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Traditional & CLC School 
Calendars for 2003-2004 

CLC Calendar Dates are indicated with 
an asterisk (''') if the dates are the same 
as the Traditional Learning Calendar 
(TLC). 

CLC First Day of School .. . .. .. July 23 
Professional Days'' ... Aug. ll, 12 & l3 
TLC First Day of School . .. . ... Aug. 14 
Labor Day''' . . . .. .. . .. ... .. . . . Sept. 1 
End CLC First Quarter ..... .. . Sept. 23 
End TLC First Quarter ......... Oct. 10 
CLC Fall Intersession . Sept. 29 - Oct. 17 
TLC Parent/Teacher Conf. . .. .. Oct. 15 
Fall Vacation'' .......... .. . Oct. 16-17 
CLC Parent/Teacher Conf . .. .. . Oct. 24 
Thanksgiving Vacation'' ... . Nov. 26-28 
End of First Semester'' .. .. .. . . Dec. 19 
Winter Vacation''' .. .. .. . Dec. 22-Jan. 2 
Classes Resume . . ... . ..... . . . Jan. 5 
Martin Luther King Day'·' . . .. .. . Jan. 19 
Prof. Days (all grades)" ... Feb. 16 & l7 
End Third Quarter''' . ..... . . . . . Mar. 12 
Spring Vacation . . . ... ... .. Mar. 15-19 
CLC Spring Intersession. Mar. 15-Apr. 2 
Parent/ Teacher Conf. (all grades)'' 
.. . .. . . ... ... . ..... . .. . .. . .. Apr. 9 

TLC Last Day of Classes .. ... .. May 21 
Memorial Day (CLC) . . .. ..... . . May 31 
CLC Last Day of Classes .. . .... June 7 

Two (2) snow days have been built into 
both calendars to allow for possible 
inclement weather. 

]an McKe
than, Mary 
Dezell 
(front row), 
and Ellen 
Crager, 
C i n d y 
Forbis and 
Kari Eddy 
(back row) 
took part in 
the Save 
Our Schools 
rally that 
was held 
Febr u ary 
12 in Okla
homa City 
at the 
Capitol. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Union Supporters Give 
District $20,000 

More than $20,000 has been donated to 
Union Public Schools by area businesses 
and individuals who want to support 
students as public education faces one 
of its worst budget crises in the state's 
history. 

Tulsa Teachers Credit Union has 
donated $15,000 to Union while Pamax 
Management, owner of Bmger King, 
donated $4,835 from its February cam
paign. Dming the month, Bmger King 
donated 50 cents from the sale of each 
Whopper at its stores within the school 
district to Union. Mazzio's Corporation 
also donated $3 00 to the district. Union 
has received $20,015 in donations so 
far . 

Individual contributions include $100 
from Gregory and Cynthia Webb and 
more than $250 from employees. Some 
administrators have donated fees they 
have received for speaking at other 
events . 

"We are pleased that these businesses 
and individuals have decided to support 
public education in this manner," Union 
Chief Financial Officer Debra jacoby 
said. "Om community has always sup
ported om students, and we appreciate 
their spirit and cooperation in these 
times of financial hardship." 

Union Announces 
Summer Enrollment 

Hours 

Union Public Schools Enrollment 
Center is offering special summer 
enrollment hams for the 2003-
2004 school year. As a service to 
parents, dming june and July, the 
Enrollment Center will be open 
from 7 a.m. until 6 p.m., Monday 
through Thmsday, closed Fridays. 
"We mge parents to take advan
tage of these special summer 
hams to avoid the long lines that 
occm dming the August back-to
school crunch," said Karl Suggs, 
Coordinator of Pupil Accounting. 

For more information, contact the 
Union Enrollment Center by calling 
459-4686. The Enrollment Center 
is located at 5656 S. 129th E. 
A venue in the Extended Education 
Building of the Union Education 
Service Center. 

Student Survey Planned 

Every other year, the district meets th1 
requirements of om Drug-Free and Safe 
Schools Grant by anonymously smvey
ing om students in fifth through twelfth 
grades. Questions on the smvey con
cern drug use, safety, violence and other 
issues. Students do not sign or respond 
in any way that would disclose their 
identity, and participation is on a volun
tary basis . This smvey was developed 
internally by our Local Advisory 
Committee which consists of students, 
staff, parents and community represen
tatives . 

Parents who would like to preview the 
smvey should contact their students' 
school office. Parents who do not want 
their children to participate in the sm
vey should send a memo to school. 
Parents may contact Danny Williams at 
461-4252 with any questions regarding 
the smvey process. This year 's smvey 
will be administered on May 8. 



Page 2 

2002-2003 Teacher of the Year Announced 
Barbara Smith, a 
fourth grade 
teacher at Jarman 
Elementary 
School, was named 
the 2002-2003 
Union Public 
Schools Teacher of 
the Year on March 
13. Smith was hon
ored at a reception 
that also recog
nized the site 
Teachers of the 
Year. 

"My favorite 
aspect of teach
ing is having the 
opportunity to 
bring curriculum 
alive for a new 
group of stu
dents each year," 
Smith said. "It 
brings me great 
pleasure and joy 
to provide these 
students with a 
safe, yet stimulat
ing classroom 
environment that 
fosters discovery, 
self-esteem and 
mutual respect 
for individuality. 
Continually 
researching and 

"The Professional 
D eve lopment 
selection commit
tee is pleased to 
select Barbara 
Smith as Teacher 
of the Year. She 
will represent 
Union well," said 

Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden and last acquiring hands
year's district teacher of the year ]ames Kerr con-
gratulate this year's winner, Barbara Smith. on materials, 

lone Allison, chairperson of the Teacher 
of the Year Committee. 

This is one of the highest honors teach
ers can receive during their professional 
career. The Union Teacher of the Year 
serves as an ambassador for the district 
as well as a role model for other teach-
ers. 

Smith has 24 years of teaching experi
ence, including five years at Union. She 
earned her Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of Tulsa. Smith said 
teaching students brings her great satis
faction. 

resources and 
methods makes student learning more 
meaningful and provides me with never
ending rewards." 

This year's site Teachers of the year 
include: Cynthia Vanderpool, 
Andersen; Heather Federline, Boevers; 
Sue Ellen Huff, Briarglen; judy Cairl, 
Cedar Ridge; Kristy Bailey, Clark; 
Nicole Miranda, Darnaby; Judy Kitchen, 
Grove; Barbara Smith, Jarman; Molly 
Linehan, McAuliffe; Donna Bates, 
Moore; Leigh Ann Keller, Peters; Sally 
Randolph, 6th Grade; Scott Pennington, 
7th Grade; Amanda Howell, 8th Grade; 

Carol Bur
gess, Union 
Intermediate 
High School; 
Cherie And
ersen, Union 
High School 
and Bob 
Buck, Union 
Alternative 
School. 

Andersen fifth graders Nicole Rogriguez and Ashleigh Robinson don postal uni
forms as they prepare for a day of filing and delivering the mail for Exchange 
C:ity, a Junior Achievement program that teaches students about the different 
;obs adults have by using a real-world setting. 

Last year, 8th 
Grade science 
teacher 
James Kerr 
was selected 
the Oklaho
ma State 
Teacher of 
the Year, the 
first Union 
teacher to 
achieve that 
designation. 
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Union JOM Program 
Honored as The Best in 

Creek Nation 

The Union Public Schools Johnson 
O'Malley Indian Education Program 
has been honored as the JOM Program 
of - the 
Year by 
the Creek 
Nation. 
Accord
ing to 
Musco
gee Creek 
Nation 
J 0 M 
Manager 
Virginia 
Thomas, 
Union's 
Native 
American 
Education 
program 
is "most 
worthy of 
imitation 

Lushuna Blalock, chairperson of 
the Union ]OM Program, shows 
off the plaque the program 
received from the Creek Nation 
Indian Education Committee. 

with standards that characterize leader
ship through sharing successes and 
assisting other JOM programs in reach
ing their goals." 

Members of the other Creek Nation JOM 
programs elected Union on the basis of 
outstanding coordination of its Indian 
Education Parent Committee; the dis
trict's ability to assist other JOM pro
grams; its leadership as a role model; its 
effective and innovative programs; and 
its high standards for education success 
within a limited budget. 

"What makes this such an honor is that 
it is an award given to us by a vote of 
our peers," said jackie White, Union's 
Director of Student Services. 

Union received the award during the 
statewide JOM Conference banquet at 
the Tulsa Marriott Southern Hills. The 
keynote speaker was Wilma P. Mankiller, 
former principal chief of the Cherokee 
Nation. 

On the Cover 
International Faces - Diversity and respect 
for other cultures is important at Union. 

These students joined others at Boevers dur
ing a winter presentation celebrating the dif
ferent cultures of the world. 

They are (pictured left. to right) back, 
Tymesha Adkins, Oscar Bustos, Megan Ellis; 
front, Nehemias Solorzano and Torey Byrne. 
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New Journalism Format 
Gives Union Students a Better Voice 

The Voice, Union High School's newspa
per, is more popular than ever thanks to 
expanded coverage of student issues, 
editorial changes and a new glossy look 
that is eye-catching. 

adding, however, that she provides a lot 
of latitude as well. "I just feel like the 
kids have their own approach." 

Five section editors work with Coleman 
and Johnson to 
produce the 
newspaper. Work 
on an issue starts 
two months prior 
to printing, 
beginning with 
story ideas and 
interview ques
tions. Armed 
with digital cam
eras, industry
standard pro
grams such as 
QuarkXPress and 
PhotoShop 7, and 
MAC computers, 
students are 
learning skills 
that will give 
them an edge if 

Connie C?leman, editor of The Voice - Union High School's student newspa- they choose a 
per- rev1ews a layout for an upcoming edition. profession in 

:or the past few years , Union's newspa
per staff has experimented with an 8.5-
by-1 0-inch magazine-styled approach, 
using artwork on the cover to attract 
readers, adviser Christi Johnson 
explained, and when the school changed 
printers, the newspaper changed over to 
a glossy format. 

"Working with Western Printing, we are 
now able to produce a newspaper that 
uses cutting-edge technology," Johnson 
said, which provides crisper, cleaner 
text and higher-quality photographs. 

Student editor Connie Coleman, 17, 
said additional advances in the class
room, such as the purchase of new 
photo-editing software, have helped 
them to improve the look of the maga
zine by expanding their creative ability. 
"We have also expanded the size of the 
newspaper," she said. 

Students have also worked to improve 
the content, Coleman said. "We have 
added several features such as a lyrics 
page where students can feature their 
favorite song lyrics, a quotes page with 
Jhotos of the students, and a letters to 

'- the editor section." 

"I help them to make sure that it is rele
vant to the students here . . . and that 
there is a consistency," Johnson said, 

journalism, Johnson said. 

The glossy look debuted last fall, and 
since then the newspaper has expanded 
in size from 16 to 20 pages. Students 
and staff have been very receptive to the 
changes. 

While the public appears to like the 
changes, the newspaper staff is not con
tent. After each edition comes out, the 
staff discusses critiques from students 
and ways they can improve the next 
issue. 

Seniors Mallory 
Fuhrmeister and 
jared Myers 
were named Miss 
and Mr. Union -
Union High 
School's highest 
honor - during 
coronation cere
monies recently. 

Shown here are 
front row (left to 
right) - Brittany 
Williams, Callie 
Blythe, Mallory 
Fuhrmeister and 
Allison Grindle; 
back row - Leslie 
Weber, Myles 
Mumford, Daniel 
Castell, Adam 
Blankenship, 
jared Myers and 
Mark Chandler. 

~NION 
Gr4duation Celebration 

Volunteers and business contributions 
are being sought to help stage 
Graduation Celebration 2003, which 
provides Union High School seniors 
with a safe, drug- and alcohol-free envi
ronment in which to celebrate the com
pletion of high school. 

The event will be held May 16 at Union 
Intermediate High School, following 
commencement. The all-night party will 
include plenty of games, food, enter
tainment and prizes, as well as a "Star 
Search" party. 

Statistically, graduation is one of the 
most dangerous nights in the lives of . 
young people. Graduation Celebration is 
designed to provide them with a safe 
alternative to celebrating their gradua
tion. 

Because this event requires planning, 
prizes and funds, a committee under 
the leadership of Dorothy Wampler is 
seeking business contributions volun
teers and parents' support. D~nations 
of prizes, gift certificates, food and 
money to help fund activities will entitle 
the supporter's or corporation's name 
to be prominently displayed at the 
event. 

To become a sponsor or volunteer 
please call Dorothy Wampler at 250: 
7213 or Judi Meier at 495-0505. Checks 
may be mailed to Graduation 
Celebration, c/o Union High School, 
6636 S. Mingo Road, Tulsa, OK, 74133. 
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The Poor Economy Strikes A Blow to Union 
by Cathy Burden, Ph.D., Superintendent 

..iome of the quality educational oppor
tunities that Union has been proud of 
are in jeopardy due to budget reduc
tions caused by a faltering economy and 
no additional revenue from the state. It 
is critical for parents and staff to under
stand the magnitude of the situation 
and realize the impact that reduced 
school funding may have on class sizes 
and programs that we value. 

Union has already suffered a $4.5 mil
lion budget reduction and more cuts are 
anticipated before year's end. More 
than fifty positions have not been filled 
this year. Next year's state allocation 
for common education is approximately 
$55 million dollars below this year's 
allocation and even then, unless new 
revenue sources are directed toward 
funding education, the current economy 
may not produce enough money to meet 
the projected allocation. In fact, state 
projections have overestimated rev
enues in school year 2001-02 and 2002-
03 . We can't naively depend on a tenu
ous allocation to contract with staff or 
continue services. 

titer a thorough study of our resources 
and priorities, my recommendation to 
the Board of Education requires an addi
tional 10% cut to ensure our viability 
next year. This means that 60 teachers, 
6 administrators and 41 support staff 
will not be with us next year. Class sizes 
will rise, programs will be reduced, and 
remaining employees will be spread 
thinly. At this time, it is anticipated that 
a variety of programs and services will 
feel the impact of the cuts though we 
will try to protect the students' basic 
classroom experience as our first priori
ty. We also will attempt to retain as 
many of our staff and faculty as possi
ble. This means that positions vacated 
by retirements and resignations will be 
used first to cut positions. Further cuts 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
!29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It IS 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden 1s 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen H_aas
Bethell is Communications Drrector/EdJtor. 
The Communicator staff includes Janie 

' Froman, Beverly Thummel and Michael Yore. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POST
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. !29th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call 459-3305 . 

will have to come from first year teach
ers and others on temporary contracts. 
As we deal with these difficult times, 
your understanding and support is 
appreciated. Be assured that Union will 
always prioritize with the student in 
mind. 

Union Alternative 
Wins Oklahoma 

Medal 
for Excellence 

The Union Alter
native School has 
won the Oklahoma 
Medal for Excellence in 
Alternative Education 
Award. The $7,500 award is given by the 
Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence, 
founded by University of Oklahoma 
President David Boren. "We are honored 
to have received this award," principal 
Richard Storm said. "I think we really 
do have an outstanding program, excel
lent faculty and a dedicated staff of pro
fessionals in alternative education." 

Storm will accept the honor on behalf of 
the school during the Foundation's 
annual banquet on May 17 in Oklahoma 
City. The award recognizes those pro
grams that are making outstanding 
progress in the field of education. Union 
has been a finalist for the honor for the 
past two years. 

The Alternative School offers a full
range of social services for students, 
including drug and alcohol counseling, 
individualized courses of study, flexible 
class scheduling and a lower 
student/teacher ratio. The goals of the 
program include a reduced drop-out 
rate, an increase in the number of aca
demic credits earned, a decrease in the 
number of classes failed, a reduction in 
the number of absences, an increase in 
grade point averages, a reduction in 
behavioral problems and the approval 
of the program by patrons. 

"Last year, we had 61 students graduate 
from our program, 58 the year before 
and 60 the year before that," Storm said. 
"That is just a phenomenal number of 
students. In fact, we have had more 
graduates than any other program in 
the state." 

"We are truly dedicated to our students 
here," Storm said. "I always like to say, 
'It's all about the kids' ." 

Major Campaign 
Aims to 

Ensure Excellence 

During times of difficulty, friends are 
appreciated even more than usual. The 
stress of budget cuts and staff reduc
tions is somewhat mitigated by knowing 
that the Union Schools Education 
Foundation has committed to raising $1 
million for their endowment fund. 
These funds would provide the long
term guarantee that classroom grants 
and school enrichment opportuni ties 
would exist, regardless of the ups and 
downs of state funding for schools. 
Patrons and businesses in our area are 
invited to contribute to the Foundation 
Endowment Fund and for those dona
tions, opportunities exist to have their 
names attached to areas of the new 
Union Multipurpose Activities Center. 

This is your chance to help Union now 
and in the future. Leave a lasting 
memorial of your student by naming a 
part of the UMAC. Organize your child's 
team, activity, class or booster club to 
contribute to the Foundation's endow
ment campaign and leave a name to 
remember it by. Contact Sarah 
McBryde, 459-3352 to participate. 

S-P·E-L-L-E·R - McA uliffe fourth grader 
Zachary "Zack" Osburn, attempts t? spell a 
word during his school's SP_ell~ng be~. 
However, it was fourth grader N1kh1l Muta l1k 
who successfu lly spelled 'lightning' to become 
the spelling champion at McAuliffe. 
schools such as Cedar Ridge conducte~ 
own spelling bees and celebrated their own 
champions. The winner~ fro_m e~ch, school 
were eligible to compete m th1s sprm g s Tulsa 
County spelling bee. 
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New 8th Grade Computer Lab Comes on Wheels 

A new mobile, wireless computer lab at 
the Union 8th Grade Center may be the 
wave of the future for area schools. The 
lab, which features 25 laptop comput
ers, moves from classroom to class
room, allowing the 8th Grade Center to 
expand its computer services without 
occupying a classroom on a permanent 
basis. 

"We have a limited amount of space 
here, and this lab really opens up our 
capabilities," explained Elaine Smith, 

who oversees computer services for the 
center. "This has given us a new lab 
without having to build a whole new 
facility." 

The lab sits in a mobile cart that can be 
plugged into the school computer net
work through the wall. It is powered by 
a battery that charges overnight. The 
computers sit within a cabinet on the 
cart tmtil the teacher is ready to place 
the computers on the students' desks . 
When the system is turned on in the 

Union 7th Graders Face Engineering Challenge 

On the surface, the Union 7th Grade 
Engineering Challenge looked like kids 
just having 
some fun: 
playing with 
cars, build
ing bridges 
and shooting 
ping -p ong 
balls. 

catch in this challenge, however, was 
that each vehicle had to travel in a fair

ly straight 
line without 
veering off 
the speci
fied path. 

Seventh 
grade teach
er Cathy 
Gunter said, 
"The stu
dents had to 
pass certain 
standards to 

However, the 
activity was 
serious sci
ence, testing 
students' 
math and 
science skills 
as well as 
their imagi
nation and 
artistry. You 
can bet it 
was fun. 

Trenton Feller, left, and Kendall Slaughter, both 13, test the 
wheels of their vehicle, which uses large wooden wheels at the 
Union 6th/7th Grade Center's annual 7th Grade Engineering 
Challenge. 

even p er
form in the 
school corn
petition . " 
She and 
other teach-

Seventh grade teachers and parent vol
unteers established three competitive 
stations at the Union 6th/7th Grade 
Center. In one station, students 
launched ping-pong balls from self
made launchers, attempting to shoot as 
many as they could into coffee cans 
placed several feet away. In this project, 
students had to learn how to shoot with 
accuracy. 

In the second station, another group 
built bridges that had to bear a great 
deal of weight without breaking. Many 
students fashioned bridges with ornate 
spans that combined both engineering 
designs and architectural fashions. 

In the third station, yet another group of 
students entered their own miniature 
cars, using wheels made · from 
Styrofoam, record albums, wood and 
even compact discs. Using mechanical 
processes, they competed to see whose 
vehicles could travel the farthest . The 

ers said they 
wanted students to see for themselves 
how science, math and other principles 
work together in a way that would grasp 
their attention. Judging by the looks on 
the students' faces, it looked like their 
plan was working. 

Union sophomore 
Dustin 
Klinghagen flies 
low and fast on 
his hovercraft 
thanks to a 
healthy push from 
his classmate, 
Tory Martin, dur· 
ing a science 
experiment at 
Union Intermed· 
iate High School. 

Teacher ]ames 
Granger said stu· 
dents made their 
own hovercraft 
using wood, p/as· 
tic materials and 
a shop·vac to test 
some scientific 
principles. 

mornirlg, the computers sync with the 
school's computer network in about five 
minutes and they are ready for work. 

Eighth graders use laptops from the comfort of 
their own desk to complete an assignment 
thanks to a new mobile computer lab. Teachers 
like the new lab because students don't have to 
move to another room. 

The system has proven to be extremely 
popular for teachers who reserve the lab 
through Smith. Teachers like the lab 
because they still have access to other 
teaching resources in their classrooms 
that they may need such as maps. 

Earth science teacher Brent Butler said 
the lab has proved invaluable to him 
because he does not have to stop class
room learnirlg while students walk from 
his classroom to a computer room. "I 
don't have to worry about settling stu
dents down, and we have more time to 
work on the computers. Students also 
enjoy the classroom setting more 
because they are more comfortable," 
Butler said. 
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II 
From the Elementaries 

II 

Move over Dan Rather. 
You just may have some 
competition from the stu
dents at Grove, who are 
using some of the latest 
advancements in technolo
gy to broadcast school 
news. 

While many schools have 
their own morning news 
show, Grove is one of the 
few in the state that 
employs the use of a blue 
screen. Through a blue 
screen, the yolmg broad
casters can experiment 
with snazzy backgrounds 
and graphics that televi
sion news stations use 
everyday. 

High-Tech News at Grove 

Charnetia Pokorny, a computer techni
cian at Cedar Ridge. It is because of his 
leadership that so many Union schools 
now have or will have their television 
shows, she said. 

"We all look to him for advice. He has 
done a lot for Union," said Boevers 
enrichment specialist Dana Bundy, who 
sought his advice on a video project for 
her students. 

The enthusiasm at Grove is palpable as 
students clamor for turns working at 
the studio, based on a rotating schedule. 
To involve the younger students, 
Anderson lets them lead the school in 
the Pledge of the Allegiance. While he 
provides guidance, Anderson lets the 
students run the show. 

While the blue screen 
arrived just this year, 
Grove has been no 
stranger to technology -
due in large part to enrich
ment specialist Randy 

Co-anchors Devin Harper and Ashley Gunnells take direction from 
jacob Dye and cameraman Aaron Estes as they prepare for their 
morning newscasts. The girls wore wigs to celebrate Crazy Hair Day 
at Grove. 

Anderson, who is retiring at the end of 
the school year, said he just wants his 
students to be the best they can be. "I 
want my students to have the best 
access to technology that I can give 
them." 

Anderson, a pioneer in the Union dis
trict when it comes to technology. 

"He was one of the first teachers in the 
state to get a television studio," said 

Teacher's aid Sallie Calvert helps Grant 
Graston with an assignment. He is a student 
in Cheryl Biggs' classroom at Briarglen. 

Rainforests and Rockets Come to Life at Darnaby 

French, photography, rockets, cooking, magic - there was plenty for Darnaby primary 
students to choose from during special enrichment sessions held at the school over 
several Fridays in February and March. 

From rainforests to rockets, learning took on a whole new atmosphere as the stu
dents stepped away from their regular classroom routines with the opportunity to 
participate in 20 selections. 

"This is a unique way to engage our students," said enrichment specialist Pam 
O'Halloran, who led a 
class on Japanese 
music and customs, 
based on her recent 
trip to Japan. 

Parents, community 
members and staff 
members volunteered 
their expertise. High 
school students from 
French, Spanish and 
drama also assisted. 
Don Jones, a retired 
teacher, lent his 
expertise to a science 
class, while Todd 
Nelson, the math cur
riculum coordinator 
for the district, 
worked with students 
on computers. 

Measuring cheese - First grader Brett Bowen measures some cheese for 
a recipe he is working on under teacher julie Godfrey's guiding hands. 
The class was one of several Damaby offered on selected Friday after
noons in February and March. 

Toothy Grin - Moore second grader Gabby 
Laub·Bowling may be missing her baby teeth, 
but she doesn't miss lunch. 

Union Parents 
as Teachers Hosts 
· First Child Fair 

Union Parents As Teachers planned its 
first annual Child Fair for expectant par
ents and families with yolmg children 
for Saturday, April 12, in the Boevers 
Gymnasium. 

This ··was a free event where families 
received valuable prenatal parenting 
training and child development care, 
safety and health information from a 
wide variety of local agencies and busi
nesses . Over 20 booths were there to 
share their expertise and knowledge. 

They're Poets, and Jarman Fourth Graders Know It 

Jarman fourth grader ]ohana Rojas recites a 
poem as joy Kim (left) and Sarah Daggett wait 
their tum to speak. Jarman's fourth graders 
earned raves for their Poetry Program, reciting 
poems in front of packed audiences in the 
afternoon assembly and later at an evening 
PTA performance. 

IGLOO KIDS - While 
snow and cold weather 
have kept many people 
indoors this winter, 
these students had an 
igloo to help them feel 
at home. Students at 
Peters Elementary built 
the igloo out of milk 
cartons in the media 
center. However, just 
like the snow that melt· 
ed, the igloo also disap
peared - it had started 
to cave in and teachers 
had to take it down. 
Pictured from left to 
right are first row, 
Cameron Schmitz; sec· 
ond row, Dominic 
Bucher·]ones, Ashley 
Newgent, Aislyn 
Warden; and back row, 
Austin Reid and 
Camron Benefield, all 
second graders. 

Jarman fourth graders earned raves for 
their annual Poetry Program, mustering 
the nerve to recite poems in front of two 
very large audiences. 

"We do this every year," said fourth 
grade teacher Nancy Sacra. "All fourth 
graders selected a poem unique to 
themselves and practiced in their class
room," she explained. Each student 
then had to face classmates, reciting the 
poem in front of the entire fourth grade. 

Evaluations were made by the fourth 
grade teachers, and the top 30 were 
selected to present their selections in 
front of the student body - and later in 
front of their parents and the communi
ty at a PTA meeting. 

Third graders Christina Cress, Marinda Flynn 
and Cree Harring donned their sleepwear for 
Pajama Day at Roy Clark on February 12. 
Students spent much of the day focused on 
reading as many teachers throughout Union 
rallied at the State Capitol for education fund· 
ing. Union was the only school in the area 
that remained open during the rally. 

Cedar Ridge fifth grader Nolen Herbert pon· 
ders a question during an academic challenge 
against another Cedar Ridge team. The fast 
recall of events is good practice for the stu· 
dents, enrichment teacher Cherry Redus said, 
adding the event teaches students good "life 
skills" because they have to learn to work in 
teams. "They also learn to not just think of 
themselves," she said. "Many teammates sac
rifice their time at the toss·ups for team mem· 
bers who are really on a roll with the buzzer. 
The practice sessions are just as valuable as 
the competition. We really have more fun at 
the practices." 
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II 
From the Elementaries 

II 

Move over Dan Rather. 
You just may have some 
competition from the stu
dents at Grove, who are 
using some of the latest 
advancements in technolo
gy to broadcast school 
news. 

While many schools have 
their own morning news 
show, Grove is one of the 
few in the state that 
employs the use of a blue 
screen. Through a blue 
screen, the yolmg broad
casters can experiment 
with snazzy backgrounds 
and graphics that televi
sion news stations use 
everyday. 

High-Tech News at Grove 

Charnetia Pokorny, a computer techni
cian at Cedar Ridge. It is because of his 
leadership that so many Union schools 
now have or will have their television 
shows, she said. 

"We all look to him for advice. He has 
done a lot for Union," said Boevers 
enrichment specialist Dana Bundy, who 
sought his advice on a video project for 
her students. 

The enthusiasm at Grove is palpable as 
students clamor for turns working at 
the studio, based on a rotating schedule. 
To involve the younger students, 
Anderson lets them lead the school in 
the Pledge of the Allegiance. While he 
provides guidance, Anderson lets the 
students run the show. 

While the blue screen 
arrived just this year, 
Grove has been no 
stranger to technology -
due in large part to enrich
ment specialist Randy 

Co-anchors Devin Harper and Ashley Gunnells take direction from 
jacob Dye and cameraman Aaron Estes as they prepare for their 
morning newscasts. The girls wore wigs to celebrate Crazy Hair Day 
at Grove. 

Anderson, who is retiring at the end of 
the school year, said he just wants his 
students to be the best they can be. "I 
want my students to have the best 
access to technology that I can give 
them." 

Anderson, a pioneer in the Union dis
trict when it comes to technology. 

"He was one of the first teachers in the 
state to get a television studio," said 

Teacher's aid Sallie Calvert helps Grant 
Graston with an assignment. He is a student 
in Cheryl Biggs' classroom at Briarglen. 

Rainforests and Rockets Come to Life at Darnaby 

French, photography, rockets, cooking, magic - there was plenty for Darnaby primary 
students to choose from during special enrichment sessions held at the school over 
several Fridays in February and March. 

From rainforests to rockets, learning took on a whole new atmosphere as the stu
dents stepped away from their regular classroom routines with the opportunity to 
participate in 20 selections. 

"This is a unique way to engage our students," said enrichment specialist Pam 
O'Halloran, who led a 
class on Japanese 
music and customs, 
based on her recent 
trip to Japan. 

Parents, community 
members and staff 
members volunteered 
their expertise. High 
school students from 
French, Spanish and 
drama also assisted. 
Don Jones, a retired 
teacher, lent his 
expertise to a science 
class, while Todd 
Nelson, the math cur
riculum coordinator 
for the district, 
worked with students 
on computers. 

Measuring cheese - First grader Brett Bowen measures some cheese for 
a recipe he is working on under teacher julie Godfrey's guiding hands. 
The class was one of several Damaby offered on selected Friday after
noons in February and March. 

Toothy Grin - Moore second grader Gabby 
Laub·Bowling may be missing her baby teeth, 
but she doesn't miss lunch. 

Union Parents 
as Teachers Hosts 
· First Child Fair 

Union Parents As Teachers planned its 
first annual Child Fair for expectant par
ents and families with yolmg children 
for Saturday, April 12, in the Boevers 
Gymnasium. 

This ··was a free event where families 
received valuable prenatal parenting 
training and child development care, 
safety and health information from a 
wide variety of local agencies and busi
nesses . Over 20 booths were there to 
share their expertise and knowledge. 

They're Poets, and Jarman Fourth Graders Know It 

Jarman fourth grader ]ohana Rojas recites a 
poem as joy Kim (left) and Sarah Daggett wait 
their tum to speak. Jarman's fourth graders 
earned raves for their Poetry Program, reciting 
poems in front of packed audiences in the 
afternoon assembly and later at an evening 
PTA performance. 

IGLOO KIDS - While 
snow and cold weather 
have kept many people 
indoors this winter, 
these students had an 
igloo to help them feel 
at home. Students at 
Peters Elementary built 
the igloo out of milk 
cartons in the media 
center. However, just 
like the snow that melt· 
ed, the igloo also disap
peared - it had started 
to cave in and teachers 
had to take it down. 
Pictured from left to 
right are first row, 
Cameron Schmitz; sec· 
ond row, Dominic 
Bucher·]ones, Ashley 
Newgent, Aislyn 
Warden; and back row, 
Austin Reid and 
Camron Benefield, all 
second graders. 

Jarman fourth graders earned raves for 
their annual Poetry Program, mustering 
the nerve to recite poems in front of two 
very large audiences. 

"We do this every year," said fourth 
grade teacher Nancy Sacra. "All fourth 
graders selected a poem unique to 
themselves and practiced in their class
room," she explained. Each student 
then had to face classmates, reciting the 
poem in front of the entire fourth grade. 

Evaluations were made by the fourth 
grade teachers, and the top 30 were 
selected to present their selections in 
front of the student body - and later in 
front of their parents and the communi
ty at a PTA meeting. 

Third graders Christina Cress, Marinda Flynn 
and Cree Harring donned their sleepwear for 
Pajama Day at Roy Clark on February 12. 
Students spent much of the day focused on 
reading as many teachers throughout Union 
rallied at the State Capitol for education fund· 
ing. Union was the only school in the area 
that remained open during the rally. 

Cedar Ridge fifth grader Nolen Herbert pon· 
ders a question during an academic challenge 
against another Cedar Ridge team. The fast 
recall of events is good practice for the stu· 
dents, enrichment teacher Cherry Redus said, 
adding the event teaches students good "life 
skills" because they have to learn to work in 
teams. "They also learn to not just think of 
themselves," she said. "Many teammates sac
rifice their time at the toss·ups for team mem· 
bers who are really on a roll with the buzzer. 
The practice sessions are just as valuable as 
the competition. We really have more fun at 
the practices." 
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The Poor Economy Strikes A Blow to Union 
by Cathy Burden, Ph.D., Superintendent 

..iome of the quality educational oppor
tunities that Union has been proud of 
are in jeopardy due to budget reduc
tions caused by a faltering economy and 
no additional revenue from the state. It 
is critical for parents and staff to under
stand the magnitude of the situation 
and realize the impact that reduced 
school funding may have on class sizes 
and programs that we value. 

Union has already suffered a $4.5 mil
lion budget reduction and more cuts are 
anticipated before year's end. More 
than fifty positions have not been filled 
this year. Next year's state allocation 
for common education is approximately 
$55 million dollars below this year's 
allocation and even then, unless new 
revenue sources are directed toward 
funding education, the current economy 
may not produce enough money to meet 
the projected allocation. In fact, state 
projections have overestimated rev
enues in school year 2001-02 and 2002-
03 . We can't naively depend on a tenu
ous allocation to contract with staff or 
continue services. 

titer a thorough study of our resources 
and priorities, my recommendation to 
the Board of Education requires an addi
tional 10% cut to ensure our viability 
next year. This means that 60 teachers, 
6 administrators and 41 support staff 
will not be with us next year. Class sizes 
will rise, programs will be reduced, and 
remaining employees will be spread 
thinly. At this time, it is anticipated that 
a variety of programs and services will 
feel the impact of the cuts though we 
will try to protect the students' basic 
classroom experience as our first priori
ty. We also will attempt to retain as 
many of our staff and faculty as possi
ble. This means that positions vacated 
by retirements and resignations will be 
used first to cut positions. Further cuts 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
!29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It IS 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden 1s 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen H_aas
Bethell is Communications Drrector/EdJtor. 
The Communicator staff includes Janie 

' Froman, Beverly Thummel and Michael Yore. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POST
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. !29th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call 459-3305 . 

will have to come from first year teach
ers and others on temporary contracts. 
As we deal with these difficult times, 
your understanding and support is 
appreciated. Be assured that Union will 
always prioritize with the student in 
mind. 

Union Alternative 
Wins Oklahoma 

Medal 
for Excellence 

The Union Alter
native School has 
won the Oklahoma 
Medal for Excellence in 
Alternative Education 
Award. The $7,500 award is given by the 
Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence, 
founded by University of Oklahoma 
President David Boren. "We are honored 
to have received this award," principal 
Richard Storm said. "I think we really 
do have an outstanding program, excel
lent faculty and a dedicated staff of pro
fessionals in alternative education." 

Storm will accept the honor on behalf of 
the school during the Foundation's 
annual banquet on May 17 in Oklahoma 
City. The award recognizes those pro
grams that are making outstanding 
progress in the field of education. Union 
has been a finalist for the honor for the 
past two years. 

The Alternative School offers a full
range of social services for students, 
including drug and alcohol counseling, 
individualized courses of study, flexible 
class scheduling and a lower 
student/teacher ratio. The goals of the 
program include a reduced drop-out 
rate, an increase in the number of aca
demic credits earned, a decrease in the 
number of classes failed, a reduction in 
the number of absences, an increase in 
grade point averages, a reduction in 
behavioral problems and the approval 
of the program by patrons. 

"Last year, we had 61 students graduate 
from our program, 58 the year before 
and 60 the year before that," Storm said. 
"That is just a phenomenal number of 
students. In fact, we have had more 
graduates than any other program in 
the state." 

"We are truly dedicated to our students 
here," Storm said. "I always like to say, 
'It's all about the kids' ." 

Major Campaign 
Aims to 

Ensure Excellence 

During times of difficulty, friends are 
appreciated even more than usual. The 
stress of budget cuts and staff reduc
tions is somewhat mitigated by knowing 
that the Union Schools Education 
Foundation has committed to raising $1 
million for their endowment fund. 
These funds would provide the long
term guarantee that classroom grants 
and school enrichment opportuni ties 
would exist, regardless of the ups and 
downs of state funding for schools. 
Patrons and businesses in our area are 
invited to contribute to the Foundation 
Endowment Fund and for those dona
tions, opportunities exist to have their 
names attached to areas of the new 
Union Multipurpose Activities Center. 

This is your chance to help Union now 
and in the future. Leave a lasting 
memorial of your student by naming a 
part of the UMAC. Organize your child's 
team, activity, class or booster club to 
contribute to the Foundation's endow
ment campaign and leave a name to 
remember it by. Contact Sarah 
McBryde, 459-3352 to participate. 

S-P·E-L-L-E·R - McA uliffe fourth grader 
Zachary "Zack" Osburn, attempts t? spell a 
word during his school's SP_ell~ng be~. 
However, it was fourth grader N1kh1l Muta l1k 
who successfu lly spelled 'lightning' to become 
the spelling champion at McAuliffe. 
schools such as Cedar Ridge conducte~ 
own spelling bees and celebrated their own 
champions. The winner~ fro_m e~ch, school 
were eligible to compete m th1s sprm g s Tulsa 
County spelling bee. 
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New 8th Grade Computer Lab Comes on Wheels 

A new mobile, wireless computer lab at 
the Union 8th Grade Center may be the 
wave of the future for area schools. The 
lab, which features 25 laptop comput
ers, moves from classroom to class
room, allowing the 8th Grade Center to 
expand its computer services without 
occupying a classroom on a permanent 
basis. 

"We have a limited amount of space 
here, and this lab really opens up our 
capabilities," explained Elaine Smith, 

who oversees computer services for the 
center. "This has given us a new lab 
without having to build a whole new 
facility." 

The lab sits in a mobile cart that can be 
plugged into the school computer net
work through the wall. It is powered by 
a battery that charges overnight. The 
computers sit within a cabinet on the 
cart tmtil the teacher is ready to place 
the computers on the students' desks . 
When the system is turned on in the 

Union 7th Graders Face Engineering Challenge 

On the surface, the Union 7th Grade 
Engineering Challenge looked like kids 
just having 
some fun: 
playing with 
cars, build
ing bridges 
and shooting 
ping -p ong 
balls. 

catch in this challenge, however, was 
that each vehicle had to travel in a fair

ly straight 
line without 
veering off 
the speci
fied path. 

Seventh 
grade teach
er Cathy 
Gunter said, 
"The stu
dents had to 
pass certain 
standards to 

However, the 
activity was 
serious sci
ence, testing 
students' 
math and 
science skills 
as well as 
their imagi
nation and 
artistry. You 
can bet it 
was fun. 

Trenton Feller, left, and Kendall Slaughter, both 13, test the 
wheels of their vehicle, which uses large wooden wheels at the 
Union 6th/7th Grade Center's annual 7th Grade Engineering 
Challenge. 

even p er
form in the 
school corn
petition . " 
She and 
other teach-

Seventh grade teachers and parent vol
unteers established three competitive 
stations at the Union 6th/7th Grade 
Center. In one station, students 
launched ping-pong balls from self
made launchers, attempting to shoot as 
many as they could into coffee cans 
placed several feet away. In this project, 
students had to learn how to shoot with 
accuracy. 

In the second station, another group 
built bridges that had to bear a great 
deal of weight without breaking. Many 
students fashioned bridges with ornate 
spans that combined both engineering 
designs and architectural fashions. 

In the third station, yet another group of 
students entered their own miniature 
cars, using wheels made · from 
Styrofoam, record albums, wood and 
even compact discs. Using mechanical 
processes, they competed to see whose 
vehicles could travel the farthest . The 

ers said they 
wanted students to see for themselves 
how science, math and other principles 
work together in a way that would grasp 
their attention. Judging by the looks on 
the students' faces, it looked like their 
plan was working. 

Union sophomore 
Dustin 
Klinghagen flies 
low and fast on 
his hovercraft 
thanks to a 
healthy push from 
his classmate, 
Tory Martin, dur· 
ing a science 
experiment at 
Union Intermed· 
iate High School. 

Teacher ]ames 
Granger said stu· 
dents made their 
own hovercraft 
using wood, p/as· 
tic materials and 
a shop·vac to test 
some scientific 
principles. 

mornirlg, the computers sync with the 
school's computer network in about five 
minutes and they are ready for work. 

Eighth graders use laptops from the comfort of 
their own desk to complete an assignment 
thanks to a new mobile computer lab. Teachers 
like the new lab because students don't have to 
move to another room. 

The system has proven to be extremely 
popular for teachers who reserve the lab 
through Smith. Teachers like the lab 
because they still have access to other 
teaching resources in their classrooms 
that they may need such as maps. 

Earth science teacher Brent Butler said 
the lab has proved invaluable to him 
because he does not have to stop class
room learnirlg while students walk from 
his classroom to a computer room. "I 
don't have to worry about settling stu
dents down, and we have more time to 
work on the computers. Students also 
enjoy the classroom setting more 
because they are more comfortable," 
Butler said. 
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2002-2003 Teacher of the Year Announced 
Barbara Smith, a 
fourth grade 
teacher at Jarman 
Elementary 
School, was named 
the 2002-2003 
Union Public 
Schools Teacher of 
the Year on March 
13. Smith was hon
ored at a reception 
that also recog
nized the site 
Teachers of the 
Year. 

"My favorite 
aspect of teach
ing is having the 
opportunity to 
bring curriculum 
alive for a new 
group of stu
dents each year," 
Smith said. "It 
brings me great 
pleasure and joy 
to provide these 
students with a 
safe, yet stimulat
ing classroom 
environment that 
fosters discovery, 
self-esteem and 
mutual respect 
for individuality. 
Continually 
researching and 

"The Professional 
D eve lopment 
selection commit
tee is pleased to 
select Barbara 
Smith as Teacher 
of the Year. She 
will represent 
Union well," said 

Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden and last acquiring hands
year's district teacher of the year ]ames Kerr con-
gratulate this year's winner, Barbara Smith. on materials, 

lone Allison, chairperson of the Teacher 
of the Year Committee. 

This is one of the highest honors teach
ers can receive during their professional 
career. The Union Teacher of the Year 
serves as an ambassador for the district 
as well as a role model for other teach-
ers. 

Smith has 24 years of teaching experi
ence, including five years at Union. She 
earned her Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of Tulsa. Smith said 
teaching students brings her great satis
faction. 

resources and 
methods makes student learning more 
meaningful and provides me with never
ending rewards." 

This year's site Teachers of the year 
include: Cynthia Vanderpool, 
Andersen; Heather Federline, Boevers; 
Sue Ellen Huff, Briarglen; judy Cairl, 
Cedar Ridge; Kristy Bailey, Clark; 
Nicole Miranda, Darnaby; Judy Kitchen, 
Grove; Barbara Smith, Jarman; Molly 
Linehan, McAuliffe; Donna Bates, 
Moore; Leigh Ann Keller, Peters; Sally 
Randolph, 6th Grade; Scott Pennington, 
7th Grade; Amanda Howell, 8th Grade; 

Carol Bur
gess, Union 
Intermediate 
High School; 
Cherie And
ersen, Union 
High School 
and Bob 
Buck, Union 
Alternative 
School. 

Andersen fifth graders Nicole Rogriguez and Ashleigh Robinson don postal uni
forms as they prepare for a day of filing and delivering the mail for Exchange 
C:ity, a Junior Achievement program that teaches students about the different 
;obs adults have by using a real-world setting. 

Last year, 8th 
Grade science 
teacher 
James Kerr 
was selected 
the Oklaho
ma State 
Teacher of 
the Year, the 
first Union 
teacher to 
achieve that 
designation. 
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Union JOM Program 
Honored as The Best in 

Creek Nation 

The Union Public Schools Johnson 
O'Malley Indian Education Program 
has been honored as the JOM Program 
of - the 
Year by 
the Creek 
Nation. 
Accord
ing to 
Musco
gee Creek 
Nation 
J 0 M 
Manager 
Virginia 
Thomas, 
Union's 
Native 
American 
Education 
program 
is "most 
worthy of 
imitation 

Lushuna Blalock, chairperson of 
the Union ]OM Program, shows 
off the plaque the program 
received from the Creek Nation 
Indian Education Committee. 

with standards that characterize leader
ship through sharing successes and 
assisting other JOM programs in reach
ing their goals." 

Members of the other Creek Nation JOM 
programs elected Union on the basis of 
outstanding coordination of its Indian 
Education Parent Committee; the dis
trict's ability to assist other JOM pro
grams; its leadership as a role model; its 
effective and innovative programs; and 
its high standards for education success 
within a limited budget. 

"What makes this such an honor is that 
it is an award given to us by a vote of 
our peers," said jackie White, Union's 
Director of Student Services. 

Union received the award during the 
statewide JOM Conference banquet at 
the Tulsa Marriott Southern Hills. The 
keynote speaker was Wilma P. Mankiller, 
former principal chief of the Cherokee 
Nation. 

On the Cover 
International Faces - Diversity and respect 
for other cultures is important at Union. 

These students joined others at Boevers dur
ing a winter presentation celebrating the dif
ferent cultures of the world. 

They are (pictured left. to right) back, 
Tymesha Adkins, Oscar Bustos, Megan Ellis; 
front, Nehemias Solorzano and Torey Byrne. 
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New Journalism Format 
Gives Union Students a Better Voice 

The Voice, Union High School's newspa
per, is more popular than ever thanks to 
expanded coverage of student issues, 
editorial changes and a new glossy look 
that is eye-catching. 

adding, however, that she provides a lot 
of latitude as well. "I just feel like the 
kids have their own approach." 

Five section editors work with Coleman 
and Johnson to 
produce the 
newspaper. Work 
on an issue starts 
two months prior 
to printing, 
beginning with 
story ideas and 
interview ques
tions. Armed 
with digital cam
eras, industry
standard pro
grams such as 
QuarkXPress and 
PhotoShop 7, and 
MAC computers, 
students are 
learning skills 
that will give 
them an edge if 

Connie C?leman, editor of The Voice - Union High School's student newspa- they choose a 
per- rev1ews a layout for an upcoming edition. profession in 

:or the past few years , Union's newspa
per staff has experimented with an 8.5-
by-1 0-inch magazine-styled approach, 
using artwork on the cover to attract 
readers, adviser Christi Johnson 
explained, and when the school changed 
printers, the newspaper changed over to 
a glossy format. 

"Working with Western Printing, we are 
now able to produce a newspaper that 
uses cutting-edge technology," Johnson 
said, which provides crisper, cleaner 
text and higher-quality photographs. 

Student editor Connie Coleman, 17, 
said additional advances in the class
room, such as the purchase of new 
photo-editing software, have helped 
them to improve the look of the maga
zine by expanding their creative ability. 
"We have also expanded the size of the 
newspaper," she said. 

Students have also worked to improve 
the content, Coleman said. "We have 
added several features such as a lyrics 
page where students can feature their 
favorite song lyrics, a quotes page with 
Jhotos of the students, and a letters to 

'- the editor section." 

"I help them to make sure that it is rele
vant to the students here . . . and that 
there is a consistency," Johnson said, 

journalism, Johnson said. 

The glossy look debuted last fall, and 
since then the newspaper has expanded 
in size from 16 to 20 pages. Students 
and staff have been very receptive to the 
changes. 

While the public appears to like the 
changes, the newspaper staff is not con
tent. After each edition comes out, the 
staff discusses critiques from students 
and ways they can improve the next 
issue. 

Seniors Mallory 
Fuhrmeister and 
jared Myers 
were named Miss 
and Mr. Union -
Union High 
School's highest 
honor - during 
coronation cere
monies recently. 

Shown here are 
front row (left to 
right) - Brittany 
Williams, Callie 
Blythe, Mallory 
Fuhrmeister and 
Allison Grindle; 
back row - Leslie 
Weber, Myles 
Mumford, Daniel 
Castell, Adam 
Blankenship, 
jared Myers and 
Mark Chandler. 

~NION 
Gr4duation Celebration 

Volunteers and business contributions 
are being sought to help stage 
Graduation Celebration 2003, which 
provides Union High School seniors 
with a safe, drug- and alcohol-free envi
ronment in which to celebrate the com
pletion of high school. 

The event will be held May 16 at Union 
Intermediate High School, following 
commencement. The all-night party will 
include plenty of games, food, enter
tainment and prizes, as well as a "Star 
Search" party. 

Statistically, graduation is one of the 
most dangerous nights in the lives of . 
young people. Graduation Celebration is 
designed to provide them with a safe 
alternative to celebrating their gradua
tion. 

Because this event requires planning, 
prizes and funds, a committee under 
the leadership of Dorothy Wampler is 
seeking business contributions volun
teers and parents' support. D~nations 
of prizes, gift certificates, food and 
money to help fund activities will entitle 
the supporter's or corporation's name 
to be prominently displayed at the 
event. 

To become a sponsor or volunteer 
please call Dorothy Wampler at 250: 
7213 or Judi Meier at 495-0505. Checks 
may be mailed to Graduation 
Celebration, c/o Union High School, 
6636 S. Mingo Road, Tulsa, OK, 74133. 
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Traditional & CLC School 
Calendars for 2003-2004 

CLC Calendar Dates are indicated with 
an asterisk (''') if the dates are the same 
as the Traditional Learning Calendar 
(TLC). 

CLC First Day of School .. . .. .. July 23 
Professional Days'' ... Aug. ll, 12 & l3 
TLC First Day of School . .. . ... Aug. 14 
Labor Day''' . . . .. .. . .. ... .. . . . Sept. 1 
End CLC First Quarter ..... .. . Sept. 23 
End TLC First Quarter ......... Oct. 10 
CLC Fall Intersession . Sept. 29 - Oct. 17 
TLC Parent/Teacher Conf. . .. .. Oct. 15 
Fall Vacation'' .......... .. . Oct. 16-17 
CLC Parent/Teacher Conf . .. .. . Oct. 24 
Thanksgiving Vacation'' ... . Nov. 26-28 
End of First Semester'' .. .. .. . . Dec. 19 
Winter Vacation''' .. .. .. . Dec. 22-Jan. 2 
Classes Resume . . ... . ..... . . . Jan. 5 
Martin Luther King Day'·' . . .. .. . Jan. 19 
Prof. Days (all grades)" ... Feb. 16 & l7 
End Third Quarter''' . ..... . . . . . Mar. 12 
Spring Vacation . . . ... ... .. Mar. 15-19 
CLC Spring Intersession. Mar. 15-Apr. 2 
Parent/ Teacher Conf. (all grades)'' 
.. . .. . . ... ... . ..... . .. . .. . .. Apr. 9 

TLC Last Day of Classes .. ... .. May 21 
Memorial Day (CLC) . . .. ..... . . May 31 
CLC Last Day of Classes .. . .... June 7 

Two (2) snow days have been built into 
both calendars to allow for possible 
inclement weather. 

]an McKe
than, Mary 
Dezell 
(front row), 
and Ellen 
Crager, 
C i n d y 
Forbis and 
Kari Eddy 
(back row) 
took part in 
the Save 
Our Schools 
rally that 
was held 
Febr u ary 
12 in Okla
homa City 
at the 
Capitol. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Union Supporters Give 
District $20,000 

More than $20,000 has been donated to 
Union Public Schools by area businesses 
and individuals who want to support 
students as public education faces one 
of its worst budget crises in the state's 
history. 

Tulsa Teachers Credit Union has 
donated $15,000 to Union while Pamax 
Management, owner of Bmger King, 
donated $4,835 from its February cam
paign. Dming the month, Bmger King 
donated 50 cents from the sale of each 
Whopper at its stores within the school 
district to Union. Mazzio's Corporation 
also donated $3 00 to the district. Union 
has received $20,015 in donations so 
far . 

Individual contributions include $100 
from Gregory and Cynthia Webb and 
more than $250 from employees. Some 
administrators have donated fees they 
have received for speaking at other 
events . 

"We are pleased that these businesses 
and individuals have decided to support 
public education in this manner," Union 
Chief Financial Officer Debra jacoby 
said. "Om community has always sup
ported om students, and we appreciate 
their spirit and cooperation in these 
times of financial hardship." 

Union Announces 
Summer Enrollment 

Hours 

Union Public Schools Enrollment 
Center is offering special summer 
enrollment hams for the 2003-
2004 school year. As a service to 
parents, dming june and July, the 
Enrollment Center will be open 
from 7 a.m. until 6 p.m., Monday 
through Thmsday, closed Fridays. 
"We mge parents to take advan
tage of these special summer 
hams to avoid the long lines that 
occm dming the August back-to
school crunch," said Karl Suggs, 
Coordinator of Pupil Accounting. 

For more information, contact the 
Union Enrollment Center by calling 
459-4686. The Enrollment Center 
is located at 5656 S. 129th E. 
A venue in the Extended Education 
Building of the Union Education 
Service Center. 

Student Survey Planned 

Every other year, the district meets th1 
requirements of om Drug-Free and Safe 
Schools Grant by anonymously smvey
ing om students in fifth through twelfth 
grades. Questions on the smvey con
cern drug use, safety, violence and other 
issues. Students do not sign or respond 
in any way that would disclose their 
identity, and participation is on a volun
tary basis . This smvey was developed 
internally by our Local Advisory 
Committee which consists of students, 
staff, parents and community represen
tatives . 

Parents who would like to preview the 
smvey should contact their students' 
school office. Parents who do not want 
their children to participate in the sm
vey should send a memo to school. 
Parents may contact Danny Williams at 
461-4252 with any questions regarding 
the smvey process. This year 's smvey 
will be administered on May 8. 


