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For many Union fans, 2004 will be 
remembered as the year that the Union 
Boys won the Class 6A Boys' Basketball 
State Championship for the first time in 
Union High School's history. 

For the past two years, Union had come 
close, only to lose to Putnam City in the 
State Championship game. But not this 
year, as the basketball team used a deci
sive 15-4 run over the final 3:30 to top
ple No.2 Putnam City 65-51 in the Class 
6A State Final. Union coach Rudy 
Garcia had expressed confidence in his 
team before the big game, and they 
answered his call. 

The entire school celebrated the victory 
after spring break with an assembly in 
the team's honor featuring the presen
tation of the state trophy and the bas
ketball net from the game. 

Garcia was named Frontier Valley 
Conference Coach of the Year, while 
senior Clent Stewart was named the 
Frontier Valley Conference Player of the 
Year. Mike Bontrager was named to the 
1st Team Frontier Valley Conference 
and John Tarbell was named to the 2nd 
Team Frontier Valley Conference. 

Union's excellence in sports extended 
far beyond the boys' basketball team, 
however. 

Union Varsity Gymnastics took top hon
ors at this year's state meet. The team 
placed first in High School Level 6 with 
Meron Gashu, Daniela Bravo and Tasha 
Littleton taking All-State honors. Meron 
Gashu also placed second in All Around 
Level 6. The Middle School Level 6 team 
took second place and Middle School 
Level 4 team also placed second, with 
team members Sara Petherick winning 
first in Vault, second in Bars, second in 
Floor and second in All Around; and 
Courtney Smith placing first in Beam. 

1n addition, junior Matt Byford, won the 
title of Class I Jr. Elite St.ate Champion in 
March at the Men's Gymnastics State 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Sports Round-up 

Meet in Norman. He took first in Floor 
Exercise, first in Pommel Horse and first 
in the All Around. He also qualified for 
Region lii Competition in Dallas com
peting against the best gymnasts from 
six states, and he has a very good 
chance of qualifying for junior Olympic 
National competition in San Diego later 
this spring. 

The girls' varsity basketball team was a 
state qualifier, while the girls' fast-pitch 
softball team and girl's volleyball team 
were both state runners-up. In swim
ming, the boys' team took third in state 
while the girls took sixth. The Varsity 
Girls' Golf Team took first place at the 
Ram Classic Golf Tournament and first 
place at the Guthrie Invitational in 
March, while the Varsity Boys' Tennis 
team won second place at the Jenks 
Tennis Invitational. 

Varsity wrestlers also accomplished 
some feats at the regional and state 
tournament: senior Trevor Sharon fin
ished fifth at regionals; sophomore 
Daniel Stockton placed fourth at 
regionals and was a state qualifier; and 

sophomore Brandon Padden was a state 
runner-up after losing to a two-time 
state champion from Broken Arrow. 
Brandon is Union's first state placer 
since 2000. 

The Union football team went to the 
state finals once again as well. Bill 
Blankenship, athletics director, was 
named the 2003 Southwest Section 
Football Coach of the Year by the 
National Federation of State High School 
Associations "for his outstanding serv
ice and unselfish devotion to inter
scholastic activities." 

Union students involved in a couple of 
non-school-sponsored sports also fin
ished at the top in their competitions. 
The Bowling Team won its conference 
and regional in the Oklahoma High 
School Bowling Association and went on 
to win the state championship over 16 
other teams. And, the Hockey Team 
won the 2003-2004 Tulsa High School 
Championships, defeating Jenks. 

Congratulations to all of these out
standing teams! 

Long-Range Planning Committee 
Proposes Fall 2004 Redistricting 

The Board of Education has approved ·for first reading a redistricting proposal for 
the fall of 2004 to relieve overcrowding at McAuliffe Elementary, currently with a 
student population of 753. The proposed changes would decrease McAuliffe's 
anticipated 2004-2005 enrollment to 614. 

Students in the Bricktown and Horseshoe Estates subdivisions would move to 
Peters, decreasing McAuliffe by 48. Students at Silver Creek and Tower Crossing 
apartments would move to Clark, decreasing McAuliffe by 51. Students in the 4-
year-old program at McAuliffe would attend the program at other Union elemen
tary schools, decreasing McAuliffe by 40. 

Since Clark would have approximately 51 additional students from Silver Creek 
and Tower Crossing apartments, the Developmentally Delayed special education 
classes (38 students) would be moved to Darnaby, and the ER2 class (19 students) 
would be sent to Andersen. 

Board members encourage patrons to review the plan which is available at every 
school site and at www.unionps.org. 
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