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Q. Why is passage of this bond proposition important to 
Union? 

A. The district's general fund is for salaries, utilities and 
other recurring operating expenses. It is through the 
issuance of bonds that Union is able to pay for capital expen
ditures such as textbooks, instructional technology, equip
ment and construction. That is why you see those items on 
bond propositions almost every year. Without bond propo
sitions, the district would have to tap into its general fund to 
pay for the facilities and instructional tools our children 
need, leaving little money to hire teachers or conduct daily 
operations. 

Q. How will passage of this bond proposition affect my 
taxes? 

A. Because the district pays off existing bonds and its prop
erty base continues to grow, that portion of estimated ad val
orem tax attributed to Union Public Schools is not expected 
to increase with passage of the bond proposition. 

Q. Why is my vote important? 

A. Contrary to most elections in which a simple majority 
carries an issue, state law requires school bond propositions 
to pass by at least a 60% super majority. Starting with such 
a disadvantage makes each vote that much more critical. 
Please remember to cast your ballot February 12! 

Q. Where to vote? 

A. Vote at your regular polling place used in county, state, 
and national elections. If you are unsure where to vote, 
please call the Tulsa County Election Board office at 596-
5780. Polls are open 7 A.M. to 7 P.M. 

Precinct Polling Places & Addresses 
Union Djstrict No.9 

96- Regency Park Nazarene Church, 8707 E. 51 
100- Hicks Recreation Center, 3443 S. Mingo 
101 -Garnett Church of Christ, 12000 E. 31 

102- Briarglen Elementary School, 3303 S. 121 E. Ave. 
103 -Rockwood Village, 4130 S. 104 E. Ave. 

105 - Boevers Elementary School, 3433 S. 133 E. Ave. 
118 - Society of Expl. Geophysicists, 8801 S. Yale 

128 -Eagle Point Day Room, 5808 E. 71 
133 - Christian Chapel, 7807 E. 76 

134 - Central Church of the Nazarene, 7291 E. 81 
135 -Calvary Bible Church, 8555 E. 91 
136- Tulsa Bible Church, 8720 E. 61 

137- Hardesty library, 6737 S. 85 E. Ave. 
138 - Suncrest Baptist Church, 6110 S. 99 E. Ave. 

150- Metropolitan Insurance Co. Lobby, 12902 E. 51 
151- Jarman Elementary, 9015 E. 79th 

160- Sawmill Apt. Clubroom, 12903 E. 35 Pl. 
169 - Country Club of Woodland Hills, 633 3 S. 91 E. Ave. 

175 - Heatherridge Baptist Church, 6901 E. 91 
405 - Forest Park Christian Church, 9102 S. Mingo 

4 53 - Franciscan Villa, 1 7111 E. 51; B.A. 
454 - Forest Hills Assisted Living, 4304 W. Houston, B.A. 
458 - St. Benedict's Scholastic Center, 2205 W. Ithica; B.A. 

460 - Tulsa Tech S.E. Campus, 4600 S. Olive; B.A. 
465 -Union 8th Grade Center, 6501 S. Garnett; B.A. 

468- St. Michaels Episcopal Church, 8837 S. Garnett; B.A. 

Voter Registration 
Voter registration books close Friday, january 18. (24 days 
prior to the election) Completed registration forms must bf 
postmarked by january 18. You can obtain a registration 
form at any Union school site, the Union Education Service 
Center, or the Tulsa County Election Board. For more infor
mation, call the Tulsa County Election Board at 596-5789 or 
596-5780. 

Absentee Balloting 
Absentee ballots must be requested by 5:00 P.M. on 
Wednesday, February 6. (Wednesday prior to the election.) 
Completed and notarized absentee ballots must be mailed 
back and received by Election Board by 7:00 P.M. on election 
day. Walk-In absentee balloting at the Election Board office 
(555 N. Denver) is 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Thursday, Friday 
and Monday- February 7, 8 and 11, 2002. For more informa
tion, call the Tulsa County Election Board at 596-5767 or 
596-5780. 
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Boys and girls in Gretchen Mcintyre's McAuliffe kindergarten class show their true patriotic colors for a parade past cameras in the 
school's television studio. The event provided the students with an opportunity to share lessons from American history. 
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$1 7.4 Million 
for Important 
Improvements 

Without Higher Taxes! 

"Red, White & You": A 
Message from the 

Superintendent 

Besides the family, no American 
institution affects the lives of chil
dren more directly than public 
schools. They are the backbone of 
our democracy and, as such, 
require renewed citizen commit
ment and support. For years the 
Union Public School District has 
stood as a beacon of quality edu
cation, with an excellence that 
emerges from the strength of local 
parental and community involvement. 

febRUARY 12, 2002 

Since September 11, American~ 

are reevaluating what we consider 
important. We look at our loved 
ones, our freedom and our coun
try's collective prosperity with a 
renewed sense of pride and a 
heartfelt appreciation for the 
scope of opportunities afforded 
us in a democratic society. 

Public education is as democratic 

On Tuesday, February 12, Union is asking patrons to decide 
an important $17.4-million bond proposal to provide the 
facilities and equipment needed to assist the district in 
maintaining its reputation as an outstanding school system. 
There are two parts to the proposal: 

• 
Proposition I- $16.4 million 

for capital improvements & equipment 

A Fine Arts wing at Union High School for vocal 
and instrumental music, drama, speech and 
debate 

• Textbooks, instructional equipment and mat
erials for classrooms and media centers 

• Computers, software and related technology 

• Maintenance (roof replacements; sidewalk, 
concrete and fence repairs; heating and air
conditioning upgrades; painting, etc.); 
Operations equipment; and Security and safety 
equipment 

Proposition II - $1 million 
for school buses 

• 8 regular route buses 

• 2 special education buses 

+ 2 large and 2 small activity buses 

Passage of propositions will not raise taxes. 

Public education plays a vital role in maintaining the 
strength and quality of the American way of life, and local 
support is key in the continued success of Union Public 
Schools. As always, we need and appreciate your support. 
Please remember to exercise your right to vote Tuesday, 
February 12! 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is published bi-monthly with extra 
issues in October and january by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. !29th E. 
Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is Superintendent of 
Schools. Gretchen Haas-Bethell is Communications Director/Editor. 
The Communicator staff includes janie Froman, Shannon Phillips and 
Beverly Thummel. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POSTMAS
TER: Send address changes to The Communicator, 5656 S. !29th E. 
Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305 . 

and American as it gets, and the 
success of public schools is directly related to patron 
involvement and support. It is precisely parental involve
ment and community support 
that makes Union one of the 
best public school systems in 
the country. This community 
has a history of providing the 
facilities, equipment and exper
tise needed to ensure its chil
dren the opportunity to flourish 
as enlightened, responsible citi- · 
zens. 

On Tuesday, February 12, we are 
asking patrons to continue that 
support by going to the polls for 
an important school bond elec
tion. Details are outlined in this 
special issue of the Communicator, and the items listed rep
resent careful plaillling by committees at each school site. 
Passage of both propositions---one for capital improve
ments, textbooks, instructional equipment, etc., and the 
other for school buses---is vital and will not increase taxes 
thanks to Union's growing property base and the expiration 
of past bonds. 

Besides the items that we depend on voters to pass each 
year, Proposition I includes funds for a much-needed fine 
arts wing at Union High School. Our award-winning instru
mental music and performing arts programs are literally out 
of space as more families recognize the powerful effect fine 
arts education has on the quality of their children's academ
ic and social experiences. When I think how Union values 
arts education, the words of President John F. Kennedy come 
to mind: " ... the life of the arts, far from being an interrup
tion, a distraction in the life of a nation, is very close to the 
center of a nation's purpose--and it is the test of the quality 
of a nation's civilization." 

After September 11, we witnessed an outpouring of patrio
tism and generosity beyond what we had seen in years. Our 
students felt the country's deep sense of loss and poignant
ly answered President Bush's call to support those affected 
by the tragedy and subsequent war on terrorism. AJ 
overview of their impressive response is contained in tht 
centerfold of this newsletter. I invite you to take a few min
utes to read it. I also encourage you to exercise your right to 
vote February 12, and continue your involvement with Union 
Public Schools. 

Ever-growing participation in Union'~ award-~g fine arts 
programs illustrates how our familie~ recogruze and hi~hly 
value the contribution that arts education makes to the emlch
ment of stu-
dent and com
munity life. 
Union's nearly 
20-year-old 
Performing 
Arts Center is 
one of Tulsa's 
most heavily 
scheduled 
facilities of its 
size, often 
having to set 
up and strike 
equipment for 
three separate 
events on the 
same stage 
within a 24-

our period. 
The High 
School fine 
arts class-
rooms and 

+ Improving access and student traffic flow by providing 
three times more hallway space than is currently avail
able; 

+ Building two 
new instru
mental 
music 
rooms; 

+ Remodeling 
the existing 
band room 
for theater 
arts, drama, 
speech and 
debate; 

'1t's synchronized breathing back
stage when we have a performance 
underway and the orchestra's meet
ing in the choir room; then add to 
that 250 band members and their 
musical instruments in the small 
hallways nearby. It's always very 
crowded." 

Fine Arts Director Ed Tackett 

+ Moving the digital piano lab to a 
larger space in the music wing for 
better accessibility and supervision; 

• Doubling the number of practice 
rooms to ten with oversize windows 
for improved visibility and easy 
supervision; 

• Remodeling existing dressing rooms 
and adding two new band dressing 
rooms; 

+ Providing secure lockers for large and 
small musical instruments as well as 
storage for costumes, uniforms and 
equipment for theatrical and musical 
organizations; 

• Installing security cameras for hall 
ways and storage areas; 

+ Adding offices, a freight elevator and 
a music library (sheet music storage); 
and 

support areas 
are jam 
packed and 

- PRoposEd NEW AddiTION 

+ Replacing the existing loading dock 
with a larger one designed for easier 
and safer loading and unloading. 

- ExisTING FAciliTY TO bE REMOdElEd 

are quickly L---------........,--------1 
running out of room to accommodate the increasing num-
ber of students involved. 

When the High School band room was built in. 1977, there 
were only 65 band members, and the orchestra program did 
not even exist. Today there are more than 300 students in 
the high school instrumental music program. Participation 
in vocal music, drama, speech and debate has also more 
than tripled, but the space has not. The inadequacy of the 
space becomes painfully obvious anytime several events are 
underway or when the bell rings and a sea of students 
floods the narrow corridors now connecting the studios, 
practice areas and classrooms. 

With voter approval February 12, $5.2 million will be used 
to add to and renovate the existing classroom facilities, cre
ating a two-story, approximately 34,000-square-foot struc
ture designed to accommodate growth. Changes include: 

"We've put a lot of thought into the design, and we're 
excited about how it will allow us to enhance our pro
grams and continue to grow." 

Band Director Dale Barnett 

------~ 
l 
l 
' I 
' 

In the new configuration, speech, debate and drama classes 
will be moved to the remodeled band room, freeing class
room space for other uses at the high school. 

Once the measure is approved, architectural and engineering 
design work for the new fine arts wing will begin. 
Construction would be scheduled to start next fall with a 
completion date targeted for the winter of 2004. 



Districtwide McAuliffe 
Textbooks, library books, athletic and spmt 
uniforms, computer equipment and software, 
copiers, concrete and sidewalk repair, fence 
repairs, music equipment and software, athlet
ic equipment, fireproof document storage cab
inets, emergency equipment, vacuum cleaners 
and buffers, asphalt repairs, food service 
equipment, transportation and grounds equip
ment, maintenance vehicles, school buses, spe
cial education computers and software 

iliS'iRfCT 
ANd SiTE 

AUoc~TioNs 

Site allocation, library books, 
English-as-a-Second Language soft
ware, early literacy software, spe
cial education computers and soft
ware, satellite broadcast system, 
broadcasting system enhance
ments, audiovisual/technology 
equipment, fine arts equipment, 
hallway lighting upgrade, HV AC 
rooftop units upgrade 

Andersen 
Site allocation, library books, early literacy soft
ware, special education computers and soft
ware, broadcasting system enhancements, 

stage curtains and 
sound system, hallway lighting upgrade, fine arts 
equipment 

Boevers 
Site allocation, library books, broadcasting sys
tem, English-as-a-Second Language software, 
early literacy software, special education com
puters and software, computer equipment and 
furniture, miscellaneous furniture, fine arts 
equipment, HV AC system upgrade, roof replace
ment 

Glark 
Site allocation, library books, literacy skills software, Accelerated eader 
software, English-as-a-Second Language software, early literacy software, 
special education computers and software, fine artS' equipment, broad
casting system, audiovisual and q~mputer equipment, haJ:l ay lighting 
upgrade, pole lights upgrade, HV A ; rooftop uni~Js upgrade 

~--~~~~--------~ I I Darnaby; 
1 I I 

Site allocation, library books, early litera~y software, spe
cial education colmputers and softwa"re, broadcasting 
system, fine arts equipment, com.put,ef equipment, hall
way lighting upgdde, cooling tbwer J)~placement 

Grove 
Site allocation, library books, English-as-a-Second 
Language software, early literacy software, special edu
cation computers and software, broadcasting system, 
fine arts equipment, cafeteria steamer, interior and exte
rior painting, parking lot repair, dumpster enclosure 
electrical upgrades ' 

Jarman 
Site allocation, library book s , early liter acy sof tware, sp -
cial education computers and software, broadcasting 
syst~m, fine arts equipment, document camera, hallway 
hghtmg upgrade, roof refurbishing 

Moore 
Site allocation, library books, 
English-as-a-Second Language 
software, early literacy software, 
special educa

tion computers and software, broadcast
ing system, stage curtain and sound 
equipment, multimedia centers, comput
er equipment, fine arts equipment 

Peters 
Site allocation, library books, early litera
cy software, special education computers 
and software, broadcasting system 
enhancements, fine arts equipment, 
stage lighting, hallway lighting upgrade, 
miscellaneous furniture, built-in trophy 
case, pole lights upgrade, locker repaint
ing 

6th/ 7th Grade Center 
allocation, library books, keyboard
lab replacement, curriculum lab 

L;;6rade, fine arts equipment, broadcast
ing system enhancements, locker room 
flooring, pool re}:lak and maintenance 

8th Grade Center 
Site allocation, library books, business lab and curriculum lab upgrades, 
broadcasting system enhancements, fine arts equipment, computer equip
ment, commons area soun system, copier, miscellaneous furniture , irriga
tion system upgrade 

Intermediate High School . 
Site allocation, library books, business ab and math lab upgrades, drama 
room renovation, cable TV upgrade, broadcasting system enhancements, stu
dio theater lighting and aucUo system, fine arts equipment, 
equipment, magnetic door holders, uilding 
automation system, cooling tower water service 
upgrade 

High School 
Site all0cation, library books, fine arts addition, 
business lab and math lab upgrades, AP equipment, 
audiovisual/technology equipment, comguters for 
media center, cable TV upgrade, broadcasting sys
tem enhancements, fine arts equipment, photogra
phy darkroom renovation, chiller overhaul 

Alternative School 
Site allocation, library books, curriculum lab, broad

n g sys tem, scien ce room sink r eplacement, 
_ resealing, drainage upgrade 

Transportation 
Eight regular route buses, two special education 
buses, two large and two small activity buses 



National events made a sudden and startling 
entrance into the classroom on September 
11, as students witnessed an unprecedented 
terrorist attack on the World Trade Center 
in New York City and Pentagon in 
Washington, D.C. In response to the 
tragedy, children from across the district 
found ways to express hope and concern 
for the victims and their families, firefight
ers, police, rescue workers and the 
nation's leaders. 

Out of respect for America's losses, all 
school activities, sporting events and club 
meetings were cancelled and students and 
teachers observed a September 14 

+ McAuliffe kindergarten students, 
dressed in patriotic costumes, marched 
through the school in a "Red, White, Blue 
and You" parade. Students also raised 
$1,540 for the American Red Cross by 
collecting spare change in a campaign 
entitled "A Penny in Need is a Dollar 
Indeed." 

... 

"National Day of Prayer and 
Remembrance" as proclaimed by 
President George W. Bush. 

Students also shared sentiments in a 
"Letters to Our Heroes" campaign, orga-

iN PAlRiOTiC 
SAlUTE AN(I Suppo~RT 

+ Moore showed its patriotic Spirit with 
an assembly on September 21 which fea
tured trumpet soloist Stephen Goforth 
playing patriotic songs. Students and 
faculty assembled their hand prints into 
a large flag and the Moore Student 
Council accepted donations for the 
American Red Cross. 

+ Peters played host to neigh
borhood firefighters from 
Broken Arrow Fire Department 

nized by Oklahoma Lt. Governor Mary Fallin. Thousands of Union 
students' cards, pictures and handmade items were delivered to 
New York City by the Salvation Army. In addition, students 
showed unity by wearing red, white and blue; created patriotic dis
plays; collected food and emergency items; and raised money for 
victims of the tragedy. 

+ Art students at Grove ~~de AmeriS~lfl~gs_and cr~at~d _a patri
otic display outside the buildmg. A iliali ay m.s1de tlie buildmg was 
decorated with a patriotic theme. . 

l . 
r'~ r + Jarman students decorated a fence outside the schoo}a·s a J.L'. 

rial to the victims and their families. Students also collected person
al hygiene items for family shelters in Manhattan and New York City. 
Students and faculty paid tribute to veterans of the Armed Forces in 
a Veterans Day program featuring the granting of high school diplo
mas to three WWII veterans. 

Station 5, presenting them a $467 donation for the chil
dren of New York City's fallen firefighters. In addition, the 
Peters students made red, white and blue "spirit 
bracelets," cards, books and home-baked cookies for the 
local firefighters. 

+ Students at the Sixth/Seventh Grade Center raised 
$2,700 for the Amerilmn Red Cross relief effort in New 
York 'City, t lien iompleted an application requesting the 
f~nd be ~rcli~p il~:.; ~-Q~~· ;lAc., a subsidiary of Reader's 
Digest. . The_ ~cliotJ1 .~?S, one of only six schools in 
Oklahom~to~bave i!fcei~(:d :marching funds, and a check in 
the amount of · 5,400 was ,donated to the Red Cross in the 

I~ . ). ~ ~-, 

· e of the Ub;i0n",Si,ptlf/ Seventh Grade Center. 
. ,,;- ;JJ ~-ro.: 

1$--. .;- "" 

+ Students adtie 'Etghth G;~de Center promoted a spirit of com
munity during their annual Ul)ity Week observance September 24-28. 
According to principal €harlie Bushyhead, the event provided an 
excellent1opportunity for addressing the tragic events of September 
11 by emphasizing the value of respect toward cultural and religious 
differences of others. Students wrote essays, researched family her
itage, completed a poster project, and participated in American Pride 
Day b_x ~earing patriotic colors. 

'· 
+ Intermediate High English students wrote letters to President 
George W. Bush, Congress, New York City Mayor Rudy Guilliani and 
rescue worker~ . Business students conducted a fund raiser. History 
students wrote a diary description of the September 11 events and 
sealed them in an envelope for their parents to open in twenty to 
fifty years. Computer and business classes created a patri
otic project for a digital portfolio and student artist Jeremy 
Henderson created a classroom mural depicting the destruc
tion arld recovery effort at the World Trade Center. -- " + Alternative School students created an emotional and 
touGhili GoJ;l:age displ'ayed in the school's entrance. The dis
play, fronted by tlliee-dimensional replicas of the World 
Trade Center twin towers, included news clippings and pho
tos frpm several national and local publications. 

~ 

+ Through the efforts £_f t_he Red Cross Club at Union High 
School, students an fa'cUlty donated $3,500 to the American 

Cros~. In q.ddii:ion, officers of the club participated in 
-raising fforts at tHe KOTV Channel 6 television s ta tion 

o1"' september 13. ; , 
t, 

+ Classrooms across the district displayed American nags 
donated by the Learning Shop and Carson-Dellosa 
Publishing. 
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Districtwide McAuliffe 
Textbooks, library books, athletic and spmt 
uniforms, computer equipment and software, 
copiers, concrete and sidewalk repair, fence 
repairs, music equipment and software, athlet
ic equipment, fireproof document storage cab
inets, emergency equipment, vacuum cleaners 
and buffers, asphalt repairs, food service 
equipment, transportation and grounds equip
ment, maintenance vehicles, school buses, spe
cial education computers and software 

iliS'iRfCT 
ANd SiTE 

AUoc~TioNs 

Site allocation, library books, 
English-as-a-Second Language soft
ware, early literacy software, spe
cial education computers and soft
ware, satellite broadcast system, 
broadcasting system enhance
ments, audiovisual/technology 
equipment, fine arts equipment, 
hallway lighting upgrade, HV AC 
rooftop units upgrade 

Andersen 
Site allocation, library books, early literacy soft
ware, special education computers and soft
ware, broadcasting system enhancements, 

stage curtains and 
sound system, hallway lighting upgrade, fine arts 
equipment 

Boevers 
Site allocation, library books, broadcasting sys
tem, English-as-a-Second Language software, 
early literacy software, special education com
puters and software, computer equipment and 
furniture, miscellaneous furniture, fine arts 
equipment, HV AC system upgrade, roof replace
ment 

Glark 
Site allocation, library books, literacy skills software, Accelerated eader 
software, English-as-a-Second Language software, early literacy software, 
special education computers and software, fine artS' equipment, broad
casting system, audiovisual and q~mputer equipment, haJ:l ay lighting 
upgrade, pole lights upgrade, HV A ; rooftop uni~Js upgrade 

~--~~~~--------~ I I Darnaby; 
1 I I 

Site allocation, library books, early litera~y software, spe
cial education colmputers and softwa"re, broadcasting 
system, fine arts equipment, com.put,ef equipment, hall
way lighting upgdde, cooling tbwer J)~placement 

Grove 
Site allocation, library books, English-as-a-Second 
Language software, early literacy software, special edu
cation computers and software, broadcasting system, 
fine arts equipment, cafeteria steamer, interior and exte
rior painting, parking lot repair, dumpster enclosure 
electrical upgrades ' 

Jarman 
Site allocation, library book s , early liter acy sof tware, sp -
cial education computers and software, broadcasting 
syst~m, fine arts equipment, document camera, hallway 
hghtmg upgrade, roof refurbishing 

Moore 
Site allocation, library books, 
English-as-a-Second Language 
software, early literacy software, 
special educa

tion computers and software, broadcast
ing system, stage curtain and sound 
equipment, multimedia centers, comput
er equipment, fine arts equipment 

Peters 
Site allocation, library books, early litera
cy software, special education computers 
and software, broadcasting system 
enhancements, fine arts equipment, 
stage lighting, hallway lighting upgrade, 
miscellaneous furniture, built-in trophy 
case, pole lights upgrade, locker repaint
ing 

6th/ 7th Grade Center 
allocation, library books, keyboard
lab replacement, curriculum lab 

L;;6rade, fine arts equipment, broadcast
ing system enhancements, locker room 
flooring, pool re}:lak and maintenance 

8th Grade Center 
Site allocation, library books, business lab and curriculum lab upgrades, 
broadcasting system enhancements, fine arts equipment, computer equip
ment, commons area soun system, copier, miscellaneous furniture , irriga
tion system upgrade 

Intermediate High School . 
Site allocation, library books, business ab and math lab upgrades, drama 
room renovation, cable TV upgrade, broadcasting system enhancements, stu
dio theater lighting and aucUo system, fine arts equipment, 
equipment, magnetic door holders, uilding 
automation system, cooling tower water service 
upgrade 

High School 
Site all0cation, library books, fine arts addition, 
business lab and math lab upgrades, AP equipment, 
audiovisual/technology equipment, comguters for 
media center, cable TV upgrade, broadcasting sys
tem enhancements, fine arts equipment, photogra
phy darkroom renovation, chiller overhaul 

Alternative School 
Site allocation, library books, curriculum lab, broad

n g sys tem, scien ce room sink r eplacement, 
_ resealing, drainage upgrade 

Transportation 
Eight regular route buses, two special education 
buses, two large and two small activity buses 



$1 7.4 Million 
for Important 
Improvements 

Without Higher Taxes! 

"Red, White & You": A 
Message from the 

Superintendent 

Besides the family, no American 
institution affects the lives of chil
dren more directly than public 
schools. They are the backbone of 
our democracy and, as such, 
require renewed citizen commit
ment and support. For years the 
Union Public School District has 
stood as a beacon of quality edu
cation, with an excellence that 
emerges from the strength of local 
parental and community involvement. 

febRUARY 12, 2002 

Since September 11, American~ 

are reevaluating what we consider 
important. We look at our loved 
ones, our freedom and our coun
try's collective prosperity with a 
renewed sense of pride and a 
heartfelt appreciation for the 
scope of opportunities afforded 
us in a democratic society. 

Public education is as democratic 

On Tuesday, February 12, Union is asking patrons to decide 
an important $17.4-million bond proposal to provide the 
facilities and equipment needed to assist the district in 
maintaining its reputation as an outstanding school system. 
There are two parts to the proposal: 

• 
Proposition I- $16.4 million 

for capital improvements & equipment 

A Fine Arts wing at Union High School for vocal 
and instrumental music, drama, speech and 
debate 

• Textbooks, instructional equipment and mat
erials for classrooms and media centers 

• Computers, software and related technology 

• Maintenance (roof replacements; sidewalk, 
concrete and fence repairs; heating and air
conditioning upgrades; painting, etc.); 
Operations equipment; and Security and safety 
equipment 

Proposition II - $1 million 
for school buses 

• 8 regular route buses 

• 2 special education buses 

+ 2 large and 2 small activity buses 

Passage of propositions will not raise taxes. 

Public education plays a vital role in maintaining the 
strength and quality of the American way of life, and local 
support is key in the continued success of Union Public 
Schools. As always, we need and appreciate your support. 
Please remember to exercise your right to vote Tuesday, 
February 12! 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is published bi-monthly with extra 
issues in October and january by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. !29th E. 
Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is Superintendent of 
Schools. Gretchen Haas-Bethell is Communications Director/Editor. 
The Communicator staff includes janie Froman, Shannon Phillips and 
Beverly Thummel. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POSTMAS
TER: Send address changes to The Communicator, 5656 S. !29th E. 
Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305 . 

and American as it gets, and the 
success of public schools is directly related to patron 
involvement and support. It is precisely parental involve
ment and community support 
that makes Union one of the 
best public school systems in 
the country. This community 
has a history of providing the 
facilities, equipment and exper
tise needed to ensure its chil
dren the opportunity to flourish 
as enlightened, responsible citi- · 
zens. 

On Tuesday, February 12, we are 
asking patrons to continue that 
support by going to the polls for 
an important school bond elec
tion. Details are outlined in this 
special issue of the Communicator, and the items listed rep
resent careful plaillling by committees at each school site. 
Passage of both propositions---one for capital improve
ments, textbooks, instructional equipment, etc., and the 
other for school buses---is vital and will not increase taxes 
thanks to Union's growing property base and the expiration 
of past bonds. 

Besides the items that we depend on voters to pass each 
year, Proposition I includes funds for a much-needed fine 
arts wing at Union High School. Our award-winning instru
mental music and performing arts programs are literally out 
of space as more families recognize the powerful effect fine 
arts education has on the quality of their children's academ
ic and social experiences. When I think how Union values 
arts education, the words of President John F. Kennedy come 
to mind: " ... the life of the arts, far from being an interrup
tion, a distraction in the life of a nation, is very close to the 
center of a nation's purpose--and it is the test of the quality 
of a nation's civilization." 

After September 11, we witnessed an outpouring of patrio
tism and generosity beyond what we had seen in years. Our 
students felt the country's deep sense of loss and poignant
ly answered President Bush's call to support those affected 
by the tragedy and subsequent war on terrorism. AJ 
overview of their impressive response is contained in tht 
centerfold of this newsletter. I invite you to take a few min
utes to read it. I also encourage you to exercise your right to 
vote February 12, and continue your involvement with Union 
Public Schools. 

Ever-growing participation in Union'~ award-~g fine arts 
programs illustrates how our familie~ recogruze and hi~hly 
value the contribution that arts education makes to the emlch
ment of stu-
dent and com
munity life. 
Union's nearly 
20-year-old 
Performing 
Arts Center is 
one of Tulsa's 
most heavily 
scheduled 
facilities of its 
size, often 
having to set 
up and strike 
equipment for 
three separate 
events on the 
same stage 
within a 24-

our period. 
The High 
School fine 
arts class-
rooms and 

+ Improving access and student traffic flow by providing 
three times more hallway space than is currently avail
able; 

+ Building two 
new instru
mental 
music 
rooms; 

+ Remodeling 
the existing 
band room 
for theater 
arts, drama, 
speech and 
debate; 

'1t's synchronized breathing back
stage when we have a performance 
underway and the orchestra's meet
ing in the choir room; then add to 
that 250 band members and their 
musical instruments in the small 
hallways nearby. It's always very 
crowded." 

Fine Arts Director Ed Tackett 

+ Moving the digital piano lab to a 
larger space in the music wing for 
better accessibility and supervision; 

• Doubling the number of practice 
rooms to ten with oversize windows 
for improved visibility and easy 
supervision; 

• Remodeling existing dressing rooms 
and adding two new band dressing 
rooms; 

+ Providing secure lockers for large and 
small musical instruments as well as 
storage for costumes, uniforms and 
equipment for theatrical and musical 
organizations; 

• Installing security cameras for hall 
ways and storage areas; 

+ Adding offices, a freight elevator and 
a music library (sheet music storage); 
and 

support areas 
are jam 
packed and 

- PRoposEd NEW AddiTION 

+ Replacing the existing loading dock 
with a larger one designed for easier 
and safer loading and unloading. 

- ExisTING FAciliTY TO bE REMOdElEd 

are quickly L---------........,--------1 
running out of room to accommodate the increasing num-
ber of students involved. 

When the High School band room was built in. 1977, there 
were only 65 band members, and the orchestra program did 
not even exist. Today there are more than 300 students in 
the high school instrumental music program. Participation 
in vocal music, drama, speech and debate has also more 
than tripled, but the space has not. The inadequacy of the 
space becomes painfully obvious anytime several events are 
underway or when the bell rings and a sea of students 
floods the narrow corridors now connecting the studios, 
practice areas and classrooms. 

With voter approval February 12, $5.2 million will be used 
to add to and renovate the existing classroom facilities, cre
ating a two-story, approximately 34,000-square-foot struc
ture designed to accommodate growth. Changes include: 

"We've put a lot of thought into the design, and we're 
excited about how it will allow us to enhance our pro
grams and continue to grow." 

Band Director Dale Barnett 

------~ 
l 
l 
' I 
' 

In the new configuration, speech, debate and drama classes 
will be moved to the remodeled band room, freeing class
room space for other uses at the high school. 

Once the measure is approved, architectural and engineering 
design work for the new fine arts wing will begin. 
Construction would be scheduled to start next fall with a 
completion date targeted for the winter of 2004. 



-- ----------------------------~~----------------~ 

Q. Why is passage of this bond proposition important to 
Union? 

A. The district's general fund is for salaries, utilities and 
other recurring operating expenses. It is through the 
issuance of bonds that Union is able to pay for capital expen
ditures such as textbooks, instructional technology, equip
ment and construction. That is why you see those items on 
bond propositions almost every year. Without bond propo
sitions, the district would have to tap into its general fund to 
pay for the facilities and instructional tools our children 
need, leaving little money to hire teachers or conduct daily 
operations. 

Q. How will passage of this bond proposition affect my 
taxes? 

A. Because the district pays off existing bonds and its prop
erty base continues to grow, that portion of estimated ad val
orem tax attributed to Union Public Schools is not expected 
to increase with passage of the bond proposition. 

Q. Why is my vote important? 

A. Contrary to most elections in which a simple majority 
carries an issue, state law requires school bond propositions 
to pass by at least a 60% super majority. Starting with such 
a disadvantage makes each vote that much more critical. 
Please remember to cast your ballot February 12! 

Q. Where to vote? 

A. Vote at your regular polling place used in county, state, 
and national elections. If you are unsure where to vote, 
please call the Tulsa County Election Board office at 596-
5780. Polls are open 7 A.M. to 7 P.M. 

Precinct Polling Places & Addresses 
Union Djstrict No.9 

96- Regency Park Nazarene Church, 8707 E. 51 
100- Hicks Recreation Center, 3443 S. Mingo 
101 -Garnett Church of Christ, 12000 E. 31 

102- Briarglen Elementary School, 3303 S. 121 E. Ave. 
103 -Rockwood Village, 4130 S. 104 E. Ave. 

105 - Boevers Elementary School, 3433 S. 133 E. Ave. 
118 - Society of Expl. Geophysicists, 8801 S. Yale 

128 -Eagle Point Day Room, 5808 E. 71 
133 - Christian Chapel, 7807 E. 76 

134 - Central Church of the Nazarene, 7291 E. 81 
135 -Calvary Bible Church, 8555 E. 91 
136- Tulsa Bible Church, 8720 E. 61 

137- Hardesty library, 6737 S. 85 E. Ave. 
138 - Suncrest Baptist Church, 6110 S. 99 E. Ave. 

150- Metropolitan Insurance Co. Lobby, 12902 E. 51 
151- Jarman Elementary, 9015 E. 79th 

160- Sawmill Apt. Clubroom, 12903 E. 35 Pl. 
169 - Country Club of Woodland Hills, 633 3 S. 91 E. Ave. 

175 - Heatherridge Baptist Church, 6901 E. 91 
405 - Forest Park Christian Church, 9102 S. Mingo 

4 53 - Franciscan Villa, 1 7111 E. 51; B.A. 
454 - Forest Hills Assisted Living, 4304 W. Houston, B.A. 
458 - St. Benedict's Scholastic Center, 2205 W. Ithica; B.A. 

460 - Tulsa Tech S.E. Campus, 4600 S. Olive; B.A. 
465 -Union 8th Grade Center, 6501 S. Garnett; B.A. 

468- St. Michaels Episcopal Church, 8837 S. Garnett; B.A. 

Voter Registration 
Voter registration books close Friday, january 18. (24 days 
prior to the election) Completed registration forms must bf 
postmarked by january 18. You can obtain a registration 
form at any Union school site, the Union Education Service 
Center, or the Tulsa County Election Board. For more infor
mation, call the Tulsa County Election Board at 596-5789 or 
596-5780. 

Absentee Balloting 
Absentee ballots must be requested by 5:00 P.M. on 
Wednesday, February 6. (Wednesday prior to the election.) 
Completed and notarized absentee ballots must be mailed 
back and received by Election Board by 7:00 P.M. on election 
day. Walk-In absentee balloting at the Election Board office 
(555 N. Denver) is 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Thursday, Friday 
and Monday- February 7, 8 and 11, 2002. For more informa
tion, call the Tulsa County Election Board at 596-5767 or 
596-5780. 

On the Cover 

Boys and girls in Gretchen Mcintyre's McAuliffe kindergarten class show their true patriotic colors for a parade past cameras in the 
school's television studio. The event provided the students with an opportunity to share lessons from American history. 
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