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Accommodating & Viewing Student Performances Just Got Better 
If the football season 
home opener against 
Broken Arrow High 
School is any indica
tion, Union Tuttle 
Stadium's new artificial 
turf is just about the 
best and most cost
effective playing field 
around. During the BA 
game, there were per
formances by Union's 
energetic and award
winning cheerleaders, 
porn squad, drill team, 
band, color guard, ele
mentary and secondary 

h I h At halftime of the Union vs. Broken Arrow football game in September, the major partners who 
sc 00 c oirs, Air Force made contributions for the purchase of Union's Daktronics Scoreboard video display- the U-View 
Junior ROTC, and its · were honored. Pictured {rom left to right are: Kelly Ferguson, on-premise sales representative 
championship football for Great Plains Coca-Cola Bottling Company; Gene Beck, regional director for Daktronics Sports 
team. Athletic director Marketing; Dr. Cathy Burden, Union Superintendent; Gwen Teselle, chief financial officer of 

SouthCrest Hospital; Anthony Young, president and CEO of SouthCrest Hospital and Dr. Keith 
and head football coach Stanley, Union team doctor and co·owner of Spine and Sports Specialists. These companies also 
Bill Blankenship esti- helped purchase a new four-sided scoreboard and video display for the Union Multipurpose 

build the center. 

Hospital and Spine 
and Sport, 
Specialists. 

The district's newest 
building, the Union 
Multipurpose 
Activity Center 
(UMAC), caps the 
improvements in 
and around the sta
dium. Not only will 
it accommodate 
thousands of stu
dents and the com
munity for years to 
come, the UMAC 
also symbolizes the 
generosity of for
ward-thinking dis
trict patrons who 
o verw helmingl y 
passed two consecu
tive bond issues to mates that at any given Activity Center. 

time during home games and major 
half-time performances, there are more 
than a thousand students on and off the 
field, which is designed to take high 
traffic with low maintenance for years. 

There to highlight their performances is 
the new "U-View" video score board, 
paid for through contributions from 
major advertisers--Great Plains Coca
Cola Bottling Company, SouthCrest 

For more information about the UMAC 
and its November 24 dedication (see 
Page 2), visit www.unionps.org. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Members of 
the Union Tee
pee Crew led 
the Redskin 
football team 
onto the field 
before the 
game with 
Broken Ar-
row. The sea
son's home 
opener was 
the first regu
lar season 
game to be 
played on the 
new artifical 
turf that was 
installed right 
before the 
season start
ed. 

Union won the 
football game 
with a final 
score of 21-
14. 

Union sophomore Kyle Crafts, offensive line· 
man, practices before the big game between 
Union and Broken Arrow. 
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Pigs & Pennies Help United Way Drive for 2003 
Union Public Schools raised more than 
$102,350 for the Tulsa Area United 
Way Campaign through payroll deduc
tions and donations from staff, stu
dents and the community. 

"I am so pleased with this year's United 
Way effort," said Cathy Collins, chair
woman for Union's United Way cam
paign, explaining that despite the lean 

ters and visiting with resi
dents in need. 

Students and teachers 
throughout the district came 
up with creative ways to 
raise money for the United 
Way from coin collections to 
crazy games to special jeans 
contests. Teachers at Clark 
reached into their own pock
ets and donated to the cause 
to help their school reach its 
goal, while students at 

When it comes to raising money for the United Way, it Darnaby went crazy during 
can be war- a penny war- at Cedar Ridge Elementary. penny wars . Several employ
In a war of boys versus the girls, students vied to col- ees throughout the district 
leer the most coins. Pictured here are kindergarten stu-
dents: Oeft to right) Mackenzie Beliera, jennifer Kontje, were named Key Club 
Rachel Gunther, Cameron Plunkett, Mason Naifeh and donors, donating more than 
Ben McNulty. They are all students in Kimberly $500 each to the United Way. 
Beliera's class. 

economic times, Union's family 
continued to reach into its pock
ets to support the Tulsa commu
nity. 

Briarglen principal Courtney Elias holds Festus, a 9-month
old Potbellied pig, as receptionist Nancy Minter plants a kiss 
on his flat, wet nose in front of squealing, screaming stu
dents during a Character Counts assembly at Briarglen 
Elementary. In a penny-raising campaign to benefit the 
United Way, students selected Minter to kiss the pig, raising 
well over $250 in change. 

Employees from around the dis
trict volunteered their services 
during the annual United Way 
Day of Caring, doing such things 
as cleaning air-conditioning fil-

Superintendent Dr. Cathy 
Burden thanked everyone for their 
efforts, explaining the activities were 
not only a great way to contribute to a 
worthy cause, but also a fun way for the 
communities to come together in a 
show of unity at the beginning of the 
school year. 

c.!_____~. 

first Native American astronaut in space -
signs an autograph for Dalton Woods during 
Herrington's visit at Native American Family 
Night at the Union 8th Grade Center. He also 
signed an autograph for McAuliffe Pre-K stu· 
dent Channing Baumann, immediately behind 
Dalton, while their mother, janell Woods, 
watched. Herrington spoke about his experi
ences as a Native American, studying and his 
experiences in the military and aviation that 
led to his trip in outer space. 

Proficiency-Based Promotion 
Testing Dates Announced for 

2003-2004 School Year 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) pro
vides the opportunity for students to 
move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course and/ or 
grade level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student 
Skills (PASS) objectives. 

Proficiency-Based Promotion is intended 
to serve those students enrolled in 
Union Public Schools whose needs can
not be met by following the traditional 
timetable and sequence, but who 
require promotion beyond current 
placement. 

During each school year, Union students 
have two opportunities to participate in 
the process. Testing will occur at each 
school during the month of April. Please 
contact your child's counselor to 
request an application and to learn 
when testing will be administered at 
that site. The second opportunity for 
testing will be during the summer in 
July. The schedule for summer testing 
will be published before the school year 
concludes. 

Comtil Celeli~ 
\) ooWit'b Us! 

Y mi are cordially invited ·G s)llec
tac~ar dedication for the new Union 

oMuH pose Activity .:JCent~r 
UMA:G)~ Monday, November 24, 
7:00-9i00 .m., at ~3 S. I'1}ngo 
Road. ·The ceremony. will · iclude 

I f - · V 
out talrtling stud t 0 chor~, band, 
o~cti stra and d~ce ~aerfon" ces; a 

' to_uclililg patl'iotic video; ailjl com-
men ~ from area mayors, benefactor 
John Q. Hammons and Union 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden. 

Plan to be there! 

You won't want to miss it! 

On the Cover 
Representing the thousands of students 
who will benefit from the UMAC's activities 
for years to come are, left to right, senior 
Matt Currie, senior Brianna Gamble, sev
enth grader Daniel Hulsey, Moore second 
grader Hailey Cargile, Moore third grader 
Joseph Mobley, seventh grader Ryan 
Goodwin and senior Clent Stewart. 
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Super Saturdays Scheduled for ACT /SAT Reviews 

Union Intermediate High School has 
;cheduled two "Super Saturdays," all
Clay intensive college preparatory test 
classes, for the remainder of this school 
year. 

The classes offer students a chance to 
review for important college entrance 
exams. The next "Super Saturday" is 
scheduled for January 17, 2004, when 
students will review the ACT. Another 
"Super Saturday" has been scheduled 
for February 2004, and will include a 
review of the SAT. Enrollment is open to 

all area high schools, including Broken 
Arrow, Jenks and Tulsa. 

The enrollment fee is $15 per student. 
Scholarships are available for both the 
"Super Saturdays ." Fees for Native 
American students will be funded by the 
Title IX Education grant. 

Union's National Merit 
Semifinalists for 2003-
2004 are: (pictured left 
to right) Katie Warden, 
Celia Beck, Daniel 
O'Dowd, Angela Liniger, 
jordan Rader, Heather 
Stiverson, Miriam Blank
enship, Andrew Morris, 
Stephen Elkind, Allison 
Grindle, Rachel Williams 
& (not pictured) Heather 
Urquhart. Eight stu
dents were named 
National Merit Com
mended Seniors. They 
are: Travis Biddick, 
Moriah Birnbaum, Lynd
sey Hogg, Ryan Huey, 
Katherine Keeling, 
Megan Miller, Brittany 
Overstreet & Nikita 
Shah. 

To register, contact Kathy Dodd at the 
Union Education Service Center at 459-
6117. 

Class fees may be sent: Attn: Kathy 
Dodd, Union ESC, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK, 74134. Make checks payable 
to Union Public Schools. 

Union Web Site Chosen for Award 
Union Public Schools' web site has been 
awarded a 2003-2004 Golden Web 
Award. This honor is bestowed by the 
International Association of. 
Webmasters and Designers. Its sponsors 
and affiliates include some of the 
worlds largest and most respected com
panies, including GE, Microsoft and 

Ice Routes Announced 

Public Schools 
:-artment is responsi-

"Ice routes" are used when weather is 
such that buses should not attempt to 
travel hilly areas. The ice routes affect 
the area between Yale and Sheridan 
from 76th to 91st Streets South. 

Students living in this area should have 
received ice route maps for their respec
tive buses and may use whatever stop is 
most convenient for them under these 
bad weather conditions. Stop times will 
~ e as close as possible to the posted 
dme; however, delays are to be expect
ed. 

When ice routes are to be used or school 
is cancelled, the information will be 

released to all television and radio sta
tions. Parents may also call the Union 
Public Schools Weatherline at 459-3365 
or check the district's web site at 
www.unionps.org for school closings 
and specific bus stops. 

AOL. The council of voters that deter
mines this recognition is made up of 
more than 130 professionals across the 
globe. 

The webmaster for Union Public Schools 
is Mike Yore. 

Union students work 
together to build 
bridges using paper 
products, observing 
how construction 
mirrors relation
ships in real life. 
Pictured are (left to 
right) Ashley Medlin, 
Zac Diamond, Raul 
Loera, and Nakeyia 
Smith. The project, 
under the direction 
of art therapist Andi 
Berry, helped the 
students learn about 
themselves and each 
other through team
building. 
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A Message from the Superintendent 

The Union Multipurpose Activity Center is finally complete! Please accept this 
invitation to the grand opening and dedication of this marvelous facility on 
November 24 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Bring the entire family and all of your friends 
to enjoy the talents of our fine arts students and tour the building from top to bot-

tom. ~ 

Union patrons have supported the development of this facili 'th o b na ·ssue 
votes, marveled at the size through the construction. mal e, and ' ow c h lebrate 
one of the most unique public school fac· 'l'i s ini he cbtrntr.y. On No~emVe"f) 24, 
you can see the huge John Q. Hammo s ena, the lieautiful Red Zone<om over
looking the stadium, the state-of-ijhe-art SCiluthCres elln ss Ce~, the enlarged 
UWear Store, and basketball and fbottlall ock'er OOJ.1!lS"'trfat are superior to many 
Division One universities. Th~ b~g is ea y to host conferences, athletic and 
fine arts events as well as the p~stlident team practices. 

On opening night students will be displaying their works of art, musical talents and 
performance skills as we welcome guests and our special benefactor, John Q. 
Hammons, to the dedication. Thanks to Mr. Hammons' generous contribution to 
the Union Schools Education Foundation, the arena has been named in his honor. 
Additional areas of the building can be named for other donors who contribute to 
the Foundation's Endowment Campaign. Even seats in the arena can be named, 
leaving a lasting legacy to Union. 

Come celebrate the grand opening of the UMAC on November 24. This building 
belongs to our Union community, staff and students, and I know that you will be 
amazed to see how wonderful it is. I hope to see you then. 

Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

New Board Member Appointed for Zone #1 

During a special meeting on October 20, 
members of the Union Board of 
Education unanimously approved the 
appointment of Beverly Laubach to fill 
the Board vacancy in Zone #1 following 
the resignation of long-time member Phil 
Barr. 

Ms. Laubach is the mother of four Union 
students - a son in second grade at 
McAuliffe Elementary, a sixth grade 
daughter, an eighth grade son and a 
daughter who is a senior at Union High 
School. A Union district resident for 22 
years, she has been an active PTA volun-

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethel! is Communications Director/Editor. 

\The Communicator staff includes Janie 
Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike Vore. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POST· 
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call 459-3305. 

teer since 
her older 
daughter 
started 
school at 
McAuliffe. 
She has 
served as a 
PTA officer 
during much 
of that time 
and is cur
rently PTA 
president at 

Beverly Laubach McAuliffe , 
High School PTSA treasurer, a board 
member of the 6th/7th Grade Center 
and 8th Grade Center PTAs and is serv
ing her second term as treasurer of the 
district PTA Council. She has also been 
actively involved in the Union Schools 
Education Foundation and has served as 
a Trustee for seven years, five as an offi
cer. 

Ms. Laubach attended Will Rogers High 
School in Tulsa. Her post-secondary 
education is in accounting, and she 
worked in that field before choosing to 
be a full-time, stay-at-home mother. 

Communication 
Representatives Named 

Communication representatives for the 
2003-2004 school year have been select
ed. At least one representative has been 
selected for each school or department 
to help coordinate news information 
services in the district. This year's com
munications representatives are: 

Andersen Elementary: Lowell Ratzlaff 
Boevers Elementary: Judy Ide 

Briarglen Elementary: Kim Whiteley 
Cedar Ridge Elementary: Cherry Redus 

Clark Elementary: Justin Porter & 
Teresa McGuire 

Darnaby Elementary: Ted Auwen 
Grove Elementary: Terry Jones 

Jarman Elementary: Nancy Sacra 
McAuliffe Elementary: 

Paula Biesemeyer & Gina Ward 
Moore Elementary: Linda Taylor 

Peters Elementary: Leigh Ann Keller 
Sixth Grade Center: Cindy Cantwell 
Seventh Grade Center: Patty Scheer 
Eighth Grade Center: Jan McKethan 

Intermediate High: Cindy Brown 
Alternative Education: Tiffany Holden 

High School: Brad Burnham, Christi 
Johnson & Christine Ford 

Transportation: Gary Greenhill 
Human Resources: Robbie Lee 

Community Education: Terry Konkler 
Operations: Betty Dean 

Child Nutrition: Terry Wright 
Fine Arts: Phyllis Whisman 

Athletics: Rhonda Duke 

Band Parents: 
Neil Swanson & Rick Barnard 

Varsity Cheer: 
Barb Olson 

Wrestling Cheer: 
Kathy Yates 
JV Cheer: 

Stephanie Johnson 
9th Grade Cheer: 

Carolyn Gates 
8th Grade Cheer: 

Ronda Tolliver 
Highsteppers: 
Kathy Atwood 

Shining Stars (JV): 
Sarah Gulleckson 
Union Elite (8th): 
Lorraine Kaefer 
Varsity Porn: 
Kathy Petron 

JVPom: 
Donna Kline & Nancy Chandler 

9th Grade Porn: 
Sylvia Williams 
8th Grade Porn: 

Tammie Waggy & Julie Karpio 
Graduation Celebration: 

Nona Nordstog & Tammie Waggy 
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Principal to the Rescue 

Assistant Principal 
Helen Elliott didn't 
stop to think about 
it, she just charged 
in and saved the 
life of a seventh 
grade student. 

dislodged the 
piece from his 
throat. 

"I was eating a waf
fle cone," explained 
13-year-old Tyler 
McCarley, "and I 
got a piece stuck in 
my throat and I 
just started chok
ing." He remem

Helen Elliott and Tyler McCarley have become good 
friends after she saved him from choking by using 
the Heimlich Maneuver to dislodge a piece of food 
that had caught in his throat. 

Tyler seemed a 
little embar
rassed by the sit
uation, but Elliott 
made him feel 
better when she 
related a story 
about how she 
was choking on 
food one time 
and someone had 
to help her. Now 

bers his friends were scared and asking 
for help, calling out to Assistant 
Principal Norma Rodriguez when Elliott 
saw Tyler surrounded by students and 
rushed over. Elliott placed her arms 
around him and administered the 
Heimlich Maneuver, which eventually 

they are quite chummy, and Tyler said 
he appreciates the principals much 
more and the way they watch over the 
students. "I'm glad she saved my life," 
he said. "He's a good kid," Elliott said. 
"This can happen to anybody; I'm just 
glad I could help." 

Union Students Come Together for Unity Week 

The Union Eighth Grade Center celebrat
ed Unity Week with ethnic clothing, 
class studies, art projects and an assem
bly. Unity Week is an annual tradition 
which is part of the Character Counts 
program at the Eighth Grade Center. 
During Unity Week, students from 
diverse backgrounds learn from each 
other and forge a school community. 

Principal Charlie Bushyhead said it is 

Ethnic Dress Up Day - Union eighth grade stu
dents dressed in ethnic apparel reflecting their 
cultural heritage for Unity Week. Several stu
dents had exotic clothing while some wore T
shirts which bore Native American images or 
slogans. Pictured here, back to front, are 
Yousuf Ageil, Matthew Islam, Shahab Shahid, 
Gracie Ibemere, jennifer Mohr and T.]. Carson. 

also a great way for the school to come 
together at the beginning of a year, and 
it helps the students get to know and 
appreciate each other. 

As the week began, students read The 
Quail King and the Hunter and The Bull 
Called Delightful and made banners 
reflecting the theme "Respect Above 
All." The banners were displayed in the 
assembly on Friday, October 3. Students 
also "created" a Unity person in English 
class, and government classes made 
flags reflecting students' heritage. In 
math, students worked on a problem 
that developed into an answer relating to 
Unity, while students in Teen Living 
made a paper quilt which was displayed 
in the commons area. Other activities 
included Ethnic Dress Up Day, American 
Pride Day and Spirit Day. 

The D·FY program welcomed 662 new seventh 
graders this school year. 

D-FY Experiences 
Record Numbers 

When it comes to records, Union knows 
how to break them. Case in point: the 
Drug-Free Youth (D-FY) organization. A 
record 662 seventh graders joined D-FY, 
pledging not to use drugs, alcohol or 
tobacco or to engage in violence. 

Student Assistance Program Coordinator 
Danny Williams said, "This is the largest 
number of seventh graders to ever sign 
up for the program. Last year, 580 sev
enth grade students made the commit
ment to be members." 

Seventh graders signed up after more 
than 170 D-FY students from the 9-12 
grades invaded the 6th/ 7th Grade 
Center to hobnob with the seventh and 
sixth graders, play games and talk about 
the D-FY program which rewards mem
bers with business coupons for dis
counts. Students cannot join D-FY until 
they are in seventh grade. 

Union seniors (left 
to right) Zeinab 
Roz, Mushira 
Farooq and Hana 
Nabilsi visit with 
fifth graders at a 
recent pizza party 
at Andersen Ele
mentary. The sen· 
iors are memo'en 
of Drug-Free 
Youth (D-FY), a 
student organiza
tion which 
rewards students 
who choose to 
stay away from 
drugs, alcohol, 
tobacco and vio
lence. 
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Crime Scene Investigation Comes to Boevers 

OSBI criminalist and Union graduate 
Darbi Rierson and fellow criminalist 
William Mahoney spoke to Boevers stu
dents about the crime scene investiga
tion work they do and the way finger
prints work. 

OSBI criminalist and Union graduate Darbi 
Rierson fingerprints Kirstie Waugh at Boevers 
during a presentation on how fingerprints work 
as identification. 

The pair explained that human finger
prmts are formed before birth. A child's 
movements in the womb form the 
ridges that later in life distinguish one 

person from another. The criminalists 
brought some of the tools they use on 
the job, including filter masks, cameras 
and decontamination suits and boots. 

They also showed the students how to 
find fingerprints and store them. The 
children were asked to handle cups, pop 
cans and metal plates. Then they were 
given black dusting powder with a 
brush. Once the children brushed the 
dust on the handled items, they were 
astonished to see their prints revealed 
almost instantly. The criminalists 
showed the students how to use tape to 
catch the print and to store it on a white 
card. They also explained some of the 
advanced methods they use in their 
work to find prints at a crime scene. 

Jarman primary student 
Hayden Hedrick poses by a 
model of the Union 
Multipurpose Activity Center 
that he created for a project in 
class. His model features the 
new building, stadium and 
scoreboard with Union beating 
Jenks by a score of 30 to 0. He 
was surprised when he learned 
the Redskins won the game 37 
to 0. "I worked on it for three 
or four days," Hedrick said. "I 
just really liked it (the UMAC), 
and I thought it would be cool 
to build it." His teacher, Wanda 
Gatlin, asked her students to 
build model buildings in a class 
project about the community. 
Principal Patti Pitcock was so 
taken with the project she has 
borrowed Hedrick's creation to 
show at meetings and other 
functions. 

Two other grade-level win
ners in the same 
were Justice Ross and 
Ch~ya,nne Williams. 
Ismah s win was unique 
because he won for the 
who_le school. His bug was 
a b1g, green, gnarly June 
Bug. 

The contest was sponsored 
by teacher Jeanne 
t:foorhead, who held a sim
Ilar contest at Andersen 
Elementary. 

A representative from the American Lung 
Association reviews a tube from Clark student 
Ernesto Rangel during a lung screening. 

The American Lung Association screened stu
dents for asthma at Roy Clark Elementary 
School. 

As the sun sets s d 
McAuliffe Eleme~ta econ and third grade 
players prepare fo( rtech::~ flag football 
coached by parents St L . p. They are 
Servais. an ledel and David 

, 
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Cherokee Chief tells Native American Stories 
to Union Fifth Graders at Peters 

The stories in our history are 
actually lessons for our future, 
Cherokee Chief Chad Smith 
told fifth graders at Peters 
Elementary during a recent 
visit. 

Smith was invited to the school 
to share "origin stories" or 
folklore with the students, who 
are studying about Native 
Americans, their heritage and 
their history. After telling the 
students a story about the ori
gin of disease, he answered 
questions from students and 
teachers. Cherokee Principal Chief Chad Smith spoke to students at 

Peters about Native American heritage and history. 

Grove kindergarten students line up for a 
patriotic parade for their parents, waiting for 
them in the gym. Each year, all the kinder

students form a parade to entertain 
the parents as different songs play in the 
background. 

Smith, who is chief of the sec-
ond largest Indian tribe in the United 
States, was recently re-elected to a sec
ond four -year term. A resident of 
Tahlequah, Smith visited with the stu
dents just days before he was to meet 

Cedar Ridge Principal Gets Her just Desserts 

First came the cold ice cream, a little 
whipped topping, squirts of chocolate 
syrup, all of which was topped off by a 
cherry. And voila! PrinCipal EJ.).en Crager 
was a human sundae. 

Celebrating their goal of $43,000 in 
magazine sales for their PTA QSP 
Reader's Digest fund raiser, students at 
Cedar Ridge Elementary gathered out-

side their school as the top sellers. 
turned . their beloved principal into a 
sticky, gooey m€ss. 

What's even more important, according 
to enrichment specialist Cherry Redus, 
is that the school gets to keep half of 
those funds for PTA projects. 

Celebrating that fact, students lined up 
for their own sundaes, marched outside 

to the basketball court and 
watched in anticipation as 
Crager donned a shower cap 
for her head, climbed into a 
small, plastic swimming po?l 
and waited to be covered m 
sweet globs. 

. . ci al Ellen Crager reacts 
Ooooh that's cold! - Cedar :'dg~ pn:e/ forehead by Preston 
to cold ice cream Iabbe on ,f r of magazine subscriptions 
johnson. johnson was the to~ sed:r's Digest fund raiser. The 
for the school's PTA QSP ea$43 000 raised by the students. 
school gets to keep half of ~held ~arches from behind. 
Another top seller, Tegan ou ' 

As a reward for being the top 
sellers a small group of stu
dents 'were the lucky partici
pants who got to adorn their 
principal as parents and class
mates watched. Those stu
dents included first place 
Preston johnson, second 
grade: second place Morghan 
Cyr kindergarten; and ned 
for 'third, Tegan Gould a~d 
Dylan Davidson, both third 
graders. 

'· 

President George Bush at a dinner in 
Washington, D.C. 

Later, students questioned Smith about 
everything from what he eats to his 
duties as chief, and then he signed auto
graphs and met with staff. 

Darnaby third grader Rachel Holmes 

her stuff drring an~': ~:::,f ~~r[~~:r~~=~ 
She recent Y w~m fi ure skating and was 
Games of Amenca for g I"(" d from the 
only one of eight girlFs _who q~~;d~g Club to 
Greater Oklahoma lgure 
attend the games. 
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were Justice Ross and 
Ch~ya,nne Williams. 
Ismah s win was unique 
because he won for the 
who_le school. His bug was 
a b1g, green, gnarly June 
Bug. 

The contest was sponsored 
by teacher Jeanne 
t:foorhead, who held a sim
Ilar contest at Andersen 
Elementary. 

A representative from the American Lung 
Association reviews a tube from Clark student 
Ernesto Rangel during a lung screening. 

The American Lung Association screened stu
dents for asthma at Roy Clark Elementary 
School. 

As the sun sets s d 
McAuliffe Eleme~ta econ and third grade 
players prepare fo( rtech::~ flag football 
coached by parents St L . p. They are 
Servais. an ledel and David 

, 
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Cherokee Chief tells Native American Stories 
to Union Fifth Graders at Peters 

The stories in our history are 
actually lessons for our future, 
Cherokee Chief Chad Smith 
told fifth graders at Peters 
Elementary during a recent 
visit. 

Smith was invited to the school 
to share "origin stories" or 
folklore with the students, who 
are studying about Native 
Americans, their heritage and 
their history. After telling the 
students a story about the ori
gin of disease, he answered 
questions from students and 
teachers. Cherokee Principal Chief Chad Smith spoke to students at 

Peters about Native American heritage and history. 

Grove kindergarten students line up for a 
patriotic parade for their parents, waiting for 
them in the gym. Each year, all the kinder

students form a parade to entertain 
the parents as different songs play in the 
background. 

Smith, who is chief of the sec-
ond largest Indian tribe in the United 
States, was recently re-elected to a sec
ond four -year term. A resident of 
Tahlequah, Smith visited with the stu
dents just days before he was to meet 

Cedar Ridge Principal Gets Her just Desserts 

First came the cold ice cream, a little 
whipped topping, squirts of chocolate 
syrup, all of which was topped off by a 
cherry. And voila! PrinCipal EJ.).en Crager 
was a human sundae. 

Celebrating their goal of $43,000 in 
magazine sales for their PTA QSP 
Reader's Digest fund raiser, students at 
Cedar Ridge Elementary gathered out-

side their school as the top sellers. 
turned . their beloved principal into a 
sticky, gooey m€ss. 

What's even more important, according 
to enrichment specialist Cherry Redus, 
is that the school gets to keep half of 
those funds for PTA projects. 

Celebrating that fact, students lined up 
for their own sundaes, marched outside 

to the basketball court and 
watched in anticipation as 
Crager donned a shower cap 
for her head, climbed into a 
small, plastic swimming po?l 
and waited to be covered m 
sweet globs. 

. . ci al Ellen Crager reacts 
Ooooh that's cold! - Cedar :'dg~ pn:e/ forehead by Preston 
to cold ice cream Iabbe on ,f r of magazine subscriptions 
johnson. johnson was the to~ sed:r's Digest fund raiser. The 
for the school's PTA QSP ea$43 000 raised by the students. 
school gets to keep half of ~held ~arches from behind. 
Another top seller, Tegan ou ' 

As a reward for being the top 
sellers a small group of stu
dents 'were the lucky partici
pants who got to adorn their 
principal as parents and class
mates watched. Those stu
dents included first place 
Preston johnson, second 
grade: second place Morghan 
Cyr kindergarten; and ned 
for 'third, Tegan Gould a~d 
Dylan Davidson, both third 
graders. 

'· 

President George Bush at a dinner in 
Washington, D.C. 

Later, students questioned Smith about 
everything from what he eats to his 
duties as chief, and then he signed auto
graphs and met with staff. 

Darnaby third grader Rachel Holmes 

her stuff drring an~': ~:::,f ~~r[~~:r~~=~ 
She recent Y w~m fi ure skating and was 
Games of Amenca for g I"(" d from the 
only one of eight girlFs _who q~~;d~g Club to 
Greater Oklahoma lgure 
attend the games. 
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A Message from the Superintendent 

The Union Multipurpose Activity Center is finally complete! Please accept this 
invitation to the grand opening and dedication of this marvelous facility on 
November 24 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Bring the entire family and all of your friends 
to enjoy the talents of our fine arts students and tour the building from top to bot-

tom. ~ 

Union patrons have supported the development of this facili 'th o b na ·ssue 
votes, marveled at the size through the construction. mal e, and ' ow c h lebrate 
one of the most unique public school fac· 'l'i s ini he cbtrntr.y. On No~emVe"f) 24, 
you can see the huge John Q. Hammo s ena, the lieautiful Red Zone<om over
looking the stadium, the state-of-ijhe-art SCiluthCres elln ss Ce~, the enlarged 
UWear Store, and basketball and fbottlall ock'er OOJ.1!lS"'trfat are superior to many 
Division One universities. Th~ b~g is ea y to host conferences, athletic and 
fine arts events as well as the p~stlident team practices. 

On opening night students will be displaying their works of art, musical talents and 
performance skills as we welcome guests and our special benefactor, John Q. 
Hammons, to the dedication. Thanks to Mr. Hammons' generous contribution to 
the Union Schools Education Foundation, the arena has been named in his honor. 
Additional areas of the building can be named for other donors who contribute to 
the Foundation's Endowment Campaign. Even seats in the arena can be named, 
leaving a lasting legacy to Union. 

Come celebrate the grand opening of the UMAC on November 24. This building 
belongs to our Union community, staff and students, and I know that you will be 
amazed to see how wonderful it is. I hope to see you then. 

Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

New Board Member Appointed for Zone #1 

During a special meeting on October 20, 
members of the Union Board of 
Education unanimously approved the 
appointment of Beverly Laubach to fill 
the Board vacancy in Zone #1 following 
the resignation of long-time member Phil 
Barr. 

Ms. Laubach is the mother of four Union 
students - a son in second grade at 
McAuliffe Elementary, a sixth grade 
daughter, an eighth grade son and a 
daughter who is a senior at Union High 
School. A Union district resident for 22 
years, she has been an active PTA volun-

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and January by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas
Bethel! is Communications Director/Editor. 

\The Communicator staff includes Janie 
Froman, Beverly Thummel and Mike Vore. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POST· 
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or call 459-3305. 

teer since 
her older 
daughter 
started 
school at 
McAuliffe. 
She has 
served as a 
PTA officer 
during much 
of that time 
and is cur
rently PTA 
president at 

Beverly Laubach McAuliffe , 
High School PTSA treasurer, a board 
member of the 6th/7th Grade Center 
and 8th Grade Center PTAs and is serv
ing her second term as treasurer of the 
district PTA Council. She has also been 
actively involved in the Union Schools 
Education Foundation and has served as 
a Trustee for seven years, five as an offi
cer. 

Ms. Laubach attended Will Rogers High 
School in Tulsa. Her post-secondary 
education is in accounting, and she 
worked in that field before choosing to 
be a full-time, stay-at-home mother. 

Communication 
Representatives Named 

Communication representatives for the 
2003-2004 school year have been select
ed. At least one representative has been 
selected for each school or department 
to help coordinate news information 
services in the district. This year's com
munications representatives are: 

Andersen Elementary: Lowell Ratzlaff 
Boevers Elementary: Judy Ide 

Briarglen Elementary: Kim Whiteley 
Cedar Ridge Elementary: Cherry Redus 

Clark Elementary: Justin Porter & 
Teresa McGuire 

Darnaby Elementary: Ted Auwen 
Grove Elementary: Terry Jones 

Jarman Elementary: Nancy Sacra 
McAuliffe Elementary: 

Paula Biesemeyer & Gina Ward 
Moore Elementary: Linda Taylor 

Peters Elementary: Leigh Ann Keller 
Sixth Grade Center: Cindy Cantwell 
Seventh Grade Center: Patty Scheer 
Eighth Grade Center: Jan McKethan 

Intermediate High: Cindy Brown 
Alternative Education: Tiffany Holden 

High School: Brad Burnham, Christi 
Johnson & Christine Ford 

Transportation: Gary Greenhill 
Human Resources: Robbie Lee 

Community Education: Terry Konkler 
Operations: Betty Dean 

Child Nutrition: Terry Wright 
Fine Arts: Phyllis Whisman 

Athletics: Rhonda Duke 

Band Parents: 
Neil Swanson & Rick Barnard 

Varsity Cheer: 
Barb Olson 

Wrestling Cheer: 
Kathy Yates 
JV Cheer: 

Stephanie Johnson 
9th Grade Cheer: 

Carolyn Gates 
8th Grade Cheer: 

Ronda Tolliver 
Highsteppers: 
Kathy Atwood 

Shining Stars (JV): 
Sarah Gulleckson 
Union Elite (8th): 
Lorraine Kaefer 
Varsity Porn: 
Kathy Petron 

JVPom: 
Donna Kline & Nancy Chandler 

9th Grade Porn: 
Sylvia Williams 
8th Grade Porn: 

Tammie Waggy & Julie Karpio 
Graduation Celebration: 

Nona Nordstog & Tammie Waggy 
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Principal to the Rescue 

Assistant Principal 
Helen Elliott didn't 
stop to think about 
it, she just charged 
in and saved the 
life of a seventh 
grade student. 

dislodged the 
piece from his 
throat. 

"I was eating a waf
fle cone," explained 
13-year-old Tyler 
McCarley, "and I 
got a piece stuck in 
my throat and I 
just started chok
ing." He remem

Helen Elliott and Tyler McCarley have become good 
friends after she saved him from choking by using 
the Heimlich Maneuver to dislodge a piece of food 
that had caught in his throat. 

Tyler seemed a 
little embar
rassed by the sit
uation, but Elliott 
made him feel 
better when she 
related a story 
about how she 
was choking on 
food one time 
and someone had 
to help her. Now 

bers his friends were scared and asking 
for help, calling out to Assistant 
Principal Norma Rodriguez when Elliott 
saw Tyler surrounded by students and 
rushed over. Elliott placed her arms 
around him and administered the 
Heimlich Maneuver, which eventually 

they are quite chummy, and Tyler said 
he appreciates the principals much 
more and the way they watch over the 
students. "I'm glad she saved my life," 
he said. "He's a good kid," Elliott said. 
"This can happen to anybody; I'm just 
glad I could help." 

Union Students Come Together for Unity Week 

The Union Eighth Grade Center celebrat
ed Unity Week with ethnic clothing, 
class studies, art projects and an assem
bly. Unity Week is an annual tradition 
which is part of the Character Counts 
program at the Eighth Grade Center. 
During Unity Week, students from 
diverse backgrounds learn from each 
other and forge a school community. 

Principal Charlie Bushyhead said it is 

Ethnic Dress Up Day - Union eighth grade stu
dents dressed in ethnic apparel reflecting their 
cultural heritage for Unity Week. Several stu
dents had exotic clothing while some wore T
shirts which bore Native American images or 
slogans. Pictured here, back to front, are 
Yousuf Ageil, Matthew Islam, Shahab Shahid, 
Gracie Ibemere, jennifer Mohr and T.]. Carson. 

also a great way for the school to come 
together at the beginning of a year, and 
it helps the students get to know and 
appreciate each other. 

As the week began, students read The 
Quail King and the Hunter and The Bull 
Called Delightful and made banners 
reflecting the theme "Respect Above 
All." The banners were displayed in the 
assembly on Friday, October 3. Students 
also "created" a Unity person in English 
class, and government classes made 
flags reflecting students' heritage. In 
math, students worked on a problem 
that developed into an answer relating to 
Unity, while students in Teen Living 
made a paper quilt which was displayed 
in the commons area. Other activities 
included Ethnic Dress Up Day, American 
Pride Day and Spirit Day. 

The D·FY program welcomed 662 new seventh 
graders this school year. 

D-FY Experiences 
Record Numbers 

When it comes to records, Union knows 
how to break them. Case in point: the 
Drug-Free Youth (D-FY) organization. A 
record 662 seventh graders joined D-FY, 
pledging not to use drugs, alcohol or 
tobacco or to engage in violence. 

Student Assistance Program Coordinator 
Danny Williams said, "This is the largest 
number of seventh graders to ever sign 
up for the program. Last year, 580 sev
enth grade students made the commit
ment to be members." 

Seventh graders signed up after more 
than 170 D-FY students from the 9-12 
grades invaded the 6th/ 7th Grade 
Center to hobnob with the seventh and 
sixth graders, play games and talk about 
the D-FY program which rewards mem
bers with business coupons for dis
counts. Students cannot join D-FY until 
they are in seventh grade. 

Union seniors (left 
to right) Zeinab 
Roz, Mushira 
Farooq and Hana 
Nabilsi visit with 
fifth graders at a 
recent pizza party 
at Andersen Ele
mentary. The sen· 
iors are memo'en 
of Drug-Free 
Youth (D-FY), a 
student organiza
tion which 
rewards students 
who choose to 
stay away from 
drugs, alcohol, 
tobacco and vio
lence. 
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Pigs & Pennies Help United Way Drive for 2003 
Union Public Schools raised more than 
$102,350 for the Tulsa Area United 
Way Campaign through payroll deduc
tions and donations from staff, stu
dents and the community. 

"I am so pleased with this year's United 
Way effort," said Cathy Collins, chair
woman for Union's United Way cam
paign, explaining that despite the lean 

ters and visiting with resi
dents in need. 

Students and teachers 
throughout the district came 
up with creative ways to 
raise money for the United 
Way from coin collections to 
crazy games to special jeans 
contests. Teachers at Clark 
reached into their own pock
ets and donated to the cause 
to help their school reach its 
goal, while students at 

When it comes to raising money for the United Way, it Darnaby went crazy during 
can be war- a penny war- at Cedar Ridge Elementary. penny wars . Several employ
In a war of boys versus the girls, students vied to col- ees throughout the district 
leer the most coins. Pictured here are kindergarten stu-
dents: Oeft to right) Mackenzie Beliera, jennifer Kontje, were named Key Club 
Rachel Gunther, Cameron Plunkett, Mason Naifeh and donors, donating more than 
Ben McNulty. They are all students in Kimberly $500 each to the United Way. 
Beliera's class. 

economic times, Union's family 
continued to reach into its pock
ets to support the Tulsa commu
nity. 

Briarglen principal Courtney Elias holds Festus, a 9-month
old Potbellied pig, as receptionist Nancy Minter plants a kiss 
on his flat, wet nose in front of squealing, screaming stu
dents during a Character Counts assembly at Briarglen 
Elementary. In a penny-raising campaign to benefit the 
United Way, students selected Minter to kiss the pig, raising 
well over $250 in change. 

Employees from around the dis
trict volunteered their services 
during the annual United Way 
Day of Caring, doing such things 
as cleaning air-conditioning fil-

Superintendent Dr. Cathy 
Burden thanked everyone for their 
efforts, explaining the activities were 
not only a great way to contribute to a 
worthy cause, but also a fun way for the 
communities to come together in a 
show of unity at the beginning of the 
school year. 

c.!_____~. 

first Native American astronaut in space -
signs an autograph for Dalton Woods during 
Herrington's visit at Native American Family 
Night at the Union 8th Grade Center. He also 
signed an autograph for McAuliffe Pre-K stu· 
dent Channing Baumann, immediately behind 
Dalton, while their mother, janell Woods, 
watched. Herrington spoke about his experi
ences as a Native American, studying and his 
experiences in the military and aviation that 
led to his trip in outer space. 

Proficiency-Based Promotion 
Testing Dates Announced for 

2003-2004 School Year 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) pro
vides the opportunity for students to 
move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course and/ or 
grade level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student 
Skills (PASS) objectives. 

Proficiency-Based Promotion is intended 
to serve those students enrolled in 
Union Public Schools whose needs can
not be met by following the traditional 
timetable and sequence, but who 
require promotion beyond current 
placement. 

During each school year, Union students 
have two opportunities to participate in 
the process. Testing will occur at each 
school during the month of April. Please 
contact your child's counselor to 
request an application and to learn 
when testing will be administered at 
that site. The second opportunity for 
testing will be during the summer in 
July. The schedule for summer testing 
will be published before the school year 
concludes. 

Comtil Celeli~ 
\) ooWit'b Us! 

Y mi are cordially invited ·G s)llec
tac~ar dedication for the new Union 

oMuH pose Activity .:JCent~r 
UMA:G)~ Monday, November 24, 
7:00-9i00 .m., at ~3 S. I'1}ngo 
Road. ·The ceremony. will · iclude 

I f - · V 
out talrtling stud t 0 chor~, band, 
o~cti stra and d~ce ~aerfon" ces; a 

' to_uclililg patl'iotic video; ailjl com-
men ~ from area mayors, benefactor 
John Q. Hammons and Union 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden. 

Plan to be there! 

You won't want to miss it! 

On the Cover 
Representing the thousands of students 
who will benefit from the UMAC's activities 
for years to come are, left to right, senior 
Matt Currie, senior Brianna Gamble, sev
enth grader Daniel Hulsey, Moore second 
grader Hailey Cargile, Moore third grader 
Joseph Mobley, seventh grader Ryan 
Goodwin and senior Clent Stewart. 
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Super Saturdays Scheduled for ACT /SAT Reviews 

Union Intermediate High School has 
;cheduled two "Super Saturdays," all
Clay intensive college preparatory test 
classes, for the remainder of this school 
year. 

The classes offer students a chance to 
review for important college entrance 
exams. The next "Super Saturday" is 
scheduled for January 17, 2004, when 
students will review the ACT. Another 
"Super Saturday" has been scheduled 
for February 2004, and will include a 
review of the SAT. Enrollment is open to 

all area high schools, including Broken 
Arrow, Jenks and Tulsa. 

The enrollment fee is $15 per student. 
Scholarships are available for both the 
"Super Saturdays ." Fees for Native 
American students will be funded by the 
Title IX Education grant. 

Union's National Merit 
Semifinalists for 2003-
2004 are: (pictured left 
to right) Katie Warden, 
Celia Beck, Daniel 
O'Dowd, Angela Liniger, 
jordan Rader, Heather 
Stiverson, Miriam Blank
enship, Andrew Morris, 
Stephen Elkind, Allison 
Grindle, Rachel Williams 
& (not pictured) Heather 
Urquhart. Eight stu
dents were named 
National Merit Com
mended Seniors. They 
are: Travis Biddick, 
Moriah Birnbaum, Lynd
sey Hogg, Ryan Huey, 
Katherine Keeling, 
Megan Miller, Brittany 
Overstreet & Nikita 
Shah. 

To register, contact Kathy Dodd at the 
Union Education Service Center at 459-
6117. 

Class fees may be sent: Attn: Kathy 
Dodd, Union ESC, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK, 74134. Make checks payable 
to Union Public Schools. 

Union Web Site Chosen for Award 
Union Public Schools' web site has been 
awarded a 2003-2004 Golden Web 
Award. This honor is bestowed by the 
International Association of. 
Webmasters and Designers. Its sponsors 
and affiliates include some of the 
worlds largest and most respected com
panies, including GE, Microsoft and 

Ice Routes Announced 

Public Schools 
:-artment is responsi-

"Ice routes" are used when weather is 
such that buses should not attempt to 
travel hilly areas. The ice routes affect 
the area between Yale and Sheridan 
from 76th to 91st Streets South. 

Students living in this area should have 
received ice route maps for their respec
tive buses and may use whatever stop is 
most convenient for them under these 
bad weather conditions. Stop times will 
~ e as close as possible to the posted 
dme; however, delays are to be expect
ed. 

When ice routes are to be used or school 
is cancelled, the information will be 

released to all television and radio sta
tions. Parents may also call the Union 
Public Schools Weatherline at 459-3365 
or check the district's web site at 
www.unionps.org for school closings 
and specific bus stops. 

AOL. The council of voters that deter
mines this recognition is made up of 
more than 130 professionals across the 
globe. 

The webmaster for Union Public Schools 
is Mike Yore. 

Union students work 
together to build 
bridges using paper 
products, observing 
how construction 
mirrors relation
ships in real life. 
Pictured are (left to 
right) Ashley Medlin, 
Zac Diamond, Raul 
Loera, and Nakeyia 
Smith. The project, 
under the direction 
of art therapist Andi 
Berry, helped the 
students learn about 
themselves and each 
other through team
building. 



Page 8 
__________________________________________________________________ Novernber-Decernber2003 

Accommodating & Viewing Student Performances Just Got Better 
If the football season 
home opener against 
Broken Arrow High 
School is any indica
tion, Union Tuttle 
Stadium's new artificial 
turf is just about the 
best and most cost
effective playing field 
around. During the BA 
game, there were per
formances by Union's 
energetic and award
winning cheerleaders, 
porn squad, drill team, 
band, color guard, ele
mentary and secondary 

h I h At halftime of the Union vs. Broken Arrow football game in September, the major partners who 
sc 00 c oirs, Air Force made contributions for the purchase of Union's Daktronics Scoreboard video display- the U-View 
Junior ROTC, and its · were honored. Pictured {rom left to right are: Kelly Ferguson, on-premise sales representative 
championship football for Great Plains Coca-Cola Bottling Company; Gene Beck, regional director for Daktronics Sports 
team. Athletic director Marketing; Dr. Cathy Burden, Union Superintendent; Gwen Teselle, chief financial officer of 

SouthCrest Hospital; Anthony Young, president and CEO of SouthCrest Hospital and Dr. Keith 
and head football coach Stanley, Union team doctor and co·owner of Spine and Sports Specialists. These companies also 
Bill Blankenship esti- helped purchase a new four-sided scoreboard and video display for the Union Multipurpose 

build the center. 

Hospital and Spine 
and Sport, 
Specialists. 

The district's newest 
building, the Union 
Multipurpose 
Activity Center 
(UMAC), caps the 
improvements in 
and around the sta
dium. Not only will 
it accommodate 
thousands of stu
dents and the com
munity for years to 
come, the UMAC 
also symbolizes the 
generosity of for
ward-thinking dis
trict patrons who 
o verw helmingl y 
passed two consecu
tive bond issues to mates that at any given Activity Center. 

time during home games and major 
half-time performances, there are more 
than a thousand students on and off the 
field, which is designed to take high 
traffic with low maintenance for years. 

There to highlight their performances is 
the new "U-View" video score board, 
paid for through contributions from 
major advertisers--Great Plains Coca
Cola Bottling Company, SouthCrest 

For more information about the UMAC 
and its November 24 dedication (see 
Page 2), visit www.unionps.org. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Members of 
the Union Tee
pee Crew led 
the Redskin 
football team 
onto the field 
before the 
game with 
Broken Ar-
row. The sea
son's home 
opener was 
the first regu
lar season 
game to be 
played on the 
new artifical 
turf that was 
installed right 
before the 
season start
ed. 

Union won the 
football game 
with a final 
score of 21-
14. 

Union sophomore Kyle Crafts, offensive line· 
man, practices before the big game between 
Union and Broken Arrow. 


