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Redskin Coach Honored by ORU Hall of Fame 
Union Redskin head baseball coach and 
Oral Roberts University Hall of Fame 
member Bill Springman was honored 
during induction ceremonies at a recent 
Golden Eagle basketball game. 

Springman, who has served as the 
Redskin head coach for two years , is one 
of only 18 members of the ORU Hall of 
Fame, and was inducted in 1984 for his 
baseball contributions during the 1976-
78 seasons. Through the Hall of Fame, 
ORU recognizes former athletes who 
have obtained national recognition on 
an amateur or professional level while 
attending and after leaving ORU. 

Following graduation, Springman played 
professional baseball with the California 
Angels AAA team. He coached at both 
collegiate and professional levels, 
including Pepperdine University and the 
Minnesota Twins, before accepting the 
head coaching position at Union. 

Redskin head baseball coach Bill Springman signs an autograph for Darnaby fourth grader Andrea 
Unruh during Oral Roberts Hall of Fame ceremonies on February 16. (Courtesy photo) 

Three Union second graders recently won a national championship in a 3 v 3 soccer tournament 
played at Walt Disney's Wide World of Sports Complex in Orlando, Florida. Members of the team 
include, from left, Ashley Martin (Darnaby); Katelyn Rohling (Peters); Madison Mercado, from 
Sapulpa; and Kendall Godfrey (Darnaby). The girls remained undefeated during the tournament, 
which included teams from around the nation. They won the championship in an exciting over
time game against a Colorado team. (Courtesy photo) 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Gold 
Key 

Passes 

Union Public Schools would like to 
extend an invitation to its senior citi
zens to become Gold Key Club members 
and attend any of our school-sponsored 
activities free of charge. 

The Gold Key Pass gives Union residents 
living on a retirement income or who are 
at least 62 years of age free admittance 
to home athletic events as well as the 
many outstanding performances and 
programs hosted by the Union Fine Arts 
Department. 

For more information about obtaining a 
Gold Key Pass, contact the Union 
Education Service Center at 459-3 301. 
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James Kerr Named 2001-2002 District Teacher of the Year 

Eighth Grade Center sci
ence teacher James Kerr 
has been named Union's 
Teacher of the Year. The 
announcement was made 
on February 26 during an 
afternoon reception at 
the Union 6th/ 7th Grade 
Center. Kerr was chosen 
Teacher of the Year by 
the Union Professional 
Development Committee 
in recognition of his out
standing service to the 
district and his represen
tation of the teaching 
profession. 

teachers," he explained 
"In this exciting envi 
ronment, I am an inter
ested investor, richly 
funded by the creative 
energy of my students 
and peers." 

Kerr was selected from 
a field of seventeen 
building-level Teachers 
of the Year, all of whom 
were honored during 
the reception, based on 
qualifications provided 
by the State of 
Oklahoma Teacher of 
the Year program. He 
will now represent the 
district in the competi
tion for State Teacher of 
the Year. 

The Teacher of the Year 

Kerr is a graduate of Oral 
Roberts University and 
Butler University with 
bachelor's degrees in 
music education and 
biology. He has taught at 
Union for nine years and 
recently received 
National Teacher Certi
fication in early adoles
cent science. 

Union Public Schools building Teachers of the Year, front ~ow, from t?P to bottom left: reception was span
Connie Miller, ]ami Roberts, Alicia Abbott, second row: M_ells_sa Lord~ Lznda Montgomery, sored by CMW 
Patt Mica/, judi Hill, Deena Churchill, Colleen Gold, Gen Stites, Amta Thornton, Teresa Financial and prize con
Moore, third row: Karen Franklin, Karen DeBoer, joan Chandler, ]ames Kerr and Rhonda tributors were The 

Friday. ment in earth science. "Early adoles- Bistro, Abuelo's, On the Border, The 

Kerr says his daily goal as a teacher is to 
build upon student interest and involve-

cents respond to adventurous teaching Green Onion, Allure Salon, Miss 
strategies and embrace cooperative and Jackson's Penthouse Salon, Southwes 
innovative learning as modeled by their Airlines and VIP limo. 

Record Contributions Earn 
District Employees Top Honors 

The Union Building Level Teachers of 
the Year include: Connie Miller, 
Reading Specialist, Andersen; Linda 
Montgomery, Third Grade, Boevers; 
}ami Roberts, Fifth Grade, Briarglen; 
Joan Chandler, Fifth Grade CLC, Cedar 
Ridge; Teresa Moore, Special Education, 
Clark Judi Hill, First Grade, Darnaby; 
Kare~ Franklin, 3rd/4th Grade Looping, 
Grove; Geri Stites, Music, Jarman; Anita 
Thornton, Fourth Grade, McAuliffe; 
Rhonda Friday, Art, Moore; Colleen 
Gold, Third Grade CLC, Peters; Karen 
DeBoer, Social Studies, Sixth Grade 
Center Deena Churchill, American 
Histor~, Seventh Grade Center; Melissa 
Lord English and Leadership, 
Inter~ediate High School; Patt Mical, 
Science and Math, Alternative School; 
and Alicia Abbott, Special Education, 
Union High School. 

The Tulsa Area United Way presented 
its prestigious "Chairman's Key Club 

As chairman of this year's Tulsa area United 
Way Campaign, Francis Rooney, President and 
CEO of Manhattan Construction Company, pre· 
sented Superintendent Cathy Burden with 
Union's award. 

Award" to Union Public Schools recently 
for more than doubling its number of 
Key Club members, those employees 
who make individual contributions of 
$500 to the United Way. There were 43 
Union Key Club members this year com
pared to 20 last year. Union is the first 
school district to achieve the designa
tion and finished ahead of a number of 
large corporations for the award. 
Overall employee contributions totaled 
an impressive $123,000, a 43% increase 
over last year. 

"Union employees really got into the 
spirit of giving during this year's United 
Way campaign, especially in response to 
the tragic events of September 11," 
explained Union's campaign chair
woman Cathy Collins. "Students also 
played a key role in our success as they 
conducted penny drives and various 
fund-raising activities. Many families 
helped as well by choosing to donate 
their ticket refunds from the 
Union/Jenks football game that was 
cancelled in observance of the National 
Day of Mourning for victims of the 
World Trade Center and Pentagon 
bombings," Collins said. 

On the Cover 

Eighth grade science teacher ]ames 
Kerr, Union's 2001-2002 Teacher of 
the Year, leads students ({rom left) 
Ashley Brady, Tatiana Pereyra and 
Brady Gullekson in an experiment 
dealing with topography. See relat· 
ed story above. 
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Alternative School Students Mix Mystery, 
Science and Law 

As part of an exciting science and law 
project, Alternative School students 
joined forces during March to solve a 
challenging 
mock murder 
mystery. 
Under the 
direction of 
science and 
math teacher 
Patt Mical 
and law 

tion of classroom topics. "We want to 
create an opportunity for students to 
see the connections between the differ

ent disciplines," 
she explained. 
"I believe we 
were successful; 
the students 
worked very 
hard and were 
extremely 
involved." 

This was the 
second year for 
the mock mur
der mystery to 
be staged at the 
Alternative 
School. The 

teacher I attor
ney Harriet 
Chenault, stu
dents studied 
forensic 
investigation 
and trial pro
cedures to 
solve a staged 
crime. 

From left, Reese Massey and Stephanie Scherado gather 
crime scene evidence as part of a mock murder mystery. 
(Photo courtesy of student Tiffany Phillips) 

project was 
developed and 
funded through 

Mical and 
Chenault scripted the murder mystery 
that included a role for every staff 
member. Math teacher Bob Buck played 
the role of the prime suspect, English 
teacher Tim Neller was chief witness, 
and Chenault served as the presiding 
judge. 

Following the staging of the mock mur
der, school resource officers arrested 
the "suspect" and students formed 
prosecution and defense teams. 
Forensic science students served as 
investigators and expert witnesses, 
while students from other classes were 
selected to serve on the jury. The arrest, 
jury selection and trial were viewed by 
the entire student body. 

According to Mical, while the exercise is 
entertaining, the real goal of the project 
is to show students real-world applica-

Seventh Grade Center Student 
Council members Michelle 
Cahalen, left, and Brenna 
O'Toole, greet Tulsa Police 
Officer W.C. Carr and his part· 
ner, Rexo, following the pair's 
recent visit to the Seventh 
Grade leadership class. In 
response to the visit, the class 
collected $900 from students 
and faculty to purchase heat 
monitors for Tulsa Police 
Department canine units. The 
special thermometers are 
designed to protect dogs while 
confined to the car and include 
a built-in alarm that signals 
officers when car temperatures 
approach dangerous levels. 
Michelle suggested the project 
to her classmates after watch· 
ing a television documentary 
on the training of police dogs. 

a grant from the 
Union Schools Education Foundation. 
Based on last year's mystery, Mical was 
also named a finalist in the State Farm 
Good Neighbor Teaching Award pre
sented for innovative teaching ideas. 

Secondary Report Card 
Information 

Graduating seniors may pick up final 
transcripts at the High School begin
ning Thursday, June 13, and continu
ing throughout the summer. Hours 
are Monday through Thursday, 9-11 
a.m. and 1-3 p.m. 

Report cards for students completing 
sixth grade through twelfth grade will 
be mailed. 

Advanced Placement 
Program Goes 'On The 

Road' 

The Advanced Placement (AP) program 
took to the road in February for a visit 
to the Intermediate High School, where 
students experienced first-hand the 

Advanced Placement Biology student Myles 
Mumford, left, talks Director of Secondary 
Curriculum Kirt Hartzler, through a lab exper· 
iment during a recent "AP Road Show" at the 
Intermediate High. (Courtesy photo) 

many opportunities awaiting them in AP 
classes. Students, along with their par
ents, were provided enrollment infor
mation as an encouragement to choose 
science classes that will academically 
challenge and prepare them for college. 

Advanced Placement and pre-AP teach
ers and counselors were on hand to 
answer parent and student questions, to 
promote enrollment in science courses, 
and to demonstrate some of the labs 
involved in AP science classes. In addi
tion, current AP students offered peer 
counseling and helped demonstrate lab 
exercises. 

According to Kirt Hartzler, Director of 
Secondary Curriculum, the "AP Road 
Show" proved successful in increasing 
enrollment for next year's AP chemistry, 
biology, and advanced physiology class
es. "More students than ever before are 
challenging themselves academically by 
enrolling in our pre-AP and Advanced 
Placement classes," said Hartzler. "The 
increased enrollment numbers also indi
cate that our students realize the impoP
tance of taking more challenging cours
es to better prepare themselves for col
lege." 

To learn more about the Union AP pro
gram, visit online at www.unionps.org 
or www.collegeboard.com. 
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If you have driven past the High School 
lately, you've probably seen the metal 
skeleton of Union's Multipurpose 
Activity Center (MAC). As it towers to 
the south of Union Tuttle Stadium, the 
MAC is a striking reminder of the for
ward-thinking and supportive spirit that 
drives the Union community. Thanks to 
positive outcomes at the polls for the 
past two years, your bond dollars are at 
work on a facility that will afford our 
students an exciting array of learning 
experiences and will serve the entire 
community as well. 

All of us---
Board of 
Education 
members, dis
trict employ
ees, families 
and students
-- take great 
pride in what 
we have and 
what we are 
able to accom
;>lish with it. 
We realize 
that we can never take this supportive 
community for granted, nor can we back 
away from challenges that threaten 
progress. State funding cuts, which are 
a constant concern for us, are more 
unpredictable than ever, making local 
support at the polls all the more critical. 

On May 14, Union patrons have the 
opportunity to decide an important 
bond issue that will ensure reliable 
transportation services for the thou
sands of students who ride our buses 
each day. We are asking for 14 regular 
route school buses to replace those that 
have clocked more than 100,000 miles 
and have become unreliable and too 
expensive to repair. We are also seeking 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in 
October and January by Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. 
It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy 
Burden is Superintendent of Schools. 
Gretchen Haas-Bethel! is Communications 
Director/Editor. The Communicator staff 
includes Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and 
Shannon Phillips. Periodicals postage paid at 
Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 5656 S. 
!29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134·6711, or call 
459-3305. 

approval to purchase four smaller buses 
equipped with chair lifts for our stu
dents with special needs; two student 
activity buses designed for longer dis
tance travel; and one support vehicle. 
Passage of the proposal will not 
increase property taxes. 

I hope you will make it a point to vote 
Tuesday, May 14, and that you will 
encourage your eligible neighbors and 
family members to vote too. As always, 
your continued support is appreciated. 

On Tuesday, May 14, voters are 
asked to decide a bond proposal that 
will take care of the district's trans
portation needs through the next 
two years, without raising taxes. 

Proposition: $1.5 million 
e 14 regular route buses 
• 4 special education buses 

equipped with chair lifts 
• 2 student activity buses 
e 1 support vehicle 

Passage will NOT increase taxes! 

Enrollment Center 
Announces 

Summer Hours 
All students new to the district and for
mer students who have withdrawn from 
the district must complete enrollment 
at the district Enrollment Center in the 
Union Extended Education Building 
(directly north of the Education Service 
Center), 5656 S. 129th E. Ave. All stu
dents must be residents of the Union 
Public School district, living with a par
ent or legal guardian. 

The Enrollment Center will be open dur
ing the summer on the following dates: 

• May 1-31: Monday through 
Friday, 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(Closed Memorial Day, May 27) 

• June 3-Aug. 2: Monday through 
Thursday, 7 a.m.-6 p.m. 
(Closed Fridays) 

• July 1-5: 8 a.m. -5 p.m., 
(Closed July 4) 

• Aug. 5, 6, 7 & 9: 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 
• Thursday, Aug. 8: 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 
• Monday, Aug. 12: 1 p.m.-7 p.m. 
• Aug. 13-15: 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 
• Starting Aug. 16: Monday through 

Friday, 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 

To learn more about documents 
required for enrollment, call the 
Enrollment Center at 459-4686. 

CLC Enrollment Deadline is May 15 

Parents of elementary school students 
interested in enrolling in Union's 
Continuous Learning Calendar (CLC) 
program are asked to sign up by May 
15. Results of a recent survey indicate 
a significant level of interest in the 
CLC option, with possible expansion 
of the program at Clark Elementary, 
but not enough potential participants 
to offer the program at the Union 
Sixth Grade Center next school year. 
Interest has also been expressed in 
offering CLC for incoming kindergart
ners at the existing hub sites (Clark, 
Cedar Ridge and Peters), but it is too 
soon to determine if that is feasible. 

CLC is a voluntary program that pro
motes year-round learning by spread
ing the school year over a 12-month 
period (rather than the traditional 
nine months) and includes shorter, 
more frequent breaks throughout the 
year. Information videos (in English 
and Spanish) and enrollment forms 
are available at all the elementary 
schools and at the enrollment center, 
5656 S. 129th E. Avenue. For more 
information contact Community 
Education principal Cathy Collins at 
459-4677. 

Cedar Ridge CLC students participate in a spring 
intersession program on Chinese culture. 
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ACT 
"Super Saturday" is Back! 

Back by popular demand, the "Super 
Saturday" ACT prep class will be offered 
on May 11, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the 
Intermediate High School. Secondary 
students preparing to take college 
entrance exams can enroll in the one
day program, which is designed to pro
vide students with test-taking strate
gies. Enrollment fee is $15 per class, 
payable on the day of the class; lunch 
will be on your own. 

Scholarships are available and fees for 
Native American students will be paid 
by the Title IX Indian Education grant. 
To learn more, or to register for the pro
gram, contact Kathy Dodd, Director of 
Assessment, at (918) 459-3318, or visit 
the testing and assessment site on 
www.unionps.org/curriculum/curricu
lum.main. 

"Web Partners"-As the 
result of a unique part
nership with the 
University of Tulsa, 
Union High School web 
design teachers and stu
dents benefit from the 
knowledge and experi
ence of web industry 
professionals who serve 
as guest speakers and 
consultants. Dr. Kaveh 
Ashenayi, electrical engi
neering faculty member 
at the University of 
Tulsa, standing le{t, and 
Dan Rice, sales engineer 
for V,alor Telecommun
ications, right, recently 
served as guest lecturers 
in the High School web 
design class. Sharing in 
a post-class discussion 
are students, from le{t, 
Kristen Laid/ow, Laura 
Traylor and David Love. 

High School Business Students 
Take Fifth Graders on World Tour 

As part of a special assignment, High 
School international business students 
recently 
provided 
a Briar
glen fifth 
grade 
class with 
a whirl
wind tour 
of several 
countries. 
The proj
ect, direct
ed by 
business 
teacher 
Deena 
Shelton, 
included 
an exhibit 
of each 
country's 
geogra
phy, food, 
games, 
crafts 
and-rep
resenting 
its com-
merce

High School student Lindsay Allison 
shares facts about the Netherlands 
with Briarglen students, pictured 
front to back, Jamie Vue, Brittany 
Fox and Zack Chandler. 

sample imports and exports. 

High School students created booth 
exhibits and appeared in costume to 
represent various cultures. To prepare 
for the trip, the younger students stud
ied travel and created their own pass
ports which were stamped as they visit
ed each place, including England, 

Vietnam, Egypt, South America, 
Australia, Mexico and the Netherlands. 

According to Briarglen fifth 
grade teacher ]ami Roberts, 
the younger students 
enjoyed the sights, tastes 
and sounds of the interna
tional exhibit. "The global 
business project was an 
enlightening and fun activity 
that allowed us to learn 
about cultures other than 
our own and to travel to far
off places without leaving 
home!" 

Shelton said the internation
al project allowed her High 
School students the opportu

Lindsay Allison "monkeys 
around" with one of the guest 
stars of the event. 

nity to work 
in teams and 
to take a 
hands-on 
approach to 
learning. 
"Interacting 
with the 
younger chil-
dren also 
placed a 
responsibili
ty upon them 
to provide a 
fun and cre
ative atmos
phere while 

learning more about international cul
tures and the global economy," she con
cluded. 

NION 
Graduation 
Celebration 

2002 
"Cruising into the Future" 

Graduation Celebration, a post-gradua
tion event providing a fun, safe, alcohol
and drug-free environment for Union 
High School seniors, is set for May 17 at 
Union Intermediate High School. This 
year's theme, "Cruising into the Future," 
will provide a backdrop for a variety of 
games, food, entertainment and activi
ties. Ticket information and parent per
mission forms are available at 
www.unionps.org. 

The Graduation Celebration planning 
committee, under the leadership of 
Suzanne Guy, is seeking parent and 
community support for the event. 
Individual and corporate donations of 
merchandise, prizes, gift certificates, 
food or cash will entitle the donor's 
name to be prominently displayed dur
ing the event. A tax-deductible receipt 
will be provided upon request. 

More than 85% of last year's senior class 
attended Graduation Celebration and a 
similar turnout is expected this year. To 
help provide a safe and memorable 
evening for UHS graduates, please m Qi.l 
donations to: Graduation Celebration, 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo, 
Tulsa, OK 74133. 

To learn more, contact Suzanne Guy at 
492-7731 or Knarig Alajaji at 25 2-5393. 
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Extended Day Program Offers Before- and After-School Fun 

Families with students attending 
Union elementary schools can take 
advantage of the Extended Day 
Program (EDP), a safe, alternative, edu
cational childcare service providing 
on-site supervision both before and 
after school. 

Licensed by the Department of Human 
Services, EDP is administered through 
the Community Education Department 
at each of the district's elementary 
sites and is staffed by qualified super
visors and staff. It offers care before 
(7:00-8:55 a.m.) and after (3:25-6:00 
p.m.) school. Children may be enrolled 
in either or both sessions. 

More than 800 are enrolled and many 
choose to participate in special holiday 
and summer camps. Morning program 
activities include board games, physi
cal activities and crafts. The afternoon 
session provides snacks and more 
structured activities to help students 
unwind after the school day. Quiet 
homework stations are provided dur
ing both sessions and all activities fol
low a structured curriculum. 

Grove EDP supervisor Megan Copeland, front left, treats 
a case of student spring fever with an after-school visit to 
the playground, accompanied, clockwise, by Dalin 
Ballard, Steven Cowan and Alec jackson. 

Students are offered supervised use o 
school resources, including the media 
center, gymnasium and playground. 

EDP enrollment forms and fee sched
ules are available at the Education 
Service Center, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 
Learn more by telephoning 461-3409 or 
visiting online at www.unionps.org. 

A Special Thanks to Visteon 

The EDP recently received a $5 ,000 
grant from the Visteon Corporation 
for the purchase of televisions and 
VCRs for showing educational videos. 

In addition to providing the EDP grant, 
Visteon recently partnered with Union 
Public Schools to present two employee 
programs, including diabetic educa
tion/screening and the KOTV Channel 
6 Wild Weather Show. Programs were 
conducted at the Union Education 
Service Center for both Visteon and dis
trict employees. Though inclement 
weather postponed the Wild Weather 
Show, organizers hope to reschedule it. 

Cedar Ridge CLC Students Test-Drive 'eBus' 
Students and teachers from Cedar Ridge 
Elementary's Continuous Learning 
Calendar Program (CLC) recently board
ed an "eBus," a technology enhanced 
mobile classroom, to "test-drive" the lat
est in educational computer software 
programs. 

As part of a CLC intersession activity, 
students visited the 40-foot bus, outfit
ted with 12 fully networked computer 
stations, to experiment with state-of-

Proficiency-Based 
Testing Dates Announced 

for July 2002 
Proficiency-based testing provides 
the opportunity for students to 
move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course 
and/or grade level based upon 
mastery of the Oklahoma Priority 
Academic Student Skills (PASS) 
objectives. 

The next opportunity for testing 
will be during the week of July 8, 
2002. Contact Cathy Collins at 
459-4677 for grades K-5 or Sally 
Jones at 459-4441 for grades 6-11. 

the-art educational software in reading, 
math, science and social studies. 

According to Cathy Collins, elementary 
principal for 
Community 
Education, the 
primary goal 
of the event 
was to intro
duce a new 
software, the 
Waterford 
Early Reading 
Program, that 
will be pur
chased for the 
English-as-a
Second 
Language 
(ESL) program 
with school 
bond funds. 
"This is a 
unique oppor
tunity to give 
students and 

Cedar Ridge was one of only two 
Oklahoma stops for the eBus, which is 
on a 12-month tour of one hundred 
cities in the United States. The tour is 

faculty the Clark CLC second grader Allie Kissinger takes her turn at the computer as a pas-
chance to test senger on the eBus mobile classroom. 

these programs," she said. "It's impor
tant to see first-hand how beneficial and 
easy it is to implement educational soft
ware in the classroom, especially for our 
younger students." 

sponsored by Electronic Education, ~ 
division of Pearson Education, one of 
the largest K-12 educational publishers. 
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Enroll . for Students Named State Reflections Winners 

For further information, contact ele
mentary summer school principal Cathy 
Collins at 459-4677. 

Secondary 
(current 6-12 students) 

Enhanced Credit & Remediation 
June 5-27 & July 1-26 

Courses: English, history, math, science 
and electives (selected interests); 

Basic Skills Class (Grades 6-8) covering 
arts, math, reading and study skills; 

Driver Education (Grades 9-12) 
Mon.-Fri., 7:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Union 

Intermediate High, 7616 S. Garnett 

Enrollment will be at the Union High 
School office during the month of May, 
and evening enrollment will be May 29 & 
30 at the Intermediate High, 5-8 p.m. 
. or further information, contact second
ary summer school principal Sallie Rose 
Jones at 459-4441. 

The following Union students were 
among the 16 state winners earning 
Awards of Excellence (first place) in 
the 2001-2002 Oklahoma Reflections 
cultural arts program: Christian 
Ackmann, Darnaby - Literature/ 
Primary Division & Music/Primary 
Division; Jacky Shan, Jarman - Visual 
Arts/ Primary Division; Geoffrey Gill, 
Cedar Ridge - Visual Arts/Intermediate 
Division; Krystal Fitzsimonds, 
Intermediate High - Photography I 
Senior Division. 

Award of Excellence winners were 
selected from entries in four age divi
sions and in four categories: litera
ture, music, visual arts and photogra
phy. The winning entries have been 
submitted for judging by the National 
PTA Reflections program. 

Eleven Union students received 
Awards of Merit in the State 
Reflections program: Adrienne Fulton, 
8th Grade Center - Literature/Junior 
Division & Visual Arts/ Junior Division; 
Mike Williams, Union High School -
Literature/Senior Division; Nathan 
Hughes, Grove - Visual Arts/Primary 
Division; Jordan Matlock, 8th Grade 
Center - Visual Arts/ Junior Division; 
Nancy Chen, 8th Grade Center -

Visual Arts/Junior Division; Melissa 
Nichols, Darnaby - Music/ Primary 
Division; Elaine Shan, 6th/7th Grade 
Center - Music/Junior Division; Dalton 
Coyle, Jarman - Photography /Primary 
Division; Calleigh Sexton, Moore -
Photography/ Primary Division; Elyse 
Elkins, 6th/7th Grade Center 
Photography / Junior Division; Whitney 
Walters, 8th Grade Center 
Photography / Junior Division. 

Reading Tests for 
Licenses Scheduled 

A summer date has been set for stu
dents needing to retake the reading 
test necessary to obtain an Oklahoma 
driver's license or permit. The Reading 
Proficiency Test will be given on June 
24 at 3:30 P.M. at the Extended 
Education Building, 5656 S. 129th E. 
Ave. 

Each student is eligible for one retake 
at no charge with subsequent tests 
costing $25 each. Preregistration for 
this year's test is not necessary. 
Students should arrive fifteen minutes 
early and bring their own pencils. 
Results will be available at 5:00 P.M. 

'Bus Boutique' Takes Fashion On The Road 
Fashion bou
tiques don't 
often reside 
in big, red 
school buses, 
but such is 
the case with 
the 'Bus 
Boutique,' a 
service spon
sored by the 
Parent
Teacher 
Association 
in conjunc
tion with the 
Klothes 
Kloset, a gen
tly used 
clothing out
let located in 
the 6th/7th 
Grade Center. 

From left, Klothes Kloset co-chairs Tammie Waggy, Nona Nordstog, 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden, and co-chair Chris Krasz survey inventory 
aboard the Bus Boutique, a mobile outreach of the PTA clothing store, prior to 
stops at three elementary schools. 

The Bus Boutique is a traveling clothing 
delivery system delivering donated chil
dren's clothing to school sites in order 
to meet the needs of Union families. 
The bus is specially equipped with dis
play cabinets and hanging racks, allow-

ing the rolling store to offer a wide 
selection of children's clothing, coats 
and shoes. 

According to Tammie Waggy, Klothes 
Kloset co-chairman, the Bus Boutique 
served an important purpose during 

the winter months, distributing warm 
winter clothing and coats to students 
and families across the district. "We 
were able to move over 80 pieces of 
clothing per school visit," she said, 
explaining that in addition tci used 
clothing, the bus also distributed new 
underwear, hats and mittens donated by 
Union families. 

Bus Boutique stops were coordinated 
through school counselors, who con
tacted the Klothes Kloset coordinators 
to schedule on-site shopping hours dur
ing the school day. The bus was 
stocked through efforts of PTA volun
teers, and then driven by members of 
the Union transportation department to 
the school site. All items, donated by 
Union families, were distributed at no 
charge. 

Waggy said the success of the Bus 
Boutique was a direct result of the gen
erosity of district patrons and the assis
tance of the transportation staff. "The 
Union transportation department has 
bent over backwards to accommodate 
our schedules and to provide drivers to 
make sure the bus got to each stop." 
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Union Announces 
Administrative 

Changes 

Union athletic director Benny Dixon 
and assistant athletic director Bill 
Blankenship now have new titles and 
responsibilities. Dixon is the new direc
tor of Union's 
Multipurpose 
Activity 
Center and 
marketing 
while 
Blankenship 
has become 
the new direc
tor of athlet
ics. Union 
superintend
ent Cathy 
Burden says 
the adminis
trative 

Benny Dixon 

changes are being made now in antici
pation of the 2003 opening of the activ
ity center currently under construction 
on the Union High School campus, 6636 
S. Mingo Road. 

"We need someone to plan now for the 
comprehensive sales and marketing that 
are associated with operating a center of 
this size," explained Dr. Burden. "Mr. 
Dixon will be in charge of scheduling all 
kinds of student and community events 
as well as overseeing the concessions, 
student store and wellness center that 
are to be housed in the building," she 
said. 

The versatile Multipurpose Activity 
Center includes an approximately 5,700 
seat arena, office space and dressing 
rooms and is designed to accommodate 

Bill Blankenship 

a wide array of 
activities such 
as music con
certs, fine arts 
and athletic 
events, large 
assemblies, 
craft fairs and 
trade shows. 

Blankenship, 
who has led 
Redskin teams 
into four state 
championship 
game appear

ances and has held a 102-23 record in 
ten seasons, will continue his head foot
'ball coaching responsibilities when he 
takes over as athletic director. 

An assistant athletic director is expect
ed to be selected soon. 

As part of April's YouthArts! 2002, the district's student fine arts festival, the High School Repertory 
Theatre presents "The Tempest." Cast members include: from left ro right, Rachel Wolfe, Caroline 
Mason, Alan Goodale, john Barraza, Angela Finch and Paul Hartford. 

A 
8 
c 

Traditional & CLC 
School Calendars for 2002-2003 

After review by the PTA, Union Classroom Teachers' Association 
and the administration, the Union Board of Education adopted 
the following school calendar. 

Continuous Learning Calendar (CLC) dates are indicated with an 
asterisk ('') if the dates are the same as the Traditional Learning 
Calendar (TLC). 

CLC First Day of School ........................... July 24 
Professional Days'' ... .... ......... . .. . .. August 12, 13 & 14 
TLC First Day of School ... ..... .............. . .. August 15 
Labor Day'' . ...... . ..... .. .... .. ............ September 2 
End CLC First Quarter . .. ...... . . . . ... ... . ... September 27 
End TLC First Quarter ... ...... . ... .. ..... .. .... October 16 
CLC Fall Intersession .............. September 30- October 18 
Fall Vacation* .. ... .. ...... .... ...... .... .. . October 17-18 
Parent/Teacher Conferences* .. ...... . . ...... . ... October 2 5 
Thanksgiving Vacation* . ... ........ ..... . .. November 27-29 
End of First Semester'' . . .................. .. .. December 20 
Winter Vacation'' ........... .. .... . .. December 23-January 3 
Classes Resume* ....................... . . . ..... January 6 
Martin Luther King Day'' . . ........ . ........ .. ... January 20 
Professional Days (all grades)'' ....... . ...... February 17 & 18 
End Third Quarter* .... .. ................ .. ...... March 7 
Spring Vacation .... .... .... ...... ... .... .. .. March 17-21 
CLC Spring Intersession ... .... . .. . ........ March 17-April4 
Parent/ Teacher Conferences (all grades)* .. .. . . .. . ... April 18 
TLC Last Day of Classes . .. .. . .. ...... ..... . ..... .. May 23 
Memorial Day (CLC) .. .. ......... .. . ... . . ...... .... May 26 
CLC Last Day of Classes ........................... June 9 

Two (2) snow days have been built into both calendars 
to allow for possible inclement weather. 

A 
8 
c 
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Lighting the Candles! 
Curriculum Highlights 

Ninth Graders Test Character 
on Ropes Course 

A unique program combining Character 
Counts! and the Union Challenge 
Adventure 
Ropes Course is 
allowing the 
district's ninth 
graders to learn 
valuable life les
sons as part of 
a curriculum 
pilot project 
partially fund
ed by a state 
character edu
cation grant 
offered through 
the Oklahoma 
State 
Department of 
Education. 

to challenge them to work through their 
limitations," said Williams, explaining 
that the course encourages the develop
ment of leadership skills and personal 
accountability, and is part of the dis

trict's overall student 
assistance programs. 

Ninth grade English 
teacher Deborah Mooney 
said the benefits of the 
program have been evident 
in the classroom as well. 
"After spending the day on 
the ropes course, students 
returned to class having 
formed obvious bonds 
with their classmates," she 
said. "They were definitely 
more willing to work with 
and help each other." She 
added that some students 
showed improved partici
pation in class discussions 
and were more willing to 
ask questions. 

More than 800 
district ninth 
graders have 
volunteered to 
participate in 
the day-long 
program, con
ducted on the 

Ninth grader Felipe Martinez takes to the air 
under the watchful superviSion of 
teacher/ropes course facilitator Steve 
Randall. 

The Union Challenge 
Adventure Ropes Course is 
considered one of the 
largest and best outdoor, 

ropes course 
located on the campus 
Intermediate High School. 

of the 

Under the supervision of ropes course 
supervisor Travis Sewell and faculty 
members who are trained facilitators, 
students navigate the challenge course 
while relying on the support and assis
tance of fellow team members. 

According to Danny Williams, student 
assistance and ropes course coordina
tor, the program incorporates outdoors
experiential learning to encourage stu
dents' character development by teach
ing them about cooperation, communi
cation, caring, responsibility, trust and 
support. "One of the great things about 
the project is that it gives kids the 
chance to experience success working 
within a group," Williams said. "The 
ropes course forces them to rely on 
their team members and to face situa
tions they might normally bypass when 
given the opportunity. It also gives them 
the experience of working together with 
others on solving problems." 

experience-based educa
tion programs in the state and is in 
demand by student organizations, ath
letic teams, faculty groups, businesses 
and community organizations. 

.Children 
Learn 

From the 
Past 

illustrate details of days gone by. Dolls 
represent the colonial period, Spanish 
War, pioneer frontier, Civil War , 
Industrial Era, Depression and World 
War II. Each doll is accompanied by a 
storybook that tells the story of that 
period in American history through the 
experiences of a nine-year-old girl. 

Third grade teacher Leigh Ann Keller 
was the first to incorporate the 
American Girls, accessories and accom
panying lessons into her classroom. "I 
stumbled onto the American Girl cur
riculum and found that the students 
loved the stories because they experi
enced history through a child's eyes," 
she said. "The dolls are not just toys
they are characters from books and 
each makes her particular time period 
come alive." 

Developed in the 1980s, the dolls are 
the brainchild of elementary teacher 
Pleasant Rowland, who created them as 
an educational tool to make history 
more interesting for her students. The 
lessons integrate history, reading, lan
guage arts and character development. 
Though named for the female charac
ters, the stories contain strong male 
characters and appeal to both girls and 
boys alike. 

Plots include action and adventure, and 
authentic reproduction accessories pro
vide students with a realistic look at 
what it was like to live during that peri
od of history. 

The kits are now being used by teachers 
in the third, fourth and fifth grades, and 
Peters faculty members are conducting 
workshops to share information with 
other teachers in the district. 

"The program allows students to identi
fy and develop personal strengths and 

The past has 
become the 
present at 
Peters 
Elementary, 
where a liter
ature-based 
social studies 
program, 
"History and 
Heritage," 
incorporates 
a series of 
seven histori
cally accurate 
dolls, the 
American 
G i r l s 
Collection, to 

Peters students and teachers display dolls and accessories that have been incor· 
porated into the ~chao/'s social scienc~ curriculum. From left, are: Brianna Argo, 
T~n_ner Shust, th1rd grade teacher Le1gh Ann Keller, Christine Wang·, media spe
Cialist Kay Leslie and Andrew Butler. 
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I 
Roundtable Luncheon for Girls Models Success 

Darnaby fifth grade girls learn from 
some of Tulsa!s most successful women 
during the school's monthly Roundtable 
Luncheon for Girls. Invited speakers 
represent a variety of professional back
grounds, including engineering, science, 

Darnaby fifth graders jenny Daer, left, and 
Amanda Knight get a close look at the badge of 
guest speaker D.]. Dunlap, special agent for 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, during a 
recent Roundtable Luncheon for Girls. 

business, education, medicine, aviation 
and journalism. The women share sto
ries of their personal and professional 
challenges, answer questions about 
their experiences, and serve as positive 
role models for pre-teen girls. 

Organized by Darnaby teacher Pam 
O'Halloran, the Roundtable Luncheon 
for Girls is based on the work of 
researcher and author Dr. Sally Reis. 
Her book, Work Left Undone, challenges 
women to mentor young girls to identi
fy talents and potential and to develop a 
plan of action for their lives. According 
to Reis, the availability of positive role 
models is an important key in girls 
learning to achieve success. 

Guest speakers have included Union 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden, Chief 
Financial Officer Debra Jacoby, and 

"Character Counts! in Beads"-Andersen 
students, from left, Tasha Webb, Amber 
Bracken, joseph Elauf and Levi Cook, 
braid wooden beads onto leather strips 
decorating a Character Counts! teepee. 
The teepee, built by Pre-Kindergarten 
teacher Chelle Cook, is displayed in the 
media center as the focal point of a 
schoolwide Character Counts! program. 
Throughout the year, teachers and staff 
have rewarded students with wooden 
beads in colors representing the six 
character pillars: red=respect; 
yellow=citizenship; blue=caring; pur
ple=responsibility; tan=fairness; and 
orange=trustworthiness. The students 
then threaded the beads onto the teepee 
to represent the school's corporate com
mitment to developing and exhibiting 
good character. 

Director of Communications Gretchen 
Haas-Bethell. Other guests have includ
ed Rebecca Lawrence, Angela Welch 
and Stephanie Kermer, aircraft engi
neers; Cindy Morrison and Deb 
McKaskey, television personalities; 
Michelle Scribner, insurance investiga
tor; D. J. Dunlap, special agent for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation; Jean 
Kelly, career consultant; Myra Golden, 
public speaker; Tracy Davis and Julie 
Guy, engineers; Dr. Betty Bassett
Higgins, veterinarian; Dr. Anne 
Harrington-Ward, pediatrician; Paula 
Chapman, corporate owner of Barna Pie 
Company; Linda Bradshaw, business 
owner; and Marcia Mitchell, director of 
The little Light House. 

"It's Cool to Be Drug-Free"--More than 1 75 
Drug-Free Youth members from the 8th 
Grade Center, Intermediate High and High 
School encouraged elementary students to 
stay drug-free during the annual disrrictwide 
fifth grade Character Counts! assembly on 
March 29. The program, which was present
ed in the Union High School Performing Arts 
Center, featured musician Ron Cole, who 
energized the students with favorite rock
and-roll tunes (rom famous artists. Cedar 
Ridge CLC fifth graders (from left) Kathryn 
Matthews and Courtney Wooten, and D-FY 
members seventh grader Nina Daroga and 
ninth grader ]ames Sisson swing to the beat 

From 

Parents As Teachers coordinator Cathy Duke, 
left, accepts a donation of baby quilts and dis
posable diapers, courtesy of tenth grader 
Catherine Waggy, center, and Boevers kinder
garten teacher Heather Federline. 

Every Child Needs 
A Little Pampering 

Union's Parents As Teachers (PAT), a 
free and voluntary early childhood pro
gram, was recently showered with gifts 
of diapers and quilts, thanks to the 
efforts of a teacher and a student. 

Heather Federline, a Boevers kinder
garten teacher and graduate student at 
Northeastern State University in Broken 
Arrow, organized a diaper drive, dubbed 
"Every Child Needs a Little Pampering," 
as part of a service learning project 
required by one of her courses. Boevers 
students and staff collected more than 
80 packages of disposable diapers, 
donating them to the Union PAT pro
gram and to Emergency Infant Services. 

Catherine Waggy, a tenth grader at the 
Intermediate High, made several baby 
quilts to be distributed to new mothers 
and their babies. Catherine chose to 
support the PAT program in an effort to 
earn a Gold Award, the highest honor in 
Girl Scouting. 

Parents As Teachers serves families 
with children from birth to age five liv
ing within the school district 
Coordinator Cathy Duke said donations 
are greatly appreciated and are distrib
uted directly to parents served by the 
program. To learn more about PAT, 
contact Duke at 641-3013. 
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Bementaries I 
McAuliffe Recycling Efforts Net Big Reward 

When their school was 
recently presented with a 
"big" check, McAuliffe stu
dents learned that protecting 
the environment can net 
valuable dividends. Ted 
Kneiring, area manager for 
the Abitibi Recycling 
Corporation and the compa
ny's mascot, Pepper the 
Paper Retriever, presented a 
$1,000 check during a school 
assembly in March. The 
school entered the recycling 
program at the beginning of 
the school year and won first 
place out of 138 area schools 

Children worked in groups, older stu
dents serving as "buddies" to younger 
ones, moving classroom to classroom to 
gather each day's trash for "dumping" 
into the schoolyard collection bin. 

by collecting the most Abitibi mascot Pepper the Paper Retriever, left, presents a "big" 

Pounds of paper during check to McAuliffe students jordan Sawyer, Nick Estrada, Hayley 
Roper and teacher Amber ]ones. 

Jones said the project grew into a group 
effort as area residents responded to 
students' requests by delivering truck
loads of recyclable paper goods to a bin 
set up on the school grounds. "It has 
been great to see the neighborhood and 
the community coming together to sup
port the kids in their endeavor," she 
said. "It has made everyone more aware 
of the responsibility we have in taking 
care of our world." 

February. 

In addition to the cash reward, Abitibi 
provided a large collection bin, guest 
speakers, reminder magnets and lesson 
plans connecting recycling efforts to 
good citizenship and responsibility for 
protecting the environment. According 
to third grade teacher and paper drive 

"just Me and My Twin"-Teachers, staff and 
students have been seeing double this year 
thanks to the 14 sets of twins, including three 
identical, who attend Jarman! 

Classrooms with twins include: Pre
Kindergarten: Taren and Trevor Hay; Elijah 
and Kiera Mason; First Grade: Ava and 
Ghazal Motakef; Primary: Glen and Lauren 
Castillo; Allyson and Amanda Loyd; Kamryn 
and Kaitlyn Midgley; Kyryl and Roman 
Reptushenko; Third Grade: jordan and 
Matthew Ivie; Jordan and Megan White; 
Fourth Grade: Adam and Mohamad 
"Gebarin" Al-Taha; and Fifth Grade: Claire 
and Nicola Eastaway; Erin and Sean Hackett; 
and ]ames and Jonathon Tee/. 

coordinator Amber Jones, the company 
even participated in the school's 
Character Counts! program by provid
ing gold dollar awards from RCB Bank. 
Students, parents and staff gathered 
recyclable paper-including phone 
books, cardboard, catalogues, newspa
pers, etc.-from homes and businesses. 

Under the supervision of principal 
Karen Vance, students submitted ideas 
for spending the $1,000, with a final 
decision by the Student Council. 
"Though the reward is nice, the project 
wasn't about winning the money," 
Vance said. "Our main goal was to teach 
our students the great need and respon
sibility we each have in the area of con
servation." 

Children's International Art Exhibit 
Promotes Peace, Understanding 

A children's international art exhibit 
was recently displayed at Moore 
Elementary, thanks to the efforts of the 
Moore Parent-Teacher Association. The 
World Awareness 
Children's 
Mut>eum of Glen 
Falls, New York, 
provided a 21-
piece collection 
as part of the 
International 
Youth Art 
Exchange. 
Featuring the art
work of school 
children from 
around the 

pieces chosen become part of the tour
ing exhibits . 

The works of 

world, the dis
play represented 
Argentina, Bang
ladesh, Ireland, 

three Union students
who entered while 
students at Andersen 
last year-were 
included in this year's 
international tour. 
Sixth grader Brian 
Farris's artwork is 
touring schools in the 
United States, sixth 
grader Brittany Orr's 
work is touring 
Russia, and Andersen 
fifth grader Autumn 
Carson's art is includ
ed in a cultural 
exchange touring 
Romania. 

Moore students, from left, Chandler Lyster, 
Christian Shaw and Hanna Hurtado learn about 
other cultures by viewing artwork on exhibit 
(rom the World Awareness Children's Museum. 

Romania, Russia and South Africa. 

Committed to using art conceived 
through the eyes of children, the muse
um seeks to promote peace and under
standing among people of the world. 
An annual contest allows students to 
submit artwork for consideration, and 

Thirty-five art students from Moore 
submitted entries this year and hope to 
be chosen for next year' s international 
exchange. 

To visit the World Awareness Children's 
Museum online, log onto www.world
childrenmuseum.org. 
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Roundtable Luncheon for Girls Models Success 

Darnaby fifth grade girls learn from 
some of Tulsa!s most successful women 
during the school's monthly Roundtable 
Luncheon for Girls. Invited speakers 
represent a variety of professional back
grounds, including engineering, science, 

Darnaby fifth graders jenny Daer, left, and 
Amanda Knight get a close look at the badge of 
guest speaker D.]. Dunlap, special agent for 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, during a 
recent Roundtable Luncheon for Girls. 

business, education, medicine, aviation 
and journalism. The women share sto
ries of their personal and professional 
challenges, answer questions about 
their experiences, and serve as positive 
role models for pre-teen girls. 

Organized by Darnaby teacher Pam 
O'Halloran, the Roundtable Luncheon 
for Girls is based on the work of 
researcher and author Dr. Sally Reis. 
Her book, Work Left Undone, challenges 
women to mentor young girls to identi
fy talents and potential and to develop a 
plan of action for their lives. According 
to Reis, the availability of positive role 
models is an important key in girls 
learning to achieve success. 

Guest speakers have included Union 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden, Chief 
Financial Officer Debra Jacoby, and 

"Character Counts! in Beads"-Andersen 
students, from left, Tasha Webb, Amber 
Bracken, joseph Elauf and Levi Cook, 
braid wooden beads onto leather strips 
decorating a Character Counts! teepee. 
The teepee, built by Pre-Kindergarten 
teacher Chelle Cook, is displayed in the 
media center as the focal point of a 
schoolwide Character Counts! program. 
Throughout the year, teachers and staff 
have rewarded students with wooden 
beads in colors representing the six 
character pillars: red=respect; 
yellow=citizenship; blue=caring; pur
ple=responsibility; tan=fairness; and 
orange=trustworthiness. The students 
then threaded the beads onto the teepee 
to represent the school's corporate com
mitment to developing and exhibiting 
good character. 

Director of Communications Gretchen 
Haas-Bethell. Other guests have includ
ed Rebecca Lawrence, Angela Welch 
and Stephanie Kermer, aircraft engi
neers; Cindy Morrison and Deb 
McKaskey, television personalities; 
Michelle Scribner, insurance investiga
tor; D. J. Dunlap, special agent for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation; Jean 
Kelly, career consultant; Myra Golden, 
public speaker; Tracy Davis and Julie 
Guy, engineers; Dr. Betty Bassett
Higgins, veterinarian; Dr. Anne 
Harrington-Ward, pediatrician; Paula 
Chapman, corporate owner of Barna Pie 
Company; Linda Bradshaw, business 
owner; and Marcia Mitchell, director of 
The little Light House. 

"It's Cool to Be Drug-Free"--More than 1 75 
Drug-Free Youth members from the 8th 
Grade Center, Intermediate High and High 
School encouraged elementary students to 
stay drug-free during the annual disrrictwide 
fifth grade Character Counts! assembly on 
March 29. The program, which was present
ed in the Union High School Performing Arts 
Center, featured musician Ron Cole, who 
energized the students with favorite rock
and-roll tunes (rom famous artists. Cedar 
Ridge CLC fifth graders (from left) Kathryn 
Matthews and Courtney Wooten, and D-FY 
members seventh grader Nina Daroga and 
ninth grader ]ames Sisson swing to the beat 
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Parents As Teachers coordinator Cathy Duke, 
left, accepts a donation of baby quilts and dis
posable diapers, courtesy of tenth grader 
Catherine Waggy, center, and Boevers kinder
garten teacher Heather Federline. 

Every Child Needs 
A Little Pampering 

Union's Parents As Teachers (PAT), a 
free and voluntary early childhood pro
gram, was recently showered with gifts 
of diapers and quilts, thanks to the 
efforts of a teacher and a student. 

Heather Federline, a Boevers kinder
garten teacher and graduate student at 
Northeastern State University in Broken 
Arrow, organized a diaper drive, dubbed 
"Every Child Needs a Little Pampering," 
as part of a service learning project 
required by one of her courses. Boevers 
students and staff collected more than 
80 packages of disposable diapers, 
donating them to the Union PAT pro
gram and to Emergency Infant Services. 

Catherine Waggy, a tenth grader at the 
Intermediate High, made several baby 
quilts to be distributed to new mothers 
and their babies. Catherine chose to 
support the PAT program in an effort to 
earn a Gold Award, the highest honor in 
Girl Scouting. 

Parents As Teachers serves families 
with children from birth to age five liv
ing within the school district 
Coordinator Cathy Duke said donations 
are greatly appreciated and are distrib
uted directly to parents served by the 
program. To learn more about PAT, 
contact Duke at 641-3013. 
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Union Announces 
Administrative 

Changes 

Union athletic director Benny Dixon 
and assistant athletic director Bill 
Blankenship now have new titles and 
responsibilities. Dixon is the new direc
tor of Union's 
Multipurpose 
Activity 
Center and 
marketing 
while 
Blankenship 
has become 
the new direc
tor of athlet
ics. Union 
superintend
ent Cathy 
Burden says 
the adminis
trative 

Benny Dixon 

changes are being made now in antici
pation of the 2003 opening of the activ
ity center currently under construction 
on the Union High School campus, 6636 
S. Mingo Road. 

"We need someone to plan now for the 
comprehensive sales and marketing that 
are associated with operating a center of 
this size," explained Dr. Burden. "Mr. 
Dixon will be in charge of scheduling all 
kinds of student and community events 
as well as overseeing the concessions, 
student store and wellness center that 
are to be housed in the building," she 
said. 

The versatile Multipurpose Activity 
Center includes an approximately 5,700 
seat arena, office space and dressing 
rooms and is designed to accommodate 

Bill Blankenship 

a wide array of 
activities such 
as music con
certs, fine arts 
and athletic 
events, large 
assemblies, 
craft fairs and 
trade shows. 

Blankenship, 
who has led 
Redskin teams 
into four state 
championship 
game appear

ances and has held a 102-23 record in 
ten seasons, will continue his head foot
'ball coaching responsibilities when he 
takes over as athletic director. 

An assistant athletic director is expect
ed to be selected soon. 

As part of April's YouthArts! 2002, the district's student fine arts festival, the High School Repertory 
Theatre presents "The Tempest." Cast members include: from left ro right, Rachel Wolfe, Caroline 
Mason, Alan Goodale, john Barraza, Angela Finch and Paul Hartford. 
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Traditional & CLC 
School Calendars for 2002-2003 

After review by the PTA, Union Classroom Teachers' Association 
and the administration, the Union Board of Education adopted 
the following school calendar. 

Continuous Learning Calendar (CLC) dates are indicated with an 
asterisk ('') if the dates are the same as the Traditional Learning 
Calendar (TLC). 

CLC First Day of School ........................... July 24 
Professional Days'' ... .... ......... . .. . .. August 12, 13 & 14 
TLC First Day of School ... ..... .............. . .. August 15 
Labor Day'' . ...... . ..... .. .... .. ............ September 2 
End CLC First Quarter . .. ...... . . . . ... ... . ... September 27 
End TLC First Quarter ... ...... . ... .. ..... .. .... October 16 
CLC Fall Intersession .............. September 30- October 18 
Fall Vacation* .. ... .. ...... .... ...... .... .. . October 17-18 
Parent/Teacher Conferences* .. ...... . . ...... . ... October 2 5 
Thanksgiving Vacation* . ... ........ ..... . .. November 27-29 
End of First Semester'' . . .................. .. .. December 20 
Winter Vacation'' ........... .. .... . .. December 23-January 3 
Classes Resume* ....................... . . . ..... January 6 
Martin Luther King Day'' . . ........ . ........ .. ... January 20 
Professional Days (all grades)'' ....... . ...... February 17 & 18 
End Third Quarter* .... .. ................ .. ...... March 7 
Spring Vacation .... .... .... ...... ... .... .. .. March 17-21 
CLC Spring Intersession ... .... . .. . ........ March 17-April4 
Parent/ Teacher Conferences (all grades)* .. .. . . .. . ... April 18 
TLC Last Day of Classes . .. .. . .. ...... ..... . ..... .. May 23 
Memorial Day (CLC) .. .. ......... .. . ... . . ...... .... May 26 
CLC Last Day of Classes ........................... June 9 

Two (2) snow days have been built into both calendars 
to allow for possible inclement weather. 

A 
8 
c 
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Lighting the Candles! 
Curriculum Highlights 

Ninth Graders Test Character 
on Ropes Course 

A unique program combining Character 
Counts! and the Union Challenge 
Adventure 
Ropes Course is 
allowing the 
district's ninth 
graders to learn 
valuable life les
sons as part of 
a curriculum 
pilot project 
partially fund
ed by a state 
character edu
cation grant 
offered through 
the Oklahoma 
State 
Department of 
Education. 

to challenge them to work through their 
limitations," said Williams, explaining 
that the course encourages the develop
ment of leadership skills and personal 
accountability, and is part of the dis

trict's overall student 
assistance programs. 

Ninth grade English 
teacher Deborah Mooney 
said the benefits of the 
program have been evident 
in the classroom as well. 
"After spending the day on 
the ropes course, students 
returned to class having 
formed obvious bonds 
with their classmates," she 
said. "They were definitely 
more willing to work with 
and help each other." She 
added that some students 
showed improved partici
pation in class discussions 
and were more willing to 
ask questions. 

More than 800 
district ninth 
graders have 
volunteered to 
participate in 
the day-long 
program, con
ducted on the 

Ninth grader Felipe Martinez takes to the air 
under the watchful superviSion of 
teacher/ropes course facilitator Steve 
Randall. 

The Union Challenge 
Adventure Ropes Course is 
considered one of the 
largest and best outdoor, 

ropes course 
located on the campus 
Intermediate High School. 

of the 

Under the supervision of ropes course 
supervisor Travis Sewell and faculty 
members who are trained facilitators, 
students navigate the challenge course 
while relying on the support and assis
tance of fellow team members. 

According to Danny Williams, student 
assistance and ropes course coordina
tor, the program incorporates outdoors
experiential learning to encourage stu
dents' character development by teach
ing them about cooperation, communi
cation, caring, responsibility, trust and 
support. "One of the great things about 
the project is that it gives kids the 
chance to experience success working 
within a group," Williams said. "The 
ropes course forces them to rely on 
their team members and to face situa
tions they might normally bypass when 
given the opportunity. It also gives them 
the experience of working together with 
others on solving problems." 

experience-based educa
tion programs in the state and is in 
demand by student organizations, ath
letic teams, faculty groups, businesses 
and community organizations. 

.Children 
Learn 

From the 
Past 

illustrate details of days gone by. Dolls 
represent the colonial period, Spanish 
War, pioneer frontier, Civil War , 
Industrial Era, Depression and World 
War II. Each doll is accompanied by a 
storybook that tells the story of that 
period in American history through the 
experiences of a nine-year-old girl. 

Third grade teacher Leigh Ann Keller 
was the first to incorporate the 
American Girls, accessories and accom
panying lessons into her classroom. "I 
stumbled onto the American Girl cur
riculum and found that the students 
loved the stories because they experi
enced history through a child's eyes," 
she said. "The dolls are not just toys
they are characters from books and 
each makes her particular time period 
come alive." 

Developed in the 1980s, the dolls are 
the brainchild of elementary teacher 
Pleasant Rowland, who created them as 
an educational tool to make history 
more interesting for her students. The 
lessons integrate history, reading, lan
guage arts and character development. 
Though named for the female charac
ters, the stories contain strong male 
characters and appeal to both girls and 
boys alike. 

Plots include action and adventure, and 
authentic reproduction accessories pro
vide students with a realistic look at 
what it was like to live during that peri
od of history. 

The kits are now being used by teachers 
in the third, fourth and fifth grades, and 
Peters faculty members are conducting 
workshops to share information with 
other teachers in the district. 

"The program allows students to identi
fy and develop personal strengths and 

The past has 
become the 
present at 
Peters 
Elementary, 
where a liter
ature-based 
social studies 
program, 
"History and 
Heritage," 
incorporates 
a series of 
seven histori
cally accurate 
dolls, the 
American 
G i r l s 
Collection, to 

Peters students and teachers display dolls and accessories that have been incor· 
porated into the ~chao/'s social scienc~ curriculum. From left, are: Brianna Argo, 
T~n_ner Shust, th1rd grade teacher Le1gh Ann Keller, Christine Wang·, media spe
Cialist Kay Leslie and Andrew Butler. 
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Extended Day Program Offers Before- and After-School Fun 

Families with students attending 
Union elementary schools can take 
advantage of the Extended Day 
Program (EDP), a safe, alternative, edu
cational childcare service providing 
on-site supervision both before and 
after school. 

Licensed by the Department of Human 
Services, EDP is administered through 
the Community Education Department 
at each of the district's elementary 
sites and is staffed by qualified super
visors and staff. It offers care before 
(7:00-8:55 a.m.) and after (3:25-6:00 
p.m.) school. Children may be enrolled 
in either or both sessions. 

More than 800 are enrolled and many 
choose to participate in special holiday 
and summer camps. Morning program 
activities include board games, physi
cal activities and crafts. The afternoon 
session provides snacks and more 
structured activities to help students 
unwind after the school day. Quiet 
homework stations are provided dur
ing both sessions and all activities fol
low a structured curriculum. 

Grove EDP supervisor Megan Copeland, front left, treats 
a case of student spring fever with an after-school visit to 
the playground, accompanied, clockwise, by Dalin 
Ballard, Steven Cowan and Alec jackson. 

Students are offered supervised use o 
school resources, including the media 
center, gymnasium and playground. 

EDP enrollment forms and fee sched
ules are available at the Education 
Service Center, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 
Learn more by telephoning 461-3409 or 
visiting online at www.unionps.org. 

A Special Thanks to Visteon 

The EDP recently received a $5 ,000 
grant from the Visteon Corporation 
for the purchase of televisions and 
VCRs for showing educational videos. 

In addition to providing the EDP grant, 
Visteon recently partnered with Union 
Public Schools to present two employee 
programs, including diabetic educa
tion/screening and the KOTV Channel 
6 Wild Weather Show. Programs were 
conducted at the Union Education 
Service Center for both Visteon and dis
trict employees. Though inclement 
weather postponed the Wild Weather 
Show, organizers hope to reschedule it. 

Cedar Ridge CLC Students Test-Drive 'eBus' 
Students and teachers from Cedar Ridge 
Elementary's Continuous Learning 
Calendar Program (CLC) recently board
ed an "eBus," a technology enhanced 
mobile classroom, to "test-drive" the lat
est in educational computer software 
programs. 

As part of a CLC intersession activity, 
students visited the 40-foot bus, outfit
ted with 12 fully networked computer 
stations, to experiment with state-of-

Proficiency-Based 
Testing Dates Announced 

for July 2002 
Proficiency-based testing provides 
the opportunity for students to 
move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course 
and/or grade level based upon 
mastery of the Oklahoma Priority 
Academic Student Skills (PASS) 
objectives. 

The next opportunity for testing 
will be during the week of July 8, 
2002. Contact Cathy Collins at 
459-4677 for grades K-5 or Sally 
Jones at 459-4441 for grades 6-11. 

the-art educational software in reading, 
math, science and social studies. 

According to Cathy Collins, elementary 
principal for 
Community 
Education, the 
primary goal 
of the event 
was to intro
duce a new 
software, the 
Waterford 
Early Reading 
Program, that 
will be pur
chased for the 
English-as-a
Second 
Language 
(ESL) program 
with school 
bond funds. 
"This is a 
unique oppor
tunity to give 
students and 

Cedar Ridge was one of only two 
Oklahoma stops for the eBus, which is 
on a 12-month tour of one hundred 
cities in the United States. The tour is 

faculty the Clark CLC second grader Allie Kissinger takes her turn at the computer as a pas-
chance to test senger on the eBus mobile classroom. 

these programs," she said. "It's impor
tant to see first-hand how beneficial and 
easy it is to implement educational soft
ware in the classroom, especially for our 
younger students." 

sponsored by Electronic Education, ~ 
division of Pearson Education, one of 
the largest K-12 educational publishers. 
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Enroll . for Students Named State Reflections Winners 

For further information, contact ele
mentary summer school principal Cathy 
Collins at 459-4677. 

Secondary 
(current 6-12 students) 

Enhanced Credit & Remediation 
June 5-27 & July 1-26 

Courses: English, history, math, science 
and electives (selected interests); 

Basic Skills Class (Grades 6-8) covering 
arts, math, reading and study skills; 

Driver Education (Grades 9-12) 
Mon.-Fri., 7:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Union 

Intermediate High, 7616 S. Garnett 

Enrollment will be at the Union High 
School office during the month of May, 
and evening enrollment will be May 29 & 
30 at the Intermediate High, 5-8 p.m. 
. or further information, contact second
ary summer school principal Sallie Rose 
Jones at 459-4441. 

The following Union students were 
among the 16 state winners earning 
Awards of Excellence (first place) in 
the 2001-2002 Oklahoma Reflections 
cultural arts program: Christian 
Ackmann, Darnaby - Literature/ 
Primary Division & Music/Primary 
Division; Jacky Shan, Jarman - Visual 
Arts/ Primary Division; Geoffrey Gill, 
Cedar Ridge - Visual Arts/Intermediate 
Division; Krystal Fitzsimonds, 
Intermediate High - Photography I 
Senior Division. 

Award of Excellence winners were 
selected from entries in four age divi
sions and in four categories: litera
ture, music, visual arts and photogra
phy. The winning entries have been 
submitted for judging by the National 
PTA Reflections program. 

Eleven Union students received 
Awards of Merit in the State 
Reflections program: Adrienne Fulton, 
8th Grade Center - Literature/Junior 
Division & Visual Arts/ Junior Division; 
Mike Williams, Union High School -
Literature/Senior Division; Nathan 
Hughes, Grove - Visual Arts/Primary 
Division; Jordan Matlock, 8th Grade 
Center - Visual Arts/ Junior Division; 
Nancy Chen, 8th Grade Center -

Visual Arts/Junior Division; Melissa 
Nichols, Darnaby - Music/ Primary 
Division; Elaine Shan, 6th/7th Grade 
Center - Music/Junior Division; Dalton 
Coyle, Jarman - Photography /Primary 
Division; Calleigh Sexton, Moore -
Photography/ Primary Division; Elyse 
Elkins, 6th/7th Grade Center 
Photography / Junior Division; Whitney 
Walters, 8th Grade Center 
Photography / Junior Division. 

Reading Tests for 
Licenses Scheduled 

A summer date has been set for stu
dents needing to retake the reading 
test necessary to obtain an Oklahoma 
driver's license or permit. The Reading 
Proficiency Test will be given on June 
24 at 3:30 P.M. at the Extended 
Education Building, 5656 S. 129th E. 
Ave. 

Each student is eligible for one retake 
at no charge with subsequent tests 
costing $25 each. Preregistration for 
this year's test is not necessary. 
Students should arrive fifteen minutes 
early and bring their own pencils. 
Results will be available at 5:00 P.M. 

'Bus Boutique' Takes Fashion On The Road 
Fashion bou
tiques don't 
often reside 
in big, red 
school buses, 
but such is 
the case with 
the 'Bus 
Boutique,' a 
service spon
sored by the 
Parent
Teacher 
Association 
in conjunc
tion with the 
Klothes 
Kloset, a gen
tly used 
clothing out
let located in 
the 6th/7th 
Grade Center. 

From left, Klothes Kloset co-chairs Tammie Waggy, Nona Nordstog, 
Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden, and co-chair Chris Krasz survey inventory 
aboard the Bus Boutique, a mobile outreach of the PTA clothing store, prior to 
stops at three elementary schools. 

The Bus Boutique is a traveling clothing 
delivery system delivering donated chil
dren's clothing to school sites in order 
to meet the needs of Union families. 
The bus is specially equipped with dis
play cabinets and hanging racks, allow-

ing the rolling store to offer a wide 
selection of children's clothing, coats 
and shoes. 

According to Tammie Waggy, Klothes 
Kloset co-chairman, the Bus Boutique 
served an important purpose during 

the winter months, distributing warm 
winter clothing and coats to students 
and families across the district. "We 
were able to move over 80 pieces of 
clothing per school visit," she said, 
explaining that in addition tci used 
clothing, the bus also distributed new 
underwear, hats and mittens donated by 
Union families. 

Bus Boutique stops were coordinated 
through school counselors, who con
tacted the Klothes Kloset coordinators 
to schedule on-site shopping hours dur
ing the school day. The bus was 
stocked through efforts of PTA volun
teers, and then driven by members of 
the Union transportation department to 
the school site. All items, donated by 
Union families, were distributed at no 
charge. 

Waggy said the success of the Bus 
Boutique was a direct result of the gen
erosity of district patrons and the assis
tance of the transportation staff. "The 
Union transportation department has 
bent over backwards to accommodate 
our schedules and to provide drivers to 
make sure the bus got to each stop." 
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If you have driven past the High School 
lately, you've probably seen the metal 
skeleton of Union's Multipurpose 
Activity Center (MAC). As it towers to 
the south of Union Tuttle Stadium, the 
MAC is a striking reminder of the for
ward-thinking and supportive spirit that 
drives the Union community. Thanks to 
positive outcomes at the polls for the 
past two years, your bond dollars are at 
work on a facility that will afford our 
students an exciting array of learning 
experiences and will serve the entire 
community as well. 

All of us---
Board of 
Education 
members, dis
trict employ
ees, families 
and students
-- take great 
pride in what 
we have and 
what we are 
able to accom
;>lish with it. 
We realize 
that we can never take this supportive 
community for granted, nor can we back 
away from challenges that threaten 
progress. State funding cuts, which are 
a constant concern for us, are more 
unpredictable than ever, making local 
support at the polls all the more critical. 

On May 14, Union patrons have the 
opportunity to decide an important 
bond issue that will ensure reliable 
transportation services for the thou
sands of students who ride our buses 
each day. We are asking for 14 regular 
route school buses to replace those that 
have clocked more than 100,000 miles 
and have become unreliable and too 
expensive to repair. We are also seeking 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in 
October and January by Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. 
It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy 
Burden is Superintendent of Schools. 
Gretchen Haas-Bethel! is Communications 
Director/Editor. The Communicator staff 
includes Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and 
Shannon Phillips. Periodicals postage paid at 
Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 5656 S. 
!29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134·6711, or call 
459-3305. 

approval to purchase four smaller buses 
equipped with chair lifts for our stu
dents with special needs; two student 
activity buses designed for longer dis
tance travel; and one support vehicle. 
Passage of the proposal will not 
increase property taxes. 

I hope you will make it a point to vote 
Tuesday, May 14, and that you will 
encourage your eligible neighbors and 
family members to vote too. As always, 
your continued support is appreciated. 

On Tuesday, May 14, voters are 
asked to decide a bond proposal that 
will take care of the district's trans
portation needs through the next 
two years, without raising taxes. 

Proposition: $1.5 million 
e 14 regular route buses 
• 4 special education buses 

equipped with chair lifts 
• 2 student activity buses 
e 1 support vehicle 

Passage will NOT increase taxes! 

Enrollment Center 
Announces 

Summer Hours 
All students new to the district and for
mer students who have withdrawn from 
the district must complete enrollment 
at the district Enrollment Center in the 
Union Extended Education Building 
(directly north of the Education Service 
Center), 5656 S. 129th E. Ave. All stu
dents must be residents of the Union 
Public School district, living with a par
ent or legal guardian. 

The Enrollment Center will be open dur
ing the summer on the following dates: 

• May 1-31: Monday through 
Friday, 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 
(Closed Memorial Day, May 27) 

• June 3-Aug. 2: Monday through 
Thursday, 7 a.m.-6 p.m. 
(Closed Fridays) 

• July 1-5: 8 a.m. -5 p.m., 
(Closed July 4) 

• Aug. 5, 6, 7 & 9: 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 
• Thursday, Aug. 8: 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 
• Monday, Aug. 12: 1 p.m.-7 p.m. 
• Aug. 13-15: 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 
• Starting Aug. 16: Monday through 

Friday, 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 

To learn more about documents 
required for enrollment, call the 
Enrollment Center at 459-4686. 

CLC Enrollment Deadline is May 15 

Parents of elementary school students 
interested in enrolling in Union's 
Continuous Learning Calendar (CLC) 
program are asked to sign up by May 
15. Results of a recent survey indicate 
a significant level of interest in the 
CLC option, with possible expansion 
of the program at Clark Elementary, 
but not enough potential participants 
to offer the program at the Union 
Sixth Grade Center next school year. 
Interest has also been expressed in 
offering CLC for incoming kindergart
ners at the existing hub sites (Clark, 
Cedar Ridge and Peters), but it is too 
soon to determine if that is feasible. 

CLC is a voluntary program that pro
motes year-round learning by spread
ing the school year over a 12-month 
period (rather than the traditional 
nine months) and includes shorter, 
more frequent breaks throughout the 
year. Information videos (in English 
and Spanish) and enrollment forms 
are available at all the elementary 
schools and at the enrollment center, 
5656 S. 129th E. Avenue. For more 
information contact Community 
Education principal Cathy Collins at 
459-4677. 

Cedar Ridge CLC students participate in a spring 
intersession program on Chinese culture. 
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ACT 
"Super Saturday" is Back! 

Back by popular demand, the "Super 
Saturday" ACT prep class will be offered 
on May 11, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the 
Intermediate High School. Secondary 
students preparing to take college 
entrance exams can enroll in the one
day program, which is designed to pro
vide students with test-taking strate
gies. Enrollment fee is $15 per class, 
payable on the day of the class; lunch 
will be on your own. 

Scholarships are available and fees for 
Native American students will be paid 
by the Title IX Indian Education grant. 
To learn more, or to register for the pro
gram, contact Kathy Dodd, Director of 
Assessment, at (918) 459-3318, or visit 
the testing and assessment site on 
www.unionps.org/curriculum/curricu
lum.main. 

"Web Partners"-As the 
result of a unique part
nership with the 
University of Tulsa, 
Union High School web 
design teachers and stu
dents benefit from the 
knowledge and experi
ence of web industry 
professionals who serve 
as guest speakers and 
consultants. Dr. Kaveh 
Ashenayi, electrical engi
neering faculty member 
at the University of 
Tulsa, standing le{t, and 
Dan Rice, sales engineer 
for V,alor Telecommun
ications, right, recently 
served as guest lecturers 
in the High School web 
design class. Sharing in 
a post-class discussion 
are students, from le{t, 
Kristen Laid/ow, Laura 
Traylor and David Love. 

High School Business Students 
Take Fifth Graders on World Tour 

As part of a special assignment, High 
School international business students 
recently 
provided 
a Briar
glen fifth 
grade 
class with 
a whirl
wind tour 
of several 
countries. 
The proj
ect, direct
ed by 
business 
teacher 
Deena 
Shelton, 
included 
an exhibit 
of each 
country's 
geogra
phy, food, 
games, 
crafts 
and-rep
resenting 
its com-
merce

High School student Lindsay Allison 
shares facts about the Netherlands 
with Briarglen students, pictured 
front to back, Jamie Vue, Brittany 
Fox and Zack Chandler. 

sample imports and exports. 

High School students created booth 
exhibits and appeared in costume to 
represent various cultures. To prepare 
for the trip, the younger students stud
ied travel and created their own pass
ports which were stamped as they visit
ed each place, including England, 

Vietnam, Egypt, South America, 
Australia, Mexico and the Netherlands. 

According to Briarglen fifth 
grade teacher ]ami Roberts, 
the younger students 
enjoyed the sights, tastes 
and sounds of the interna
tional exhibit. "The global 
business project was an 
enlightening and fun activity 
that allowed us to learn 
about cultures other than 
our own and to travel to far
off places without leaving 
home!" 

Shelton said the internation
al project allowed her High 
School students the opportu

Lindsay Allison "monkeys 
around" with one of the guest 
stars of the event. 

nity to work 
in teams and 
to take a 
hands-on 
approach to 
learning. 
"Interacting 
with the 
younger chil-
dren also 
placed a 
responsibili
ty upon them 
to provide a 
fun and cre
ative atmos
phere while 

learning more about international cul
tures and the global economy," she con
cluded. 

NION 
Graduation 
Celebration 

2002 
"Cruising into the Future" 

Graduation Celebration, a post-gradua
tion event providing a fun, safe, alcohol
and drug-free environment for Union 
High School seniors, is set for May 17 at 
Union Intermediate High School. This 
year's theme, "Cruising into the Future," 
will provide a backdrop for a variety of 
games, food, entertainment and activi
ties. Ticket information and parent per
mission forms are available at 
www.unionps.org. 

The Graduation Celebration planning 
committee, under the leadership of 
Suzanne Guy, is seeking parent and 
community support for the event. 
Individual and corporate donations of 
merchandise, prizes, gift certificates, 
food or cash will entitle the donor's 
name to be prominently displayed dur
ing the event. A tax-deductible receipt 
will be provided upon request. 

More than 85% of last year's senior class 
attended Graduation Celebration and a 
similar turnout is expected this year. To 
help provide a safe and memorable 
evening for UHS graduates, please m Qi.l 
donations to: Graduation Celebration, 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo, 
Tulsa, OK 74133. 

To learn more, contact Suzanne Guy at 
492-7731 or Knarig Alajaji at 25 2-5393. 
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James Kerr Named 2001-2002 District Teacher of the Year 

Eighth Grade Center sci
ence teacher James Kerr 
has been named Union's 
Teacher of the Year. The 
announcement was made 
on February 26 during an 
afternoon reception at 
the Union 6th/ 7th Grade 
Center. Kerr was chosen 
Teacher of the Year by 
the Union Professional 
Development Committee 
in recognition of his out
standing service to the 
district and his represen
tation of the teaching 
profession. 

teachers," he explained 
"In this exciting envi 
ronment, I am an inter
ested investor, richly 
funded by the creative 
energy of my students 
and peers." 

Kerr was selected from 
a field of seventeen 
building-level Teachers 
of the Year, all of whom 
were honored during 
the reception, based on 
qualifications provided 
by the State of 
Oklahoma Teacher of 
the Year program. He 
will now represent the 
district in the competi
tion for State Teacher of 
the Year. 

The Teacher of the Year 

Kerr is a graduate of Oral 
Roberts University and 
Butler University with 
bachelor's degrees in 
music education and 
biology. He has taught at 
Union for nine years and 
recently received 
National Teacher Certi
fication in early adoles
cent science. 

Union Public Schools building Teachers of the Year, front ~ow, from t?P to bottom left: reception was span
Connie Miller, ]ami Roberts, Alicia Abbott, second row: M_ells_sa Lord~ Lznda Montgomery, sored by CMW 
Patt Mica/, judi Hill, Deena Churchill, Colleen Gold, Gen Stites, Amta Thornton, Teresa Financial and prize con
Moore, third row: Karen Franklin, Karen DeBoer, joan Chandler, ]ames Kerr and Rhonda tributors were The 

Friday. ment in earth science. "Early adoles- Bistro, Abuelo's, On the Border, The 

Kerr says his daily goal as a teacher is to 
build upon student interest and involve-

cents respond to adventurous teaching Green Onion, Allure Salon, Miss 
strategies and embrace cooperative and Jackson's Penthouse Salon, Southwes 
innovative learning as modeled by their Airlines and VIP limo. 

Record Contributions Earn 
District Employees Top Honors 

The Union Building Level Teachers of 
the Year include: Connie Miller, 
Reading Specialist, Andersen; Linda 
Montgomery, Third Grade, Boevers; 
}ami Roberts, Fifth Grade, Briarglen; 
Joan Chandler, Fifth Grade CLC, Cedar 
Ridge; Teresa Moore, Special Education, 
Clark Judi Hill, First Grade, Darnaby; 
Kare~ Franklin, 3rd/4th Grade Looping, 
Grove; Geri Stites, Music, Jarman; Anita 
Thornton, Fourth Grade, McAuliffe; 
Rhonda Friday, Art, Moore; Colleen 
Gold, Third Grade CLC, Peters; Karen 
DeBoer, Social Studies, Sixth Grade 
Center Deena Churchill, American 
Histor~, Seventh Grade Center; Melissa 
Lord English and Leadership, 
Inter~ediate High School; Patt Mical, 
Science and Math, Alternative School; 
and Alicia Abbott, Special Education, 
Union High School. 

The Tulsa Area United Way presented 
its prestigious "Chairman's Key Club 

As chairman of this year's Tulsa area United 
Way Campaign, Francis Rooney, President and 
CEO of Manhattan Construction Company, pre· 
sented Superintendent Cathy Burden with 
Union's award. 

Award" to Union Public Schools recently 
for more than doubling its number of 
Key Club members, those employees 
who make individual contributions of 
$500 to the United Way. There were 43 
Union Key Club members this year com
pared to 20 last year. Union is the first 
school district to achieve the designa
tion and finished ahead of a number of 
large corporations for the award. 
Overall employee contributions totaled 
an impressive $123,000, a 43% increase 
over last year. 

"Union employees really got into the 
spirit of giving during this year's United 
Way campaign, especially in response to 
the tragic events of September 11," 
explained Union's campaign chair
woman Cathy Collins. "Students also 
played a key role in our success as they 
conducted penny drives and various 
fund-raising activities. Many families 
helped as well by choosing to donate 
their ticket refunds from the 
Union/Jenks football game that was 
cancelled in observance of the National 
Day of Mourning for victims of the 
World Trade Center and Pentagon 
bombings," Collins said. 

On the Cover 

Eighth grade science teacher ]ames 
Kerr, Union's 2001-2002 Teacher of 
the Year, leads students ({rom left) 
Ashley Brady, Tatiana Pereyra and 
Brady Gullekson in an experiment 
dealing with topography. See relat· 
ed story above. 
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Alternative School Students Mix Mystery, 
Science and Law 

As part of an exciting science and law 
project, Alternative School students 
joined forces during March to solve a 
challenging 
mock murder 
mystery. 
Under the 
direction of 
science and 
math teacher 
Patt Mical 
and law 

tion of classroom topics. "We want to 
create an opportunity for students to 
see the connections between the differ

ent disciplines," 
she explained. 
"I believe we 
were successful; 
the students 
worked very 
hard and were 
extremely 
involved." 

This was the 
second year for 
the mock mur
der mystery to 
be staged at the 
Alternative 
School. The 

teacher I attor
ney Harriet 
Chenault, stu
dents studied 
forensic 
investigation 
and trial pro
cedures to 
solve a staged 
crime. 

From left, Reese Massey and Stephanie Scherado gather 
crime scene evidence as part of a mock murder mystery. 
(Photo courtesy of student Tiffany Phillips) 

project was 
developed and 
funded through 

Mical and 
Chenault scripted the murder mystery 
that included a role for every staff 
member. Math teacher Bob Buck played 
the role of the prime suspect, English 
teacher Tim Neller was chief witness, 
and Chenault served as the presiding 
judge. 

Following the staging of the mock mur
der, school resource officers arrested 
the "suspect" and students formed 
prosecution and defense teams. 
Forensic science students served as 
investigators and expert witnesses, 
while students from other classes were 
selected to serve on the jury. The arrest, 
jury selection and trial were viewed by 
the entire student body. 

According to Mical, while the exercise is 
entertaining, the real goal of the project 
is to show students real-world applica-

Seventh Grade Center Student 
Council members Michelle 
Cahalen, left, and Brenna 
O'Toole, greet Tulsa Police 
Officer W.C. Carr and his part· 
ner, Rexo, following the pair's 
recent visit to the Seventh 
Grade leadership class. In 
response to the visit, the class 
collected $900 from students 
and faculty to purchase heat 
monitors for Tulsa Police 
Department canine units. The 
special thermometers are 
designed to protect dogs while 
confined to the car and include 
a built-in alarm that signals 
officers when car temperatures 
approach dangerous levels. 
Michelle suggested the project 
to her classmates after watch· 
ing a television documentary 
on the training of police dogs. 

a grant from the 
Union Schools Education Foundation. 
Based on last year's mystery, Mical was 
also named a finalist in the State Farm 
Good Neighbor Teaching Award pre
sented for innovative teaching ideas. 

Secondary Report Card 
Information 

Graduating seniors may pick up final 
transcripts at the High School begin
ning Thursday, June 13, and continu
ing throughout the summer. Hours 
are Monday through Thursday, 9-11 
a.m. and 1-3 p.m. 

Report cards for students completing 
sixth grade through twelfth grade will 
be mailed. 

Advanced Placement 
Program Goes 'On The 

Road' 

The Advanced Placement (AP) program 
took to the road in February for a visit 
to the Intermediate High School, where 
students experienced first-hand the 

Advanced Placement Biology student Myles 
Mumford, left, talks Director of Secondary 
Curriculum Kirt Hartzler, through a lab exper· 
iment during a recent "AP Road Show" at the 
Intermediate High. (Courtesy photo) 

many opportunities awaiting them in AP 
classes. Students, along with their par
ents, were provided enrollment infor
mation as an encouragement to choose 
science classes that will academically 
challenge and prepare them for college. 

Advanced Placement and pre-AP teach
ers and counselors were on hand to 
answer parent and student questions, to 
promote enrollment in science courses, 
and to demonstrate some of the labs 
involved in AP science classes. In addi
tion, current AP students offered peer 
counseling and helped demonstrate lab 
exercises. 

According to Kirt Hartzler, Director of 
Secondary Curriculum, the "AP Road 
Show" proved successful in increasing 
enrollment for next year's AP chemistry, 
biology, and advanced physiology class
es. "More students than ever before are 
challenging themselves academically by 
enrolling in our pre-AP and Advanced 
Placement classes," said Hartzler. "The 
increased enrollment numbers also indi
cate that our students realize the impoP
tance of taking more challenging cours
es to better prepare themselves for col
lege." 

To learn more about the Union AP pro
gram, visit online at www.unionps.org 
or www.collegeboard.com. 
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Redskin Coach Honored by ORU Hall of Fame 
Union Redskin head baseball coach and 
Oral Roberts University Hall of Fame 
member Bill Springman was honored 
during induction ceremonies at a recent 
Golden Eagle basketball game. 

Springman, who has served as the 
Redskin head coach for two years , is one 
of only 18 members of the ORU Hall of 
Fame, and was inducted in 1984 for his 
baseball contributions during the 1976-
78 seasons. Through the Hall of Fame, 
ORU recognizes former athletes who 
have obtained national recognition on 
an amateur or professional level while 
attending and after leaving ORU. 

Following graduation, Springman played 
professional baseball with the California 
Angels AAA team. He coached at both 
collegiate and professional levels, 
including Pepperdine University and the 
Minnesota Twins, before accepting the 
head coaching position at Union. 

Redskin head baseball coach Bill Springman signs an autograph for Darnaby fourth grader Andrea 
Unruh during Oral Roberts Hall of Fame ceremonies on February 16. (Courtesy photo) 

Three Union second graders recently won a national championship in a 3 v 3 soccer tournament 
played at Walt Disney's Wide World of Sports Complex in Orlando, Florida. Members of the team 
include, from left, Ashley Martin (Darnaby); Katelyn Rohling (Peters); Madison Mercado, from 
Sapulpa; and Kendall Godfrey (Darnaby). The girls remained undefeated during the tournament, 
which included teams from around the nation. They won the championship in an exciting over
time game against a Colorado team. (Courtesy photo) 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

Gold 
Key 

Passes 

Union Public Schools would like to 
extend an invitation to its senior citi
zens to become Gold Key Club members 
and attend any of our school-sponsored 
activities free of charge. 

The Gold Key Pass gives Union residents 
living on a retirement income or who are 
at least 62 years of age free admittance 
to home athletic events as well as the 
many outstanding performances and 
programs hosted by the Union Fine Arts 
Department. 

For more information about obtaining a 
Gold Key Pass, contact the Union 
Education Service Center at 459-3 301. 


