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Union Employees Honored by District & State 
Support Employees of the Year 

The district's school operations run 
smoothly thanks to the unyielding com
mitment of the support staff. Support 
Employees of the Year are chosen based 
on their coopera
tion, attitude, job 
performance and 
attendance. 

Honored as the 
Union Support 
Employees of the 
Year are: Jim 
Coldwell, 
Operations; Kathy jim Coldwell 
Roblin, Boevers-
Child Nutrition; and Donna Thomas 
and John Milgate, Transportation. 

Jim Coldwell has worked as a carpenter 
for the school district since September 

1991. 

Kathy Roblin 
works in the Child 
Nutrition 
Department at 
Boevers. She has 
worked for the 
district for 14 
years . 

Kathy Roblin Donna Thomas 

has worked for five years in the trans
portation department and serves as an 
assistant on a special needs bus, work
ing with multi
handicapped stu-
dents . John 
Milgate has 
worked for the 
transportation 
department for 
eight years and 
has driven many 
different types of 
buses for the dis
trict. He is the 
driver of a spe- john Milgate & Donna 
cial needs bus. Thomas 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. l29th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

District Leads The Way in 
Oklahoma Education 

Union school district's dedication to 
excellence in education has recently 
been recbgnized by several state profes
sional organizations. 

Education Director of the Year by the 
Oklahoma Directors of Special Services. 
The award is based on contributions to 
the field and support of colleagues as 
well as participation with other profes
sionals . The Oklahoma Directors of 
Special Services is comprised of district 

.. .. ~~--~~~~ administra-
The Oklahoma Associa- tors repre-
tion of School Admin- senting all 
istrators (OASA), a pro- public schools 
fessional organization of and special 
school superintendents e d u c a t i o n 
and other central office cooperatives 
administrators, has in the state, as 
named Union Super- well as the 
intendent Dr. Cathy special educa-
Burden the state's tion section of 
Administrator of the the State 
Year. The OASA is an IIDI.r-... B~o-nn_i_e,.].,.oh•n.,.son, left, and Dr. Angela Love Department 
umbrella organization of were recently honored with awards by two state of Education. 
the Cooperative Council professional organizations. 

for Oklahoma School The Union Classroom Teachers 
Administration (CCOSA). Association (UCTA), under the leader

Dr. Burden, who oversees one of the 
largest school districts in the state and 
is the first woman to receive the honor, 
was recognized during the organiza
tion's August conference in Oklahoma 
City. She will represent Oklahoma at 
the American Association of School 
Administrators' National Conference on 
Education this February in San Diego, as 
a candidate for the National 
Superintendent of the Year. 

School psychologist Dr. Angela Love 
was presented the Faye Catlett Award 
for Outstanding School Psychologist of 
the· Year by the Oklahoma School 
Psychological Association. She was cho
sen from among the state's practicing 
psychologists who spend the majority 
of their time providing direct services to 
students, teachers and parents in school 
settings. Love received the award for 
her dedication to providing exemplary 
services to children and youth. 

Dr. Bonnie Johnson, Director of Special 
Services, was selected Oklahoma Special 

ship of president Glenda Puett and 
chief negotiator Ted Auwen, received 
the Oklahoma Education Association's 
Collective Bargaining Award. The 
organization was recognized for its pro
fessionalism and effectiveness in pro
moting cooperation and open communi
cation with the district's negotiating 
team. Chief Financial Officer Deborah 
Jacoby, in a letter of support, described 
the organization as "very professional, 
very well informed and very concerned 
about meeting the needs of both their 
members and the students who attend 
Union Public Schools." 

Notification of 
Management Plans 

All buildings in the Union School Distri~t 
have been inspected for asbestos rn 
accordance with the EPA law, "The 
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response 
Act" (AHERA). Results are in the dis
trict's management plans ~d are avail
able at the Union EducatiOn Service 
Center. For an appointment to VIew 
them, contact Hassan Yekzaman at 459-
3350. 
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Construction Begins Ice Route 
Information on Union's Multipurpose Activity Center 

Construction on the 
Union Public Schools 
Multipurpose 
Activity Center offi
cially began on 
August 2, after a 
9:00 a.m. ground
breaking ceremony 
at the site, 6636 S. 
Mingo Road. The 
mayors of Tulsa and 
Broken Arrow were 
among the guests 
joining Superinten
dent Dr. Cathy 
Burden and mem
bers of the Union 
Board of Education 
for the ceremony. 

Each winter, the Union Public Schools 
transportation department is responsi
ble for developing routes in which 
school buses may travel safely during 
inclement winter weather. 

"Ice routes" are used when weather is 
such that buses should not attempt to 
travel hilly areas. The Union School 
District ice routes affect the area 
between Yale and Sheridan from 76th to 
9lst Streets South. 

The Center, to be 
built south of Union 
Tuttle Stadium on 
the Union High 

Members of the Union Board of Education join Superintendent C~t~y 
Burden in breaking ground on the district's new Mu!tipurpose Actlv~ty 
Center. Standing from left are: Phil Barr, Scott McDamel, Dr. Burden, ]lm 
Williams and Derek Rader. 

Students living in this area will receive 
ice route maps for their respective 
buses and may use whatever stop is 
most convenient for them under these 
bad weather conditions. Stop times will 
be as close as possible to the posted 
time; however, delays are to be expect
ed. 

When ice routes are to be used or school 
is cancelled, the information will be 
released to all television and radio sta
tions no later than 6:00 A.M. Parents 
may also call the Union Public Schools 
Weatherline at 459-3365 for school clo 
ings or ice route information. 

School campus, includes a 5,800-seat 
multi-use arena, versatile floor space for 
a wide array of district and community 
events, a student store, locker and 
dressing rooms, concessions, offices 
and a wellness center. Voters in the 
Union district overwhelmingly passed 
two consecutive bond issues to pay for 
the $22-million building. It is expected 
to open and begin serving Union stu
dents, kindergarten through 12th grade, 
in 2003 . The Union Multipurpose 
Activity Center will be available for com
munity activities as well. 

Union High School's Renegade Regiment 
Marching Band played prior to the cere
mony, and three Union students---broth
ers Aaron, Christian and Wesley Gray-
-sang the National Anthem. Dr. Burden 
made a few comments and introduced 
the guests who also spoke. Sharing the 
podium were Tulsa Mayor Susan 
Savage, Broken Arrow Mayor Jim 
Reynolds, Union Board of Education 
President Jim Williams, Union's 

On the Cover 
Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden, 
recently named the Oklahoma 
Administrator of the Year, visits students 
in a third grade music class at Jarman. 
From left to right: Andrea Buff. Dr. 
Burden, Sam Zsiga, Travis Kulka; front 
row, Tyler Brown. (See related story on 
page 8). 

Executive Director of Support Services 
Mark Robertson, Gary Sparks 
Companies President Gary Sparks, and 
the Senior Vice President of FLINTCO, 
INC., David Kollmann. 

Friendly Officers Walk the Beat at Union 
the district's Character Counts and 
Drug-Free Youth programs. 

Students and faculty can find a friend in 
officers whose daily "beat" includes the 
halls of Union secondary and elemen-
tary schools. The School Resource The officers are housed in the 6th/ 7th 
Officer (SRO) Grade Center, 8th Grade 
program is a Center imd Intermediate High 
f e d e r a 11 y School, though each is 
funded safe- assigned to serve specific ele-
ty and educa- mentary and secondary 
tional project schools, and all respond to 
involving five calls within their depart-
local law ment's boundaries. As part 
enforcement of their job duties, officers 
0 f f i c e r s : provide intervention and pre-
Mark Penley, ventive services, making 
E.T. Truewell School resource officers include, from left, home visits and offering 
and David Mark Penley, E. T. Truewell, Jeri Tucker, Scott assistance within the family 

Oelke and David Kerpon. Kerpon, 
Tulsa County Sheriff's Department; Jeri 
Tucker, Tulsa Police Department; and 
Scott Oelke, Broken Arrow Police 
Department. 

The officers, who are specially trained 
to work with students and faculty, per
form all of the regular responsibilities 
normally assigned to on-duty officers. 
In addition, they are trained to teach 
"officer friendly" classes and to support 

setting. 

According to Danny Williams, 
Coordinator of Student Assistance 
Programs, the officers do more than 
provide protection. "One of their main 
objectives is to befriend and help ou 
students," he said. "The SRO program b 
aimed at preventing kids from getting 
into trouble, and the more we can meet 
that objective, the better off the whole 
community will be." 
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Parent Notification of Child Identification, Location, Screening and Evaluation 
;{'his notice is to inform parents of the 
child identification, location, screening 
and evaluation activities to be conduct
ed throughout the year by the Union 
Public School District in coordination 
with the Oklahoma State Department of 
Education. Personally identifiable infor
mation shall be collected and main
tained in a confidential manner in carry
ing out the following activities: 

REFERRAL - Preschool children ages 
three through five and students 
enrolled in K-12 who are suspected of 
having disabilities which may require 
special and related services may be 
referred for screening and evaluation 
through the local schools. Union Public 
Schools and the Regional Education 
Service Centers coordinate with the 
Sooner Start Early Intervention Program 
in referrals for identification and evalu
ation of infants and toddlers who may 
be eligible for early intervention servic
es from birth through two years of age 
or for special education and related 
services beginning at three years of age. 
The Oklahoma Areawide Service Infor
mation System (OASIS), through a toll
free number (1-800-42-0ASIS), also pro
vides statewide information and refer
rals to local schools and other service 
providers. 

SCREENING - Screening activities may 
include vision, hearing and health. 
Other screening activities may include: 
review of records and educational histo
ry; interview; observations; and special
ly developed readiness or educational 
screening instruments. 
(1) Readiness Screening - Personally 
identifiable information is collected on 
all kindergarten students participating 
in schoolwide screening to assess readi
ness prior to entry into first grade. 
Results of the screening are made avail
able to parents or legal guardians, 
teachers, and school administrators. No 
child shall be screened for readiness or 
evaluated without prior notice to the 
child's parent or legal guardian or 
whose parent or legal guardian has filed 
written objection with the local school 
district. 
(2) Educational Screening -Educational 
creening includes accepted procedures 

for the identification of children who 
may have special learning needs and 
may be eligible for special education 
and related services in accordance with 
the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA). Each school dis
trict in the state provides educational 
screening. No child shall be education
ally screened without prior notice to the 
child's t parent or legal guardian or 
whose ~arent or legal guardian has filed 
written objection with the local school 
district. 
'' Educational screening is implement

ed for all first grade students each 
school year. 

'' Second through twelfth grade stu
dents shall be screened as needed or 
upon request of the parent, legal 
guardian, or teacher. 

'' Students entering the public school 
system from another state or from 
within the state without previous 
educational screening, shall be edu
cationally screened within six 
months from the date of such entry. 

EVALUATION - Evaluation means pro
cedures used in accordance with federal 
laws and regulations to determine 
whether a child has a disability and the 
nature and extent of the special educa
tion and related services that the child 
needs. The term means; procedures 
used selectively with an individual child 
and does not include basic tests admin
istered or procedures used with all chil
dren in a school, grade, or class. Written 
consent of the parent or legal guardian 
for such evaluation must be on file with 
the Union Public School District prior to 
any child receiving an initial evaluation 
for special education and related servic
es purposes. 
Collection of Personally Identifiable 
Information - Educational records con
taining personally identifiable informa
tion collected by Union Public Schools in 
the identification, location, screening, 
and evaluation of children shall be 
maintained in accordance with Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) and the Policies and Procedures 
for Special Education in Oklahoma. 

Union Public Schools has developed and 
implemented policies regarding the col
lection, storage, disclosure, and destruc
tion of confidential student records . 
Parents may obtain a copy of the Union 
Public School's policy from the Office of 
Superintendent of Schools. 

In accordance with FERPA, Union Public 
Schools ensures that the parent or eligi
ble student has a right to: 

* inspect and review the students edu
cation records within 45 days of 
receipt of request for access; 

* request the amendment of the stu
dents education records to ensure 
that they are not inaccurate, mislead
ing or otherwise in violation of the 
student's privacy or other rights; 

'' consent to disclosure of personally 
identifiable information contained in 
the student's education records, 
except to the extent that the act and 
regulations in this part authorize dis
closure without consent; 

* file with the United States Depart
ment of Education a complaint under 
99.64 concerning alleged failures by 
Union Public Schools to comply with 
the requirements of the act and this 
part; 

'' obtain a copy of the FERPA policy 
adopted under 99.6 by Union Public 
Schools upon request from the Office 
of Superintendent. 

Before any major identification, loca
tion, or evaluation, schools shall provide 
notice to parents. 

The Union Public Schools shall ensure 
all parents who have a primary language 
other than English that they shall be 
afforded written notices and oral com
munication translated so the parents 
understand the communication. This 
may be provided by an interpreter or 
other means necessary. 

PUBUC NOTICE 
Union Public Schools makes every effort to contact, evaluate, and educate, in the least restrictive 
environment, each handicapped child under the provisions of Public Law 105-17 (Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act) and State Department of Education guidelines. Parents/ guardians may 
call 4 59-3 3 2 5 for information. 

Union Public Schools ensures that parent/guardians may inspect and review any educational records of their child maintained at the school. Such records are kept in limited access confidential files. 
Confidentiality procedures, including a list of persons with file access , are posted in each school 
building. 

The Union Public School District Plan for Special Education has been filed with the State Department 
of Education, and copies are available for public inspection in the Education Serv1ce Center. 
Inquiries concerning special education programs may be drrected to Dr. Bonrue Johnson, 459-3325. 
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.Wouldn't it be strange if ... two Cedar 
Aidge Elementary students won awards 
in a national arts program? 

Drawing on the theme, "Wouldn't it be 
strange if .. . ," first-grader Hunter 
Cochran and second-grader Bryan Jan 
were presented silver medallion Award 
of Merit medallions for placing among 
the top eight finalists in the 2000-2001 
National Parent-Teacher Association 
Reflections contest. Hunter's winning 
literature entry was entitled, "It Would 
be Really Strange if Kids Ruled the 
World." Bryan's entry was an original 
piano composition, "It Would be Really 
Strange if Big Foot Were in My House." 

Wouldn't It Be Strange If. 
The annual Reflections program recog
nizes the accomplishments of students 
in literature, visual arts, photography 
and music. Entries are judged at the 
school, local, state and national level on 
the basis of artistic merit, creativity and 
interpretation of the theme. The Union 
students were chosen from among 
22,000 state entries to represent the 
state. 

Hunter and Bryan were presented the 
Award of Excellence by the Oklahoma 
Reflections program. Other Union stu
dents recognized at the state level 
included: Literature: Lauren Lemons, 
Beevers; Molly Moses, Peters; Addie 

Union Veterans 
to Receive UHS Diplomas 

During a special program, Union will 
grant high school diplomas to veterans 
who were unable to graduate during 
World War II. The ceremony will be con
ducted at Jarman Elementary, 9015 E. 
79th St., on Friday, November 9, begin
ning at 9:15 a.m. 

As part of a tribute to area veterans, 
diplomas will be presented to any veter
an of the United States Armed Forces 
who meets the following requirements: 

• Must be a resident of the State of 
Oklahoma; 

• Must have been honorably discharged 
from the Armed Forces of the United 
States of America between the dates 
of September 16, 1940, and December 
31, 1946; 

• Must have served a minimum of 18 
consecutive months of active duty or 
have been discharged with a service
connected disability. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub· 
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
l29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134·6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas· 
Bethell is Co=unications Director/Editor. 
The Communicator staff includes janie 
Froman, Shannon Phillips and Beverly 
Thummel. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134·6711, or call 459·3305 . 

"Many World War II veterans were called 
into service before finishing high 
school," said Dr. Jim Jones, Assistant 
Superintendent of Curriculum and 
Instruction. "Our students and staff 
would like to acknowledge and honor 
the sacrifices made by those who pro
tected our freedoms. The Veteran's Day 
program will be a way for us to express 
our gratitude." 

Veterans and family members who 
would like to be included in the recogni
tion program may register or receive 
additional information by calling 
Jarman principal Patti Pitcock at (918) 
250-3855. 

Tipton, Darnaby; and Rachael Thomas, 
6th-7th Grade Center; Visual Arts: 
Tessie Blake, Andersen; Rebecca 
Buedden, Peters; Justin Bachmeier, 
Briarglen; Gennifer Zheng, Jarman; 
Geoffrey Gill; Cedar Ridge; and Deidre 
Howard, Intermediate High School; 

Bryan jan & Hunter Cochran were silver 
medallion winners in the national Reflections 
contest. 

Music: Ashley Corral, McAuliffe; Lorrie 
Davis, Jarman; McKenzie Berry, Moore; 
Jada Hall, Briarglen; Melissa Nichols, 
Darnaby; Scott Jones, Darnaby; and 
Cara Meyer, 6th-7th Grade Center; 
Photography: Hillary Holt, Darnaby; 
Adrienne Allan, Moore; Derek 
Kostelnick, Boevers; and Kelsey 
Cipolla, Darnaby. 

The 2001-2002 Reflections theme is, "I 
hold in my hand . .. ," and entry deadline 
is October 24. For a copy of the rules 
and entry form, visit your school office. 

Schools across the 
district observed the 
National Day 
Prayer 
Remembrance on 
September 14 honor· 
ing the victims of the 
terrorist attacks on 
the World Trade 
Center and the 
Pentagon. Parent 
Cindy Rolen and 
two·year·old son 
Connor make a visit 
to a fenced memorial 
at Jarman Elemen· 
tary, where he 
daughter, Emily, 
kindergartner, 
other students 
played expressions 
hope and encourag· 
ment. 

Other stories from 
around the district 
will be featured in the 
next issue of the 
Communicator. 
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IHS to Participate 
in Pilot Testing Program 

Union Intermediate High School has 
been selected to participate in a pilot 
program to enable all sophomore stu
dents to take the PSAT free of charge on 
Tuesday, October 16, 2001. The purpose 
is to provide school staff with 
PSAT/NMSQT score information that 
might be of assistance in the identifica
tion of potential Advanced Placement 
candidates. 

Our students will realize many benefits 
from participation in this pilot program. 
The PSAT/NMSQT serves as a practice 
test for the SAT®I: Reasoning Test. The 
new Score Report Plus will give each stu
dent personalized information to better 
understand test results and strategies 
for improving skill areas. Students may 
also indicate that they would like to 
receive information from colleges and 
begin communicating this spring with 
institutions of higher education. For 
more information regarding this proj
ect, contact Kathy Dodd, Director of 
Assessment, at 459-3318 or 
doddk@unionps.org. 

Union Schools Education 
Foundation Book Fair will be 

February 9 & 10, 2002. 
Donated books may be dropped 

off at the Education Service 
Center, 5656 S. 129th E. Avenue, 
or any Union school site office. 

Six Seniors Named National Merit Semifinalists 

The National Merit 
Scholarship Program, a 
privately financed aca
demic scholarship com
petition,! has named six 
Union IDgh School sen
iors National Merit 
Semifinalists. The stu
dents are Chris Culver, 
Anne Hullinger, Kristin 
D. McWilliams, Michelle 
VanSchoyck and Ashley 
Watts. Anna Smith, a 
Union student attending 
the Oklahoma School of 
Science and Mathemat-

Union National Merit Semifinalists include, from left, Ashley Watts, 
Kristin McWilliams, Michelle VanSchoyck, Anne Hullinger, and Chris 
Culver. Not pictured is Anna Smith, a student at the Oklahoma 
School of Science and Mathematics. 

ics, was also named a semifinalist. 

Chris Culver is active in Boy Scouts, 
church choir and youth group. Anne 
Hullinger is a member of Student 
Council, National Honor Society, French 
Honor Society, Redskins for Christ, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, the 
Union Bowling Club, and is the varsity 
volleyball manager. Kristin McWilliams 
is a member of the National Honor 
Society and Spanish Honor Society. 
Michelle VanShoyck is a member of the 
Math Club, National Honor Society and 
Academic Team. She is active in 
Venture Crew (co-ed Scouting). Ashley 
Watts is a member of the Union 
Highsteppers, Spanish Honor Society, 
National Honor Society, Bowling Club, 
Renaissance and Drug-Free Youth. Anna 

Smith is attending the Oklahoma School 
of Science and Mathematics during her 
junior and senior years . 

The students were named National 
Merit Semifinalists based on their per
formance on the PSAT/ NMSQT--a test 
that measures verbal, math and writing 
skills. They are now eligible to apply for 
Finalist standing by meeting additional 
academic requirements . 

Seven other Union High School seniors 
were named National Merit Commended 
Students in recognition of their high 
academic performance on the 
PSAT/NMSQT test. Those students 
include Elizabeth R. Casey, Phillip A. 
Coghill, Justin Floro, Melissa L. Martin, 
Jonathan D. Moore, James D. Rader and 
Ashkan Sepahvand. 

Juniors Attend Academic 'Drill' Camp Secondary Progress Reports 
In an effort to communicate more 
effectively vvith parents about their 
secondary students' academic status, 
progress reports will be sent home 
more frequently. Following a revision 
to Board Policy #5035 - Progress 
Reports, all students, whether or not 
they are failing a class, will be given an 
academic progress report in each class 
every 4 1/2 weeks during the semes
ter. That means parents will receive 
three progress reports and a report 
card each semester. Please note that 
grades are calculated cumulatively 
throughout the semester. 

In preparation for Scholastic 
Assessment Testing (SAT), 33 Union 

Heather Stiverson ponders her future while 
preparing for the SA T. 

High School juniors participated in an 
intensive week of academic drills during 
the summer Academic Camp for 
Enrichment (ACE). Students learned 

strc.ttegies for improving test-taking 
skills and enriched their general verbal 
and mathematic skills through a variety 
of activities, including computer pro
grams that analyzed subject strengths 
and weaknesses, videos produced by 
SAT, and tutoring by Union High School 
lead teacher Debra Barlow and 
Intermediate High School teacher joella 
Roberts. 

According to Stephanie Reagor who 
coordinates ACE and Union's Pre
Advanced Placement (AP), 33 students 
participated in this year's camp, and 
plans are already underway to double 
the number participating in the future. 
"The students have responded so posi
tively that we are hoping to expand our 
program to include Super Saturdays 
during the school year and a larger 
camp next summer," commented 
Reagor. 

For the first semester, progress 
reports will be sent September 21, 
October 17 and November 28, and 
report cards will be distributed 
January 15. For the second semester, 
progress reports will be sent February 
8, March 13 and April 24, with report 
cards sent May 31. 
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Kindergartners Make Great Start 
During two weeks in August, all Union 
elementary schools welcomed kinder
gartners and their parents with a special 
program designed to ease the anxiety 

"Teachers have commented that it was 
wonderful to have time to meet each 
student individually to gain a wealth of 
information about each child," 

explained Dr. 
Kathleen Work
man, Director of 
Elementary 
Curriculum. "By 
having this infor
mation prior to the 
first day of school, 
teachers were bet
ter able to focus 
instruction and 
meet students' 
needs from the 
very first day of 
class, rather than 
having to spend a 
month gradually 
getting to know all 
the students." 

DarnabY_ kindergartener Darien Ball takes a turn listening to a book 
on tape m one of her classroom's learning centers. 

The kindergarten 
assessment pro-

often associated with the first few days 
of school. Through group orientation 
and personal assessment, teachers met 
with students before classes began in 
order to learn more about each child's 
individual skill development and learn
ing readiness--information that is cru
cial to planning quality instruction from 
the very start. 

Corp., 
Editorial Grama, 

publisher of the 
Spanish newspaper, La 
Semana del Sur. More 
than $3,000 worth of 
English and Spanish 
children's books were 

1uc•narea to the students 
a school assem-

bly. In addition, Clark 
media specialist 
Dorothy Miller was pre

a $100 gift cer
tificate for the purchase 
of Spanish library 
books. 

gram was piloted 
at Grove Elementary at the beginning of 
the 2000-2001 school year and proved 
to be a valuable tool for teachers, par
ents and students. The program was 
implemented districtwide beginning 
with the current school year and met 
with even greater success in easing the 
transition for more than 840 kindergart
ners and their families. 

KOTV photographer Jeff Popkess and writer 
Diane Ward videotape (left to right) teacher 
Kim Banning and student Ben Herbranson as 
part of a public education partnership cam
paign that kicked off this fall. Murray
Wamble, RCB Bank and the Quarles Group 
were the first companies to sponsor TV spots 
promoting public education in general and 
Union Public Schools specifically. 

Klothes 
Kloset 

Accepting Donations 

The Union Klothes Kloset is now accept
ing donations of gently used fall/winter 
coats, jeans, pants, shirts, sweaters, 
spirit shirts, lunch pails, and new under
wear and socks. Donated items may be 
left at individual school buildings for 
pick-up by store volunteers. 

The Klothes Kloset is located in Room 
1330 of the 6th/7th Grade Center 
10100 E. 61st St., and provides gentl; 
used clothing at no charge to Union 
families in need. The store will be open 
on October ll & 25, November 8 & 29, 
and December 13, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Please park on the south side of the 
building .next to the main set of door ' 
and enter directly into the Klothes 
Kloset Room. 

The Klothes Kloset is operated by the 
Union PTA Council. 
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The Earth Is A Balloon 
Fourth grade students at Peters recently 
learned that a balloon, though light as 
air, serves as a perfect canvas for the 

study p f geography. The "hands-on" 
inquiry-based lesson, led by teachers 
Ryan Oswalt and Debbie Steen, provid

ed students the 
opportunity to use 
inflated balloons, a 
marker and simple 
instructions to illus
trate their knowl
edge of global fea
tures, such as lati
tude and longitude, 
the Equator, the 
Prime Meridian, and 
the Arctic and 
Antarctic Circles. 
After creating the 
globes, students 
were challenged to 
discuss the con
cepts of relative and 
absolute location 
without using the 
words above, below, 

Teacher Debbie Steen (background) supervises students, from left, Sarah 
Reibert, Chase McDougal, Ali Robateau, Erin McWilliams and Dulce Garcia between, up, down, 
in a "hands-on" geography lesson. · right and left. 

CLC Offers Parents A Choice 
For many of the district's students, par
ents and teachers, Union's Continuous 
Learning Calendar (CLC) has become a 
popular alternative to the traditional 
school year. The CLC, a voluntary 12-
month instructional program for stu
dents in grades one through five, fol
lows a "4 5-1 5" plan whereby students 
attend classes for approximately nine 
weeks (45 days), followed by a break or 
"intersession" lasting three weeks (15 
days). Students under the CLC program 
observe the same spring and winter 
breaks and holidays as traditional stu
dents and enjoy a six-week summer 
break as well. 

Teachers and parents report that the 
CLC program has shown positive results 
by increasing student retention, 
decreasing student burnout, providing 
higher motivation and promoting 
greater student achievement. 

A popular feature of the CLC is a volun
tary intersession program that provides 
for academic remediation and enrich
ment courses supplementing the regu
lar curriculum. This fall 's intersession, 

which runs the first three weeks of 
October, includes a study of medieval 
times, a field trip to the Tulsa State Fair, 
a study of ocean life and an experience 
in detective science. 

The Continuous Learning Calendar is 
offered, along with the traditional calen
dar, at three elementary schools: Cedar 
Ridge Elementary (for students attend-

Third graders Caitlin 
Gruns, left, and Emily 
Gulick discover Polar 
the Bear who, while 
left unchaperoned 
overnight, has spilled 
the classroom mar
bles during a teddy 
bear slumber party at 
Jarman Elementary. 
The event marked the 
culmination of a liter
ature unit on fairy
mles and provided 
students with the 
opportunity to create 
their ow'n stories 
about the antics of 
their favorite stuffed 
animals. 

The Andersen Parent Teacher Association 
dedicated new playground equipment during 
ribbon cutting ceremonies in late August. 
Initial planning involved parents, teachers 
and staff, and focused on educational and 
safety issues. The first phase of the project 
was installed in May, and final work was 
completed in july. Officially opening the 
playground for fun and games are Ken 
North, operations director and Janet Theis, 
Andersen PTA (Submitted photo) 

ing Andersen, Darnaby, Jarman or Cedar 
Ridge), Clark Elementary (for students 
attending Boevers, Briarglen and Clark); 
and Peters Elementary (for students 
attending McAuliffe, Moore, Grove and 
Peters.) Parents and students interested 
in the CLC program may contact their 
school administrative office or the 
Education Service Center at 459-5432. 

________], 
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Kindergartners Make Great Start 
During two weeks in August, all Union 
elementary schools welcomed kinder
gartners and their parents with a special 
program designed to ease the anxiety 

"Teachers have commented that it was 
wonderful to have time to meet each 
student individually to gain a wealth of 
information about each child," 

explained Dr. 
Kathleen Work
man, Director of 
Elementary 
Curriculum. "By 
having this infor
mation prior to the 
first day of school, 
teachers were bet
ter able to focus 
instruction and 
meet students' 
needs from the 
very first day of 
class, rather than 
having to spend a 
month gradually 
getting to know all 
the students." 

DarnabY_ kindergartener Darien Ball takes a turn listening to a book 
on tape m one of her classroom's learning centers. 

The kindergarten 
assessment pro-

often associated with the first few days 
of school. Through group orientation 
and personal assessment, teachers met 
with students before classes began in 
order to learn more about each child's 
individual skill development and learn
ing readiness--information that is cru
cial to planning quality instruction from 
the very start. 

Corp., 
Editorial Grama, 

publisher of the 
Spanish newspaper, La 
Semana del Sur. More 
than $3,000 worth of 
English and Spanish 
children's books were 

1uc•narea to the students 
a school assem-

bly. In addition, Clark 
media specialist 
Dorothy Miller was pre

a $100 gift cer
tificate for the purchase 
of Spanish library 
books. 

gram was piloted 
at Grove Elementary at the beginning of 
the 2000-2001 school year and proved 
to be a valuable tool for teachers, par
ents and students. The program was 
implemented districtwide beginning 
with the current school year and met 
with even greater success in easing the 
transition for more than 840 kindergart
ners and their families. 

KOTV photographer Jeff Popkess and writer 
Diane Ward videotape (left to right) teacher 
Kim Banning and student Ben Herbranson as 
part of a public education partnership cam
paign that kicked off this fall. Murray
Wamble, RCB Bank and the Quarles Group 
were the first companies to sponsor TV spots 
promoting public education in general and 
Union Public Schools specifically. 

Klothes 
Kloset 

Accepting Donations 

The Union Klothes Kloset is now accept
ing donations of gently used fall/winter 
coats, jeans, pants, shirts, sweaters, 
spirit shirts, lunch pails, and new under
wear and socks. Donated items may be 
left at individual school buildings for 
pick-up by store volunteers. 

The Klothes Kloset is located in Room 
1330 of the 6th/7th Grade Center 
10100 E. 61st St., and provides gentl; 
used clothing at no charge to Union 
families in need. The store will be open 
on October ll & 25, November 8 & 29, 
and December 13, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Please park on the south side of the 
building .next to the main set of door ' 
and enter directly into the Klothes 
Kloset Room. 

The Klothes Kloset is operated by the 
Union PTA Council. 
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The Earth Is A Balloon 
Fourth grade students at Peters recently 
learned that a balloon, though light as 
air, serves as a perfect canvas for the 

study p f geography. The "hands-on" 
inquiry-based lesson, led by teachers 
Ryan Oswalt and Debbie Steen, provid

ed students the 
opportunity to use 
inflated balloons, a 
marker and simple 
instructions to illus
trate their knowl
edge of global fea
tures, such as lati
tude and longitude, 
the Equator, the 
Prime Meridian, and 
the Arctic and 
Antarctic Circles. 
After creating the 
globes, students 
were challenged to 
discuss the con
cepts of relative and 
absolute location 
without using the 
words above, below, 

Teacher Debbie Steen (background) supervises students, from left, Sarah 
Reibert, Chase McDougal, Ali Robateau, Erin McWilliams and Dulce Garcia between, up, down, 
in a "hands-on" geography lesson. · right and left. 

CLC Offers Parents A Choice 
For many of the district's students, par
ents and teachers, Union's Continuous 
Learning Calendar (CLC) has become a 
popular alternative to the traditional 
school year. The CLC, a voluntary 12-
month instructional program for stu
dents in grades one through five, fol
lows a "4 5-1 5" plan whereby students 
attend classes for approximately nine 
weeks (45 days), followed by a break or 
"intersession" lasting three weeks (15 
days). Students under the CLC program 
observe the same spring and winter 
breaks and holidays as traditional stu
dents and enjoy a six-week summer 
break as well. 

Teachers and parents report that the 
CLC program has shown positive results 
by increasing student retention, 
decreasing student burnout, providing 
higher motivation and promoting 
greater student achievement. 

A popular feature of the CLC is a volun
tary intersession program that provides 
for academic remediation and enrich
ment courses supplementing the regu
lar curriculum. This fall 's intersession, 

which runs the first three weeks of 
October, includes a study of medieval 
times, a field trip to the Tulsa State Fair, 
a study of ocean life and an experience 
in detective science. 

The Continuous Learning Calendar is 
offered, along with the traditional calen
dar, at three elementary schools: Cedar 
Ridge Elementary (for students attend-

Third graders Caitlin 
Gruns, left, and Emily 
Gulick discover Polar 
the Bear who, while 
left unchaperoned 
overnight, has spilled 
the classroom mar
bles during a teddy 
bear slumber party at 
Jarman Elementary. 
The event marked the 
culmination of a liter
ature unit on fairy
mles and provided 
students with the 
opportunity to create 
their ow'n stories 
about the antics of 
their favorite stuffed 
animals. 

The Andersen Parent Teacher Association 
dedicated new playground equipment during 
ribbon cutting ceremonies in late August. 
Initial planning involved parents, teachers 
and staff, and focused on educational and 
safety issues. The first phase of the project 
was installed in May, and final work was 
completed in july. Officially opening the 
playground for fun and games are Ken 
North, operations director and Janet Theis, 
Andersen PTA (Submitted photo) 

ing Andersen, Darnaby, Jarman or Cedar 
Ridge), Clark Elementary (for students 
attending Boevers, Briarglen and Clark); 
and Peters Elementary (for students 
attending McAuliffe, Moore, Grove and 
Peters.) Parents and students interested 
in the CLC program may contact their 
school administrative office or the 
Education Service Center at 459-5432. 

________], 



September-October, 2001-------------------------------- Page 3 

.Wouldn't it be strange if ... two Cedar 
Aidge Elementary students won awards 
in a national arts program? 

Drawing on the theme, "Wouldn't it be 
strange if .. . ," first-grader Hunter 
Cochran and second-grader Bryan Jan 
were presented silver medallion Award 
of Merit medallions for placing among 
the top eight finalists in the 2000-2001 
National Parent-Teacher Association 
Reflections contest. Hunter's winning 
literature entry was entitled, "It Would 
be Really Strange if Kids Ruled the 
World." Bryan's entry was an original 
piano composition, "It Would be Really 
Strange if Big Foot Were in My House." 

Wouldn't It Be Strange If. 
The annual Reflections program recog
nizes the accomplishments of students 
in literature, visual arts, photography 
and music. Entries are judged at the 
school, local, state and national level on 
the basis of artistic merit, creativity and 
interpretation of the theme. The Union 
students were chosen from among 
22,000 state entries to represent the 
state. 

Hunter and Bryan were presented the 
Award of Excellence by the Oklahoma 
Reflections program. Other Union stu
dents recognized at the state level 
included: Literature: Lauren Lemons, 
Beevers; Molly Moses, Peters; Addie 

Union Veterans 
to Receive UHS Diplomas 

During a special program, Union will 
grant high school diplomas to veterans 
who were unable to graduate during 
World War II. The ceremony will be con
ducted at Jarman Elementary, 9015 E. 
79th St., on Friday, November 9, begin
ning at 9:15 a.m. 

As part of a tribute to area veterans, 
diplomas will be presented to any veter
an of the United States Armed Forces 
who meets the following requirements: 

• Must be a resident of the State of 
Oklahoma; 

• Must have been honorably discharged 
from the Armed Forces of the United 
States of America between the dates 
of September 16, 1940, and December 
31, 1946; 

• Must have served a minimum of 18 
consecutive months of active duty or 
have been discharged with a service
connected disability. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub· 
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in October 
and january by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 
l29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134·6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas· 
Bethell is Co=unications Director/Editor. 
The Communicator staff includes janie 
Froman, Shannon Phillips and Beverly 
Thummel. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134·6711, or call 459·3305 . 

"Many World War II veterans were called 
into service before finishing high 
school," said Dr. Jim Jones, Assistant 
Superintendent of Curriculum and 
Instruction. "Our students and staff 
would like to acknowledge and honor 
the sacrifices made by those who pro
tected our freedoms. The Veteran's Day 
program will be a way for us to express 
our gratitude." 

Veterans and family members who 
would like to be included in the recogni
tion program may register or receive 
additional information by calling 
Jarman principal Patti Pitcock at (918) 
250-3855. 

Tipton, Darnaby; and Rachael Thomas, 
6th-7th Grade Center; Visual Arts: 
Tessie Blake, Andersen; Rebecca 
Buedden, Peters; Justin Bachmeier, 
Briarglen; Gennifer Zheng, Jarman; 
Geoffrey Gill; Cedar Ridge; and Deidre 
Howard, Intermediate High School; 

Bryan jan & Hunter Cochran were silver 
medallion winners in the national Reflections 
contest. 

Music: Ashley Corral, McAuliffe; Lorrie 
Davis, Jarman; McKenzie Berry, Moore; 
Jada Hall, Briarglen; Melissa Nichols, 
Darnaby; Scott Jones, Darnaby; and 
Cara Meyer, 6th-7th Grade Center; 
Photography: Hillary Holt, Darnaby; 
Adrienne Allan, Moore; Derek 
Kostelnick, Boevers; and Kelsey 
Cipolla, Darnaby. 

The 2001-2002 Reflections theme is, "I 
hold in my hand . .. ," and entry deadline 
is October 24. For a copy of the rules 
and entry form, visit your school office. 

Schools across the 
district observed the 
National Day 
Prayer 
Remembrance on 
September 14 honor· 
ing the victims of the 
terrorist attacks on 
the World Trade 
Center and the 
Pentagon. Parent 
Cindy Rolen and 
two·year·old son 
Connor make a visit 
to a fenced memorial 
at Jarman Elemen· 
tary, where he 
daughter, Emily, 
kindergartner, 
other students 
played expressions 
hope and encourag· 
ment. 

Other stories from 
around the district 
will be featured in the 
next issue of the 
Communicator. 
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IHS to Participate 
in Pilot Testing Program 

Union Intermediate High School has 
been selected to participate in a pilot 
program to enable all sophomore stu
dents to take the PSAT free of charge on 
Tuesday, October 16, 2001. The purpose 
is to provide school staff with 
PSAT/NMSQT score information that 
might be of assistance in the identifica
tion of potential Advanced Placement 
candidates. 

Our students will realize many benefits 
from participation in this pilot program. 
The PSAT/NMSQT serves as a practice 
test for the SAT®I: Reasoning Test. The 
new Score Report Plus will give each stu
dent personalized information to better 
understand test results and strategies 
for improving skill areas. Students may 
also indicate that they would like to 
receive information from colleges and 
begin communicating this spring with 
institutions of higher education. For 
more information regarding this proj
ect, contact Kathy Dodd, Director of 
Assessment, at 459-3318 or 
doddk@unionps.org. 

Union Schools Education 
Foundation Book Fair will be 

February 9 & 10, 2002. 
Donated books may be dropped 

off at the Education Service 
Center, 5656 S. 129th E. Avenue, 
or any Union school site office. 

Six Seniors Named National Merit Semifinalists 

The National Merit 
Scholarship Program, a 
privately financed aca
demic scholarship com
petition,! has named six 
Union IDgh School sen
iors National Merit 
Semifinalists. The stu
dents are Chris Culver, 
Anne Hullinger, Kristin 
D. McWilliams, Michelle 
VanSchoyck and Ashley 
Watts. Anna Smith, a 
Union student attending 
the Oklahoma School of 
Science and Mathemat-

Union National Merit Semifinalists include, from left, Ashley Watts, 
Kristin McWilliams, Michelle VanSchoyck, Anne Hullinger, and Chris 
Culver. Not pictured is Anna Smith, a student at the Oklahoma 
School of Science and Mathematics. 

ics, was also named a semifinalist. 

Chris Culver is active in Boy Scouts, 
church choir and youth group. Anne 
Hullinger is a member of Student 
Council, National Honor Society, French 
Honor Society, Redskins for Christ, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, the 
Union Bowling Club, and is the varsity 
volleyball manager. Kristin McWilliams 
is a member of the National Honor 
Society and Spanish Honor Society. 
Michelle VanShoyck is a member of the 
Math Club, National Honor Society and 
Academic Team. She is active in 
Venture Crew (co-ed Scouting). Ashley 
Watts is a member of the Union 
Highsteppers, Spanish Honor Society, 
National Honor Society, Bowling Club, 
Renaissance and Drug-Free Youth. Anna 

Smith is attending the Oklahoma School 
of Science and Mathematics during her 
junior and senior years . 

The students were named National 
Merit Semifinalists based on their per
formance on the PSAT/ NMSQT--a test 
that measures verbal, math and writing 
skills. They are now eligible to apply for 
Finalist standing by meeting additional 
academic requirements . 

Seven other Union High School seniors 
were named National Merit Commended 
Students in recognition of their high 
academic performance on the 
PSAT/NMSQT test. Those students 
include Elizabeth R. Casey, Phillip A. 
Coghill, Justin Floro, Melissa L. Martin, 
Jonathan D. Moore, James D. Rader and 
Ashkan Sepahvand. 

Juniors Attend Academic 'Drill' Camp Secondary Progress Reports 
In an effort to communicate more 
effectively vvith parents about their 
secondary students' academic status, 
progress reports will be sent home 
more frequently. Following a revision 
to Board Policy #5035 - Progress 
Reports, all students, whether or not 
they are failing a class, will be given an 
academic progress report in each class 
every 4 1/2 weeks during the semes
ter. That means parents will receive 
three progress reports and a report 
card each semester. Please note that 
grades are calculated cumulatively 
throughout the semester. 

In preparation for Scholastic 
Assessment Testing (SAT), 33 Union 

Heather Stiverson ponders her future while 
preparing for the SA T. 

High School juniors participated in an 
intensive week of academic drills during 
the summer Academic Camp for 
Enrichment (ACE). Students learned 

strc.ttegies for improving test-taking 
skills and enriched their general verbal 
and mathematic skills through a variety 
of activities, including computer pro
grams that analyzed subject strengths 
and weaknesses, videos produced by 
SAT, and tutoring by Union High School 
lead teacher Debra Barlow and 
Intermediate High School teacher joella 
Roberts. 

According to Stephanie Reagor who 
coordinates ACE and Union's Pre
Advanced Placement (AP), 33 students 
participated in this year's camp, and 
plans are already underway to double 
the number participating in the future. 
"The students have responded so posi
tively that we are hoping to expand our 
program to include Super Saturdays 
during the school year and a larger 
camp next summer," commented 
Reagor. 

For the first semester, progress 
reports will be sent September 21, 
October 17 and November 28, and 
report cards will be distributed 
January 15. For the second semester, 
progress reports will be sent February 
8, March 13 and April 24, with report 
cards sent May 31. 
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Construction Begins Ice Route 
Information on Union's Multipurpose Activity Center 

Construction on the 
Union Public Schools 
Multipurpose 
Activity Center offi
cially began on 
August 2, after a 
9:00 a.m. ground
breaking ceremony 
at the site, 6636 S. 
Mingo Road. The 
mayors of Tulsa and 
Broken Arrow were 
among the guests 
joining Superinten
dent Dr. Cathy 
Burden and mem
bers of the Union 
Board of Education 
for the ceremony. 

Each winter, the Union Public Schools 
transportation department is responsi
ble for developing routes in which 
school buses may travel safely during 
inclement winter weather. 

"Ice routes" are used when weather is 
such that buses should not attempt to 
travel hilly areas. The Union School 
District ice routes affect the area 
between Yale and Sheridan from 76th to 
9lst Streets South. 

The Center, to be 
built south of Union 
Tuttle Stadium on 
the Union High 

Members of the Union Board of Education join Superintendent C~t~y 
Burden in breaking ground on the district's new Mu!tipurpose Actlv~ty 
Center. Standing from left are: Phil Barr, Scott McDamel, Dr. Burden, ]lm 
Williams and Derek Rader. 

Students living in this area will receive 
ice route maps for their respective 
buses and may use whatever stop is 
most convenient for them under these 
bad weather conditions. Stop times will 
be as close as possible to the posted 
time; however, delays are to be expect
ed. 

When ice routes are to be used or school 
is cancelled, the information will be 
released to all television and radio sta
tions no later than 6:00 A.M. Parents 
may also call the Union Public Schools 
Weatherline at 459-3365 for school clo 
ings or ice route information. 

School campus, includes a 5,800-seat 
multi-use arena, versatile floor space for 
a wide array of district and community 
events, a student store, locker and 
dressing rooms, concessions, offices 
and a wellness center. Voters in the 
Union district overwhelmingly passed 
two consecutive bond issues to pay for 
the $22-million building. It is expected 
to open and begin serving Union stu
dents, kindergarten through 12th grade, 
in 2003 . The Union Multipurpose 
Activity Center will be available for com
munity activities as well. 

Union High School's Renegade Regiment 
Marching Band played prior to the cere
mony, and three Union students---broth
ers Aaron, Christian and Wesley Gray-
-sang the National Anthem. Dr. Burden 
made a few comments and introduced 
the guests who also spoke. Sharing the 
podium were Tulsa Mayor Susan 
Savage, Broken Arrow Mayor Jim 
Reynolds, Union Board of Education 
President Jim Williams, Union's 

On the Cover 
Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden, 
recently named the Oklahoma 
Administrator of the Year, visits students 
in a third grade music class at Jarman. 
From left to right: Andrea Buff. Dr. 
Burden, Sam Zsiga, Travis Kulka; front 
row, Tyler Brown. (See related story on 
page 8). 

Executive Director of Support Services 
Mark Robertson, Gary Sparks 
Companies President Gary Sparks, and 
the Senior Vice President of FLINTCO, 
INC., David Kollmann. 

Friendly Officers Walk the Beat at Union 
the district's Character Counts and 
Drug-Free Youth programs. 

Students and faculty can find a friend in 
officers whose daily "beat" includes the 
halls of Union secondary and elemen-
tary schools. The School Resource The officers are housed in the 6th/ 7th 
Officer (SRO) Grade Center, 8th Grade 
program is a Center imd Intermediate High 
f e d e r a 11 y School, though each is 
funded safe- assigned to serve specific ele-
ty and educa- mentary and secondary 
tional project schools, and all respond to 
involving five calls within their depart-
local law ment's boundaries. As part 
enforcement of their job duties, officers 
0 f f i c e r s : provide intervention and pre-
Mark Penley, ventive services, making 
E.T. Truewell School resource officers include, from left, home visits and offering 
and David Mark Penley, E. T. Truewell, Jeri Tucker, Scott assistance within the family 

Oelke and David Kerpon. Kerpon, 
Tulsa County Sheriff's Department; Jeri 
Tucker, Tulsa Police Department; and 
Scott Oelke, Broken Arrow Police 
Department. 

The officers, who are specially trained 
to work with students and faculty, per
form all of the regular responsibilities 
normally assigned to on-duty officers. 
In addition, they are trained to teach 
"officer friendly" classes and to support 

setting. 

According to Danny Williams, 
Coordinator of Student Assistance 
Programs, the officers do more than 
provide protection. "One of their main 
objectives is to befriend and help ou 
students," he said. "The SRO program b 
aimed at preventing kids from getting 
into trouble, and the more we can meet 
that objective, the better off the whole 
community will be." 
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Parent Notification of Child Identification, Location, Screening and Evaluation 
;{'his notice is to inform parents of the 
child identification, location, screening 
and evaluation activities to be conduct
ed throughout the year by the Union 
Public School District in coordination 
with the Oklahoma State Department of 
Education. Personally identifiable infor
mation shall be collected and main
tained in a confidential manner in carry
ing out the following activities: 

REFERRAL - Preschool children ages 
three through five and students 
enrolled in K-12 who are suspected of 
having disabilities which may require 
special and related services may be 
referred for screening and evaluation 
through the local schools. Union Public 
Schools and the Regional Education 
Service Centers coordinate with the 
Sooner Start Early Intervention Program 
in referrals for identification and evalu
ation of infants and toddlers who may 
be eligible for early intervention servic
es from birth through two years of age 
or for special education and related 
services beginning at three years of age. 
The Oklahoma Areawide Service Infor
mation System (OASIS), through a toll
free number (1-800-42-0ASIS), also pro
vides statewide information and refer
rals to local schools and other service 
providers. 

SCREENING - Screening activities may 
include vision, hearing and health. 
Other screening activities may include: 
review of records and educational histo
ry; interview; observations; and special
ly developed readiness or educational 
screening instruments. 
(1) Readiness Screening - Personally 
identifiable information is collected on 
all kindergarten students participating 
in schoolwide screening to assess readi
ness prior to entry into first grade. 
Results of the screening are made avail
able to parents or legal guardians, 
teachers, and school administrators. No 
child shall be screened for readiness or 
evaluated without prior notice to the 
child's parent or legal guardian or 
whose parent or legal guardian has filed 
written objection with the local school 
district. 
(2) Educational Screening -Educational 
creening includes accepted procedures 

for the identification of children who 
may have special learning needs and 
may be eligible for special education 
and related services in accordance with 
the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA). Each school dis
trict in the state provides educational 
screening. No child shall be education
ally screened without prior notice to the 
child's t parent or legal guardian or 
whose ~arent or legal guardian has filed 
written objection with the local school 
district. 
'' Educational screening is implement

ed for all first grade students each 
school year. 

'' Second through twelfth grade stu
dents shall be screened as needed or 
upon request of the parent, legal 
guardian, or teacher. 

'' Students entering the public school 
system from another state or from 
within the state without previous 
educational screening, shall be edu
cationally screened within six 
months from the date of such entry. 

EVALUATION - Evaluation means pro
cedures used in accordance with federal 
laws and regulations to determine 
whether a child has a disability and the 
nature and extent of the special educa
tion and related services that the child 
needs. The term means; procedures 
used selectively with an individual child 
and does not include basic tests admin
istered or procedures used with all chil
dren in a school, grade, or class. Written 
consent of the parent or legal guardian 
for such evaluation must be on file with 
the Union Public School District prior to 
any child receiving an initial evaluation 
for special education and related servic
es purposes. 
Collection of Personally Identifiable 
Information - Educational records con
taining personally identifiable informa
tion collected by Union Public Schools in 
the identification, location, screening, 
and evaluation of children shall be 
maintained in accordance with Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) and the Policies and Procedures 
for Special Education in Oklahoma. 

Union Public Schools has developed and 
implemented policies regarding the col
lection, storage, disclosure, and destruc
tion of confidential student records . 
Parents may obtain a copy of the Union 
Public School's policy from the Office of 
Superintendent of Schools. 

In accordance with FERPA, Union Public 
Schools ensures that the parent or eligi
ble student has a right to: 

* inspect and review the students edu
cation records within 45 days of 
receipt of request for access; 

* request the amendment of the stu
dents education records to ensure 
that they are not inaccurate, mislead
ing or otherwise in violation of the 
student's privacy or other rights; 

'' consent to disclosure of personally 
identifiable information contained in 
the student's education records, 
except to the extent that the act and 
regulations in this part authorize dis
closure without consent; 

* file with the United States Depart
ment of Education a complaint under 
99.64 concerning alleged failures by 
Union Public Schools to comply with 
the requirements of the act and this 
part; 

'' obtain a copy of the FERPA policy 
adopted under 99.6 by Union Public 
Schools upon request from the Office 
of Superintendent. 

Before any major identification, loca
tion, or evaluation, schools shall provide 
notice to parents. 

The Union Public Schools shall ensure 
all parents who have a primary language 
other than English that they shall be 
afforded written notices and oral com
munication translated so the parents 
understand the communication. This 
may be provided by an interpreter or 
other means necessary. 

PUBUC NOTICE 
Union Public Schools makes every effort to contact, evaluate, and educate, in the least restrictive 
environment, each handicapped child under the provisions of Public Law 105-17 (Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act) and State Department of Education guidelines. Parents/ guardians may 
call 4 59-3 3 2 5 for information. 

Union Public Schools ensures that parent/guardians may inspect and review any educational records of their child maintained at the school. Such records are kept in limited access confidential files. 
Confidentiality procedures, including a list of persons with file access , are posted in each school 
building. 

The Union Public School District Plan for Special Education has been filed with the State Department 
of Education, and copies are available for public inspection in the Education Serv1ce Center. 
Inquiries concerning special education programs may be drrected to Dr. Bonrue Johnson, 459-3325. 
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Union Employees Honored by District & State 
Support Employees of the Year 

The district's school operations run 
smoothly thanks to the unyielding com
mitment of the support staff. Support 
Employees of the Year are chosen based 
on their coopera
tion, attitude, job 
performance and 
attendance. 

Honored as the 
Union Support 
Employees of the 
Year are: Jim 
Coldwell, 
Operations; Kathy jim Coldwell 
Roblin, Boevers-
Child Nutrition; and Donna Thomas 
and John Milgate, Transportation. 

Jim Coldwell has worked as a carpenter 
for the school district since September 

1991. 

Kathy Roblin 
works in the Child 
Nutrition 
Department at 
Boevers. She has 
worked for the 
district for 14 
years . 

Kathy Roblin Donna Thomas 

has worked for five years in the trans
portation department and serves as an 
assistant on a special needs bus, work
ing with multi
handicapped stu-
dents . John 
Milgate has 
worked for the 
transportation 
department for 
eight years and 
has driven many 
different types of 
buses for the dis
trict. He is the 
driver of a spe- john Milgate & Donna 
cial needs bus. Thomas 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. l29th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

District Leads The Way in 
Oklahoma Education 

Union school district's dedication to 
excellence in education has recently 
been recbgnized by several state profes
sional organizations. 

Education Director of the Year by the 
Oklahoma Directors of Special Services. 
The award is based on contributions to 
the field and support of colleagues as 
well as participation with other profes
sionals . The Oklahoma Directors of 
Special Services is comprised of district 

.. .. ~~--~~~~ administra-
The Oklahoma Associa- tors repre-
tion of School Admin- senting all 
istrators (OASA), a pro- public schools 
fessional organization of and special 
school superintendents e d u c a t i o n 
and other central office cooperatives 
administrators, has in the state, as 
named Union Super- well as the 
intendent Dr. Cathy special educa-
Burden the state's tion section of 
Administrator of the the State 
Year. The OASA is an IIDI.r-... B~o-nn_i_e,.].,.oh•n.,.son, left, and Dr. Angela Love Department 
umbrella organization of were recently honored with awards by two state of Education. 
the Cooperative Council professional organizations. 

for Oklahoma School The Union Classroom Teachers 
Administration (CCOSA). Association (UCTA), under the leader

Dr. Burden, who oversees one of the 
largest school districts in the state and 
is the first woman to receive the honor, 
was recognized during the organiza
tion's August conference in Oklahoma 
City. She will represent Oklahoma at 
the American Association of School 
Administrators' National Conference on 
Education this February in San Diego, as 
a candidate for the National 
Superintendent of the Year. 

School psychologist Dr. Angela Love 
was presented the Faye Catlett Award 
for Outstanding School Psychologist of 
the· Year by the Oklahoma School 
Psychological Association. She was cho
sen from among the state's practicing 
psychologists who spend the majority 
of their time providing direct services to 
students, teachers and parents in school 
settings. Love received the award for 
her dedication to providing exemplary 
services to children and youth. 

Dr. Bonnie Johnson, Director of Special 
Services, was selected Oklahoma Special 

ship of president Glenda Puett and 
chief negotiator Ted Auwen, received 
the Oklahoma Education Association's 
Collective Bargaining Award. The 
organization was recognized for its pro
fessionalism and effectiveness in pro
moting cooperation and open communi
cation with the district's negotiating 
team. Chief Financial Officer Deborah 
Jacoby, in a letter of support, described 
the organization as "very professional, 
very well informed and very concerned 
about meeting the needs of both their 
members and the students who attend 
Union Public Schools." 

Notification of 
Management Plans 

All buildings in the Union School Distri~t 
have been inspected for asbestos rn 
accordance with the EPA law, "The 
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response 
Act" (AHERA). Results are in the dis
trict's management plans ~d are avail
able at the Union EducatiOn Service 
Center. For an appointment to VIew 
them, contact Hassan Yekzaman at 459-
3350. 


