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Union patrons consis tently undertake 
projec ts to put their s tudents ahead 
of the curve. The February 8, 2000, 
school election is yet another oppor
tunity to provide needed textbooks, 
maintenance, equipmen t and technol
ogy, and without raising taxes, we are 
also in a unique pos it ion to turn an 
exciting plan for a multi-purpose 
Student Activity Center into a reality. 
This S 18-million bond issue is, there
fore, a window of opportunity to 
enhance the to tal education process 
for all of our students and to benefit 
our entire student-centered commu
ni ty, without raising taxes. 

The Concept & Its 
Feasibility 
Years ago, Union's Long Range 
Planning Committee envis ioned 

versatile, multi-purpose build
,ng that would serve as a focal 
point for district and community 
activities. 

Their recommendations, along 
with those from several district 
and community leaders, were made 

would also be designated for aerobic 
exercise and dance. Nutrition and 
healthy lifes tyle classes would be 
some of the programs the Wellness 
Center could offer. 

The Right Time 
Thanks to patron support and suc
cessful annual bond issues, we have 
kept pace with our need for class
rooms. Within the las t ten years 

alone, we have added 310 new 
classrooms, affecting students at 
all levels in the d istrict. 

We are at a point now where we 
can take a short break from our 

focus on classroom space to finally 
begin addressing the ever-growing 

need for practice, per formance 
and meeting space for our stu

dents' educat ionally enriching 
co-curricular activities. 

A Need for the 
Center 
There are more than 130 

part of a feasibility s tudy. The for ottr 8./ttdenl-<8enfere& Bommuni!JI 
resul t was a proposal for a Student 

clubs, teams and school-related 
o rganizations in grades 6 
through 12 and a host of groups 
and activities at each elemental'}' 
school. Ninety percent of all 
Union students participate in 
some form of the arts and/ or ath
letics. Intramural sports involve 
more than 3,300 s tudents, ele
mentary age through high school. 

Activity Center large enough to seat 
all elementary o r all secondary 
school students at one time for 
major speakers or assemblies. It 
would contain an indoor running 
track and enough floor space -
almost the size of a football field -
to accommodate indoor drill team, 
winterguard and colorguard prac-

Wole 4e6ruaf'JI 8, 3000[ 
Passage of the $18-Million Bond 
Proposition and Three Millage 

Levies Is Vital! All of these groups are compet-

tices and competi tions, PTA and booster club fund-raising 
events, music concerts, sports practices an d tournaments, 
and workshops such as the highly successful Young Writers' 
Conference. 

The Center would be ideal for YouthArts and the annual 
Reflections contes t. It would easily accommodate job fairs, 
communi ty trade shows, school dances, the Foundation's 
annual dinner and auction and a wide array of other school 

and community events. 

Ianners also recomm ended that the faci li ty include a shell 
'space area nearby for the funu·e development of a Student 
and Community Wellness Center. The Wellness Center 
would include a variety of cardiovascular, strength and con
ditioning equipment such as treadmills, s tat!onary b1cycl~s, 
stair climbers, weight stations and free weights. An mea 

ing for meeting rooms, auditori
UIIIS, s tages, practice space, and event or game times. For 
example, it is not unusual for dr ill teams to have to use hall
ways or available classrooms for indoor practices. Even with 
round-the-clock usc and double booking o r current faciHties, 
the first available practice time for some elementary school 
teams is after 8 p.m. In other cases, conference groups spil l 
over into hallways when there are no more seats in class
rooms or other meeting spaces. 

Bond Issue Support 
Parents and employees throughout the dis trict are excited 
about what this bond issue can provide for Union students. 
Please join us by going to the polls and castin~ your vote 
Tuesday, February 8. Encourage at least t':o fr~.cn.d s to do 
the same. The time is right to seize this umque. W~dow of 
Opportunity for Our Student-Centered Commuruty. 

Woter 

dnformation 

Questions & Answers 

Q. Why is passage of this bond proposi
tion important to Union? 

A. The district's general fund is for 
salaries, utilities and other recurring oper
ating e;xpenses. It is through the issuance 
of bonds tHat Union is able to pay for cap
ital expenditures such as textbooks, 
instructional technology, equipment and 
construction. That is why you see those 
items on bond propositions almost every 
year. Without bond propositions, the dis
trict would have to tap into its general fund 
to pay for the facilities and instructional 
tools our children need , leaving little 
money to hire teachers or conduct daily 
operations. 

Q. How will passage of this bond propo
sition affect my taxes? 

A. Because the district pays off existing 

Precinct Polling Places & Addresses 
Union District No. 9 

96 - Regency Park Nazarene Church, 8707 E. 51 
100 - Hicks Recreation Center, 3443 S. Mingo 
101 -Garnett Church of Christ, 12000 E. 31 

102 - Briarglen Elementary School, 3303 S. 121 E. Ave. 
103 - Rockwood Village, 4130 S. 104 E. Ave. 

105 - Boevers Elementary School, 3433 S. 133 E. Ave. 
118 -Society of Expl. Geophysicists, 8801 S. Yale 

128 - Eagle Point Day Room, 5808 E. 71 
133 -Christian Chapel, 7807 E. 76 

134 - Central Church of the Nazarene, 7291 E. 81 
135 - Faith United Methodist Church, 7431 E. 91 

136 - Tulsa Bible Church, 8720 E. 61 
137- Hardesty Library, 6737 S. 85 E. Ave. 

138- Suncrest Baptist Church, 6110 S. 99 E. Ave. 
150- Metropolitan Insurance Co. Lobby, 12902 E. 51 

151- Jarman Elementary, 9015 E. 79th 
160- Sawmill Apt. Clubroom, 12903 E. 35 Pl. 

169 - Country Club of Woodland Hills, 6333 S. 91 E. Ave. 
175 - Faith United Methodist Church, 7431 E. 91 

405 - Forest Park Christian Church, 9102 S. Mingo 
453- Franciscan Villa, 17111 E. 51; B.A. 

454 - Peters Elementary School, 2900 W. College; B.A. 
458 - St. Benedict's Scholastic Center, 2205 W. Ithica; B.A. 

460 - Tulsa Tech S.E. Campus, 4600 S. Olive; B.A. 
465- Union 8th Grade Center, 6501 S. Garnett; B.A. 

468 - St. Michaels Episcopal Chmch, 883 7 S. Garnett; B.A. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 

bonds and its property base continues to 
grow, that portion of estimated ad valorem 
tax attributed to Union Public Schools 
not expected to increase with passage 0. 

the bond proposition. 

Q. Who Can Vote? 

A. All registered voters in the Union Public 
School District (1-9) may cast ballots on the 
bond proposition and the three millage 
levies. 

Q. Why Is My Vote Important? 

A. Contrary to millage levies and most 
elections in which a simple majority carries 
an issue, state law requires school bond 
propositions to pass by at least a 60% super 
majority. Starting witb such a disadvan
tage makes each vote that much more crit
ical. Please remember to cast your ballot 
February 8! 

Q. Where To Vote? 

A. Vote at your regular polling place used 
in county, state and national elections. If 
you are unsure where to vote, please call 
the Tulsa County EJection Board office 
596-5780. Polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.rr 

Voter Registration 
Voter registration books close Friday, 
january 14. (24 days prior to the election) 
Completed registration form must be post
marked by january 14. 

Absentee Balloting 
Absentee ballots must be requested by 5:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, February 2. 
(Wednesday prior to the election.) 
Complete absentee ballots must be mailed 
back and received by the Election Board by 
7:00 p.m. on election day. 

Walk-In absentee balloting at the Election 
Board office (555 N. Denver) is 9:00a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Thursday, Friday and Monday -
February 3, 4 and 7, 2000. 
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8. uperinfendenf 
Tlrere are more tlran 130 clubs, teams and sclrool·re/ated organizations in grades 6 tltrouglr 
12 am/ a lrost of groups and activities at eaclr elementary sclrool. A ll of tlrese groups are 
competing (or meeting rooms, auditoriums, stages, practice space and event or game limes. 
Above, participants in Union's Young Writers' Conference used a /railway to conduct dis· 
cussions because tlrere were no oclrer available meeting spaces. 

Dear Union Patrons, 

The unique opportuni ties that benefit Union s tudents are 
due in large part to our his tory of successful bond issues. 
Learning in the classroom is made possible thanks to ample 
textbooks, technology and comfortable buildings. Our col
lection of library books grows with each bond issue, and new 
security systems help ensure student safety. Computers and 
drivers' education cars are examples of equipment that 
enable our s tudents to learn in up-to-date environments. 

Union students also have the opportunity to balance their 
educational careers through involvement in fine arts, athlet
ics, various dubs and school organizations. Since it has con
sistently been proven that students who are involved in co
curricular activities tend to be the best students, our acade
mic program is enhanced when attention is paid to develop
ing talents and s trengths, wherever they may be. 

Millage Levies Required for Continued 
School Operations 

Three school millage levies, which mus t be approved by a 
majority of district voters each year so that our schools can 
stay in business, will a lso be on the February 8, 2000, ballot. 
Though they appear on the ballot every year and may seem 
routine, it is essen tial for the district that they pass. Funds 
from the levies provide for such items as salaries, utilities 
and instructional materials. 

The levies include: 
• 5-rnill General (Emergency) Levy 
• 5-nuJI Building Fund Levy 
• l O-m ill General (Local Support) Levy 

Approval does not increase the tax rate. 

The 2000 bond issue package is balanced to meet the needs 
of our student body while also adding a s pecial new facility 
for students of all ages. The new Student Activity Center is 
envisioned to have plenty of floor space so it can be divided 
or opened up to accommodate a variety of purposes. It is 
more than a gym , though it will have space for four full bas
ketball cou.rts. It is more than a concert hall, though it could 
host assemblies, events and performances for approximate
ly 6,000 people. It also is the beginning of a Student am 
Community Wellness Center that will provide an opportuni
ty for exercise and fi tness. 

Union Public Schools, as the focal point for our community, 
supports the total development of our s tudents. Meeting the 
mental, physical and social needs of the individuals we serve 
enables us to be a successful educational institution. Voter 
support during bond and mi llage elections keeps us moving 
ahead, while not increasing the tax burden of anyone. We 
thank you in advance for remembering February 8, 2000, as 
an important opportuni ty to show your support for Union 
s tudents. 

Sincerely, 

c~~ 
Superintendent 

UtE COMMUNICATOR 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is published bi-monthly by Union 
Public Schools, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74 134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School District free of charge. 
Dr. Cathy Burden is Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-Bethell 
is Communications Director/Editor. The Communicator s taff 
includes janie Froman and Beverly Thummel. Periodicals postage paid 
at Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134·671 L, or call 
459·3305. 

1999 Bond Issue' - (Funds received in 1999) 

dl!e'IPiOti!S 

£ond 

Jssue 

c!J: 1'0 ores 3 

~ 
6th/ 7th Grade 
8th Grade 
Alternative School 
ARC 
Athletics 

Briarglen 
Districtwide 

Elementaries 
Elementary #12 
Fine Arts 
Grove 
High School 

Intermediate 

Media/ Libraries 
Moore 
Transportation 

1998 Bond Issue"' - (Funds received in 1998) 

Sill! Project Estimated Cost 
Athletics Track renovation ........................................ $305,000 

Equipment ........................................................ 34,300 
Clark Office renovation* .......................................... 35,000 
Dis trictwide Textbooks, 

media center improvements" ................. 525,000 
Security" ......................................................... 185,000 
Parking lots .................................................. .486, 700 
Smail renovation projects* ......................... 499, 705 
Bond Consultant fees ..................................... 51,400 
Phase I of the WAN/lAN* ........................ l,003,000 
Phase IV of teacher computers 

and printers ............................................... 686,500 
Assistive technology for students .............. 47,220 
Furniture and equipment* .......................... 616,875 
Elementary technology* .............................. 493,000 

Elementary # ll Construction and equipment* ................ 7,500,000 
Elementary #12 Land ................................................................. 600,000 
Fine Arts Instruments ...................................................... 75 ,000 

Computer lab upgrade ........................ .......... .40,000 
Equipment ........................................................ 59,000 

High School Computer lab upgrade ................................ 109,500 
Furniture and equipment* ............................ 88,600 

Intermediate Gym seating and lighting .............................. 97,100 
Computer lab upgrade" ............................... 351,500 
Carpet .................................................... .......... l 55,000 

McAuliffe Carpet.. ...................... .... .................................. l 25,000 
Equipment .. .. .................................................... 25,000 

Seventh Grade Computer lab upgrade ................................... 68,800 
Transportation Buses .... .......................................................... .486.800 

Total ........................................................ $14, 750,000 

Project Estimated Cost 
Replace 1\ lac Lab* ............................................. ........................ $ 60,000 
Replace Business Lab - Phase II* .................... ............................. 175 ,00~ 

~:~!:~:~~: ::: : :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~:~~0 
Softball Complex-Phase Ill* ......................................... .. ............... 203,000 
Soccer Complex @ 8th./McAuliffe* .... .............................. .......... 507,000 
HVAC System* ................................................................................ 345,000 
Cooling towers, chillers, carpet* .......................................... ....... 581 ,0~0 
Textbooks" ...................... ............................................. .................... 366,5 5 
Furniture and equipment* .............. .. ............................................ 91 7,0~8 
Bond Consultant l'ees" ............................. .... .................................... 50,8t0 
Assistive technology for s tudents" .............................................. 60,000 
Small renovation projects* ... .................................................... 1,120,000 
Technology upgrades* ............................................................... 1,396,068 
Additional land* ............................................................................. 553,000 
Parking lots, roof replacements, reseal* ................................ 1,040,170 
PAC equipment and repairs* .............................. ......................... 180,000 
Labs - Hardware Phase I and Technology* ............................... 950,000 

~~~:f.~S :- :;iH1: 
Interior Remodel - Phase I* .......................................................... 554,000 
Bleachers* ................................ .. .......................................... ............ 130,000 
Technology* ....................................................................................... 75,000 
Gym Addition* ........................................... .. ................................ 1,500,000 
Equipment* ...................................................................................... 130,000 
Technology, books, equipment* ................................................. 600,000 

~~~~*0·1·~~~:::::::::::::::: :::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~~:~~~ 
Total: ........................................................................................ $14,000,000 

1997 Bond Issue - (Funds received in 1997) 

Si1!! 
Athletics 

Clark 

Darnaby 
Districtwide 

Fine Arts 

High School 

~ Estimated Cost 
Equipment .......................................................... $95,000 
Facili ty renovation .............................................. 30,000 
Media center renovation .................................... 12,000 
Student desks ...................................................... 14,000 
Desks and chairs ................................................. 23,000 
Textbooks, media center improvements ..... 645,000 
Bond Consultan t fees ......................................... 56,000 
Child nutrition equipment ................................ 91,000 
Technology and network equipment ........ 1,980,000 
Phase Ill teacher computers and 

printers ......... ............................................ 1,500,000 
Assistive technology for students .................. .40,000 
Carpet replacement .......................................... 300,000 
HVAC ......................... ......................... ........... ... ... ! 00,000 
Boiler upgrades ................................................. 150,000 
Roof replacements .............................................. 75,000 
Asphalt resealing .............................................. 155,000 
Building automation systems ......................... 250,000 
Small renovation projects ............................... 567,000 
Furniture and equipment ................................ 900,000 
Equipment ............................................................. 98,000 
Instruments ............................... .. .................... ..... 27,000 
PAC equipment .................................................... 50,000 
Construction addition ...................... ............ 6,000,000 
Computer lab upgrade ..................................... l 50,000 
Roof replacement.. ................................. .......... . 355,000 
Photo lab renovation ........................ .... .............. 12..QQQ 

Total: ........................................................... $13,675,000 

' ' All projects , except those with an asterisk, have been completed. 
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Besides the three annual millage levie: ., voters have the unique opporturuty 0'" ' 1 o)-" V 

v ~, 
February 8 to pass an important $18-mill ion bond proposal. Four million dollars ·~ " v 
would provide textbooks, library books, t echnology, maintenance and equipment, s,q_,..:s 11 &rain c!i!tdor ~fan -( ~ 
and $14 million would fund a Student Acti vity Center, parking and the structure for ,. ~e!? 
a future Student Wellness Center. Becaus' ! older bonds are retiring, passage of the .,r:_i"()- ~( 
February 8 bond proposal will not raise ta xes. 0~"' ,."-' . 

Student Actj vity Center 
To be located south of Union Tuttle Stadium 

6636 S. Mi 1go Road. 

Approximate!· v 6,000 Seats 
(2,000 permanent -+ 4,000 retractable) 

V' Large enough to seat all elementary or all secondary students at one time 

V' Ideal for the annual Young · Nriters' Conference; D-FY and 
r--t~Wi!l)~i~~ 

.r-; 4 

~ 1 
--,- - --~----~ 

other school assemblies; scho< I and community workshops, 
concerts and town hall meetinJ :s and a multitude of athletics 

Versatile Floor Space for a Wide Array of Events 
V' When seats are retracted, f11 >or space would be the size of 

four full basketball courts and n ~arly as large as a football field 

V' Great for indoor band, drill team, color guard and winter 
guard practices; intramurals; and r ~gional and national competitions 

V' Could accommodatt Grac uati~ '1ebration; clistrictwide 
science fairs; PTA •' ~dections anu . uuthArts exhibits; 

arts and crafts shows, trade shows; career fairs; booster clubs or PTA 
fund raisers; school dances; and the Fa undation's annual dinner and auction 

V' 

V' Indoor running track 

Supporl Space 
V' Ticketing and building business offices 

V' Spirit Store 
v Concessions 
V' Restrooms 

V' Mechanical Rooms 
v Swrage 

V' Dressil.g Rooms 

Structure for a Future Wellness Center 
To be located next to theSrudent Activity Center 

V' More multi-purpose spa:e which would eventually 
become a studentwellness center 

An opportunity for total fitneiS via a variety of carcliovascular, 
strength and conclitioning ejuipment, aerobic exercise 
classes, and nutrition and J.ealthy lifestyle programs 

Parking Spaces 
To be added ·istin7 pa southwest 
of the prop.. '.:1 Srua nt A. , ity Center 
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~rojecfs for IRe 

'JJisfricf 

all& eacH &ite 

~isfricfr.oirJe 

Textbooks; library books; teacher computer hardware/soft
ware upgrades; three drivers' education cars; Food Services 
equipment; vehicle maintenance equipment; and 
freezer/cooler condensers upgrade at the Education Service 
Center 

cfltnrJersen 
S 10,000 for specific site projects/equipment; library books; 
teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; computer 
lab upgrade; chiller filter assembly upgrade; and 
freezer/cooler condensers upgrade 

c!iJoevers 
$10,000 for specific site projects/equipment; library books; 
teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; fire alarm 
system upgrade 

c!iJriargfen 
$10,000 for specific site projects/ equipment; library books; 
teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; computer 
lab upgrade; and cafeteria slicer 

eerJar cJUdge 
$10,000 for specific site projects/equipment; library books; 
teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; computer 
lab upgrade; and painting 

e tarll 
$10,000 for specific site projects/equipment; library books; 
teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; computer 
lab upgrade; English as a Second Language (ESL) lab; cafete
ria stove; and freezer/cooler condensers upgrade 

~arna69 
S 10,000 for specific site projects/ equipment; library books; 
teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; boiler 
replacement; freezer/cool er condensers upgrade; and net
work microwave link replacement 

S rove 
SlO,OOO for specific site projects/ equipment; library books; 
teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; and cafete
ria slicer 

fi 

~nion &fudenlc!f~cfivify feenfer, 

• Acquisition, construc
tion, furnishing and 
equipping an approxi
mately 70,000 square 
foot, 5,000-6,000 seat 
multi-purpose Student 
Activity Center sou th of 
Union Tuttle Stadium in 
the sixty-six hundred 
block of South Mingo 
Road; 

• Acquisition of comput
ers, software, equipment 
and related technology 
for classrooms through
out the district; 

Every Student fo Benefit From 
Successful Feb arr 8 000, Election ... 

Passage of $1& _ tillbn ~Jnd Proposition 
Will Not :Raise Taxes 

Propositiol Summary 

• Acquisition of text
books, library books, 
three drivers' education 
cars, food services.equip
ment and vehicle mainte
nance equipment; 

• Building maintenance 
and renovation projects 
as well as operations 
equipment upgrades. 

~rojecfs for file 

'JJisfricf 

all& eacH 8ife 

cJamzan 
$10,000 for specific site projects/equipment; library books; 
teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; carpeting 
(Phase I!); and freezer/ cooler condensers upgrade 

c:J1r c&u !iffe 
$10,000 for specific site projects/equipment; library books; 
teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; and freez
er/cooler condensers upgrade 

c:J1roore 
(to open in the fall) 

Cafeteria equipment; custodial equipment; and library books 

c!i'efers 

$10,000 for specific site projects/equipment; library books; 
teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; computer 
lab upgrade; and freezer/ cooler condensers upgrade 

of!i!ztR BrarJe e enfer 
$10,000 for specific site projects/equipment; library books; 
textbooks; teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; 
replace one keyboarding lab with computers; carpeting; 
painting; and mechanical upgrades for pool equipment 

<Ji ll BrarJe e enfer 
$10,000 for specific site projects/ equipment; library books; 
textbooks; teacher computer hardware/soft\.vare upgrades; 
security system; two computer labs; and boiler replacement 

Jnfermediafe c1CigR 8 cRoo/ 
$10,000 for specific site projects/equipment; library books; 
textbooks; teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; 
business lab upgrade; and heating/cooling ductwork 

c1CigR 8 cRoo/ 
$10,000 for specific site projects/equipment; library books; 
textbooks; teacher computer hardware/software upgrades; 
computer programming lab upgrade; fire alarm system 
upgrade; Phase IT of security system; Phase IT of remodel; and 
network microwave llnk replacement 

cftffernafive 8cfioo/ 
$2,000 for specific site projects/ equipment; textbooks 
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8. uperinfendenf 
Tlrere are more tlran 130 clubs, teams and sclrool·re/ated organizations in grades 6 tltrouglr 
12 am/ a lrost of groups and activities at eaclr elementary sclrool. A ll of tlrese groups are 
competing (or meeting rooms, auditoriums, stages, practice space and event or game limes. 
Above, participants in Union's Young Writers' Conference used a /railway to conduct dis· 
cussions because tlrere were no oclrer available meeting spaces. 

Dear Union Patrons, 

The unique opportuni ties that benefit Union s tudents are 
due in large part to our his tory of successful bond issues. 
Learning in the classroom is made possible thanks to ample 
textbooks, technology and comfortable buildings. Our col
lection of library books grows with each bond issue, and new 
security systems help ensure student safety. Computers and 
drivers' education cars are examples of equipment that 
enable our s tudents to learn in up-to-date environments. 

Union students also have the opportunity to balance their 
educational careers through involvement in fine arts, athlet
ics, various dubs and school organizations. Since it has con
sistently been proven that students who are involved in co
curricular activities tend to be the best students, our acade
mic program is enhanced when attention is paid to develop
ing talents and s trengths, wherever they may be. 

Millage Levies Required for Continued 
School Operations 

Three school millage levies, which mus t be approved by a 
majority of district voters each year so that our schools can 
stay in business, will a lso be on the February 8, 2000, ballot. 
Though they appear on the ballot every year and may seem 
routine, it is essen tial for the district that they pass. Funds 
from the levies provide for such items as salaries, utilities 
and instructional materials. 

The levies include: 
• 5-rnill General (Emergency) Levy 
• 5-nuJI Building Fund Levy 
• l O-m ill General (Local Support) Levy 

Approval does not increase the tax rate. 

The 2000 bond issue package is balanced to meet the needs 
of our student body while also adding a s pecial new facility 
for students of all ages. The new Student Activity Center is 
envisioned to have plenty of floor space so it can be divided 
or opened up to accommodate a variety of purposes. It is 
more than a gym , though it will have space for four full bas
ketball cou.rts. It is more than a concert hall, though it could 
host assemblies, events and performances for approximate
ly 6,000 people. It also is the beginning of a Student am 
Community Wellness Center that will provide an opportuni
ty for exercise and fi tness. 

Union Public Schools, as the focal point for our community, 
supports the total development of our s tudents. Meeting the 
mental, physical and social needs of the individuals we serve 
enables us to be a successful educational institution. Voter 
support during bond and mi llage elections keeps us moving 
ahead, while not increasing the tax burden of anyone. We 
thank you in advance for remembering February 8, 2000, as 
an important opportuni ty to show your support for Union 
s tudents. 

Sincerely, 

c~~ 
Superintendent 

UtE COMMUNICATOR 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is published bi-monthly by Union 
Public Schools, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74 134-6711. It is 
issued to patrons of the Union Public School District free of charge. 
Dr. Cathy Burden is Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-Bethell 
is Communications Director/Editor. The Communicator s taff 
includes janie Froman and Beverly Thummel. Periodicals postage paid 
at Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134·671 L, or call 
459·3305. 

1999 Bond Issue' - (Funds received in 1999) 

dl!e'IPiOti!S 

£ond 

Jssue 

c!J: 1'0 ores 3 

~ 
6th/ 7th Grade 
8th Grade 
Alternative School 
ARC 
Athletics 

Briarglen 
Districtwide 

Elementaries 
Elementary #12 
Fine Arts 
Grove 
High School 

Intermediate 

Media/ Libraries 
Moore 
Transportation 

1998 Bond Issue"' - (Funds received in 1998) 

Sill! Project Estimated Cost 
Athletics Track renovation ........................................ $305,000 

Equipment ........................................................ 34,300 
Clark Office renovation* .......................................... 35,000 
Dis trictwide Textbooks, 

media center improvements" ................. 525,000 
Security" ......................................................... 185,000 
Parking lots .................................................. .486, 700 
Smail renovation projects* ......................... 499, 705 
Bond Consultant fees ..................................... 51,400 
Phase I of the WAN/lAN* ........................ l,003,000 
Phase IV of teacher computers 

and printers ............................................... 686,500 
Assistive technology for students .............. 47,220 
Furniture and equipment* .......................... 616,875 
Elementary technology* .............................. 493,000 

Elementary # ll Construction and equipment* ................ 7,500,000 
Elementary #12 Land ................................................................. 600,000 
Fine Arts Instruments ...................................................... 75 ,000 

Computer lab upgrade ........................ .......... .40,000 
Equipment ........................................................ 59,000 

High School Computer lab upgrade ................................ 109,500 
Furniture and equipment* ............................ 88,600 

Intermediate Gym seating and lighting .............................. 97,100 
Computer lab upgrade" ............................... 351,500 
Carpet .................................................... .......... l 55,000 

McAuliffe Carpet.. ...................... .... .................................. l 25,000 
Equipment .. .. .................................................... 25,000 

Seventh Grade Computer lab upgrade ................................... 68,800 
Transportation Buses .... .......................................................... .486.800 

Total ........................................................ $14, 750,000 

Project Estimated Cost 
Replace 1\ lac Lab* ............................................. ........................ $ 60,000 
Replace Business Lab - Phase II* .................... ............................. 175 ,00~ 

~:~!:~:~~: ::: : :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~:~~0 
Softball Complex-Phase Ill* ......................................... .. ............... 203,000 
Soccer Complex @ 8th./McAuliffe* .... .............................. .......... 507,000 
HVAC System* ................................................................................ 345,000 
Cooling towers, chillers, carpet* .......................................... ....... 581 ,0~0 
Textbooks" ...................... ............................................. .................... 366,5 5 
Furniture and equipment* .............. .. ............................................ 91 7,0~8 
Bond Consultant l'ees" ............................. .... .................................... 50,8t0 
Assistive technology for s tudents" .............................................. 60,000 
Small renovation projects* ... .................................................... 1,120,000 
Technology upgrades* ............................................................... 1,396,068 
Additional land* ............................................................................. 553,000 
Parking lots, roof replacements, reseal* ................................ 1,040,170 
PAC equipment and repairs* .............................. ......................... 180,000 
Labs - Hardware Phase I and Technology* ............................... 950,000 

~~~:f.~S :- :;iH1: 
Interior Remodel - Phase I* .......................................................... 554,000 
Bleachers* ................................ .. .......................................... ............ 130,000 
Technology* ....................................................................................... 75,000 
Gym Addition* ........................................... .. ................................ 1,500,000 
Equipment* ...................................................................................... 130,000 
Technology, books, equipment* ................................................. 600,000 

~~~~*0·1·~~~:::::::::::::::: :::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~~:~~~ 
Total: ........................................................................................ $14,000,000 

1997 Bond Issue - (Funds received in 1997) 

Si1!! 
Athletics 

Clark 

Darnaby 
Districtwide 

Fine Arts 

High School 

~ Estimated Cost 
Equipment .......................................................... $95,000 
Facili ty renovation .............................................. 30,000 
Media center renovation .................................... 12,000 
Student desks ...................................................... 14,000 
Desks and chairs ................................................. 23,000 
Textbooks, media center improvements ..... 645,000 
Bond Consultan t fees ......................................... 56,000 
Child nutrition equipment ................................ 91,000 
Technology and network equipment ........ 1,980,000 
Phase Ill teacher computers and 

printers ......... ............................................ 1,500,000 
Assistive technology for students .................. .40,000 
Carpet replacement .......................................... 300,000 
HVAC ......................... ......................... ........... ... ... ! 00,000 
Boiler upgrades ................................................. 150,000 
Roof replacements .............................................. 75,000 
Asphalt resealing .............................................. 155,000 
Building automation systems ......................... 250,000 
Small renovation projects ............................... 567,000 
Furniture and equipment ................................ 900,000 
Equipment ............................................................. 98,000 
Instruments ............................... .. .................... ..... 27,000 
PAC equipment .................................................... 50,000 
Construction addition ...................... ............ 6,000,000 
Computer lab upgrade ..................................... l 50,000 
Roof replacement.. ................................. .......... . 355,000 
Photo lab renovation ........................ .... .............. 12..QQQ 

Total: ........................................................... $13,675,000 

' ' All projects , except those with an asterisk, have been completed. 
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Union patrons consis tently undertake 
projec ts to put their s tudents ahead 
of the curve. The February 8, 2000, 
school election is yet another oppor
tunity to provide needed textbooks, 
maintenance, equipmen t and technol
ogy, and without raising taxes, we are 
also in a unique pos it ion to turn an 
exciting plan for a multi-purpose 
Student Activity Center into a reality. 
This S 18-million bond issue is, there
fore, a window of opportunity to 
enhance the to tal education process 
for all of our students and to benefit 
our entire student-centered commu
ni ty, without raising taxes. 

The Concept & Its 
Feasibility 
Years ago, Union's Long Range 
Planning Committee envis ioned 

versatile, multi-purpose build
,ng that would serve as a focal 
point for district and community 
activities. 

Their recommendations, along 
with those from several district 
and community leaders, were made 

would also be designated for aerobic 
exercise and dance. Nutrition and 
healthy lifes tyle classes would be 
some of the programs the Wellness 
Center could offer. 

The Right Time 
Thanks to patron support and suc
cessful annual bond issues, we have 
kept pace with our need for class
rooms. Within the las t ten years 

alone, we have added 310 new 
classrooms, affecting students at 
all levels in the d istrict. 

We are at a point now where we 
can take a short break from our 

focus on classroom space to finally 
begin addressing the ever-growing 

need for practice, per formance 
and meeting space for our stu

dents' educat ionally enriching 
co-curricular activities. 

A Need for the 
Center 
There are more than 130 

part of a feasibility s tudy. The for ottr 8./ttdenl-<8enfere& Bommuni!JI 
resul t was a proposal for a Student 

clubs, teams and school-related 
o rganizations in grades 6 
through 12 and a host of groups 
and activities at each elemental'}' 
school. Ninety percent of all 
Union students participate in 
some form of the arts and/ or ath
letics. Intramural sports involve 
more than 3,300 s tudents, ele
mentary age through high school. 

Activity Center large enough to seat 
all elementary o r all secondary 
school students at one time for 
major speakers or assemblies. It 
would contain an indoor running 
track and enough floor space -
almost the size of a football field -
to accommodate indoor drill team, 
winterguard and colorguard prac-

Wole 4e6ruaf'JI 8, 3000[ 
Passage of the $18-Million Bond 
Proposition and Three Millage 

Levies Is Vital! All of these groups are compet-

tices and competi tions, PTA and booster club fund-raising 
events, music concerts, sports practices an d tournaments, 
and workshops such as the highly successful Young Writers' 
Conference. 

The Center would be ideal for YouthArts and the annual 
Reflections contes t. It would easily accommodate job fairs, 
communi ty trade shows, school dances, the Foundation's 
annual dinner and auction and a wide array of other school 

and community events. 

Ianners also recomm ended that the faci li ty include a shell 
'space area nearby for the funu·e development of a Student 
and Community Wellness Center. The Wellness Center 
would include a variety of cardiovascular, strength and con
ditioning equipment such as treadmills, s tat!onary b1cycl~s, 
stair climbers, weight stations and free weights. An mea 

ing for meeting rooms, auditori
UIIIS, s tages, practice space, and event or game times. For 
example, it is not unusual for dr ill teams to have to use hall
ways or available classrooms for indoor practices. Even with 
round-the-clock usc and double booking o r current faciHties, 
the first available practice time for some elementary school 
teams is after 8 p.m. In other cases, conference groups spil l 
over into hallways when there are no more seats in class
rooms or other meeting spaces. 

Bond Issue Support 
Parents and employees throughout the dis trict are excited 
about what this bond issue can provide for Union students. 
Please join us by going to the polls and castin~ your vote 
Tuesday, February 8. Encourage at least t':o fr~.cn.d s to do 
the same. The time is right to seize this umque. W~dow of 
Opportunity for Our Student-Centered Commuruty. 

Woter 

dnformation 

Questions & Answers 

Q. Why is passage of this bond proposi
tion important to Union? 

A. The district's general fund is for 
salaries, utilities and other recurring oper
ating e;xpenses. It is through the issuance 
of bonds tHat Union is able to pay for cap
ital expenditures such as textbooks, 
instructional technology, equipment and 
construction. That is why you see those 
items on bond propositions almost every 
year. Without bond propositions, the dis
trict would have to tap into its general fund 
to pay for the facilities and instructional 
tools our children need , leaving little 
money to hire teachers or conduct daily 
operations. 

Q. How will passage of this bond propo
sition affect my taxes? 

A. Because the district pays off existing 

Precinct Polling Places & Addresses 
Union District No. 9 

96 - Regency Park Nazarene Church, 8707 E. 51 
100 - Hicks Recreation Center, 3443 S. Mingo 
101 -Garnett Church of Christ, 12000 E. 31 

102 - Briarglen Elementary School, 3303 S. 121 E. Ave. 
103 - Rockwood Village, 4130 S. 104 E. Ave. 

105 - Boevers Elementary School, 3433 S. 133 E. Ave. 
118 -Society of Expl. Geophysicists, 8801 S. Yale 

128 - Eagle Point Day Room, 5808 E. 71 
133 -Christian Chapel, 7807 E. 76 

134 - Central Church of the Nazarene, 7291 E. 81 
135 - Faith United Methodist Church, 7431 E. 91 

136 - Tulsa Bible Church, 8720 E. 61 
137- Hardesty Library, 6737 S. 85 E. Ave. 

138- Suncrest Baptist Church, 6110 S. 99 E. Ave. 
150- Metropolitan Insurance Co. Lobby, 12902 E. 51 

151- Jarman Elementary, 9015 E. 79th 
160- Sawmill Apt. Clubroom, 12903 E. 35 Pl. 

169 - Country Club of Woodland Hills, 6333 S. 91 E. Ave. 
175 - Faith United Methodist Church, 7431 E. 91 

405 - Forest Park Christian Church, 9102 S. Mingo 
453- Franciscan Villa, 17111 E. 51; B.A. 

454 - Peters Elementary School, 2900 W. College; B.A. 
458 - St. Benedict's Scholastic Center, 2205 W. Ithica; B.A. 

460 - Tulsa Tech S.E. Campus, 4600 S. Olive; B.A. 
465- Union 8th Grade Center, 6501 S. Garnett; B.A. 

468 - St. Michaels Episcopal Chmch, 883 7 S. Garnett; B.A. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 

bonds and its property base continues to 
grow, that portion of estimated ad valorem 
tax attributed to Union Public Schools 
not expected to increase with passage 0. 

the bond proposition. 

Q. Who Can Vote? 

A. All registered voters in the Union Public 
School District (1-9) may cast ballots on the 
bond proposition and the three millage 
levies. 

Q. Why Is My Vote Important? 

A. Contrary to millage levies and most 
elections in which a simple majority carries 
an issue, state law requires school bond 
propositions to pass by at least a 60% super 
majority. Starting witb such a disadvan
tage makes each vote that much more crit
ical. Please remember to cast your ballot 
February 8! 

Q. Where To Vote? 

A. Vote at your regular polling place used 
in county, state and national elections. If 
you are unsure where to vote, please call 
the Tulsa County EJection Board office 
596-5780. Polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.rr 

Voter Registration 
Voter registration books close Friday, 
january 14. (24 days prior to the election) 
Completed registration form must be post
marked by january 14. 

Absentee Balloting 
Absentee ballots must be requested by 5:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, February 2. 
(Wednesday prior to the election.) 
Complete absentee ballots must be mailed 
back and received by the Election Board by 
7:00 p.m. on election day. 

Walk-In absentee balloting at the Election 
Board office (555 N. Denver) is 9:00a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Thursday, Friday and Monday -
February 3, 4 and 7, 2000. 


