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Union Highsteppers, Dance, Porn Squads Named State Champs 
The Union Highsteppers won their 24th 
consecutive state championship during 
the 2003 Oklahoma State Dance Team 
Association December 13, but the 
award-winning team was not alone. 
Junior Varsity Porn, 9th Grade Porn, 8th 
Grade Porn and 7th Grade Porn were also 
named state champions at Oklahoma 
City University. 

The Union Highsteppers, which includes 
34 members, were named the state 
champion in the Kick Division for their 

performance to "Chicago," runner-up 
Jazz Division, Circle of Champions 
Award and the officers won third in the 
ensemble division. The duet of Cara 
Christoffersen and Erin Webb placed 
second :in the senior ensemble division. 
The Highsteppers are directed by 
Melissa Zumwalt and Kristi Lacey. 

Junior Varsity Porn, 9th Grade Porn, 8th 
Grade Porn and 7th Grade Porn were 
each named state champions in their 
Porn Divisions while the 8th Grade Porn 

was also named state champion in the 
Jazz Division over the weekend. Varsit~ 

Porn was named runner-up in the Pon:~ 
Division. The ]V Dance team was named 
state champions in Kick and Jazz, while 
the 8th Grade Dance team was named 
first runner up in the 8th Grade Mix. 

The varsity and JV squads for Porn and 
Cheer traveled to Orlando, Florida, in 
February for national competition, while 
the Union Highsteppers will compete on 
the national level in Orlando this March. 

Union, Jenks Come Together for Annual Math Contest 
"Math Is Everywhere" was the theme for 
the annual Jenks/Union Math Confer
ence at the Union Multipurpose Activity 
Center on January 31. 

Molly Smith, a Grove Elementary fourth grader, 
was one of the nearly 600 Union and jenks stu· 
dents and parents who participated in the 
january 31 "Math Is Everywhere" conference. 

About 600 third and fourth grade stu
dents attended this exciting event that 
not only brought together students 
from Jenks and Union but also the foot
ball players who usually meet on the 
field. 

The Jenks Trojan and Union Redskin 
football players assisted the students 
with measurement on the football field -
"Was that really a first down?" The 
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Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
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young students interacted with football 
players from both schools, demonstrat
ing that the biggest rivals in the state 
can work together. The activity also 
showed the younger students how 
important math is to football. 

Union junior Steven Grim, said, "I hope 
these students will realize that math 
skills are utilized in areas other than the 
classroom. Also, I believe I have a 
responsibility to these stu!fents to be a 
presence not only on the field, but in the 
community as well, and this is a great 
opportunity for me to do that." 

Jenks football player Spencer White 
said, "My main purpose in signing up to 

volunteer for the Jenks/Union Math 
Conference was to help the kids. I think 
we can be role models for them. We can 
use this opportunity to establish a 
"friendship despite the rivalry and help 
younger children in the process." 

Students created a giant tessellation, a 
project that combines art and math 
using repeating patterns, that covered a 
large portion of the arena floor. The 
Redskin Room and classrooms in the 
UMAC were used for the event. Students 
from the University of Tulsa 
Engineering School demonstrated a 
laser light show and discussed hov 
important mathematics was in the 
development of the laser show. 

Union baseball 
player Layne Hor· 
ton visits a young 
girl, sick with the 
flu, during her stay 
at Saint Francis 
Hospital in Tulsa. 
The Union High 
School baseball 
team visited nearly 
30 young people, 
most of whom had 
the flu, at the 
Children's Hospital 
at Saint Francis, 
bringing them gifts 
and happy wishes 
for the holidays. 
Union High School 
principal Dave 
Stauffer also 
dressed up as 
Santa Claus for the 
occasion. 
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Site Teachers of the Year for 2003-2004 Announced 

The 2003-04 Union Public Schools Teachers of the Year are: (pictured left to right) Cherie Towner, 
Moore; Michele Spencer, McAuliffe; Cindy Wilson, Clark; judy Murdock, Peters; Doug Nelson, Union 
Alternative; Angie Blankenship, Briarglen; Sheri Morrison, Boevers; Roxann Hulsey, 6th Grade 
Center; Ruthie Zetik, Darnaby; Donna Niemi, High School; Kathy Bailey, Jarman; Kathy Paige, 
Andersen; Matt Fore, 8th Grade Center; Cherry Redus, Cedar Ridge; Susan Weave/, Grove; Debbie 
Mooney, Union Intermediate; and Margaret Lewis, 7th Grade Center. 

Preschool/Kindergarten Enrollment 

Enrollment for 2004-2005 preschool 
and kindergarten will begin in April dur
ing Union's annual "round-up" at the 
Enrollment Center located in the 
Extended Education Building, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave, directly north of the 
Education Service Center. 

Children who are at least four years old 
on or before September 1 will be placed 
in the preschool program on a space
available basis. Children who are at least 
five years old on or before September 1 
will be placed in the kindergarten pro
gram. If your child is currently attend
ing Union's preschool program, you do 
not need to re-enroll for kindergarten. 

On the Cover 
Cherry Redus, an enrichment specialist at 
Cedar Ridge Elementary School, was named 
the 2003-2004 Union Public Schools Teacher 
of the Year. Redus and the other school site 
Teacher of the Year winners were recognized 
during a reception in their honor at the 
Union 6th/7th Grade Center February 12. 

The reception, a watch and two round-trip 
airplane tickets were courtesy of Christina 
Winters Gears and CMW Financial. Other 
gifts included a free night and breakfast for 
two at the Sheraton of Tulsa, courtesy of 
General Manager ]on Davidson; theater tick
ets {or two shows from Ed Payton and 
Celebrity Attractions; transportation by VIP 
Limo; two dinners from Abuelos; a gift cer
tificate {or McGills; and personalized note 
cards {rom Rebecca Ruble and Notable 
Notes. 

Round-up hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Enrollment Center. If you are 
unable to participate in the round-up, 
you may enroll during summer enroll
ment, starting May L Regular enroll
ment hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Round-up days for specific attendance 
areas are: April 1 - Andersen, April 2 -
Boevers & Briarglen, April 6 - Cedar 
Ridge, April 7 - Clark, April 8 - Darnaby, 
Aprill3- Grove, Aprill4- Jarman, April 
22 - McAuliffe, April 20 - Moore and 
April 21 - Peters. A special evening 
makeup session for all school sites will 
be Thursday, April 22, from 5 p .m. to 7 
p.m. 

NION 
and business contributions 

are being sought to help stage 
Graduation Celebration 2004, which 
provides Union High School seniors with 
a safe, drug- and alcohol-free environ
ment in which to celebrate the comple
tion of high schooL 

The event will be held May 14 at Union 
Intermediate High School, following 
commencement. The all-night party will 
include plenty of games, food, enter
tainment and prizes. Statistically, grad
uation is one of the most dangerous 
nights in the lives of young people. 
Graduation Celebration is designed to 
provide young people with a safe alter
native way to celebrate their graduation. 
Donations of prizes, gift certificates, 
food and money to help fund activities 
will entitle the supporter's or corpora
tion's name to be prominently displayed 
at the event. 

To become a sponsor or volunteer, 
please call Sue Morris at 252-0747 o, 
Tammie Waggy at 492-8874. DonationL 
may be mailed to Graduation 
Celebration, c/o Union High School, 
6636 S. Mingo Road, Tulsa, OK, 74133. 

The committee is assembling memory 
boards of pictures of graduates with 
images from 9th grade through their 
senior year at Union, including class pic
tures, Cheer, Highstepper, sports, Porn, 
dance, band, etc. Mail Boxes, Etc., at 
8988 S. Sheridan will make copies of 
pictures which can be turned in to 
organizers. 

John Morrison, 
a member of 
the grounds 
crew, removes 
snow and ice 
from sidewalks 
at the Union 
Education 
Service Center, 
after snow shut 
down area 
schools for a 
day. 

When inclement 
weather 
prompts the 
closing 
schools, the dis 
trict contacts all 
area media and 
posts the infor
mation on its 
web site. 
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Union Alternative students Logan Buxton and 
Kasey Ford visited the Union Education 
Service Center to sell pizza slices. Proceeds 
benefited the homeless and the Salvation 
Army. 

Schools throughout the district held a wide 
variety of fund raisers over the holiday sea
son to raise money for various charities in the 
community. 

Union 
Air Force 

JROTC 
Takes Fifth 

at State 

Union High School Air Force Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps placed 
fifth overall among 3 5 teams at the 
Oklahoma Invitational Drill Meet at 
Southeast High School in Oklahoma City 
Saturday, December 6. 

The event is an unoffioial state champi
onship although teams from other 
states, including Texas, Arkansas and 
Kansas, a tt ended the competition. 

The overall winner of the event was 
John Jay High School, San Antonio, 
Texas. Among Oklahoma entries, Union 
placed third b ehind Southeast High 
School and Lawton Eisenhower. 

ln individual events, first-year cadets 
placed firs t in the 1st Year Regulation 
Category and Union's Demilitarized 
ream won second place. 

Lt. Col. Ron McCool, AF]ROTC instruc
tor, said he thought the strong showing 
would be an impetus for present and 
future cadets to keep working hard. 

11 Union Students Named National Merit Finalists 

The National Merit 
Scholarship 
Program, a privately 
financed academic 
scholar~hip compe
tition, -has named 
11 Union High 
School seniors 
National Merit 
Finalists. 

The students are 
Celia C. Beck, 
Miriam R. Blanken
ship, Stephen J. 
Elkind, Allison L. 
Grindle, Angela D. 
Liniger, Andrew ]. 
Morris, Jordan D. 
Rader, Heather N. 
Stiverson, Heather 
L. Urquhart, Kath
ryn D. Warden and 
Rachel L. Williams. 

Pictured left to right here are, first row, Stephen 
Elkind, Allison Grindle, Miriam Blankenship, 
jordan Rader; second row, Rachel Williams, 
Katie Warden, Andrew Morris, Heather 
Stiverson, and in back, Celia Beck and Angela 
Liniger. Not pictured is Heather Urquhart. 

National Merit 
Finalists are select
ed based on their 
performance on the 
PSAT/NMSQT--a test 
that measures ver
bal, math and writ
ing skills , as well as 
additional academic 
requirements. Merit 
Scholars are chosen 
from the group of 
Finalists, based on 
their abilities, skills, 
and accomplish
ments. 

Merit scholarship 
awards include 
National Merit 
$2500 Scholarships 
and corporate- and 
college-sponsored 
scholarships. 

Proficiency-Based Promotion Testing 
Scheduled for April 

Union students have two opportunities to participate in Proficiency-Based 
Promotion testing this year. The first is in April and the second is in July. The 
schedule will be announced before the school year concludes. 

Please contact your child's counselor to request an application and to learn details 
about the schedule. 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) provides the opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeavors by subject, course and/ or grade level based 
upon mastery of the Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) objectives. 
Proficiency-Based Promotion is intended to serve those students enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be met by following the traditional timetable and 
sequence but who require promotion beyond current placement. 

Nearly 2,000 student 
smgers, dancers and musi
cians welcomed the public , ~--
during a dedication ceremo- ~~:llillllllo..Y... 
ny for the Union 
Multipurpose Activity Center 
(UMAC) on Monday, 
November 24. Hotel mag
nate John Q. Hammons, a 
major contributor to the 
Union Schools Education 
Foundation, Tulsa Mayor Bill 
LaFortune, Broken Arrow 
Mayor Richard Carter and 
State Superintendent Sandy 
Garrett were among the ~-Ht-.--
guests. 

The special program was a 
community celebration and 
official opening for the $22-
million building which was 
funded by Union patrons in 
two consecutive bond issues 
-2000 and 2001- to provide 
an activity center for the dis
trict's 13,800 students. 
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Thank You Union Voters! 
A Message from the Superintendent 

[he overwhelming support at the polls for 
our February 24 school bond election 
serves as a reminder of how progressive 
and student -centered the Union communi
ty continues to be. More than 76% of the 
voters saw the need for Union to purchase 
land and construct Elementary #12 in the 
northeastern part of our boundaries, while 
providing textbooks, instructional technol
ogy, student aild staff equipment and cap
ital improvements throughout the district. 

If all goes as planned, the new elementary 
will open in the fall of 2006. Its comple
tion should give us room to provide all-day 
kindergarten and ease elementary school 
crowding. Research and experience tell us 
that the investments we make in early 
childhood programs yield high returns and 
significantly impact our students' ability to 
succeed. 

As our elementary school population con
tinues to grow, we may need to build 
Elementary #13, in the near future, on dis
trict-owned property south of 81st Street. 
Meanwhile, our attention to secondary 
needs in previous bond issues is evidenced 
by the planning now underway for remod
eling the Union Eighth Grade Center and 
lY the opening this school year of the 
UMAC (Union Multipurpose Activity 
Center). 

We are all so very fortunate to be members 
of the Union community. Even during 
tough economic times, our parents and 
patrons are supportive, and our employees 
are relentless in their efforts to ensure that 
students are provided every possible 
opportunity to excel. 

The positive outcome February 24, once 
again, demonstrates this community's con
tinued focus on students. It can never be 
said enough---thank you! 

Six Union Teachers 
Achieve 

National Board 
Certification 

Six Union Public Schools teachers have 
been notified that they have been certi
fied by the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards. 

They are Tiffany American Horse, 8th 
Grade computers; Becky Barrett, 
McAuliffe fifth grade; Mary Bauer, 
Darnaby fourth grade; Cindy Brown, I
High business; Debbie Snider, McAuliffe 
fifth grade; and Shelley Zevnik, 8th 
Grade government. 

The voluntary national designation 
comes after a year of extensive and rig
orous evaluation. Candidates must 
complete written exercises probing their 
knowledge in specific subjects as well as 
their understanding of how to teach 
those subjects. Student work samples 
and videotapes of daily classroom ses
sions are also required. Along with the 
honor of national certification comes a 
$5,000 per year pay increase funded by 
the State Department of Education for 
the ten-year duration of certification. 

With the addition of these six, Union 
now has 21 Nationally Board Certified 
teachers. 

Foundation Raises $58,000 for Union Public Schools 
More than $58,000 was raised for Union 
teachers during the recent annual Union 
Schools Education Foundation dinner 
and silent auction, co-chairwoman Carla 
Dickinson reported. Debbie Williams 
served as co-chairwoman. 

"We would like to thank all of our con
tributors and sponsors who made this 
year's dinner and auction such a suc
cess," Dickinson said. "We had more 
than 400 attendees and volunteers at 
this wonderful event." Money raised will 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy .Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethel! is Communications Director/Editor. 
The Communicator staff includes Janie 
Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike Yore. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POST
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305. 

fund grants for teachers to be used on 
innovative classroom projects. Last 
year, the Foundation awarded grants up 
to $500 each to more than 
60 teachers . Even more 
grants are expected this 
year. 

Bank; Rosenstein, Fist & Ringold; 
South Crest Hospital, SPARKS, Tulsa 
Teachers Credit Union, Direct Buy of 

Tulsa, The Woodshed, 
Chick- Fil-A, Key Person
nel, Home Depot, Union 
Board President Scott 
McDaniel and his wife 
Sharon McDaniel, 
Moody's Jewelry and 
Barrie Bandy & Company. 

Other committee members 
who put the event togeth
er included: Arthur 
Greeno, Sharon Forbes, 
Georgia Steele, Lesa 
Clark, D'Anna Vogt, judi 
Meier, Linda Huey, Cathy 

This year's dinner was the 
first event to be held in the 
new John Q. Hammons 
Arena at the Union 
Multipurpose Activity 
Center, 6636 S. Mingo 
Road. More than 750 items 
were featured in the silent 
auction, which included 
180 baskets created by 
educators, parents and 
students throughout the 
district. There were also 23 
live auction items. 

Carla Dickinson Carney, Donna Wooten, 
Event Co-Chair Dennis Steele, Tammy 

Major sponsors and contributors includ
ed: AEP, Arkansas Valley State Bank, 
Bank of Oklahoma, St. Francis Hospital 
at Broken Arrow, Flintco, Great Plains 
Coca-Cola, OK National Bank, RCB 

Garcia, Terry Almon, Sarah McBryde, 
Beverly Laubach and Gretchen Haas
Bethell. Other volunteers included: 
Amy Addington, Debra Fredette, Allie 
Gallant, Tanya Holley, Rene 
DeBrucque, Ronda Tolliver, Lois 
Portokalis and Sharon Hackl. 

Page 6 --------------------------------- January-February, 2004 

A number of honors have recently been 
bestowed on Union staff members. 

Cathy Duke 

Cathy Duke, 
coordinator of 
the Parents As 
Teachers pro-
gram, was 
named Parent 
Educator of the 
Year. She will be 
among five hon
orees to be rec
ognized at the 
13th annual Born 

to Learn Conference in St. Louis, 
Missouri, this May. 

"Rarely does one have the opportunity 
to work with an individual works with 
total dedication and commitment to her 
calling," said Cathy Collins, principal of 
Community Education. 

Jarman Elementary principal Patti 
Pitcock was selected as the regional 
2004 Oklahoma Association of 
Elementary Principals "District" 
Administrator of the Year. Pitcock was 
recognized at the first general session 
of the OAESP Mid-Winter Conference in 
January in Oklahoma City. Dr. Sandy 
Wisely, OAESP executive director, said 
the selection is an honor for Pitcock, her 

Sixth graders Melissa Nichols and Kiersten 
Gallagher dress up in some groovy threads at 
the Union 6th/7th Grade Center. Students at 
the school dressed up in the style of their 
favorite decade to celebrate Red Ribbon 
Week, which raises awareness about the dan
gers of using illegal drugs. 

Honors Bestowed on Union Staff 
school, students, parents, community 
and school district. 

Andersen teacher Lowell Ratzlaff was 
named the 2003 Elementary Physical 
Educat~on Teacher of the Year by the 
Oklahoma Association of Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation and 
Dance (OAHPERD). He has been a 
teacher at Andersen for the past 13 
years. 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden was 
selected to serve on the editorial board 
for ·· T.H.E. Journal (Technological 
Horizons in 
Education.) The 
board serves in an 
advisory role to 
the publication re
garding matters 
related to technol
ogy and education 
in K-12 and higher 
education. 

Financial Report for fiscal year end 
2002 . The award represents a signifi. 
cant achievement by Union and reflects 
its commitment to the highest stan
dards of school system financial report
ing. Debra Jacoby, Chief Financial 
Officer, heads the department. 

Hassan Yekzaman, Director of 
Operations, was selected for the 
Oklahoma Plant Management 
Association board of directors. Board 
members meet once a month to discuss 
and improve the physical facilities for 
students in schools across the state. 

The finance de
partment received 
the Association of 
School Business 
Officials Interna
tional's Certificate 
of Excellence in 
Financial Repor
ting for its Com
prehensive Annual 

Colonial Congress, 
Zevnik's eighth grade government class. 

government students re-enact that first Congress in a study 
lanvPrnm~>nt history. 

Intermediate Student Named 
Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Teen 2004 

Union Intermediate freshman Danielle 
Biadasz was named Miss Rodeo 
Oklahoma Teen 2004 in Oklahoma City 
in December. 

During the competition, she participat

Now that she has won, she hopes to 
spend this year working with kids. So 
keep a look-out for Danielle and her two 
bay quarter horses, Swift Deliverance 
"Swift" and Maximum Sugar "Max," at 
rodeos and parades across the state. ed in the speech 

contest, took a 
written test on 
rodeo and horses, 
competed in 
horsemanship ses
sions, interviewed 
with the judges, 
answered many 
impromptu ques
tions on rodeo and 
current events and 
rode in a parade in 
Oklahoma City. 
Biadasz prepared 
for the competi
tion by giving her 
speech at school 
in front of teach
ers and friends. 

Danielle Biadasz represented the Broken Arrow Roundup Club when she 
won the Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Teen 2004 contest. She is shown here riding 
"Sonny" in the 2003 Broken Arrow Flag Day parade. 
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II From the Elementaries 
~.·=================================()==r 

Thanks to the Southeast Tulsa Rotary Club, 
every Union third grader has a new, person
alized Webster's paperback dictionary. The 
club distributed the books last year as well 
and hopes the delivery will continue as an 
annual event. 

Clockwise at right are Rotarian and former 
Union Board member Steve Zenthoeffer, 
Darnaby student justin Bowen, Rotarian 
john Marquis and Darnaby third graders 
Elizabeth 0/stroem and Whitney Cipolla. 

In 2001; the Southside Rotarians initiated 
the project in Tulsa Public Schools, and now 
distribute dictionaries at every elementary 
school in the Tulsa district. Following suit, 
the Southeast Rotary has adopted Union 
Public Schools with the same goals in mind. 

Jarman Elementary physical education 
teacher Kathy Bailey shows her class how to 
play ringers, a game of marbles in which the 
player shoots an oversized marble to knock 
smaller ones out of the playing field. 

McAuliffe 
principal 
Karen Vance 
plants a wet 
one on a 
scaly alliga
tor, held by 
Joe Estes, 
owner of 
Safari Joe's 
in Adair. The 
kiss was an 
occasion to 
celebrate 
National 
Children's 
Book Week 
last month, 
and for stu
dents who 
surpassed 
the reading 
challenge at 
McAuliffe. 

Pre-K student 
Tanner Hull rides 
his stick horse 
around his class
room as he and his 
classmates dressed 
up as cowpokes 
and celebrated the 
cowboy and cow
girl lifestyle in 
Jamie Roe's class

. room at Andersen 
Elementary 
School. 

"We made stick 
horses and used 
them to work on 
and showcase our 
galloping, trotting 
and walking 
skills," explained 
teacher Chelle 
Cook, who over
saw the project 
with teacher Jamie 
Roe. 

Peters fifth graders Max Moller and Nathan 
VanTriest portray postal workers during a 
homework assignment at Exchange City. 
Exchange City is a project through junior 
Achievement that teaches students about real 
life careers by asking them to study careers 
and then form a city, working as various 
zens of a community. 

~--------------------~~ 

Members of Union's Drug-Free Youth race to 
the finish line during gym class at Clark 
Elementary School. The students encouraged 
and cheered younger students when they 
were not racing with them. Secondary stu
dents from around Union visited and played 
with elementary students at Briarglen, 
Boevers and Andersen throughout Red 
Ribbon Week to emphasize the importance of 
remaining drug free. 

Summer School Schedule Announced ~ 
, I 

Elementary summer school will be ~ld' at M0<1re Elementary, 800 N. Butternut Place, and will 
~ / 

run June 1-28, Mondays through Thu!§,days, 8:30 a.m. ta-11:30 a.m., and July 5-22, Mondays 
through Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. to 11:.3ry,afm: ~condary summer school will be held at Union 
High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road in iW91sessions, Jtme 7-Jwy 1 and July 5-July 23. 

I Q.. , 
More information about summer scho0V"WiH b€ armounced later this spring and will be posted 
on the district's web site www.unionps.org( ' · 

{ 

~~~~~~~~~~~mm~~~~~=~=~~~~a~~~~=~~~~~~,~~ 

Grove students 
pose with mem
bers 'of the 
Society · for the 
Prevention of 
Cruelty to 
Animals (SPCA) 
after they 
donated blan· 
kets and towels 
for the organi
zation . 
Accepting the 
donation were 
Becky Bonham 
and Maggie 
Weber of the 
Tulsa SPCA 
shelter. Not pic· 
tured is judy 
Kitchen, the 
sponsor of the 
Grove Student 
Council, which 
organized the 
benefit. 

Darnaby fifth 
grader Tesha 
Kraszkiewicz, 
shown before 
and after, dona
ted her hair to 
the Locks of 
Love program 
in memory of 
teacher Tim 
O'Halloran, who 
passed away 
recently from 
cancer. He was 
the husband of 
former Darnaby 
teacher Pam 
O'Halloran who 
retired last 
year. Pam is a 
former Union 
Public Schools 
Teacher of the 
Year. 

II 

Moore fifth graders Kristi 
Driver and Ruth Chae react to 
an F-16 Fighter jet flying over 
their school in observance of 
Veterans Day. 

The student body went outside 
to watch five of the F-16s fly 
over immediately after a 
Veterans Day assembly in 
which veterans who had a con· 
nection with a Moore student 
were honored. 

Boevers student Dillon Ramos dons glasses 
usually worn by Danny Williams, Student 
Assistance Program coordinator, during a 
lunch visit by Williams and Drug·Free Youth 
students from the Union Alternative Center. 
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ty continues to be. More than 76% of the 
voters saw the need for Union to purchase 
land and construct Elementary #12 in the 
northeastern part of our boundaries, while 
providing textbooks, instructional technol
ogy, student aild staff equipment and cap
ital improvements throughout the district. 

If all goes as planned, the new elementary 
will open in the fall of 2006. Its comple
tion should give us room to provide all-day 
kindergarten and ease elementary school 
crowding. Research and experience tell us 
that the investments we make in early 
childhood programs yield high returns and 
significantly impact our students' ability to 
succeed. 

As our elementary school population con
tinues to grow, we may need to build 
Elementary #13, in the near future, on dis
trict-owned property south of 81st Street. 
Meanwhile, our attention to secondary 
needs in previous bond issues is evidenced 
by the planning now underway for remod
eling the Union Eighth Grade Center and 
lY the opening this school year of the 
UMAC (Union Multipurpose Activity 
Center). 

We are all so very fortunate to be members 
of the Union community. Even during 
tough economic times, our parents and 
patrons are supportive, and our employees 
are relentless in their efforts to ensure that 
students are provided every possible 
opportunity to excel. 

The positive outcome February 24, once 
again, demonstrates this community's con
tinued focus on students. It can never be 
said enough---thank you! 

Six Union Teachers 
Achieve 

National Board 
Certification 

Six Union Public Schools teachers have 
been notified that they have been certi
fied by the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards. 

They are Tiffany American Horse, 8th 
Grade computers; Becky Barrett, 
McAuliffe fifth grade; Mary Bauer, 
Darnaby fourth grade; Cindy Brown, I
High business; Debbie Snider, McAuliffe 
fifth grade; and Shelley Zevnik, 8th 
Grade government. 
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complete written exercises probing their 
knowledge in specific subjects as well as 
their understanding of how to teach 
those subjects. Student work samples 
and videotapes of daily classroom ses
sions are also required. Along with the 
honor of national certification comes a 
$5,000 per year pay increase funded by 
the State Department of Education for 
the ten-year duration of certification. 

With the addition of these six, Union 
now has 21 Nationally Board Certified 
teachers. 

Foundation Raises $58,000 for Union Public Schools 
More than $58,000 was raised for Union 
teachers during the recent annual Union 
Schools Education Foundation dinner 
and silent auction, co-chairwoman Carla 
Dickinson reported. Debbie Williams 
served as co-chairwoman. 

"We would like to thank all of our con
tributors and sponsors who made this 
year's dinner and auction such a suc
cess," Dickinson said. "We had more 
than 400 attendees and volunteers at 
this wonderful event." Money raised will 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy .Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethel! is Communications Director/Editor. 
The Communicator staff includes Janie 
Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike Yore. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POST
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305. 

fund grants for teachers to be used on 
innovative classroom projects. Last 
year, the Foundation awarded grants up 
to $500 each to more than 
60 teachers . Even more 
grants are expected this 
year. 

Bank; Rosenstein, Fist & Ringold; 
South Crest Hospital, SPARKS, Tulsa 
Teachers Credit Union, Direct Buy of 

Tulsa, The Woodshed, 
Chick- Fil-A, Key Person
nel, Home Depot, Union 
Board President Scott 
McDaniel and his wife 
Sharon McDaniel, 
Moody's Jewelry and 
Barrie Bandy & Company. 

Other committee members 
who put the event togeth
er included: Arthur 
Greeno, Sharon Forbes, 
Georgia Steele, Lesa 
Clark, D'Anna Vogt, judi 
Meier, Linda Huey, Cathy 

This year's dinner was the 
first event to be held in the 
new John Q. Hammons 
Arena at the Union 
Multipurpose Activity 
Center, 6636 S. Mingo 
Road. More than 750 items 
were featured in the silent 
auction, which included 
180 baskets created by 
educators, parents and 
students throughout the 
district. There were also 23 
live auction items. 

Carla Dickinson Carney, Donna Wooten, 
Event Co-Chair Dennis Steele, Tammy 

Major sponsors and contributors includ
ed: AEP, Arkansas Valley State Bank, 
Bank of Oklahoma, St. Francis Hospital 
at Broken Arrow, Flintco, Great Plains 
Coca-Cola, OK National Bank, RCB 

Garcia, Terry Almon, Sarah McBryde, 
Beverly Laubach and Gretchen Haas
Bethell. Other volunteers included: 
Amy Addington, Debra Fredette, Allie 
Gallant, Tanya Holley, Rene 
DeBrucque, Ronda Tolliver, Lois 
Portokalis and Sharon Hackl. 
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A number of honors have recently been 
bestowed on Union staff members. 

Cathy Duke 

Cathy Duke, 
coordinator of 
the Parents As 
Teachers pro-
gram, was 
named Parent 
Educator of the 
Year. She will be 
among five hon
orees to be rec
ognized at the 
13th annual Born 

to Learn Conference in St. Louis, 
Missouri, this May. 

"Rarely does one have the opportunity 
to work with an individual works with 
total dedication and commitment to her 
calling," said Cathy Collins, principal of 
Community Education. 

Jarman Elementary principal Patti 
Pitcock was selected as the regional 
2004 Oklahoma Association of 
Elementary Principals "District" 
Administrator of the Year. Pitcock was 
recognized at the first general session 
of the OAESP Mid-Winter Conference in 
January in Oklahoma City. Dr. Sandy 
Wisely, OAESP executive director, said 
the selection is an honor for Pitcock, her 

Sixth graders Melissa Nichols and Kiersten 
Gallagher dress up in some groovy threads at 
the Union 6th/7th Grade Center. Students at 
the school dressed up in the style of their 
favorite decade to celebrate Red Ribbon 
Week, which raises awareness about the dan
gers of using illegal drugs. 

Honors Bestowed on Union Staff 
school, students, parents, community 
and school district. 

Andersen teacher Lowell Ratzlaff was 
named the 2003 Elementary Physical 
Educat~on Teacher of the Year by the 
Oklahoma Association of Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation and 
Dance (OAHPERD). He has been a 
teacher at Andersen for the past 13 
years. 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden was 
selected to serve on the editorial board 
for ·· T.H.E. Journal (Technological 
Horizons in 
Education.) The 
board serves in an 
advisory role to 
the publication re
garding matters 
related to technol
ogy and education 
in K-12 and higher 
education. 

Financial Report for fiscal year end 
2002 . The award represents a signifi. 
cant achievement by Union and reflects 
its commitment to the highest stan
dards of school system financial report
ing. Debra Jacoby, Chief Financial 
Officer, heads the department. 

Hassan Yekzaman, Director of 
Operations, was selected for the 
Oklahoma Plant Management 
Association board of directors. Board 
members meet once a month to discuss 
and improve the physical facilities for 
students in schools across the state. 

The finance de
partment received 
the Association of 
School Business 
Officials Interna
tional's Certificate 
of Excellence in 
Financial Repor
ting for its Com
prehensive Annual 

Colonial Congress, 
Zevnik's eighth grade government class. 

government students re-enact that first Congress in a study 
lanvPrnm~>nt history. 

Intermediate Student Named 
Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Teen 2004 

Union Intermediate freshman Danielle 
Biadasz was named Miss Rodeo 
Oklahoma Teen 2004 in Oklahoma City 
in December. 

During the competition, she participat

Now that she has won, she hopes to 
spend this year working with kids. So 
keep a look-out for Danielle and her two 
bay quarter horses, Swift Deliverance 
"Swift" and Maximum Sugar "Max," at 
rodeos and parades across the state. ed in the speech 

contest, took a 
written test on 
rodeo and horses, 
competed in 
horsemanship ses
sions, interviewed 
with the judges, 
answered many 
impromptu ques
tions on rodeo and 
current events and 
rode in a parade in 
Oklahoma City. 
Biadasz prepared 
for the competi
tion by giving her 
speech at school 
in front of teach
ers and friends. 

Danielle Biadasz represented the Broken Arrow Roundup Club when she 
won the Miss Rodeo Oklahoma Teen 2004 contest. She is shown here riding 
"Sonny" in the 2003 Broken Arrow Flag Day parade. 
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Site Teachers of the Year for 2003-2004 Announced 

The 2003-04 Union Public Schools Teachers of the Year are: (pictured left to right) Cherie Towner, 
Moore; Michele Spencer, McAuliffe; Cindy Wilson, Clark; judy Murdock, Peters; Doug Nelson, Union 
Alternative; Angie Blankenship, Briarglen; Sheri Morrison, Boevers; Roxann Hulsey, 6th Grade 
Center; Ruthie Zetik, Darnaby; Donna Niemi, High School; Kathy Bailey, Jarman; Kathy Paige, 
Andersen; Matt Fore, 8th Grade Center; Cherry Redus, Cedar Ridge; Susan Weave/, Grove; Debbie 
Mooney, Union Intermediate; and Margaret Lewis, 7th Grade Center. 

Preschool/Kindergarten Enrollment 

Enrollment for 2004-2005 preschool 
and kindergarten will begin in April dur
ing Union's annual "round-up" at the 
Enrollment Center located in the 
Extended Education Building, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave, directly north of the 
Education Service Center. 

Children who are at least four years old 
on or before September 1 will be placed 
in the preschool program on a space
available basis. Children who are at least 
five years old on or before September 1 
will be placed in the kindergarten pro
gram. If your child is currently attend
ing Union's preschool program, you do 
not need to re-enroll for kindergarten. 

On the Cover 
Cherry Redus, an enrichment specialist at 
Cedar Ridge Elementary School, was named 
the 2003-2004 Union Public Schools Teacher 
of the Year. Redus and the other school site 
Teacher of the Year winners were recognized 
during a reception in their honor at the 
Union 6th/7th Grade Center February 12. 

The reception, a watch and two round-trip 
airplane tickets were courtesy of Christina 
Winters Gears and CMW Financial. Other 
gifts included a free night and breakfast for 
two at the Sheraton of Tulsa, courtesy of 
General Manager ]on Davidson; theater tick
ets {or two shows from Ed Payton and 
Celebrity Attractions; transportation by VIP 
Limo; two dinners from Abuelos; a gift cer
tificate {or McGills; and personalized note 
cards {rom Rebecca Ruble and Notable 
Notes. 

Round-up hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Enrollment Center. If you are 
unable to participate in the round-up, 
you may enroll during summer enroll
ment, starting May L Regular enroll
ment hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Round-up days for specific attendance 
areas are: April 1 - Andersen, April 2 -
Boevers & Briarglen, April 6 - Cedar 
Ridge, April 7 - Clark, April 8 - Darnaby, 
Aprill3- Grove, Aprill4- Jarman, April 
22 - McAuliffe, April 20 - Moore and 
April 21 - Peters. A special evening 
makeup session for all school sites will 
be Thursday, April 22, from 5 p .m. to 7 
p.m. 

NION 
and business contributions 

are being sought to help stage 
Graduation Celebration 2004, which 
provides Union High School seniors with 
a safe, drug- and alcohol-free environ
ment in which to celebrate the comple
tion of high schooL 

The event will be held May 14 at Union 
Intermediate High School, following 
commencement. The all-night party will 
include plenty of games, food, enter
tainment and prizes. Statistically, grad
uation is one of the most dangerous 
nights in the lives of young people. 
Graduation Celebration is designed to 
provide young people with a safe alter
native way to celebrate their graduation. 
Donations of prizes, gift certificates, 
food and money to help fund activities 
will entitle the supporter's or corpora
tion's name to be prominently displayed 
at the event. 

To become a sponsor or volunteer, 
please call Sue Morris at 252-0747 o, 
Tammie Waggy at 492-8874. DonationL 
may be mailed to Graduation 
Celebration, c/o Union High School, 
6636 S. Mingo Road, Tulsa, OK, 74133. 

The committee is assembling memory 
boards of pictures of graduates with 
images from 9th grade through their 
senior year at Union, including class pic
tures, Cheer, Highstepper, sports, Porn, 
dance, band, etc. Mail Boxes, Etc., at 
8988 S. Sheridan will make copies of 
pictures which can be turned in to 
organizers. 

John Morrison, 
a member of 
the grounds 
crew, removes 
snow and ice 
from sidewalks 
at the Union 
Education 
Service Center, 
after snow shut 
down area 
schools for a 
day. 

When inclement 
weather 
prompts the 
closing 
schools, the dis 
trict contacts all 
area media and 
posts the infor
mation on its 
web site. 
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Union Alternative students Logan Buxton and 
Kasey Ford visited the Union Education 
Service Center to sell pizza slices. Proceeds 
benefited the homeless and the Salvation 
Army. 

Schools throughout the district held a wide 
variety of fund raisers over the holiday sea
son to raise money for various charities in the 
community. 

Union 
Air Force 

JROTC 
Takes Fifth 

at State 

Union High School Air Force Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps placed 
fifth overall among 3 5 teams at the 
Oklahoma Invitational Drill Meet at 
Southeast High School in Oklahoma City 
Saturday, December 6. 

The event is an unoffioial state champi
onship although teams from other 
states, including Texas, Arkansas and 
Kansas, a tt ended the competition. 

The overall winner of the event was 
John Jay High School, San Antonio, 
Texas. Among Oklahoma entries, Union 
placed third b ehind Southeast High 
School and Lawton Eisenhower. 

ln individual events, first-year cadets 
placed firs t in the 1st Year Regulation 
Category and Union's Demilitarized 
ream won second place. 

Lt. Col. Ron McCool, AF]ROTC instruc
tor, said he thought the strong showing 
would be an impetus for present and 
future cadets to keep working hard. 

11 Union Students Named National Merit Finalists 

The National Merit 
Scholarship 
Program, a privately 
financed academic 
scholar~hip compe
tition, -has named 
11 Union High 
School seniors 
National Merit 
Finalists. 

The students are 
Celia C. Beck, 
Miriam R. Blanken
ship, Stephen J. 
Elkind, Allison L. 
Grindle, Angela D. 
Liniger, Andrew ]. 
Morris, Jordan D. 
Rader, Heather N. 
Stiverson, Heather 
L. Urquhart, Kath
ryn D. Warden and 
Rachel L. Williams. 

Pictured left to right here are, first row, Stephen 
Elkind, Allison Grindle, Miriam Blankenship, 
jordan Rader; second row, Rachel Williams, 
Katie Warden, Andrew Morris, Heather 
Stiverson, and in back, Celia Beck and Angela 
Liniger. Not pictured is Heather Urquhart. 

National Merit 
Finalists are select
ed based on their 
performance on the 
PSAT/NMSQT--a test 
that measures ver
bal, math and writ
ing skills , as well as 
additional academic 
requirements. Merit 
Scholars are chosen 
from the group of 
Finalists, based on 
their abilities, skills, 
and accomplish
ments. 

Merit scholarship 
awards include 
National Merit 
$2500 Scholarships 
and corporate- and 
college-sponsored 
scholarships. 

Proficiency-Based Promotion Testing 
Scheduled for April 

Union students have two opportunities to participate in Proficiency-Based 
Promotion testing this year. The first is in April and the second is in July. The 
schedule will be announced before the school year concludes. 

Please contact your child's counselor to request an application and to learn details 
about the schedule. 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) provides the opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeavors by subject, course and/ or grade level based 
upon mastery of the Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) objectives. 
Proficiency-Based Promotion is intended to serve those students enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be met by following the traditional timetable and 
sequence but who require promotion beyond current placement. 

Nearly 2,000 student 
smgers, dancers and musi
cians welcomed the public , ~--
during a dedication ceremo- ~~:llillllllo..Y... 
ny for the Union 
Multipurpose Activity Center 
(UMAC) on Monday, 
November 24. Hotel mag
nate John Q. Hammons, a 
major contributor to the 
Union Schools Education 
Foundation, Tulsa Mayor Bill 
LaFortune, Broken Arrow 
Mayor Richard Carter and 
State Superintendent Sandy 
Garrett were among the ~-Ht-.--
guests. 

The special program was a 
community celebration and 
official opening for the $22-
million building which was 
funded by Union patrons in 
two consecutive bond issues 
-2000 and 2001- to provide 
an activity center for the dis
trict's 13,800 students. 



Union District 
Teacher of the Year 

Cherry Redus 

2003-2004 
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Union Highsteppers, Dance, Porn Squads Named State Champs 
The Union Highsteppers won their 24th 
consecutive state championship during 
the 2003 Oklahoma State Dance Team 
Association December 13, but the 
award-winning team was not alone. 
Junior Varsity Porn, 9th Grade Porn, 8th 
Grade Porn and 7th Grade Porn were also 
named state champions at Oklahoma 
City University. 

The Union Highsteppers, which includes 
34 members, were named the state 
champion in the Kick Division for their 

performance to "Chicago," runner-up 
Jazz Division, Circle of Champions 
Award and the officers won third in the 
ensemble division. The duet of Cara 
Christoffersen and Erin Webb placed 
second :in the senior ensemble division. 
The Highsteppers are directed by 
Melissa Zumwalt and Kristi Lacey. 

Junior Varsity Porn, 9th Grade Porn, 8th 
Grade Porn and 7th Grade Porn were 
each named state champions in their 
Porn Divisions while the 8th Grade Porn 

was also named state champion in the 
Jazz Division over the weekend. Varsit~ 

Porn was named runner-up in the Pon:~ 
Division. The ]V Dance team was named 
state champions in Kick and Jazz, while 
the 8th Grade Dance team was named 
first runner up in the 8th Grade Mix. 

The varsity and JV squads for Porn and 
Cheer traveled to Orlando, Florida, in 
February for national competition, while 
the Union Highsteppers will compete on 
the national level in Orlando this March. 

Union, Jenks Come Together for Annual Math Contest 
"Math Is Everywhere" was the theme for 
the annual Jenks/Union Math Confer
ence at the Union Multipurpose Activity 
Center on January 31. 

Molly Smith, a Grove Elementary fourth grader, 
was one of the nearly 600 Union and jenks stu· 
dents and parents who participated in the 
january 31 "Math Is Everywhere" conference. 

About 600 third and fourth grade stu
dents attended this exciting event that 
not only brought together students 
from Jenks and Union but also the foot
ball players who usually meet on the 
field. 

The Jenks Trojan and Union Redskin 
football players assisted the students 
with measurement on the football field -
"Was that really a first down?" The 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

young students interacted with football 
players from both schools, demonstrat
ing that the biggest rivals in the state 
can work together. The activity also 
showed the younger students how 
important math is to football. 

Union junior Steven Grim, said, "I hope 
these students will realize that math 
skills are utilized in areas other than the 
classroom. Also, I believe I have a 
responsibility to these stu!fents to be a 
presence not only on the field, but in the 
community as well, and this is a great 
opportunity for me to do that." 

Jenks football player Spencer White 
said, "My main purpose in signing up to 

volunteer for the Jenks/Union Math 
Conference was to help the kids. I think 
we can be role models for them. We can 
use this opportunity to establish a 
"friendship despite the rivalry and help 
younger children in the process." 

Students created a giant tessellation, a 
project that combines art and math 
using repeating patterns, that covered a 
large portion of the arena floor. The 
Redskin Room and classrooms in the 
UMAC were used for the event. Students 
from the University of Tulsa 
Engineering School demonstrated a 
laser light show and discussed hov 
important mathematics was in the 
development of the laser show. 

Union baseball 
player Layne Hor· 
ton visits a young 
girl, sick with the 
flu, during her stay 
at Saint Francis 
Hospital in Tulsa. 
The Union High 
School baseball 
team visited nearly 
30 young people, 
most of whom had 
the flu, at the 
Children's Hospital 
at Saint Francis, 
bringing them gifts 
and happy wishes 
for the holidays. 
Union High School 
principal Dave 
Stauffer also 
dressed up as 
Santa Claus for the 
occasion. 


