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Union Shows What It Means To Be Champs 

Coming on the 
heels of eighth 
grade science 
teacher james 
Kerr being 
named the 
Oklahoma 
State Teacher 
of the Year -
the first Union 
teacher to win 
that honor -
the Union 
football team 
won its first 
ever 6A state 
championship 
and a national 
spotlight. The 
last time the 
Redskins won 
a state title 
was in 1963 
when the 
football team 

Varsity Porn members are back row (left to right): janie Wooten, Jennie Gilpin, 
Merdith Clark, Chandelle Campbell, Briana Baker, Emily Farris, Audrey 
Harmon, ]ill Cox, Katelynn Sexton & Brianna Gamble; Third Row·Morgan Kelley, 
Brittany Boswell & Janie Harris; Second Row-Sarah Peters, Kristen Bear, Ashlee 
Larson, Brittan Heatly, Brooke Eidson, Whitney Meier, Lizzie Hays & Jenny Huff; 
Front Row-Meaghan Reaves, Katherine Dunnie, Brittani Guy & Megan Schmidt. 

won the state's Class C crown. 

The Renegade Regiment won second in 

the Oklahoma Bandmasters Association, 
continuing its long-standing tradition of 
excellence. The Highsteppers, the Union 

]V Dance members are front row (left to right): Sarah Cantrell, Kara Lovell, 
Chelsea Cagle, Katie Bailey, Lauren Nichols; Second Row: Haley Burnett, 
Amber Buchman, Kerri Bennett, Lisa Lai, jeannie Barnes, April Ecken; Third 
Row: Melody McDaniel, Kristi Barbe, Chelsea Holloway, Kim Henderson, 
Alyson Noble; Founh Row: Paige Lawler, Erin Webb, Kara Bunting, Kayla 
Zachary, BreAnne Vincent, Katy Bates. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Varsity Porn 
Squad and the JV 
Dance Team all 
won state titles, 
and the Union 
8th Grade Cheer
leaders won the 
Large Junior High 
Division during 
the American 
Spirit Champion
ships Christmas 
Classic in Okla
homa City. 

In fact, because 
of the success of 
so many Union 
students, organi
zations and 
teachers, many 
people associate 
Union with suc
cess and a cham
pion spirit. 

Union Student to Compete 
in Junior Olympics 

This Summer 

Union sixth grader Michael Bennett, 11, 
hopes to compete in the Junior 
Olympics in Detroit this July. Bennett, a 
student with Moore's Dance Studio in 
Broken Arrow, re
ceived a first place gold 
medal bid for "Buck 
and Wing" dancing and 
a second place silver 
medal bid for the male 
solo 12-13 age catego
ry. A "Buck and Wing" 
is a traditional blue- Michael Bennett 
grass dance between a boy and a girl. 

Bennett was one of 11 area students to 
compete in national competition in late . 
November when he won the bids. During 
that competition, he took first place for 
the Buck and Wing Junior Division and 
won second place for male solo in his 
age group. He also made the National 
Junior All Star Team, and competed for 
the National All Star Team. 

Bennett hopes to compete in the Junior 
Olympics, followed by four years of 
international competition, and the 
eventually compete in the Olympic 
Summer Games. 

Ice Route Information 

Union's "ice routes" are used when 
buses cannot travel hilly areas between 
Yale and Sheridan from 76th to 91st 
Streets South. Students in this area 
should have received ice route maps for 
their respective buses and may use 
whatever stop is most convenient for 
them under these bad weather condi
tions. Stop times will be as close as pos
sible to the posted time; however, 
delays are to be expected. 

When ice routes are in use or school is 
cancelled, information will be released 
to all TV and radio stations. Parents 
may also call the Union Weatherline, 
459-3365, or check the district web site 
at www.unionps.org. 
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Site Teachers of the Year for 2002-2003 Announced 

Teachers of the Year are recognized for their teaching skills and their outstanding service to the dis
trict Pictured are: (from left to right) standing, judy Kitchen from Grove, Heather Federline from 
Boevers, judy Cairl from Cedar Ridge, Kristy Bailey from Clark, Donna Bates from Moore, Sue Ellen 
Huff from Briarglen, Carol Burgess from Union Intermediate, Molly Linehan from McAuliffe, Leigh 
Ann Keller from Peters, Nicole Miranda from Darnaby, Barbara Smith from Jarman, Bob Buck from 
Union Alternative, and sitting, Sally Randolph from the 6th Grade, Cherie Andersen from the high 
school, Scott Pennington from the 7th Grade, Amanda Howell from the 8th Grade and Cynthia 
Vanderpool from Andersen_ All were scheduled to be honored during a reception February 25, at 
the 6/7 Grade Center where the District Teacher of the Year was to be announced-

'""~'_ ............ '"' .... Kindergarten 

'Round-up' 

in April 

ing Union's preschool program, 
you do not need to re-enroll for 
kindergarten_ 

Round-up hours are 7 a.m. to 4 

~ J~;;~;;;;~;;~~~;;;;;;;;~p.m. at the Enrollment Center. 
~ If you are unable to participate 

Enrollment 2003- in the round-up, you may enroll during 
2004 preschool and summer enrollment, starting May 1. 
kindergarten will begin in Regular enrollment hours are 7 a.m. to 5 
April during Union's 

annual "round-up" at the 
Enrollment Center located in the 
Extended Education building, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave, directly north of the 
Education Service Center. 

Children who are at least four years old 
on or before September 1 will be placed 
in the preschool program on a space
available basis. Children who are at least 
five years old on or before September 1 
will be placed in the kindergarten pro
gram. If your child is currently attend-

On the Cover 
Standing behind the 6A State Championship 
football trophy are: jared Naylor, defensive 
end, Chase McCoy, tight-end, Nathan 
Peterson, defensive end; kneeling, Scott 
Webb, kicker, Coach Bill Blankenship, and 
Blake Smith, defensive tackle. 

p.m. 

Round-up days are: 

April 1 Andersen 
April 2 Boevers and Briarglen 
April 3 McAuliffe 
April 7 Darnaby 
April 8 Grove 
April 11 Clark 
April 9 Jarman 
April 10 Cedar Ridge 
April 16 Moore 
April 17 Peters 

A special evening enrollment session 
will be held Thursday, April 17, from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. For more information, 
call the Education Service Center at 459-
5432 or log on to Union's website at 
www.unionps.org. 

Educators, Legislators 
Discuss Budget Shortfalls 

Immediate financial relief is needed for 
public schools in order to stave off dras
tic cuts in school programs and the loss 
of more jobs, area Tulsa County super
intendents told state leaders concerning 
the state's budget shortfall. 

Long-term solutions for public educa
tion funding must also be sought, and a 
statewide vision for Oklahoma educa
tion should be established, advised 
superintendents, who pledged their 
support to work with state leaders on 
finding solutions. 

Speaking on behalf of the superintend
ents, Union Superintendent Dr- Cathy 
Burden said they have two major con
cerns, first that students always remain 
the number one focus, and, second, that 
the issue of a poor economy and its 
effects on budgets be addressed. 

In the past several months, more than 
417 teaching, support and administra
tive jobs in the Tulsa County area have 
been eliminated. 

Discussed were several possible reme
dies that legislators and superintend 
ents said they might like to see debated 
in the Legislature, including adoption of 
a "sin tax" (on alcohol, tobacco, etc.), a 
lottery, setting aside mandates in a 
financial crisis and ensuring that the 
legislature fund education before 
schools need to commit to staff con
tracts in April. 

Colton Rethke is all grins as he a spe
cial lunch. He is a student in Kayla Cardenas' 
afternoon kindergarten class at Peters 
Elementary. Counting breakfast and lunch, 
our Union child nutrition workers served 
2,016,597 meals in 2002. 
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TV, Intermediate Students Collaborate on Writing Projects 

With their teacher watching from the 
sidelines, Union Intermediate freshmen 
presented their latest creative writing 
projects to graduate students from 
Tulsa University. 

The collab-

chaotic classrooms, and so I was slight
ly surprised to see students eager to 
work on their papers. They listened 
politely, contributed to the dialogue and 
erased any stereotypes I might have had 

about high 
school stu-

o r a t i o n dents." 
between 
high school After reading 
and univer- A m e r i c a n 
sity stu- History by 
d e n t s Judith Ortiz, 
helped the M o o n e y 
y o u n g e r assigned the 
s tude n t s students to 
spur their write about 
imagination where they 
a n d were on 
improve September 
their ere- Tulsa University graduate student Mike Berglund visits with Union 11 or about 
ative writ- students Brooklyn Kearney, Danielle Gilchrist, Callie Ketchum, pic- s 0 m e 0 n e 
i n g tured left to right whom they 
explained English teacher Debbie had met and liked but had been unable 
Mooney. to engage in friendship . 

"I had not been in a high school class
room for more than 30 years," remarked 
Vickie Chance, a TU graduate student. 
"I was surprised by the enthusiasm and 
smarts of these young people. I had 
heard so many horror stories about 

"The Tulsa University students were 
working with them on ways to improve 
their writing by adding details," Mooney 
said, explaining her students enjoyed 
the chance to show their work to a "pro
fessional" for one-on-one responses. 

Boevers Nurse Wins Award for Red Cross Blood Donations 
Sally Reibert, a nurse at Boevers 
Elementary School, was awarded the 
prestigious Clara Barton Award from 
the American Red Cross for her years of 
volunteer service. 

Sally Reibert 

Reibert has collected more than 1,000 
units of blood for the Red Cross, a mile
stone reached earlier this year during an 
annual blood drive. 

For more than 20 years, Reibert has 
been a Red Cross volunteer, a blood 
drive coordinator and a blood donor. 
Twenty years ago, "Nurse Sally" took on 
the task of conducting a blood drive as 

a memorial to a young Boevers student, 
Monique Webb. She coordinated the 
drive with Red Cross consultant, Debbie 
DoRemus. Fifth graders, as part of a 
unit they were studying, recruited par
ents and friends to donate blood. 

"Sally's influence on her students and 
their parents cannot be calculated. And 
just as important, she has shown by her 
example what it is to be a true commu
nity hero," said fellow teacher Judy Ide. 

DeAnn Bonner, vice 
president of the 8th 
Grade Rotary Club, 
and Wren Shelton, 
Student Council treas
urer, serve media spe
cialist Beth Webb dur-
ing the Student 
Council's Faculty 
Appreciation 
Breakfast_ Faculty 
members said they 
enjoyed the breakfast 
and appreciated the 
work and effort stu
dents put into the 
breakfast. Students 
had been preparing 
for the breakfast for 
more than a day. 

Update 
You have probably noticed the 
progress being made on Union's 
Multipurpose Activity Center 
(UMAC) at 7lst and Mingo. 
Construction is on schedule and 
the anticipated opening is fall, 
2003 . 

It is becoming apparent that this 
facility will not only enhance stu
dent activity, but will provide sup
plemental funding for our district 
through outside leasing and 
advertising opportunities. This is 
a definite asset considering the 
state funding decreases facing 
our district. We have already 
made positive contacts and are 
investigating leads on such events 
as concerts, sporting events and 
trade shows. 

There will be opportunities for 
business advertising in the arena 
area as well as on the football 
field. We foresee the UMAC as an 
entertainment venue that will be 
in demand locally and possibly 
nationally. We want to keep our 
Union families informed of the 
progress as well as any future 
entertainment events. 

If you want to receive more infor
mation and e-mail updates of 
upcoming events, please contact 
Benny Dixon, Marketing Director, 
Union Multipurpose Activity 
Center, Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74134-6711 
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A Message from the Superintendent 
Dear Union Patrons, 

No one in Union Public Schools should 
be willing to accept mediocrity. We 
pride ourselves on our excellence as a 
district, and we expect our students to 
maximize their potential in all areas . 
Our quality can be attributed to a strong 
staff, supportive parents and good stu
dents. Passage of annual bond issues 
has added local support to state fund
ing, and we have prioritized our spend-

ing with our students in mind. Union 
has the lowest administrative costs of 
any district in Oklahoma. We are entre
preneurial in forming partnerships and 
renting facilities to bring in extra dol
lars. Basically, we have done our part 
locally and now we must depend on 
state funding to maintain the adequacy 
of our educational opportunities. 

Since the cuts began, our budget has 
been slashed by $4.2 million which has 

required us to leave 50.5 posi
tions vacant as employees 
have left the district. There is 
fear that more cuts would rob 
us of an additional $3 million 
dollars or 60 positions for 
next year. Excellence cannot 
be maintained under such cir
cumstances. 

KTUL-TV news anchor Cindy Morrison served as emcee for 
the Union Schools Education Foundation dinner and auction. 
More than $50,000 was raised during the November 16 event 
held at the Sheraton Tulsa Hotel. The Foundation is launch
ing a million-dollar endowment campaign in March. 

Obviously, a staggering econ
omy is partially to blame. 
However, state leaders must 
be willing to establish priori
ties to ensure our future, and 
that means funding education 
as a top priority. Historically, 
Oklahoma has not kept pace 
with other states. For exam
ple, the Texas legislature allo
cates 61% of its resources to 
education; Nebraska allocates 
71%; and the Oklahoma legis
lature only allocates 53% of its 
resources to education. Our 

Ten Union Teachers Receive National Certification 

Ten Union Public Schools teachers have 
recently been certified by the National 
Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards. 

They are: Union Intermediate band 
instructor Joe Alsobrook, 7th Grade sci
ence teacher Angie Hefley, Union 
Intermediate computer/business tech 
teacher Terry Houck, 8th Grade govern
ment teacher Amanda Howell, Moore 
music teacher Betty Mitchell, Union 
Intermediate U.S. History teacher 
William Polson, Moore physical educa
tion teacher Lori Randall, Andersen 
physical education teacher Lowell 
Ratzlaff, Cedar Ridge enrichment spe
cialist Cherry Redus and Jarman fourth 
" ade teacher Barbara Smith. 

The voluntary national designation 
comes after a year of extensive and rig
orous evaluation. Candidates must 
complete written exercises probing their 

knowledge in specific subjects as well as 
their understanding of how to teach 
those subjects. Student work samples 
and videotapes of daily classroom ses
sions are also required. Along with the 
honor of national certification comes a 
$5,000 per year pay increase funded by 
the State of Oklahoma for the ten-year 
duration of certification. With the addi
tion of these ten, Union now has 17 
Nationally Board Certified teachers. 

Andersen fifth grade teacher Michelle 
Naylor, 8th Grade Center science 
teacher James Kerr and Intermediate 
High chemistry teacher Ken Brooking 
were certified last year. Jarman fifth 
grade teacher Vicki Perritt and Moore 
enrichment specialist Dr. Evelyn 
Roberts earned the distinction in 1998; 
Peters' reading specialist Kimberly 
Owen gained certification in 1999; and 
Briarglen second grade teacher Shelia 
Smith-Coyle joined the ranks in 2000. 

students deserve more if we want them 
to compete as adults in a global econo
my. 

I urge you as parents and citizens to 
challenge our legislators to make deci
sions that are best for our children. We 
cannot maintain our excellence without 
their help, and mediocrity is not accept
able. Below is a list of Union's state rep
resentatives and senators. Please let 
them know how you feel about educa
tion funding. 

Sincerely, 
Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Oklahoma State Senators 
(405) 524-0126 
Charles R. Ford 

email: ragsdale@lsb.state.ok.us 
Scott Pruitt 

email: pruitt@lsb.senate.ok.us 
jerry L. Smith 

email: smith@lsb.state.ok.us 
Oklahoma House of Representatives 

(405) 521-2711 
Dennis Adkins 

email: bpraying@iolok.com 
Chris Hastings 

email: hastingsch@lsb.state.ok.us 
Ron Peterson 

email: petersonro@lsb.state.ok.us 
Hopper Smith 

email: hoppers@webzone.net 
john Wright 

email: wrightjo@lsb.state.ok.us 

"Late Night Catechism" 
to Benefit Union Schools 

Celebrity Attractions is providing 
an entertaining way to support 
Union Public Schools. Proceeds 
from its Tuesday, March 25, open
ing performance of the popular 
comedy, "Late Night Catechism," 
will be donated to the Union 
Schools Education Foundation. 
The show is part of the company's 
Broadway season at the 
Wonderama Theater, 4908 S. 
Sheridan Road. Curtain time is 
7:30P.M. 

General admission tickets are 
available at the Union Education 
Service Center or any Union 
school. It's a great cause! For 
more information, call 459-5432. 
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Seventh Graders Find Little Idle Time 
Keeping busy was 
no problem for sev
enth graders dur
ing the first semes
ter. Between home
work and athletics, 
seventh graders 
still found time for 
their classmates, 
school and commu
nity. 

their unity against 
drugs, seventh and 
sixth graders plant
ed tulips around 
the school which 
they hope will 
bloom this spring. 

A number of stu
dents participated 
in ropes course 
activities at Union 
Intermediate High 
School to develop 
trust, a project 
about the history of 
Egypt and some 
even found time to 
form a new 

During a Day of 
Connection, stu
dents served as 
ambassadors for 
community organi
zations such as the 
Child Abuse 
Network and the 
Society for the 
Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, 
explaining how the 
organizations 

Geography Club 
which hosts its own 
geography bees. 
Activities didn't 
seem to slow down 

Seventh grader Mikayla Overstreet shows no fear 
as she moves across a ropes obstacle high in the 
air at the Union Challenge Adventure Course. As 
part of the training she received, she has learned 
to trust her classmates below who are holding 
onto a safety tether. with the winter 

either as seventh graders joined holiday 
productions, helped with charity drives 
and later participated in a Martin Luther 
King Jr. play. 

worked to 15 different classes. A record 
number of seventh graders joined Drug
Free Youth and later helped make Red 
Ribbon Week a success. In a symbol of 

Alternative Students Hit the Drums 

In what was certainly a hands-on experi
ence, Union Alternative School students 
banged on African and Australian 
drums in a lesson on ethnic and folk 
music. 

Melissa Seiter plays on a drum provided by 
]ames K. Arnold at the Union Alternative 
School. 

However, the lesson went deeper, as 
retired physician James K. Arnold 
explained drumming can increase self
expression, self-esteem, broaden one's 
understanding of cultural diversity and 
develop group cooperation and respect. 

Arnold gave each student a drum and 
placed them in a circle as he showed 
them different musical instruments and 
how to use the drums with their hands. 
Then, with Arnold as leader, the stu
dents learned to play the drums, creat
ing different rhythms of varying sounds 
and tempo. Soon, the class was making 
sweet music together. 

Arnold said he learned to play the 
drums from Babatunde Olatunji, who 
plays for the Grammy-nominated group, 
Drums of Passion. He has been playing 
the drums since 1991. 

Now, Arnold teaches students the value 
of drums through unique and innova
tive residencies involving hands-on 
experiences with drums and how they 
can create a rhythmical experience. He 
also shows them how they can make a 
didgeridoo - a long cylinder-shaped 
instrument one blows into to make 
noise - with inexpensive PVC pipe and 
art supplies. 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion Testing 

Dates Announced for 
2002-2003 School Year 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) 
provides the opportunity for students 
to move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course and/ or 
grade level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student 
Skills (PASS) objectives. Proficiency
Based Promotion is intended to serve 
those students enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be 
met by following the traditional 
timetable and sequence but who 
require promotion beyond current 
placement. 

During each school year, Union stu
dents have two opportunities to par
ticipate in this process. Testing will 
occur at each school during the month 
of April. Please contact your child's 
counselor to request an application 
and to learn when testing will be 
administered at that site. 

The second opportunity will be during 
July of 2003. The schedule will be 
announced before the school year 
concludes. 

High School Students 
Perform Muppet Plays for 

Kindergartners 

Union High School drama students 
recently performed Muppet plays for 
kindergarten students at the UHS Studio 
Theater. High school students adapted 
children's literature into plays, drama 
instructor Laura Kemp said, designing 
and building their own Muppet charac
ters to play the roles. Three productions 
were selected following auditions in 
which the students also created the~r 

own productions. The productions were 
The Little Red Hen, Mr. Toad and his 
Splendid Motorcar and Morris the Moose 
has a Cold. 

"High school students learned not only 
production and design concepts, but 
they also integrated the principals 
behind the Character Counts program," 
Kemp explained. "They are required to 
consider and teach positive values, such 
as responsibility, to their younger coun 
terparts. The kindergarteners experi
enced a theatrical performance, clowns, 
candy, balloons and a 'Sesame Street' 
activity that will color their minds for 
years to come." 



------------------------------ january-February, 2003 Page 4 

II 
Young 'City Slickers' Get Up Close, 

Personal with Lady the Cow 
For some of these 
"young city slick
ers," it was the 
first time they 
had ever seen an 
800 lb. dairy cow 
staring right at 
them, much less 
one being milked. 

Ralph Keel of 
Southwest Dairy 
Farmers brought 
Lady, a Holstein, 
to Grove Elemen
tary School, pro
viding young stu
dents an up
close-and-person
al demonstration 
of a real-life cow 
being milked. 

achs," he explained to 
the students. "You guys 
just have one." 

Many of Grove's classes 
had a chance to visit and 
pet Lady. Pre-K students 
even dressed up as cow
boys and cowgirls for the 
occasion. Keel, who 
planned to visit other 
Union schools , said he 
travels throughout the 
region to talk about 
dairy cows. 

Even the teachers' 
mouths dropped 
when Keel 

Pre-K students watch Ralph Keel milk Lady by 
hand at Grove Elementary School. He also 
showed them how he milks Lady using a 
mechanical device. 

Principal Angela Bauer 
said it was a treat for the 
students to see Lady, 
explaining many of the 
young students have 
never left the Tulsa area 
and do not know what a 
cow looks like other than 
what they see on televi
sion. 

revealed that Lady, who gave birth to a 
calf about a month and a half earlier, 
gives nine gallons of milk a day, five in 
the morning and four in the afternoon. 
Their mouths remained agape when he 
told them that Lady eats 70 lbs. of food 
a day, including 40 lbs. of grass alone. 
"Of course, it helps to have four stom-

Briarglen Hosts 
Transportation Fair 

Getting from one place to another was 
no problem at Briarglen Elementary, 
which sported horses, a race car, ambu
lance, limo and even a helicopter for its 
transportation fair. 

The fair offered Briarglen an opportuni
ty "to bring a field trip to the school" 
and introduce first and second grade 
students to vehicles they might not have 
had a chance to see yet. It was organized 
by teachers Stacey Pierce and Lindsay 
Hodges. 

Members of the Parent Teacher Asso
ciation volunteered to help with the fair. 
Brad and Karen Bouse of Charlie's 
Chicken donated meals for the area vol
unteers who agreed to talk to students 
about their vehicles, and Reasor's 
Grocery Store donated a cake for 
dessert. 

Moore parents, teachers and students were in 
a "purr-feet" mood after seeing "Caribbean 
Celebration," a Calypso-tinged play featuring 
music, dancing and acting. The story centered 
on the friendship between Cat and Rat and 
how they became enemies. Pictured here are 
the third grade stars of the play, (front to 
back) Reagan Collins, (Rat); Hunter Boeken, 
(Cat) Kelsey Hildebrand (Car's Aunt) and 
Drew Greenwood (Car's Uncle). 

LOOK MA! NO SHOE! - Travis Kulka kicks off 
his shoe as he kicks the football during P.E. 
class. Students - boys and girls · at Jarman 
Elementary School, learn the basics of foot
ball such as kicking and throwing. The pro· 
gram introduces them to the sport and the 
skills required to play the game and other 
team-playing activities. 

Renowned Nature 
Photographer Visits 

Cedar Ridge 

Kevin Schafer, a professional natural 
history photographer and writer, whose 
work has appeared in National 
Geographic, Smithsonian, Audubon 
and Natural History, entertained stu
dents at Cedar Ridge. Schafer talked to 
students about his work and photogra
phy as well as the new penguin exhibit 
which opened at the Tulsa Zoo. Shafer's 
visit was courtesy of the Tulsa Zoo. 

Schafer was the 1997 Recipient of the 
Gerald Durrell award for photography 
of Endangered Species in the BG 
Photographer of the Year Competition. 
Schafer was also a finalist in the 2000 
Eisenstaedt Award for Magazine 
Photography. 

Trained as a seabird biologist, he has, 
over the course of his career, traveled to 
all seven continents photographing 
wildlife, conservation and ecotourism 
locations. For the past three years he 
has worked for the World Wildlife Fund, 
documenting endangered ecosystems in 
far-flung parts of the world, including 
Madagascar, Brazil, the Bering Sea and 
the high Andes. -

For more information about the speaker 
or to view some of his photographs, log 
on at www.kevinshafer.com. 

Elle 
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Elementary Reporter Covers Animal Beat 
If fifth grader james Preston has his 
way, daily news programs will add ani
mal reporter alongside the jobs of news 
anchor, sports anchor and weatherman. 

Every day, Preston interviews a school
mate and reports on a different pet dur
ing his news segment, Pet Pals, on the 
Challenger News Network at McAuliffe 
Elementary. 

Darnaby Fifth 
Grade Attends 
'La Boheme' 

Nearly 100 fifth grade 
students from Darnaby 

Elementary School went to the opera. 
The Tulsa Opera Production of "La 
Boheme" that is. 

It was the first time Darnaby students 
have taken a field trip to see an opera, 
music teacher Ted Auwen said. "I 
believe that it is important to teach 
students about all forms of musical 
performance so they will have an 
understanding of the art form, not 
necessarily a liking for it," Au wen said. 
"Many students will not take any 
music classes after leaving elementary 
school." Besides, he added, "I don't 
want my students, when someone 
mentions opera to them, to immedi
ately think of a fat woman in a suit of 
armor wearing a metal hat with horns 
and holding a shield and a spear." 

"It's fun because I get to 
report on different animals 
and I make a new friend 
every day," Preston said. 
During the segments, the 
student body meets some
one new and learns about a 
different pet. 

Each Wednesday, Preston 
offers special reports on 
animals, such as highlight
ing endangered species like 
the Bengal Tiger. During 
the recent election, Preston 
had a segment covering the 
pros and cons of cockfight
ing in Oklahoma. 

"My grandma came up with 
the idea," Preston 
explained, saying she had 
seen a television station do 

Pet Pals reporter ]ames Preston interviews jeffrey Bontrager 
about his pets, a fox terrier, beagle and a black labrador. The 
boys are fifth graders at McA uliffe Elementary School. 

an animal segment in the Kansas City 
area. "I thought that would be fun." 

So, with the help of his mother, Mary 
Waters, Preston passed out forms to 
each class, asking students to list infor
mation about their pets. Occasionally, 
she also helps by suggesting topics for 
his Wednesday segment. In the process, 
Preston has learned a lot about his 
school and animals in general. 

"I learned that it is a myth that if you 
touch a baby bird, its parents won't 
come back," he noted. Preston said he 
gleaned that tidbit of information by 

Andersen stu· 
dents collected 
phonebooks for 
recycling last 
semester. "Th is 
is one of our 
annual projects," 
said fifth grade 
teacher Cindy 
Vanderpoo l , 
explaining the 
project teaches 
students about 
the environment 
and supporting 
their community. 
Pictured with her 
are: (from left to 
right) MacKenzie 
Barnes, jessica 
Rickey, Shawn 
Hohendorf, Seth 
Heaps, Sean 
Smith and 
Kinsey Eastridge. 

researching an incident in which a baby 
bird had fallen out of its nest. 

The segments have proven so popular 
that Preston has secured himself a per
manent job on the news show, which 
features 21 students in three crews 
rotating production duties . 

Micaela Castro, a first grade stude_nt in 
Debbie Lybarger's class, pretends to swmg on 
a tree - the Giving Tree - at Roy Clark 
Elementary. The tree is sponsored by the 
Parent Teacher Association. Parents can 
select items off the tree to buy and ~e/p 
defray expenses for th~ school. Donatwns 
include such things as stickers, shredders and 
tape refills. 



------------------------------ january-February, 2003 Page 4 

II 
Young 'City Slickers' Get Up Close, 

Personal with Lady the Cow 
For some of these 
"young city slick
ers," it was the 
first time they 
had ever seen an 
800 lb. dairy cow 
staring right at 
them, much less 
one being milked. 

Ralph Keel of 
Southwest Dairy 
Farmers brought 
Lady, a Holstein, 
to Grove Elemen
tary School, pro
viding young stu
dents an up
close-and-person
al demonstration 
of a real-life cow 
being milked. 

achs," he explained to 
the students. "You guys 
just have one." 

Many of Grove's classes 
had a chance to visit and 
pet Lady. Pre-K students 
even dressed up as cow
boys and cowgirls for the 
occasion. Keel, who 
planned to visit other 
Union schools , said he 
travels throughout the 
region to talk about 
dairy cows. 

Even the teachers' 
mouths dropped 
when Keel 

Pre-K students watch Ralph Keel milk Lady by 
hand at Grove Elementary School. He also 
showed them how he milks Lady using a 
mechanical device. 

Principal Angela Bauer 
said it was a treat for the 
students to see Lady, 
explaining many of the 
young students have 
never left the Tulsa area 
and do not know what a 
cow looks like other than 
what they see on televi
sion. 

revealed that Lady, who gave birth to a 
calf about a month and a half earlier, 
gives nine gallons of milk a day, five in 
the morning and four in the afternoon. 
Their mouths remained agape when he 
told them that Lady eats 70 lbs. of food 
a day, including 40 lbs. of grass alone. 
"Of course, it helps to have four stom-

Briarglen Hosts 
Transportation Fair 

Getting from one place to another was 
no problem at Briarglen Elementary, 
which sported horses, a race car, ambu
lance, limo and even a helicopter for its 
transportation fair. 

The fair offered Briarglen an opportuni
ty "to bring a field trip to the school" 
and introduce first and second grade 
students to vehicles they might not have 
had a chance to see yet. It was organized 
by teachers Stacey Pierce and Lindsay 
Hodges. 

Members of the Parent Teacher Asso
ciation volunteered to help with the fair. 
Brad and Karen Bouse of Charlie's 
Chicken donated meals for the area vol
unteers who agreed to talk to students 
about their vehicles, and Reasor's 
Grocery Store donated a cake for 
dessert. 

Moore parents, teachers and students were in 
a "purr-feet" mood after seeing "Caribbean 
Celebration," a Calypso-tinged play featuring 
music, dancing and acting. The story centered 
on the friendship between Cat and Rat and 
how they became enemies. Pictured here are 
the third grade stars of the play, (front to 
back) Reagan Collins, (Rat); Hunter Boeken, 
(Cat) Kelsey Hildebrand (Car's Aunt) and 
Drew Greenwood (Car's Uncle). 

LOOK MA! NO SHOE! - Travis Kulka kicks off 
his shoe as he kicks the football during P.E. 
class. Students - boys and girls · at Jarman 
Elementary School, learn the basics of foot
ball such as kicking and throwing. The pro· 
gram introduces them to the sport and the 
skills required to play the game and other 
team-playing activities. 

Renowned Nature 
Photographer Visits 

Cedar Ridge 

Kevin Schafer, a professional natural 
history photographer and writer, whose 
work has appeared in National 
Geographic, Smithsonian, Audubon 
and Natural History, entertained stu
dents at Cedar Ridge. Schafer talked to 
students about his work and photogra
phy as well as the new penguin exhibit 
which opened at the Tulsa Zoo. Shafer's 
visit was courtesy of the Tulsa Zoo. 

Schafer was the 1997 Recipient of the 
Gerald Durrell award for photography 
of Endangered Species in the BG 
Photographer of the Year Competition. 
Schafer was also a finalist in the 2000 
Eisenstaedt Award for Magazine 
Photography. 

Trained as a seabird biologist, he has, 
over the course of his career, traveled to 
all seven continents photographing 
wildlife, conservation and ecotourism 
locations. For the past three years he 
has worked for the World Wildlife Fund, 
documenting endangered ecosystems in 
far-flung parts of the world, including 
Madagascar, Brazil, the Bering Sea and 
the high Andes. -

For more information about the speaker 
or to view some of his photographs, log 
on at www.kevinshafer.com. 

Elle 

january-February, 2003 ----- -------------------------- - Page 5 

ntaries 
II 

Elementary Reporter Covers Animal Beat 
If fifth grader james Preston has his 
way, daily news programs will add ani
mal reporter alongside the jobs of news 
anchor, sports anchor and weatherman. 

Every day, Preston interviews a school
mate and reports on a different pet dur
ing his news segment, Pet Pals, on the 
Challenger News Network at McAuliffe 
Elementary. 

Darnaby Fifth 
Grade Attends 
'La Boheme' 

Nearly 100 fifth grade 
students from Darnaby 

Elementary School went to the opera. 
The Tulsa Opera Production of "La 
Boheme" that is. 

It was the first time Darnaby students 
have taken a field trip to see an opera, 
music teacher Ted Auwen said. "I 
believe that it is important to teach 
students about all forms of musical 
performance so they will have an 
understanding of the art form, not 
necessarily a liking for it," Au wen said. 
"Many students will not take any 
music classes after leaving elementary 
school." Besides, he added, "I don't 
want my students, when someone 
mentions opera to them, to immedi
ately think of a fat woman in a suit of 
armor wearing a metal hat with horns 
and holding a shield and a spear." 

"It's fun because I get to 
report on different animals 
and I make a new friend 
every day," Preston said. 
During the segments, the 
student body meets some
one new and learns about a 
different pet. 

Each Wednesday, Preston 
offers special reports on 
animals, such as highlight
ing endangered species like 
the Bengal Tiger. During 
the recent election, Preston 
had a segment covering the 
pros and cons of cockfight
ing in Oklahoma. 

"My grandma came up with 
the idea," Preston 
explained, saying she had 
seen a television station do 

Pet Pals reporter ]ames Preston interviews jeffrey Bontrager 
about his pets, a fox terrier, beagle and a black labrador. The 
boys are fifth graders at McA uliffe Elementary School. 

an animal segment in the Kansas City 
area. "I thought that would be fun." 

So, with the help of his mother, Mary 
Waters, Preston passed out forms to 
each class, asking students to list infor
mation about their pets. Occasionally, 
she also helps by suggesting topics for 
his Wednesday segment. In the process, 
Preston has learned a lot about his 
school and animals in general. 

"I learned that it is a myth that if you 
touch a baby bird, its parents won't 
come back," he noted. Preston said he 
gleaned that tidbit of information by 

Andersen stu· 
dents collected 
phonebooks for 
recycling last 
semester. "Th is 
is one of our 
annual projects," 
said fifth grade 
teacher Cindy 
Vanderpoo l , 
explaining the 
project teaches 
students about 
the environment 
and supporting 
their community. 
Pictured with her 
are: (from left to 
right) MacKenzie 
Barnes, jessica 
Rickey, Shawn 
Hohendorf, Seth 
Heaps, Sean 
Smith and 
Kinsey Eastridge. 

researching an incident in which a baby 
bird had fallen out of its nest. 

The segments have proven so popular 
that Preston has secured himself a per
manent job on the news show, which 
features 21 students in three crews 
rotating production duties . 

Micaela Castro, a first grade stude_nt in 
Debbie Lybarger's class, pretends to swmg on 
a tree - the Giving Tree - at Roy Clark 
Elementary. The tree is sponsored by the 
Parent Teacher Association. Parents can 
select items off the tree to buy and ~e/p 
defray expenses for th~ school. Donatwns 
include such things as stickers, shredders and 
tape refills. 
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A Message from the Superintendent 
Dear Union Patrons, 

No one in Union Public Schools should 
be willing to accept mediocrity. We 
pride ourselves on our excellence as a 
district, and we expect our students to 
maximize their potential in all areas . 
Our quality can be attributed to a strong 
staff, supportive parents and good stu
dents. Passage of annual bond issues 
has added local support to state fund
ing, and we have prioritized our spend-

ing with our students in mind. Union 
has the lowest administrative costs of 
any district in Oklahoma. We are entre
preneurial in forming partnerships and 
renting facilities to bring in extra dol
lars. Basically, we have done our part 
locally and now we must depend on 
state funding to maintain the adequacy 
of our educational opportunities. 

Since the cuts began, our budget has 
been slashed by $4.2 million which has 

required us to leave 50.5 posi
tions vacant as employees 
have left the district. There is 
fear that more cuts would rob 
us of an additional $3 million 
dollars or 60 positions for 
next year. Excellence cannot 
be maintained under such cir
cumstances. 

KTUL-TV news anchor Cindy Morrison served as emcee for 
the Union Schools Education Foundation dinner and auction. 
More than $50,000 was raised during the November 16 event 
held at the Sheraton Tulsa Hotel. The Foundation is launch
ing a million-dollar endowment campaign in March. 

Obviously, a staggering econ
omy is partially to blame. 
However, state leaders must 
be willing to establish priori
ties to ensure our future, and 
that means funding education 
as a top priority. Historically, 
Oklahoma has not kept pace 
with other states. For exam
ple, the Texas legislature allo
cates 61% of its resources to 
education; Nebraska allocates 
71%; and the Oklahoma legis
lature only allocates 53% of its 
resources to education. Our 

Ten Union Teachers Receive National Certification 

Ten Union Public Schools teachers have 
recently been certified by the National 
Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards. 

They are: Union Intermediate band 
instructor Joe Alsobrook, 7th Grade sci
ence teacher Angie Hefley, Union 
Intermediate computer/business tech 
teacher Terry Houck, 8th Grade govern
ment teacher Amanda Howell, Moore 
music teacher Betty Mitchell, Union 
Intermediate U.S. History teacher 
William Polson, Moore physical educa
tion teacher Lori Randall, Andersen 
physical education teacher Lowell 
Ratzlaff, Cedar Ridge enrichment spe
cialist Cherry Redus and Jarman fourth 
" ade teacher Barbara Smith. 

The voluntary national designation 
comes after a year of extensive and rig
orous evaluation. Candidates must 
complete written exercises probing their 

knowledge in specific subjects as well as 
their understanding of how to teach 
those subjects. Student work samples 
and videotapes of daily classroom ses
sions are also required. Along with the 
honor of national certification comes a 
$5,000 per year pay increase funded by 
the State of Oklahoma for the ten-year 
duration of certification. With the addi
tion of these ten, Union now has 17 
Nationally Board Certified teachers. 

Andersen fifth grade teacher Michelle 
Naylor, 8th Grade Center science 
teacher James Kerr and Intermediate 
High chemistry teacher Ken Brooking 
were certified last year. Jarman fifth 
grade teacher Vicki Perritt and Moore 
enrichment specialist Dr. Evelyn 
Roberts earned the distinction in 1998; 
Peters' reading specialist Kimberly 
Owen gained certification in 1999; and 
Briarglen second grade teacher Shelia 
Smith-Coyle joined the ranks in 2000. 

students deserve more if we want them 
to compete as adults in a global econo
my. 

I urge you as parents and citizens to 
challenge our legislators to make deci
sions that are best for our children. We 
cannot maintain our excellence without 
their help, and mediocrity is not accept
able. Below is a list of Union's state rep
resentatives and senators. Please let 
them know how you feel about educa
tion funding. 

Sincerely, 
Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Oklahoma State Senators 
(405) 524-0126 
Charles R. Ford 

email: ragsdale@lsb.state.ok.us 
Scott Pruitt 

email: pruitt@lsb.senate.ok.us 
jerry L. Smith 

email: smith@lsb.state.ok.us 
Oklahoma House of Representatives 

(405) 521-2711 
Dennis Adkins 

email: bpraying@iolok.com 
Chris Hastings 

email: hastingsch@lsb.state.ok.us 
Ron Peterson 

email: petersonro@lsb.state.ok.us 
Hopper Smith 

email: hoppers@webzone.net 
john Wright 

email: wrightjo@lsb.state.ok.us 

"Late Night Catechism" 
to Benefit Union Schools 

Celebrity Attractions is providing 
an entertaining way to support 
Union Public Schools. Proceeds 
from its Tuesday, March 25, open
ing performance of the popular 
comedy, "Late Night Catechism," 
will be donated to the Union 
Schools Education Foundation. 
The show is part of the company's 
Broadway season at the 
Wonderama Theater, 4908 S. 
Sheridan Road. Curtain time is 
7:30P.M. 

General admission tickets are 
available at the Union Education 
Service Center or any Union 
school. It's a great cause! For 
more information, call 459-5432. 
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Seventh Graders Find Little Idle Time 
Keeping busy was 
no problem for sev
enth graders dur
ing the first semes
ter. Between home
work and athletics, 
seventh graders 
still found time for 
their classmates, 
school and commu
nity. 

their unity against 
drugs, seventh and 
sixth graders plant
ed tulips around 
the school which 
they hope will 
bloom this spring. 

A number of stu
dents participated 
in ropes course 
activities at Union 
Intermediate High 
School to develop 
trust, a project 
about the history of 
Egypt and some 
even found time to 
form a new 

During a Day of 
Connection, stu
dents served as 
ambassadors for 
community organi
zations such as the 
Child Abuse 
Network and the 
Society for the 
Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, 
explaining how the 
organizations 

Geography Club 
which hosts its own 
geography bees. 
Activities didn't 
seem to slow down 

Seventh grader Mikayla Overstreet shows no fear 
as she moves across a ropes obstacle high in the 
air at the Union Challenge Adventure Course. As 
part of the training she received, she has learned 
to trust her classmates below who are holding 
onto a safety tether. with the winter 

either as seventh graders joined holiday 
productions, helped with charity drives 
and later participated in a Martin Luther 
King Jr. play. 

worked to 15 different classes. A record 
number of seventh graders joined Drug
Free Youth and later helped make Red 
Ribbon Week a success. In a symbol of 

Alternative Students Hit the Drums 

In what was certainly a hands-on experi
ence, Union Alternative School students 
banged on African and Australian 
drums in a lesson on ethnic and folk 
music. 

Melissa Seiter plays on a drum provided by 
]ames K. Arnold at the Union Alternative 
School. 

However, the lesson went deeper, as 
retired physician James K. Arnold 
explained drumming can increase self
expression, self-esteem, broaden one's 
understanding of cultural diversity and 
develop group cooperation and respect. 

Arnold gave each student a drum and 
placed them in a circle as he showed 
them different musical instruments and 
how to use the drums with their hands. 
Then, with Arnold as leader, the stu
dents learned to play the drums, creat
ing different rhythms of varying sounds 
and tempo. Soon, the class was making 
sweet music together. 

Arnold said he learned to play the 
drums from Babatunde Olatunji, who 
plays for the Grammy-nominated group, 
Drums of Passion. He has been playing 
the drums since 1991. 

Now, Arnold teaches students the value 
of drums through unique and innova
tive residencies involving hands-on 
experiences with drums and how they 
can create a rhythmical experience. He 
also shows them how they can make a 
didgeridoo - a long cylinder-shaped 
instrument one blows into to make 
noise - with inexpensive PVC pipe and 
art supplies. 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion Testing 

Dates Announced for 
2002-2003 School Year 

Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) 
provides the opportunity for students 
to move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course and/ or 
grade level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student 
Skills (PASS) objectives. Proficiency
Based Promotion is intended to serve 
those students enrolled in Union 
Public Schools whose needs cannot be 
met by following the traditional 
timetable and sequence but who 
require promotion beyond current 
placement. 

During each school year, Union stu
dents have two opportunities to par
ticipate in this process. Testing will 
occur at each school during the month 
of April. Please contact your child's 
counselor to request an application 
and to learn when testing will be 
administered at that site. 

The second opportunity will be during 
July of 2003. The schedule will be 
announced before the school year 
concludes. 

High School Students 
Perform Muppet Plays for 

Kindergartners 

Union High School drama students 
recently performed Muppet plays for 
kindergarten students at the UHS Studio 
Theater. High school students adapted 
children's literature into plays, drama 
instructor Laura Kemp said, designing 
and building their own Muppet charac
ters to play the roles. Three productions 
were selected following auditions in 
which the students also created the~r 

own productions. The productions were 
The Little Red Hen, Mr. Toad and his 
Splendid Motorcar and Morris the Moose 
has a Cold. 

"High school students learned not only 
production and design concepts, but 
they also integrated the principals 
behind the Character Counts program," 
Kemp explained. "They are required to 
consider and teach positive values, such 
as responsibility, to their younger coun 
terparts. The kindergarteners experi
enced a theatrical performance, clowns, 
candy, balloons and a 'Sesame Street' 
activity that will color their minds for 
years to come." 
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Site Teachers of the Year for 2002-2003 Announced 

Teachers of the Year are recognized for their teaching skills and their outstanding service to the dis
trict Pictured are: (from left to right) standing, judy Kitchen from Grove, Heather Federline from 
Boevers, judy Cairl from Cedar Ridge, Kristy Bailey from Clark, Donna Bates from Moore, Sue Ellen 
Huff from Briarglen, Carol Burgess from Union Intermediate, Molly Linehan from McAuliffe, Leigh 
Ann Keller from Peters, Nicole Miranda from Darnaby, Barbara Smith from Jarman, Bob Buck from 
Union Alternative, and sitting, Sally Randolph from the 6th Grade, Cherie Andersen from the high 
school, Scott Pennington from the 7th Grade, Amanda Howell from the 8th Grade and Cynthia 
Vanderpool from Andersen_ All were scheduled to be honored during a reception February 25, at 
the 6/7 Grade Center where the District Teacher of the Year was to be announced-

'""~'_ ............ '"' .... Kindergarten 

'Round-up' 

in April 

ing Union's preschool program, 
you do not need to re-enroll for 
kindergarten_ 

Round-up hours are 7 a.m. to 4 

~ J~;;~;;;;~;;~~~;;;;;;;;~p.m. at the Enrollment Center. 
~ If you are unable to participate 

Enrollment 2003- in the round-up, you may enroll during 
2004 preschool and summer enrollment, starting May 1. 
kindergarten will begin in Regular enrollment hours are 7 a.m. to 5 
April during Union's 

annual "round-up" at the 
Enrollment Center located in the 
Extended Education building, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave, directly north of the 
Education Service Center. 

Children who are at least four years old 
on or before September 1 will be placed 
in the preschool program on a space
available basis. Children who are at least 
five years old on or before September 1 
will be placed in the kindergarten pro
gram. If your child is currently attend-

On the Cover 
Standing behind the 6A State Championship 
football trophy are: jared Naylor, defensive 
end, Chase McCoy, tight-end, Nathan 
Peterson, defensive end; kneeling, Scott 
Webb, kicker, Coach Bill Blankenship, and 
Blake Smith, defensive tackle. 

p.m. 

Round-up days are: 

April 1 Andersen 
April 2 Boevers and Briarglen 
April 3 McAuliffe 
April 7 Darnaby 
April 8 Grove 
April 11 Clark 
April 9 Jarman 
April 10 Cedar Ridge 
April 16 Moore 
April 17 Peters 

A special evening enrollment session 
will be held Thursday, April 17, from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. For more information, 
call the Education Service Center at 459-
5432 or log on to Union's website at 
www.unionps.org. 

Educators, Legislators 
Discuss Budget Shortfalls 

Immediate financial relief is needed for 
public schools in order to stave off dras
tic cuts in school programs and the loss 
of more jobs, area Tulsa County super
intendents told state leaders concerning 
the state's budget shortfall. 

Long-term solutions for public educa
tion funding must also be sought, and a 
statewide vision for Oklahoma educa
tion should be established, advised 
superintendents, who pledged their 
support to work with state leaders on 
finding solutions. 

Speaking on behalf of the superintend
ents, Union Superintendent Dr- Cathy 
Burden said they have two major con
cerns, first that students always remain 
the number one focus, and, second, that 
the issue of a poor economy and its 
effects on budgets be addressed. 

In the past several months, more than 
417 teaching, support and administra
tive jobs in the Tulsa County area have 
been eliminated. 

Discussed were several possible reme
dies that legislators and superintend 
ents said they might like to see debated 
in the Legislature, including adoption of 
a "sin tax" (on alcohol, tobacco, etc.), a 
lottery, setting aside mandates in a 
financial crisis and ensuring that the 
legislature fund education before 
schools need to commit to staff con
tracts in April. 

Colton Rethke is all grins as he a spe
cial lunch. He is a student in Kayla Cardenas' 
afternoon kindergarten class at Peters 
Elementary. Counting breakfast and lunch, 
our Union child nutrition workers served 
2,016,597 meals in 2002. 
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TV, Intermediate Students Collaborate on Writing Projects 

With their teacher watching from the 
sidelines, Union Intermediate freshmen 
presented their latest creative writing 
projects to graduate students from 
Tulsa University. 

The collab-

chaotic classrooms, and so I was slight
ly surprised to see students eager to 
work on their papers. They listened 
politely, contributed to the dialogue and 
erased any stereotypes I might have had 

about high 
school stu-

o r a t i o n dents." 
between 
high school After reading 
and univer- A m e r i c a n 
sity stu- History by 
d e n t s Judith Ortiz, 
helped the M o o n e y 
y o u n g e r assigned the 
s tude n t s students to 
spur their write about 
imagination where they 
a n d were on 
improve September 
their ere- Tulsa University graduate student Mike Berglund visits with Union 11 or about 
ative writ- students Brooklyn Kearney, Danielle Gilchrist, Callie Ketchum, pic- s 0 m e 0 n e 
i n g tured left to right whom they 
explained English teacher Debbie had met and liked but had been unable 
Mooney. to engage in friendship . 

"I had not been in a high school class
room for more than 30 years," remarked 
Vickie Chance, a TU graduate student. 
"I was surprised by the enthusiasm and 
smarts of these young people. I had 
heard so many horror stories about 

"The Tulsa University students were 
working with them on ways to improve 
their writing by adding details," Mooney 
said, explaining her students enjoyed 
the chance to show their work to a "pro
fessional" for one-on-one responses. 

Boevers Nurse Wins Award for Red Cross Blood Donations 
Sally Reibert, a nurse at Boevers 
Elementary School, was awarded the 
prestigious Clara Barton Award from 
the American Red Cross for her years of 
volunteer service. 

Sally Reibert 

Reibert has collected more than 1,000 
units of blood for the Red Cross, a mile
stone reached earlier this year during an 
annual blood drive. 

For more than 20 years, Reibert has 
been a Red Cross volunteer, a blood 
drive coordinator and a blood donor. 
Twenty years ago, "Nurse Sally" took on 
the task of conducting a blood drive as 

a memorial to a young Boevers student, 
Monique Webb. She coordinated the 
drive with Red Cross consultant, Debbie 
DoRemus. Fifth graders, as part of a 
unit they were studying, recruited par
ents and friends to donate blood. 

"Sally's influence on her students and 
their parents cannot be calculated. And 
just as important, she has shown by her 
example what it is to be a true commu
nity hero," said fellow teacher Judy Ide. 

DeAnn Bonner, vice 
president of the 8th 
Grade Rotary Club, 
and Wren Shelton, 
Student Council treas
urer, serve media spe
cialist Beth Webb dur-
ing the Student 
Council's Faculty 
Appreciation 
Breakfast_ Faculty 
members said they 
enjoyed the breakfast 
and appreciated the 
work and effort stu
dents put into the 
breakfast. Students 
had been preparing 
for the breakfast for 
more than a day. 

Update 
You have probably noticed the 
progress being made on Union's 
Multipurpose Activity Center 
(UMAC) at 7lst and Mingo. 
Construction is on schedule and 
the anticipated opening is fall, 
2003 . 

It is becoming apparent that this 
facility will not only enhance stu
dent activity, but will provide sup
plemental funding for our district 
through outside leasing and 
advertising opportunities. This is 
a definite asset considering the 
state funding decreases facing 
our district. We have already 
made positive contacts and are 
investigating leads on such events 
as concerts, sporting events and 
trade shows. 

There will be opportunities for 
business advertising in the arena 
area as well as on the football 
field. We foresee the UMAC as an 
entertainment venue that will be 
in demand locally and possibly 
nationally. We want to keep our 
Union families informed of the 
progress as well as any future 
entertainment events. 

If you want to receive more infor
mation and e-mail updates of 
upcoming events, please contact 
Benny Dixon, Marketing Director, 
Union Multipurpose Activity 
Center, Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74134-6711 
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Union Shows What It Means To Be Champs 

Coming on the 
heels of eighth 
grade science 
teacher james 
Kerr being 
named the 
Oklahoma 
State Teacher 
of the Year -
the first Union 
teacher to win 
that honor -
the Union 
football team 
won its first 
ever 6A state 
championship 
and a national 
spotlight. The 
last time the 
Redskins won 
a state title 
was in 1963 
when the 
football team 

Varsity Porn members are back row (left to right): janie Wooten, Jennie Gilpin, 
Merdith Clark, Chandelle Campbell, Briana Baker, Emily Farris, Audrey 
Harmon, ]ill Cox, Katelynn Sexton & Brianna Gamble; Third Row·Morgan Kelley, 
Brittany Boswell & Janie Harris; Second Row-Sarah Peters, Kristen Bear, Ashlee 
Larson, Brittan Heatly, Brooke Eidson, Whitney Meier, Lizzie Hays & Jenny Huff; 
Front Row-Meaghan Reaves, Katherine Dunnie, Brittani Guy & Megan Schmidt. 

won the state's Class C crown. 

The Renegade Regiment won second in 

the Oklahoma Bandmasters Association, 
continuing its long-standing tradition of 
excellence. The Highsteppers, the Union 

]V Dance members are front row (left to right): Sarah Cantrell, Kara Lovell, 
Chelsea Cagle, Katie Bailey, Lauren Nichols; Second Row: Haley Burnett, 
Amber Buchman, Kerri Bennett, Lisa Lai, jeannie Barnes, April Ecken; Third 
Row: Melody McDaniel, Kristi Barbe, Chelsea Holloway, Kim Henderson, 
Alyson Noble; Founh Row: Paige Lawler, Erin Webb, Kara Bunting, Kayla 
Zachary, BreAnne Vincent, Katy Bates. 
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Varsity Porn 
Squad and the JV 
Dance Team all 
won state titles, 
and the Union 
8th Grade Cheer
leaders won the 
Large Junior High 
Division during 
the American 
Spirit Champion
ships Christmas 
Classic in Okla
homa City. 

In fact, because 
of the success of 
so many Union 
students, organi
zations and 
teachers, many 
people associate 
Union with suc
cess and a cham
pion spirit. 

Union Student to Compete 
in Junior Olympics 

This Summer 

Union sixth grader Michael Bennett, 11, 
hopes to compete in the Junior 
Olympics in Detroit this July. Bennett, a 
student with Moore's Dance Studio in 
Broken Arrow, re
ceived a first place gold 
medal bid for "Buck 
and Wing" dancing and 
a second place silver 
medal bid for the male 
solo 12-13 age catego
ry. A "Buck and Wing" 
is a traditional blue- Michael Bennett 
grass dance between a boy and a girl. 

Bennett was one of 11 area students to 
compete in national competition in late . 
November when he won the bids. During 
that competition, he took first place for 
the Buck and Wing Junior Division and 
won second place for male solo in his 
age group. He also made the National 
Junior All Star Team, and competed for 
the National All Star Team. 

Bennett hopes to compete in the Junior 
Olympics, followed by four years of 
international competition, and the 
eventually compete in the Olympic 
Summer Games. 

Ice Route Information 

Union's "ice routes" are used when 
buses cannot travel hilly areas between 
Yale and Sheridan from 76th to 91st 
Streets South. Students in this area 
should have received ice route maps for 
their respective buses and may use 
whatever stop is most convenient for 
them under these bad weather condi
tions. Stop times will be as close as pos
sible to the posted time; however, 
delays are to be expected. 

When ice routes are in use or school is 
cancelled, information will be released 
to all TV and radio stations. Parents 
may also call the Union Weatherline, 
459-3365, or check the district web site 
at www.unionps.org. 


