
Vol. 30, No .. 3 ~~~d® Published by 
Schools 
34-6711 

Page 8 _______________________________________________________________ November-December2004 

Union Wins 12th 
Consecutive ASBO Award 

SecureNet Donates Security Equipment to Boevers 

For the 12th consecutive year, Union 
Public Schools has received the 
Association of School Business Officials 
International's Certificate of Excellence 
in Financial Reporting for its 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
for fiscal year end 2003 . 

The award represents a significant 
achievement by Union and reflects its 
commitment to the highest standards of 
school system financial reporting. 
Debra Jacoby is Chief Financial Officer 
for Union Public Schools. 

The Certificate of Excellence in Financial 
Reporting Program was designed by 
ASBO International to enable school 
business officials to achieve a high stan
dard of financial reporting, and the 
award is only bestowed on those 
schools who meet or exceed such stan
dards. School districts who receive this 
honor earn enhanced credibility for the 
financial management of their school 
system. 

New security cameras at Boevers 
Elementary School, are helping officials 
maintain pride in their school building 
and safety for their students. 

SecureNet donated the equipment, 
whose estimated value ranges from 
$8,000 to $10,000, and includes eight 
high-resolution color cameras and a 16-
channel digital recorder. Placed outside 
the building in key locations, including 
entrances, the cameras monitor and 
record their surroundings. 

Vandausm which had been a problem in 
the past has already been greatly 
reduced, principal Sherri Fair said. "I 
am excited because the receptionist can 
now see the exterior of the building and 
know if there is anyone close to the 
building during the day. Also, when 
things happen we can go to the DVD to 
see who entered which area and exited 
at what time." 

Michael Dunn, regional manager for 
SecureNet, said SecureNet, which also 
installed systems for Union High School 

Don Cornell, store manager for the 71st Sr. Office Depot, presents a bl!ckpa_ck to Dr. Kirt_ ~artzl~r, 
secondary assistant superintendent for Union Public School~, as D~bb1e We!erbach, admm1strat1':e 
director for Junior Achievement looks on. The backpacks will be giVen to students m need of ass1s· 
ranee with school supplies. Not pictured is Greg Boyd, ]A's director of development. 
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5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

and the Union 
Multipurpose 
Activity 
Center, agreed 
to donate 
equipment as 
a corporate 
neighbor. 

Union's elec
trical team -
William 
Jones, Dave 
Madelon and 

Michael Dunn 

Larry Worthington - installed the 
equipment, said Union's director of 
maintenance Chuck Chapman, adding if 
Union had purchased the equipment 
and paid to have it installed, it would 
have cost taxpayers about $15,000. 

Fair said she is also excited because 
Eoevers can expand the system as well. 
"We hope to use bond funds to install 
cameras so we can monitor interior 
halls. We are grateful for the system 
now because it allows us to watch sim
ple things such as buses arriving in the 
back and watching students entering 
and leaving the building. We keep the 
back doors locked during the day and 
when someone comes, the receptionist 
knows who is there. We just really 
appreciate this gift from SecureNet." 

·Union 8th Graders 
Win at SpiritFest 

Cheerleading Competition 

The Union 8th Grade Cheerleaders took 
first place during the recent Frontier 
City SpiritFest in Oklahoma City where 
more than 60 squads competed in sever
al different divisions. The Union team 
won the SM JH 3A division (small junior 
high). 

Their next big competition is the Grand 
Texas championship in Dallas in January 
zoos. 

.I 
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A Healthier U: Focusing On Fitness and Nutrition 
Good health and fitness is a key goal of 
Union Public Schools, which is taking a 
pro-active approach to the new Healthy 
and Fit Kids Act of 2004. 

"From child nutrition to physical educa
tion to its facilities, Union has long 
stressed the importance of healthy stu
dents," explained Jarod Mendenhall, 
Assistant Superintendent for Support 
Services. 

In addition to providing physical educa
tion at all of its elementary sites, all of 
the sites have gymnasiums, he said. 
"We are currently in the design phase of 
Elementary #12 and it will have a full
size gym to accommodate the needs of 
our students. All of our construction 
projects are based on what is best for 
students. For example, when the com
munity cited a need for more space for 
student activities, we built the UMAC," 
he said. 

The child nutrition department is cur
rently reviewing the food offerings in all 
cafeterias. Menus give every child 
healthy and nutritious meals every day. 

Moore fourth grader Taylor Lansford races 
a~ound his school as part of a running exer
CISe sponsored through Moore Elementary 
School. The club, Moore Milers, is an after
s~hool running club promoting a healthy 
lifestyle through running. It is supported by 
teacher and parent volunteers. They have 
146 runners ranging in age from pre-kinder
garten through fifth grade. Moore Milers 
m~et every Wednesday after school. So far 
th1s year. students have run a total of 3,757 
laps wh1ch equals 938 miles!! Students 
worked to get in shape to participate in the 
Tulsa Fun Run on October 30. 

Breakfast in a Bag 

"We have recently implemented 
"Breakfast in a Bag" at Clark Elementary 
School, which is providing every child a 
nutritious morning meal. The break
fast meals are prepared and delivered to 
the classroom 
every morning. 
This ensures 
that all students 
at Clark start the 
day off right and 
are ready to 
learn each morn
ing." 

Officials decided 
to implement 
the "Breakfast in 
a Bag" program 
when they 

The clinic will provide at least one full
time physician's assistant or a reside 
physician, and a pediatrician will vish 
the clinic as part of a rotating schedule. 
The physicians will work with and assist 
school nurses. 

Dr. Burden 
said the 
health clinic 
could also 
provide 
resources for 
eye care, den
tal care and 
social servic
es to many 
students who 
would not 
typically 
receive those 
services. 

learned only 
about 28 percent 
of students were 
eating breakfast. 

These Clark students huddle around principal Theresa Kiger 
during a family activity at the school. Families will be even The 
more involved at Clark thanks to a planned health clinic and and 
a new program called "Breakfast in a Bag." 

Act 

Healthy 
Fit Kids 
of 2004 

The new program, which will provide 
items like milk, juice, cereal and break
fast burritos, will help students concen
trate on learning and not on grumbling 
stomachs. Eventually, officials hope to 
have the program at other schools also. 

Health Clinic 

Another program on the horizon for 
Union is a health clinic at Clark, provid
ing on-site medical care. The clinic will 
treat only students whose parents have 
consented to be part of the program, 
said Union Superintendent Cathy 
Burden. It will operate at no cost to the 
school district. The OU Bedlam 
Community Health Partnerships, which 
operates the clinic, opened similar clin
ics earlier this school year at Mark 
Twain and Eugene Field elementary 
schools in the Tulsa Public School 
District. 

John Gaudet, director of Bedlam 
Community Campus Health Services, 
said the program has been so successful 
at Tulsa that they wanted to move the 
program into Union. Clark will serve as 
a pilot school with the possibility of 
expanding the program to other school 
sites. 

The primary goal of the clinics is to 
serve all children in a school, including 
those who qualify for Medicaid or have 
no health insurance, Gaudet said. 
Parents with health insurance often 
choose the clinics as their child's health
care provider because it's convenient. 

also requires schools to develop a com
mittee to study and make recommenda
tions on health education, physical edu
cation, nutritional and health services. 

"All of our school sites have combine 
this committee with the Safe Schools 
Committee which is allowed by law," 
Mendenhall said, explaining, "The child 
nutrition department has decided to 
form a district committee to review the 
recommendations from the sites each 
semester." 

New 
Wellness Center 

Programs 

The SouthCrest Wellness and Sports 
Medicine Center has expanded servic
es to include aerobics, Judo and 
health classes. With over 800 mem
be.!_s, the Center is off to a great start, 
but there is still plenty of room for 
you and your family. There are many 
features which make this Center 
unique, but perhaps the most note
worthy is the five complimentary ses
sions with a personal trainer that each 
member receives upon joining. 

If you are an employee or resident of 
the Union School District rates start at 
$25 . for an Individual Membership. 
Family memberships are $50. For 
more information call461-7878. Sign 
up today! 
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)0. ThlsaArea United Way 

Union's 
United Way Donation 

Is A Record 

Union staff and students raised 
$113,223 .68 for the United Way this 
year, the largest donation of its kind in 
Union's history! 

Campaign Coordinator Cathy Collins 
said the increase is about 10 percent 
above last year and includes $31,668 in 
Key Club donations, individual dona
tions amounting to more than $500. The 
number of Key Club members rose by 13 
to 57 this year as well. 

The Union High School Repertory class won first place in the Regional One-Act Play Competition 
in Owasso for their production of "Picasso at the Lapin Agile." Four students from Union were also 
named to the regional all-star cast: Wesam Keesh, jonathan Henry, Kendall Foote, and Nick Faith. 
During the 3A State One·Act Play Competition in Edmond, Foote and Henry were among the top-
10 actors named to All·State. There were two plays {rom four regions. The first and second place 
plays from each regional competition represented their region at state. From these eight plays a 
first, second, and third place play were chosen by three judges, and 10 actors were chosen to 
receive Ali·State medals. Union's play came in fourth, but only one point separated each place. 

GED Testing Offered at Union's Adult Learning Center 
The Union Adult Learning Center is con
ducting GED (General Educational 
Development) Tests several times each 
month at Union, Broken Arrow, and in 
Rogers County. The tests are adrninis-
ered in a one- or two-day sessions. Tests 

Super Saturdays Scheduled 
for ACT /SAT Reviews 

Union Intermediate High School has 
scheduled two "Super Saturdays," ali
day intensive college test preparatory 
classes. 

The classes offer students a chance to 
review for important college entrance 
exams. The next "Super Saturday" is 
scheduled for February 5, 2005, when 
students will review the ACT. Deadline 
for registration is January 28. Another 
"Super Saturday" has been scheduled 
for February 26, 2005, and will include 
a review of the SAT. Deadline for regis
tration is February 18, 2005. Enrollment 
is open to all area high schools, includ
ing Broken Arrow, Jenks and Tulsa. 

The enrollment fee is $15 per student. 
Scholarships are available for both the 
"Super Saturdays." Fees for Native 
American students will be funded by the 
Title IX Education grant. To register, 
.ontact Lynette Foreman at the Union 
.:.ducation Service Center at 459-6117. 
Class fees may be sent: Attn: Lynette 
Foreman, Union ESC, 5656 S. 129th E. 
Ave., Tulsa, OK, 74134. Make checks 
payable to Union Public Schools. 

with accommodations for people with 
disabilities are offered as needed. 

The GED Test includes mathematics, 
writing, reading, science and social 
studies and measures communication, 
information-processing, problem-solv
ing and critical-thinking skills. The tests 
take approximately 7.5 hours and they. 
will be given throughout the remainder 
of the school year as well as through the 
summer months. 

Candidates must register in advance at 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo, on 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday from 
8:30-11 :30 a.m. or on Thursdays from 4-
6:00 p.m. at the Union Extended 
Education Building, 5656 S. 129th E. 
Ave. 

GED candidates need to bring a $5 0.00 
money order made payable to Union 
Public Schools and an Oklahoma State 
Driver's License or a state-issued picture 
ID at the time of registration. People with 
disabilities will be helped with the forms 
needed to obtain accommodations from 
the GED Testing Service. For further 
information, or to register for the GED 
Test, please call Marilyn Sparks, 459-
4430. 

The Union Adult Learning Center also 
offers "Free" Adult Basic Education/GED 
classes for individuals who would like to 
prepare for the GED Test. Please contact 
Sallie Jones, 459-4441, for information. 
These classes are offered through a 
grant from the State Department of 
Education, Lifelong Learning Section. 

A record 14 Union 
High School students 
were named 
National Merit 
Semifinalists. They 
are: (pictured left to 
right) Rachel E. 
McMurray, Stephen 
P. Shepherd, Carly A. 
Allred, Michael D. 
Mills, Emily B. 
Higgins, Matt 
Byford, Elizabeth 
Hullinger, Cody 
Tidwell, Marcelle G. 
Martin, Andrew P. 
Robbins, Emily R. 
Smith, ]imikaye Beck 
and Rachael Cain . 
Not pictured is Sarah 
K. Digregorio, who 
has since moved out 
of the district. 
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Exciting Student Achievements 
Reflect Staff & Community Support 

he 2004-05 school year is moving at a 
~ast pace and setting a new standard of 
excellence. Our academic programs are 
being recognized across the state and 
nation with recent awards honoring the 
performance of our English language 
learners who are making remarkable 
gains and our Alternative School that is 
one of the most outstanding in the coun
try. Our students are competing as 
champions in their co-curricular endeav
ors as well. Not only has our varsity 
football team ignited enthusiastic spirit 
by winning the State 6A Championship, 
but our students are bringing home hon
ors in other athletic areas, spirit, aca
demic and the fine arts as well. 

At no time of year is the district's com
mitment to character education so obvi
ous. Following the completion of a 
record-breaking Tulsa Area United Way 
campaign, the "I Care" program initiated 
by our Drug-Free Youth set out to raise 
$50,000 for holiday food and gifts for 
those in need and the entire district is 
assisting with this effort. 

Our student population continues to 
ow and therefore our building space 

.1eeds continue to expand. The state-of
the-art Fine Arts wing of the High School 
will be opening in December and con
struction of eleven new classrooms and 
the media center is underway at the 8th 
Grade Center. Pre-construction planning 
is getting us ready for an April ground
breaking of the district's 12th elemen
tary school between 41st and 51st and 
129th E. Ave. and 145 E. Ave. which 
should be ready for students in the fall 
of 2006. The school will be modeled 
after Moore Elementary school and has 
enough land for ball fields to be devel
oped at a later time. The space provided 
by the new school should enable all ele
mentaries in the district to have space 
for all-day kindergarten in 2006-07. 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethel! is Communications Executive 

~Director/Editor . The Communicator staff 
..ncludes Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and 
Mike Yore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call 459-3305. 

In order to keep the Union edge, we con
tinually evaluate how to use our 
resources wisely to provide for our staff 
and community. Curriculum specialists 
and a district focus on professional 
development that helps teachers use 
data to improve student achievement, 
are leading to a more coherent applica
tion of the curriculum and best instruc
tional practices. In a partnership with 
the OU Bedlam Clinic, Union will be 
opening our first school-based health 
clinic at Clark Elementary School in 
January. With the hope of expanding 
services to others soon, the Clark pro
gram will serve students with full health, 
vision and dental care as parents choose. 
Additional initiatives in the food service 
area are leading to healthier lunches and 
more accessible breakfasts for young 
students. 

The district continues to look ahead. 
Out 2005 bond issue has been planned 
with input from many staff and parents 
who represent all areas of the district. 
Support of the annual bond issue contin
ues to be a major way patrons can 
ensure the continuation of Union excel
lence that is building a positive commu
nity for today and good citizens for the 
future . 

O.cr:tlw_~ Ph :b. 
Ca;hy ~rden, Ph.D.' 
Superintendent 

Jarman Student Submits 
Winning Poster 

Last year, the 
Tulsa Health 
Department 
offered a den-
tal health 
poster pro-
gram to fourth 
graders in all 
the Tulsa 
school sys-
tems for their 
"Oral Health 
Education 
Program." 
Posters select-

Bailey Harkrider ed would be 
used to pub-

lish a dental health calendar. Bailey 
Harkrider, a current fifth grader at 
Jarman, recently was notified that her 
poster, out of over 400 posters submit
ted last year, was one of 13 selected to 
make up the dental health calendar. 

Communication 
Representatives Named 

Communication representatives are 
available to help you publicize your 
important and/ or interesting news. At 
least one representative has been select
ed for each school or department to 
help coordinate news information serv
ices in the district. This year's communi
cations representatives are: 

Andersen Elementary: Lowell Ratzlaff 
Boevers Elementary·: Justin Porter 

Briarglen Elementary: Kim Whiteley 
Cedar Ridge Elementary: Debbie Baker 

& Cherry Redus 
Clark Elementary: Lindsay West & 

Teresa McGuire 
Darnaby Elementary: Nichole 

Brookman & Krissy Dennis 
Grove Elementary: Terry Jones 

Jarman Elementary: Nancy Sacra 
McAuliffe Elementary: 

Paula Biesemeyer & Gina Ward 
Moore Elementary: LeeAnna Weaver 
Peters Elementary: Leigh Ann Keller 

& Mary Jo Meziere 
Sixth Grade Center: Cindy Cantwell 
Seventh Grade Center: Patty Scheer 

Eighth Grade Center: Jan McKethan & 
Jamie Ward 

Intermediate High: Cindy Brown & 
Rose Lambert 

Alternative Education: Zondra Clunn 
High School: Christi Johnson 

Night School/Summer School: 
Art Naylor 

Human Resources: Robbie Lee 
Community Education: Terry Konkler 

Child Nutrition: Terry Wright 
Transportation: Gary Greenhill 

Operations: Betty Dean 
Fine Arts; Phyllis Whisman 

Athletics: Rhonda Duke 
Spirit: Emily Warren & Bekki Blythe 

Varsity Porn: 
Jon Davidson & Sheila Mason 

Shining Stars (JV): Lorraine Kaefer 
Bnion Elite (8th): Tonya Benton 

Varsity Cheer: Lucia Epps 
Wrestling Cheer: Cathy Leon 

JV Cheer: Kerri Nolte and Anita Sellers 
9th Grade Cheer: Dedrah Barton 

8th Grade Cheer: Bobby Lay 
Highsteppers: Heidi Stumbo 

JV Porn: Donna Kline 
9th Grade Porn: Rhonda Stacy 
8th Grade Porn: Pam Zachary 

Help them help you share your news. E
mail or call them about your upcoming 
events, honors, projects, etc. Our com
munity wants to know! 
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Information Night 
Geared to Parents of 

Hispanic Students 

The Union 6th/ 7th Grade Center hosted 
a "fiesta" of information this fall for 
parents of Hispanic students, grades 6-
12, to tell them about the school and 
activities throughout the year. Booths 
were set up around the school's cafete
ria area where young children were pro
vided refreshments and parents could 
visit, obtain information on medical 
services and learn about events in their 
school. 

The Hispanic information fair was a col
laborative effort of Union with social 
and service agencies, said Norma 
Rodriguez, seventh-grade assistant 
principal. The Community Service 
Council of Greater Tulsa helped organ
ize the event. About 30 organizations 
were scheduled to attend, including 
churches, higher education institutions, 
social and health agencies, said the 
council's Amaya Melendez. 

Out of 14,000 students attending Union 
schools, 1,400, or 10 percent, are 
Hispanic, and that number is growing, 
Melendez said. "We started this last 
year, with fall and spring conferences 
with Hispanic parents of our sixth- and 
seventh-grade students," Rodriguez 
said. "We wanted to expand by inviting 
agencies based on what we hear during 
the year. Hispanic parents tell us they 
need health insurance for their families 
and glasses for their children. These 
types of things are very much school 
related. When children cannot function 
100 percent, it affects their school 
work," she said. 

Union Intermediate High School presented "Charley's Aunt," a comedy by Brandon Thomas, at the 
Intermediate High Studio Theatre this fall. "Charley's Aunt" centers around two boys who pres· 
sure a fellow student to pose as one of their aunts so they can have a chaperone for their visits with 
two young girls. But complications ensue when Charley's "aunt" becomes the object of someone 
else's desire. 

Art Portfolio 

Union senior Megan Sanders has received 17 credits of transfer with the Art Institute 
of Colorado after they reviewed her art portfolio. The credits will save her thousands 
of dollars in college tuition. 

Rebecca Thompson-Brown, of the Institute, said she was excited to see what the year 
brings with Sanders participating in its scholarship contests. "I am sure her family is 
very proud of her," she said. Sanders' art teacher, Jana Hardin, said she was especial
ly impressed because the credits were based on work Sanders had done as a junior, 
adding another portfolio for credit would be submitted for credit this spring. 

"This is a super report on one of our Advanced Placement art students," said Ed 
Tackett, director of Fine Arts for Union Public Schools. "At this point she can start 
her college career with 17 completed hours in art. There is certainly a financial ben
efit to the AP classes." 

Union Teacher and 
Students Raise $1,500 

for MS Society 

Led by Union Intermediate teachers 
Matt Dobson and David Hudson, Union 
Intermediate High School raised $1,500 
in pledges as part of a 150-mile bicycle 
trek for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Hudson and others rode their bicycles 
to Camp Gruber recently, raising aware
ness of the disease and collecting 
pledges from students and fellow teach
ers. 

T~ese 26 faces are jus~ a few of the new students gracing the halls and classrooms of the Union 
El~hth Grade Center th1s year. About 120 students are new to the school, moving from other coun
tnes, other states or from elsewhere in Oklahoma. Officials said these students come from 20 states 
inc!uding Oklahoma, five foreign countries and one U.S. territory, Guam. To welcome them to 
Umon, the stu~ents were invited to a pizza luncheon, and the yearbook staff took pictures, as did 
the broadcasnng class. 

After Dobson was diagnosed with multi· 
ple sclerosis, a debilitating muscle dis
ease, in 2000, he has participated in the 
event with the support of the Union 
staff and students. 
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McAuliffe fifth grader Kourtney Ly casts her 
vote for president at McAuliffe Elementary. 
All of the students at the school, including 
kindergartners, were asked to cast votes. 
Students registered to vote, used paper ballots 
asking them to select Sen. john Kerry or 
President George Bush, and then they received 
a sticker from Student Council President 
Sasha Newkirk, pictured above, that said they 
voted. McAuliffe students chose President 
Bush as did the rest of the nation. 

Ice Routes To Be Used 
Each winter, the Union Public Schools 
transportation department is responsi
ble for developing routes in which 
school buses may travel safely during 
inclement winter weather. "Ice routes" 
are used when weather is such that 
buses should not attempt to travel hilly 
areas. 

The ice routes affect the area between 
Yale and Sheridan from 76th to 91st 
Streets South. Students living in this 
area should have received ice route 
maps for their respective buses and may 
use whatever stop is most convenient 
for them under these bad weather con
ditions. Stop times will be as close as 
possible to the posted time; however, 
delays are to be expected. 

When ice routes are to be used or school 
is cancelled, the information will be 
released to all television and radio sta
tions. 

Parents may also call the Union Public 
Schools Weatherline at 459-3365 or 
check the district's web site at 
www.unionps.org for school closings 
and specific bus stops. 

Kinder
garten 
students 
atjarman 
Elemen
t a r y 
parade 
around 
t h e i r 
school as 
part of a 
fall cos
t u m e 
party. 

Namu Mylarapu (left) & 
Isaac Frihart (right) peer 
through the arms of soph
omore Erin Keegan, a 
member of Drug-Free 
Youth. D-FY students vis
ited Damaby during Red 
Ribbon Week and talked 

~-..,--... --..! to the students about 
making good choices and 
staying away from drugs, 
alcohol and tobacco. 

Student Assistance Pro
gram Coordinator Danny 
Williams said D-FY stu
dents serve as good role 
models for the elemen
tary students and he 
arranges periodic visits 
throughout the year. 

Cedar Ridge first 
grader jack Dean 
shows his excite
ment as he holds 
up a pumpkin in 
the school's sci
ence lab. 

Students weighed 
and measured 
pumpkins and 
also used them 
for art by draw
ing on them. 
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Boevers fourth grader Ashlynn Bearden 
stands in front of Mark Penley, an officer with 
the Tulsa County Sheriffs Department which 
visited the school to talk about safety. 

Duck for President 

As President George W. Bush and U.S. 
Senator John Kerry campaigned for 
votes for the national presidency, an 
election of an altogether different kind 
was brewing at Peters Elementary 
School. 

Because this was an election year, 
Peters decided to have its own election, 
based on the book Duck for President. A 
teacher ran for principal for the 
Quacker party and Principal Jennifer 
Randall ran as the incumbent for the 
Panther Party. Students registered to 
vote and after listening to campaign 
speeches and watching skits over the 
school television, they had a chance to 
vote in a schoolwide election. 

Students learned about the election 
during a special assembly on Friday, 
October 29. The actual election was 
held January 25 and the winner of the 
election will be sworn in by 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden on 
February 11, 2005, followed by a formal 
Inaugural Ball that evening. 

The activity was designed to teach stu
dents at Peters, which is a First 
Amendment School, more about the 
government process and engage them 
in the processes of elections. 

just in time 
for some 
fall fun, 
Destiny 
Rodebush 
and Luis 
Chavarria 
pretend to 
mingle with 
real scare
crows at 
Clark Ele
mentary. 

Briarglen Hosts 'Read and Feed' 
Briarglen Elementary School invited 
families to participate in its first-ever 
"Read and Feed." Assistant Principal 
Kim Whiteley said they asked families of 
their pre-kindergarten through second 
grade students to visit their school from 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday, November 30, 
and read with their children. Initially,· 
the school hoped for 300 participants, 
but more than 550 attended. 

"Dinner was provided by our wonderful 
PTA," she said. "We worked with our 
own food service department to have 
our cafeteria workers prepare/serve the 

dinner. It was a good home-cooked 
meal ... only at school. We read about a 
school in Florida that has been doing 
this with great success, and decided we 
wanted to try it." 

Later in the school year, Briarglen hopes 
to offer another "Read and Feed" for its 
third, fourth and fifth graders. Whiteley 
explained. "This is a fun way for us to 
encourage our parents to get involved 
with their child's education and hope
fully increase our students' reading abil
ity." 

Andersen pre-kindergarhten
1
er .Marissatysa:e~~e:t ~~::e~~7ec~~~[;':!:! ;h~1~::?,~:e~~e~~J~~ !J~~g~ 

she won at a back-to-sc oo plzza par . d bove s onsored the prize and the 
Center, the d~ntal practice do( Dr.

1
Ranf1at 11 Kt A<;:;:::;:~fc~r::;; a~d scho%, nurse Stephanie Angle. 

party. Also p1ctured are enta ass1s an 
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McAuliffe fifth grader Kourtney Ly casts her 
vote for president at McAuliffe Elementary. 
All of the students at the school, including 
kindergartners, were asked to cast votes. 
Students registered to vote, used paper ballots 
asking them to select Sen. john Kerry or 
President George Bush, and then they received 
a sticker from Student Council President 
Sasha Newkirk, pictured above, that said they 
voted. McAuliffe students chose President 
Bush as did the rest of the nation. 

Ice Routes To Be Used 
Each winter, the Union Public Schools 
transportation department is responsi
ble for developing routes in which 
school buses may travel safely during 
inclement winter weather. "Ice routes" 
are used when weather is such that 
buses should not attempt to travel hilly 
areas. 

The ice routes affect the area between 
Yale and Sheridan from 76th to 91st 
Streets South. Students living in this 
area should have received ice route 
maps for their respective buses and may 
use whatever stop is most convenient 
for them under these bad weather con
ditions. Stop times will be as close as 
possible to the posted time; however, 
delays are to be expected. 

When ice routes are to be used or school 
is cancelled, the information will be 
released to all television and radio sta
tions. 

Parents may also call the Union Public 
Schools Weatherline at 459-3365 or 
check the district's web site at 
www.unionps.org for school closings 
and specific bus stops. 

Kinder
garten 
students 
atjarman 
Elemen
t a r y 
parade 
around 
t h e i r 
school as 
part of a 
fall cos
t u m e 
party. 

Namu Mylarapu (left) & 
Isaac Frihart (right) peer 
through the arms of soph
omore Erin Keegan, a 
member of Drug-Free 
Youth. D-FY students vis
ited Damaby during Red 
Ribbon Week and talked 

~-..,--... --..! to the students about 
making good choices and 
staying away from drugs, 
alcohol and tobacco. 

Student Assistance Pro
gram Coordinator Danny 
Williams said D-FY stu
dents serve as good role 
models for the elemen
tary students and he 
arranges periodic visits 
throughout the year. 

Cedar Ridge first 
grader jack Dean 
shows his excite
ment as he holds 
up a pumpkin in 
the school's sci
ence lab. 

Students weighed 
and measured 
pumpkins and 
also used them 
for art by draw
ing on them. 

November-December2004 --------------------------------------------------------------------- Page 5 

Boevers fourth grader Ashlynn Bearden 
stands in front of Mark Penley, an officer with 
the Tulsa County Sheriffs Department which 
visited the school to talk about safety. 

Duck for President 

As President George W. Bush and U.S. 
Senator John Kerry campaigned for 
votes for the national presidency, an 
election of an altogether different kind 
was brewing at Peters Elementary 
School. 

Because this was an election year, 
Peters decided to have its own election, 
based on the book Duck for President. A 
teacher ran for principal for the 
Quacker party and Principal Jennifer 
Randall ran as the incumbent for the 
Panther Party. Students registered to 
vote and after listening to campaign 
speeches and watching skits over the 
school television, they had a chance to 
vote in a schoolwide election. 

Students learned about the election 
during a special assembly on Friday, 
October 29. The actual election was 
held January 25 and the winner of the 
election will be sworn in by 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden on 
February 11, 2005, followed by a formal 
Inaugural Ball that evening. 

The activity was designed to teach stu
dents at Peters, which is a First 
Amendment School, more about the 
government process and engage them 
in the processes of elections. 

just in time 
for some 
fall fun, 
Destiny 
Rodebush 
and Luis 
Chavarria 
pretend to 
mingle with 
real scare
crows at 
Clark Ele
mentary. 

Briarglen Hosts 'Read and Feed' 
Briarglen Elementary School invited 
families to participate in its first-ever 
"Read and Feed." Assistant Principal 
Kim Whiteley said they asked families of 
their pre-kindergarten through second 
grade students to visit their school from 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday, November 30, 
and read with their children. Initially,· 
the school hoped for 300 participants, 
but more than 550 attended. 

"Dinner was provided by our wonderful 
PTA," she said. "We worked with our 
own food service department to have 
our cafeteria workers prepare/serve the 

dinner. It was a good home-cooked 
meal ... only at school. We read about a 
school in Florida that has been doing 
this with great success, and decided we 
wanted to try it." 

Later in the school year, Briarglen hopes 
to offer another "Read and Feed" for its 
third, fourth and fifth graders. Whiteley 
explained. "This is a fun way for us to 
encourage our parents to get involved 
with their child's education and hope
fully increase our students' reading abil
ity." 

Andersen pre-kindergarhten
1
er .Marissatysa:e~~e:t ~~::e~~7ec~~~[;':!:! ;h~1~::?,~:e~~e~~J~~ !J~~g~ 

she won at a back-to-sc oo plzza par . d bove s onsored the prize and the 
Center, the d~ntal practice do( Dr.

1
Ranf1at 11 Kt A<;:;:::;:~fc~r::;; a~d scho%, nurse Stephanie Angle. 

party. Also p1ctured are enta ass1s an 
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Exciting Student Achievements 
Reflect Staff & Community Support 

he 2004-05 school year is moving at a 
~ast pace and setting a new standard of 
excellence. Our academic programs are 
being recognized across the state and 
nation with recent awards honoring the 
performance of our English language 
learners who are making remarkable 
gains and our Alternative School that is 
one of the most outstanding in the coun
try. Our students are competing as 
champions in their co-curricular endeav
ors as well. Not only has our varsity 
football team ignited enthusiastic spirit 
by winning the State 6A Championship, 
but our students are bringing home hon
ors in other athletic areas, spirit, aca
demic and the fine arts as well. 

At no time of year is the district's com
mitment to character education so obvi
ous. Following the completion of a 
record-breaking Tulsa Area United Way 
campaign, the "I Care" program initiated 
by our Drug-Free Youth set out to raise 
$50,000 for holiday food and gifts for 
those in need and the entire district is 
assisting with this effort. 

Our student population continues to 
ow and therefore our building space 

.1eeds continue to expand. The state-of
the-art Fine Arts wing of the High School 
will be opening in December and con
struction of eleven new classrooms and 
the media center is underway at the 8th 
Grade Center. Pre-construction planning 
is getting us ready for an April ground
breaking of the district's 12th elemen
tary school between 41st and 51st and 
129th E. Ave. and 145 E. Ave. which 
should be ready for students in the fall 
of 2006. The school will be modeled 
after Moore Elementary school and has 
enough land for ball fields to be devel
oped at a later time. The space provided 
by the new school should enable all ele
mentaries in the district to have space 
for all-day kindergarten in 2006-07. 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethel! is Communications Executive 

~Director/Editor . The Communicator staff 
..ncludes Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and 
Mike Yore. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call 459-3305. 

In order to keep the Union edge, we con
tinually evaluate how to use our 
resources wisely to provide for our staff 
and community. Curriculum specialists 
and a district focus on professional 
development that helps teachers use 
data to improve student achievement, 
are leading to a more coherent applica
tion of the curriculum and best instruc
tional practices. In a partnership with 
the OU Bedlam Clinic, Union will be 
opening our first school-based health 
clinic at Clark Elementary School in 
January. With the hope of expanding 
services to others soon, the Clark pro
gram will serve students with full health, 
vision and dental care as parents choose. 
Additional initiatives in the food service 
area are leading to healthier lunches and 
more accessible breakfasts for young 
students. 

The district continues to look ahead. 
Out 2005 bond issue has been planned 
with input from many staff and parents 
who represent all areas of the district. 
Support of the annual bond issue contin
ues to be a major way patrons can 
ensure the continuation of Union excel
lence that is building a positive commu
nity for today and good citizens for the 
future . 

O.cr:tlw_~ Ph :b. 
Ca;hy ~rden, Ph.D.' 
Superintendent 

Jarman Student Submits 
Winning Poster 

Last year, the 
Tulsa Health 
Department 
offered a den-
tal health 
poster pro-
gram to fourth 
graders in all 
the Tulsa 
school sys-
tems for their 
"Oral Health 
Education 
Program." 
Posters select-

Bailey Harkrider ed would be 
used to pub-

lish a dental health calendar. Bailey 
Harkrider, a current fifth grader at 
Jarman, recently was notified that her 
poster, out of over 400 posters submit
ted last year, was one of 13 selected to 
make up the dental health calendar. 

Communication 
Representatives Named 

Communication representatives are 
available to help you publicize your 
important and/ or interesting news. At 
least one representative has been select
ed for each school or department to 
help coordinate news information serv
ices in the district. This year's communi
cations representatives are: 

Andersen Elementary: Lowell Ratzlaff 
Boevers Elementary·: Justin Porter 

Briarglen Elementary: Kim Whiteley 
Cedar Ridge Elementary: Debbie Baker 

& Cherry Redus 
Clark Elementary: Lindsay West & 

Teresa McGuire 
Darnaby Elementary: Nichole 

Brookman & Krissy Dennis 
Grove Elementary: Terry Jones 

Jarman Elementary: Nancy Sacra 
McAuliffe Elementary: 

Paula Biesemeyer & Gina Ward 
Moore Elementary: LeeAnna Weaver 
Peters Elementary: Leigh Ann Keller 

& Mary Jo Meziere 
Sixth Grade Center: Cindy Cantwell 
Seventh Grade Center: Patty Scheer 

Eighth Grade Center: Jan McKethan & 
Jamie Ward 

Intermediate High: Cindy Brown & 
Rose Lambert 

Alternative Education: Zondra Clunn 
High School: Christi Johnson 

Night School/Summer School: 
Art Naylor 

Human Resources: Robbie Lee 
Community Education: Terry Konkler 

Child Nutrition: Terry Wright 
Transportation: Gary Greenhill 

Operations: Betty Dean 
Fine Arts; Phyllis Whisman 

Athletics: Rhonda Duke 
Spirit: Emily Warren & Bekki Blythe 

Varsity Porn: 
Jon Davidson & Sheila Mason 

Shining Stars (JV): Lorraine Kaefer 
Bnion Elite (8th): Tonya Benton 

Varsity Cheer: Lucia Epps 
Wrestling Cheer: Cathy Leon 

JV Cheer: Kerri Nolte and Anita Sellers 
9th Grade Cheer: Dedrah Barton 

8th Grade Cheer: Bobby Lay 
Highsteppers: Heidi Stumbo 

JV Porn: Donna Kline 
9th Grade Porn: Rhonda Stacy 
8th Grade Porn: Pam Zachary 

Help them help you share your news. E
mail or call them about your upcoming 
events, honors, projects, etc. Our com
munity wants to know! 
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Information Night 
Geared to Parents of 

Hispanic Students 

The Union 6th/ 7th Grade Center hosted 
a "fiesta" of information this fall for 
parents of Hispanic students, grades 6-
12, to tell them about the school and 
activities throughout the year. Booths 
were set up around the school's cafete
ria area where young children were pro
vided refreshments and parents could 
visit, obtain information on medical 
services and learn about events in their 
school. 

The Hispanic information fair was a col
laborative effort of Union with social 
and service agencies, said Norma 
Rodriguez, seventh-grade assistant 
principal. The Community Service 
Council of Greater Tulsa helped organ
ize the event. About 30 organizations 
were scheduled to attend, including 
churches, higher education institutions, 
social and health agencies, said the 
council's Amaya Melendez. 

Out of 14,000 students attending Union 
schools, 1,400, or 10 percent, are 
Hispanic, and that number is growing, 
Melendez said. "We started this last 
year, with fall and spring conferences 
with Hispanic parents of our sixth- and 
seventh-grade students," Rodriguez 
said. "We wanted to expand by inviting 
agencies based on what we hear during 
the year. Hispanic parents tell us they 
need health insurance for their families 
and glasses for their children. These 
types of things are very much school 
related. When children cannot function 
100 percent, it affects their school 
work," she said. 

Union Intermediate High School presented "Charley's Aunt," a comedy by Brandon Thomas, at the 
Intermediate High Studio Theatre this fall. "Charley's Aunt" centers around two boys who pres· 
sure a fellow student to pose as one of their aunts so they can have a chaperone for their visits with 
two young girls. But complications ensue when Charley's "aunt" becomes the object of someone 
else's desire. 

Art Portfolio 

Union senior Megan Sanders has received 17 credits of transfer with the Art Institute 
of Colorado after they reviewed her art portfolio. The credits will save her thousands 
of dollars in college tuition. 

Rebecca Thompson-Brown, of the Institute, said she was excited to see what the year 
brings with Sanders participating in its scholarship contests. "I am sure her family is 
very proud of her," she said. Sanders' art teacher, Jana Hardin, said she was especial
ly impressed because the credits were based on work Sanders had done as a junior, 
adding another portfolio for credit would be submitted for credit this spring. 

"This is a super report on one of our Advanced Placement art students," said Ed 
Tackett, director of Fine Arts for Union Public Schools. "At this point she can start 
her college career with 17 completed hours in art. There is certainly a financial ben
efit to the AP classes." 

Union Teacher and 
Students Raise $1,500 

for MS Society 

Led by Union Intermediate teachers 
Matt Dobson and David Hudson, Union 
Intermediate High School raised $1,500 
in pledges as part of a 150-mile bicycle 
trek for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Hudson and others rode their bicycles 
to Camp Gruber recently, raising aware
ness of the disease and collecting 
pledges from students and fellow teach
ers. 

T~ese 26 faces are jus~ a few of the new students gracing the halls and classrooms of the Union 
El~hth Grade Center th1s year. About 120 students are new to the school, moving from other coun
tnes, other states or from elsewhere in Oklahoma. Officials said these students come from 20 states 
inc!uding Oklahoma, five foreign countries and one U.S. territory, Guam. To welcome them to 
Umon, the stu~ents were invited to a pizza luncheon, and the yearbook staff took pictures, as did 
the broadcasnng class. 

After Dobson was diagnosed with multi· 
ple sclerosis, a debilitating muscle dis
ease, in 2000, he has participated in the 
event with the support of the Union 
staff and students. 
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A Healthier U: Focusing On Fitness and Nutrition 
Good health and fitness is a key goal of 
Union Public Schools, which is taking a 
pro-active approach to the new Healthy 
and Fit Kids Act of 2004. 

"From child nutrition to physical educa
tion to its facilities, Union has long 
stressed the importance of healthy stu
dents," explained Jarod Mendenhall, 
Assistant Superintendent for Support 
Services. 

In addition to providing physical educa
tion at all of its elementary sites, all of 
the sites have gymnasiums, he said. 
"We are currently in the design phase of 
Elementary #12 and it will have a full
size gym to accommodate the needs of 
our students. All of our construction 
projects are based on what is best for 
students. For example, when the com
munity cited a need for more space for 
student activities, we built the UMAC," 
he said. 

The child nutrition department is cur
rently reviewing the food offerings in all 
cafeterias. Menus give every child 
healthy and nutritious meals every day. 

Moore fourth grader Taylor Lansford races 
a~ound his school as part of a running exer
CISe sponsored through Moore Elementary 
School. The club, Moore Milers, is an after
s~hool running club promoting a healthy 
lifestyle through running. It is supported by 
teacher and parent volunteers. They have 
146 runners ranging in age from pre-kinder
garten through fifth grade. Moore Milers 
m~et every Wednesday after school. So far 
th1s year. students have run a total of 3,757 
laps wh1ch equals 938 miles!! Students 
worked to get in shape to participate in the 
Tulsa Fun Run on October 30. 

Breakfast in a Bag 

"We have recently implemented 
"Breakfast in a Bag" at Clark Elementary 
School, which is providing every child a 
nutritious morning meal. The break
fast meals are prepared and delivered to 
the classroom 
every morning. 
This ensures 
that all students 
at Clark start the 
day off right and 
are ready to 
learn each morn
ing." 

Officials decided 
to implement 
the "Breakfast in 
a Bag" program 
when they 

The clinic will provide at least one full
time physician's assistant or a reside 
physician, and a pediatrician will vish 
the clinic as part of a rotating schedule. 
The physicians will work with and assist 
school nurses. 

Dr. Burden 
said the 
health clinic 
could also 
provide 
resources for 
eye care, den
tal care and 
social servic
es to many 
students who 
would not 
typically 
receive those 
services. 

learned only 
about 28 percent 
of students were 
eating breakfast. 

These Clark students huddle around principal Theresa Kiger 
during a family activity at the school. Families will be even The 
more involved at Clark thanks to a planned health clinic and and 
a new program called "Breakfast in a Bag." 

Act 

Healthy 
Fit Kids 
of 2004 

The new program, which will provide 
items like milk, juice, cereal and break
fast burritos, will help students concen
trate on learning and not on grumbling 
stomachs. Eventually, officials hope to 
have the program at other schools also. 

Health Clinic 

Another program on the horizon for 
Union is a health clinic at Clark, provid
ing on-site medical care. The clinic will 
treat only students whose parents have 
consented to be part of the program, 
said Union Superintendent Cathy 
Burden. It will operate at no cost to the 
school district. The OU Bedlam 
Community Health Partnerships, which 
operates the clinic, opened similar clin
ics earlier this school year at Mark 
Twain and Eugene Field elementary 
schools in the Tulsa Public School 
District. 

John Gaudet, director of Bedlam 
Community Campus Health Services, 
said the program has been so successful 
at Tulsa that they wanted to move the 
program into Union. Clark will serve as 
a pilot school with the possibility of 
expanding the program to other school 
sites. 

The primary goal of the clinics is to 
serve all children in a school, including 
those who qualify for Medicaid or have 
no health insurance, Gaudet said. 
Parents with health insurance often 
choose the clinics as their child's health
care provider because it's convenient. 

also requires schools to develop a com
mittee to study and make recommenda
tions on health education, physical edu
cation, nutritional and health services. 

"All of our school sites have combine 
this committee with the Safe Schools 
Committee which is allowed by law," 
Mendenhall said, explaining, "The child 
nutrition department has decided to 
form a district committee to review the 
recommendations from the sites each 
semester." 

New 
Wellness Center 

Programs 

The SouthCrest Wellness and Sports 
Medicine Center has expanded servic
es to include aerobics, Judo and 
health classes. With over 800 mem
be.!_s, the Center is off to a great start, 
but there is still plenty of room for 
you and your family. There are many 
features which make this Center 
unique, but perhaps the most note
worthy is the five complimentary ses
sions with a personal trainer that each 
member receives upon joining. 

If you are an employee or resident of 
the Union School District rates start at 
$25 . for an Individual Membership. 
Family memberships are $50. For 
more information call461-7878. Sign 
up today! 
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)0. ThlsaArea United Way 

Union's 
United Way Donation 

Is A Record 

Union staff and students raised 
$113,223 .68 for the United Way this 
year, the largest donation of its kind in 
Union's history! 

Campaign Coordinator Cathy Collins 
said the increase is about 10 percent 
above last year and includes $31,668 in 
Key Club donations, individual dona
tions amounting to more than $500. The 
number of Key Club members rose by 13 
to 57 this year as well. 

The Union High School Repertory class won first place in the Regional One-Act Play Competition 
in Owasso for their production of "Picasso at the Lapin Agile." Four students from Union were also 
named to the regional all-star cast: Wesam Keesh, jonathan Henry, Kendall Foote, and Nick Faith. 
During the 3A State One·Act Play Competition in Edmond, Foote and Henry were among the top-
10 actors named to All·State. There were two plays {rom four regions. The first and second place 
plays from each regional competition represented their region at state. From these eight plays a 
first, second, and third place play were chosen by three judges, and 10 actors were chosen to 
receive Ali·State medals. Union's play came in fourth, but only one point separated each place. 

GED Testing Offered at Union's Adult Learning Center 
The Union Adult Learning Center is con
ducting GED (General Educational 
Development) Tests several times each 
month at Union, Broken Arrow, and in 
Rogers County. The tests are adrninis-
ered in a one- or two-day sessions. Tests 

Super Saturdays Scheduled 
for ACT /SAT Reviews 

Union Intermediate High School has 
scheduled two "Super Saturdays," ali
day intensive college test preparatory 
classes. 

The classes offer students a chance to 
review for important college entrance 
exams. The next "Super Saturday" is 
scheduled for February 5, 2005, when 
students will review the ACT. Deadline 
for registration is January 28. Another 
"Super Saturday" has been scheduled 
for February 26, 2005, and will include 
a review of the SAT. Deadline for regis
tration is February 18, 2005. Enrollment 
is open to all area high schools, includ
ing Broken Arrow, Jenks and Tulsa. 

The enrollment fee is $15 per student. 
Scholarships are available for both the 
"Super Saturdays." Fees for Native 
American students will be funded by the 
Title IX Education grant. To register, 
.ontact Lynette Foreman at the Union 
.:.ducation Service Center at 459-6117. 
Class fees may be sent: Attn: Lynette 
Foreman, Union ESC, 5656 S. 129th E. 
Ave., Tulsa, OK, 74134. Make checks 
payable to Union Public Schools. 

with accommodations for people with 
disabilities are offered as needed. 

The GED Test includes mathematics, 
writing, reading, science and social 
studies and measures communication, 
information-processing, problem-solv
ing and critical-thinking skills. The tests 
take approximately 7.5 hours and they. 
will be given throughout the remainder 
of the school year as well as through the 
summer months. 

Candidates must register in advance at 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo, on 
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday from 
8:30-11 :30 a.m. or on Thursdays from 4-
6:00 p.m. at the Union Extended 
Education Building, 5656 S. 129th E. 
Ave. 

GED candidates need to bring a $5 0.00 
money order made payable to Union 
Public Schools and an Oklahoma State 
Driver's License or a state-issued picture 
ID at the time of registration. People with 
disabilities will be helped with the forms 
needed to obtain accommodations from 
the GED Testing Service. For further 
information, or to register for the GED 
Test, please call Marilyn Sparks, 459-
4430. 

The Union Adult Learning Center also 
offers "Free" Adult Basic Education/GED 
classes for individuals who would like to 
prepare for the GED Test. Please contact 
Sallie Jones, 459-4441, for information. 
These classes are offered through a 
grant from the State Department of 
Education, Lifelong Learning Section. 

A record 14 Union 
High School students 
were named 
National Merit 
Semifinalists. They 
are: (pictured left to 
right) Rachel E. 
McMurray, Stephen 
P. Shepherd, Carly A. 
Allred, Michael D. 
Mills, Emily B. 
Higgins, Matt 
Byford, Elizabeth 
Hullinger, Cody 
Tidwell, Marcelle G. 
Martin, Andrew P. 
Robbins, Emily R. 
Smith, ]imikaye Beck 
and Rachael Cain . 
Not pictured is Sarah 
K. Digregorio, who 
has since moved out 
of the district. 
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Union Wins 12th 
Consecutive ASBO Award 

SecureNet Donates Security Equipment to Boevers 

For the 12th consecutive year, Union 
Public Schools has received the 
Association of School Business Officials 
International's Certificate of Excellence 
in Financial Reporting for its 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
for fiscal year end 2003 . 

The award represents a significant 
achievement by Union and reflects its 
commitment to the highest standards of 
school system financial reporting. 
Debra Jacoby is Chief Financial Officer 
for Union Public Schools. 

The Certificate of Excellence in Financial 
Reporting Program was designed by 
ASBO International to enable school 
business officials to achieve a high stan
dard of financial reporting, and the 
award is only bestowed on those 
schools who meet or exceed such stan
dards. School districts who receive this 
honor earn enhanced credibility for the 
financial management of their school 
system. 

New security cameras at Boevers 
Elementary School, are helping officials 
maintain pride in their school building 
and safety for their students. 

SecureNet donated the equipment, 
whose estimated value ranges from 
$8,000 to $10,000, and includes eight 
high-resolution color cameras and a 16-
channel digital recorder. Placed outside 
the building in key locations, including 
entrances, the cameras monitor and 
record their surroundings. 

Vandausm which had been a problem in 
the past has already been greatly 
reduced, principal Sherri Fair said. "I 
am excited because the receptionist can 
now see the exterior of the building and 
know if there is anyone close to the 
building during the day. Also, when 
things happen we can go to the DVD to 
see who entered which area and exited 
at what time." 

Michael Dunn, regional manager for 
SecureNet, said SecureNet, which also 
installed systems for Union High School 

Don Cornell, store manager for the 71st Sr. Office Depot, presents a bl!ckpa_ck to Dr. Kirt_ ~artzl~r, 
secondary assistant superintendent for Union Public School~, as D~bb1e We!erbach, admm1strat1':e 
director for Junior Achievement looks on. The backpacks will be giVen to students m need of ass1s· 
ranee with school supplies. Not pictured is Greg Boyd, ]A's director of development. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

and the Union 
Multipurpose 
Activity 
Center, agreed 
to donate 
equipment as 
a corporate 
neighbor. 

Union's elec
trical team -
William 
Jones, Dave 
Madelon and 

Michael Dunn 

Larry Worthington - installed the 
equipment, said Union's director of 
maintenance Chuck Chapman, adding if 
Union had purchased the equipment 
and paid to have it installed, it would 
have cost taxpayers about $15,000. 

Fair said she is also excited because 
Eoevers can expand the system as well. 
"We hope to use bond funds to install 
cameras so we can monitor interior 
halls. We are grateful for the system 
now because it allows us to watch sim
ple things such as buses arriving in the 
back and watching students entering 
and leaving the building. We keep the 
back doors locked during the day and 
when someone comes, the receptionist 
knows who is there. We just really 
appreciate this gift from SecureNet." 

·Union 8th Graders 
Win at SpiritFest 

Cheerleading Competition 

The Union 8th Grade Cheerleaders took 
first place during the recent Frontier 
City SpiritFest in Oklahoma City where 
more than 60 squads competed in sever
al different divisions. The Union team 
won the SM JH 3A division (small junior 
high). 

Their next big competition is the Grand 
Texas championship in Dallas in January 
zoos. 

.I 


