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Providing A Voice For Union Students 
More than 300 Union parents and employees joined thou
sands of educators from across Oklahoma February 16 for 
the largest education rally ever staged at the state capitol. 
The purpose was to protest unfunded and unworkable leg
islative mandates; to express concerns over the lack of 
adequate school funding and to call for a true voice in the 
legislative process as it involves education reform. 

Rather than closing school that day, Union remained open 
and sent a delegation of teachers, administrators, support 
personnel and parents. They met with area lawmakers in 
their offices and during lunch in front of the Capitol build· 
ing. By all accounts, the trip was a success and resulted in 
more money for teachers as well as proposed legislation 
to fix the problems created by las t year 's House Bill 1759. 

However, the work is not finished. Union paren ts and 
educators continue to monitor legislation and push for 
true reform in an effort to advocate for and provide a 
voice for the district's s tudents. 

Several Briarglen teachers were among tile t110usands rallying to "Put Education 
First" February 16 at tile state capitol. Left to right (back) Leah McCullough, julie 
IVa/lace, Gina Ward, Wendi Rutz, (middle) jatJelle Stroz ier, Usa LaFreniere, 
Courtney Elias, Norma Mama II, (from) Nanette Tumer & Pegi Seizinger. 

Tiffany Holden Chosen District Teacher of the Year 
Tiffany Holden, a teacher at Union's 
Alternative School, was selected from 
among 16 building-level instructors as 
District Teacher of the Year. Her bache
lor's degree in Special Education K-12 is 
from the University of Oklahoma, and 
she earned her master 's in Curriculum 
and Instruction from Oklahoma State 
University. Mrs. Holden, who was also 

selected Miss Oklahoma in 1994, has 
taught at the Alternative School four 
years. 

Known for her creativity in the class
room, she says that she thrives on the 
energy created when she challenges her 
classes, seeing the endJess possibilities 
and uniqu eness of each studen t. 

""""P"!!"'--~~--""'!"-ro~!""---A.,.d'!IJd~i!!lti~o-n .. al~ly~, she plays an integral role 
'~"' in the Alternative School 

Altemative School students and faculty dressed like teacher Tiffany 
Holden (center) during a skit to celebrate Iter "reign" as District 
Teacher of the Year. Pictured are (left-right) back row: Bob Buck 
and Doug Nelson; middle row: Michael Murray, Tiffany Holden, 
Harriet Chenault and Patt Mica/; front row-Tammy Garcia and Tim 
Neller. 

by taking charge of many 
activities such as helping 
s tudents plan and raise 
funds for the school's 
first semi-formal dance; 
sponsoring the school's 
Student Council; heading 
up the school's Corpor
ate Challenge team and 
United Way campaign 
and serving as the 
school's communications 
representative. A gif ted 
singer, Mrs. Holden has 
used her talents to help 
develop an outstanding 
fine ar ts component for 
the alternative program. 

Mrs. Holden will repre
sent Union in competi· 

tion for Oklahoma State Teacher of the 
Year to be named during the Oklahoma 
State Fair this fall, and Union 
Alternative principal Richard Storm 
expresses confidence that she will do 
well in this competition. 'Tiffany is a 
uniquely talented person who excels at 
everything she attempts," he said. Her 
s tudents echo this confidence, and they 
explain what makes her such an effec
tive al ternative educator. "Mrs. Holden 
has such a wonderful personality, and 
she is completely open-minded about 
her s tudents ," says senior Andrea 
Fletcher. 

"The best thing about this award is that 
it gives me the oppor tunity to speak to 
a large number of people about the 
tremendous accomplishments of the 
Alternative Education movement in 
Oklahoma," says Mrs. Holden. 
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Spirit Squads Add To Their National Honors 
Union's Spirit Squads were honored at the 
April 10 Board of Education meeting for 
their excellence and recent national acco
lades. 

The Union Highsteppers drill team, 
coached by Kristen Hale, won two nation
al awards at the Contest of Champions 
dance competition in Orlando, Florida, 
competing against more than 100 teams 
from 32 s tates. They placed second in 
Modern Dance and third in Porn. The 
national award came on the heels of their 

state title for large varsity 
teams and their recognition 
as Oklahoma Grand 
Champions at the state con
test sponsored by the 
Oklahoma Sta te Dance 
Team Directors Association. 

an interview with the Union cheerleaders was 
scheduled for broadcast on ESPN April 20 at 
6:00p.m. and rebroadcast May 3, at 12:30 p.m. 

The Varsity Porn Squad qualified for finals and 
placed seventh out of 49 teams competing in 
the UDA National Dance Team Championships 
in Orlando. 

The junior Varsity Cheerleaders, coached by. 
1994 Union gradu· 
ate Amy Nichol, 
won the recent 
American Spiri t 
Na tion a l 
Championship in 
San Antonio, 
Texas. Sophomore 
Whitney Shelton 
placed fourth in 
individual compe
ti tion. 

Members of the Varsity 
Cheerleading Squad, 
coached by Dee Dee Phibbs, 
Glen Phibbs and julie 
Thrash, placed fourth in the 
Large Varsity Division of the 
National High Sehoul 

1Jnio11 Varsity Porn Squad 

The junior Varsity 
Drill Team won 15 
out of 17 awards 
at competition in 
Houston recently, 
including Best in 
Class for Novelty Cheerleading Championship . 

in Orlando. Angela Williams, Beth Gilbert, Amanda Milam 
and Whitney Beavers placed third out of 32 groups in the 
Girls "4" Par tner Stunt division. The finals competition and 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 

and Lyrical routines and two Sweepstakes awards. Freshman 
j enny Nye won the Junior Solois t Championship and Shelbe 
Adams and justine Eckert were among the finalists. 
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Union Carves a Boundary for Its Newest Elementary 
Members of the Union Board of 
Education have voted in favor of bound
ary changes proposed by the dis trict's 
Long-Range Planning Committee to 
accommodate the opening of Marshall 
T. Moore Elementary School near 71st 
and South Garnett this corning August. 
The changes affect all but two of 
Union's ten existing elementary 
schools and are based on an effort 
to accommodate growth as well as 
balance class sizes throughout the 
district. 

The April 10 vote came after 
months of study by the Long
Range Planning 
Co mmitt ee 
and a public 
forum on the 
issue back in 
March. 
Basically, the 
new school 
will draw most 
of its students 
from Andersen, 
Jarman and Darnaby 
Elementaries, located in the high
growth south ern portion of the dis tr ict. 
Because most of the other elementary 
schools will have slightly altered bound
aries, they too will either gain or Jose 
students. 

"We looked at classroom availability, 
special programs, transportation, new 
housing s tarts and potential growth 
areas," explained Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden. "Tills option provided 
the best avenue for balance and low s tu
dent-teacher ratios," she said. 

District policy a llows students the 
option of intra-school transfers based 

Three·year·old Brett Taylor listens 
carefully during a l1earing screen· 
ing at a recent Parents As 
Teachers group meeting. 
Presenters Mon ica Bein and 
Allison Finch (pictured), licensed 
audiologists from the Tulsa City· 
County Health Department, gave 
parellls information on middle ear 
infections and their effects on 
speech and language development 
and also conducted hearing 
screenings on 28 children during 
the meeting. The Union Parents As 
Teachers program is a free early 
childhood program for families 
living within the Union school dis· 
trict who have children between 
the ages of birth and five years. 
For more information about 
Parents As Teachers, call the PAT 
office at 461-401 1. 
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on available space and the requirement 
that students transferring have their 
own transportation. According to Dr. 
Burden, elementary school principals 
will consider transfer requests on a 
case-by-case basis once the district can 
determine how many students will be in 
each school and classroom. Actual 
enrollment figures on wruch to base 
those decisions won't be available until 
after school begins in August. 

Union's Stanford 
Receives Statewide Honor 

Denny Stanford, a science teacher at 
the Union Seventh Grade Center, was 
recently honored with 
the Tex Richardson 
Engineering and Science 
Guidance Award 2000 
for his exceptional serv
ice in guidance activi
ties. 

Stanford has designed Denny Stanford 
and constructed a 
machine lab used by all teachers at 
Union's Sixth/Seventh Grade Center, 
and he has been active in Engineering 
Challenge projects by coaching the stu
dents, preparing material to guide them 
in the preparation of contest en tries, 
and helping judge in-house competi
tions. Mr. Stanford has served as his 
building's science department chair for 
two years and was honored as Seventh 
Grade Teacher of the Year in 1994-95. 

Union Teachers Awarded 
Thrifty Grants 

Several Union teachers are among 3 5 iii 
the Tulsa area who have received class
room grants as part of Thrifty Car 
Rental's Neighbors Together for Schools 
program. 

Boevers multiage teacher Wanda Gatlin 
received $423 for her rainforest unit; 
Pat Van Triest of the 6th/ 7th Grade 
Center was awarded $500 for a class 
field trip to a Holocaust exhibition in 
Oklahoma City; j udy Rowell from the 
Intermediate High received $300 for 
hands-on rustory artifacts; and Native 
American teacher Sue Ashby received 
$500 for "L.l.V.E., a Native American 
education project." 

"We are amazed at the scope and cre
ativity of the projects Tulsa-area teach
ers are undertaking in their class
rooms," said Scott Anderson, Executive 
Vice President and Chief Operating 
Officer of Thrifty. "Teachers who can't 
get the extra funding to do these special 
projects often clip into their own pock
ets to finance them. Thrifty is commit
ted to providing teachers with another 
source of funding for these creative 
endeavors." 

For a classroom to be eligible for a 
grant, at least one s tudent in the class 
must be the child of a Thrifty World 
Headquarters employee. 
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Union Board Names School Administrators 

Union Board of Education members approved four administra
tive appointments, naming Nancy Poole as principal for 
McAuliffe Elementary, Ellen Crager as principal for Briarglen 
Elementary, and Olwen Herron and john Chargois as assistant 
principals at the Intermediate High School. 

Nancy Poole is currently principal at Briarglen Elementary, a 
position she assumed when she joined the district in 1994. 
Prior to that, she was a teacher and assistant principal in 
Broken Arrow Public Schools for fifteen years, a teacher in 
Tulsa Public Schools for one year, and a teacher in Lawton 
Schools for six years. Mrs. Poole will replace McAuli ffe princi
pal Sancli Calvin who was previously named principal at Moore 
Elementary, set to open in the fall 

Members of the Red Cross Clubs at Union High School and 1/llermediate 
High recently received a certificate of appreciation from Tulsa Mayor 
Susan Savage for their participation in "Raise the Roof Day." 
Participants included Jennifer Bynum, Kaylea Cecka, Cllris Cox, Lauren 
Esposito, Tawni Faurot, Megan McBride, Jerry Miller, Jeff Paul, Michelle 
Schmitz and Brittany Williams. 

Ellen Crager, who will replace Nancy Poole as Briarglen princi
pal, has been assistant principal at Union's Clark Elementary 
during the 1999-2000 school year. She also has 19 years expe
rience as an elementary teacher and elementary prindpal with 
Muskogee Public Schools. 

Raise the Roof was sponsored by the mayor's office in an effort to pro
mote volunteerism and provide needed improvemellls in tile Tulsa area. 
Red Cross members installed smoke detectors in low-income housing for 
various families. 

Olwen Herron has been in education nineteen years and has 
been with the Union district for six of those, serving as an 
English teacher at the Intermediate High. She first taught at 
Union during a Fulbright Teacher Exchange in 1991-92, an 
experience which led to her move from lreland to a new teach-

Traditional & CLC School Calendars for 2000-2001 
Continuous Learning Calendar Dates are indicated with an 

as terisk (*) if the dates are the same as the traditional calendar. 

CLC First Day of School ................................................. ........ ...... July 24 
Professional Day* ......................................................................... Aug. 14 
Work Day* ..................................................................................... Aug. 15 
Professional Day* ........................................................................ Aug. 16 
First Day of School ...................................................................... Aug. 17 
Labor Day* ...................................................................................... Sept. 4 
End CLC First Quarter ................................................................ Sept. 22 
End of First Quarter ...... .. ............................................................. Oct. 13 
CLC Falllntersession ................................................................ Oct. 2-20 
Fall Vacation* ........................................................................... Oct. 19-20 
Parent/Teacher Conf.* ............................................................ .... .. Oct. 27 
Thanksgiving Vacation* ................................. ................ ....... Nov. 22-24 
End CLC First Semester ............................................................... Dec. 15 
CLC Winter Vacation ........................................................ Dec. 18-jan. 5 
End of First Semester .......................................................... .. ...... Dec. 20 
Winter Vacation ................................................................ Dec. 21-Jan. 3 
Classes Resume ................................................................................ jan. 4 
CLC Classes Resume ............... ................................... ........ .. ........... jan. 8 
Martin Luther King Day* ...................... ............................ .. ........ .. jan. 15 
Secondary Parent/Teacher ConJ. ...... .. ....................................... Feb. 16 
Elementary Professional Day* .................................................... Feb. 16 
Professional Day (all grades)* .................................................... Feb. 19 
End of CLC & TLC Third Quarter ................................................ Mar. 9 
CLC Spring lntersession ........................................................ Mar. 12-30 
Spring Vacation ....................................................................... Mar. 26-30 
Elementary Parent/Teacher Conf. * .......................................... Apr. 13 
Secondary Professional Day ....................................................... Apr. 13 
Graduation ..................................................................................... May 18 
Last Day of Classes .................................... .................................. May 25 
Memorial Day (CLC) ...................................................................... May 28 
CLC Last Day of Classes ............................................................ June 14 

Two (2) snow days have been built into both calendars to allow for inclement weather. 

ing career in the United States. 

john Chargois currently an assistant 
principal at Union's Sixth/ Seventh Grade 
Center, replaces Charlie Bushyhead as 
assistant principal at Union Intermediate 
High. Prior to being named assistant 
prindpal in 1998, Chargois taught earth 
science at the Union Eighth Grade Center 
and was an assistant football coach and 
varsity girls tennis bead coach. 

Charlie Bushyhead moved to the 
Education Serivce Center as Assistant 
Director of Human Resources. 

Athletic Tryouts Scheduled 

Boys' Basketball 
7th grade (going into 8th) 

May 1-4; 2:30-4 p.m., 6th/ 7th Gr. Ctr. 

8th grade (going into 9th) 
May 8-11; 2:30-4 p.m., 8th Gr. Ctr. 

Boys going into grades 10-12 
May 15-18; 3:30-5 p.m., 6th/ 7th Gr. Ctr. 

Union Tennis Team 
Students going into grades 7-12 

May 22-24; 12 noon, IHS tennis courts 

All students trying out for a sport must 
have a current physical. Forms are 
available in the athletic department at 
the High School. If students have par
ticipated in a school-sponsored sport 
during the 1999-2000 school year, their 
physical is current and may be used. 
Students must present completed forms 
to the coach at the time of tryouts. 
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Kudos to the Citizens 
Crime Commission, 

A Great Union Partner! 

A partnership formed last year with 
Tulsa's Citizens Crime Commission has 
proven beneficial for thousands of 
youngsters touched by the district's 
Student Assistance Programs. Using a 
grant from the Bernsen Foundation, the 
Commission funded peer mediation 
training for all 15 Union schools. It 
bought cameras and, with the help of 
Public Service Company, acquired five 
computers for the Drug-Free Youth (D
FY) program. 

According to Student Assistance 
Program Coordinator Danny Williams, 
the Citizens Crime Commission also 
met with Union's elementary school 
counselors and provided materia.ls for a 
"Keeping Kids Safe," kit, which ties into 
Union's Character Counts program. 

We are grateful to the Citizens Crime 
Commission for its commitment to 
assist us in keeping Union safe. 

Secondary Report Card 
Pick-Up 

Juniors and seniors may pick up report 
cards, transcripts and diplomas at the 
High School beginning Monday, June 12, 
and continuing throughout the summer. 
Hours are Monday through Friday, 9-11 
a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Students completing 
ninth and tenth grade may pick up their 
report cards at the Intermediate High 
beginning Friday, May 26. Hours are 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Reading Tests 
for Licenses Scheduled 

A summer date has been set for stu
dents needing to retake the reading test 
necessary to obtain an Oklahoma dri
ver's license or permit. The Reading 
Proficiency Test will be given on June 
26, 3:30-4:45 p.m., in the Extended 
Education Building at 5656 S. 129 E. 
Avenue. Each student is eligible for one 
retake at no charge with subsequent 
tests costing $25 each. Students should 
arrive fifteen minutes early and bring 
their own pencil. Results will be avail
able at 5:00 p.m. Those wishing to take 
the test should preregister by calling 
459-3318 by Friday, June 23. 

1-High Students Raise Violence Prevention Awareness 

Union lntermediate High School stu
dents demonstrated their concern about 
national school safety issues through 
their STOP Violence campaign the week 
of February 14. According to teacher 
Terry Fuss Houck, the FBLA (Future 
Business Leaders of America), FHA 
(Future Homemakers of America), the 
Drama Club and art and business class
es collaborated on the project. 

Their activities included showing video. 
produced by the school's theater s tu
dents, displaying posters made by art 
classes, and announcing messages each 
day encouraging s tudents to be proac
tive in heading off school violence. 

The STOP (Students Taking On 
Prevention) campaign was part of a 
s tatewide "One Voice Against Violence" 
effort initiated by the Oklahoma 
Vocational Student Organization. 

Union High School j uniors 
Shirann johnson, Courtney 
Barr and Gretchen Wimer 
prepare co read stories in 
costume to children at 
Sam's Club on 71st and 
Mingo. 

Their talents were shared 
on a Saturday in February 
as part of the Union 
Theater Department's ''Arts 
Alive!" initiative to involve 
students in the community. 

Members of Union's 
National Honor Society 
were also on hand to paine 
and color with children 
whose parellts shopped that 
day. 

Networking and Leadership Highlight Alternative 
Education Conference 

~onsidered to have one of the s tate's best alternative education programs, Union con
tmue~ to offer its Alternative School students oppor tunities to enhance their life-long 
learrung. Yet another example of that was its participation in the first student con
ference for alternative education held recently at the University of Central Oklahoma 
in Edmond. 

According to Union counselor Tammy Garcia, the entire day focused on youth issues 
and concerns such as decision making, motivation and perceptions of school vio
lence. Participants 
networked with 
students from pro
grams from around 
the state, partici
pating in perform
ing arts and activi
ties to hone their 
leadership skills. 
Many of them visit
ed the "Hall of 
Success," where 
they met with 
career counselors 
and representa
tives from voca
tional- technical 
schools and s tate 
colleges and uni- Uf!ion participants included (back row left to right) Ashley Lamb, Kristen 
versities. Mrller, j eff A~os, Tammy Garcia, Amy Decatur, Lindsey Vandeventer, 

({rollt left to nght) Amanda Tate and DeMario Williams. 
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Dear Union Community ... 
by Super intendent Cathy Burden, Ph D. 

When citizens go to the polls to cast 
their votes in school elections, it reflects 
their general level of satisfaction with 
the school district. I am pleased that 
the Union community bas again voiced 
its support for the direction and the 
growth plans of this district. 

By a positive vote of about 73%, Union 
patrons overwhelmingly approved the 
February 8 millage and bond issue, 
opening a new "window of opportunity" 
for our students. A major project, the 
multi-purpose Student Activity Center, 
will become a reality with completion 
anticipated in the fall of 2002. 
Additiona.lly, bond funds for technolo
gy, safety, building improvements and 
instructiona.l equipment will keep our 
district at a state-of-the-art level. 

Our parents, s taff and s tudents share 
the common desire for excellence and 
understand the importance of commit
ing time and financi al s upport to 
achieve it. 

lnvolvement in PTA, the Union Schools 
Education Foundation, athletic and 
activity booster clubs and your presence 
at school events reinforces our staff for 
their efforts while sending a s trong mes
sage to your children that you care 
about their educational progress. 
Involvement is a major factor in their 
success, and we sincerely thank you for 
a.ll that you do. 

You can be proud of the accomplish
ments of this district. It continues to 
excel, leading the way with programs 
including the Continuous Learning 
Calendar, primary multi-age, Character 
Counts, AP courses, the Union Career 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub· 
lished bi-monthly by Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. l29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134·6711. 
It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School Dis trict free of charge. Dr. Cathy 
Burden is Superintendent of Schools. 
Gretchen Haas-Bethell is Communications 
Director/Editor. The Communicator staff 
includes janie Froman and Beverly Thummel. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POST
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134·6711, or call 459-3305. 

Advisement Program, and the Drug-Free 
Youth organization. Our teachers are 
continuing their professional develop
ment with hands-on science, inclusion, 
the learning s tyles of students and the 
use of technology. We are developing 
our own assessment tests to chart stu
dents' progress on our curriculum and 
to encourage master teachers to become 
peer coaches for each other. 

The progressive spirit of Union is alive 
and well thanks to your vote of confi
dence both at the polls and by your 
daily support of our outstanding stu
dents and excellent schools. 

Cedar Ridge kindergartner Aimee Bell and her 
mom Lori dressed as characters from the pop
ular Madeline book series for the third annual 
Union/ Jenks Young Writers Conference. 
Aimee's dad joined them for a photograph at 
the conference held january 29 at Union High 
School. 

Thousands Attend Third Annual 
Union/Jenks Young Writers Conference 

More than 3,500 elementary school stu
dents, teachers and volunteers braved 
the season's only winter storm to attend 
the third annual Union/Jenks Young 
Writers Conference january 29 at Union 
High School. The conference also fea

write as well as illustrate. Masiello, 
affectionately known as "The Icky Bug 
Man," has illustrated The Icky Bug 
Alphabet, The Yucky Reptile A lphabet, 
The Extinct Alphabet and The Flag We 
Love. 

tured nation
ally-known 
authors/illus
trators of 
children's 
books as well 
as a number 
of local 
celebrities. 
Conference 
co-c hair s 
Aima Wilson 
of Union and 
Rachel Bess 
of Jenks 
planned a full 
morning of 

Students learning to illustrate books with Kim Doner are: (left co 
rigltl) Adeline Zsiga·]arntan 4th grader and Megan Featherston· 
Peters 1st grader. 

Local celebri
ties who vol
unt ee r e d 
their time for 
fifth grade 
Book Sharing 
Sess i o n s 
in c lud e d 
authors, Jodi 
Larsen Nida, 
S u s a n 
Hickman 
and Georgia 
Lloyd-Jones 
Snoke ; 
KOTV Chan
nel 6 news 

activities for students in grades 1-5 
from both districts. Those activities 
included book sharing sessions, author 
signings and assemblies. 

Authors and illustrators featured at this 
year's conference were Brod Bagert, 
Kim Doner and Ra.lpb Masiello. Bagert 
is the author of The Gooch Machine, 
Elephant Games, Chicken Socks and Let 
Me Be the Boss. He teamed with Kim 
Doner for the recently published 
Rainbows, Head Lice and Pea-Green Tile. 
Ms. Doner also illustrated White Bead 
Ceremony, Green Snake Ceremony and 
The Buffalo in the Mall. Buffalo Dreams, 
published this fall, is her first book to 

anchor Glenda Silvey; reporters Scott 
Cooper and Shaun Schafer of the Tulsa 
World; Melinda Whitney of the Williams 
Companies; Mack Vanderlip, president 
of Copy and Concepts Advertising 
Agency; Richard Parker, assistant direc
tor of the Tulsa City/County Library 
System; Ann Gaebe, manager of the 
Broken Arrow Public Library; Marilyn 
Prosser, manager of the Helmerich 
Library; former Oklahoma Teachers of 
the Year Sherry Morgan and Kay Long; 
john Hamill, public relations director 
for Tulsa Public Schools; Union Athletic 
Director Benny Dixon and Jenks head 
football coach Allen Trimble. 
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Teachers of the Year Announced 

Lowell Ratzlaff 
Amlcrscn Elcmcnwry 

Leslie Edwards 
Clark Elementary 

Kim Unrulr 
SVtllt Gmd c Center 

Wanda Gatlin 
Bocvers Elcm cntll r)' 

Me/odie Cole 
Danraby Elementary 

]osltlyn Harris 
Sevetrtlr Grade Cen ter 

Building-level Teachers of the Year from 
throughout the dis trict were chosen by their 
peers in recognition of their outs tanding service 
to the district and as representatives of the pro
fessionals in their respective buildings. 

ne. year 

Tammy 
Galloway· Beadles 

Grove Elcmctltary 

Denise T1romas 
} amwn Elem entary 

Linda Newkirk 
Eiglttlr Grllde Center 

Unique Theme Adds to Foundation's Success 

In what single setting could you find a gourmet meal, festive atmosphere, hundreds 
of unusual auction items, swing dancers and a live menagerie? The crowd attending 
th.is year's Union Schools Education Foundation Celebration dinner and auction dis· 
covered the answer to be the Sheraton Hotel February 19. 

Consistent with its theme, "Wild About U," (Uruon) the unjque event featured "Safari 
Joe" and some of his exotic animals-parrots, a crocodile, wolf cubs and a Burmese 
python-"mingUng" with gues ts throughout the everung. TV celebr ities/ Uruon par
ents Jeff Lazalier, Mike Ziegenhorn and Jay Rickerts served as emcees. Big-ticket auc

Gift baskets, includittg tlwse lreld by silent auction 
chainvoman Lana Gamble and event chainvoman 
Debbie Swant·Hess, were prepared by eaclr Union 
sclrool and a host of contributors. 

tion items, such as the use of a Mercedes 
Benz from jackie Cooper of Tulsa and a 
jewelry store gift certificate from the 
Moody's family, sparked spirited bid
ding. 

Corporate sponsors included RCB Bank, 
Williams, PSO, LKON Office Solutions, 
Flintco; Rosens tein, Fist & Ringold; Great 
Plains Coca-Cola, Stillwater National 
Bank, Arkansas Valley State Bank, Saint 
Francis Hospital at Broken Arrow 
Medical Staff; Gardere & Wynn, LLP; ONG 
and Dr. Robert Zoellner & Associates. 

The event raised more than $60,000 
which, after expenses, will fund innova
tive classroom projects that promote 
excellence in the Uruon district. 

Mary Talbert 
l lltcn ncdlmc lli{Jh 

Slrirley Wade 
Ct.tlar Ridgc 
Elementary 

Margarer Goodwill 
Peters l£1cm ctttary 

New College 
Savings 

Plan Now 
Available 

Nanette Tunrer 
Brla rg len Elementary 

Amber ]ones 
McAuliffe Elementary 

The Oklahoma College Savings Program, 
a new tax-deferred higher education 
savings program, is now opening 
accounts. 

The plan works by removing any federal 
or s tate income taxation from earnings 
and dividends on accounts during the 
time a child is growing up. This way, 
money dedicated to college savings is 
able to grow much faster than it could if 
the earnings and dividends were subject 
to taxation. It is only when a child s tarts 
attending college and begins withdraw
ing money that the earnings become 
taxable, but only at the child's ta-x rate. 

Anyone--paren ts, grandparen ts, employ
ers or friends--can es tablish a qualifying 
accoun t under the Oklahoma plan. 

For additional in formation, you may 
explore http://www.state.ok.us. For a 
college savings packet by mail, call (877) 
OK4-SAVI or (877) 654-7284 or visit 
www.ok4saving.org 
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Union Wins Top Honors at Louisville & Hosts Its Own Jazz Festival 

The Union High School Jazz Band won 
top honors at the annual University of 
Louisville JazzWeek 2000 Festival in 
February. They were selected from 28 
other jazz bands ranging from middle 
school to college, all of which were from 
the Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee and 
Indiana area. With the honor came the 
privilege of performing at the festival 
concert with the University's jazz band. 

Jazz clinicians at the festival included 
Jamey Aebersold, music director at the 
University of Louisville and member of 
the International jazz Educator 's Hall of 
Fame; John LaBarbera, director of the 
Jazz Ensemble at the University of 

Senior Aces ACT 

Andrew Lahti is one of only three col
lege-bound studen ts in Oklahoma and 
30 in the Uruted States to achleve a 36, 
the highest possible composite score, 
on the September and October 1999 
adminis trations of the ACT Assessment 
Test. Approximately 13,800 Oklahoma 
students and 387,000 from across the 

nation complet
ed the ACT col
lege entrance 
exam during 
those two 
months. 

The ACT, taken 
by nearly 60 
percent of 
Ame r ica's 
entering col-

Andrew Lahti lege freshmen, 
comprises tests 

in English, mathematics, reading and 
science reasoning. Each test is scored 
on a scale of 1·36, and the average s tu
dent's composite score nationally for 
the graduating class of 1999 was 21. 

Based partly on his outstanding achieve
ment on the ACT, Andrew has also been 
selected as a candidate for the Uru ted 
States Presidential Scholar s Program. 
He is among 2,600 seniors nationwide 
to be named Presidential Scholar candi
dates, one of the highest honors 
bestowed upon graduating high school 
se.niors. Scholars are selected on the 
basis of superior academic and ar tis tic 
achievements , leadership qualities, 
strong character and involvement in 
community and school activi ties. 

Loujsville and former arranger for the 
Buddy Rich Orchestra; Terence 
Blanchard, director of his own jazz sex
tet; famous jazz saxophonist Bob 
Mintzer; and Robin Eubanks, noted 
trombonist who recently appeared at 
Union's own j azzfest 2000. 

Jazzfest 2000, held February 11 and 12 
at Union High School, drew jazz ensem
bles from throughout Oklahoma for a 
fun-filled jam session, clinics and an 
evening concert by internationally 
known jazz musicians. 

Tire Union Intermediate and Senior Higlr jazz Ensembles, directed by ]air Klarfeld, joined guest 
soloist Robin Eubanks in concert Friday evening, February 11. Eubanks returned as one of tire eli· 
nicians for tire day·long session Saturday wlriclr featured student performances, m aster classes and 
a clinician jam session. 

Older Students Help To Start 
D-FY Program for 7th Graders 

High school students con
fi rm what Danny Wil
liams, Coordinator of 
Union's Student Assis
tance Programs, has 

I 
believed for a long time--seventh grade 
is a critical year for making good choic
es. For that reason, older students have 
assisted Mr. Williams and the PTA in 
starting a Drug-Free Youth program at 
the Union Seventh Grade Cen ter. 

"The older students tell us how strong 
peer influence was for them in seventh 
grade and how important good deci
sions were for them at that age, so they 
wanted to help" explained Mr. Williams. 
D-FY is a prevention program that 
rewards studen ts who choose an alco
hol- and drug-free life and are willing to 
prove it through a voluntary, confiden
tial drug test. D·FY uses positive peer 
pressure and community incentives (i.e., 
discounts and/or benefits from partici
pating merchants) to encourage stu· 
dents to choose not to use alcohol and 
other drugs. 

"The program was begun 
~vith the lligh School and 
Alternative School and 
has grown to include the 
Intermediate High, Eighth 

Grade Center, and tills semester, the 
Seventh Grade Center ," Mr. Williams 
said. 

D·FY Motto 
"We are our best when we help 

others to be their best." 

Students from the older grades spent 
February 9 at the Union Seventh Grade 
Center talk ing with seventh graders 
about D·FY and peer influencing. The 
voluntary drug tests were held the 
evenings of February 10 and 15. 
Although there is no D·FY program at 
the sixth-grade level, those students 
were also visited February 9 by the older 
kids who, as role models, visited, ate 
lunch and played games with them. 
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Ancient Rome Comes to the Sixth/Seventh Grade Center 

Sixth grade Academic Resource Center 
(ARC) students, clad in costumes of the 

era, presented skits, competed in chari
ot races, held a Roman history academ
ic bowl and hosted a Roman banquet 

:;;;~;i~~~~ai;:~-~~ March 3. 
Red wagons served as 
chariots; Frisbees were 
used in the discus
throwing contest; the 
Shield Roll involved 
students rolling class
mates in new plastic 
trashcans; and the 
Gladiator playoffs were 
actually sophisticated 
pillow fights. The 
Roman banquet con
sisted of pizza, pita 
bread with olive oil, 
figs, sunflower seeds 
and fruit. 

The exercise was the 
idea of teacher Leslie 
North, who wanted to 
make his tory come 

Winners of the Best Roman Skit contest were members of the group, alive for her students. 
"C/Jariot Lightning. " They are (top row-left to right) Brandon Ashworth, 
Chad Sclleilz, teacher Leslie North, jordan Bates; (bottom row·left to 
right) Brooke Cole, Stephanie jacoby and Kjerstie johnson. 

Summer Enrollment Underway 

All students new to the district and former students who have withdrawn from the 
district must complete enrollment at the District Enrollment Center in the Union 
E-xtended Education Building (directly north of the Education Service Center) at 5656 

Union seventh grader Marl Byford competed in 
the 1999 Men's and Women's Ironkids 
Invitational Gymnastics Meet in St. Louis, 
Missouri, against gymnasts from seven differ
ent stares. He took first place in all six events 
as well as first place AII·Around in his age divi
sion i11 Class 4. Matt's team, representing 
American Gymnastics, also took first place at 
the meet. 

S. 129 E. Ave. All students must be 
residents of the Union Public School 
District, living with a parent or legal 
guardian. 

Students who will be eligible for 
kindergarten in the 2000-2001 school 
year and missed their school's desig
nated enrollment day in April may 
also enroll during summer enroll
ment. To make sure you have all the 
reqUired documents, call the 
Enrollment Center at 459-4687. 

June 5-August 4: Monday, Wednes
day, & Thursday, 7 a.m.-6 p.m., Tues
days 7 a.m.-7 p.m., Closed Fridays 

August 7-11: Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday, 7 a.m.-4 p.m., Tuesday & 
Thursday, 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

August 14-18: Monday-Thursday, 7 
a.m.-7 p.m., Friday 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 

After August 18, regular hours for the 
Enrollment Center will be Monday 
through Friday from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Eighth graders Aaron Bales and Michael 
Furgerson learn about fire fighting at Career 
Path 2000 at Tulsa's Expo Square. Along with 
learning to budget their money, tire students 
learned about specific jobs, including salary, 
job duties and hours. 

Students to Receive 
Recognition in Poetry 

Anthology 

A group of Union seventh graders will 
soon be published authors when the 
eleventh annual issue of The Anthology 
of Poetry by Young Americans arrives on 
library shelves later this year. Following 
a mini-unit on poetry and learning that 
strong emotion is the source of good 
poetry, several s tudents in Neta 
Emmons' and Maribeth Bevis' English 
classes submitted their original poems 
for judging as an extra-credit assign
ment. 

Rehman Ahmed, Terri Burke, Sean 
Comstock, Ran.ishia Dent, Steven Grim, 
Lindsey Heaston, Katie Hemphill, 
Genevieve Hurlbutt, Shahin 
Jaberinasab, Aisling Kelly, Leah 
Mentzel, Katie Nicholas, Dara 
Nordstog, Jamie Park, Marqua Sykes 
and Hillary Westbrook received notifi
cation by mail of their poems' accept
ance for publication. Subjects ranged 
from the virtues of their mothers to the 
dangers of drunk driving and the sad
ness of death and suicide. 'This is the 
largest group we've ever had published," 
exclaimed Mrs. Emmons. Last year's 
Anthology included work by five Union 
students. 

March-April,2000 ______________________________________________________________ ___ 
Page 5 

Lighting the Candles! 

1-High Focuses on 
Academics & Careers 

Those involved in the Intermediate High 
School's Union Career Action Planning 
(UCAP) conferences have called them a 
resounding success. The conferences 
were held February 15 and l7 for par
ents and teachers to strengthen the aca
demic and career portions of their stu
dents' school experience. The success is 
attributed to how well the parents and 
teachers worked together in planning a 
course of study for each student. 

Indian Education Program 
Recognized 

The Muscogee Creek Nation Johnson 
O'Malley (JOM) Program has selected 
Union's JOM Program as one of the top 
mee within the Creek Nation service 
area. The area includes 46 school dis
tricts in eight counties. The program 
design, parent corrunittee involvement 
and school administration commitment 
to its success have made Union's 
achievements stand out among the oth
ers. 

Eighth Grade Center 
Named Oklahoma 

Supreme Court 
School of the Year 

Outstanding leadership in law-related 
(citizenship) education has earned the 
Union Eighth Grade Center the title of 
1999-2000 Oklahoma Supreme Cow't 
School of the Year. Representatives of 
the Oklahoma Bar Association present
ed the award to Principal Kirt Hartzler 
and three U.S. Government teachers
Donna Garrision, Amanda Howell and 
Shelley Zevnik-in a ceremony recently 
at the Oklahoma Supreme Court court
room in Oklahoma City. 

Cedar Ridge Cited for High 
Art-Related Score 

Cedar Ridge Elementary was recently 
notified that it had received the second 

highest score in the state on the 1999 
fifth grade Arts Criterion Reference 
Test. The ranking caught the attention 
of The American Federation of 
Musicians, Local475-703, the Oklahoma 
Phill;}armonic Society and the Oklahoma 
State Department of Education. They 
sent a joint congratulatory letter to 
Principal Cathy Collins and applauded 
the school for its part "in bringing a 
quality arts program to students." 

Multicultural Assembly 
Features 

Song & Dance 
at Peters 

The African American influence on 
dance and music was highlighted during 
a special assembly at Peters Elementary 
School March 10. Peters teacher 
Cynthia Cole arranged for fifth graders 
to hear from local performer E. Kirby, 
Jr., who has played jazz great Duke 
Ellington with the Oklahoma Sinfonia
Tulsa Pops Orchestra. They also kicked 
up their heels while swing dancing to 
music by "Big Band Greats" Count Basie 
and Benny Goodman, as performed by 
the talented Union Intermediate High 
School Jazz Band. 

Enroll Now 
For Summer School 

Elementary Level 
(on a tuition basis for 
current K- 5 students) 

Mon.-Thurs., June 5-29 & July 5-27 
Grove Elementary, 10202 E. 62nd 
· Classes: Basic Math & Reading; 

Enrichment (art, foreign language, etc.) 
Native American Education 

Reading Proficiency 

For further information contact elemen
tary summer school principal Diana 
Sample at 459-6678. 

Secondary Level 
(current 6-12 students) 

Enhanced Credit & Remediation 
Courses: English, history, math, science 

and electives (selected interests). 
Basic Skills Class (Grades 6-8) covering 

arts, math, reading and study skills 
Driver Education (Grades 9-12) 

Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Union Intermediate High, 

7616 S. Garnett 
Enrollment in IHS Activities 

Office during May. 
Evening hours: 6-8:00 p.m. 

May 31 & June 1 

For more secondary class information, 
contact IHS assistant principal Sallie 
Jones at 461-4259 or 461 -4260. 

Cast members 
pose with Cedar 
Ridge third gra· 
ders Courtney 
Wooten (top left), 
Emily Bell (top 
right) Vickie 
Risclre and Andrea 
McBryde (seated 
left and right). Tire 
Union Schools Edu
cation Foundation, 
with the help of 
Celebrity Attrac
tions, RCB Bank, 
Crown Auto World, 
the Narrative 
Television Network 
and 2-News NBC, 
brought the Wiz
ard of Oz to the 
Union Performing 
Arts Center March 
21 {or this year's 
Discover Broad
way presentation. 
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Darnaby second graders Brian Mathis and Brendan Smith help library volunteer coordinator 
Marsha Mathis hanq readin9 chains in the media center. Students made the chain to show the dif
ferent types of outside readmg they have done. Colored links of paper represent different reading 
materials, such as biographies, non·fiction, fiction, reference materials, etc. 

Walking Across the Street to "Read Across America" 

Students of Grove Elementary third grade teacher Tanuny Beadles and reading spe
cialist Brenda Lawson celebrated "Read Across America" and what would have been 
the famous Dr. Seuss's 96th birthday March 2 with a field trip to the nearby Union 
Sixth and Seventh Grade Center. There, the younger students shared refreshments 
and some of their favorite books with Angie Blankenship's sixth grade reading class
es. 

"The sixth graders read newspaper articles about Dr. Seuss and were every bit as 

Richard Dent, Michael Means and Hannah 
Rog_ers, stu~ents in Pearl Watson's fourth grade 
socral studres class at Boevers, studied immi· 
gration during a recent unit on the 
Northeastern states. The students made pass· 
ports and wrote journals detailing their imagi· 
nary passage to America. 

excited about this adventure as the third 
graders," commented Mrs. Beadles. 
Students throughout the district donned 
the signature Dr. Seuss, Grinch and Cat 
Wear apparel and used the annual event 
to underscore the joy and importance of 
reading. 
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From t E1 .e~ntaries 
--

Jarman Science Lab Becomes J rop-Notch Ancient Art Museum 

Jarman 
El emen
tary stu
d e n t s 
recently 
hosted a 
schoo l
wide art 
show, "A 
Millenni
um of 
Art .. 

F i f t h 
grade s tu
d e n t s 
explor ed 
the art of 
An cient 
Egypt and 
created 
paper and 
plaste r 
tab l ets 
carved 
w i t h 
hie r o
glyphics. 
T h e y 
m a d e 
impres
sions for 
jewe lr y 
a n d 

P a s t , 
Presen t 
a n d 
Fut u re! 
While all 
Ja r man 
students 
partici
pated in 
the show, 
f i f t h 

Jarman fifth graders (left to right) Kelly An~ lerson, Katie Chavez, Nick Wilcox and Tyler d I 
Battershell prepare to place their "mumm} " in its sarcophagus as they complete the e V e d 

Briarglen students celebrated the year 2000 as they "Let Our 
Character Shine Into the New Millennium " following their 
return to school in January. Special guest for the celebra· 
t'ion was form er Miss America Shawntel Smith whose sister, 
second grade teacher Carisa Smith, teaches at Briarglen. Egyptian museum. into the 

graders 
created an Egyptian museum 
life-size mummy and artifacts. 

includir1~ . 

This year, Jarman s tudents have explored art 
through time, through cultures, through 
imagination and experimentation thanks to 
a Tulsa Education Fund grant, "I Want My 
Mummy," wri tten by teachers Denise 
Thomas and Julie Wilcox. First and second 
graders began their journey into art by 
studying what art could be in the future. 
Third graders were introduced to the art of 
Native America, and fourth graders explored 
African art. 

Students in 
Patty Wooten's 
third grade 
class at Boev· 
ers designed 
and made a 
crib·sized quilt 
as reinforce· 
ment to 
abstract and 
concrete con· 
cepts in read· 
ing and math 
units. The col· 
or{ul end result 
became a 
ing 
the con1m1mr. 
as students do· 
nated the quilt 
to Emergency 
Infant Services. 

.. 

mummifi-
Jn process by mummifying fruit. Their 

crowning achievement was a life-size 
mummy and sarcophagus. Fifth grade s tu
dent docents, wearing Egyptian collars, pro
vided information and guided visitors 
through the museum. 

Peters Students Score Well at State Science Fair 
Peters Elementary s tudents in Jane Watson's fourth grade class proved they are budding 
experts in everything from lightning and tornadoes to weather instruments and proper 

Students pose with Peters fourth grade teacher Jane 
Watson after a party to celebrate their impressive victo· 
ries in a state wide science fair. 

soil conditions as they competed in a 
statewide science competition. Many 
of them returned with ribbons from 
the Oklahoma Mesonet Science Fair 
held at the University of Oklahoma in 
Norman. 

Par ticipants included Amy Howe, 
Heather Portokalis, Jacob Rader, 
Kent Toalson, Ethan Hopper, Tyler 
Noble, Johnny Kiskin, Meredith 
Rausch, Molly Moses, Molli 
Coughenour, Adam Hildebrandt and 
Jeremy Schardein. 

The following won in their division: 
First Place - Johnny Kiskin and Molly 
Moses; Second Place for Best of Show 
- Molly Moses; Third Place - Kent 
Toalson and Jacob Rader; Honorable 
Mention - Amy Howe, Heather 
Portokalis and Molli Coughenour. 

Got Milk? asks Jarman fourth grader 
Elaine Shan. Students in janet McCoy's 
class posed for their own "ad" pictures, as 
many sports heroes and movie stars have 
done, following their study of the human 
body. Terry Streetman, an employee of 
Borden's Dairy and father of Courtney 
Streetman, explained to the class how milk 
gets from the cow to our houses. Students 
a lso viewed a video on why milk (calcium) 
should be an integral part of a good diet. 
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Ancient Rome Comes to the Sixth/Seventh Grade Center 

Sixth grade Academic Resource Center 
(ARC) students, clad in costumes of the 

era, presented skits, competed in chari
ot races, held a Roman history academ
ic bowl and hosted a Roman banquet 

:;;;~;i~~~~ai;:~-~~ March 3. 
Red wagons served as 
chariots; Frisbees were 
used in the discus
throwing contest; the 
Shield Roll involved 
students rolling class
mates in new plastic 
trashcans; and the 
Gladiator playoffs were 
actually sophisticated 
pillow fights. The 
Roman banquet con
sisted of pizza, pita 
bread with olive oil, 
figs, sunflower seeds 
and fruit. 

The exercise was the 
idea of teacher Leslie 
North, who wanted to 
make his tory come 

Winners of the Best Roman Skit contest were members of the group, alive for her students. 
"C/Jariot Lightning. " They are (top row-left to right) Brandon Ashworth, 
Chad Sclleilz, teacher Leslie North, jordan Bates; (bottom row·left to 
right) Brooke Cole, Stephanie jacoby and Kjerstie johnson. 

Summer Enrollment Underway 

All students new to the district and former students who have withdrawn from the 
district must complete enrollment at the District Enrollment Center in the Union 
E-xtended Education Building (directly north of the Education Service Center) at 5656 

Union seventh grader Marl Byford competed in 
the 1999 Men's and Women's Ironkids 
Invitational Gymnastics Meet in St. Louis, 
Missouri, against gymnasts from seven differ
ent stares. He took first place in all six events 
as well as first place AII·Around in his age divi
sion i11 Class 4. Matt's team, representing 
American Gymnastics, also took first place at 
the meet. 

S. 129 E. Ave. All students must be 
residents of the Union Public School 
District, living with a parent or legal 
guardian. 

Students who will be eligible for 
kindergarten in the 2000-2001 school 
year and missed their school's desig
nated enrollment day in April may 
also enroll during summer enroll
ment. To make sure you have all the 
reqUired documents, call the 
Enrollment Center at 459-4687. 

June 5-August 4: Monday, Wednes
day, & Thursday, 7 a.m.-6 p.m., Tues
days 7 a.m.-7 p.m., Closed Fridays 

August 7-11: Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday, 7 a.m.-4 p.m., Tuesday & 
Thursday, 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 

August 14-18: Monday-Thursday, 7 
a.m.-7 p.m., Friday 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 

After August 18, regular hours for the 
Enrollment Center will be Monday 
through Friday from 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Eighth graders Aaron Bales and Michael 
Furgerson learn about fire fighting at Career 
Path 2000 at Tulsa's Expo Square. Along with 
learning to budget their money, tire students 
learned about specific jobs, including salary, 
job duties and hours. 

Students to Receive 
Recognition in Poetry 

Anthology 

A group of Union seventh graders will 
soon be published authors when the 
eleventh annual issue of The Anthology 
of Poetry by Young Americans arrives on 
library shelves later this year. Following 
a mini-unit on poetry and learning that 
strong emotion is the source of good 
poetry, several s tudents in Neta 
Emmons' and Maribeth Bevis' English 
classes submitted their original poems 
for judging as an extra-credit assign
ment. 

Rehman Ahmed, Terri Burke, Sean 
Comstock, Ran.ishia Dent, Steven Grim, 
Lindsey Heaston, Katie Hemphill, 
Genevieve Hurlbutt, Shahin 
Jaberinasab, Aisling Kelly, Leah 
Mentzel, Katie Nicholas, Dara 
Nordstog, Jamie Park, Marqua Sykes 
and Hillary Westbrook received notifi
cation by mail of their poems' accept
ance for publication. Subjects ranged 
from the virtues of their mothers to the 
dangers of drunk driving and the sad
ness of death and suicide. 'This is the 
largest group we've ever had published," 
exclaimed Mrs. Emmons. Last year's 
Anthology included work by five Union 
students. 
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Lighting the Candles! 

1-High Focuses on 
Academics & Careers 

Those involved in the Intermediate High 
School's Union Career Action Planning 
(UCAP) conferences have called them a 
resounding success. The conferences 
were held February 15 and l7 for par
ents and teachers to strengthen the aca
demic and career portions of their stu
dents' school experience. The success is 
attributed to how well the parents and 
teachers worked together in planning a 
course of study for each student. 

Indian Education Program 
Recognized 

The Muscogee Creek Nation Johnson 
O'Malley (JOM) Program has selected 
Union's JOM Program as one of the top 
mee within the Creek Nation service 
area. The area includes 46 school dis
tricts in eight counties. The program 
design, parent corrunittee involvement 
and school administration commitment 
to its success have made Union's 
achievements stand out among the oth
ers. 

Eighth Grade Center 
Named Oklahoma 

Supreme Court 
School of the Year 

Outstanding leadership in law-related 
(citizenship) education has earned the 
Union Eighth Grade Center the title of 
1999-2000 Oklahoma Supreme Cow't 
School of the Year. Representatives of 
the Oklahoma Bar Association present
ed the award to Principal Kirt Hartzler 
and three U.S. Government teachers
Donna Garrision, Amanda Howell and 
Shelley Zevnik-in a ceremony recently 
at the Oklahoma Supreme Court court
room in Oklahoma City. 

Cedar Ridge Cited for High 
Art-Related Score 

Cedar Ridge Elementary was recently 
notified that it had received the second 

highest score in the state on the 1999 
fifth grade Arts Criterion Reference 
Test. The ranking caught the attention 
of The American Federation of 
Musicians, Local475-703, the Oklahoma 
Phill;}armonic Society and the Oklahoma 
State Department of Education. They 
sent a joint congratulatory letter to 
Principal Cathy Collins and applauded 
the school for its part "in bringing a 
quality arts program to students." 

Multicultural Assembly 
Features 

Song & Dance 
at Peters 

The African American influence on 
dance and music was highlighted during 
a special assembly at Peters Elementary 
School March 10. Peters teacher 
Cynthia Cole arranged for fifth graders 
to hear from local performer E. Kirby, 
Jr., who has played jazz great Duke 
Ellington with the Oklahoma Sinfonia
Tulsa Pops Orchestra. They also kicked 
up their heels while swing dancing to 
music by "Big Band Greats" Count Basie 
and Benny Goodman, as performed by 
the talented Union Intermediate High 
School Jazz Band. 

Enroll Now 
For Summer School 

Elementary Level 
(on a tuition basis for 
current K- 5 students) 

Mon.-Thurs., June 5-29 & July 5-27 
Grove Elementary, 10202 E. 62nd 
· Classes: Basic Math & Reading; 

Enrichment (art, foreign language, etc.) 
Native American Education 

Reading Proficiency 

For further information contact elemen
tary summer school principal Diana 
Sample at 459-6678. 

Secondary Level 
(current 6-12 students) 

Enhanced Credit & Remediation 
Courses: English, history, math, science 

and electives (selected interests). 
Basic Skills Class (Grades 6-8) covering 

arts, math, reading and study skills 
Driver Education (Grades 9-12) 

Mon.-Thurs., 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Union Intermediate High, 

7616 S. Garnett 
Enrollment in IHS Activities 

Office during May. 
Evening hours: 6-8:00 p.m. 

May 31 & June 1 

For more secondary class information, 
contact IHS assistant principal Sallie 
Jones at 461-4259 or 461 -4260. 

Cast members 
pose with Cedar 
Ridge third gra· 
ders Courtney 
Wooten (top left), 
Emily Bell (top 
right) Vickie 
Risclre and Andrea 
McBryde (seated 
left and right). Tire 
Union Schools Edu
cation Foundation, 
with the help of 
Celebrity Attrac
tions, RCB Bank, 
Crown Auto World, 
the Narrative 
Television Network 
and 2-News NBC, 
brought the Wiz
ard of Oz to the 
Union Performing 
Arts Center March 
21 {or this year's 
Discover Broad
way presentation. 
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Teachers of the Year Announced 

Lowell Ratzlaff 
Amlcrscn Elcmcnwry 

Leslie Edwards 
Clark Elementary 

Kim Unrulr 
SVtllt Gmd c Center 

Wanda Gatlin 
Bocvers Elcm cntll r)' 

Me/odie Cole 
Danraby Elementary 

]osltlyn Harris 
Sevetrtlr Grade Cen ter 

Building-level Teachers of the Year from 
throughout the dis trict were chosen by their 
peers in recognition of their outs tanding service 
to the district and as representatives of the pro
fessionals in their respective buildings. 

ne. year 

Tammy 
Galloway· Beadles 

Grove Elcmctltary 

Denise T1romas 
} amwn Elem entary 

Linda Newkirk 
Eiglttlr Grllde Center 

Unique Theme Adds to Foundation's Success 

In what single setting could you find a gourmet meal, festive atmosphere, hundreds 
of unusual auction items, swing dancers and a live menagerie? The crowd attending 
th.is year's Union Schools Education Foundation Celebration dinner and auction dis· 
covered the answer to be the Sheraton Hotel February 19. 

Consistent with its theme, "Wild About U," (Uruon) the unjque event featured "Safari 
Joe" and some of his exotic animals-parrots, a crocodile, wolf cubs and a Burmese 
python-"mingUng" with gues ts throughout the everung. TV celebr ities/ Uruon par
ents Jeff Lazalier, Mike Ziegenhorn and Jay Rickerts served as emcees. Big-ticket auc

Gift baskets, includittg tlwse lreld by silent auction 
chainvoman Lana Gamble and event chainvoman 
Debbie Swant·Hess, were prepared by eaclr Union 
sclrool and a host of contributors. 

tion items, such as the use of a Mercedes 
Benz from jackie Cooper of Tulsa and a 
jewelry store gift certificate from the 
Moody's family, sparked spirited bid
ding. 

Corporate sponsors included RCB Bank, 
Williams, PSO, LKON Office Solutions, 
Flintco; Rosens tein, Fist & Ringold; Great 
Plains Coca-Cola, Stillwater National 
Bank, Arkansas Valley State Bank, Saint 
Francis Hospital at Broken Arrow 
Medical Staff; Gardere & Wynn, LLP; ONG 
and Dr. Robert Zoellner & Associates. 

The event raised more than $60,000 
which, after expenses, will fund innova
tive classroom projects that promote 
excellence in the Uruon district. 

Mary Talbert 
l lltcn ncdlmc lli{Jh 

Slrirley Wade 
Ct.tlar Ridgc 
Elementary 

Margarer Goodwill 
Peters l£1cm ctttary 

New College 
Savings 

Plan Now 
Available 

Nanette Tunrer 
Brla rg len Elementary 

Amber ]ones 
McAuliffe Elementary 

The Oklahoma College Savings Program, 
a new tax-deferred higher education 
savings program, is now opening 
accounts. 

The plan works by removing any federal 
or s tate income taxation from earnings 
and dividends on accounts during the 
time a child is growing up. This way, 
money dedicated to college savings is 
able to grow much faster than it could if 
the earnings and dividends were subject 
to taxation. It is only when a child s tarts 
attending college and begins withdraw
ing money that the earnings become 
taxable, but only at the child's ta-x rate. 

Anyone--paren ts, grandparen ts, employ
ers or friends--can es tablish a qualifying 
accoun t under the Oklahoma plan. 

For additional in formation, you may 
explore http://www.state.ok.us. For a 
college savings packet by mail, call (877) 
OK4-SAVI or (877) 654-7284 or visit 
www.ok4saving.org 
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Union Wins Top Honors at Louisville & Hosts Its Own Jazz Festival 

The Union High School Jazz Band won 
top honors at the annual University of 
Louisville JazzWeek 2000 Festival in 
February. They were selected from 28 
other jazz bands ranging from middle 
school to college, all of which were from 
the Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee and 
Indiana area. With the honor came the 
privilege of performing at the festival 
concert with the University's jazz band. 

Jazz clinicians at the festival included 
Jamey Aebersold, music director at the 
University of Louisville and member of 
the International jazz Educator 's Hall of 
Fame; John LaBarbera, director of the 
Jazz Ensemble at the University of 

Senior Aces ACT 

Andrew Lahti is one of only three col
lege-bound studen ts in Oklahoma and 
30 in the Uruted States to achleve a 36, 
the highest possible composite score, 
on the September and October 1999 
adminis trations of the ACT Assessment 
Test. Approximately 13,800 Oklahoma 
students and 387,000 from across the 

nation complet
ed the ACT col
lege entrance 
exam during 
those two 
months. 

The ACT, taken 
by nearly 60 
percent of 
Ame r ica's 
entering col-

Andrew Lahti lege freshmen, 
comprises tests 

in English, mathematics, reading and 
science reasoning. Each test is scored 
on a scale of 1·36, and the average s tu
dent's composite score nationally for 
the graduating class of 1999 was 21. 

Based partly on his outstanding achieve
ment on the ACT, Andrew has also been 
selected as a candidate for the Uru ted 
States Presidential Scholar s Program. 
He is among 2,600 seniors nationwide 
to be named Presidential Scholar candi
dates, one of the highest honors 
bestowed upon graduating high school 
se.niors. Scholars are selected on the 
basis of superior academic and ar tis tic 
achievements , leadership qualities, 
strong character and involvement in 
community and school activi ties. 

Loujsville and former arranger for the 
Buddy Rich Orchestra; Terence 
Blanchard, director of his own jazz sex
tet; famous jazz saxophonist Bob 
Mintzer; and Robin Eubanks, noted 
trombonist who recently appeared at 
Union's own j azzfest 2000. 

Jazzfest 2000, held February 11 and 12 
at Union High School, drew jazz ensem
bles from throughout Oklahoma for a 
fun-filled jam session, clinics and an 
evening concert by internationally 
known jazz musicians. 

Tire Union Intermediate and Senior Higlr jazz Ensembles, directed by ]air Klarfeld, joined guest 
soloist Robin Eubanks in concert Friday evening, February 11. Eubanks returned as one of tire eli· 
nicians for tire day·long session Saturday wlriclr featured student performances, m aster classes and 
a clinician jam session. 

Older Students Help To Start 
D-FY Program for 7th Graders 

High school students con
fi rm what Danny Wil
liams, Coordinator of 
Union's Student Assis
tance Programs, has 

I 
believed for a long time--seventh grade 
is a critical year for making good choic
es. For that reason, older students have 
assisted Mr. Williams and the PTA in 
starting a Drug-Free Youth program at 
the Union Seventh Grade Cen ter. 

"The older students tell us how strong 
peer influence was for them in seventh 
grade and how important good deci
sions were for them at that age, so they 
wanted to help" explained Mr. Williams. 
D-FY is a prevention program that 
rewards studen ts who choose an alco
hol- and drug-free life and are willing to 
prove it through a voluntary, confiden
tial drug test. D·FY uses positive peer 
pressure and community incentives (i.e., 
discounts and/or benefits from partici
pating merchants) to encourage stu· 
dents to choose not to use alcohol and 
other drugs. 

"The program was begun 
~vith the lligh School and 
Alternative School and 
has grown to include the 
Intermediate High, Eighth 

Grade Center, and tills semester, the 
Seventh Grade Center ," Mr. Williams 
said. 

D·FY Motto 
"We are our best when we help 

others to be their best." 

Students from the older grades spent 
February 9 at the Union Seventh Grade 
Center talk ing with seventh graders 
about D·FY and peer influencing. The 
voluntary drug tests were held the 
evenings of February 10 and 15. 
Although there is no D·FY program at 
the sixth-grade level, those students 
were also visited February 9 by the older 
kids who, as role models, visited, ate 
lunch and played games with them. 
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Kudos to the Citizens 
Crime Commission, 

A Great Union Partner! 

A partnership formed last year with 
Tulsa's Citizens Crime Commission has 
proven beneficial for thousands of 
youngsters touched by the district's 
Student Assistance Programs. Using a 
grant from the Bernsen Foundation, the 
Commission funded peer mediation 
training for all 15 Union schools. It 
bought cameras and, with the help of 
Public Service Company, acquired five 
computers for the Drug-Free Youth (D
FY) program. 

According to Student Assistance 
Program Coordinator Danny Williams, 
the Citizens Crime Commission also 
met with Union's elementary school 
counselors and provided materia.ls for a 
"Keeping Kids Safe," kit, which ties into 
Union's Character Counts program. 

We are grateful to the Citizens Crime 
Commission for its commitment to 
assist us in keeping Union safe. 

Secondary Report Card 
Pick-Up 

Juniors and seniors may pick up report 
cards, transcripts and diplomas at the 
High School beginning Monday, June 12, 
and continuing throughout the summer. 
Hours are Monday through Friday, 9-11 
a.m. and 1-3 p.m. Students completing 
ninth and tenth grade may pick up their 
report cards at the Intermediate High 
beginning Friday, May 26. Hours are 
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Reading Tests 
for Licenses Scheduled 

A summer date has been set for stu
dents needing to retake the reading test 
necessary to obtain an Oklahoma dri
ver's license or permit. The Reading 
Proficiency Test will be given on June 
26, 3:30-4:45 p.m., in the Extended 
Education Building at 5656 S. 129 E. 
Avenue. Each student is eligible for one 
retake at no charge with subsequent 
tests costing $25 each. Students should 
arrive fifteen minutes early and bring 
their own pencil. Results will be avail
able at 5:00 p.m. Those wishing to take 
the test should preregister by calling 
459-3318 by Friday, June 23. 

1-High Students Raise Violence Prevention Awareness 

Union lntermediate High School stu
dents demonstrated their concern about 
national school safety issues through 
their STOP Violence campaign the week 
of February 14. According to teacher 
Terry Fuss Houck, the FBLA (Future 
Business Leaders of America), FHA 
(Future Homemakers of America), the 
Drama Club and art and business class
es collaborated on the project. 

Their activities included showing video. 
produced by the school's theater s tu
dents, displaying posters made by art 
classes, and announcing messages each 
day encouraging s tudents to be proac
tive in heading off school violence. 

The STOP (Students Taking On 
Prevention) campaign was part of a 
s tatewide "One Voice Against Violence" 
effort initiated by the Oklahoma 
Vocational Student Organization. 

Union High School j uniors 
Shirann johnson, Courtney 
Barr and Gretchen Wimer 
prepare co read stories in 
costume to children at 
Sam's Club on 71st and 
Mingo. 

Their talents were shared 
on a Saturday in February 
as part of the Union 
Theater Department's ''Arts 
Alive!" initiative to involve 
students in the community. 

Members of Union's 
National Honor Society 
were also on hand to paine 
and color with children 
whose parellts shopped that 
day. 

Networking and Leadership Highlight Alternative 
Education Conference 

~onsidered to have one of the s tate's best alternative education programs, Union con
tmue~ to offer its Alternative School students oppor tunities to enhance their life-long 
learrung. Yet another example of that was its participation in the first student con
ference for alternative education held recently at the University of Central Oklahoma 
in Edmond. 

According to Union counselor Tammy Garcia, the entire day focused on youth issues 
and concerns such as decision making, motivation and perceptions of school vio
lence. Participants 
networked with 
students from pro
grams from around 
the state, partici
pating in perform
ing arts and activi
ties to hone their 
leadership skills. 
Many of them visit
ed the "Hall of 
Success," where 
they met with 
career counselors 
and representa
tives from voca
tional- technical 
schools and s tate 
colleges and uni- Uf!ion participants included (back row left to right) Ashley Lamb, Kristen 
versities. Mrller, j eff A~os, Tammy Garcia, Amy Decatur, Lindsey Vandeventer, 

({rollt left to nght) Amanda Tate and DeMario Williams. 
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Dear Union Community ... 
by Super intendent Cathy Burden, Ph D. 

When citizens go to the polls to cast 
their votes in school elections, it reflects 
their general level of satisfaction with 
the school district. I am pleased that 
the Union community bas again voiced 
its support for the direction and the 
growth plans of this district. 

By a positive vote of about 73%, Union 
patrons overwhelmingly approved the 
February 8 millage and bond issue, 
opening a new "window of opportunity" 
for our students. A major project, the 
multi-purpose Student Activity Center, 
will become a reality with completion 
anticipated in the fall of 2002. 
Additiona.lly, bond funds for technolo
gy, safety, building improvements and 
instructiona.l equipment will keep our 
district at a state-of-the-art level. 

Our parents, s taff and s tudents share 
the common desire for excellence and 
understand the importance of commit
ing time and financi al s upport to 
achieve it. 

lnvolvement in PTA, the Union Schools 
Education Foundation, athletic and 
activity booster clubs and your presence 
at school events reinforces our staff for 
their efforts while sending a s trong mes
sage to your children that you care 
about their educational progress. 
Involvement is a major factor in their 
success, and we sincerely thank you for 
a.ll that you do. 

You can be proud of the accomplish
ments of this district. It continues to 
excel, leading the way with programs 
including the Continuous Learning 
Calendar, primary multi-age, Character 
Counts, AP courses, the Union Career 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub· 
lished bi-monthly by Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. l29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134·6711. 
It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School Dis trict free of charge. Dr. Cathy 
Burden is Superintendent of Schools. 
Gretchen Haas-Bethell is Communications 
Director/Editor. The Communicator staff 
includes janie Froman and Beverly Thummel. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, OK. POST
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134·6711, or call 459-3305. 

Advisement Program, and the Drug-Free 
Youth organization. Our teachers are 
continuing their professional develop
ment with hands-on science, inclusion, 
the learning s tyles of students and the 
use of technology. We are developing 
our own assessment tests to chart stu
dents' progress on our curriculum and 
to encourage master teachers to become 
peer coaches for each other. 

The progressive spirit of Union is alive 
and well thanks to your vote of confi
dence both at the polls and by your 
daily support of our outstanding stu
dents and excellent schools. 

Cedar Ridge kindergartner Aimee Bell and her 
mom Lori dressed as characters from the pop
ular Madeline book series for the third annual 
Union/ Jenks Young Writers Conference. 
Aimee's dad joined them for a photograph at 
the conference held january 29 at Union High 
School. 

Thousands Attend Third Annual 
Union/Jenks Young Writers Conference 

More than 3,500 elementary school stu
dents, teachers and volunteers braved 
the season's only winter storm to attend 
the third annual Union/Jenks Young 
Writers Conference january 29 at Union 
High School. The conference also fea

write as well as illustrate. Masiello, 
affectionately known as "The Icky Bug 
Man," has illustrated The Icky Bug 
Alphabet, The Yucky Reptile A lphabet, 
The Extinct Alphabet and The Flag We 
Love. 

tured nation
ally-known 
authors/illus
trators of 
children's 
books as well 
as a number 
of local 
celebrities. 
Conference 
co-c hair s 
Aima Wilson 
of Union and 
Rachel Bess 
of Jenks 
planned a full 
morning of 

Students learning to illustrate books with Kim Doner are: (left co 
rigltl) Adeline Zsiga·]arntan 4th grader and Megan Featherston· 
Peters 1st grader. 

Local celebri
ties who vol
unt ee r e d 
their time for 
fifth grade 
Book Sharing 
Sess i o n s 
in c lud e d 
authors, Jodi 
Larsen Nida, 
S u s a n 
Hickman 
and Georgia 
Lloyd-Jones 
Snoke ; 
KOTV Chan
nel 6 news 

activities for students in grades 1-5 
from both districts. Those activities 
included book sharing sessions, author 
signings and assemblies. 

Authors and illustrators featured at this 
year's conference were Brod Bagert, 
Kim Doner and Ra.lpb Masiello. Bagert 
is the author of The Gooch Machine, 
Elephant Games, Chicken Socks and Let 
Me Be the Boss. He teamed with Kim 
Doner for the recently published 
Rainbows, Head Lice and Pea-Green Tile. 
Ms. Doner also illustrated White Bead 
Ceremony, Green Snake Ceremony and 
The Buffalo in the Mall. Buffalo Dreams, 
published this fall, is her first book to 

anchor Glenda Silvey; reporters Scott 
Cooper and Shaun Schafer of the Tulsa 
World; Melinda Whitney of the Williams 
Companies; Mack Vanderlip, president 
of Copy and Concepts Advertising 
Agency; Richard Parker, assistant direc
tor of the Tulsa City/County Library 
System; Ann Gaebe, manager of the 
Broken Arrow Public Library; Marilyn 
Prosser, manager of the Helmerich 
Library; former Oklahoma Teachers of 
the Year Sherry Morgan and Kay Long; 
john Hamill, public relations director 
for Tulsa Public Schools; Union Athletic 
Director Benny Dixon and Jenks head 
football coach Allen Trimble. 
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Union Carves a Boundary for Its Newest Elementary 
Members of the Union Board of 
Education have voted in favor of bound
ary changes proposed by the dis trict's 
Long-Range Planning Committee to 
accommodate the opening of Marshall 
T. Moore Elementary School near 71st 
and South Garnett this corning August. 
The changes affect all but two of 
Union's ten existing elementary 
schools and are based on an effort 
to accommodate growth as well as 
balance class sizes throughout the 
district. 

The April 10 vote came after 
months of study by the Long
Range Planning 
Co mmitt ee 
and a public 
forum on the 
issue back in 
March. 
Basically, the 
new school 
will draw most 
of its students 
from Andersen, 
Jarman and Darnaby 
Elementaries, located in the high
growth south ern portion of the dis tr ict. 
Because most of the other elementary 
schools will have slightly altered bound
aries, they too will either gain or Jose 
students. 

"We looked at classroom availability, 
special programs, transportation, new 
housing s tarts and potential growth 
areas," explained Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden. "Tills option provided 
the best avenue for balance and low s tu
dent-teacher ratios," she said. 

District policy a llows students the 
option of intra-school transfers based 

Three·year·old Brett Taylor listens 
carefully during a l1earing screen· 
ing at a recent Parents As 
Teachers group meeting. 
Presenters Mon ica Bein and 
Allison Finch (pictured), licensed 
audiologists from the Tulsa City· 
County Health Department, gave 
parellls information on middle ear 
infections and their effects on 
speech and language development 
and also conducted hearing 
screenings on 28 children during 
the meeting. The Union Parents As 
Teachers program is a free early 
childhood program for families 
living within the Union school dis· 
trict who have children between 
the ages of birth and five years. 
For more information about 
Parents As Teachers, call the PAT 
office at 461-401 1. 

0 
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on available space and the requirement 
that students transferring have their 
own transportation. According to Dr. 
Burden, elementary school principals 
will consider transfer requests on a 
case-by-case basis once the district can 
determine how many students will be in 
each school and classroom. Actual 
enrollment figures on wruch to base 
those decisions won't be available until 
after school begins in August. 

Union's Stanford 
Receives Statewide Honor 

Denny Stanford, a science teacher at 
the Union Seventh Grade Center, was 
recently honored with 
the Tex Richardson 
Engineering and Science 
Guidance Award 2000 
for his exceptional serv
ice in guidance activi
ties. 

Stanford has designed Denny Stanford 
and constructed a 
machine lab used by all teachers at 
Union's Sixth/Seventh Grade Center, 
and he has been active in Engineering 
Challenge projects by coaching the stu
dents, preparing material to guide them 
in the preparation of contest en tries, 
and helping judge in-house competi
tions. Mr. Stanford has served as his 
building's science department chair for 
two years and was honored as Seventh 
Grade Teacher of the Year in 1994-95. 

Union Teachers Awarded 
Thrifty Grants 

Several Union teachers are among 3 5 iii 
the Tulsa area who have received class
room grants as part of Thrifty Car 
Rental's Neighbors Together for Schools 
program. 

Boevers multiage teacher Wanda Gatlin 
received $423 for her rainforest unit; 
Pat Van Triest of the 6th/ 7th Grade 
Center was awarded $500 for a class 
field trip to a Holocaust exhibition in 
Oklahoma City; j udy Rowell from the 
Intermediate High received $300 for 
hands-on rustory artifacts; and Native 
American teacher Sue Ashby received 
$500 for "L.l.V.E., a Native American 
education project." 

"We are amazed at the scope and cre
ativity of the projects Tulsa-area teach
ers are undertaking in their class
rooms," said Scott Anderson, Executive 
Vice President and Chief Operating 
Officer of Thrifty. "Teachers who can't 
get the extra funding to do these special 
projects often clip into their own pock
ets to finance them. Thrifty is commit
ted to providing teachers with another 
source of funding for these creative 
endeavors." 

For a classroom to be eligible for a 
grant, at least one s tudent in the class 
must be the child of a Thrifty World 
Headquarters employee. 
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Union Board Names School Administrators 

Union Board of Education members approved four administra
tive appointments, naming Nancy Poole as principal for 
McAuliffe Elementary, Ellen Crager as principal for Briarglen 
Elementary, and Olwen Herron and john Chargois as assistant 
principals at the Intermediate High School. 

Nancy Poole is currently principal at Briarglen Elementary, a 
position she assumed when she joined the district in 1994. 
Prior to that, she was a teacher and assistant principal in 
Broken Arrow Public Schools for fifteen years, a teacher in 
Tulsa Public Schools for one year, and a teacher in Lawton 
Schools for six years. Mrs. Poole will replace McAuli ffe princi
pal Sancli Calvin who was previously named principal at Moore 
Elementary, set to open in the fall 

Members of the Red Cross Clubs at Union High School and 1/llermediate 
High recently received a certificate of appreciation from Tulsa Mayor 
Susan Savage for their participation in "Raise the Roof Day." 
Participants included Jennifer Bynum, Kaylea Cecka, Cllris Cox, Lauren 
Esposito, Tawni Faurot, Megan McBride, Jerry Miller, Jeff Paul, Michelle 
Schmitz and Brittany Williams. 

Ellen Crager, who will replace Nancy Poole as Briarglen princi
pal, has been assistant principal at Union's Clark Elementary 
during the 1999-2000 school year. She also has 19 years expe
rience as an elementary teacher and elementary prindpal with 
Muskogee Public Schools. 

Raise the Roof was sponsored by the mayor's office in an effort to pro
mote volunteerism and provide needed improvemellls in tile Tulsa area. 
Red Cross members installed smoke detectors in low-income housing for 
various families. 

Olwen Herron has been in education nineteen years and has 
been with the Union district for six of those, serving as an 
English teacher at the Intermediate High. She first taught at 
Union during a Fulbright Teacher Exchange in 1991-92, an 
experience which led to her move from lreland to a new teach-

Traditional & CLC School Calendars for 2000-2001 
Continuous Learning Calendar Dates are indicated with an 

as terisk (*) if the dates are the same as the traditional calendar. 

CLC First Day of School ................................................. ........ ...... July 24 
Professional Day* ......................................................................... Aug. 14 
Work Day* ..................................................................................... Aug. 15 
Professional Day* ........................................................................ Aug. 16 
First Day of School ...................................................................... Aug. 17 
Labor Day* ...................................................................................... Sept. 4 
End CLC First Quarter ................................................................ Sept. 22 
End of First Quarter ...... .. ............................................................. Oct. 13 
CLC Falllntersession ................................................................ Oct. 2-20 
Fall Vacation* ........................................................................... Oct. 19-20 
Parent/Teacher Conf.* ............................................................ .... .. Oct. 27 
Thanksgiving Vacation* ................................. ................ ....... Nov. 22-24 
End CLC First Semester ............................................................... Dec. 15 
CLC Winter Vacation ........................................................ Dec. 18-jan. 5 
End of First Semester .......................................................... .. ...... Dec. 20 
Winter Vacation ................................................................ Dec. 21-Jan. 3 
Classes Resume ................................................................................ jan. 4 
CLC Classes Resume ............... ................................... ........ .. ........... jan. 8 
Martin Luther King Day* ...................... ............................ .. ........ .. jan. 15 
Secondary Parent/Teacher ConJ. ...... .. ....................................... Feb. 16 
Elementary Professional Day* .................................................... Feb. 16 
Professional Day (all grades)* .................................................... Feb. 19 
End of CLC & TLC Third Quarter ................................................ Mar. 9 
CLC Spring lntersession ........................................................ Mar. 12-30 
Spring Vacation ....................................................................... Mar. 26-30 
Elementary Parent/Teacher Conf. * .......................................... Apr. 13 
Secondary Professional Day ....................................................... Apr. 13 
Graduation ..................................................................................... May 18 
Last Day of Classes .................................... .................................. May 25 
Memorial Day (CLC) ...................................................................... May 28 
CLC Last Day of Classes ............................................................ June 14 

Two (2) snow days have been built into both calendars to allow for inclement weather. 

ing career in the United States. 

john Chargois currently an assistant 
principal at Union's Sixth/ Seventh Grade 
Center, replaces Charlie Bushyhead as 
assistant principal at Union Intermediate 
High. Prior to being named assistant 
prindpal in 1998, Chargois taught earth 
science at the Union Eighth Grade Center 
and was an assistant football coach and 
varsity girls tennis bead coach. 

Charlie Bushyhead moved to the 
Education Serivce Center as Assistant 
Director of Human Resources. 

Athletic Tryouts Scheduled 

Boys' Basketball 
7th grade (going into 8th) 

May 1-4; 2:30-4 p.m., 6th/ 7th Gr. Ctr. 

8th grade (going into 9th) 
May 8-11; 2:30-4 p.m., 8th Gr. Ctr. 

Boys going into grades 10-12 
May 15-18; 3:30-5 p.m., 6th/ 7th Gr. Ctr. 

Union Tennis Team 
Students going into grades 7-12 

May 22-24; 12 noon, IHS tennis courts 

All students trying out for a sport must 
have a current physical. Forms are 
available in the athletic department at 
the High School. If students have par
ticipated in a school-sponsored sport 
during the 1999-2000 school year, their 
physical is current and may be used. 
Students must present completed forms 
to the coach at the time of tryouts. 
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Providing A Voice For Union Students 
More than 300 Union parents and employees joined thou
sands of educators from across Oklahoma February 16 for 
the largest education rally ever staged at the state capitol. 
The purpose was to protest unfunded and unworkable leg
islative mandates; to express concerns over the lack of 
adequate school funding and to call for a true voice in the 
legislative process as it involves education reform. 

Rather than closing school that day, Union remained open 
and sent a delegation of teachers, administrators, support 
personnel and parents. They met with area lawmakers in 
their offices and during lunch in front of the Capitol build· 
ing. By all accounts, the trip was a success and resulted in 
more money for teachers as well as proposed legislation 
to fix the problems created by las t year 's House Bill 1759. 

However, the work is not finished. Union paren ts and 
educators continue to monitor legislation and push for 
true reform in an effort to advocate for and provide a 
voice for the district's s tudents. 

Several Briarglen teachers were among tile t110usands rallying to "Put Education 
First" February 16 at tile state capitol. Left to right (back) Leah McCullough, julie 
IVa/lace, Gina Ward, Wendi Rutz, (middle) jatJelle Stroz ier, Usa LaFreniere, 
Courtney Elias, Norma Mama II, (from) Nanette Tumer & Pegi Seizinger. 

Tiffany Holden Chosen District Teacher of the Year 
Tiffany Holden, a teacher at Union's 
Alternative School, was selected from 
among 16 building-level instructors as 
District Teacher of the Year. Her bache
lor's degree in Special Education K-12 is 
from the University of Oklahoma, and 
she earned her master 's in Curriculum 
and Instruction from Oklahoma State 
University. Mrs. Holden, who was also 

selected Miss Oklahoma in 1994, has 
taught at the Alternative School four 
years. 

Known for her creativity in the class
room, she says that she thrives on the 
energy created when she challenges her 
classes, seeing the endJess possibilities 
and uniqu eness of each studen t. 

""""P"!!"'--~~--""'!"-ro~!""---A.,.d'!IJd~i!!lti~o-n .. al~ly~, she plays an integral role 
'~"' in the Alternative School 

Altemative School students and faculty dressed like teacher Tiffany 
Holden (center) during a skit to celebrate Iter "reign" as District 
Teacher of the Year. Pictured are (left-right) back row: Bob Buck 
and Doug Nelson; middle row: Michael Murray, Tiffany Holden, 
Harriet Chenault and Patt Mica/; front row-Tammy Garcia and Tim 
Neller. 

by taking charge of many 
activities such as helping 
s tudents plan and raise 
funds for the school's 
first semi-formal dance; 
sponsoring the school's 
Student Council; heading 
up the school's Corpor
ate Challenge team and 
United Way campaign 
and serving as the 
school's communications 
representative. A gif ted 
singer, Mrs. Holden has 
used her talents to help 
develop an outstanding 
fine ar ts component for 
the alternative program. 

Mrs. Holden will repre
sent Union in competi· 

tion for Oklahoma State Teacher of the 
Year to be named during the Oklahoma 
State Fair this fall, and Union 
Alternative principal Richard Storm 
expresses confidence that she will do 
well in this competition. 'Tiffany is a 
uniquely talented person who excels at 
everything she attempts," he said. Her 
s tudents echo this confidence, and they 
explain what makes her such an effec
tive al ternative educator. "Mrs. Holden 
has such a wonderful personality, and 
she is completely open-minded about 
her s tudents ," says senior Andrea 
Fletcher. 

"The best thing about this award is that 
it gives me the oppor tunity to speak to 
a large number of people about the 
tremendous accomplishments of the 
Alternative Education movement in 
Oklahoma," says Mrs. Holden. 
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Spirit Squads Add To Their National Honors 
Union's Spirit Squads were honored at the 
April 10 Board of Education meeting for 
their excellence and recent national acco
lades. 

The Union Highsteppers drill team, 
coached by Kristen Hale, won two nation
al awards at the Contest of Champions 
dance competition in Orlando, Florida, 
competing against more than 100 teams 
from 32 s tates. They placed second in 
Modern Dance and third in Porn. The 
national award came on the heels of their 

state title for large varsity 
teams and their recognition 
as Oklahoma Grand 
Champions at the state con
test sponsored by the 
Oklahoma Sta te Dance 
Team Directors Association. 

an interview with the Union cheerleaders was 
scheduled for broadcast on ESPN April 20 at 
6:00p.m. and rebroadcast May 3, at 12:30 p.m. 

The Varsity Porn Squad qualified for finals and 
placed seventh out of 49 teams competing in 
the UDA National Dance Team Championships 
in Orlando. 

The junior Varsity Cheerleaders, coached by. 
1994 Union gradu· 
ate Amy Nichol, 
won the recent 
American Spiri t 
Na tion a l 
Championship in 
San Antonio, 
Texas. Sophomore 
Whitney Shelton 
placed fourth in 
individual compe
ti tion. 

Members of the Varsity 
Cheerleading Squad, 
coached by Dee Dee Phibbs, 
Glen Phibbs and julie 
Thrash, placed fourth in the 
Large Varsity Division of the 
National High Sehoul 

1Jnio11 Varsity Porn Squad 

The junior Varsity 
Drill Team won 15 
out of 17 awards 
at competition in 
Houston recently, 
including Best in 
Class for Novelty Cheerleading Championship . 

in Orlando. Angela Williams, Beth Gilbert, Amanda Milam 
and Whitney Beavers placed third out of 32 groups in the 
Girls "4" Par tner Stunt division. The finals competition and 
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and Lyrical routines and two Sweepstakes awards. Freshman 
j enny Nye won the Junior Solois t Championship and Shelbe 
Adams and justine Eckert were among the finalists. 


