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' ATHLETICS CONTINUED (from page 11): 
Jessie Cox. Trevor was a four-time letterman, alternate All-State and All-Conference 
honorable mention, and Jessie received the Union Pride Award. They leave the team in 
good hands with sophomores Daniel Stockton and Brandon Padden who were our two 
state qualifiers this year. Brandon was State Runner-up and All-Conference. 

Both boys' and girls' tennis teams experienced success in 2004. The girls' team was 
fueled by the leadership of four-year letterman McKenzie Price who, with her partner, 
is ranked sixth in the state. McKenzie and fellow senior Kelly Stanley, a three-year let
terman, have contributed substantially to the success of the program. All six girls qual
ified for the state tournament after winning their conference tourney and finishing sec
ond at regionals. 

The boys' tennis team is the most successful in the history of the program. Led by 
sophomore Blake Boswell, the team has placed second or third in every tournament 
entered this year. Seniors Michael Grogan and Cody Pugh's participation the last four 
years has helped build the foundation for the success enjoyed by the team this year. 

The 2004 track season has been full of surprises and good results, the best over the 
last five years. The boys have won every meet going into Conference, and the girls won 
every meet except one. Seniors Kiki Stephens and Adam Blankenship have been out
standing in the shot and discus, and are ranked in the top 2-3 in the state .. They were 
named Female and Male Athletes of the Year by the Oklahoma Coaches Association. 
They will both attend college in other sports but, true to their character, they have 
given 100% to track. Senior Ryan Mcinerney, Katie Warden, Amanda Hayter and 
Drew VanZandt have contributed not only in their performances but with the younger 
team members. Also winding up their careers at Union are justin Brown and Mitchell 
Cato (runners), Ivory Stanton and jordan Rader (hurdlers) and Katrina Madson (pole 
vault). This group of seniors has competed well and. been a credit to their school, their 
teammates and their families. 

Cross Country senior team captain Drew VanZandt stepped up, with the help of soph
omore Alex Rowin, to lead a very young boys' team to a respectable season. Though 
the boys' team did not make state, Drew and Alex did as individuals. On the girl's 
team, Katie Warden was running her first season ever as a senior. She inspired a very 
young girl's team to state and dropped her time in 6 of 9 meets. 

The swimmers and divers from the Class of '04 did a wonderful job of representing 
Union this season. Seven seniors graduate after finishing 8th (girls) and 3rd (boys) at 
the State Swimming and Diving Championships. They include Christina johnson (state 
qualifier, consolation finalist and All-State), Laura Zerger (four-year letter winner), 
Nick Daniels (first-year diver), Palmer Johnson (state finalist, school record holder, 
All-State and senior class president), Mike Kaminski (state finalist, All-State, valedic
torian), Mike Kelly (state qualifier) and Andrew Morris (state qualifier and valedicto
rian). 

The Lady Redskin Volleyball Team had its best finish ever as state runner-up. A com
bination of hard work and strong senior leadership pushed the team to new heights 
this year. Seniors Audrey Havlik and Deidra Dunn received All-Tournament nomina
tions for state competition and will represent Union this summer at the All-State game. 
Tess Nordstog completed her second year as the starting setter, and newcomer 
Melody Vinnett took over a starting position when Laura Sanders was injured. Laura 
remained a valuable member of the team by still attending practice and supporting the 
te~. Megan Corso completed her career with a strong senior season, often thrown 
into matches in different positions due to her versatility. Rebecca Madan always gave 
a great effort and was a source of encouragement for the team. 
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2003-2004 Seniors of the Month Recognized 
Mark Chandler and Ashley Kirby were 
named the 2004 Seniors of the Year at 
Union High School. Chandler is the son 
of Gary and Jane Chandler of Broken 
Arrow, and Kirby is the daughter of 
Brian Kirby of Tulsa. Chandler was the 
November Senior of the Month and 
Kirby was the Senior of the Month for 
March. 

Katherine Keeling 

t Marcus Concienne 
and Katherine 
Keeling were hon-
ored for May. 
Cancienne was 
active in varsity 
football, National 
Honor Society, 
Fellow of Christian 
Athletes and Stu-
dent Council. He 

was also active in the Christmas toy 
project and canned food drive at the 
school. He was an Oklahoma All-State 
Academic Scholar and was on the 6A 
All-District Football team. Keeling was 
active in varsity cheerleading and Casas 
Por Christo Missions trip. Academic 
honors included being named an 
Oklahoma Academic Scholar, an AP 
scholar, National Hispanic Scholar and 
voted "most goofy" by her senior class. 

Dennis Vo 

' Dennis Vo and 
Katie Warden were 
named Seniors of 
the Month for 
April. Vo was 
active in Student 
Council, National 
Honor Society, Key 
Club, Drug-Free 

~ Youth, Business 
Professionals of 

America and Academic Resource Center, 
as well as the Tulsa City-County Library, 
AIDS/Cancer walks, his church, raising 
money and donating items to Vietnam, 
volunteering at elementary school carni
vals and retirement homes. Warden was 
active in Junior Varsity soccer, varsity 
cross country, varsity track, National 
Honor Society, Key Club, orchestra, The 
Voice- Union High School's newspaper
and yearbook. 

Front Cover 
Finishing the year on a high note, the Class 
of 2004 is looking forward to the next phase 
of their lives, all sharing a proud heritage as 
alums of Union High School. Seniors pictured 
are: (left to right), John Hurst, Monica Mayes, 
top; Ricky Underhill, Daniel Bayless, Taylor 
Scheer, middle; Mary Katherine Frazier, 
Brittany Reyes and Princiz ]ones. 

Ryan Huey and 
Ashley Kirby were 
March's honorees. 
Huey was active in 
Varsity Golf, Na
tional Honor 
Society, Drug-Free 
Youth, Union Red 
Cross, Union Clean 
Team and Union 
Senior Cabinet. He 

Ashley Kirby 

was also active in Janell Whitley's School 
of Music for piano, Asbury School of 
Music for guitar, Breakaway Care Team 
and the Asbury United Methodist 

Megan Miller 

Church and Break
away Youth Group. 
Kirby was active in 
Senior Class, Stu
dent Council, Busi
ness Professionals 
of America, Union 
Red Cross, Foreign 
Language Club, and 
Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

Mike Kaminski and Megan Miller were 
named the February Seniors of the 
Month. Kaminski was active in Student 
Council, National Honor Society, Varsity 
Swim Team, Drug-Free Youth, Union 
Clean Team and Center of Redskin 
Energy or CORE. Miller was active in 
Highsteppers, National Honor Society, 
Red Cross and Tulsa Union Medical 
Society, as well as spring break mission 

Lauren Harkrider 

trips, volunteering 
at John 3:16 Mis
sion, nursing 
homes and Desti
nation Discovery. 

Lauren Harkrider 
and Palmer John
son were named 
the January Seniors 
of the Month. 
Harkrider was ac

tive in the Union Highsteppers, National 
Honor Society, Drug-Free Youth, Key 
Club, Tulsa Union Medical Society and 
was a member of the Senior Cabinet. 
Johnson was a member of Student 
Council and Union 
Swim Team. He 
served as Junior/ 
Senior Class presi
dent. 

Jordan Rader and 
Rachel Swanson , 
were named Sen
iors of the Month 
for December. Rachel Swanson "' 

Rader was active in football, trac 
National Honor Society, German Clut 
Foreign Language Club and German 
Honor Society. Swanson was active in 
Drug-Free Youth, NHS, Renegade Regi
ment, Jazz Band, Tulsa Union Medical 
Society and Renaissance. 

Mark Chandler -
and Leslie Weber 
were named Sen
iors of the Month 
for November. 
Chandler was act
ive in Student 
Council as presi
dent, NHS and the 
TeePee Crew. 
Weber was active 

Mark Chandler 

in Habitat for Humanity, Toys for Tots, 
Little Light House, Red Cross, basketball 
and NHS. 

Jay Sen and Catherine Waggy were the 
October Seniors of the Month. Sen was 
active in the Union Talent Show, Union 
Multicultural Show, Union Orchestra, 
Tulsa Union Medical Society, Key Club 
and National Honor Society. Waggy was 
active in Key Club, Orchestra, Drug-Fre 
Youth, National Honor Society, Tuls 
Union Medical Society and Academic 
Team. 

L yndsey Hogg and 
Andrew Morris 
were September's 
honorees. Hogg 
was active in Na
tional Honor Soci
ety, Drug-Free 
Youth, German In

~ ternational Society, 
Lyndsey Hogg Senior Sorority, 

Redskins for Christ and Renaissance. 
Morris was active in D-FY, NHS, Key 
Club, Academic Resource Center 
Council (9-10), Varsity Swimming, and 
Student Council. 

Allison Grindle and Jake Spa'!ital were 
named Students of . ' 
the Month for Aug- · · 
ust. Grindle was · 
active in the Renee-~, 

gade Regiment, 
NHS, D-FY, Key 
quU: Union Ulti
mate Frisbee, Tulsa 
Union Medical So
ciety. Spavital was 
active in football Jake Spavital 

where he was captain of the team, bas
ketball, D-FY, Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes and NHS. 
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The PTA Council Communique (Continued) 

r Peters Elementary (Cont.): 

huge hit, and we got to break in the new 
snow cone machine. 

We collected box tops and soup labels, 
receiving bags of them from people in 
the neighborhood who don't even have 
students at the school. It's great to see 
the community helping out. We are 
looking into purchasing a pavilion that 
will come in very handy in many ways. 
Teachers can use it as an outside class 
area, and it will also be great to have an 
area where the kids can wait for their 
ride during bad weather. 

Thank you Peters' students, teachers 
and parents for the chance to represent 
such a great place to learn! 

Krista Bell 
Peters PTA President 

Sixth/ Seventh Grade Center: 

Each year I am amazed at the time and 
effort given by the many volunteers that 
make the PTA a great success. This past 
year, with the hard work of our Board 
'lnd all the additional parents in the 
wings, we have been able to generate 
funds to provide teaching supplies, 
items for our classrooms, PE equipment 
and office furniture while the students 
had many great activities. Thank you to 
everyone who participated this year -
our students and teachers appreciate 
you! 

Bobbi Millea 
6th/7th Grade Center PTA President 

Eighth Grade Center: 

The Eighth Grade Center had a wonder
ful year thanks to the support of par
ents, teachers and administration. Our 
activities started in August with sched
ule pick-up and were still going strong 
through May. 

Students enjoyed three '8th Grade mix
ers, five pizza days and one Chick-fil-A 
day. Teachers were treated to three 
luncheons, and volunteers manned 
book fairs, testing days, directory sales, 
the media center and Student Council 
elections. Proceeds from our fund-rais
ing efforts are providing Mini-Grants to 
:mr teachers and staff. Some of the pro
grams we have also supported are 
Reflections, D-FY, Catch the Dream and 
Character Education. 

Thank you to the volunteers, PTA Board 

members, teachers and staff of the 
Union 8th Grade Center. You are all 
truly amazing; your outstanding efforts 
made this a year for our students to 
always remember. 

Cathy Carney 
Eighth Grade Center PTA President 

Intermediate High School: 

They say that love makes the world go 
'round. · I think in 2004, cartridges for 
printers make the world go 'round. And 
the I-High PTSA was pleased to be able 
to provide them for our wonderful 
teachers and staff. Other disburse
ments included two beds for the nurse's 
office, a wheelchair, funding for D-FY 
fun night, senior scholarships, 
Graduation Celebration, indoor flag 
sets, outdoor flags and landscaping. 

Just as important as financial contribu
tions, PTSA members provided help 
with schedule pick-up, test monitoring 
and membership. We welcomed a new 
principal and helped our students tran
sition to the exciting, challenging life of 
High School. Thank you to all the par
ents and teachers who join PTA and 
work for the benefit of children, both 
our own and others. 

Nona Nordstog 
Intermediate High PTSA President 

High School: 

Through volunteer hours and fund-rais
ing efforts, the High School PTSA was 
able to be of service to the wonderful 
staff and students at the High School! 
We began the year by providing great 
volunteers for schedule pick-up in 
August. We published a directory, 
stuffed envelopes, counted student 
service hours, manned the hospitality 
table at College and Career Night, and 
sold balloons at the Friday night foot
ball games. 

We were able to resurrect the annual 
High School PTSA Fall Craft Show and 
raised enough money to award six PTA 
scholarships to graduating seniors. We 
enjoyed treating the teachers and staff 
to three delicious meals and watched 
the success of the High School 
Reflections entries. Thank you to all the 
members of the PTSA Board for your 
hard work and a wonderful year! 

Dorothy Harkrider 
High School PTSA President 

2004-2005 
PTA Presidents 

Union PTA Council 
Linda Dunbar 

Andersen Elementary 
Paula Layland 

Boevers Elementary 
Traci Frederick 

Briarglen Elementary 
Pam Glenn 

Cedar Ridge Elementary 
Teri Stall 

Clark Elementary 
Kim Kiker & Kendra Porter 

Darnaby Elementary 
Stephanie Goekeler 

Grove Elementary 
Kathy Kemper 

Jarman Elementary 
Julie Kramer & Cindy Conley 

McAuliffe Elementary 
Sharron Sims 

Moore Elementary 
Stacey Tucker & Ann Corey 

Peters Elementary 
Toni Kosir 

6th/7th Grade Center 
Lori Krisman 

8th Grade Center 
Chris Kraszkiewicz 

Intermediate High 
Lesa Clark 

High School 
Nona Nordstog 
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The Union High School Graduation 
Celebration was truly a "Night of 
Fortune." The all-night party was a huge 
success, attended by over 70% of the 
graduating class. This event would not 
have been possible without the leader
ship of event chairman Sue Morris, the 
volunteer help of almost 250 parents, 
and the presence of many Union staff 
and administrators. In addition, many 
businesses donated food, prizes or 
money to make the night even more 
special for the Class of 2004. This com
munity support ensured a safe gradua
tion night; thanks to all those who 
helped, including: 

Aspen Medical Imaging 
Hopper Construction Techniques 

Lester and Associates 
Broken Arrow Civitan Club 

The Greens at Cedar Ridge HOA 
Wal-Mart Foundation 

Red Man Pipe and Supply 
Pride Co 

Flintco Construction Solutions 
Vic Trammell, DMD 

The Arrow Group, Apollo's Karate 
Citizens Security Bank-BA 

Arkansas Valley State Bank 
RCB Bank, Metrocall Wireless 

Metro Builders Supply 
Mathis Brothers Furniture 
Airco Service, Asbury UMC 

QuikTrip Corporation 
Moody's Jewelers 

Also: Abuelo's, Albertsons, Applebee's, 
Barna Pies, BlueBell Ice Cream, Bogey's 
Hamburgers, Buffet World, Burger King, 
Chick-fil-A, Coke, Coney Island, Cowboy 
Sharkie's, Daylight Donuts, Denny's, El 
Chico, Famous Dave's, Frontier Produce, 
Golden Corral, Great Harvest Breads, 
Ham It Up, Hamlet, Hooters, Hiland 
Dairy, I-Hop, Lamar Outdoor 
Advertising, Liberty Church, Kim Long, 
Mazzie's, McDonald's, Merritt's Bakery, 
Mexicali, Ming's, Okie Deli, Okie Dokie's, 
Olive Garden, Panera Bread, Phillips 66, 
Quizno's, Reasors, Red Robin, 
Renaissance Hotel, Rib Crib, Roly Poly 
Sandwiches, Royal Dragon, Ryan's 
Steakhouse, Schlotzsky's, Sheraton, 
Sonic, SouthCrest Hospital, Spectrum 
Field Services, Subway, Union Varsity 
Cheer, Village Inn, Waffle House, Wal
Mart, Warehouse Market. 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion 

Summer Testing 
Date Announced 

Proficiency-based testing provides 
the opportunity for students to 
move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course 
and/or grade level based upon mas
tery of the Oklahoma Priority 
Academic Student Skills (PASS) 
objectives. Proficiency-Based Pro
motion is intended to serve those 
students enrolled in Union Public 
Schools whose needs cannot be met 
by following the traditional time
table and sequence, but who require 
promotion beyond current place
ment. 

The next opportunity for testing 
will be during the month of july. 
For more information about testing 
this summer contact: Cathy Collins 
for grades 1-5 at 459-4677 or 
collinsc@unionps.org or Sallie Rose 
Jones for grades 6-12 at 459-4441 
or joness@unionps.org. 

Union Alternative School Boasts Largest Graduating Class in State 

Seventy-two students have graduated 
from the Union Alternative School this 
school year, a record for Oklahoma 
alternative education programs and a 
record for Union Public Schools. There 
are 283 such programs throughout the 
state. 

About 40 of the students graduated May 
20, celebrating with staff, parents and 
classmates during a barbecue a:nd 
games such as tug-of-war. 

"The Oklahoma Technical Assistance 
Center has confirmed that our number 
of graduates will, indeed, be a record for 

the Communicator 
The Corinnunicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-

" ·1lethell is Communications Director/Editor. 
f he Communicator staff includes Janie 
Froman, Mike Yore and Beverly Thurnmel. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POST
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or cal1459-3305. 

Graduating seniors from Union Alternative School pose for a picture following a special graduation 
ceremony at the school. Altogether, 72 students graduated (rom the school, the largest such class in 
the state of Oklahoma and the largest in Union's history. 

Oklahoma alternative education pro
grams," principal Richard Storm said. 
"This is definitely the most we've ever 
had. Our previous high was 64. 

"We have a graduation ceremony here at 
the end of each four-week block 
throughout the school year for everyone 

who has finished his requirements for 
graduation at that time," Storm 
explained. 

During the cer emony, each student is 
recognized, not only for completing 
high school but also for what he/ she 
brings to the school community. 

Page 14 ----------------------------------May-June, 2004 

The PTA Council Communique (Continued) 

Grove Elementary (Cont.): 

associates program. Linda is a former 
teacher at Grove who continues to sup
port the school along with the PTA. 

Thanks to all the parent and teacher 
volunteers as well as the dedicated PTA 
Board. Without their help throughout 
the year, none of the events the PTA 
scheduled would have come together 
successfully. A special thanks to Stacie 
Haynes, Audrea Tyrell, Tony and April 
Hughes for serving as this year's offi
cers. 

I hope everyone has a great summer, 
and thanks again for all your support 
and help. 

Kathy Kemper 
Grove PTA President 

Jarman Elementary: 

We're so glad we had the opportunity to 
be involved with Jarman PTA this year. 
We are extremely fortunate to have par
ents and volunteers who are dedicated, 
committed and give generously of their 
time. We have weathered last year's 
budget cuts due to the huge success of 
our major fund raiser, Jog-a-than. This 
fund raiser continues to generate rev
enue to cover operating expenses the 
entire year. 

The staff at Jarman is wonderful, our 
principal Patti Pitcock is terrific, and we 
loved supporting them by providing 
them with a back-to-school breakfast, 
meals during conference week, remem
bering special occasions, and providing 
a very special Teacher Appreciation 
Week. Each teacher also received a cur
riculum grant to purchase materials 
needed to assist with learning in the 
classroom. The year was full of activi
ties with the collecting of receipts and 
box tops, decorating the halls with art, 
attending brown bag luncheons, selling 
T-shirts, making phone calls and pop
ping popcorn for the stlidents, to name 
a few. 

We've accomplished a lot and to show 
for it we have new educational materials 
for our children, new playground equip
ment for recess, new benches around 
the schoolyard, a stacked-chair dolly to 
help set up for assemblies and meet
ings, a new KDTV broadcasting desk 
and a resurfaced school bookstore cabi
net. Our landscape was also beautifully 
enhanced with a new flowerbox built by 
our Boy Scouts. We have so many won-

derful people supporting our school, 
and all of you have made serving 
Jarman easy for us. Thank you for mak
ing this a really great year and for mak
ing Jarrri.an a really great school! 

julie Kramer & Kelly Peterson 
Jarman PTA Co-Presidents 

McAuliffe Elementary: 

What a great year we've had at McAuliffe 
Elementary! We kicked off the year by 
treating our teachers to a back-to-school 
lunch. Very soon after we got back into 
the swing of things, our PTA sponsored 
our two annual fund raisers. Selling 
Entertainment Books and having a cata
logue sale once again proved to be very 
profitable for our school and its stu
dents. After quickly covering our 
expenses for the year with these fund 
raisers, we spent the rest of the year 
having fun and providing quality pro
grams and support for our students and 
teachers. We held two Bingos this year 
and sponsored a wonderful carnival. 
These events are provided only for the 
enjoyment of our students and families 
and are not intended to be profitable 
events. This approach has created a 
great situation for everyone involved, 
and we always have an evening full of 
fun for our families. Our PTA also spon
sors both parties held each year during · 
December and February. 

In addition to having lots of fun at 
McAuliffe, we also were able to fund 
many new items for the school. We 
approved many classroom and school 
grants which allowed our teachers to 
purchase items to enhance their teach
ing and also provide additional supplies 
for their special units. We also were 
able to purchase some new playground 
equipment which the students will 
enjoy when they come back to school in 
August. We are very proud this year 
that our school reached 100% participa
tion in PTA membership. We had a very 
creative program this year and were 
very pleased with the results. Our PTA 
is only able to accomplish all these won
derful things with the support of our 
outstanding principal and the wonder
ful teachers and staff. It has been a 
great year at McAuliffe. 

Beverly Laubach 
McAuliffe PTA President 

Moore Elementary: 

It was a wonderful school year at Moore 
Elementary! We are so fortunate to have 

such wonderful parent and teacher sup 
port for all of our PTA activities, and our 
students greatly benefit from everything 
we do. 

The thing I am most proud of this year 
is making 100% parent and teacher 
membership. We had "Two Grannies on 
a Mission" who relentlessly pursued 
memberships from everyone. We had a 
Grandparents Luncheon, class contests 
and individual contests. The two grand
mothers never stopped until their goal 
was reached! 

This year we sold Sally Foster products 
for the first time. We raised over 
$11,000 and with that income, we fund
ed Catch the Dream, Character Counts!, 
class parties, teacher gifts and many, 
many more programs. In May, we 
installed a broadcast studio in our 
media center. Next year's students are 
already looking forward to doing the 
morning news show in our new studio! 

We had a fun-filled Carnival in October 
and a wonderful Bingo night in january. 
Everyone who attended our Carnival 
was asked to bring a canned food item 
for the Food Bank, which was weli 
received. We ended the year with our 
Talent Show and a new event, the Moore 
Olympics. Students enjoyed a field day 
and everyone received a water bottle for 
their participation. 

It has been a true pleasure to serve as 
PTA President at Moore for two consec
utive years. It's great to see first-hand 
what a wonderful school district we 
have. 

Suzanne Mobley 
Moore PTA President 

Peters Elementary: 
It has been a wonderful and exciting two 
years for me as president at Peters. Our 
school is so blessed with parents and 
teachers who care so much about our 
kid's future. You could call this the year 
of new faces. There were so many new 
parents stepping up to help with com
mittees. It's always great to get new and 
fresh ideas! 

We kicked off the year with a luncheon 
where each teacher was presented with 
a Wal-Mart gift card that they could us~: 

for much-needed classroom supplies. 
We had many successful events such as 
Bingo night, book fairs, Chick-fil-A 
night, pizza days and the ever-fun car
nival! This year's circus theme was a 
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The High School orchestra was quite 
successful at contests this year receiv
ing straight superior ratings at 
November's OSSAA string orchestra 

contest in Edmond, and 
straight superior ratings 

at State Orchestra 
Contest in both concert 

~...~~~~....._ ..... and sight-reading 
performances. They 
also received a 

superior rating at the 
National Adjudicators Invitational in St. Louis on April 30. The High School orchestra 
was awarded the prestigious Academic Achievement Award for having a collective GPA 
of 3.683, and as a result of consistent successes at Oklahoma's contests, they received 
the OSSAA Sweepstakes Award. 

The orchestras had quite a few individual successes as well. Senior All-State Orchestra 
members for 2004 were Marie Coleman and Rachel Coleman. Seniors earning 
Superior ratings at State solo/ensemble contest were Marie Coleman, Rachel Coleman, 
Ian De Silva, Audrey Downing, Paul Egan, Pradu Kannan, Corey Paolucci, Carol 
Schloss, Matt Summers, Catherine Waggy and Katie Warden. 

Senior vocal music students named to the All-OMEA (Oklahoma Music Educators 
Association) Honor Chorus were Amanda Blackwell, Courtney Camp, Ian De Silva, 
Afton Hefley, Stefani Lawbaugh, Brittany Schultz, Laura Schultz and Daniel Winter. 
Selected to perform in the All-OCDA (Oklahoma Choir Director's Association) Women's 
Chorus were Audrey Downing, Laura Schultz and Afton Hefley. 

A number of seniors received a superior rating at District and/or State Solo/Ensemble 
Contest this spring, including Audrey Downing and Ian De Silva (superior at district 
and excellent at state); Amanda Blackwell, Courtney Camp, Brittany Schultz, Laura 
Schultz and Melody Vinnett, (superior/superior). At State SA Choir contest, the UHS 
Choir received two superior ratings in Concert Performance, one superior rating in 
sight reading and one excellent rating in sight reading. This resulted in the choir 
receiving an Outstanding Achievement Award. 

The Union Speech & Debate Team sent ten qualifiers to State competition. At region
als, senior Heather Courtney took third place in humorous interpretation, sixth in 
humorous duet with Sarah Smith and second in dramatic duet with Andrew Cohoon. 
Andrew won fourth place in humorous duet with Lisa Doan and was a first alternate 
in poetry interpretation. Sarah placed sixth in monologue. Ashley Cripps was fifth in 
poetry and a humorous duet alternate with Jacquelynn Garrison. Ashley Wyatt 
placed second in monologue and was a state qualifier in poetry. 

The Wind Svmphony and the Symphonic Bands, along with the Jazz Bands, traveled to 
Washington DC in the spring to perform in the Dixie Classics National Festival. While 
in DC, they participated in the ceremony of laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier on the ninth anniversary of the Oklahoma City Murrah Building bombing. 

Members of the High School Jazz Ensemble performed at the Pittsburg State University 
Jazz Contest in March, receiving a "1" rating. Awarded Outstanding Musicianship 
Awards were seniors Brooks Ball, Jonathan Howland, Evan Solensky and Patrick 
Thomas. Ball was selected as a member of the Oklahoma Music Educators Association 
(OMEA) All-State Jazz Ensemble; Howland was tapped for the OMEA All-State Concert 
Band; and Jonathan Root was named to the OMEA All-State Orchestra. At the Dixie 
Classics National Festival in Washington DC, the wind Symphony and Jazz Ensemble 

~ received Superior ratings in 6A and the Jazz Ensemble was named the Outstanding 
Brass Section. 

/ 

Drama students p~es~nted a wide variety of options during 2003-2004. Noises Off, a 
farce and a play Within a play, kicked off the season. Three separate casts gave audi
ences the chance to see three different performances. The All-School musical The 
Wizard of Oz, included more than 50 actors from grades 4-12. The play was dir~ctor 
Tr~y Powe!l's re.write of the original script. Senior Danielle White starred as Dorothy 
while Darnel Wmter, .Andrew Lentz and sophomore Kyle Gipson, respectively, por
trayed the Cowardly Lwn, the Tin Man and the Scarecrow. Kendall Foote was Professor 
Marvel and Wesam Keesh played Toto. The season wrapped up with 12 Angry Men 
t~e famous play where one juror must persuade the other 11 against sending a man t~ 
his death. 
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The PTA Council Communique (Continued) 

Rriarglen Elementary (Cont.): 

where National Junior Honor Society 
students helped out and a very special 
guest, Roving Reptiles, whose exhibit 
was a huge hit with the students. At the 
second annual Briarglen Transportation 
Fair, students viewed examples of trans
portation vehicles in the community, 
and Karen and Bruce Bouse of Charlie's 
Chicken provided lunch for all. Old 
Time Portraits Sales weekend event was 
fun, and the pictures were fantastic. We 
provided dinner for our teachers during 
fall and spring conferences, and we 
hosted two Book Fairs to benefit our 
school. 

In December, the Scholastic Warehouse 
sale provided teachers and our library 
with some great books and shoppers 
with awesome deals. PTA moms served 
a homemade holiday luncheon to our 
teachers and staff, with gift certificates 
provided for all. Briarglen students cel
ebrated the season of giving by donat
ing socks and underwear to those in 
need at our annual Sock Hop. Our 
Cookie Dough fund raiser was a huge 
success, allowing us to make improve
ments to our track and buy curriculum
related videos for all grades. We were 
proud of the number of Briarglen stu
dents who entered the Reflections con
test. 

In April, PTA provided snacks to stu
dents during state-mandated testing 
week. Everyone had a great time at the 
Fun Run, and the students raised funds 
toward further track improvements. 
The third grade musical was held in 
April, and PTA provided refreshments 
afterward. We finished the year by hon
oring our teachers during Teacher 
Appreciation Week. 

Pam Glenn 
Briarglen PTA President 

Cedar Ridge Elementary: 

Following in the footsteps of previous 
PTA presidents at Cedar 'Ridge has been 
challenging, fun and rewarding! Look
ing back, I'd like to say thanks to those 
of you who laid a great foundation for 
us to expand on. Reflecting on the 
2003-2004 school year, I'd like to 
express my appreciation to the team of 
officers and the entire Board of 
Directors. A huge thanks also goes to 
the school staff and all the Cedar Ridge 
parents for their support in many areas: 
fund raising, Bingo, the Knighting 
Program, Reflections and the list goes 
on and on. 

In order to run a successful PTA, it takes 
everyone supporting our efforts as well 
as the ambition and drive it takes to 
chair e~ents and/or serve on the numer
ous committees. We can all be proud of 
our many accomplishments! High on 
our list is the honor of having this year's 
district Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Cherry 
Redus, ARC teacher at Cedar Ridge. We 
are also proud of earning the National 
PTA's Parent Involvement Schools of 
Excellence Certification for our out
standing parent involvement program. 
Cedar Ridge is the first Union school to 
achieve this honor. Thanks to the Cedar 
Ridge community/family, and here's to 
an even more exciting 2004-2005 
school year! 

Teri Stall 
Cedar Ridge PTA President 

Clark Elementary: 

I'd like to thank everyone at Clark for 
giving me the opportunity to serve as 
your PTA President. It has been an 
exciting and rewarding experience and 
I've enjoyed working with the students, 
teachers and parents. 

Thank you for your continued assis
tance and support of the PTA and the 
activities it sponsors. This year we were. 
able to accomplish many of our goals. 
We had several successful fund-raising 
activities. These include our brochure 
sale in October, and the first annual 
Chili/Bingo/Carnival/ Auction Night. 
These events allowed us to have two 
luncheons for the teachers and staff, 
provide back to school gift cards for our 
teachers, purchase academic and accel
erated reader trophies for many stu
dents, assist with the grounds beautifi
cation, purchase a pencil machine and 
contribute to the purchase of new play- 1 

ground equipment. These successes 
would not have been possible without a 
great group of students, parents and 
staff. Thanks again for a great year. 

Nicole Goodnight 
Clark PTA President 

Darnaby Elementary: 

Darnaby continues to benefit from over
whelming support from our volunteers, 
parents and businesses across the dis
trict. We have several major fund rais
ers, such as Jog-A-Thon, the Darnaby 
Arts & Crafts Show and the Carnival. 
These were a great success and allowed 
our PTA to purchase four new pieces of 

playground equipment for the second 
year in a row, funds for our Science Lab, 
published original stories written by the 
students, recognized students with 
weekly "Spirit Awards," and provided 
monthly popcorn treats for everyone. 

Our PTA also participates in projects 
like Meet the Masters, Reflections, 
Klothes Kloset, Red Ribbon Week, Jr. 
Great Books, Catch the Dream, the 
Union Foundation, Box Tops for 
Education as well as an Oldest Child 
Distribution program that cuts our 
copying costs. For added measure, we 
helped with the annual Fun Run, the 
Darnaby Talent Show, and brought 
author Lisa Campbell Ernst to our 
school to speak to the students during 
our Celebration of Writing. 

We hosted a brunch the week before 
school started and a luncheon during 
Teacher Appreciation Week. We provid
ed each teacher with a grant to help out 
in the classroom as well as many par
ents who volunteer in the classroom 
during the school year. We are present
ly in the process of allocating year-end 
disbursements, and we hope to replace 
a 20+-year-old popcorn machine as well 
as equipment and small furniture for 
our school. 

The success of our PTA is due to the 
dedication and commitment of our vol
unteers, and our parents were very gen
erous with their time. The sole benefici
aries of this hard work are our greatest 
treasure, our children. It was a privilege 
to serve as Darnaby's PTA President for 
2003-2004. 

Laura Holmes 
Darnaby PTA President 

Grove Elementary: 

The Grove PTA had two major fund-rais
ing events this year - Fasco and Saver 
Cards - with profits of over $10,500. 
These funds, along with smaller events 
including Albertson's Cards, Bingo, 
Giftland and Eagle Run, helped top off a 
two-year drive to add additional play
ground equipment in the kindergarten 
area north of the school, with enough 
left over to give the teachers $3,000 in 
teacher grants. 

We want to give a special thanks to 
Linda Wright and Wells Fargo 
Foundation for donating over $1,200 
directly to the PTA through their sales 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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Eleven Union seniors were chosen as 2003-
2004 National Merit Scholarship finalists by 
the National Merit Scholarship Corporation 
(NMSC). Those students are Celia Beck, 
Miriam Blankenship, Stephen Elkind, Allison 
Grindle, Angela Liniger, Andrew Morris, 
Jordan Rader, Heather Stiverson, Heather 
Urquhart, Kathryn Warden & Rachel 
Williams. 

To be selected as Merit scholars, 
students must demonstrate an 
outstanding academic record, be 
endorsed and recommended by 
their school principal, confirm PSAT/ NMSQT 
(Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/ 
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) 
performance on the Scholastic Assessment 
Test (SAT) or the American College Test (ACT) 
and provide detailed information about their 
scholastic accomplishments, school and com
munity activities, educational 
plans and goals. 

National Merit Scholarship 
awards are supported by some 

600 independent sponsors and by NMSC's 
own funds. Sponsor organizations include 
corporations and businesses, company foun
dations, professional associations, and col
leges and universities. 

Daniel O'Dowd was selected as a semi-finalist 
in the national competition. 

Though not qualifying for schol
arship competition, eight other 
Union High School seniors were named 
National Merit Commended Students in recog
nition of their high academic performance on 
the PSAT/ NMSQT test. Those students include 
Travis Biddick, Moriah Birnbaum, L yndsey 
Hogg, Ryan Huey, Katherine Keeling, Megan 
Miller, Brittany Overstreet & Nikita Shah. 
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The PTA Council Communique 
Andersen Elementary: 

When I look back over the calendar to 
reflect on the year, it seems like just 
yesterday we were setting the dates for 
all our activities and now they've all 
passed! We had another very produc
tive year at Andersen, and I truly count 
it a privilege to have participated. We 
have many service-oriented activities 
such as Chat-N-Chew, a lunch time read
ing group our kids love; Ice-cream and 
Popcorn days, our highly competitive 
Geography Bee, skating, Super Kids Day 
and of course a Talent Show. Our hos
pitality committee also does a wonder
ful job expressing our gratitude to our 
exceptional teachers and staff. Our two 
Bingo nights not only provide great fam
ily fun but also our largest income. 
Parents and our community are very 
supportive of our fund-raising efforts to 
support these and many other pro
grams. 

We are also anticipating more improve
ments to our playground again this year 
thanks to the fund raising and bond 
money Union parents continue to pro
vide. We have a huge Board full of ded
icated parents who commit to the activ
ities and then wholeheartedly see them 
through. I have appreciated working 
with everyone the last two years. As I 
watched the delighted faces and heard 
the constant giggles at Super Kids Day 
recently, I thought how worthwhile all 
the time and effort of all the parents is 
in making these wonderful days for our 
children. My family is truly blessed to 
be part of Andersen Elementary. 

Andrea Chenoweth 
Andersen PTA President 

Boevers Elementarv: 

The Boevers Elementary PTA had a great 
school year and accomplished many 
wonderful things. Our Fall Fund Raiser 
and Fall Bingo raised enough money to 
purchase $13,000 worth of playground 
equipment for our school. Phase I will 
be installed over the summer and will be 
ready for use in the fall. Another pur
chase made by the PTA was a brand new 
copy machine for our teachers to use. 
We feel proud to be one of the only 
PTAs in the Union district to provide a 
copier for our school. 

The PTA Reflections Program received 
over 250 entries from the talented boys 
and girls at Boevers. This number of 
entries more than doubled the amount 

. 

~President's Comments • . 

Spring is here. Seniors graduating, Pre-K starting kindergarten in the fall this is 
an exciting part of the school year. Two years have gone by fast -- it see~s like 
yesterday that I was installed as Council President and now it is over. At Council 
we have been very busy all year. We had a very successful T-shirt sale in the fall. 
This is very important to Council because we only have two major fund raisers 
and th_e monies we_ raise go toward scholarships after our expenses of running 
CounciL Janet Theis and Eve Eklund did a great job as usual with our Catch the 
Dream Program, recognizing teachers and support personnel who have made a 
difference in a child's life with a kind word or action. 

Our Meet the Masters program brought art to life in the elementary schools 
thanks to the volunteers and art teachers who are using the materials provided 
by Council. Our Reflections program was outstanding this year with a record 
number of students being recognized on the state and national levels. For this 
we need to thank Beth Bates, Kay I ten, Tona Bogle and Cindy Gill who worked so 
hard to make this program such a success. 

Our scholarship committee headed by Lisa Carroll awarded 36 scholarships this 
year . to graduating seniors who were PTSA members and completed all the 
reqmrements. Our Klothes Kloset was open by appointment only this year due 
to the lack of a Chairman. We did provide to families who were in need and 
hope to get it up and running again next year. (Any volunteers?) Last but not 
least is the Elementary Track Meet. We handle the concessions and always have 
a blast. All the money earned rolls over into scholarships for next year. 

Union is hosting the State PTA Convention this year at the Southern Hills 
Marriott July 30-31. I hope everyone can attend as a delegate or volunteer and 
s.how the state just how great Union is in spirit and volunteerism. If you would 
like to help or would like to donate something for our goodie bags, please feel 
free to call me at 250-2220. Any help would be appreciated. 

Suzette Baker 
Union PTA Council President 

received last year. That is quite an 
accomplishment for our school! 

Other programs and activities spon
sored by our PTA this school year 
included Box Tops and Campbell's Soup 
Labels, Catch the Dream, Papa John's 
Pizza Night, Popcorn Day, aT-Shirt sale, 
a School Directory Sale, Spring Bingo, 
Teacher Appreciation Week, and the 
Union Foundation Basket Auction. 
Boevers PTA has many dedicated volun
teers who worked very hard to make 
each of these a success. 

Leah Overstreet 
Boevers PTA President 

Briarglen Elementary: 

As Briarglen's PTA President, I am proud 
to report that we had a great year! We 

started with a back-to-school luncheon 
for our teachers and staff, followed by 
co-hosting Back-to-School/Family Out
reach night where we provided hot 
dogs, chips, cookies, and numerous 
smiling volunteers representing our dif
ferent committees. It was an effort to 
attract even more parent participation 
within Briarglen. 

In September, grandparents lunched 
with students to celebrate Grandparents 
Day. Two new programs this year, lol
lipop sales for Special Olympics and 
Abitibi Paper Recycling, were a huge 
success! Of course we have some old 
favorites like AR pizza, Papa John's 
Pizza Night, popcorn sales and good 
behavior parties, Albertson's shopper 
cards, Campbell Soup Labels and Box 
Tops for Education. 

October was busy with the Fall Carnival 



Lisa Doan 

Sarah Dandridge 

Palmer Johnson 
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Daniel Koch 

SPECIAL SCHOLARSlllPS 

OKLAHOMA STATE REGENTS SCHOLARSlllP: ACT combined 132 or SAT combined 
score of 15 50 or greater - National Merit Finalist qualifies. Celia C. Beck, Travis 
Biddick, Miriam Blankenship, Mark Chandler, Stephen Elkind, Allison Grindle, Ryan 
Huey, Angela Liniger, Andrew Morris, Jordan Rader, Heather Stiverson, Heather 
Urquhart, Kathryn Warden & Rachel Williams 

US NAVAL ACADEMY: $250,000.00-$400,000.00- Michael Kaminski 

BOVAlRD: $24,000.00- Kayla Baggs 

ROBERT S. BYRD SCHOLARS: $1,000.00 - Miriam Blankenship, Ryan Huey, Mark 
Chandler & Rachel Williams 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK AND TRUST: $8,000.00- Lisa Doan 

GIRL SCOUT JUUETTE LOW LEADERSlllP SOCIETY SCHOLARSlllP: $1,000.00- Sarah 
Dandridge 

JOSTENS-UNION LEADERSlllP SCHOLARSlllP: Mark Chandler & Palmer Johnson 

PTA SCHOLARSHIP: Karinna M. Avila, Brandon Michael Bell, Brittany Jane Boswell, 
Brian Alan Chenoweth, Cara Lynn Christoffersen, Jennifer Lynn Curran, Erin Aleece 
Daily, Ian Joel De Silva, Brandon M. Dewey, John Robe~t Diver, Mi~hael J~mes Grogan, 
Kayla Sue Gunn, Stephanie Donise Hardway, Lauren Nicole Harkrider, Elizabeth Anne 
Hays, Amanda Jill Hayter, Lyndsey Nicole Hogg, Ryan Wilson Huey, Chloe Anne Johns, 
Ashley Denise Kirby, Amanda Kate Laubach, Angela Darlene Liniger, Monica Lee. Mayes, 
Melissa Ann Meredith, Andrew James Morris, Brian Lee Mundt, Tess Elizabet~ 
Nordstog, Jordan David Rader, Hannah R. Roberts, Rachel Diane Swanson, Amanda. Gail 
Thiessen, Amber Kay Thiessen, Dennis P. Yo, Leslie Marie Weber, Chelsea Nicole 
Williams & Rachel Leigh Williams 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

COCA-COLA SCHOLARS: Mike Kaminiski & Dennis Yo 

WENDY'S HIGH SCHOOL REISMAN: Palmer Johnson & Kiki Stephens 

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATES: JuanDiego Alonso, Keli Bass, Travis Biddick, Moriah 
Birnbaum, Miriam Blankenship, Elizabeth Brooks, Jennifer L. Curran, John Diver, Lisa 
Doan, Stephen Elkind, Allison Grindle, Michael Grogan, Lauren Harkrider, Lyndsey 
Hogg, Ryan Huey, Jessica Jeter, Palmer Johnson, Michael Kaminski, Katherine Keeling, 
Daniel Koch, Stefani Lawbaugh, Lindsey Meimerstorf, Dalila Meraou, Megan Miller, 
Andrew Morris, Jenny Murphy, James Paek, Jonathan Peters, Jaydeep Sen, Nikita Shah, 
Caleb Shahbandeh, Ashley Sisco, Shawn Sloan, James Soukup, Heather Stiverson, 
Rachel Swanson, Amanda Thiessen, Amber Thiessen, Kim Tran, Jessica Trower;- Surlil 
Yardey, Dennis Yo, Catherine Waggy, Sarah Ward, Rachel L. Williams & Chee Yang 

Elizabeth Brooks Jennifer Curran Michael Grogan Stefani Lawbaugh 

jessica Trower 

Shawn Sloan 
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Nathan Peterson 

Zach Snider 

Adam Blankenship 

Ty Bohannon 

Stevie Bailey 

]amie Gwinn 

ATHLETICS CONTINUED: 
Oklahoma take on the all-stars from Texas, and Zach Snider received the Ford of Tulsa 
Player of the Year Award. 

Several players received scholarships that will allow them to continue their playing 
careers at the college level -- Nathan Peterson (OSU), Zach Snider (Arkansas), Adam 
Blankenship (Nebraska), Mitchell Cato (New Mexico State), Jake Spavital (Southwest 
Missouri State), Ryan Mcinerney (Pittsburg State) and Grant Lester (Wheaton College). 

The Fast-Pitch Softball season was highlighted by a second-place finish at state. The 
girls were 33-12, winning the Western Heights and Regional tournaments and taking 
second in the gold bracket of the BA Tournament. The team was spearheaded by ten 
senior girls with pitcher Stevie Bailey picking up All-State honors. Selected to the first 
team Frontier Conference team were seniors Jamie Gwinn (1st base), Keri Glidewell 
(utility), Amy Gillman (designated hitter), Stevie Bailey (pitcher) and junior Carrie 
Egnor (3rd base). Outfielders Dara Burge, Lace Mcintosh, Heather Hawkins and 
Elaina Stanford received Honorable Mention. 

The girls' golf team finished tied for runner-up at the State tournament. They won 
eight tournaments and were regional champions for the fourth year in a row. Lyndsey 
Hogg lettered four years, was All-Conference and 1st alternate All-State. Lindsey 
Meimerstorf lettered four years, was a medalist at the Fairfax Edmond Tournament, 
All-Conference and All-State. Lindsay Triffo lettered three years, was All-Conference 
and All-State and has signed a letter of intent to play golf at the University of Missouri
Kansas City. 

The boys' golf team finished fourth at the State tournament and the Frontier 
Conference. Highlight of the year was a first-place finish in the Tournament of 
Champions in Ada. Senior Mark Mogelnicki lettered four years and has signed to play 
at Oklahoma Christian College; Richard Why lettered three years and was All
Conference and All-State, and Allen Coffee lettered his senior year. 

The 2004 slow-pitch softball team ended up with a record of 17-15 and a second place 
finish at regionals. The Lady Redskins were led by seniors Keri Glidewell at short stop 
with a 495 batting average and Stevie Bailey at 2nd base with a 435 batting average. 
Other seniors were outfielders Dara Burge with a 365 batting average, Lace Mcintosh 
with a 345 batting average and Heather Hawkins with a 315 batting average. Senior 
infielders were Jamie Gwinn at first base with a 305 batting average, Claire Parrish 
with a 325 batting average and catcher Amy Gillman with a 365 batting average. 

The Redskins Boys Soccer Team finished the regular season 9-4, preparing for a run at 
the State Championship. They finished second in district and were consistently ranked 
in the top-ten in the state throughout the season. Senior goalkeepers Jacob Stauffer 
and Brandon Hart, along with defenders james Soukup, jeremiah Rios, Michael 
Mydland and Stephen Brewster comprised one of the most stubborn and fierce 
defenses in the state. Union's attack, led by seniors Todd Goddard, Robert Davis, 
Mitch Nikel and Pele Portillo, helped post 42 regular-season goals. Stephen Brewster 
and Todd Goddard were selected to represent Union in the All-State match in June. 

The Lady Redskins Soccer Team finished the regular season 8-4-1, third in their district 
and ranked in the top-ten in the state. Senior goalkeepers Keli Bass and Holly 
Rowland combined to have five shutouts. Senior defenders Elizabeth Brooks, Jessica 
Trower and Kelli Jackson did an excellent job during the regular season in 
preventing the opposition from scoring and beginning offensive play. Kristin 
Metevelis led the team in scoring with 9 goals and 4 assists. She and Kelli Jackson • 
will represent Union in the All-State game in June, while Keli Bass, Elizabeth Brooks 
and Jessica Trower received All-State honorable mention. 

The varsity baseball team put together another successful seaso~, recording_ a 27~8 
won/loss record that culminated in a fourth consecutive Regional Fmal ChampiOnship 
game. Although the game did not go in the Redskins' favor, the senior members of the 
team laid a positive foundation for the 2005 team to build on. 

They were led by senior right fielder/ pitcher Andre': Wells .. starting pitchers J~e 
Lago and Garrett Thomas, catcher josh Jacobsen, outfielder Trmon Johnson and util
ity player Jonathan De Alba. 

The 2003-2004 Union Redskin Wrestling team had contributions from.wrestlers in all 
grades. The team was led by seniors Trevor Sharon, jack Pool, Br~an Mazuc and 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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Daniel O'Dowd 

--Travis Riddick 

Paul Egan 

Ryan Huey 

Catherine Waggy 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION (Cont.) 

NATIONAL MERIT FINALISTS: Celia C. Beck, Miriam R. Blankenship, Stephen ]. 
Elkind, Allison L. Grindle, Angela D. Liniger, Andrew ]. Morris, Jordan D. Rader, 
Heather L. Stiverson, Heather L. Urquhart, Kathryn D. Warden & Rachel L. Williams 

NATIONAL MERIT SEMI-FINALISTS: Daniel]. O'Dowd 

NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED: Travis P. Biddick, Moriah D. Birnbaum, Lyndsey N. 
Hogg, Ryan W. Huey, Katherine L. Keeling, Megan W. Miller, Brittany Overstreet & 
Nikita K. Shah 

NATIONAL HISPANIC RECOGNITION PROGRAM: Katherine L. Keeling 

OKLAHOMA FOUNDATION FOR EXCELLENCE ALL-STATERS: $1,500.00 each -
Miriam Blankenship, Andrew Morris & Rachel Williams 

OKLAHOMA ACADEMIC SCHOLARS: (Grades 9-12 cumulative CPA 3.7/ 4.0 4 
English, 3 Math, 3 Science, 3 Social Studies, 27 ACT, 1180 SAT) ]uanDiego Alonso, 
Allison Bagwell, Keli Bass, Celia Beck, Brandon Bell, Travis Biddick, Moriah Birnbaum, 
Miriam Blankenship, Ty Bohannon, Brittany Boswell, Lauren Brammeier, Elizabeth 
Brooks, Sean Brown, Mark Chandler, Brian Chenoweth, Cara Christofferson, Andrew 
Cohoon, jessie Cox, jennifer L. Curran, Matthew Currie, Sarah Dandridge, Robert 
Davis, Ian De Silva, John Diver, Lisa Doan, Sarah Donaldson, Ryan Dowse, Deidre Dunn, 
Paul Egan, Stephen Elkind, Zuleyka Flores, Allison Grindle, Michael Grogan, Kayla 
Gunn, jennifer Hackett, Lauren Harkrider, Lyndsey Hogg, jonathan Howland, Ryan 
Huey, John Hurst, David Huynh, jessica Jeter, Palmer -johnson, Michael Kaminski, 
Katherine Keeling, Armean Khezri, Daniel Koch, Jason Korner, Stefani Lawbaugh, 
Grant Lester, Angela Liniger, Dorian Marx, Monica Mayes, Lindsey Meirnerstorf, Dalila 
Meraou, Megan Miller, Andrew Morris, Jenny Murphy, Ryan Oglesby, James Paek, 
Alecia Paschal, Jonathan Peters, Jordan Rader, Hannah Roberts, Brittany Schultz, Laura 
Schultz, jaydeep Sen, Nikita Shah, Caleb Shahbandeh, Ashley Sisco, Michael Slack, 
Shawn Sloan, James Soukup, Heather Stiverson, Matthew Summers, Rachel Swanson, 
Amanda Thiessen, Amber Thiessen, Koree Thompson, Kim Tran, Jessica Trower, Sunil 
Vardey, Dennis Vo, Catherine Waggy, Sarah Ward, Kathryn Warden, Rachel L. Williams, 
Chee Yang, Kara Yannaccone & Laura Zerger 

SALUTATORIANS: juanDiego Alonso, john R. Diver, Allison L. Grindle, Jennifer L. 
Hackett, Lauren N. Harkrider, Megan W. Miller, jordan D. Rader, Kim T. Tran & Sunil 
Vardey 

VALEDICTORIANS: Paul F. Egan, Stephen]. Elkind, Michael ]. Kaminski, Daniel S. 
Koch, Dalila]. Meraou, Andrew]. Morris, jaydeep Sen, Nikita K. Shah, Dennis P. Vo & 
Rachel L. Williams 

SENIORS OF THE MONTH: August - Allison Grindle & jake Spavital; September -
Lyndsey Hogg & Andrew Morris; October - Catherine Waggy & jay Sen; November -
Leslie Weber & Mark Chandler; December- Rachel Swanson & Jordan Rader; January
Lauren Harkrider & Palmer Johnson; February - Megan Miller & Mike Kaminski; March 
-Ashley Kirby & Ryan Huey; April- Katie Warden & Dennis Vo; May- Katherine Keeling 
& Marcus Cancienne 

SENIORS OF THE YEAR: Ashley Kirby & Mark Chandler 

jaydeep Sen Brittany Overstreet Nikita Shah juanDiego Alonso 

Kara Yannaccone 

Chee Yang 

Sarah Ward 

Marcus Cancienne 
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john Diver 
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Clent Stewart 

john Tarbell 

Mike Bontrager 

Mark Mogelnicki 

jeremy Chatmon 

The highlight of the 2003-2004 ath
letic year at Union was the boys' 
basketball team winning the 6A 
State Championship and the gold 

ball for the first 
time in school his
tory. The season 
record of 26-2 was 
the best ever for 
the 'Skins. 

Senior Clent 
Stewart was a 

total team player, doing whatever the team needed to succeed. A four-year starter, he 
led the team in assists, steals and scoring. He was conference MVP, Tulsa World State 
Player of the Year, Daily Oklahoman Super-5 Team, Oklahoma Basketball Coaches 
Assoc. (OBCA) Player of the Year, Tournament of Champions MVP, first team state tour
nament, Oklahoma Coaches Assoc. (OCA) All-State, Faith 7 Team, OCA and OBCA All
District. He has signed to continue his career at Kansas State University. 

Three-year starter John Tarbell has signed with NOC-Enid Junior College. He was sec
ond team All-Conference, first team state tournament, OCA All-State, All-District, 
OBCA All-Star. John led the team in blocked shots, rebounds and three-point percent
age. Mike Bontrager, a two-year letterman, has signed to play at Southeast Iowa Junior 
College. He was the second leading scorer and a three-point specialist. He was first 
team All-Conference, OBCA All-Star, All-District, first team state tournament and Jim 
Thorpe All-Star. 

Mark Mogelnicki, a one-year letterman and starter, was the missing piece to the puz
zle. He came back to basketball after taking a year off to focus on golf and stepped up 
late in the year as a key player in the state tourney run. Gary Bullock, Jeremy 
Chatmon and Desmond Crawford, all first time lettermen, provided leadership and 
depth for the team. They played huge roles throughout the season. 

The Lady Redskins enjoyed another successful season, ending the year with a regional 
championship, an Area Consolation championship and their first trip to State since 
2000. The team was led by Kiki Stephens, who has signed to play at Wichita State 
University. She was also selected to All-State and will partiCipate in many all-star 
games this summer. 

The team will be hit hard by graduation this year, losing manager Leslie Weber, train
er Karinna Avila and players Melody Vinnett, Amber May, Ji Kim, Megan Corso, 
Deidra Dunn, April Whitlock, Lauren LaBeau and Kiki Stephens. This group of sen
iors is directly responsible for the turn-around in the basketball program. Each played 
a large role in the success of the Lady Redskin program and will leave having made it 
stronger for those who follow. 

Members of the Union Gymnastics Team were Level 6 State Champions thanks to out
standing performances from freshman Alicia Kirkpatrick, sophomores Amanda Roth 
and Tasha Littleton and junior Meron Gashu. 

This year's senior class led the Redskins football team to a 12-1 season. During their 
three years of High School football, the program had a winning record of 3 7-2. Nathan 
Peterson, Zach Snider and Jake Spavital were named by the Daily Oklahoman as First 
TeiJ.IIl All-State. The Oklahoma Coaches Association selected Spavital and Adam 
Blankenship to represent Union in the OCA All-State games. Ty Bohannon and Zach 
Snider join Blankenship and Spavital on the Oil Bowl team where all-stars from 
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~~whether Together or Apart, M 
aying of Pomp and Circumstance began 

comme cement ceremonies for the 938 members of the 
Class of 2004. Se ·or class executive officer Casey Shelton 
welcomea her classmates, saying "We are at the highlight of 
our lives. The time has come to enter the world and begin 
our lives as adults; ready and willing to face the challenges 
and aoys that re ahead." 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden reminded the class, "Life 
after higli school - or adult life - isn't like TV. Even though 
y u 've been raised on something called reality TV- it has lit
tle 1'0 do with reality. Adults don't hang out in a coffee shop 
all day 'th their friends - they have to go to work. 
A:~prentice-level jobs don't come with a luxury car and a 
huge salqry. The reality of your life is now up to you. ·How 
yol!l. autl'io the script will be based on the decisions you 

"Your teachers and administrators are very proud of you 
tbnight. You are now their legacy- their professional life's 
work. You will go out into the world, and people will know 
Union IJ-1blic Schools through you. They will know the qual
in' of our teachers by how much you know and how you 
ve.' 

Student Council president Mark Chandler said "As we walk 
away from U ·on High School, we leave behind the greatest 
o reputations and accomplishments and a spirit that will 
continue to keep the State of the Union strong and growing 
for years to come." Recapping this year's theme, "It's All 
About . , ' e noted that students not only focused on an 
amazing senior. year but also looked outward in a show of 
supp0rt to a community in need. "The expected level of 
excellence was raised to an all-new height as Union students 
constantly strived for greatness, for themselves and the 
scho9.l th~y came to symbolize," he noted. "Walk into your 
f tiir~ itn pride; walk with the pride of a Redskin." 

Class secre ary Ashley Kirby and publicist Dennis Vo 
rememberetl "The Good Ol' Days" from kindergarten where 
we ate, Ifapped and colored to sixth grade where we got 
stu& in J?Od.s with kids we didn't even know, and the entire 
scho0Lreeked of chlorine. At the I-High, some of us began 
to take ei:lucation seriously. The High School offered all 
sorts of new freedoms - well actually, just off-campus lunch, 
where we learned to scarf down a meal in under nine min
ud s. Then tonight - the final frontier, the commencement, 
tHe grand ~inale -we end this 13-year educational journey of 
ftiends, joys, loves and embarrassments. Con tulations 
on his milestone, Class of 2004." 

Chelsea Coleman, class vice presideRt, quoted 
saying to parents" 'You are tHe bows from whi 
dren as living arrows are sent forth.' There is g e.' 
stable bow formed by-tone family, the teachers, the friends of 

these graduates. Yet tonight not one of us is 
truly ready to let go - we are not positioned 
perfectly on the bow; we do not have 
immaculate aerodynamic form. We could 
spend our entire lives preparing for per
fection and never reaching it. This is 
the largest change we have endured 
yet, and the biggest mistake would be 
to remain stagnant and paralyzed. 
Our paths should not be comfortable, 
but rather, extraordinary. "The only 
challenge I have for you is this - Don't 
live your life as a high school senior." 

Principal Dave Stauffer recognized 46 
Distinguished Graduates as well as nine 
Salutatorians and ten Valedictorians who 
represented the top 1% and 
2% of the class. Mike 
Kaminski and 
Andrew Morris 
were selected 
to speak for 
the Valedic
torians. 

"It's prob-
ably over
used, but 
I really 
like the 
metaphor 
that op
portunity is 
a door," said 
Kaminski. "It 
can be used in 
so many ways. For 
instance, tonight we 
are all about to walk 
through an enormous door. 
Picture a ten-story tall, 5000-ton, solid 
mahogany door. The deadbolt's on for 
about forty-five more minutes, so 
hang tight. The reason this door is 
so massive is because there's so 
much inside. When it opens, the 
possibilities are truly endless, and 
anything we want to become is 
within our reach. All the things we 
said we wanted to be when we were 
growing up are on the other side of 
this door and within our reach. 
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the happy, successful lives that we want. For oth

ers we might pick the wrong one a couple of 
times, or it might be locked. But th'at can't 

slow you down. As long as you have the 
mindset that you will succeed, you're 

going to get what you want. 
Perseverance mixed with a little hard 
work >vill knock down any door, even 
if it sticks a little.'' 

"Twenty-four years ago the US hockey 
team accomplished that which can 
only be called a miracle," noted Morris. 

"They defeated the Russians and went 
on to beat Finland for the Olympic gold 

medal. They were termed the "Miracle on 
Ice" and stand today as one of the greatest 

in sports history. However, the 
team did not succeed on 

simply talent, or luck, 
or training; they 

succeeded be
cause of the 

great desire 
they had to 
win. That 
t e a m 
seized 
the great 
opportu
nity in 
front of 
them and 

raced on
ward to vic

tory. 

"As we stand at 
the end of our high 

school careers, we also 
have a great opportunity 

before us. Not knowing what stands before 
us, we must prepare to face the unknown. 

Without doubt, barriers stand in front of 
us, but barriers can be overcome. We 
must take risks, knowing there is a possi
bility that we will fail. We must step out 
of our comfort zones, smile at a stranger 
arid dream. Dash forward, knowing that 
eventually we will fall, but also knowing 
that we are surrounded by people who 
will help us back to our feet. Opportunity 

is here, in every moment. It is waiting to 
be snatched when we develop the courage 

to reach toward it. 

make a difference in our world. As the 1980 ho<>key team 
left the locker room, Coach Brooks tolc!l them, 'This is your 
time. Go out there and take it.' Well, t0nigh~. it's our time. 
Our opportunity is here. Our moment can be great, if we 
allow ourselves to make it so. It's our time. Let's make our 
moment great.'' 

"Today, more than ever, Americans can cherish tlieir ree
dom and the freedom of others," stated class president 
Palmer Johnson. "Together, Americans have stoo and s 'd, 
'I will not live in fear,' and thanks to the many ]j anches Of 
our armed services, other nations can now stand d saYj'I 
will not live in fear."' The Union Senior Choir, led stud nt 
conductor Audrey Downing, sang The On o St ds 
Alone in honor of students who have enlisted t0\8 . e the 
armed forces, those currently serving and all~ans. 

"Seniors, we made it - we are graduating. Let u • enjoy he 
time we have left with our friends, let us treasu e the mem
ories we've made, and let us never forget our oun · ft," 
said class executive officer Mindy Knapp. "0 , 
with our family, friends and teachers, we stand at the esh-
old of our future and celebrate new beginnings. It is impor
tant to plan, hope and dream, but we must not for et our 
past. In our last moments together, remember ou class -
unlike any other - the Class of 2004. 

"Everyone who has walked the halls of our school, everyGne 
who has seen the good or the bad times - we aie Redski.hs. 
Whether we are short, tall, fat, skinny or in-between- we are 
Redskins. Whether we play sports, attempt to play spor s, 
act in productions, produce artwork, play in the band, sing 
in the choir, do all of these or none of these - we are al!l 
Redskins. Whether we are first in our class cir last in our 
class- we are all Redskins. We have from the beginning been 
Redskins; we served thirteen years as Redskirls, and o this 
night we leave as Redskins. Redskins For Life!!" 

After seniors accepted their diplomas, the class officers 
passed the torch to the Class of 2005. President Palmer 
Johnson noted, "I encourage you to make your finq1 YL , 
most memorable. At an institution built on t a ·110 , .. o.u 
must strive to uphold and enhance the traditi ns n<it s·;t't 
Union apart from other schools. Your impact as seni •rs 
begins tonight, and with that I challenge you to c ry Unio 's 
spirit and traditions so they may continue to sha ·, e our c@m
munity." 
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--Travis Riddick 

Paul Egan 

Ryan Huey 

Catherine Waggy 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION (Cont.) 

NATIONAL MERIT FINALISTS: Celia C. Beck, Miriam R. Blankenship, Stephen ]. 
Elkind, Allison L. Grindle, Angela D. Liniger, Andrew ]. Morris, Jordan D. Rader, 
Heather L. Stiverson, Heather L. Urquhart, Kathryn D. Warden & Rachel L. Williams 

NATIONAL MERIT SEMI-FINALISTS: Daniel]. O'Dowd 

NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED: Travis P. Biddick, Moriah D. Birnbaum, Lyndsey N. 
Hogg, Ryan W. Huey, Katherine L. Keeling, Megan W. Miller, Brittany Overstreet & 
Nikita K. Shah 

NATIONAL HISPANIC RECOGNITION PROGRAM: Katherine L. Keeling 

OKLAHOMA FOUNDATION FOR EXCELLENCE ALL-STATERS: $1,500.00 each -
Miriam Blankenship, Andrew Morris & Rachel Williams 

OKLAHOMA ACADEMIC SCHOLARS: (Grades 9-12 cumulative CPA 3.7/ 4.0 4 
English, 3 Math, 3 Science, 3 Social Studies, 27 ACT, 1180 SAT) ]uanDiego Alonso, 
Allison Bagwell, Keli Bass, Celia Beck, Brandon Bell, Travis Biddick, Moriah Birnbaum, 
Miriam Blankenship, Ty Bohannon, Brittany Boswell, Lauren Brammeier, Elizabeth 
Brooks, Sean Brown, Mark Chandler, Brian Chenoweth, Cara Christofferson, Andrew 
Cohoon, jessie Cox, jennifer L. Curran, Matthew Currie, Sarah Dandridge, Robert 
Davis, Ian De Silva, John Diver, Lisa Doan, Sarah Donaldson, Ryan Dowse, Deidre Dunn, 
Paul Egan, Stephen Elkind, Zuleyka Flores, Allison Grindle, Michael Grogan, Kayla 
Gunn, jennifer Hackett, Lauren Harkrider, Lyndsey Hogg, jonathan Howland, Ryan 
Huey, John Hurst, David Huynh, jessica Jeter, Palmer -johnson, Michael Kaminski, 
Katherine Keeling, Armean Khezri, Daniel Koch, Jason Korner, Stefani Lawbaugh, 
Grant Lester, Angela Liniger, Dorian Marx, Monica Mayes, Lindsey Meirnerstorf, Dalila 
Meraou, Megan Miller, Andrew Morris, Jenny Murphy, Ryan Oglesby, James Paek, 
Alecia Paschal, Jonathan Peters, Jordan Rader, Hannah Roberts, Brittany Schultz, Laura 
Schultz, jaydeep Sen, Nikita Shah, Caleb Shahbandeh, Ashley Sisco, Michael Slack, 
Shawn Sloan, James Soukup, Heather Stiverson, Matthew Summers, Rachel Swanson, 
Amanda Thiessen, Amber Thiessen, Koree Thompson, Kim Tran, Jessica Trower, Sunil 
Vardey, Dennis Vo, Catherine Waggy, Sarah Ward, Kathryn Warden, Rachel L. Williams, 
Chee Yang, Kara Yannaccone & Laura Zerger 

SALUTATORIANS: juanDiego Alonso, john R. Diver, Allison L. Grindle, Jennifer L. 
Hackett, Lauren N. Harkrider, Megan W. Miller, jordan D. Rader, Kim T. Tran & Sunil 
Vardey 

VALEDICTORIANS: Paul F. Egan, Stephen]. Elkind, Michael ]. Kaminski, Daniel S. 
Koch, Dalila]. Meraou, Andrew]. Morris, jaydeep Sen, Nikita K. Shah, Dennis P. Vo & 
Rachel L. Williams 

SENIORS OF THE MONTH: August - Allison Grindle & jake Spavital; September -
Lyndsey Hogg & Andrew Morris; October - Catherine Waggy & jay Sen; November -
Leslie Weber & Mark Chandler; December- Rachel Swanson & Jordan Rader; January
Lauren Harkrider & Palmer Johnson; February - Megan Miller & Mike Kaminski; March 
-Ashley Kirby & Ryan Huey; April- Katie Warden & Dennis Vo; May- Katherine Keeling 
& Marcus Cancienne 

SENIORS OF THE YEAR: Ashley Kirby & Mark Chandler 

jaydeep Sen Brittany Overstreet Nikita Shah juanDiego Alonso 

Kara Yannaccone 

Chee Yang 

Sarah Ward 

Marcus Cancienne 

jennifer Hackett 

john Diver 
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Clent Stewart 

john Tarbell 

Mike Bontrager 

Mark Mogelnicki 

jeremy Chatmon 

The highlight of the 2003-2004 ath
letic year at Union was the boys' 
basketball team winning the 6A 
State Championship and the gold 

ball for the first 
time in school his
tory. The season 
record of 26-2 was 
the best ever for 
the 'Skins. 

Senior Clent 
Stewart was a 

total team player, doing whatever the team needed to succeed. A four-year starter, he 
led the team in assists, steals and scoring. He was conference MVP, Tulsa World State 
Player of the Year, Daily Oklahoman Super-5 Team, Oklahoma Basketball Coaches 
Assoc. (OBCA) Player of the Year, Tournament of Champions MVP, first team state tour
nament, Oklahoma Coaches Assoc. (OCA) All-State, Faith 7 Team, OCA and OBCA All
District. He has signed to continue his career at Kansas State University. 

Three-year starter John Tarbell has signed with NOC-Enid Junior College. He was sec
ond team All-Conference, first team state tournament, OCA All-State, All-District, 
OBCA All-Star. John led the team in blocked shots, rebounds and three-point percent
age. Mike Bontrager, a two-year letterman, has signed to play at Southeast Iowa Junior 
College. He was the second leading scorer and a three-point specialist. He was first 
team All-Conference, OBCA All-Star, All-District, first team state tournament and Jim 
Thorpe All-Star. 

Mark Mogelnicki, a one-year letterman and starter, was the missing piece to the puz
zle. He came back to basketball after taking a year off to focus on golf and stepped up 
late in the year as a key player in the state tourney run. Gary Bullock, Jeremy 
Chatmon and Desmond Crawford, all first time lettermen, provided leadership and 
depth for the team. They played huge roles throughout the season. 

The Lady Redskins enjoyed another successful season, ending the year with a regional 
championship, an Area Consolation championship and their first trip to State since 
2000. The team was led by Kiki Stephens, who has signed to play at Wichita State 
University. She was also selected to All-State and will partiCipate in many all-star 
games this summer. 

The team will be hit hard by graduation this year, losing manager Leslie Weber, train
er Karinna Avila and players Melody Vinnett, Amber May, Ji Kim, Megan Corso, 
Deidra Dunn, April Whitlock, Lauren LaBeau and Kiki Stephens. This group of sen
iors is directly responsible for the turn-around in the basketball program. Each played 
a large role in the success of the Lady Redskin program and will leave having made it 
stronger for those who follow. 

Members of the Union Gymnastics Team were Level 6 State Champions thanks to out
standing performances from freshman Alicia Kirkpatrick, sophomores Amanda Roth 
and Tasha Littleton and junior Meron Gashu. 

This year's senior class led the Redskins football team to a 12-1 season. During their 
three years of High School football, the program had a winning record of 3 7-2. Nathan 
Peterson, Zach Snider and Jake Spavital were named by the Daily Oklahoman as First 
TeiJ.IIl All-State. The Oklahoma Coaches Association selected Spavital and Adam 
Blankenship to represent Union in the OCA All-State games. Ty Bohannon and Zach 
Snider join Blankenship and Spavital on the Oil Bowl team where all-stars from 
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-

Amber May 



Lisa Doan 

Sarah Dandridge 

Palmer Johnson 

Mike Kaminski 

Daniel Koch 

SPECIAL SCHOLARSlllPS 

OKLAHOMA STATE REGENTS SCHOLARSlllP: ACT combined 132 or SAT combined 
score of 15 50 or greater - National Merit Finalist qualifies. Celia C. Beck, Travis 
Biddick, Miriam Blankenship, Mark Chandler, Stephen Elkind, Allison Grindle, Ryan 
Huey, Angela Liniger, Andrew Morris, Jordan Rader, Heather Stiverson, Heather 
Urquhart, Kathryn Warden & Rachel Williams 

US NAVAL ACADEMY: $250,000.00-$400,000.00- Michael Kaminski 

BOVAlRD: $24,000.00- Kayla Baggs 

ROBERT S. BYRD SCHOLARS: $1,000.00 - Miriam Blankenship, Ryan Huey, Mark 
Chandler & Rachel Williams 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK AND TRUST: $8,000.00- Lisa Doan 

GIRL SCOUT JUUETTE LOW LEADERSlllP SOCIETY SCHOLARSlllP: $1,000.00- Sarah 
Dandridge 

JOSTENS-UNION LEADERSlllP SCHOLARSlllP: Mark Chandler & Palmer Johnson 

PTA SCHOLARSHIP: Karinna M. Avila, Brandon Michael Bell, Brittany Jane Boswell, 
Brian Alan Chenoweth, Cara Lynn Christoffersen, Jennifer Lynn Curran, Erin Aleece 
Daily, Ian Joel De Silva, Brandon M. Dewey, John Robe~t Diver, Mi~hael J~mes Grogan, 
Kayla Sue Gunn, Stephanie Donise Hardway, Lauren Nicole Harkrider, Elizabeth Anne 
Hays, Amanda Jill Hayter, Lyndsey Nicole Hogg, Ryan Wilson Huey, Chloe Anne Johns, 
Ashley Denise Kirby, Amanda Kate Laubach, Angela Darlene Liniger, Monica Lee. Mayes, 
Melissa Ann Meredith, Andrew James Morris, Brian Lee Mundt, Tess Elizabet~ 
Nordstog, Jordan David Rader, Hannah R. Roberts, Rachel Diane Swanson, Amanda. Gail 
Thiessen, Amber Kay Thiessen, Dennis P. Yo, Leslie Marie Weber, Chelsea Nicole 
Williams & Rachel Leigh Williams 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

COCA-COLA SCHOLARS: Mike Kaminiski & Dennis Yo 

WENDY'S HIGH SCHOOL REISMAN: Palmer Johnson & Kiki Stephens 

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATES: JuanDiego Alonso, Keli Bass, Travis Biddick, Moriah 
Birnbaum, Miriam Blankenship, Elizabeth Brooks, Jennifer L. Curran, John Diver, Lisa 
Doan, Stephen Elkind, Allison Grindle, Michael Grogan, Lauren Harkrider, Lyndsey 
Hogg, Ryan Huey, Jessica Jeter, Palmer Johnson, Michael Kaminski, Katherine Keeling, 
Daniel Koch, Stefani Lawbaugh, Lindsey Meimerstorf, Dalila Meraou, Megan Miller, 
Andrew Morris, Jenny Murphy, James Paek, Jonathan Peters, Jaydeep Sen, Nikita Shah, 
Caleb Shahbandeh, Ashley Sisco, Shawn Sloan, James Soukup, Heather Stiverson, 
Rachel Swanson, Amanda Thiessen, Amber Thiessen, Kim Tran, Jessica Trower;- Surlil 
Yardey, Dennis Yo, Catherine Waggy, Sarah Ward, Rachel L. Williams & Chee Yang 

Elizabeth Brooks Jennifer Curran Michael Grogan Stefani Lawbaugh 

jessica Trower 

Shawn Sloan 
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Caleb Shahbandeh 
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May-June, 2004---------------------------------- Page 11 

Nathan Peterson 

Zach Snider 

Adam Blankenship 

Ty Bohannon 

Stevie Bailey 

]amie Gwinn 

ATHLETICS CONTINUED: 
Oklahoma take on the all-stars from Texas, and Zach Snider received the Ford of Tulsa 
Player of the Year Award. 

Several players received scholarships that will allow them to continue their playing 
careers at the college level -- Nathan Peterson (OSU), Zach Snider (Arkansas), Adam 
Blankenship (Nebraska), Mitchell Cato (New Mexico State), Jake Spavital (Southwest 
Missouri State), Ryan Mcinerney (Pittsburg State) and Grant Lester (Wheaton College). 

The Fast-Pitch Softball season was highlighted by a second-place finish at state. The 
girls were 33-12, winning the Western Heights and Regional tournaments and taking 
second in the gold bracket of the BA Tournament. The team was spearheaded by ten 
senior girls with pitcher Stevie Bailey picking up All-State honors. Selected to the first 
team Frontier Conference team were seniors Jamie Gwinn (1st base), Keri Glidewell 
(utility), Amy Gillman (designated hitter), Stevie Bailey (pitcher) and junior Carrie 
Egnor (3rd base). Outfielders Dara Burge, Lace Mcintosh, Heather Hawkins and 
Elaina Stanford received Honorable Mention. 

The girls' golf team finished tied for runner-up at the State tournament. They won 
eight tournaments and were regional champions for the fourth year in a row. Lyndsey 
Hogg lettered four years, was All-Conference and 1st alternate All-State. Lindsey 
Meimerstorf lettered four years, was a medalist at the Fairfax Edmond Tournament, 
All-Conference and All-State. Lindsay Triffo lettered three years, was All-Conference 
and All-State and has signed a letter of intent to play golf at the University of Missouri
Kansas City. 

The boys' golf team finished fourth at the State tournament and the Frontier 
Conference. Highlight of the year was a first-place finish in the Tournament of 
Champions in Ada. Senior Mark Mogelnicki lettered four years and has signed to play 
at Oklahoma Christian College; Richard Why lettered three years and was All
Conference and All-State, and Allen Coffee lettered his senior year. 

The 2004 slow-pitch softball team ended up with a record of 17-15 and a second place 
finish at regionals. The Lady Redskins were led by seniors Keri Glidewell at short stop 
with a 495 batting average and Stevie Bailey at 2nd base with a 435 batting average. 
Other seniors were outfielders Dara Burge with a 365 batting average, Lace Mcintosh 
with a 345 batting average and Heather Hawkins with a 315 batting average. Senior 
infielders were Jamie Gwinn at first base with a 305 batting average, Claire Parrish 
with a 325 batting average and catcher Amy Gillman with a 365 batting average. 

The Redskins Boys Soccer Team finished the regular season 9-4, preparing for a run at 
the State Championship. They finished second in district and were consistently ranked 
in the top-ten in the state throughout the season. Senior goalkeepers Jacob Stauffer 
and Brandon Hart, along with defenders james Soukup, jeremiah Rios, Michael 
Mydland and Stephen Brewster comprised one of the most stubborn and fierce 
defenses in the state. Union's attack, led by seniors Todd Goddard, Robert Davis, 
Mitch Nikel and Pele Portillo, helped post 42 regular-season goals. Stephen Brewster 
and Todd Goddard were selected to represent Union in the All-State match in June. 

The Lady Redskins Soccer Team finished the regular season 8-4-1, third in their district 
and ranked in the top-ten in the state. Senior goalkeepers Keli Bass and Holly 
Rowland combined to have five shutouts. Senior defenders Elizabeth Brooks, Jessica 
Trower and Kelli Jackson did an excellent job during the regular season in 
preventing the opposition from scoring and beginning offensive play. Kristin 
Metevelis led the team in scoring with 9 goals and 4 assists. She and Kelli Jackson • 
will represent Union in the All-State game in June, while Keli Bass, Elizabeth Brooks 
and Jessica Trower received All-State honorable mention. 

The varsity baseball team put together another successful seaso~, recording_ a 27~8 
won/loss record that culminated in a fourth consecutive Regional Fmal ChampiOnship 
game. Although the game did not go in the Redskins' favor, the senior members of the 
team laid a positive foundation for the 2005 team to build on. 

They were led by senior right fielder/ pitcher Andre': Wells .. starting pitchers J~e 
Lago and Garrett Thomas, catcher josh Jacobsen, outfielder Trmon Johnson and util
ity player Jonathan De Alba. 

The 2003-2004 Union Redskin Wrestling team had contributions from.wrestlers in all 
grades. The team was led by seniors Trevor Sharon, jack Pool, Br~an Mazuc and 

(Continued on Page 16) 

Lindsay Triffo 

Richard Why 

Stephen Brewster 

Todd Goddard 

/~··.-.. .. \ 

.

....... ' ~-.. ~~-. 
-'. . ' ,~; ' 

.' ~--~, ' 

-~ 

Kristin Metevelis 

Kelli jackson 



_l 

May-June, 2004---------------------------------

Eleven Union seniors were chosen as 2003-
2004 National Merit Scholarship finalists by 
the National Merit Scholarship Corporation 
(NMSC). Those students are Celia Beck, 
Miriam Blankenship, Stephen Elkind, Allison 
Grindle, Angela Liniger, Andrew Morris, 
Jordan Rader, Heather Stiverson, Heather 
Urquhart, Kathryn Warden & Rachel 
Williams. 

To be selected as Merit scholars, 
students must demonstrate an 
outstanding academic record, be 
endorsed and recommended by 
their school principal, confirm PSAT/ NMSQT 
(Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test/ 
National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) 
performance on the Scholastic Assessment 
Test (SAT) or the American College Test (ACT) 
and provide detailed information about their 
scholastic accomplishments, school and com
munity activities, educational 
plans and goals. 

National Merit Scholarship 
awards are supported by some 

600 independent sponsors and by NMSC's 
own funds. Sponsor organizations include 
corporations and businesses, company foun
dations, professional associations, and col
leges and universities. 

Daniel O'Dowd was selected as a semi-finalist 
in the national competition. 

Though not qualifying for schol
arship competition, eight other 
Union High School seniors were named 
National Merit Commended Students in recog
nition of their high academic performance on 
the PSAT/ NMSQT test. Those students include 
Travis Biddick, Moriah Birnbaum, L yndsey 
Hogg, Ryan Huey, Katherine Keeling, Megan 
Miller, Brittany Overstreet & Nikita Shah. 
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The PTA Council Communique 
Andersen Elementary: 

When I look back over the calendar to 
reflect on the year, it seems like just 
yesterday we were setting the dates for 
all our activities and now they've all 
passed! We had another very produc
tive year at Andersen, and I truly count 
it a privilege to have participated. We 
have many service-oriented activities 
such as Chat-N-Chew, a lunch time read
ing group our kids love; Ice-cream and 
Popcorn days, our highly competitive 
Geography Bee, skating, Super Kids Day 
and of course a Talent Show. Our hos
pitality committee also does a wonder
ful job expressing our gratitude to our 
exceptional teachers and staff. Our two 
Bingo nights not only provide great fam
ily fun but also our largest income. 
Parents and our community are very 
supportive of our fund-raising efforts to 
support these and many other pro
grams. 

We are also anticipating more improve
ments to our playground again this year 
thanks to the fund raising and bond 
money Union parents continue to pro
vide. We have a huge Board full of ded
icated parents who commit to the activ
ities and then wholeheartedly see them 
through. I have appreciated working 
with everyone the last two years. As I 
watched the delighted faces and heard 
the constant giggles at Super Kids Day 
recently, I thought how worthwhile all 
the time and effort of all the parents is 
in making these wonderful days for our 
children. My family is truly blessed to 
be part of Andersen Elementary. 

Andrea Chenoweth 
Andersen PTA President 

Boevers Elementarv: 

The Boevers Elementary PTA had a great 
school year and accomplished many 
wonderful things. Our Fall Fund Raiser 
and Fall Bingo raised enough money to 
purchase $13,000 worth of playground 
equipment for our school. Phase I will 
be installed over the summer and will be 
ready for use in the fall. Another pur
chase made by the PTA was a brand new 
copy machine for our teachers to use. 
We feel proud to be one of the only 
PTAs in the Union district to provide a 
copier for our school. 

The PTA Reflections Program received 
over 250 entries from the talented boys 
and girls at Boevers. This number of 
entries more than doubled the amount 

. 

~President's Comments • . 

Spring is here. Seniors graduating, Pre-K starting kindergarten in the fall this is 
an exciting part of the school year. Two years have gone by fast -- it see~s like 
yesterday that I was installed as Council President and now it is over. At Council 
we have been very busy all year. We had a very successful T-shirt sale in the fall. 
This is very important to Council because we only have two major fund raisers 
and th_e monies we_ raise go toward scholarships after our expenses of running 
CounciL Janet Theis and Eve Eklund did a great job as usual with our Catch the 
Dream Program, recognizing teachers and support personnel who have made a 
difference in a child's life with a kind word or action. 

Our Meet the Masters program brought art to life in the elementary schools 
thanks to the volunteers and art teachers who are using the materials provided 
by Council. Our Reflections program was outstanding this year with a record 
number of students being recognized on the state and national levels. For this 
we need to thank Beth Bates, Kay I ten, Tona Bogle and Cindy Gill who worked so 
hard to make this program such a success. 

Our scholarship committee headed by Lisa Carroll awarded 36 scholarships this 
year . to graduating seniors who were PTSA members and completed all the 
reqmrements. Our Klothes Kloset was open by appointment only this year due 
to the lack of a Chairman. We did provide to families who were in need and 
hope to get it up and running again next year. (Any volunteers?) Last but not 
least is the Elementary Track Meet. We handle the concessions and always have 
a blast. All the money earned rolls over into scholarships for next year. 

Union is hosting the State PTA Convention this year at the Southern Hills 
Marriott July 30-31. I hope everyone can attend as a delegate or volunteer and 
s.how the state just how great Union is in spirit and volunteerism. If you would 
like to help or would like to donate something for our goodie bags, please feel 
free to call me at 250-2220. Any help would be appreciated. 

Suzette Baker 
Union PTA Council President 

received last year. That is quite an 
accomplishment for our school! 

Other programs and activities spon
sored by our PTA this school year 
included Box Tops and Campbell's Soup 
Labels, Catch the Dream, Papa John's 
Pizza Night, Popcorn Day, aT-Shirt sale, 
a School Directory Sale, Spring Bingo, 
Teacher Appreciation Week, and the 
Union Foundation Basket Auction. 
Boevers PTA has many dedicated volun
teers who worked very hard to make 
each of these a success. 

Leah Overstreet 
Boevers PTA President 

Briarglen Elementary: 

As Briarglen's PTA President, I am proud 
to report that we had a great year! We 

started with a back-to-school luncheon 
for our teachers and staff, followed by 
co-hosting Back-to-School/Family Out
reach night where we provided hot 
dogs, chips, cookies, and numerous 
smiling volunteers representing our dif
ferent committees. It was an effort to 
attract even more parent participation 
within Briarglen. 

In September, grandparents lunched 
with students to celebrate Grandparents 
Day. Two new programs this year, lol
lipop sales for Special Olympics and 
Abitibi Paper Recycling, were a huge 
success! Of course we have some old 
favorites like AR pizza, Papa John's 
Pizza Night, popcorn sales and good 
behavior parties, Albertson's shopper 
cards, Campbell Soup Labels and Box 
Tops for Education. 

October was busy with the Fall Carnival 



Rachel Coleman 

Audrey Downing 

Laura Schultz 

Afton Hefley 

Heather Courtney 

The High School orchestra was quite 
successful at contests this year receiv
ing straight superior ratings at 
November's OSSAA string orchestra 

contest in Edmond, and 
straight superior ratings 

at State Orchestra 
Contest in both concert 

~...~~~~....._ ..... and sight-reading 
performances. They 
also received a 

superior rating at the 
National Adjudicators Invitational in St. Louis on April 30. The High School orchestra 
was awarded the prestigious Academic Achievement Award for having a collective GPA 
of 3.683, and as a result of consistent successes at Oklahoma's contests, they received 
the OSSAA Sweepstakes Award. 

The orchestras had quite a few individual successes as well. Senior All-State Orchestra 
members for 2004 were Marie Coleman and Rachel Coleman. Seniors earning 
Superior ratings at State solo/ensemble contest were Marie Coleman, Rachel Coleman, 
Ian De Silva, Audrey Downing, Paul Egan, Pradu Kannan, Corey Paolucci, Carol 
Schloss, Matt Summers, Catherine Waggy and Katie Warden. 

Senior vocal music students named to the All-OMEA (Oklahoma Music Educators 
Association) Honor Chorus were Amanda Blackwell, Courtney Camp, Ian De Silva, 
Afton Hefley, Stefani Lawbaugh, Brittany Schultz, Laura Schultz and Daniel Winter. 
Selected to perform in the All-OCDA (Oklahoma Choir Director's Association) Women's 
Chorus were Audrey Downing, Laura Schultz and Afton Hefley. 

A number of seniors received a superior rating at District and/or State Solo/Ensemble 
Contest this spring, including Audrey Downing and Ian De Silva (superior at district 
and excellent at state); Amanda Blackwell, Courtney Camp, Brittany Schultz, Laura 
Schultz and Melody Vinnett, (superior/superior). At State SA Choir contest, the UHS 
Choir received two superior ratings in Concert Performance, one superior rating in 
sight reading and one excellent rating in sight reading. This resulted in the choir 
receiving an Outstanding Achievement Award. 

The Union Speech & Debate Team sent ten qualifiers to State competition. At region
als, senior Heather Courtney took third place in humorous interpretation, sixth in 
humorous duet with Sarah Smith and second in dramatic duet with Andrew Cohoon. 
Andrew won fourth place in humorous duet with Lisa Doan and was a first alternate 
in poetry interpretation. Sarah placed sixth in monologue. Ashley Cripps was fifth in 
poetry and a humorous duet alternate with Jacquelynn Garrison. Ashley Wyatt 
placed second in monologue and was a state qualifier in poetry. 

The Wind Svmphony and the Symphonic Bands, along with the Jazz Bands, traveled to 
Washington DC in the spring to perform in the Dixie Classics National Festival. While 
in DC, they participated in the ceremony of laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier on the ninth anniversary of the Oklahoma City Murrah Building bombing. 

Members of the High School Jazz Ensemble performed at the Pittsburg State University 
Jazz Contest in March, receiving a "1" rating. Awarded Outstanding Musicianship 
Awards were seniors Brooks Ball, Jonathan Howland, Evan Solensky and Patrick 
Thomas. Ball was selected as a member of the Oklahoma Music Educators Association 
(OMEA) All-State Jazz Ensemble; Howland was tapped for the OMEA All-State Concert 
Band; and Jonathan Root was named to the OMEA All-State Orchestra. At the Dixie 
Classics National Festival in Washington DC, the wind Symphony and Jazz Ensemble 

~ received Superior ratings in 6A and the Jazz Ensemble was named the Outstanding 
Brass Section. 

/ 

Drama students p~es~nted a wide variety of options during 2003-2004. Noises Off, a 
farce and a play Within a play, kicked off the season. Three separate casts gave audi
ences the chance to see three different performances. The All-School musical The 
Wizard of Oz, included more than 50 actors from grades 4-12. The play was dir~ctor 
Tr~y Powe!l's re.write of the original script. Senior Danielle White starred as Dorothy 
while Darnel Wmter, .Andrew Lentz and sophomore Kyle Gipson, respectively, por
trayed the Cowardly Lwn, the Tin Man and the Scarecrow. Kendall Foote was Professor 
Marvel and Wesam Keesh played Toto. The season wrapped up with 12 Angry Men 
t~e famous play where one juror must persuade the other 11 against sending a man t~ 
his death. 
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The PTA Council Communique (Continued) 

Rriarglen Elementary (Cont.): 

where National Junior Honor Society 
students helped out and a very special 
guest, Roving Reptiles, whose exhibit 
was a huge hit with the students. At the 
second annual Briarglen Transportation 
Fair, students viewed examples of trans
portation vehicles in the community, 
and Karen and Bruce Bouse of Charlie's 
Chicken provided lunch for all. Old 
Time Portraits Sales weekend event was 
fun, and the pictures were fantastic. We 
provided dinner for our teachers during 
fall and spring conferences, and we 
hosted two Book Fairs to benefit our 
school. 

In December, the Scholastic Warehouse 
sale provided teachers and our library 
with some great books and shoppers 
with awesome deals. PTA moms served 
a homemade holiday luncheon to our 
teachers and staff, with gift certificates 
provided for all. Briarglen students cel
ebrated the season of giving by donat
ing socks and underwear to those in 
need at our annual Sock Hop. Our 
Cookie Dough fund raiser was a huge 
success, allowing us to make improve
ments to our track and buy curriculum
related videos for all grades. We were 
proud of the number of Briarglen stu
dents who entered the Reflections con
test. 

In April, PTA provided snacks to stu
dents during state-mandated testing 
week. Everyone had a great time at the 
Fun Run, and the students raised funds 
toward further track improvements. 
The third grade musical was held in 
April, and PTA provided refreshments 
afterward. We finished the year by hon
oring our teachers during Teacher 
Appreciation Week. 

Pam Glenn 
Briarglen PTA President 

Cedar Ridge Elementary: 

Following in the footsteps of previous 
PTA presidents at Cedar 'Ridge has been 
challenging, fun and rewarding! Look
ing back, I'd like to say thanks to those 
of you who laid a great foundation for 
us to expand on. Reflecting on the 
2003-2004 school year, I'd like to 
express my appreciation to the team of 
officers and the entire Board of 
Directors. A huge thanks also goes to 
the school staff and all the Cedar Ridge 
parents for their support in many areas: 
fund raising, Bingo, the Knighting 
Program, Reflections and the list goes 
on and on. 

In order to run a successful PTA, it takes 
everyone supporting our efforts as well 
as the ambition and drive it takes to 
chair e~ents and/or serve on the numer
ous committees. We can all be proud of 
our many accomplishments! High on 
our list is the honor of having this year's 
district Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Cherry 
Redus, ARC teacher at Cedar Ridge. We 
are also proud of earning the National 
PTA's Parent Involvement Schools of 
Excellence Certification for our out
standing parent involvement program. 
Cedar Ridge is the first Union school to 
achieve this honor. Thanks to the Cedar 
Ridge community/family, and here's to 
an even more exciting 2004-2005 
school year! 

Teri Stall 
Cedar Ridge PTA President 

Clark Elementary: 

I'd like to thank everyone at Clark for 
giving me the opportunity to serve as 
your PTA President. It has been an 
exciting and rewarding experience and 
I've enjoyed working with the students, 
teachers and parents. 

Thank you for your continued assis
tance and support of the PTA and the 
activities it sponsors. This year we were. 
able to accomplish many of our goals. 
We had several successful fund-raising 
activities. These include our brochure 
sale in October, and the first annual 
Chili/Bingo/Carnival/ Auction Night. 
These events allowed us to have two 
luncheons for the teachers and staff, 
provide back to school gift cards for our 
teachers, purchase academic and accel
erated reader trophies for many stu
dents, assist with the grounds beautifi
cation, purchase a pencil machine and 
contribute to the purchase of new play- 1 

ground equipment. These successes 
would not have been possible without a 
great group of students, parents and 
staff. Thanks again for a great year. 

Nicole Goodnight 
Clark PTA President 

Darnaby Elementary: 

Darnaby continues to benefit from over
whelming support from our volunteers, 
parents and businesses across the dis
trict. We have several major fund rais
ers, such as Jog-A-Thon, the Darnaby 
Arts & Crafts Show and the Carnival. 
These were a great success and allowed 
our PTA to purchase four new pieces of 

playground equipment for the second 
year in a row, funds for our Science Lab, 
published original stories written by the 
students, recognized students with 
weekly "Spirit Awards," and provided 
monthly popcorn treats for everyone. 

Our PTA also participates in projects 
like Meet the Masters, Reflections, 
Klothes Kloset, Red Ribbon Week, Jr. 
Great Books, Catch the Dream, the 
Union Foundation, Box Tops for 
Education as well as an Oldest Child 
Distribution program that cuts our 
copying costs. For added measure, we 
helped with the annual Fun Run, the 
Darnaby Talent Show, and brought 
author Lisa Campbell Ernst to our 
school to speak to the students during 
our Celebration of Writing. 

We hosted a brunch the week before 
school started and a luncheon during 
Teacher Appreciation Week. We provid
ed each teacher with a grant to help out 
in the classroom as well as many par
ents who volunteer in the classroom 
during the school year. We are present
ly in the process of allocating year-end 
disbursements, and we hope to replace 
a 20+-year-old popcorn machine as well 
as equipment and small furniture for 
our school. 

The success of our PTA is due to the 
dedication and commitment of our vol
unteers, and our parents were very gen
erous with their time. The sole benefici
aries of this hard work are our greatest 
treasure, our children. It was a privilege 
to serve as Darnaby's PTA President for 
2003-2004. 

Laura Holmes 
Darnaby PTA President 

Grove Elementary: 

The Grove PTA had two major fund-rais
ing events this year - Fasco and Saver 
Cards - with profits of over $10,500. 
These funds, along with smaller events 
including Albertson's Cards, Bingo, 
Giftland and Eagle Run, helped top off a 
two-year drive to add additional play
ground equipment in the kindergarten 
area north of the school, with enough 
left over to give the teachers $3,000 in 
teacher grants. 

We want to give a special thanks to 
Linda Wright and Wells Fargo 
Foundation for donating over $1,200 
directly to the PTA through their sales 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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The Union High School Graduation 
Celebration was truly a "Night of 
Fortune." The all-night party was a huge 
success, attended by over 70% of the 
graduating class. This event would not 
have been possible without the leader
ship of event chairman Sue Morris, the 
volunteer help of almost 250 parents, 
and the presence of many Union staff 
and administrators. In addition, many 
businesses donated food, prizes or 
money to make the night even more 
special for the Class of 2004. This com
munity support ensured a safe gradua
tion night; thanks to all those who 
helped, including: 

Aspen Medical Imaging 
Hopper Construction Techniques 

Lester and Associates 
Broken Arrow Civitan Club 

The Greens at Cedar Ridge HOA 
Wal-Mart Foundation 

Red Man Pipe and Supply 
Pride Co 

Flintco Construction Solutions 
Vic Trammell, DMD 

The Arrow Group, Apollo's Karate 
Citizens Security Bank-BA 

Arkansas Valley State Bank 
RCB Bank, Metrocall Wireless 

Metro Builders Supply 
Mathis Brothers Furniture 
Airco Service, Asbury UMC 

QuikTrip Corporation 
Moody's Jewelers 

Also: Abuelo's, Albertsons, Applebee's, 
Barna Pies, BlueBell Ice Cream, Bogey's 
Hamburgers, Buffet World, Burger King, 
Chick-fil-A, Coke, Coney Island, Cowboy 
Sharkie's, Daylight Donuts, Denny's, El 
Chico, Famous Dave's, Frontier Produce, 
Golden Corral, Great Harvest Breads, 
Ham It Up, Hamlet, Hooters, Hiland 
Dairy, I-Hop, Lamar Outdoor 
Advertising, Liberty Church, Kim Long, 
Mazzie's, McDonald's, Merritt's Bakery, 
Mexicali, Ming's, Okie Deli, Okie Dokie's, 
Olive Garden, Panera Bread, Phillips 66, 
Quizno's, Reasors, Red Robin, 
Renaissance Hotel, Rib Crib, Roly Poly 
Sandwiches, Royal Dragon, Ryan's 
Steakhouse, Schlotzsky's, Sheraton, 
Sonic, SouthCrest Hospital, Spectrum 
Field Services, Subway, Union Varsity 
Cheer, Village Inn, Waffle House, Wal
Mart, Warehouse Market. 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion 

Summer Testing 
Date Announced 

Proficiency-based testing provides 
the opportunity for students to 
move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course 
and/or grade level based upon mas
tery of the Oklahoma Priority 
Academic Student Skills (PASS) 
objectives. Proficiency-Based Pro
motion is intended to serve those 
students enrolled in Union Public 
Schools whose needs cannot be met 
by following the traditional time
table and sequence, but who require 
promotion beyond current place
ment. 

The next opportunity for testing 
will be during the month of july. 
For more information about testing 
this summer contact: Cathy Collins 
for grades 1-5 at 459-4677 or 
collinsc@unionps.org or Sallie Rose 
Jones for grades 6-12 at 459-4441 
or joness@unionps.org. 

Union Alternative School Boasts Largest Graduating Class in State 

Seventy-two students have graduated 
from the Union Alternative School this 
school year, a record for Oklahoma 
alternative education programs and a 
record for Union Public Schools. There 
are 283 such programs throughout the 
state. 

About 40 of the students graduated May 
20, celebrating with staff, parents and 
classmates during a barbecue a:nd 
games such as tug-of-war. 

"The Oklahoma Technical Assistance 
Center has confirmed that our number 
of graduates will, indeed, be a record for 

the Communicator 
The Corinnunicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-

" ·1lethell is Communications Director/Editor. 
f he Communicator staff includes Janie 
Froman, Mike Yore and Beverly Thurnmel. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POST
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or cal1459-3305. 

Graduating seniors from Union Alternative School pose for a picture following a special graduation 
ceremony at the school. Altogether, 72 students graduated (rom the school, the largest such class in 
the state of Oklahoma and the largest in Union's history. 

Oklahoma alternative education pro
grams," principal Richard Storm said. 
"This is definitely the most we've ever 
had. Our previous high was 64. 

"We have a graduation ceremony here at 
the end of each four-week block 
throughout the school year for everyone 

who has finished his requirements for 
graduation at that time," Storm 
explained. 

During the cer emony, each student is 
recognized, not only for completing 
high school but also for what he/ she 
brings to the school community. 
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Grove Elementary (Cont.): 

associates program. Linda is a former 
teacher at Grove who continues to sup
port the school along with the PTA. 

Thanks to all the parent and teacher 
volunteers as well as the dedicated PTA 
Board. Without their help throughout 
the year, none of the events the PTA 
scheduled would have come together 
successfully. A special thanks to Stacie 
Haynes, Audrea Tyrell, Tony and April 
Hughes for serving as this year's offi
cers. 

I hope everyone has a great summer, 
and thanks again for all your support 
and help. 

Kathy Kemper 
Grove PTA President 

Jarman Elementary: 

We're so glad we had the opportunity to 
be involved with Jarman PTA this year. 
We are extremely fortunate to have par
ents and volunteers who are dedicated, 
committed and give generously of their 
time. We have weathered last year's 
budget cuts due to the huge success of 
our major fund raiser, Jog-a-than. This 
fund raiser continues to generate rev
enue to cover operating expenses the 
entire year. 

The staff at Jarman is wonderful, our 
principal Patti Pitcock is terrific, and we 
loved supporting them by providing 
them with a back-to-school breakfast, 
meals during conference week, remem
bering special occasions, and providing 
a very special Teacher Appreciation 
Week. Each teacher also received a cur
riculum grant to purchase materials 
needed to assist with learning in the 
classroom. The year was full of activi
ties with the collecting of receipts and 
box tops, decorating the halls with art, 
attending brown bag luncheons, selling 
T-shirts, making phone calls and pop
ping popcorn for the stlidents, to name 
a few. 

We've accomplished a lot and to show 
for it we have new educational materials 
for our children, new playground equip
ment for recess, new benches around 
the schoolyard, a stacked-chair dolly to 
help set up for assemblies and meet
ings, a new KDTV broadcasting desk 
and a resurfaced school bookstore cabi
net. Our landscape was also beautifully 
enhanced with a new flowerbox built by 
our Boy Scouts. We have so many won-

derful people supporting our school, 
and all of you have made serving 
Jarman easy for us. Thank you for mak
ing this a really great year and for mak
ing Jarrri.an a really great school! 

julie Kramer & Kelly Peterson 
Jarman PTA Co-Presidents 

McAuliffe Elementary: 

What a great year we've had at McAuliffe 
Elementary! We kicked off the year by 
treating our teachers to a back-to-school 
lunch. Very soon after we got back into 
the swing of things, our PTA sponsored 
our two annual fund raisers. Selling 
Entertainment Books and having a cata
logue sale once again proved to be very 
profitable for our school and its stu
dents. After quickly covering our 
expenses for the year with these fund 
raisers, we spent the rest of the year 
having fun and providing quality pro
grams and support for our students and 
teachers. We held two Bingos this year 
and sponsored a wonderful carnival. 
These events are provided only for the 
enjoyment of our students and families 
and are not intended to be profitable 
events. This approach has created a 
great situation for everyone involved, 
and we always have an evening full of 
fun for our families. Our PTA also spon
sors both parties held each year during · 
December and February. 

In addition to having lots of fun at 
McAuliffe, we also were able to fund 
many new items for the school. We 
approved many classroom and school 
grants which allowed our teachers to 
purchase items to enhance their teach
ing and also provide additional supplies 
for their special units. We also were 
able to purchase some new playground 
equipment which the students will 
enjoy when they come back to school in 
August. We are very proud this year 
that our school reached 100% participa
tion in PTA membership. We had a very 
creative program this year and were 
very pleased with the results. Our PTA 
is only able to accomplish all these won
derful things with the support of our 
outstanding principal and the wonder
ful teachers and staff. It has been a 
great year at McAuliffe. 

Beverly Laubach 
McAuliffe PTA President 

Moore Elementary: 

It was a wonderful school year at Moore 
Elementary! We are so fortunate to have 

such wonderful parent and teacher sup 
port for all of our PTA activities, and our 
students greatly benefit from everything 
we do. 

The thing I am most proud of this year 
is making 100% parent and teacher 
membership. We had "Two Grannies on 
a Mission" who relentlessly pursued 
memberships from everyone. We had a 
Grandparents Luncheon, class contests 
and individual contests. The two grand
mothers never stopped until their goal 
was reached! 

This year we sold Sally Foster products 
for the first time. We raised over 
$11,000 and with that income, we fund
ed Catch the Dream, Character Counts!, 
class parties, teacher gifts and many, 
many more programs. In May, we 
installed a broadcast studio in our 
media center. Next year's students are 
already looking forward to doing the 
morning news show in our new studio! 

We had a fun-filled Carnival in October 
and a wonderful Bingo night in january. 
Everyone who attended our Carnival 
was asked to bring a canned food item 
for the Food Bank, which was weli 
received. We ended the year with our 
Talent Show and a new event, the Moore 
Olympics. Students enjoyed a field day 
and everyone received a water bottle for 
their participation. 

It has been a true pleasure to serve as 
PTA President at Moore for two consec
utive years. It's great to see first-hand 
what a wonderful school district we 
have. 

Suzanne Mobley 
Moore PTA President 

Peters Elementary: 
It has been a wonderful and exciting two 
years for me as president at Peters. Our 
school is so blessed with parents and 
teachers who care so much about our 
kid's future. You could call this the year 
of new faces. There were so many new 
parents stepping up to help with com
mittees. It's always great to get new and 
fresh ideas! 

We kicked off the year with a luncheon 
where each teacher was presented with 
a Wal-Mart gift card that they could us~: 

for much-needed classroom supplies. 
We had many successful events such as 
Bingo night, book fairs, Chick-fil-A 
night, pizza days and the ever-fun car
nival! This year's circus theme was a 
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2003-2004 Seniors of the Month Recognized 
Mark Chandler and Ashley Kirby were 
named the 2004 Seniors of the Year at 
Union High School. Chandler is the son 
of Gary and Jane Chandler of Broken 
Arrow, and Kirby is the daughter of 
Brian Kirby of Tulsa. Chandler was the 
November Senior of the Month and 
Kirby was the Senior of the Month for 
March. 

Katherine Keeling 

t Marcus Concienne 
and Katherine 
Keeling were hon-
ored for May. 
Cancienne was 
active in varsity 
football, National 
Honor Society, 
Fellow of Christian 
Athletes and Stu-
dent Council. He 

was also active in the Christmas toy 
project and canned food drive at the 
school. He was an Oklahoma All-State 
Academic Scholar and was on the 6A 
All-District Football team. Keeling was 
active in varsity cheerleading and Casas 
Por Christo Missions trip. Academic 
honors included being named an 
Oklahoma Academic Scholar, an AP 
scholar, National Hispanic Scholar and 
voted "most goofy" by her senior class. 

Dennis Vo 

' Dennis Vo and 
Katie Warden were 
named Seniors of 
the Month for 
April. Vo was 
active in Student 
Council, National 
Honor Society, Key 
Club, Drug-Free 

~ Youth, Business 
Professionals of 

America and Academic Resource Center, 
as well as the Tulsa City-County Library, 
AIDS/Cancer walks, his church, raising 
money and donating items to Vietnam, 
volunteering at elementary school carni
vals and retirement homes. Warden was 
active in Junior Varsity soccer, varsity 
cross country, varsity track, National 
Honor Society, Key Club, orchestra, The 
Voice- Union High School's newspaper
and yearbook. 

Front Cover 
Finishing the year on a high note, the Class 
of 2004 is looking forward to the next phase 
of their lives, all sharing a proud heritage as 
alums of Union High School. Seniors pictured 
are: (left to right), John Hurst, Monica Mayes, 
top; Ricky Underhill, Daniel Bayless, Taylor 
Scheer, middle; Mary Katherine Frazier, 
Brittany Reyes and Princiz ]ones. 

Ryan Huey and 
Ashley Kirby were 
March's honorees. 
Huey was active in 
Varsity Golf, Na
tional Honor 
Society, Drug-Free 
Youth, Union Red 
Cross, Union Clean 
Team and Union 
Senior Cabinet. He 

Ashley Kirby 

was also active in Janell Whitley's School 
of Music for piano, Asbury School of 
Music for guitar, Breakaway Care Team 
and the Asbury United Methodist 

Megan Miller 

Church and Break
away Youth Group. 
Kirby was active in 
Senior Class, Stu
dent Council, Busi
ness Professionals 
of America, Union 
Red Cross, Foreign 
Language Club, and 
Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

Mike Kaminski and Megan Miller were 
named the February Seniors of the 
Month. Kaminski was active in Student 
Council, National Honor Society, Varsity 
Swim Team, Drug-Free Youth, Union 
Clean Team and Center of Redskin 
Energy or CORE. Miller was active in 
Highsteppers, National Honor Society, 
Red Cross and Tulsa Union Medical 
Society, as well as spring break mission 

Lauren Harkrider 

trips, volunteering 
at John 3:16 Mis
sion, nursing 
homes and Desti
nation Discovery. 

Lauren Harkrider 
and Palmer John
son were named 
the January Seniors 
of the Month. 
Harkrider was ac

tive in the Union Highsteppers, National 
Honor Society, Drug-Free Youth, Key 
Club, Tulsa Union Medical Society and 
was a member of the Senior Cabinet. 
Johnson was a member of Student 
Council and Union 
Swim Team. He 
served as Junior/ 
Senior Class presi
dent. 

Jordan Rader and 
Rachel Swanson , 
were named Sen
iors of the Month 
for December. Rachel Swanson "' 

Rader was active in football, trac 
National Honor Society, German Clut 
Foreign Language Club and German 
Honor Society. Swanson was active in 
Drug-Free Youth, NHS, Renegade Regi
ment, Jazz Band, Tulsa Union Medical 
Society and Renaissance. 

Mark Chandler -
and Leslie Weber 
were named Sen
iors of the Month 
for November. 
Chandler was act
ive in Student 
Council as presi
dent, NHS and the 
TeePee Crew. 
Weber was active 

Mark Chandler 

in Habitat for Humanity, Toys for Tots, 
Little Light House, Red Cross, basketball 
and NHS. 

Jay Sen and Catherine Waggy were the 
October Seniors of the Month. Sen was 
active in the Union Talent Show, Union 
Multicultural Show, Union Orchestra, 
Tulsa Union Medical Society, Key Club 
and National Honor Society. Waggy was 
active in Key Club, Orchestra, Drug-Fre 
Youth, National Honor Society, Tuls 
Union Medical Society and Academic 
Team. 

L yndsey Hogg and 
Andrew Morris 
were September's 
honorees. Hogg 
was active in Na
tional Honor Soci
ety, Drug-Free 
Youth, German In

~ ternational Society, 
Lyndsey Hogg Senior Sorority, 

Redskins for Christ and Renaissance. 
Morris was active in D-FY, NHS, Key 
Club, Academic Resource Center 
Council (9-10), Varsity Swimming, and 
Student Council. 

Allison Grindle and Jake Spa'!ital were 
named Students of . ' 
the Month for Aug- · · 
ust. Grindle was · 
active in the Renee-~, 

gade Regiment, 
NHS, D-FY, Key 
quU: Union Ulti
mate Frisbee, Tulsa 
Union Medical So
ciety. Spavital was 
active in football Jake Spavital 

where he was captain of the team, bas
ketball, D-FY, Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes and NHS. 
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The PTA Council Communique (Continued) 

r Peters Elementary (Cont.): 

huge hit, and we got to break in the new 
snow cone machine. 

We collected box tops and soup labels, 
receiving bags of them from people in 
the neighborhood who don't even have 
students at the school. It's great to see 
the community helping out. We are 
looking into purchasing a pavilion that 
will come in very handy in many ways. 
Teachers can use it as an outside class 
area, and it will also be great to have an 
area where the kids can wait for their 
ride during bad weather. 

Thank you Peters' students, teachers 
and parents for the chance to represent 
such a great place to learn! 

Krista Bell 
Peters PTA President 

Sixth/ Seventh Grade Center: 

Each year I am amazed at the time and 
effort given by the many volunteers that 
make the PTA a great success. This past 
year, with the hard work of our Board 
'lnd all the additional parents in the 
wings, we have been able to generate 
funds to provide teaching supplies, 
items for our classrooms, PE equipment 
and office furniture while the students 
had many great activities. Thank you to 
everyone who participated this year -
our students and teachers appreciate 
you! 

Bobbi Millea 
6th/7th Grade Center PTA President 

Eighth Grade Center: 

The Eighth Grade Center had a wonder
ful year thanks to the support of par
ents, teachers and administration. Our 
activities started in August with sched
ule pick-up and were still going strong 
through May. 

Students enjoyed three '8th Grade mix
ers, five pizza days and one Chick-fil-A 
day. Teachers were treated to three 
luncheons, and volunteers manned 
book fairs, testing days, directory sales, 
the media center and Student Council 
elections. Proceeds from our fund-rais
ing efforts are providing Mini-Grants to 
:mr teachers and staff. Some of the pro
grams we have also supported are 
Reflections, D-FY, Catch the Dream and 
Character Education. 

Thank you to the volunteers, PTA Board 

members, teachers and staff of the 
Union 8th Grade Center. You are all 
truly amazing; your outstanding efforts 
made this a year for our students to 
always remember. 

Cathy Carney 
Eighth Grade Center PTA President 

Intermediate High School: 

They say that love makes the world go 
'round. · I think in 2004, cartridges for 
printers make the world go 'round. And 
the I-High PTSA was pleased to be able 
to provide them for our wonderful 
teachers and staff. Other disburse
ments included two beds for the nurse's 
office, a wheelchair, funding for D-FY 
fun night, senior scholarships, 
Graduation Celebration, indoor flag 
sets, outdoor flags and landscaping. 

Just as important as financial contribu
tions, PTSA members provided help 
with schedule pick-up, test monitoring 
and membership. We welcomed a new 
principal and helped our students tran
sition to the exciting, challenging life of 
High School. Thank you to all the par
ents and teachers who join PTA and 
work for the benefit of children, both 
our own and others. 

Nona Nordstog 
Intermediate High PTSA President 

High School: 

Through volunteer hours and fund-rais
ing efforts, the High School PTSA was 
able to be of service to the wonderful 
staff and students at the High School! 
We began the year by providing great 
volunteers for schedule pick-up in 
August. We published a directory, 
stuffed envelopes, counted student 
service hours, manned the hospitality 
table at College and Career Night, and 
sold balloons at the Friday night foot
ball games. 

We were able to resurrect the annual 
High School PTSA Fall Craft Show and 
raised enough money to award six PTA 
scholarships to graduating seniors. We 
enjoyed treating the teachers and staff 
to three delicious meals and watched 
the success of the High School 
Reflections entries. Thank you to all the 
members of the PTSA Board for your 
hard work and a wonderful year! 

Dorothy Harkrider 
High School PTSA President 

2004-2005 
PTA Presidents 

Union PTA Council 
Linda Dunbar 

Andersen Elementary 
Paula Layland 

Boevers Elementary 
Traci Frederick 

Briarglen Elementary 
Pam Glenn 

Cedar Ridge Elementary 
Teri Stall 

Clark Elementary 
Kim Kiker & Kendra Porter 

Darnaby Elementary 
Stephanie Goekeler 

Grove Elementary 
Kathy Kemper 

Jarman Elementary 
Julie Kramer & Cindy Conley 

McAuliffe Elementary 
Sharron Sims 

Moore Elementary 
Stacey Tucker & Ann Corey 

Peters Elementary 
Toni Kosir 

6th/7th Grade Center 
Lori Krisman 

8th Grade Center 
Chris Kraszkiewicz 

Intermediate High 
Lesa Clark 

High School 
Nona Nordstog 
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Jake Lago 

Trevor Sharon 

McKenzie Price 
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Cody Pugh 

Ryan Mcinerney 

' ATHLETICS CONTINUED (from page 11): 
Jessie Cox. Trevor was a four-time letterman, alternate All-State and All-Conference 
honorable mention, and Jessie received the Union Pride Award. They leave the team in 
good hands with sophomores Daniel Stockton and Brandon Padden who were our two 
state qualifiers this year. Brandon was State Runner-up and All-Conference. 

Both boys' and girls' tennis teams experienced success in 2004. The girls' team was 
fueled by the leadership of four-year letterman McKenzie Price who, with her partner, 
is ranked sixth in the state. McKenzie and fellow senior Kelly Stanley, a three-year let
terman, have contributed substantially to the success of the program. All six girls qual
ified for the state tournament after winning their conference tourney and finishing sec
ond at regionals. 

The boys' tennis team is the most successful in the history of the program. Led by 
sophomore Blake Boswell, the team has placed second or third in every tournament 
entered this year. Seniors Michael Grogan and Cody Pugh's participation the last four 
years has helped build the foundation for the success enjoyed by the team this year. 

The 2004 track season has been full of surprises and good results, the best over the 
last five years. The boys have won every meet going into Conference, and the girls won 
every meet except one. Seniors Kiki Stephens and Adam Blankenship have been out
standing in the shot and discus, and are ranked in the top 2-3 in the state .. They were 
named Female and Male Athletes of the Year by the Oklahoma Coaches Association. 
They will both attend college in other sports but, true to their character, they have 
given 100% to track. Senior Ryan Mcinerney, Katie Warden, Amanda Hayter and 
Drew VanZandt have contributed not only in their performances but with the younger 
team members. Also winding up their careers at Union are justin Brown and Mitchell 
Cato (runners), Ivory Stanton and jordan Rader (hurdlers) and Katrina Madson (pole 
vault). This group of seniors has competed well and. been a credit to their school, their 
teammates and their families. 

Cross Country senior team captain Drew VanZandt stepped up, with the help of soph
omore Alex Rowin, to lead a very young boys' team to a respectable season. Though 
the boys' team did not make state, Drew and Alex did as individuals. On the girl's 
team, Katie Warden was running her first season ever as a senior. She inspired a very 
young girl's team to state and dropped her time in 6 of 9 meets. 

The swimmers and divers from the Class of '04 did a wonderful job of representing 
Union this season. Seven seniors graduate after finishing 8th (girls) and 3rd (boys) at 
the State Swimming and Diving Championships. They include Christina johnson (state 
qualifier, consolation finalist and All-State), Laura Zerger (four-year letter winner), 
Nick Daniels (first-year diver), Palmer Johnson (state finalist, school record holder, 
All-State and senior class president), Mike Kaminski (state finalist, All-State, valedic
torian), Mike Kelly (state qualifier) and Andrew Morris (state qualifier and valedicto
rian). 

The Lady Redskin Volleyball Team had its best finish ever as state runner-up. A com
bination of hard work and strong senior leadership pushed the team to new heights 
this year. Seniors Audrey Havlik and Deidra Dunn received All-Tournament nomina
tions for state competition and will represent Union this summer at the All-State game. 
Tess Nordstog completed her second year as the starting setter, and newcomer 
Melody Vinnett took over a starting position when Laura Sanders was injured. Laura 
remained a valuable member of the team by still attending practice and supporting the 
te~. Megan Corso completed her career with a strong senior season, often thrown 
into matches in different positions due to her versatility. Rebecca Madan always gave 
a great effort and was a source of encouragement for the team. 
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Audrey Havlik 

Christina johnson 

justin Brown 

Drew VanZandt 

Amanda Hayter 




