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Union Students Care for Their Community 

Acts of kindness and generosity were prevalent 
among Union students and faculty during the 
month of December. Without exception, each 
school site provided students the opportunity to 
share with the less fortunate or to celebrate the 
spirit of volunteerism. 

Many schools collected financial donations for 
the purchase of angel tree gifts and stockings. 
Others organized the collection of warm coats, 
hats and gloves, while still others volunteered at 
local Salvation Army centers. Many school sites 
collected canned and boxed foods for donation 

During the holiday season, Drug-Free Youth (D·FY) collected more 
than $3,100 in change and small bills for the Angel Bear Project, a 
community organization which provides Christmas gifts and food for 
needy families. The D·FY organization--through donations from stu· 
dents, faculty and staff at the High School, Intermediate and Eighth 
Grade Center--provided gifts and food for nine needy families, inc/ud· 
ing a total of 19 children from the ages of three months to 17 years. 
Pictured counting one morning's donations are, back row from left, 
Hayden Lewis and Katie Norred; front row, Beth Arnold and Muriel 
Hakim. 
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Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

to area communi~~-
ty food banks. 

In a show of com
munity support, 
students in the 
Family Learning 
in Progress pro
gram provided a 
fanciful creation 
in the children's 
gingerbread 
exhibit at the 
Philbrook Muse-

Union teacher Kay· 
Tee Niquette, center, 
observes the careful 
work of volunteers 
Carmen Valtierra, 
left, and Lourde 
Duran as they 
place the finishing 
touches on the can
died school bus roof. 

Under the leadership of the Seventh Grade Student Council, students at the 
6th/7th Grade Center collected food and coats for the less fortunate. just 
in time for a snap of cold weather, the Student Council delivered a large 
number of canned goods and warm coats to the Salvation Army for distri
bution to families in need. Pictured above, from left, are students Rebecca 
Waggy, Lindsey Cleveland, jon Nation, Emma Williams, Blake Winden and, 
center, Brenna O'Toole. 
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Linda Snowbarger 
Andersen Elementary 

Cheryl Biggs 
Briarglen Elementary 

Charles Johnston 
Clark Elementary 

Amanda Latta 
Grove Elemenrary 

Union Recognizes 
Outstanding Teachers 

Dana Bundy 
Boevers Elementary 

Margaret Hanne 
Cedar Ridge Elementary 

Pam O'Halloran 
Darnaby Elementary 

julie Wilcox 
Jarman Elementary 

Union is pleased to recognize the 2000-
2001 Teacher of the Year honorees from 
individual school sites within the dis
trict. They are: Debra Barlow, English, 

nion High School; Tim Neller, English, 
ternative School; Eric Moon, history, 

In rmediate High School; Donna 
G ison, U.S. government, 8th Grade 
Cen r; Neta Emmons, English, 7th 
Grad Center; liz Nichol, reading, 6th 
Grade Center; linda Snowbarger, fifth 
grade, ndersen Elementary; Dana 
Bundy, ichment specialist, Boevers 
Element ; Cheryl Biggs, special edu
cation, Bri glen Elementary; Margaret 
Hanne, art, Cedar Ridge Elementary; 
Charle~ Jo n, music, Clark 
Element'ary; PaitJ O'tlatlo an, enrich
ment f:~ ecialist, Darnaby ementary; 
Amand!P tta, primary multiag.e, Grove 
Elementary; Julie Wilcox, art, man 
Eleme~ry; Cherry Redus, enric ent 
speciali , McAuliffe Elementary; B 
Mitchell, usic, Moore Elementary; an 
Glenda P~tt, enrichment specialist, 
Peters Elementary. 

The district's t~cher of the year will be 
chosen from thi\ group of nominees by 
Union's professional development co 

mittee. The t:• ction will be ba on 
qualifications rovided by tate of 
Oklahoma Tc er *lf ~~ ear program 
and will be announced at a districtwide 
reception in February. Union's Teacher 
of the Year will advance to the state 
competition. 

Tim Neller 
A lternative School 

On the Cover 

Betty Mitchell 
Moore Elemenrary 

Donna Gamson 
Eighth Grade Center 

Debra Barlow 
High School 

Cherry Redus 
McAuliffe Elementary 

Glenda Puett 
Peters Elementary 

Neta Emmons 
Seventh Grade Center 

Eric Moon 
Intermediate High School 

The Union High School Renegade Regiment performs at December's 
state championship football pep rally. The band completed a success
ful marching season by winning the Oklahoma Bandmasters 
Association State Championship at the University of Tulsa. The 
Regiment also took top honors at the regional Bands of America com-

petition in St. Louis and placed tenth out of 88 bands in the BOA Grand 
Nationals in Indianapolis. The season's crowning event was the receipt 
of an official invitation to perform in the 2002 Rose Bowl parade in 
Pasadena, California. 
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Twin Art Teachers Create Lasting Impression 
Paint brushes in one hand and a ball 
; love in the other, Andrew and John 
Zaferes are both making a lasting 
impression at Union schools. The cre
ative duo, identical twin brothers, are 
Union elementary art teachers and high 
school softball/baseball coaches. 
Andrew has been a member of the 
Darnaby faculty since 1992 and 
John joined Briar glen in the fall of 
2000, coming to Union from Jenks 
middle school. 

The Zaferes brothers, who gradu
ated from the New York City High 
School of Arts and Design, earned 
double degrees in 1991 from Oral 
Roberts University where they 
studied commercial art and art 
education. And though their pro
fessional paths took 
turns for a few 
years, the two have 
become well
known at Union 
High School for 
their annual par
ticipation in 

raduation Cele
Jration, creating 
comical senior 
caricatures that 
now undoubtedly 
grace the scrap
books of hundreds 
of Union families . 

Because of 
involvement with Graduation 
Celebration, Andrew Zaferes has been 
commissioned to paint a series of 
murals in the Union High School per
forming arts and gymnasium foyer. 
This fall he completed the first mural-
depicting Native American warriors 
standing guard from a rock ledge--above 
the gymnasium entrance. A second 
mural is planned for the entrance to the 
Performing Arts Center. 

In addition, Andrew is in demand each 
year for his talents in creating water 
color portraits of graduating senior ath
letes in the Union baseball, basketball 
and softball programs. The portraits 
are created from photographs and pre
ented to the graduating athletes by 

.heir respective booster dubs. 

John, too, creates portraits of athletes 
through the Jenks athletic program, 
where he coached softball, baseball, 

football and tennis during his seven
year tenure. His recent move to Union 
was particularly motivated by the desire 
to coach alongside his brother--a plan 
the two have worked toward since join
ing the teaching profession 11 years 
ago. 

Thanks to Union, the Zafares brothers 
are finally living out a dream--sharing 
their passions for teaching art, coaching 
baseball/softball and creating lasting 
impressions in the lives of their stu
dents. 

Twin brothers Andrew and John Zaferes, left, are Union base
ball/softball coaches and elementary art teachers. Andrew 
abo~e, puts finishing touches on a mural outside the UHS gym: 
nas1um. 
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This Is Your Invitation 
to Step Up and Get Involved 
by Superintendent Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 

"Students are not vessels to be filled, 
but candles to be lit." 

The most important thing a parent can 
do to ensure that his/her child is suc
cessful is to be involved in school. Now 
is your chance to get involved where 
your input can really make a difference. 

ln order for Union to meet the chal
lenges in the years ahead, a 100-mem
ber committee has identified ten critical 
areas to concentrate our efforts on for 
the next four to five years. Action 
Teams will be formed to study and 
make recommendations for improve
ment in each of those ten critical areas. 
Each Action Team needs about twenty 
parents, business and community lead
ers, students, teachers and administra
tors who can work from now until sum
mer to come up with ways to make us 
. the best possible school for all our stu
. dents. 

he ten critical areas identified by our 
Renewed Focus on Results strategic 
planning committee are: 

6. English As A Second Language - to 
meet the needs of ESL students and 
families 

7. Student Support Services- to improve 
supportive services for students 

8. Learning For All - to ensure quality 
learning opportunities for all students 

9. Partnerships - to promote communi
cation and links with the community 

10. Staff Issues - to recruit, retain, 
develop and reinforce the best staff pos
sible 

You are invited to sign up for one of 
these Action Teams. We need people 
who have good ideas and who care 
about the future of Union schools. Be a 
part of the solution. Make an impact. 
Please call the Superintendent's Office 
at 459-3301 and sign up for an Action 
Team today. 

Thanks, 
Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Phillip Douget, a tenth grader at the 
Intermediate High School and a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 920, organized a flag retirement 
ceremony in honor of Pearl Harbor Day on 
December 7. Phillip, with the help of area Yale 
Cleaners, accepted the donation of over 200 
used flags that were retired in military cere
monies at Camp Russell in Broken Arrow. 
Honored guests at the ceremony included sur
vivors of the attack on Pearl Harbor. Pictured 
with Phillip is Sherri Ree, manager of the Yale 
Cleaners on South Garnett. 

l. Academic Focus - to encourage, 
develop, and reward academic excel
lence Regents Offer Access to Higher Learning 
2. Alternative Education - to meet the 
needs of at-risk students 

3. Funding Support - to increase 
resources for Union schools 

4. Secondary Education - to enhance 
curriculum, instructional delivery and 
facilities 

5. Early Childhood - to expand educa
tional opportunities for young children 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in 
October and January by Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. 
It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy 
Burden is Superintendent of Schools. 
Gretchen Haas-Bethel! is Communications 
Director/Editor. The Communicator staff 

' includes Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and 
' Shannon Phillips. Periodicals postage paid at 
Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call 
459-3305. 

Making college accessi
ble to more Oklahoma 
students is the goal of 
two programs adminis-

. tered through the 
Oklahoma State Re
gents for Higher Educa
tion. 

The Oklahoma Higher 
Learning Access Pro
gram (OHLAP) provides 
resident tuition to stu
dents for courses 
required to complete a degree or pro
gram within five years from award. The 
program is designed to assist students 
in families with income of $50,000 or 
less. To become eligible for tuition a 
student must be a resident of 
Oklahoma, complete courses meeting 
admission requirements, graduate with 
a 2.5 grade point average and be admit
ted and enrolled in a post-secondary 
institution of higher learning or 
career/ technology program. 

The Oklahoma Tuition 
Scholarship Program will pro
vide scholarships to students 
graduating from high school 
beginning in the 2002-2003 
school year and planning to 
attend post-secondary educa
tion in Oklahoma. The scholar
ship must be used within three 
years of graduation and is 
available to students from 
families with income of no 
more than $70,000 per year. 
The first two years of the stu

dent's resident tuition will be paid by 
the state of Oklahoma, subject to the 
availability of funding. In addition, stu
dents must meet additional academic, 
financial and college admission require
ments. 

For more information or a complete list
ing of requirements for both programs, 
contact the Oklahoma State Regents for 
Higher Education at (405) 524-9100, or 
visit a Union school counselor. 
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Union Student Seeks 
Adventure in the Sky 

Rich Ellis, a junior at Union High 
and a student in Tulsa 
Center's aircraft maintenance 
earned his private pilot's license 
December 3, 2000, and can now 
found behind the controls of his 
airplane--a Rans Coyote S6-ES. 
with the help of his father, built 
experimental two-seater, 
"Blue Bird." Completing construction 
the plane last spring, Rich flew it on 
first long-haul trip in August 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where he p 
pated in "Airventure 2000," an 
air show attended by aviators 
across the world. Ellis and his 
have attended the event for s 
years, and he is a 1999 graduate of 
AirVenture flight academy; 

UHS junior Rich Ellis poses with his pride and joy--a Rans Coyote S6-ES experimental aircraft which 
he and his father built together. 

this summer's trip represented his 
solo flight to the festival. 

As an Eagle Scout, Rich has also "n'"'·'"n 
sharing his knowledge of 
with others. He helped organize and 
actively involved in Air Scouts Post 
an Explorer unit sponsored by 'n"rr " n 

School of Aeronautics at Jones River 
Airport. Rich, who says he first took 
controls of an airplane when he was "t 
short to see over the dashboard," 

working toward completion of an air-
craft and powerplant (A&P) license at 
Tulsa Technology Center's Riverside 
campus. He is also a member of the 
Union High School jazz band, is an Eagle 
Scout and enjoys a variety of adventur
ous hobbies--including flying, scuba div
ing, rappelling, rock climbing and sail
ing. Rich's future plans include study
ing business or music in college and 
owning his own aircraft maintenance 
shop. 

Andersen Elementary fifth grader player Andy Zumwalde, left, receives a 
january lunch-time visit from award-winning wide receiver jerome janet. 
According to Andersen counselor , jerome had inspired Andy to work hard in school 
by emphasizing excellence in the as well as on the gridiron. Andy was treated to the 
visit after making the Andersen honor roll. jerome was recently named to the 2000 Parade All
American High School Football Team. 

Notice to Parents 
Regarding 

Spring Break 
Trips 

Parents should be aware that 
Union High School does not 
sponsor Spring Break trips to 
Cancun or other resort areas. 
If you have any questions 
regarding student trips, 
please contact the trip spon
sor, the principal or the 
school office. 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion 

Section 6 of House Bill 1017, 
Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) pro
vides the opportunity for students to 
move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course, and/ or 
grade level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma PASS objectives. Proficiency
Based Promotion is intended to serve 
those students enrolled in Union Public 
Schools whose needs cannot be met by 
following the traditional timetable and 
sequence, but who require promotion 
beyond current placement. 

Applications may be picked up and 
returned through the site COUI).Selors 
between March 5 and April 2. 
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. Lighting the Candles! 
Curriculum Highlights 

Science is Alive at Union 

Science is alive and well at Union's ele
mentary schools with this year's intro
duction of a hands-on science curricu
lum. Developed by the National Science 
Resources Center (NSRC) of the 
Smithsonian Institution and the 
National Academy of Sciences, the cur
riculum seeks to improve the teaching 
of science in the nation's schools. 

Teachers across the district have 
received professional development to 
support implementation of the new pro
gram. Faculty from the University of 
Tulsa have also played a role in offering 
teacher support. 

"What makes the curriculum so exciting 
is that it actively engages the children," 
said Kathy Dodd, Union's Director of 
Assessment. "It's noisy, but the children 

are extremely focused. That's 
the reason why teachers are 
willing to work harder to 
expose their students to the 
motivational aspect of the 
activities." 

According to Dodd, studies 
indicate that students who 
are more excited and motivat
ed by science in elementary 
and middle school will take 
advanced science courses in 
high school and college. 

Union to Expand 
AP /Pre-AP Program 

Boevers students Brooke Passmore, left, and Nikki Baker focus 
intently on the antics of live crabs during a scientific exercise 
in the classroom of .Janice Luce. 

Beginning with the 2001 -2002 
school year, Union will con
solidate all honors and gifted 

A series of science units provides chil
dren with the opportunity to learn first 
hand what it means to be a true scien
tist. Students mimic the work of real 
scientists through observing, measur
ing, classifying, experimenting, inter
preting data, researching, communicat
ing and practicing safety. Examples of 
s_tudy units include solids and liquids; 
hfe cycle of a butterfly; soils; animal 
studies; chemical tests; ecosystems; and 
time, motion and design. Janice Luce 
science teacher at Boevers Elementary: 
says her students have responded posi
tively to the new curriculum, especially 
to the unit on live animals. 

"The students love it!" she said. "They do 
not even realize that while they are hav
mg so much fun observing the animals 
and planning and conducting investiga
tions, they are really using the discovery 
method to learn." 

courses into the Advanced 
Placement (AP) and pre-AP program fol
lowing academic guidelines established 
by the College Board, a nationwide 
organization that focuses on preparing 
students for college. Secondary level 
honors and gifted courses will now 
carry the designation of pre-AP and AP. 

According to Kirt Hartzler, Director of 
Secondary Curriculum, the changes are 
being made to strengthen curriculum 
and increase academic challenges for all 
students. "Preparing, inspiring and con
necting is what the pre-AP program is all 
about," said Hartzler. "By offering pre
AP courses in all core academic areas 
we will introduce our students to th~ 
essential academic skills necessary to 
prepare them for success when they 
take Advanced Placement and other 
challenging courses." 

During a series of parent forums in 
January, Hartzler explained how pre-AP 
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AP /Pre-AP Program (Cont.) 

and Advanced Placement programs are 
recognized across the nation by collegeE 
and universities as providing a more 
challenging curriculum. Parents also 
learned how the changes will better pre
pare their students academically. 

Last Day of School 
To Be Announced 

The winter weather that wreaked havoc 
on school and holiday plans in 
December has left Union Public Schools 
considering how to make up lost class
room days. 

The 2000-2001 school year calendar-
which listed May 25 as the last day of 
school--automatically built in two snow 
days or cancellations due to icy weather; 
however, Union schools closed for a 
total of three days in December, leaving 
one day to be rescheduled. 

At the present time, May 29 stands as 
the official last day of classes. Union 
families are encouraged to consider this 
fact when scheduling vacation plans 
around the Memorial Day holiday. 

However, depending on the number o. 
days to be made up, it is also possible 
that minutes will be added to school 
days after Spring Break so the school 
year will still end on May 25. Because 
Oklahoma weather is highly unpre
dictable, and due to the fact that snow 
and ice are still a possibility during 
February and March, no final decision 
regarding how to make up the current 
extra day or any additional snow days 
will be made until the end of March. 

PUBUC NOTICE 

Union Public Schools makes every effort to 
contact, evaluate, and educate, in the least 
restrictive environment, each handicapped 
child under the provisions of Public Law 105-
17 (Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act) and State Department of Education 
guidelines. Parents/guardians may call 459-
3325 for mformation. 

Union Public Schools ensures that 
parent/guardians may inspect and review 
a~y educational records of their child main
tamed at the school. Such records are kept in 
limited . access confidential files. 
Confidentiality procedures, including a list of 
persons With file access, are posted in each 
school building. ' 

The Union Public School District Plan for . 
Special Education has been filed with the .l 
State Department of Education, and <:apie; " 
are available for public inspection in th 
Education Service Center. Inquiries concern~ 
mg spenal education programs may be 
drrected to Dr. Bonnie Johnson, 459-3325. 
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Union 2000 Royalty Crowned 

\mid great pomp and circumstance and under the watchful eye of a United States 
Marine Corp Honor Guard, Union High School crowned Miss and Mr. Union Royalty 
2000. 

Named Miss and Mr. Union 
were seniors Lindsey 
McKellips and Joey 
Armstrong. 

Other senior candidates 
included Carrie Chandler, 
daughter of Gary and Jane 
Chandler; Chloe Hoge, 
daughter of Leigh and Leta 
Hoge; Caleb Blankenship, 
son of Bill and Angie 
Blankenship; and Jared 
Buchan, son of Jim and 
Karen Buchan. 

Junior royalty included 
Carey Baclunan, daughter 
of Lyle and Charlotte 
Baclunan; Anne Hullinger, 
daughter of Hallett and 
Nancy Hullinger; Eric 
Cornell, son of Don and 
Cyndee Cornell; and Matt 
Johns, son of Steve and 
Cheryl Johns. 

Union junior Amanda 
VVatern1an presented a 
vocal perforn1ance as part 
of the coronation cere- Union seniors Lindsey McKellips and joey Armstrong partic~pate in 
DlOnies. coronation ceremonies after being named Miss and Mr. Unwn. 

The Union Highsteppers 
won the state champi
onship title and were the 
highest point winner at the 
state drill team competition 
in December. More than 
700 girls from almost 40 
Oklahoma teams competed 
in the annual state champi
on drill team competition, 
hosted by the Union High
steppers and the Varsity 
Porn Squad. 

Highstepper captain ]ami .,..~~~-rfll 
Mullikin was named the top 
state champion dancer for 
her solo performance. The 
Highstepper officers were 
the first runners up in the 
ensemble performances. 
This is the fifth year for 
this contest, which is organ
ized by the Oklahoma State 
Dance Team Directors 
Association. The Highstep
pers have won the ~ta~e 
drill team championship m 
large varsity division for 
the last 21 years. (Courtesy 
photo.) 

Eighth Grade Faculty 
Applauds 

Homework Heroes 

Beginning with the spring semester, the 
Eighth Grade Center began implement
ing a new award-based program to 
honor students who complete hoDle
work assignments on a timely basis. 

All eighth grade teachers track students' 
progress in completing homework 
assignments with no zeroes or unex
cused late grades. At the end of the 
semester, students honored as 
"Homework Heroes" will be treated to a 
special event, will receive extra 
"Character Bucks," and will have their 
names entered in a special drawing. 

According to principal Charlie 
Bushyhead, faculty will recognize stu
dents for displaying the character trait 
of responsibility-a pillar of strong 
character development-by reinforcing 
positive behavior with positive rewards. 
"We felt that this program was a good 
way to reinforce this particular pillar by 
rewarding those students who were 
responsible in the way they completed 
and returned school work," said 
Bushyhead. "We have also stressed the 
importance of not only doing the work, 
but doing it well. The focus has been on 
our purpose as teachers and the fact 
that we, as educators, cannot maximize 
our effectiveness unless the students do 
their part." 
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Space Scientists "Land" at Union 
Space science researchers from the 
~hallenger Center for Space Science 

Education in Alexandria, Virginia, "land
ed" at Union Public Schools the week of 
January 7-12 to present "Windows on 
the Universe"--a series of classroom vis-

for space science research at the 
Challenger Center. His presentation 
topic was "Saying 'Hi' to ET on a Planet 
Far, Far Away" and the subject of space 
communications. 

Other guest 
scientists 
included 
Challenger 
Center train
ing specialist 
Dr. Bob 
Riddle; plane
tary astro
physicist Dr. 
Tim Liven-
good; and 
retired elec-
trical engi-
neer Dr. 
Andy Sea-

McAuliffe Elementary teacher Cherry Redus, center, played host to space scien
tists from the Challenger Center for Space Science Education during "Windows on 
the Universe" week at Union. Pictured, from left, are Dr. Tim Livengood, Dr. Bob 

cord, a volun
teer with the 
National Park 
Service Rock 
Creek Park 
Planetarium. 

. Riddle, Dr. jeff Goldstein and Dr. Andy Seacord. 

its and teacher training workshops 
jesigned to offer young minds a 
glimpse into their universe . 

The scientists made several stops in the 
elementary and secondary schools and 
presented Union Family Science Night 
for parents and students. Keynote 
speaker was Dr. jeff Goldstein, a plane
tary astrophysicist and vice president 

Students in 
elementary 
art classes 
created 
feathered 
masks and 
other deco
rations for 
the Union 
Schools 
Education 
Foundation's 
annual din
ner and auc
tion on 
February 10. 
Pictured dis
playing 
some of their 
artwork are 
Clark stu
dents: from 
left, Cory 
Mormino, 
Caleb Butler, 
Amanda 
Smock and 
Saqiba Kahn 
(seated). 

The space educators/scientists also 
trained master teachers to incorporate 
space science education into their sci
ence and math curriculum. Master 
teachers from Union included janice 
Luce, Boevers Elementary; Randy 
Anderson and Gary Pereschuk, Grove 
Elementary; and Cherry Redus, 
McAuliffe Elementary. 

Peters Elementary students in Leigh Ann 
Keller's third grade class celebrated the holi
day season by presenting "A Patriotic 
Christmas." With music and patriotic read
ings, students honored the historic sacrifices 
of the men and women who served in the 
armed services. Honored guests included sev· 
era/ veterans of World War II. 

Union Logos are 
Trademarked Symbols 

Union Public 

-· 
Schools Board Policy 
#1700 states ... "Persons 
or organizations who 
are not authorized by 
the district to do so are 
prohibited 
from using 

school district names, 
graphic symbols, 
mottos, logos, or 
new versions thereof 
without written 
sent of 
Superintendent 
designee." 

L J Requests for permis
sion to use district 
names, symbols, mot
tos, logos , etc., should 

be submitted in writing or by e-mail to 
Gretchen Haas
Bethell, Director of 
Communi -cations, 
Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-
6711. 
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Artist Pays Tribute 
to Native American 

Veterans 

Union's 6th/7th Grade Center honored 
Native American veterans on November 
13 by hosting artist Talmadge Davis 
whose paintings pay tribute to Native 
American veterans. 

Davis, a Native American artist, dis
played two prints, "Brother's Gone But 
Not Forgotten" and "Walkabout: A 
Warrior's Spirit." Both paintings hon
ored Native Americans who lost their 
lives or were disabled in the Vietnam 
War. 
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Special guests included Union eighth 
graders Dustin Moore and Christina 
Weber, whose uncle Gilmore Christy's 
name appears on the Vietnam Memorial 
Wall. Family members of Vietnam veteran Gilmore Christy visited the 6th/ 7th Grade Center to view the 

artwork of Native American artist Talmadge Davis. Pictured from left are joyce Weber Roberts, 
Dustin Moore, artist Talmadge Davis and Christina Weber. 

Seventh Grade Student Council Serves Wee Ones 

The Seventh Grade 
Student Council 
completed a holiday 
project benefiting 
the tiny babies in 
the St. Francis 
Medical Center's 
Eastern Oklahoma 
Perinatal Center. 
With the help of sev
eral volunteers, stu
dents worked after 
school to sew color
ful blankets, eye 

and bean 

Brad !Jickso'?, left, and ~aron Wallace learn to thread a sewing 
machme wh1/e constructing blankets for newborn babies in the 
intensive care unit at St. Francis Hospital. (Photos courtesy of Neta 
Emmons.) 

Seventh grade student council 
member and seamstress Kate 
Montgomery works on a spe
cial baby project. 

bags for nurses to use with 
babies recovering in the 
neonatal intensive care 
unit (NICU). 

Seventh grade teacher and 
student council sponsor 
Neta Emmons is a volun
teer for the NICU and also 
supervised student council 
members who decorated 
the family waiting area for 
the holidays. (See page 12 
for more about our stu
dent's spirit of giving.) 

Author Shares 
Blue Ribbon 

Acknowledgment 
With Union Students 

Helice Bridges, a fea
tured author in 
Chicken Soup for the 
Sou l, visited Union's 
6th/7th Grade Center 
on November 14, in 
honor of National 
Acknowledgment 
Week. 

Bridges shared 
her story, 
"Who You 
Are Makes 
Difference," and dis
tributed blue ribbons to the 
students as she shared a motivational 
and encouraging message. 

"Imagine a world in which every man, 
woman and child lived, worked and 
learned in environments that built them 
up rather than tore them down," Bridges 
said to the students . "Remember--who 
you are makes a difference." 

Following the presentation, teachers' 
were supplied with blue ribbons to pres
ent to their students. As an assignment, 
students passed the ribbons on to 
encourage others. 
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I 
Cedar Ridge Students Read to Hospitalized Children 

Jenna Staggs, a student teacher at Cedar Ridge, was recently awarded a $500 service 
learning grant from Oklahoma State University. The grant was provided to finance a 
project integrating learning in the classroom with service to the community. 

Greg Curran speaks clearly and slowly into the 
microphone as he records a book for use by pedi
atric hospital patients. 

Under Staggs' leadership, students in Pat 
Parker's fourth grade class used the 
grant to write . and produce stories on 
tape for pediatric patients at St. John 
Medical Center in Tulsa. 

The grant money was specifically used to 
purchase tape recorders, headphones 
and microphones for the classroom. 
Students worked in groups to write, 
revise, edit, illustrate and record the 
books. 

As part of the project, Melissa Parker, 
child-life specialist at St. John's, visited 
the classroom and gave a hands-on pres
entation regarding what it is like for a 
child to be hospitalized. In turn, the 
fourth grade students developed stories 
to entertain and educate pediatric 
patients. 

As part of a promotional video, 
Oklahoma State University visited 
Parker's classroom to videotape the stu
dents at work. 
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From the Ellementaries I 

Fl"m"ntn1rv. was chosen in December 
of the annual Oscar Mayer ' 

" Talent Search in Los Angeles. 
chosen for her stage presence, singing 
and jingle composition--was awarded 
$20,000 scholarship and will 
Oscar Mayer spokesperson. 

Teachers Share The World 
Through Sequoyah Books 

Teachers at Moore Elementary School 
cultivated the interest of third, fourth 
and fifth graders by presenting live 
Sequoyah book 
reviews on 
December 6. 
Dressed in the 
costume of a 
book character, 
each teacher 
presented a 
brief story line 
created to 
spark curiosity 
in the would-be 
readers. 

The annual 
Sequoyah book 
selections are 
chosen by a 
committee of 
Oklahoma 

Media Specialist LeeAnna 
Weaver appears before 
students at Moore 
Elementary as a character 
from the Sequoyah book 
"Dear Austin." 

teachers. From the list of 20 books, stu
dents are then allowed to vote for their 
favorite selection. Moore teachers repre
senting Sequoyah book characters 
included LeeAnna Weaver, Angela 
Martin, Cindy Rader, Lisa 
VanLandingham, Michelle Matthews 
Cherie Towner, Sherri Duke and princi~ 
pal Sandi Calvin. 

Students Ride Magic Carpet To Story Time Fun 
Briarglen and Grove received very spe
cial visitors on December 20 when the 
"Carpet One Magic Carpet Time Tour" 
visited, courtesy of Carpet One Tulsa. 

The program, developed by elementary
level reading specialists, included cre
ative, lively and interactive storytelling 
presented by professional actors . As 
kindergarten through second-grade stu
dents sat on "magic" carpet squares-
donated by Carpet One--they were 
encouraged to use their imagination by 
reading books. 

At the close of the program, students 
were presented Disney storybooks to 
take home, further encouraging reading 
with family members. Carpet One 
donated the carpet squares to the 

Somewhere among all these bears are four 
Jarman students who participated with their 
classmates in a November school project to 
collect new and gently loved bears for dona
tion to several community agencies. Jarman 
counselor Susan jackson coordinated the 
bear drive which culminated in a large dona
tion made ro the following agencies: 
Children's Shelter, Family and Children's 
Services Tulsa Fire Department, Rape Crisis 
Center,' Day Spring Villa, Tulsa Police 
Department and the Day Center for the 
Homeless. Pictured giving 'bear hugs' are, 
top row, {rom left, Jarman fifth graders 
Kaylie Henderson and Anthony Kelley and, 
bottom row, first graders Asia McCaskill and 
Mason Jeffries. 

school for use in future reading activi
ties. 

Paul Johnson, president of Carpet One 
Tulsa, expressed the company's strong 
commitment to partnering with Union 
schools in promoting reading and said 
he was particularly pleased to sponsor 

Grove second grader Hannah Pettersen 
expresses amusement at the antics of "Mr. Sun" 
during the Disney Magic Carpet Tour. 

the "Carpet One Magic Carpet Time 
Tour" in the Tulsa area. Underwriting 
that commitment, Johnson pledged 
Carpet One Tulsa's formal support by 
becoming a Union Business Partner in 
Education. 

"Supporting public education reading 
programs is one way we can make a real 
difference in our community," Johnson 
said. 

According to a 1998 report by the 
National Research Council, there is con
siderable evidence of a relationship 
between young children being read to 
aloud and later reading achievement. 
Furthermore, some experts believe that 
emphasis on reading for enjoyment, 
rather than for scholastic achievement, 
helps children develop a more positive 
attitude toward reading. 

Briarglen Saxophonist 
Receives Special Visitor 

Professional saxophonist Grady Nichols 
paid a visit to Briarglen Elementary on 
November 21 to meet and encourage an 
aspiring fourth-grade saxophone player, 
Shiloh Thaxton. 

According to Briarglen music teacher 
Debbie Baker, the boy has longed to 
play the saxophone for years and was 
finally presented with the much-desired 
instrument by his parents for his 
September birthday. 

Searching for a way to further encour
age Shiloh, Baker contacted Nichols 
through his website to request an auto
graphed picture for the boy. Nichols 
responded by offering to personally 
meet Shiloh and visit the school. 

During his visit, Nichols spoke to 
Briarglen fourth and fifth graders about 
pursuing their dreams, answered ques
tions about his own musical career and 
joined Shiloh in playing "A mazing 
Grace" on the saxophone. 

During a visit to Briarglen Elementary, profes
sional saxophonist Grady Nichols pl~ys 
"Amazing Grace" with fourth grader Sh1loh 
Thaxron. (Pharo courtesy of ]ami Roberts.) 
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graphed picture for the boy. Nichols 
responded by offering to personally 
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Space Scientists "Land" at Union 
Space science researchers from the 
~hallenger Center for Space Science 

Education in Alexandria, Virginia, "land
ed" at Union Public Schools the week of 
January 7-12 to present "Windows on 
the Universe"--a series of classroom vis-

for space science research at the 
Challenger Center. His presentation 
topic was "Saying 'Hi' to ET on a Planet 
Far, Far Away" and the subject of space 
communications. 

Other guest 
scientists 
included 
Challenger 
Center train
ing specialist 
Dr. Bob 
Riddle; plane
tary astro
physicist Dr. 
Tim Liven-
good; and 
retired elec-
trical engi-
neer Dr. 
Andy Sea-

McAuliffe Elementary teacher Cherry Redus, center, played host to space scien
tists from the Challenger Center for Space Science Education during "Windows on 
the Universe" week at Union. Pictured, from left, are Dr. Tim Livengood, Dr. Bob 

cord, a volun
teer with the 
National Park 
Service Rock 
Creek Park 
Planetarium. 

. Riddle, Dr. jeff Goldstein and Dr. Andy Seacord. 

its and teacher training workshops 
jesigned to offer young minds a 
glimpse into their universe . 

The scientists made several stops in the 
elementary and secondary schools and 
presented Union Family Science Night 
for parents and students. Keynote 
speaker was Dr. jeff Goldstein, a plane
tary astrophysicist and vice president 

Students in 
elementary 
art classes 
created 
feathered 
masks and 
other deco
rations for 
the Union 
Schools 
Education 
Foundation's 
annual din
ner and auc
tion on 
February 10. 
Pictured dis
playing 
some of their 
artwork are 
Clark stu
dents: from 
left, Cory 
Mormino, 
Caleb Butler, 
Amanda 
Smock and 
Saqiba Kahn 
(seated). 

The space educators/scientists also 
trained master teachers to incorporate 
space science education into their sci
ence and math curriculum. Master 
teachers from Union included janice 
Luce, Boevers Elementary; Randy 
Anderson and Gary Pereschuk, Grove 
Elementary; and Cherry Redus, 
McAuliffe Elementary. 

Peters Elementary students in Leigh Ann 
Keller's third grade class celebrated the holi
day season by presenting "A Patriotic 
Christmas." With music and patriotic read
ings, students honored the historic sacrifices 
of the men and women who served in the 
armed services. Honored guests included sev· 
era/ veterans of World War II. 

Union Logos are 
Trademarked Symbols 

Union Public 

-· 
Schools Board Policy 
#1700 states ... "Persons 
or organizations who 
are not authorized by 
the district to do so are 
prohibited 
from using 

school district names, 
graphic symbols, 
mottos, logos, or 
new versions thereof 
without written 
sent of 
Superintendent 
designee." 

L J Requests for permis
sion to use district 
names, symbols, mot
tos, logos , etc., should 

be submitted in writing or by e-mail to 
Gretchen Haas
Bethell, Director of 
Communi -cations, 
Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-
6711. 
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Artist Pays Tribute 
to Native American 

Veterans 

Union's 6th/7th Grade Center honored 
Native American veterans on November 
13 by hosting artist Talmadge Davis 
whose paintings pay tribute to Native 
American veterans. 

Davis, a Native American artist, dis
played two prints, "Brother's Gone But 
Not Forgotten" and "Walkabout: A 
Warrior's Spirit." Both paintings hon
ored Native Americans who lost their 
lives or were disabled in the Vietnam 
War. 

January-February 2001 

Special guests included Union eighth 
graders Dustin Moore and Christina 
Weber, whose uncle Gilmore Christy's 
name appears on the Vietnam Memorial 
Wall. Family members of Vietnam veteran Gilmore Christy visited the 6th/ 7th Grade Center to view the 

artwork of Native American artist Talmadge Davis. Pictured from left are joyce Weber Roberts, 
Dustin Moore, artist Talmadge Davis and Christina Weber. 

Seventh Grade Student Council Serves Wee Ones 

The Seventh Grade 
Student Council 
completed a holiday 
project benefiting 
the tiny babies in 
the St. Francis 
Medical Center's 
Eastern Oklahoma 
Perinatal Center. 
With the help of sev
eral volunteers, stu
dents worked after 
school to sew color
ful blankets, eye 

and bean 

Brad !Jickso'?, left, and ~aron Wallace learn to thread a sewing 
machme wh1/e constructing blankets for newborn babies in the 
intensive care unit at St. Francis Hospital. (Photos courtesy of Neta 
Emmons.) 

Seventh grade student council 
member and seamstress Kate 
Montgomery works on a spe
cial baby project. 

bags for nurses to use with 
babies recovering in the 
neonatal intensive care 
unit (NICU). 

Seventh grade teacher and 
student council sponsor 
Neta Emmons is a volun
teer for the NICU and also 
supervised student council 
members who decorated 
the family waiting area for 
the holidays. (See page 12 
for more about our stu
dent's spirit of giving.) 

Author Shares 
Blue Ribbon 

Acknowledgment 
With Union Students 

Helice Bridges, a fea
tured author in 
Chicken Soup for the 
Sou l, visited Union's 
6th/7th Grade Center 
on November 14, in 
honor of National 
Acknowledgment 
Week. 

Bridges shared 
her story, 
"Who You 
Are Makes 
Difference," and dis
tributed blue ribbons to the 
students as she shared a motivational 
and encouraging message. 

"Imagine a world in which every man, 
woman and child lived, worked and 
learned in environments that built them 
up rather than tore them down," Bridges 
said to the students . "Remember--who 
you are makes a difference." 

Following the presentation, teachers' 
were supplied with blue ribbons to pres
ent to their students. As an assignment, 
students passed the ribbons on to 
encourage others. 
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. Lighting the Candles! 
Curriculum Highlights 

Science is Alive at Union 

Science is alive and well at Union's ele
mentary schools with this year's intro
duction of a hands-on science curricu
lum. Developed by the National Science 
Resources Center (NSRC) of the 
Smithsonian Institution and the 
National Academy of Sciences, the cur
riculum seeks to improve the teaching 
of science in the nation's schools. 

Teachers across the district have 
received professional development to 
support implementation of the new pro
gram. Faculty from the University of 
Tulsa have also played a role in offering 
teacher support. 

"What makes the curriculum so exciting 
is that it actively engages the children," 
said Kathy Dodd, Union's Director of 
Assessment. "It's noisy, but the children 

are extremely focused. That's 
the reason why teachers are 
willing to work harder to 
expose their students to the 
motivational aspect of the 
activities." 

According to Dodd, studies 
indicate that students who 
are more excited and motivat
ed by science in elementary 
and middle school will take 
advanced science courses in 
high school and college. 

Union to Expand 
AP /Pre-AP Program 

Boevers students Brooke Passmore, left, and Nikki Baker focus 
intently on the antics of live crabs during a scientific exercise 
in the classroom of .Janice Luce. 

Beginning with the 2001 -2002 
school year, Union will con
solidate all honors and gifted 

A series of science units provides chil
dren with the opportunity to learn first 
hand what it means to be a true scien
tist. Students mimic the work of real 
scientists through observing, measur
ing, classifying, experimenting, inter
preting data, researching, communicat
ing and practicing safety. Examples of 
s_tudy units include solids and liquids; 
hfe cycle of a butterfly; soils; animal 
studies; chemical tests; ecosystems; and 
time, motion and design. Janice Luce 
science teacher at Boevers Elementary: 
says her students have responded posi
tively to the new curriculum, especially 
to the unit on live animals. 

"The students love it!" she said. "They do 
not even realize that while they are hav
mg so much fun observing the animals 
and planning and conducting investiga
tions, they are really using the discovery 
method to learn." 

courses into the Advanced 
Placement (AP) and pre-AP program fol
lowing academic guidelines established 
by the College Board, a nationwide 
organization that focuses on preparing 
students for college. Secondary level 
honors and gifted courses will now 
carry the designation of pre-AP and AP. 

According to Kirt Hartzler, Director of 
Secondary Curriculum, the changes are 
being made to strengthen curriculum 
and increase academic challenges for all 
students. "Preparing, inspiring and con
necting is what the pre-AP program is all 
about," said Hartzler. "By offering pre
AP courses in all core academic areas 
we will introduce our students to th~ 
essential academic skills necessary to 
prepare them for success when they 
take Advanced Placement and other 
challenging courses." 

During a series of parent forums in 
January, Hartzler explained how pre-AP 
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AP /Pre-AP Program (Cont.) 

and Advanced Placement programs are 
recognized across the nation by collegeE 
and universities as providing a more 
challenging curriculum. Parents also 
learned how the changes will better pre
pare their students academically. 

Last Day of School 
To Be Announced 

The winter weather that wreaked havoc 
on school and holiday plans in 
December has left Union Public Schools 
considering how to make up lost class
room days. 

The 2000-2001 school year calendar-
which listed May 25 as the last day of 
school--automatically built in two snow 
days or cancellations due to icy weather; 
however, Union schools closed for a 
total of three days in December, leaving 
one day to be rescheduled. 

At the present time, May 29 stands as 
the official last day of classes. Union 
families are encouraged to consider this 
fact when scheduling vacation plans 
around the Memorial Day holiday. 

However, depending on the number o. 
days to be made up, it is also possible 
that minutes will be added to school 
days after Spring Break so the school 
year will still end on May 25. Because 
Oklahoma weather is highly unpre
dictable, and due to the fact that snow 
and ice are still a possibility during 
February and March, no final decision 
regarding how to make up the current 
extra day or any additional snow days 
will be made until the end of March. 

PUBUC NOTICE 

Union Public Schools makes every effort to 
contact, evaluate, and educate, in the least 
restrictive environment, each handicapped 
child under the provisions of Public Law 105-
17 (Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act) and State Department of Education 
guidelines. Parents/guardians may call 459-
3325 for mformation. 

Union Public Schools ensures that 
parent/guardians may inspect and review 
a~y educational records of their child main
tamed at the school. Such records are kept in 
limited . access confidential files. 
Confidentiality procedures, including a list of 
persons With file access, are posted in each 
school building. ' 

The Union Public School District Plan for . 
Special Education has been filed with the .l 
State Department of Education, and <:apie; " 
are available for public inspection in th 
Education Service Center. Inquiries concern~ 
mg spenal education programs may be 
drrected to Dr. Bonnie Johnson, 459-3325. 
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Union 2000 Royalty Crowned 

\mid great pomp and circumstance and under the watchful eye of a United States 
Marine Corp Honor Guard, Union High School crowned Miss and Mr. Union Royalty 
2000. 

Named Miss and Mr. Union 
were seniors Lindsey 
McKellips and Joey 
Armstrong. 

Other senior candidates 
included Carrie Chandler, 
daughter of Gary and Jane 
Chandler; Chloe Hoge, 
daughter of Leigh and Leta 
Hoge; Caleb Blankenship, 
son of Bill and Angie 
Blankenship; and Jared 
Buchan, son of Jim and 
Karen Buchan. 

Junior royalty included 
Carey Baclunan, daughter 
of Lyle and Charlotte 
Baclunan; Anne Hullinger, 
daughter of Hallett and 
Nancy Hullinger; Eric 
Cornell, son of Don and 
Cyndee Cornell; and Matt 
Johns, son of Steve and 
Cheryl Johns. 

Union junior Amanda 
VVatern1an presented a 
vocal perforn1ance as part 
of the coronation cere- Union seniors Lindsey McKellips and joey Armstrong partic~pate in 
DlOnies. coronation ceremonies after being named Miss and Mr. Unwn. 

The Union Highsteppers 
won the state champi
onship title and were the 
highest point winner at the 
state drill team competition 
in December. More than 
700 girls from almost 40 
Oklahoma teams competed 
in the annual state champi
on drill team competition, 
hosted by the Union High
steppers and the Varsity 
Porn Squad. 

Highstepper captain ]ami .,..~~~-rfll 
Mullikin was named the top 
state champion dancer for 
her solo performance. The 
Highstepper officers were 
the first runners up in the 
ensemble performances. 
This is the fifth year for 
this contest, which is organ
ized by the Oklahoma State 
Dance Team Directors 
Association. The Highstep
pers have won the ~ta~e 
drill team championship m 
large varsity division for 
the last 21 years. (Courtesy 
photo.) 

Eighth Grade Faculty 
Applauds 

Homework Heroes 

Beginning with the spring semester, the 
Eighth Grade Center began implement
ing a new award-based program to 
honor students who complete hoDle
work assignments on a timely basis. 

All eighth grade teachers track students' 
progress in completing homework 
assignments with no zeroes or unex
cused late grades. At the end of the 
semester, students honored as 
"Homework Heroes" will be treated to a 
special event, will receive extra 
"Character Bucks," and will have their 
names entered in a special drawing. 

According to principal Charlie 
Bushyhead, faculty will recognize stu
dents for displaying the character trait 
of responsibility-a pillar of strong 
character development-by reinforcing 
positive behavior with positive rewards. 
"We felt that this program was a good 
way to reinforce this particular pillar by 
rewarding those students who were 
responsible in the way they completed 
and returned school work," said 
Bushyhead. "We have also stressed the 
importance of not only doing the work, 
but doing it well. The focus has been on 
our purpose as teachers and the fact 
that we, as educators, cannot maximize 
our effectiveness unless the students do 
their part." 
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This Is Your Invitation 
to Step Up and Get Involved 
by Superintendent Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 

"Students are not vessels to be filled, 
but candles to be lit." 

The most important thing a parent can 
do to ensure that his/her child is suc
cessful is to be involved in school. Now 
is your chance to get involved where 
your input can really make a difference. 

ln order for Union to meet the chal
lenges in the years ahead, a 100-mem
ber committee has identified ten critical 
areas to concentrate our efforts on for 
the next four to five years. Action 
Teams will be formed to study and 
make recommendations for improve
ment in each of those ten critical areas. 
Each Action Team needs about twenty 
parents, business and community lead
ers, students, teachers and administra
tors who can work from now until sum
mer to come up with ways to make us 
. the best possible school for all our stu
. dents. 

he ten critical areas identified by our 
Renewed Focus on Results strategic 
planning committee are: 

6. English As A Second Language - to 
meet the needs of ESL students and 
families 

7. Student Support Services- to improve 
supportive services for students 

8. Learning For All - to ensure quality 
learning opportunities for all students 

9. Partnerships - to promote communi
cation and links with the community 

10. Staff Issues - to recruit, retain, 
develop and reinforce the best staff pos
sible 

You are invited to sign up for one of 
these Action Teams. We need people 
who have good ideas and who care 
about the future of Union schools. Be a 
part of the solution. Make an impact. 
Please call the Superintendent's Office 
at 459-3301 and sign up for an Action 
Team today. 

Thanks, 
Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Phillip Douget, a tenth grader at the 
Intermediate High School and a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 920, organized a flag retirement 
ceremony in honor of Pearl Harbor Day on 
December 7. Phillip, with the help of area Yale 
Cleaners, accepted the donation of over 200 
used flags that were retired in military cere
monies at Camp Russell in Broken Arrow. 
Honored guests at the ceremony included sur
vivors of the attack on Pearl Harbor. Pictured 
with Phillip is Sherri Ree, manager of the Yale 
Cleaners on South Garnett. 

l. Academic Focus - to encourage, 
develop, and reward academic excel
lence Regents Offer Access to Higher Learning 
2. Alternative Education - to meet the 
needs of at-risk students 

3. Funding Support - to increase 
resources for Union schools 

4. Secondary Education - to enhance 
curriculum, instructional delivery and 
facilities 

5. Early Childhood - to expand educa
tional opportunities for young children 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly with extra issues in 
October and January by Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. 
It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy 
Burden is Superintendent of Schools. 
Gretchen Haas-Bethel! is Communications 
Director/Editor. The Communicator staff 

' includes Janie Froman, Beverly Thummel and 
' Shannon Phillips. Periodicals postage paid at 
Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 5656 S. 
129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call 
459-3305. 

Making college accessi
ble to more Oklahoma 
students is the goal of 
two programs adminis-

. tered through the 
Oklahoma State Re
gents for Higher Educa
tion. 

The Oklahoma Higher 
Learning Access Pro
gram (OHLAP) provides 
resident tuition to stu
dents for courses 
required to complete a degree or pro
gram within five years from award. The 
program is designed to assist students 
in families with income of $50,000 or 
less. To become eligible for tuition a 
student must be a resident of 
Oklahoma, complete courses meeting 
admission requirements, graduate with 
a 2.5 grade point average and be admit
ted and enrolled in a post-secondary 
institution of higher learning or 
career/ technology program. 

The Oklahoma Tuition 
Scholarship Program will pro
vide scholarships to students 
graduating from high school 
beginning in the 2002-2003 
school year and planning to 
attend post-secondary educa
tion in Oklahoma. The scholar
ship must be used within three 
years of graduation and is 
available to students from 
families with income of no 
more than $70,000 per year. 
The first two years of the stu

dent's resident tuition will be paid by 
the state of Oklahoma, subject to the 
availability of funding. In addition, stu
dents must meet additional academic, 
financial and college admission require
ments. 

For more information or a complete list
ing of requirements for both programs, 
contact the Oklahoma State Regents for 
Higher Education at (405) 524-9100, or 
visit a Union school counselor. 
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Union Student Seeks 
Adventure in the Sky 

Rich Ellis, a junior at Union High 
and a student in Tulsa 
Center's aircraft maintenance 
earned his private pilot's license 
December 3, 2000, and can now 
found behind the controls of his 
airplane--a Rans Coyote S6-ES. 
with the help of his father, built 
experimental two-seater, 
"Blue Bird." Completing construction 
the plane last spring, Rich flew it on 
first long-haul trip in August 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, where he p 
pated in "Airventure 2000," an 
air show attended by aviators 
across the world. Ellis and his 
have attended the event for s 
years, and he is a 1999 graduate of 
AirVenture flight academy; 

UHS junior Rich Ellis poses with his pride and joy--a Rans Coyote S6-ES experimental aircraft which 
he and his father built together. 

this summer's trip represented his 
solo flight to the festival. 

As an Eagle Scout, Rich has also "n'"'·'"n 
sharing his knowledge of 
with others. He helped organize and 
actively involved in Air Scouts Post 
an Explorer unit sponsored by 'n"rr " n 

School of Aeronautics at Jones River 
Airport. Rich, who says he first took 
controls of an airplane when he was "t 
short to see over the dashboard," 

working toward completion of an air-
craft and powerplant (A&P) license at 
Tulsa Technology Center's Riverside 
campus. He is also a member of the 
Union High School jazz band, is an Eagle 
Scout and enjoys a variety of adventur
ous hobbies--including flying, scuba div
ing, rappelling, rock climbing and sail
ing. Rich's future plans include study
ing business or music in college and 
owning his own aircraft maintenance 
shop. 

Andersen Elementary fifth grader player Andy Zumwalde, left, receives a 
january lunch-time visit from award-winning wide receiver jerome janet. 
According to Andersen counselor , jerome had inspired Andy to work hard in school 
by emphasizing excellence in the as well as on the gridiron. Andy was treated to the 
visit after making the Andersen honor roll. jerome was recently named to the 2000 Parade All
American High School Football Team. 

Notice to Parents 
Regarding 

Spring Break 
Trips 

Parents should be aware that 
Union High School does not 
sponsor Spring Break trips to 
Cancun or other resort areas. 
If you have any questions 
regarding student trips, 
please contact the trip spon
sor, the principal or the 
school office. 

Proficiency-Based 
Promotion 

Section 6 of House Bill 1017, 
Proficiency-Based Promotion (PEP) pro
vides the opportunity for students to 
move forward in their educational 
endeavors by subject, course, and/ or 
grade level based upon mastery of the 
Oklahoma PASS objectives. Proficiency
Based Promotion is intended to serve 
those students enrolled in Union Public 
Schools whose needs cannot be met by 
following the traditional timetable and 
sequence, but who require promotion 
beyond current placement. 

Applications may be picked up and 
returned through the site COUI).Selors 
between March 5 and April 2. 
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Linda Snowbarger 
Andersen Elementary 

Cheryl Biggs 
Briarglen Elementary 

Charles Johnston 
Clark Elementary 

Amanda Latta 
Grove Elemenrary 

Union Recognizes 
Outstanding Teachers 

Dana Bundy 
Boevers Elementary 

Margaret Hanne 
Cedar Ridge Elementary 

Pam O'Halloran 
Darnaby Elementary 

julie Wilcox 
Jarman Elementary 

Union is pleased to recognize the 2000-
2001 Teacher of the Year honorees from 
individual school sites within the dis
trict. They are: Debra Barlow, English, 

nion High School; Tim Neller, English, 
ternative School; Eric Moon, history, 

In rmediate High School; Donna 
G ison, U.S. government, 8th Grade 
Cen r; Neta Emmons, English, 7th 
Grad Center; liz Nichol, reading, 6th 
Grade Center; linda Snowbarger, fifth 
grade, ndersen Elementary; Dana 
Bundy, ichment specialist, Boevers 
Element ; Cheryl Biggs, special edu
cation, Bri glen Elementary; Margaret 
Hanne, art, Cedar Ridge Elementary; 
Charle~ Jo n, music, Clark 
Element'ary; PaitJ O'tlatlo an, enrich
ment f:~ ecialist, Darnaby ementary; 
Amand!P tta, primary multiag.e, Grove 
Elementary; Julie Wilcox, art, man 
Eleme~ry; Cherry Redus, enric ent 
speciali , McAuliffe Elementary; B 
Mitchell, usic, Moore Elementary; an 
Glenda P~tt, enrichment specialist, 
Peters Elementary. 

The district's t~cher of the year will be 
chosen from thi\ group of nominees by 
Union's professional development co 

mittee. The t:• ction will be ba on 
qualifications rovided by tate of 
Oklahoma Tc er *lf ~~ ear program 
and will be announced at a districtwide 
reception in February. Union's Teacher 
of the Year will advance to the state 
competition. 

Tim Neller 
A lternative School 

On the Cover 

Betty Mitchell 
Moore Elemenrary 

Donna Gamson 
Eighth Grade Center 

Debra Barlow 
High School 

Cherry Redus 
McAuliffe Elementary 

Glenda Puett 
Peters Elementary 

Neta Emmons 
Seventh Grade Center 

Eric Moon 
Intermediate High School 

The Union High School Renegade Regiment performs at December's 
state championship football pep rally. The band completed a success
ful marching season by winning the Oklahoma Bandmasters 
Association State Championship at the University of Tulsa. The 
Regiment also took top honors at the regional Bands of America com-

petition in St. Louis and placed tenth out of 88 bands in the BOA Grand 
Nationals in Indianapolis. The season's crowning event was the receipt 
of an official invitation to perform in the 2002 Rose Bowl parade in 
Pasadena, California. 
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Twin Art Teachers Create Lasting Impression 
Paint brushes in one hand and a ball 
; love in the other, Andrew and John 
Zaferes are both making a lasting 
impression at Union schools. The cre
ative duo, identical twin brothers, are 
Union elementary art teachers and high 
school softball/baseball coaches. 
Andrew has been a member of the 
Darnaby faculty since 1992 and 
John joined Briar glen in the fall of 
2000, coming to Union from Jenks 
middle school. 

The Zaferes brothers, who gradu
ated from the New York City High 
School of Arts and Design, earned 
double degrees in 1991 from Oral 
Roberts University where they 
studied commercial art and art 
education. And though their pro
fessional paths took 
turns for a few 
years, the two have 
become well
known at Union 
High School for 
their annual par
ticipation in 

raduation Cele
Jration, creating 
comical senior 
caricatures that 
now undoubtedly 
grace the scrap
books of hundreds 
of Union families . 

Because of 
involvement with Graduation 
Celebration, Andrew Zaferes has been 
commissioned to paint a series of 
murals in the Union High School per
forming arts and gymnasium foyer. 
This fall he completed the first mural-
depicting Native American warriors 
standing guard from a rock ledge--above 
the gymnasium entrance. A second 
mural is planned for the entrance to the 
Performing Arts Center. 

In addition, Andrew is in demand each 
year for his talents in creating water 
color portraits of graduating senior ath
letes in the Union baseball, basketball 
and softball programs. The portraits 
are created from photographs and pre
ented to the graduating athletes by 

.heir respective booster dubs. 

John, too, creates portraits of athletes 
through the Jenks athletic program, 
where he coached softball, baseball, 

football and tennis during his seven
year tenure. His recent move to Union 
was particularly motivated by the desire 
to coach alongside his brother--a plan 
the two have worked toward since join
ing the teaching profession 11 years 
ago. 

Thanks to Union, the Zafares brothers 
are finally living out a dream--sharing 
their passions for teaching art, coaching 
baseball/softball and creating lasting 
impressions in the lives of their stu
dents. 

Twin brothers Andrew and John Zaferes, left, are Union base
ball/softball coaches and elementary art teachers. Andrew 
abo~e, puts finishing touches on a mural outside the UHS gym: 
nas1um. 
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Union Students Care for Their Community 

Acts of kindness and generosity were prevalent 
among Union students and faculty during the 
month of December. Without exception, each 
school site provided students the opportunity to 
share with the less fortunate or to celebrate the 
spirit of volunteerism. 

Many schools collected financial donations for 
the purchase of angel tree gifts and stockings. 
Others organized the collection of warm coats, 
hats and gloves, while still others volunteered at 
local Salvation Army centers. Many school sites 
collected canned and boxed foods for donation 

During the holiday season, Drug-Free Youth (D·FY) collected more 
than $3,100 in change and small bills for the Angel Bear Project, a 
community organization which provides Christmas gifts and food for 
needy families. The D·FY organization--through donations from stu· 
dents, faculty and staff at the High School, Intermediate and Eighth 
Grade Center--provided gifts and food for nine needy families, inc/ud· 
ing a total of 19 children from the ages of three months to 17 years. 
Pictured counting one morning's donations are, back row from left, 
Hayden Lewis and Katie Norred; front row, Beth Arnold and Muriel 
Hakim. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
www.unionps.org 

to area communi~~-
ty food banks. 

In a show of com
munity support, 
students in the 
Family Learning 
in Progress pro
gram provided a 
fanciful creation 
in the children's 
gingerbread 
exhibit at the 
Philbrook Muse-

Union teacher Kay· 
Tee Niquette, center, 
observes the careful 
work of volunteers 
Carmen Valtierra, 
left, and Lourde 
Duran as they 
place the finishing 
touches on the can
died school bus roof. 

Under the leadership of the Seventh Grade Student Council, students at the 
6th/7th Grade Center collected food and coats for the less fortunate. just 
in time for a snap of cold weather, the Student Council delivered a large 
number of canned goods and warm coats to the Salvation Army for distri
bution to families in need. Pictured above, from left, are students Rebecca 
Waggy, Lindsey Cleveland, jon Nation, Emma Williams, Blake Winden and, 
center, Brenna O'Toole. 


