency or other provision
al status through which state qualifi
cation or licensing criteria have been 
waived; 

About baccalaureate degree major of 
the teacher and any other graduate 
certification or degree held by the 
teacher, and the field of discipline of 
the certification or degree; 

Whether the child is provided services 
by paraprofessionals and, if so, their 
qualifications. 

Parents wishing to request any of this 
information should contact the Human 
Resources department at 459-3308. 

rooms, 
Union has reinstated its ARC/gifted pro
gram with a full-time enrichment spe 
cialist at each elementary site. Union i~ 
also focusing its efforts on reading. All 
elementary sites will have at least one 
half-time reading teacher, and Union 
has undertaken a reading initiative at
the secondary level with the use of read
ing specialists who can help students 
improve their skills . 

Grove preschooler Ste(anas Waakzaam sits 
down at his table and begins playing as his 
parents meet his new teacher, Cheyenne 
Alexander. 
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Parent Notification of Child Identification, Location, Screening and Evaluation 

The Union Public School District makes 
every effort to contact and evaluate, and 
to educate, in the least restrictive envi
ronment, all special needs children, ages 
three through 21 , under the provisions 
of the Individuals With Disabilities 
Education Act. The district ensures that 
parents or guardians may review any of 
their child's educational records; such 
records are kept in limited access, con
fidential files at the school. Preschool 
children, ages three through five, and 
students enrolled in kindergarten 
through twelfth grades, who are sus
pected of having disabilities which may 
require special education and related 
services, may be referred for screening 
and evaluation through the intervention 
process at each site. Union works with 
the Sooner Start Early Intervention 
Program in referrals for identification, 
evaluation, and services for eligible 
infants and toddlers, from birth 
through two years of age. 

"Evaluation" means procedures used in 
accordance with federal laws and regu
lations to determine whether a child has 
a disability, as well as the nature and 
extent of special education and related 
>ervices required. Procedures are used 
selectively with an individual child and 
do not include basic tests administered 
or procedures used with all children in a 

· school. Written consent of the parent or 
guardian for such evaluation must be on 
file with the district prior to the initial 
evaluation for special education and 
related services. The multidisciplinary 
evaluation shall include a review of the 
following information: educational his
tory, academic performance, observa
tion, social and cultural factors, health 
and developmental history, and vision 
and hearing screening. In addition, 
standardized testing may be adminis
tered by a qualified examiner in all or 
part of the following areas: fine and 

gross motor, communication (speech 
and language), academic achievement, 
cognitive/ intelligence, auditory and 
visual processing and memory, 
social/emotional development, voca
tional aptitude, and adaptive behavior. 

Union provides educational programs 
based upon the student's needs as 
defined by the Individual Education Plan 
(IEP). If you have a special needs child 
and are new to our school district, 
please oring your child's current IEP and 
most recent evaluation report to the 
Special Services Office, or contact us at 
(918) 459-3325 to discuss your child's 
educational programming needs. Our 
office is located at the Union Education 
Service Center, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave, 
Tulsa, OK 74134. 

In accordance with FERPA, Union Public 
Schools ensures that the parent or eligi
ble student has a right to: 

,., inspect and review the students edu
cation records within 45 days of 
receipt of request for access; 

,., request the amendment of the stu
dents education records to ensure 
that they are not inaccurate, mislead
ing or otherwise in violation of the 
student's privacy or other rights; 

* consent to disclosure of personally 
identifiable information contained in 
the student's education records, 
except to the extent that the act and 
regulations in this part authorize dis
closure without consent; 

'' file with the United States Depart
ment of Education a complaint under 
99.64 concerning alleged failures by 
Union Public Schools to comply with 
the requirements of the act and this 
part. 

Union Public Schools shall ensure all 
parents who have a primary language 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Union Public Schools makes every effort to contact, evaluate, and educate, in the least 
restrictive environment, each handicapped child under the provisions of Public Law 
1 05·17 (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) and State Department of Education 
guidelines. Parents/ guardians may call 459·3325 for information. 

Union Public Schools ensures that parent/ guardians may inspect and review any edu
cational records of their child maintained at the school. Such records are kept in lim
ited access confidential files. Confidentiality procedures, including a list of persons 
with file access, are posted in each school building. 

The Union Public School District Plan for Special Education has been filed with the State 
Department of Education, and copies are available for public inspection in the 
Education Service Center. Inquiries concerning special education programs may be 
directed to Dr. Bonnie Johnson, 459-3325 . 

other than English that they shall be 
afforded written notices and oral com
munication translated so the parents 
understand the communication. This 
may be provided by an interpreter or 
other means necessary. 

Notification of Management Plans 

All buildings in the Union School District have 
been inspected for asbestos in accordance with 
the EPA law, "The Asbestos Hazard Emergency 
Response Act" (AHERA). Results are in the dis· 
trict's management plans and are available at 
the Education Service Center. For an appoint
ment to view them, contact Hassan Yekzaman 
at 459-3350. 

The Doctor is In - Freshman 
Thielemier turns the tables on his 
Intermediate nurse Linda Thielemier, 
takes her temperature! 

Opt-Out Notice for Internet 
Student Use 

The Internet has increasingly become an 
important tool used by students and 
educators. It can provide current, 
informative and hard-to-find informa
tion quickly. However, the Internet also 
contains information that may be inap
propriate for students. Union Public 
Schools has, for many years, had an 
Internet filter in place that blocks most 
sexually inappropriate web sites. But it 
isn't perfect; no filter is . Therefore, it is 
a parent's or guardian's right for their 
child to not use the Internet at school. 

If you do not want your child to use the 
Internet while at school, please request 
a form from your school principal which 
can be completed and returned to your 
child's school office. 
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Union/Jenks Clash Becomes the "Backyard Bowl" 

"As far as we are aware, this is the 
first-ever high school foot
ball game with a title spon
sorship of this nature," said 

Ed Fariss, senior vice 

The annual Union Redskins-Jenks 
Trojans football classic 
took on a whole new 
dimension this year with 
the inaugural Backyard 

JENKS • UNION 

Bowl, sponsored by 
MidFirst Bank. 

More than 23,500 
people converged on 

BACKYARD BOWt president of MidFirst 
Bank Tulsa. "It's a 
unique sponsorship, 
because the donation Presented by 
is based on athletic 

spectator attendance and is 
directly earmarked for academ-

Skelly Stadium to watch the 
number one and number two 
football teams in a thrilling game. 

•••. MidFirst 1111111 Bank' 

But the big winners of the night were 
students at both districts. 

Union's Greg Grassmyer kicks a football from 
Howard Dine during a recent football prac
tice at Union High School. In the first game of 
the year, Union beat Broken Arrow 21-13. 

Union and Jenks schools agreed to give 
MidFirst Bank exclusive presenting 
sponsorship rights of the regular sea
son Jenks-Union football game in 2004 
and 2005. As part of the deal, MidFirst 
Bank established the title name and 
logo for the event, created a traveling 
trophy for the winner, and will make a 
series of financial contributions to des
ignated academic entities at both 
schools. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134·6711 
www.unionps.org 

Fariss said the sponsorship evolved 
from MidFirst's desire to support educa
tion in the communities they serve. 

Proceeds from sales of a specially 
designed Backyard Bowl T-shirt were 
also added to the bowl event. "MidFirst 
Bank is committed to developing inno
vative ways of contributing to academ
ics in Oklahoma. We see this as a great 
opportunity for two successful and pop
ular athletic programs to act as a con
duit for contributing to their schools' 
academic needs," he said. 

Hard Hats at the 
8th Grade - Tools in 
hand, principal 
Steve Pittman, 
flanked by Caitlin 
Shannon and Erin 
Beck, poses in the 
8th Grade Media 
Center which will 
undergo a major 
facelift this school 
year. The media 
center and addition· 
a/ renovations are 
planned to upgrade 
the school site as 
approved by voters 
in a 2003 bond e/ec· 
tion. Construction is 
nor expected to 
interfere with class
es during the year 
because the new 
wing will nor be tied 
in to the old build· 
ing until next sum
mer. 

"Cruisin' with Union" will be the 
theme for the annual dinner and auction 
sponsored by the Union Schools 
Education Foundation on February 26, 
2005 . 

"We are excited about this year's auc
tion," said Chairwoman Kristi Brooks 
Cohea. "The auction committee is hard 
at work to ensure not only a successful 
fund raiser for the Foundation, but also 
a great evening out for Union parents, 
educators and patrons. 

"The Foundation encourages all parents, 
especially those who have children in 
the elementary schools and are not as 
familiar with the Foundation and the 
auction, to mark their calendars and 
plan to go 'Cruisin' with Union!" 

Cohea said, "You won't regret making 
this terrific investment in your child's 
educational experience. 


