
~- TliE CoM 
Vol. 23, No. 5 

A Union Student's Perfect SAT Score Is just The Beginning 
It is not often that a student 
scores a perfect 1600 on the 
SAT college entrance exam, and 
it's even more uncommon when 
the student is only in 11th 
grade. Even so, Union High 
School junior Eric Millican does
n't see himself as extraordinary. 

"It's one of those things I wor
ried about -- that maybe I just 
got lucky." A few months later, 
however, Eric took the ACT col
lege entrance exam and earned 

·r 35 out of a possible 36 points. 

to read music as well as to play 
by ear. Now he hopes to learn 
German II on his own so that he 
can test out of it and enroll in 
German III this fall. "It's been 
like watching a butterfly 
emerge," Donna explained. "He 
has a humble acceptance and 
maturity about his talents that 
we just marvel at." 

It was then that his father, Don 
. Millican, asked him if he still 
~ .thought his test scores were a 

fluke. "No, I understand now," 
Eric replied, as if to say he 
'.new his talent was a gift to be 

used wisely. 

Union junior Eric Millican and High School principal Dave Stauffer dis· 
cuss the many higher·educarion options available to Eric after he scored 
a perfect 1600 on the SAT college entrance exam. 

Eric attributes much of his test
taking skill to his speech and 
debate experiences which began 
in eighth grade. Since then he 
has attended summer debate 
camps in Michigan and 
Kentucky and has won an 
impressive array of state and 
regional accolades. "I hope to 
compete nationally my senior 

According to his mom Donna, when Eric 
was too young to go to school, he kept 
busy by playing board games, taking 
turns moving each player's piece him
self. Once in school, good grades came 
easily for him. 

In the last two years, the Millicans have 

watched their son's awareness and con
fidence grow. "A turning point was 
when Eric was 15," Donna recalled. "He 
came home from a church-sponsored 
camp wanting to build a sand volleyball 
court in our backyard. Don told Eric he 
would be on his own, and if he started it, 
he would have to finish it." 

Clark Elementary Assistant Principal Keith Hemenway (left), Principal 
Becky Hale and Union 's Coordinator of Community Partnerships, Rose 
Lambert (far right) join in congrantlat'ing Clark volrmteer Harrier Keck 
after she was selected the ]. C. Penney Education Volunteer of rite Year. 
She was nominated by Leslie Edwards, the reacher whose class she works 
in four days a week. 

By that afternoon, 
Eric and a friend 
were measuring, 
calculating, dig
ging and on the 
phone negotiating 
with sand compa
nies. In jus t over a 
week, volleyball 
games were in full 
swing in the 
Millican's back
yard. "We were all 
surprised, and I 
think Eric felt 
empowered that 
he did it himself," 
said Mrs. Millican. 

Later Eric wanted 
to learn how to 
play the piano, so 
he taught himself 

year," said Eric. 

The Millicans will soon be making cam
pus visits, trying to find a small-to
medium size liberal arts college. "I real
ly like math and history, so I'm consid
ering an undergraduate degree in eco
nomics or political science," said Eric. 
"Then I may go to law school or earn an 
MBA. I don't know yet," he said. 

Eric still has his senior year to decide 
and will no doubt be hearing from a 
number of prestigious schools through
out the country. In any case, Eric con
cludes, "Wherever I go, I'll worry about 
doing well and will want to make sure 
that I can use what I learn when I'm 
ready to enter the business world." 
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New PTA Officers 
1998-1999 

PTA Council: President - Karen Brakey, Vice President -
Lorri Williams, Treasurer - Patti Wolfe, Secretary - Nancy 
Swanson 

Union HiKb School: President- Donna Millican, Vice 
President - Suzette Baker, Treasurer - Debbie Conklin, 
Secretary - Pam Byers, Council Delegate - Chris Uniger 

lntennediate High School: President · Lee Ann 
Adkins, Vice President - Suzanne Guy, Treasurer - joy 
Sober, Secretary - Lorri Williams, Council Delegate · Chris 
Liniger 
Eighth Grade Center: President - Benita Adams, Vice 
President - Suzette Baker, Treasurer - LaVon Ruedy, 
Secretary - Sharon Forbes, Council Delegate - Kim Ford 

6th/7th Grade Center: President - Dorothy Harkrider, 
Vice President- Dwana Spikes, Treasurer- Cheryl Van'l\.tyl, 
Secretary - Helen Smith, Council Delegate - Carol 
Willian1s 
Peters Elementary: President - Melanie Webb, Vice 
President - Debra Carroll, Treasurer - Lee Ann Tejeda, 
Secretary- Debbie Egnor, Council Delegate- Pan1 Zachary 

McAuliffe Elementary: President - Irene Castell, Vice 
President - Terry jones, Treasurer - Beverly Laubach, 
Secretary - Susan Sunday, Council Delegate · Ellen 
Thiessen 
Iannan Elementary: President - LaVon Ruedy, Vice 
President - jeannette Amon, Treasurer - Kim Kramer, 
Secretary - Shelby Smith, Council Delegate · Connie 
Edwards 
Grove Elementary: President - Larry Kemper, Jr., 
President-Elect - Cassandra Viles, Vice President- Kendall 
Roberts, Treasurer - Cheryl Van'l\.tyl, Secretary - Nicki 
Argo, Council Delegate- Laurie Fletcher 
Darnahy Elementary: President - Debbie Carpenter, 
Vice President - Cathy Carney, Treasurer · Carol Leslie, 
Secretary - Candy Matthews, Council Delegate - Dana 
Grogan 
Clark Elementary: President - Sharon Wchenfelder, 
Vice President - Kim Berns, Treasurer - Peggy Brissey & 
Sherri Fair, Secretary -1eresa McGuire, Council Delegate· 
Dorotl1y Harris 
Cedar Ridge Elementary: President- Donna Wooten, 
Vice President - Sheila Mason, Treasurer - Robin Nikkel, 
Secretary - Beth Schmidt, Council Delegate · Lori Bell 

Briarglen Elementary: President - Diana Day, Vice 
President - Melissa King, Treasurer - Mary Kurzyna, 
Secretary - Debra Koeneke, Council Delegate- Glenda Pool 

Boevers Elementary: President - jane Henry, Vice 
President- Debbie Swant-Hess, Treasurer -Gayle Crabtree, 
Secretary- Carol Steele, Council Delegate- Linda jerchau 
Andersen Elementary: President - Linda Dunbar & 
Stephanie Schertz, Vice President - Sally Thomas, 
Treasurer - Suzanne Carolla, Secretary - Cathy Diver, 
Council Delegate - Melinda Phillips. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 

Twenry-three juniors and seniors were recenrly inducted into Union High School's newly formed 
French National Honor Society, Societe Honora ire de Francais. Inductees were (front row, I. to r.) 
Puja Master, Lauren Clodi and Purvi Shroff; (middle row) Lindsay Aveilhe, Lindsay Nye, Tamya 
Cox, Meredith Robertson, Gaby Lugo, Kori Day, Aaliyah Williams, Hyon ]oo Park and Sheela 
Vardey; (back row) Anna Blanding, Amanda Driggers, Tracy Roberts, Cathy Benton, Amanda 
Barnett, juan Vizcaya, Pete Lawson and A laina Tlwmas. Not picrured are Melinda Love, Cathy 
Love and Deborah Morgan. 

For the third year in a row, Andersen 
Elementary has received the President's 
Physical Fitness Award as well as top 
state honors for having more students 
who qualify for the award than any 
other Oklahoma school. 

Andersen has also been given the 
President's Award for Educational 
Excellence, having had 21 s tudents 
maintaining 4.0 grade averages through
out all of fourth grade and the first 
semester of fifth grade. 

Union junior Caleb Shanahan was selected 
as a member of Team Southwest, an all·star 
ice hockey team. As one of the top 18 high 
school ice hockey players in the southwest· 
em United Stares, Caleb r epresented Team 
Southwest in the 1998 Chicago Showcase 
National Tournament in April. The 
Showcase was designed to bring the best 
players in the country {ace-ro-(ace with 
scouts from every major hockey organiza· 
rion in North America. 
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Communications 
Tower Now Up at 

Union ESC 

Union Places Second in Corporate Challenge 

Construction is finished 
on a 120-foot tower at 
the Union Education 
Service Center, 5656 
South 129 East Avenue. It is 
behind building "C" at the 
southwest end of the ESC 
complex. The tower is the 
central hub to Union's 
Wide-Area Network 

More than 390 district 
employees helped Union 
win 2nd place in its divi
s ion in the 13th annual 
Corporate Challenge. This 
year's realignmen t of divi
s ions placed Union in 
Division VI. 

(WAN). A microwave antenna is at the 
top of the tower with twelve circular 
dishes which, once other components 
are completed, will transport voice, 
data and video communications among 
all Union schools. A powerful 
microwave system will be used to man
age the voice, data and video. 

Rich Thompson (IHS) and 
Emily Warren (HS) took 
first place medals in the 
Men's and Women's 
Basketball Shootouts; jack 
Chamberlin (7th) placed 
first in the Men's 1,250 
Meter Row; Lori Randall 
(McAuliffe) and jason Jarman third grade reachers Kim Wolfe and Melissa Walker gel 

ready for rhe SK Fitness Walk. Pittenger (IHS) teamed for 
first in the 60-yard Sprint Relay, and 320 place cyclis ts were Shelia Johnson 
s triders put Union in the top spot in the (Briarglen) and Donna Smith (6th/ 7th). 

A pilot system has been operational 
since October 1997. Now, with the new 
tower, the target date for all classrooms 
to be connected to the WAN is the end 
of this coming October. The WAN will 
provide Internet, video conferencing 
and expanded telephone service to 
every building in the district. In addi
tion, plans are being made to move 
radio antennas for the Operations and 
Transportation departments to the top 
of the tower to increase their range. 

Fitness Walk. The unstoppable Tug-of
War team -- julie Brungardt (7th), John 
Chargois (8th), Kirk Fridrich (7th), 
Angie Green (7th), Scott Pennington 
(6th/7th), Leslie Schlegel (IHS), Wade 
Standley (lliS), Rich Thompson (IHS) 
and coach Dr. Clark Ogilvie (lliS) -
placed firs t again this year. 

Jerald Williams (ESC) and Brenda 
Rollins (Briarglen) took gold medals in 
the Men's and Women's lOK bike races, 
and Paula Surface (6th/7th) received a 
s ilver for her second-place finish. Third 

Cedar Ridge studenrs Corey Hill, Krysten Dell, Paige jones and Hillary Hudsperl1 join Cindy and 
Larry Smirh in planling a rree in the school's our door classroom. The tree, a butterfly release and 
or her Earth Day acliviries were dedicated to rhe memory of rile Smilh's son Cory, a former Cedar 
Ridge student who was killed in an accidenral shooting last August. Cory Smith loved to backpack, 
hike and swim, and releasing butterflies was one of his favorite things to do. The Redbud as well 
as a red metal bench and a memorial plaque were made possible witl1 contributions from t11e 
school activity fund, the Cedar Ridge PTA and the Cedar Ridge Village Homeowners Association. 

Oarnaby's Rowena Hall took first in the 
Women's 5K Run; Gaea Williams (7th) 
finished second and Mary Ann Davis 
(6th) took third in their respective age 
divisions, and Mike Taylor (HS) finished 
second in the Men's 5K. Taylor took 
second again in the Men's Mile, as did 
Eric Moon (lliS). Third place miler. 
were David Reynolds (8th) and Jerala 
Williams (ESC). 

Sanctioning Applications 
Are Due July 15, 1998 

A s tate law requires that funds collect
ed by s tudent and parent/ teacher orga
nizations must fall under School 
Activity Fund regulations unless the 
organization is exempted by the Board 
of Education. Union's Board Policy 
#1005, Booster Club/ PTA Sanctioning, 
provides guidelines for organizations 
seeking exemption. 

Groups or booster clubs which are par
ent-run or parent-sponsored are eligible. 
Groups which are not affiliated with or 
sponsored by the dis trict, even though 
their name may include "Union," are not 
covered under the law. 

Organizations must reapply for sanc
tioning each fiscal year by submitting 
their applications to the Chief 
Financial Officer by July 15. Forms 
may be obtained from the Uni01 
Education Service Center. A financial 
class for representatives of groups 
applying or approved for sanctioning is 
being planned for early fall. 
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PTA Communique Continued: 

During pre·enrollment, school supplies were available to par
ents, as were PTA memberships, school directories and 'I~ 
hirts. The fall staned ofT with our Eagle Run, a favorite 

among all panicipants. The Eagle Run is our major fund 
raiser, and parental suppon always makes this event a success. 
In October, PTA sponsored a Sonic Teacher Car-hop Night. 

l11is year our PTA staned a community development program 
with Albertsons as our sponsor. This program will give back to 
the community a percentage of purchases made at Albertsons 
by Grol'e parents. We plan to expand this program and others 
in the coming year. 

Skating panics 1vere full of fun for students, families and 
teachers. Another successful family promotion was our Friday 
night bingo. Spirit days, such as 1\vinkie Day and Crazy Hal 
Day, ll'ere received with excitement. Activities continued 
through the winter months with Grove's Ice Cream Social 
proving to be anotlter success. 

School safety was a continuing concern for all staff and par
ents. PTA made every effon to keep our children safe by coop
erating 1vith staff, using walkie-talkies, check-in at the front 
desk, and chaining off traffic flow through playground areas. 

This year the P1i\ purchased Character Counts banners, a fish 
tank and a mascot unifonn for the school. The students had 
a contest to nan1e the new eagle mascot 1vith "Baldwin" 
selected as the 1vinning entry. 

Through the hard work of all our fund-raising committees, 
we exceeded our projected school donations. These donations 
were divided among tl1e teachers, specialty teachers, nurse 
and counselor to ensure the whole student body benefited 
from the donations. PTA also paid for all fifth grade students 
to panicipate in a CPR program and become cenified CPR 
cardholders. 

t was an extremely supponive and innovatil'e rear by all 
.'Ommittecs working hard to promote the goals of PTA and in 
bonding teachers, parents and students. TI1anks to all Gro\'1! 
parents for your wonderful suppon. 

Atma Adams & Larry Kemper Jr. 
Co-Presltle11ts 

Larma11 - jam1an PTA has had another very successful year, 
but not without a lot of hard work by a l'ery dedicated group 
of volunteers. \Ve are I 'Cry fonunate at jannan to have such 
entlmsiastic parental suppon. 

Our year got ofT to a II'Onderful stan with a "Welcome Back" 
breakfast for the teachers, school supplies delivered to tl1e 
school, cool-looking 1~shin designs, new parent meetings on 
the first day of school and a great PTA membership drive. 

From there, ll'e moved into our fund-raising efforts, with suc
cessful ventures on the SCHOO[.) NOW coupon book sales, 
j.C.Penney Shopping E1'ent, and our sixth annual jog-a
Thon. Due to the over.vhelming suppon of the parents and 
community, II'C 11-ere able to give a large donation to our 
Science Enrichment Committee. 

Some of the activities sponsored by jannan PTA included a 
fascinating demonstration by the Yo-Yo Man, junior Great 
!looks classes, Red Ribbon Week events, Teacher and Bus 
Dril'er Appreciation, Reflections, dissection of sharks and 
other creatures, our second Young Author's Conference, a 
Sock-Hopping good time at our social!dance, visits by 
Benjamin Franklin and the Omniple.x Earth Bus, Driller Day, 
and monthly skate nights and popcom days. 

erving as president for jannan PTA was cenainly enjoyable 
due in large pan to the fantastic suppon of tl1e parents ;md 
staff at our school. The next school year promises to be as pos
itive and rewarding. 

Cnroly11 Gates, Preslde11t 

llfcAulifle - We have enjoyed a very successful year of PTA 
activities at McAuliffe! We staned the )'ear with Bingo Night. 
The prizes ll'ere fabulous and the last-game 1vinner came 
away with a $350 cash pot! jog-a-Thon was a success 1vith 
many prizes and wonderful trophies. Our sixth annual Arts 
;md Crafts show was in November, and children shopped for 
their families at our annual Kidz Giftland. Winter was bright
ened with our second annual McAuliffe McCarnival. 
McAuliffe 's .Radical Rodeo wa; the theme, and Cowpokes tried 
their luck 'at 30 games including lasso toss, cowboy boot 
beanbags and rodeo round-up. We cont.inued spring family 
fun witl1 anotl1er Bingo night and Mo\ulifTe night at the 
Drillers. 

With the generous funds earned this year, we have allocated 
money for classrooms, clubs and the building. JYii\ funds tl1is 
year have purchased large wall maps for tlte clac;srooms, laree 
relief globes, math manipulatives, VCRs, hardbound reading 
books, safety patrol raincoats, counters, thematic unit books, 
visual aids, Reflections trophies, printing of II'Orksheets, stor
age bins ... tlte list goes on and on. 

McAuliffe PTA was also proud to allocate funds to the Vision 7 
Space Shuffie project housed at McAuliffe. The Vision 7 pro
ject allows students to panicipate in space missions from 
launch to touchdown in a realistic space shuttle cockpit. 

As always, iYI'A members ha1-e provided hours and hours of 
volunteer help as testing monitors, reading helpers, media 
volunteers, workroom volunteers ... tl1is list goes on and on 
as ll'ell! McAuliffe parents (and grandparents!) are 1·ery gen
erous witlt tl1eir time! Thanks to all who hal'e helped make 
this )'Car such a success!! 

Dorotby Harkrider, Preslde111 

Pelers - As the parents, teachers and students of Peters 
Elementary look back on tlte 1997-1998 school year, 1ve can 
be proud of the many achievements and contributions II'C at 
Peters have made to the Union School District Our Red 
Ribbon campaign, "Peters Panthers Slamming Back at 
Drugs," helped kick ofT Red Ribbon Week and was featured on 
Good Moming Oklahoma. Students panicipated in an old 
fashioned "car bash," raising S379.00, which was donated to 
Union's D-~1' program. 

Thanks to the over.vhelming suppon of parents, teachers and 
volunteers, "Disco Nights at Peters" carnival was a major suc
cess. Peters' PTA made donations to the 'l\1lsa Police 
Memorial Fund and the Shannon Wright Scholarship Fund, 
in memory of the jonesboro teacher who sacrificed her life 
protecting her students. The fimmcial suppon of our school 
community also enables us to aid tl1e district in keeping our 
schobl up to date in a changing world. It has been a reward
ing experience serving as PTA president for the past two years. 
M;my thanks to all the volumeers, committee chainnen, par
ents and teachers on a job well done. 

Elle11 Bt1mes, Preside11t 

U11lmE 60/b Grade Ce11ter - Tragedy and triumphs 
made us realize our priorities. Children's independent mind
set and parents' harried schedules all stopped. We remem
bered kids are precious and our time 1vitl1 tl1em is shon. 

Trees were plamed to show our hope for the future, rutd mem
ories of Wade Ch:1pman, Cory Smith, Susanne Fluke and 
Kathryn Fluke will live with all that knew them.josh Hudson's 
vigil is ongoing. 

1\veh'e-hundred and eighty-eight supponers, including e1·ery 
faculty member, joined our 6l7th PTA, ru1d guest member
ships were sent to our senators ru1d representatives. On Back 
to School night, II'C hosted a voter registration booth. Drug
Free Week featured race cars and testimonials daring e1'eryone 
to think about their actions. 

Seventh grade had three dances and sixth grade had a Bell's 
Night. The Fox 23 weather man hosted Bingo, and receptions, 
pizza, ice cream, popsicles and cookies marked special awards 
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and 1vinners throughout the year. 

Three teacher appreciation luncheons were sponsored, and 
the 6l7tlt was represemed on Council, School lloard and dis
trict committees. We spoke with the Governor twice, and a sev
enth grade parent chaired the successful Foundation 
Celebration. 

"Even if you are on the right track, you will get run over if you 
just sit there." -Will Rogers. No one involved 11itl1 tl1e 6/7th 
Grade Center sits still for long. 

Beuila Atlams, Preslde111 

Eigbtb Grade Ce11ler - \X11at ru1 exciting year 11c had. It 
was an honor to have worked with such a wonderful group of 
teachers and ~laff. 

We staned the year by holding a "Back to School" luncheon 
for the teachers ru1d staff. Throughout the rear we held four 
very successful dances and pizza parties. Also, two e.xtracur
ricular activities -- ;m Eightl1 Grade night at Golf World and 
a night of ice skating at the Hockey Coliseum --were a lot of 
fun. 

All of the P1i\ activities and ser.ices to the school would not 
have taken place without the volumeers. I would like to gi1'e 
my sincere gratitude and a big Thank You to all who volun
teered this year at tl1e Eighth Grade Center. 

Lea A1111 Atlkl11s, Presideftt 

ltltermetflale Higb School - This year has been a I'Cry 
successful year at the 1-High. It staned 1vith the I'TSA lloard 
ll'eicoming the faculty back to school at a breakfast seJVed by 
our hospitality commiuee. Our membership committee ran a 
l'ery successful membership drive and rewarded the 1vinning 
classes with panics. The PTSA Board continued to work hard 
to meet the needs of the school and scr.'C where1-er we ll'ere 
needed. Due to tl1e success of our fund raisers, every dcpan
ment 1vill receil-e se1-eral items tl1ey requested. l11e PTSA will 
also help furnish benches for tl1e counyard near tlte an rooms 
for use as ru1 outdoor classroom. All these purchases ll'ere 
made possible by all of us working togetl1er. Thank you, stu
dents, parents and teachers for buying pizza for lunch, stu
dent directories and joining the PTSA. 

\Ve had two \\'ell-attended unit meetings this year. Instead of 
having our meetings on Bingo nights, we held our fall meet
ing on Curriculum night and the spring meeting featured a 
perfonn;mce by tlte vocal music department. The PTSA lloard 
is a wonderful group of hard-working parents who have 
quickly volunteered to meet the challenge of making this rear 
a success. Thank rou for being so supponi1-e ru1d making my 
job so e;ISy. Dr. Ogih•ie, Mr. Bible, Mr. Bushyhead, Ms. jones 
and the faculty have been very supponi1'e ru1d helpful to me; 
thank you. 

Ire11e CtiS/ell, Preslde11t 

lligb Scbool -One of the treasures about P1i\ is tradition. 
Each year, activities are repealed and ru10ther brick is added to 
the foundation laid many years before. At the lligh School, 
many of the P1'SA traditions are carried on year to rear. Yet, 
ru10ther tre;ISurc of l''li\ is the ability to grow and change. As 
the population of our High School grows (look at the new 
addition to our building) we must look for ways to meet the 
needs of the students and the faculty. The challenge this )'Car 
was to mailllain tradition. Tite challenge next year will be 
fine-tuning the tradition to accommodate a larger student 
base. The l'olunteers at the High School make this task fun 
with creatii'C ideas and heans full of IOI'C for tl1ose at tlte High 
School. We really appreciate the people in1·olved at the high 
school level and the hours it takes to make the PTSA run 
smoothly. We look for.vard to the challenges of the future. 

Dorma llllllicatl, Preslde111 
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Cafeterias Celebrate 
Oklahoma School Lunch 

Week 

Union's Child Nutrition workers cele
brated Oklahoma School Lunch Week in 
April with special activities each day. 

Rhonda Ope/a, assistanl cafeteria manager at 
the Intermediate High, was ready to rock 

round the clock on Fifties' Day. 

Fifties' Day found workers in poodle 
skirts, saddle oxfords and pompadour 
hairdos, while golden olclies played in 
the background. On Tulsa Zoo Day, s tu
dents enjoyed safari-shaped chicken 
and animal potatoes. The next day was 
Alphabet Day with vegetable soup and 
potatoes shaped like letters of the 
alphabet. 

On Thursday -- no, it wasn't the New 
York Yankees, but members of the 
Union High baseball team who visited 
elementary schools during lunch hour. 
Friday was Grandparents' Day at many 
of the elementary sites, and workers 
served 711 special guests. Throughout 
the clistrict, child nutrition workers rou
tinely serve over 8,000 meals each day. 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub· 
lished bi-monthly by Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. !29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It 
is issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-

ethell is Communications Director/ Editor. 
The Communicator staff includes janie 
Froman and Beverly Thummel. Periodicals 
postage paid at Tulsa. OK. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to The Communicator, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or 
call 459·3305. 

Foundation Awards 
Grants & Scholarships 

The Union Schools 
Education Foundation 
has announced the 
names of its 1997-98 
grant recipients. Twenty
two grants totaling 
$7,920.98 were given to 
23 different teachers at 
eleven of the dis trict's 15 
sites. The classroom pro
jects were selected from 
81 applications and 
range from 
$90 to the 
maximum 
amount of 
$500. 

Recipients 
and their 
projects 

.... Oh My!; Stacey Roggendorff & 
Natalie Peugh (6th Grade) Birds, Bees, 
Flowers and Trees & Habitat Haven; Kirk 
Fridrich (7th Grade) eMate Sensors; 
jennifer Spielmann (7th Grade) eMate 
Sensors; Paula Baugher (8th Grade) Site 
Levels for Con touring; Brent Butler (8th 
Grade) Meclia Productions Video Editing 
Station; Donna Hardway (Intermediate) 
Using the Zip Drive to Condense 
Projects; Sharon Trogdon 
(Intermediate) Mathema tical Connec-

include: jenger Baker 
(Andersen) Making Math 
Meaningful; Linda 
Maxwell (Beevers) Go Fly 
A Kite & Tell Me A Story; 
Linda Montgomery 
(Beevers) Wormania; Pat 
Foreman, Shelia johnson, 
Susan McClain, Donna 
Pippin & principal Nancy 

The Union Schools Education Foundation awarded $500 
Distinguished Service Recognition Scholarships to seniors ·Iilake 
Connelly, Alexia Iarridis, Adam Wheeless and Michelle Hilton. They 
were the first seniors to be honored with scholarships from the 
Foundation and were cllosen not only for tlreir academic ability but 
for their community invo/venient. 

Poole (Briarglen) The Weather in Our 
Neck of the Woods; Sherri Fair (Clark) 
Life Science Enrichment - Dissections; 
Becky Freeman (Darnaby) First Grade 
Theater; Kayla Cardenas (Peters) ABCs 
of Science Developing Young 
Naturalists; Kathy Harding (Peters) Bug 
Me .... Please; Stacey Roggendorff (6th 
Grade) Fractions, Decimals and Percents 

tions & Applications in the Real World; 
Alicia Abbott (High School) From School 
to Work - Transition Programming for 
Special Needs Students; Lisa Dellinger 
(High School) Living Skills Development 
for the Disabled Student; Pam 
O'Halloran (Districtwide) Sensors for 
Science & Quick Take "Outdoor 
Adventures" in Science. 

Students /eamed all about 
McElroy Manufacturing 
during the annual "Take 
Your Daughter/Son to Work 
Day." Union Chief Financial 
Officer Debra jacoby 
(standing at left) spoke to 
participants about "Career 
Planning" and was later 
given a lesson in how to 
meld pieces of pipe tnllrPt~rPrl 
by McElroy Technical 
Services Specialist Bob Biffle 
(standing at right). Union 
students and moms pictured 
are (clockwise) ]ulee Lee, 
Jenne Lee, Susan Lee 
(McElroy Customer Service 
Representative), Sue Brown 
(Executive Secretary), Bryan 
Brown, Amber Brown and 
Matt Beaman. 

Page 10 ---------------------------------- April-June, 1998 

The PTA Council Cotntnunique 
Anderselt - As this school year comes to a close, we can 
hardly believe it's almost over. We have accomplished many 
things this year with the help of our great group of volunteers. 

We had a wonderful holiday shop, featuring many handcraft
ed and other quality items, without using an outside vendor. 
Not one, but two computers were donated as prizes for our last 
Bingo night. We had more Reflections entries than ever 
before, with the second most entries of any school in the dis
trict. Several hand-painted items from our vel)' own artists 
were auctioned at the Foundation dinner/auction. A commu
nity partnership was begun with Dominos Pizza and 
Albertsons. 

Thirty new, much-needed headphones with volume control 
were purchased for our computer lab. We were also able to 
expand our outdoor classroom, add an aquarium to our 
media center, improve the back of our playground with a new 
basketball/tennis court and soccer nets, and meet many other 
requests from our teachers & staff. May activities included 
Teacher Appreciation Week, Cinco de Mayo, Spirit days, all
school talent show, super kids day & school supplies. 

It has been a great experience for the past two years working 
with parents and teachers alike, stri1•ing to make this world a 
better place for our kids! 

jetmifer Nation & llficbele Hemstreet 
Co-Presidents 

Boe11ers - Another great year at Boevers! Before school 
began, 1ve provided teachers with a Back-To-Schoolluncheon 
complete with gifts and great food for all. We started the year 
with our FASCO fund raiser, T-shirt Sales, Candy Gram Sales, 
Popcom Sales, and Sonic Night. In December we had our fi rst 
Kidz Giftland, where the kids enjoyed buying gifts for family 
and friends. April brought our fantastic camival, which all 
our students enjoyed, and our second Sonic Night. 

Through our successful fund-raising efforts, we purchased a 
new copier for our teachers, staff and PTA use, as well as sup
plies for teachers and students. 

In May we celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week with food 
and lots of gratitude toward the wonderful teachers and staff 
members at Boevers. Our many hard-working volunteers in 
the classrooms, 11~th teachers, on committees, in the work
room and various other needed places were vital. Thanks to 
everyone who has helped make this year a great success! 

KareJ' Sarrall, Vice Presitlent 

Briarglell - We are proud of our Briarglen fan1ily. We have 
an excellent staff, great students and wonderful parent volun
teers. We want to thank them for the support given this year. 
Our PTA has had a successful time 11~th our Spirit Shop where 
students can buy buttons, T-shirts, water bottles, etc., to show 
their Briru-glen spirit. We had a great deal of participation in 
our Briarglen "jog-A-Than," and many of our students also 
too~ part in our Renections program. Our monthly "Fan1ily 
Skate Night" is always fun. The fund raising from the arts 
and crafts fair, Briarglen Run and Fasco were aimed toward 
replacing major portions of our playground equipment. We 
also recognized our staff members through our "Catch the 
Dream" program . 

Vickie llforrisou, President 

Cedar Ridge - Our year began with Kelly Caldwell as our 
PTA President at Cedar Ridge. Kelly became pregnant and 
resigned on the ad1•ice of her doctor, but fortunately, she had 
our year well organized and off to a great start. 

We initiated a Pledge Progrrun at Cedar Ridge this year 
instead of our usual sales-type fund raiser. Pledges were made 
at the start of tl1e school year and donations were collected 

President's Comments 
I am continually pleased to see what an incredible school district Union has become! 
With every passing year, it seems that Union keeps getting better and better. This is 
due most of all to the people involved working hand-in-hand. "People involved" is 
the key, I believe. These include caring, wonderful teachers, support personnel 

including our bus drivers, those working in administration to make our district "run," and our superin
tendent who is leading us so caringly and competently toward the next millcnium. Of course, we can't for
get the people who truly set us apart from the ordinary: the parents and volunteers who give so much of 
their time and talent~. To ;~l of you who work so unselfishly to support our schools and all the activities 
associated with them, I want to thank you on behalf of the Union PTAs. All of us working together are what 
makes Wnion a truly special place to be! 

Some of you may be unfamiliar \vith what the Union PTA Council does. Most importantly, we offer a place 
where representatives from each school, both parents and administrators, come together monthly to com
municate with each other so everyone can stay informed. We offer support and training for the fYfAs and 
their officers of each Union school. In addition, we sponsor tlte Klothcs Kloset for Union families in need 
of children's clothing. We offer a puppet program called Kids on the Block through the elementary school 
counselors. The puppets help the children deal witl1 difficult issues. We have been proud to sponsor the 
beginning and growth of an organization called D-FY (Drug-Free Youth) for our 8th graders through high 
school students. D-FY now has over 1,100 members in Union who have pledged to be drug- and alcohol
free, and we feel they are making a big impact. Through money raised by our t-shirt sales and Track Meet, 
we arc able to offer scholarships to our seniors. Our Catch-the-Dream program recognizes teachers and 
staff each month from every school, nominated by parents or students for doing something extraordinary. 
In February, we host a Bus Driver Appreciation breakfast to honor our drivers. And in conjunction \vith the 
National and State 1'1i\, we sponsor the Reflections contest for our local district. This year we had over 
I ,000 entries in several fine arts and creative categories. I want to profusely thank everyone throughout 
the district who has worked so hard to make all these things happen for our kids. 

Our Council has also been preparing to host tlte State PTA Convention here in November 1998. Tltis 1vill 
be exciting for all of Union's I'TAs and we are looking forward to a tremendous event! 

both semesters. We also started a pizza day in place of popcom 
day. Our T-shirts sales and skating parties were vel)' success
ful, as was our "jock-jam" dance night for students and their 
families. 

Our PTA-approved programs have been most successful due to 
the dedication of our many volunteers and staff. Our P'li\ 
Board is made up of not only parents, but teacher representa
tives from each grade level, specialties, and special seiVices. 
We tmly feel that our unit is a Parent-Teacher organization. 

Lori Bell, President 

Clark - Clark started the year with a new face. New paint, 
new ca~pet and new school colors. A marquee was purchased 
along with a walking track for all to enjoy. A new 4th/5th 
grade playground is being planned with hopes of installation 
next year. Our 20th year anniversal)' was celebrated on April 
17 with a special visit from Roy Clark. 

School supplies, memberships, Cowboy Capers, skating par
ties, Renections, Dmg Awareness IVeek, safety patrol, honor 
roll assemblies, spelling bee, school '!:shirts and sweatshirts, 
Student Council candy grams and our vel)' own school store 
were all successful, thanks to tl1e efforts of mru1y volunteers. 

New teachers receil·ed a moneta')' gift to purchase supplies for 
their classrooms. Clark·s Teacher of the Year, Kristy Skidmore, 
also received a gift of money for her classroom. Teacher 
Appreciation Week was celebrated with a banquet and lots of 
thanks for our vel)' special teachers. Each day the children 
showed their appreciation with special gifts and thoughts. 

The Student Council and P'li\ sponsored a HUMAN-I-TEES 
fund raiser with the proceeds going to beautify our school and 
our first-ever FifTH GRADE DANCE!! 

Kare11 Brakey 
U11i01z Cotmcil Preside11t 

The Clark P'li\ board would like to thank all who donated 
their time, energy and efforts in making Clark a wonderful 
place to leam. 

Teresa Beartlet~ll/cCuire 
& llficbelle Nickols 

Dama/Jv - Thanks to so many Damaby parents who made 
this year a successful one. From thejog-a-Thon in October to 
the Celebration of Writing in April we have enjoyed a year of 
seiVice, academic enrichment and lots of fun! We were able to 
purchase maps for the classrooms, mats for tlJC gymnasium 
ru1d m~my other items to be used next year. 

The biggest news is the "changing of the guard" in the prin
cipal position. Congratulations to Linda Carr on her retire
ment. She has been such a wonderful and gracious adminis
trator! Her character has been a great example to all of us. We 
wish the vel)' best for her. I believe it will be our loss and her 
grandchildren's gain! 

We are excited to welcome Susan Crowder. We are proud of the 
Principal Search Committee for doing such a tremendous job 
in selecting her. We're looking forward to gelling to know her 
and supporting her in this importrull administrative role. 

I've enjoyed seiVing as the PTA President this year. Damaby 
Elemental)' is a great place to be! 

Donua Burcb, President 

Grove- It has been a vel)' enriching year for Robert B. Grove 
P'li\. All of our committees were involved throughout the year 
to uphold PTA's goals, to support, to assist and encourage our 
parents, children and community. 
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New Administrators Prepare for the Upcoming School Year 
When the 1998-1999 school year begins, 
six new administrators will fill positions 
vacated through transfers or retire
ments. 

Dr. Jim ]ones was 
named the district's 
Assis tant Superin
tendent for Curricu
lum and Instruction 
at the April 13 
Board of Education 
meeting. In making 
her recommenda-

Dr. Jim Jones tion, Superinten-
dent Dr. Cathy Burden said Dr. Jones 
was selected for the position from more 
than 70 applicants. 

jones joined the adminis trative staff at 
Union in 1994 as Director of Elementary 
Curriculum. His 31 years experience in 
public education includes four years as 
Director of Curriculum at Jenks; 12 
years as a middle school principal, two 
years as a junior high principal, six 
years as an elementary principal, and 
three years as an elementary teacher in 
Blackwell Public Schools. 

jones received his bachelor's degree in 
elementary education and his master's 
degree in educational adminis tration 
from Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University in Alva. He earned his doc
torate in educational administration and 
higher education from Oklahoma State 
University. 

Filling the elementary curriculum vacan
cy created by Dr. jones' promotion is 
Dr. Kathleen Workman. Dr. Workman 
has been employed as Director of 

t · .. ~.·~· 
1,-, . . . . . 

· - . 

~ 
~· 

Dr. Kathleen 
Workman 

Personnel for 
Curriculum and 
Instruction at Ponca 
City Public Schools 
since 1995. She 
also spent six years 
as an elementary 
school principal 
there after teaching 
music in Ponca City, 
Fort Smith and 
Alma, Arkansas, 

schools. Dr. Workman received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Arkansas 
Tech University, her Master of Music 

egree from Emporia State University 
.md her Doctor of Education degree 
from Oklahoma State University. 

Frank Duncan, formerly principal at 
the Eighth Grade Center, will assume the 

responsibili ties of Director of Sec
ondary Curriculum. 

Duncan j oined the 
district in january 
1995 as an assistant 
principal at the High 
School. Prior to 
that, he was em
ployed as depart
ment head and cur
riculum coordinator 

Frank Duncan in Lawrence, Kansas, 
and taught in j enks Public Schools for 
13 years; Ozark and Nixa, Missouri, 
schools for four years; and Tulsa Public 
Schools for eight years. He earned his 
bachelor's degree in education from the 
University of Tulsa and his master's in 
biology from Michigan State University. 
Duncan was selected to replace Charles 
Claunts, who retired at the end of the 
school year. 

Taking the helm at the Eighth Grade 
Center will be Kin Hartzler. Hartzler 
originally joined the Union district in 
1986 as a history teacher, assistant boys 

basketball coach 
and head boys ten
nis coach. After a 
three-year stint with 
Bixby Schools as a 
teacher and head 
boys basketball 
coach, he returned 
to Union as an assis
tant principal at the 

Kirt Hartzler Intermediate High 
and has served as an assistant principal 
at the High School since 1997. Hartzler 
earned his bachelor's degree from 
Evangel College in Springfield, Missouri, 
and his master's from Northeastern 
State University. 

]arod Mendenhall will replace Hartzler 
as assistant principal at the High School. 
Mendenhall is currently assistant princi
pal at Bartlesville High School. Before 
moving to Bartlesville, he taught 
American History and was an assistant 
football coach at Union Intermediate 
High from 1994 to L997 and at Sapulpa 
junior High from 1991 to 1994. He 
received his bachelor's and master's 
degrees from 1\ortheastern State 
University. 

Susan Crowder has been named as 
principal at Darnaby Elementary to 
replace Linda Carr who retired at the 
close of the school year. Ms. Crowder 
has served as an assistant principal at 

the Sixth/Seventh 
Grade Center since 
she joined the dis
trict in 1996. Prior 
to that, she was an 
assis tant elemen
tary principal in 
Edmond Public 
Schools and has 

.. 

If-
taught in Edmond, Susan Crowder 
j enks and Lawton. 
She received her bachelor's degree from 
Cameron University and her master's 
from Southwestern State University. 

John Chargois will join the administra
tive team at the Union Sixth/ Seventh 

Grade Center as an 
assistant principal, 
replacing Susan 
Crowder. Chargois 
taught earth science 
at the Union Eighth 
Grade Center and 
was an assis tant 
football coach and 

John Chargois varsity girls tennis 
head coach. He 

earned his bachelor 's degree from the 
University of Tulsa and is completing 
classes for his master's in school admin
istration from Northeas tern State 
University. 

Eighth graders Carrie Thompson and 
Stephanie Bryan participated in Student
Teacher Exchange Day at the 8th Grade 
Center. Members of tile National junior 
Honor Society worked with teachers to p lan 
lessons, then took over reaching classes for a 
day. 
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Porn Squads and Drill Teams Rake In Awards 

p 0 

s q u 
competed 
in the American 
Spir it Champion-
ships, receiving third 
place in their first
ever competition. 
Soloists Kristy 
Dodson and Kristen 
Laidlow received sec
ond and seventh place 

Members of the 8th grade Porn Squad rook honors at the American 
Spirit Championships in Edmond. 

trophies. Other participants included 
Amber Bailey, jennifer Douthit, 
Autumn Ford, Britni Jaudon, Laura 
Kemp, Chrissy Liniger, Mindi Moses , 
Melissa Prevette, Erin Stands, Laura 
Traylor, Valerie Voss, Kristy Ward and 
Holly Williams. 

Members of the 9th grade Shining Stars 
Drill team, coached by Melissa Baddley, 
won top honors in every category at the 
Starmakers '98 Drill Team Competition 
in Ft. Smith, Arkansas. Both the team 
and the officers received the highest 
awards given for all their performances 
-- the Circle of Stars and the Perfect 

Entertainer Roy Cla rk surrounds himself with the right people .. Roy Clark Elemenrary students dur
ing the sclwol's 20th Anniversary Homecoming. 

Sweepstakes. The team also receivec' 
top awards for technique, choreography 
and showmanship, as well as a first 
place award for their jazz routine. 

The Shining Stars officers received the 
highest award for their jazz and lyrical 
routines and awards for technique and 
choreography. Sarah Carter was named 
Miss junior Starmaker, the top junior 
dancer, and Devon james was a finalist. 
The duo of Lauren Christoffersen and 
Marissa Fuhrmeister won a second
place award. 

Shining Stars officer~ 
(le(l to right) j essica 
Waesch, Jamie Lloyd, 
]ami Mullikin, Debar· 
ah Pense, Kylie Cox 
and Lauren Carr. 

Roy Clark Celebrates 
Twenty Years 

Clark Elementary celebrated its twenti
eth anniversary April 17 with a visit 
from country music entertainer Roy 
Clark. Members of the Student Council 
rolled out the red carpet for his arrival. 
Mr. Clark attended an all-school assem
bly featuring a teacher skit parodying 
his long-running television show "Hee
Haw," a performance by the school's 
select vocal group, the Sparkletones, 
and an appearance by the Union 
Highsteppers Drill Team, who are also 
celebrating their 20th anniversary this 
year. The highlight of the assembly was 
Clark's guitar rendition of "Malaguena." 

Mr. Clark toured the school, visited 
classrooms and signed hundreds of 
autographs before joining the teacher, 
for a luncheon. At the close of the 
school day, current and former faculty 
and staff, administrators and Clark 
alumni gathered for a reception and 
shared memories. 
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Lighting the 
Candles!! 

Curriculum Highlights 

ARC Reorganization Underway 
A big change is underway for the dis
trict's Academic Resource Center. Since 
its beginning in 1981, s tudents in the 
gifted and talented program have been 
bused to a central location for classes 
two half-days each week. Under the new 
plan, enrichment specialists are now 
assigned to each elementary school, not 
only to assis t with the gifted program, 
but to design enrichment activities for 
all students within the building. 

Union to Benefit from New 
Development Center 

The Tulsa Professional Development 
Center officially opens for area educa
tors in j uly, as a collaborative effort by 
14 Tulsa County public schools, four 
institutions of higher education and 
Tulsa Technology Center. Located on 
the eighth floor of the Tulsa Community 
College(fulsa Technology Center office 
building at 41s t and 1-44 , the TPDC is 
designed with ins tructional technology 
n mind. Its state-of-the-art computers , 

audio/visual equipment and two large 
classrooms accommodate training or 
teleconferencing. 
A selected group of teachers will 
become mas ter trainers , enabling them 
to go back to their schools to ins truct 
other teachers on how to integrate tech
nology into the curriculum. Union's 
lead teachers are Lynn McClure 
(Briarglen), Brent Butler (8th Grade), 
Teri Fuss (Intermediate) and Bill Polson 
(Intermediate). Lead teachers include 
Lowell Ratzlaff (Andersen), Cynthia 
Burnett (Boevers), Betsy Glad (Cedar 
Ridge), janice Vail (Clark), Christina 
Wertz (Darnaby), Brenda Robinson 
(Grove), Vicki Perritt (Jarman), Amber 
jones (McAuliffe), Usa Brown (Peters), 
Stacey Roggendorff (6th/7th Grade), 
Don jones (High School) and Patt Mical 
(Alternative School). 

Union A First for NCA 
All elementary and secondary schools in 
the district have received accreditation 
from the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools. Al though a num
ber of larger school dis tricts in the s tate 

ave begun to seek accreditation, Union 
s the flrst to have all of its sch ools 

accredited. 
NCA accredi tation promotes the devel
opment and maintenance of high stan
dards of excellence for univers ities, col
leges and schools. 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden and Alternative School principal Richard Stann hang a plaque 
commemorating t11e April 29 dedication of the Union Extended Education Building. The building 
houses the district's Alrernalive Education program, rhe Enrollment Center and the Community 
Education offices. 

Union Focuses on Careers 

During this year's spring parent-stu
dent-teacher conferences at Union's 
Eighth Grade Center, parents learned 
more than jus t their child 's grades, test 
scores and next year's schedule. They 
also discussed career-planning opportu
nities and s tudent por tfolios to be 
developed by the s tudents for their 
remaining years in the district. Union's 
Focus on Careers program uses federal 
school-to-work funds to provide career 
planning opportunities, skill and value 
assessments, classroom speakers, job 

For junior Edwin Garcia, 
one of the higlllights of a 
recent jazz Festival at 
Soulfnvest Missouri State 
University was meeting 
professional drummer 
Louie Bel/son. Bel/son's 
wife snapped a photo of 
him autographing Ed
win's ha t. 

The Intermediate and 
High School jazz Ensem· 
bles completed a success· 
fu/ season with superior 
ratings at the Pittsburg 
State University jazz 
Festival and the State 
Jazz Ensemble contest. In 
their firs! year ar srare 
contest, lf1e Intermediate 
High group was named 
Outstanding jazz Enscm· 
ble in Class "E" division. 

shadowing and internships. It also 
funds teacher training to provide s tu
dents with the best picture for their 
future. One of the reasons the program 
is succeeding is that students, with par
ent and teacher input, are beginning to 
plan ahead for thei r career interest 
areas. Teachers are learning more about 
courses outside their curriculum spe
cialties and how all areas work together 
to prepare s tudents for life beyond high 
school. 
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News from the 
High School 

Scholarships 

Senior Aaliyah Williams has been 
named a Ron Brown Scholar. She is one 
of 20 top African-American s tudents 
nationwide who will receive a $40,000 
grant to pay education cos ts over the 
next four years. She has also been 
selected as a National Achievement 
Scholarship winner by the National 
merit Scholarship Corporation. Aaliyah 
plans to an end Harvard Univers ity in 
the fall. 

Soccer 

Members of the Boys Varsity Soccer 

Tile High School Environmental Science recycling team collected over 12,000 phone books from 
area businesses, all Union elementary schools and nJisa Community College campuses. Swdents 
also travel to rhe Education Service Celtler eacll week to help with s ite recycling programs. 
Members of the team include (left 10 rigltl) Adrian Branch, Thomas Anderson, Lindsay Lollis, Kelly 
Brown, Meagan Moore, Jeremy Byram, Melissa Simmons, Brandon Hemsoth, Craig Reed (kneel· 
ing), Eric Cool, Adam Case and Kelly IVIIite. 

WATCH 
FOR THE 

1998 
GRADUATION 

ISSUE 
COMING SOON! 

T ea m , 
coac h e d 
by Glenn 
Howard, 
w e r e 
c ro w n e d 
SA State 
C h a m 
Pion s . 
T h e 
Re d s kin s 
w e r e 
r a n ke d 
fifth in the 
nation by 
USA To-
day. 

Members of the 8th Grade Rotary Interact Club proudly display their Unity Quill. 
From left are Ashley Angleton, ]osll Cook, Superintendent Dr. Catlly Burden, spon· 
sor Mama Ewing, Christy Friesen, sponsor Site/ley Zevnik, Chandra /lfcGecltie and 
Brandi Mapes 

Essay Contest 

Senior Cheryll Gladdish placed thir d in 
the German-American Society of Tulsa 
essay contest. German language s tu
dents at the High School and 
Intermediate High once again placed 
firs t in the Sweepstakes category for 
overall best school a t the annual 
Germanfes t at Oklahoma Baptis t 
University. Union has placed first at 
this s tatewide contes t seven of the las t 
eight years. German teachers are Chris 
Guckian and Rosemary Holt. 

Swimming 

The Union Gir ls swimming and diving 
team took third place in recent s tate 
competition and also received an 
Academic Achievement Certificate. 
Diver James Wells placed second in the 
boys division. Coach David Lynn was 
voted the Boys Coach of the year. 

Natio~Jal Honor Society president Tltalia Kwok (riglll) presents a clleck for 51,791.22 
rigllt) Eastern Oklalloma Perinatal Center Medical Director Dr. Neal Goldberg, clinical marna,~en 
Sl1annon Filore and nurse Eileen Chavez. The 40·bed unit cares (or an average of 30 ·35 infallls 

lime. The money will be used by the EOPC and the neonatal itllensive care unit a t St. Francis ro 
isolette covers, viewing mirrors, cameras and infant swings. 
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Briarglen third grader Cher Chang was the 
state winner in the 1998 Federal junior Duck 
Stamp design contest (or students in grades 
one through three. Rhonda Friday's art stu· 
dents had an outstanding showing in the con· 
test. Third place honors were shared by first 
graders Tyler Hamm, Daniel Tanner and Xai 
Yang. In tile division for grades (our through 
six, fourt h grade studellls Yer Chang and 
Michael Masters took second and third place. 

Ass i sta nt 
S upe rint e n · 
dent Dr. Jim 
]ones mug· 
ging witl1 
being mugged 
by) Grove mas·liij,-..iiii~•'iiiiiiiiii 
cot "Baldwin 
the eagle at 
the annual 
El ementar 
Track Meet. 

The Sixth Grade special education classes concluded a rwo·week baseball unit ~y inviting the 
Tulsa Driller's mascot, Hornsby, out to play a grand finare baseball game. Approximately_ 45 stll· 
dents participated in the ballgame and enjoyed hot dogs and_ sodas donated ~y Hank B1rd and 
Bob Moak after the game. During the multidisciplinary umt, students stu_d1ed about the first 
A(rican·American League as well as the first Women's League. f.!ath was mcorporated as stll· 
dents converted fractions to percents while figuring runs and battmg records. Geography came 
into play in locating baseball stadiums and teams on tile map, and stud~nts used tile almanac to 
hone their research skills. Spelling around tl1e baseball diamond and usmg new vocabulary were 
also part of tile unit. 

Millenium Explorer 
Launched at McAuliffe 

The Millenium Explorer, a classroom
sized space s imulator housed at 
McAuli ffe Elementary, was officially 
"launched" during Aerospace Week 
activities in April. Part of the "Vision 7" 
project by six area school districts, the 
space shuttle simulator will give stu
dents the opportuni ty to experience 
bands-on learning in math, science and 
problem solving. 

Fifth graders Lee Thornton and Stephanie Einer prepare to captain the Millenium Explorer on its 
inaugural launch at McAuliffe Elementary. 

Three on-board computers serve a pilo 
and co-pilot, two systems analys ts and 
two payload analys ts. Ou tside stations 
accommodate s ix mission control spe
cialis ts who also use computers. 
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R ebecca 
Wagner, 
Dakota Koenig, 
Ryan Seibert, 
Kevin Wallace 
and Tyler Allen 
read Garth 
Brooks' person· 
a/ comments in 
t11eir newly 
penned book, 
Garth Brooks' 
Week. The 
Peters nwltiage 
students were 
excited to llear 
back (rom tile 
coumry music 
superstar with· 
in a week after 
they sent him 
tlleir book. 

]ames Longinoni and his grandfather Gene 
Longinofli enjoyed lunch during Grandpar· 
ents ' Day at Darnaby Elementary. Of 925 
lunclles served by tile school cafeteria during 
the annual event, 526 were to grandparents. 

Wouldn't It Be Great If .... I Won!! 
Jarman second grader jeff Vogt did jus t 
that in the photography category of the 
State PTA Reflections contes t. He was 
the only state-level winner from Union, 

The theme o(tllis year's Reflections contest was 
"Wouldn't It Be Great If ... " Jeffs entry, enti· 
tied "Wouldn't It Be Great If We All Walked /11 
Peace?," depicts soldiers from various cou11· 
tries walking together with flags raised in 
peace. He used his Gl ]oes combined wit II spe· 
cia/ effects to give a rea listic appearance to the 
setting. 

and h:is entry was recognized as one of 
five merit finalis ts at the national level. 
His photo, the only Oklahoma work cho
sen, is currently touring the country as 
part of a traveling art exhibit. 

Union s tudents receiving Honorable 
Mention at the state level included the 
following: Li terature - Caleb Bates 
(McAuli ffe), Katie Rank Uarman), Anna 

Darnaby Elem entary 
Stllool si'Udents Colin 
Paul, Callie Ketchum 
and Kaitlin Nicholas 
teach Tulsa Ford Glass 
Plant Manager Mark 
Meussner (seated) and 
tile company's Human 
Resources Manager 
Clifford Cameron how 
to take temperature 
readings with an e· 
mate laptop. The two 
executives, wl10 are 
members of tile Union 
Business Alliance, visit· 
ed Darnaby's Seren· 
dipiry Center with 
Curriculum Specialist 
Pam O'Halloran. Tile 
company is interested 
in partnering wit!J 
Union on a science t---oul',f\1 
and/or environmental 
proj ect in the near 
future. 

Smith (8th Grade), Anthony Wilson 
(Peters); Music - Brandon Ashworth 
(Peters); Photography - Joshua Burks 
(Darnaby), Kendra Hansen (McAuliffe), 
Stephanie Maclin (Darnaby); Visual Arts 
- jeff Alaback (Andersen), Scott Street 
(Andersen), and Tony Truong (Inter
mediate High). Over 19,000 students 
from across Oklahoma participated in 
the s tate contest. 
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Briarglen third grader Cher Chang was the 
state winner in the 1998 Federal junior Duck 
Stamp design contest (or students in grades 
one through three. Rhonda Friday's art stu· 
dents had an outstanding showing in the con· 
test. Third place honors were shared by first 
graders Tyler Hamm, Daniel Tanner and Xai 
Yang. In tile division for grades (our through 
six, fourt h grade studellls Yer Chang and 
Michael Masters took second and third place. 

Ass i sta nt 
S upe rint e n · 
dent Dr. Jim 
]ones mug· 
ging witl1 
being mugged 
by) Grove mas·liij,-..iiii~•'iiiiiiiiii 
cot "Baldwin 
the eagle at 
the annual 
El ementar 
Track Meet. 

The Sixth Grade special education classes concluded a rwo·week baseball unit ~y inviting the 
Tulsa Driller's mascot, Hornsby, out to play a grand finare baseball game. Approximately_ 45 stll· 
dents participated in the ballgame and enjoyed hot dogs and_ sodas donated ~y Hank B1rd and 
Bob Moak after the game. During the multidisciplinary umt, students stu_d1ed about the first 
A(rican·American League as well as the first Women's League. f.!ath was mcorporated as stll· 
dents converted fractions to percents while figuring runs and battmg records. Geography came 
into play in locating baseball stadiums and teams on tile map, and stud~nts used tile almanac to 
hone their research skills. Spelling around tl1e baseball diamond and usmg new vocabulary were 
also part of tile unit. 

Millenium Explorer 
Launched at McAuliffe 

The Millenium Explorer, a classroom
sized space s imulator housed at 
McAuli ffe Elementary, was officially 
"launched" during Aerospace Week 
activities in April. Part of the "Vision 7" 
project by six area school districts, the 
space shuttle simulator will give stu
dents the opportuni ty to experience 
bands-on learning in math, science and 
problem solving. 

Fifth graders Lee Thornton and Stephanie Einer prepare to captain the Millenium Explorer on its 
inaugural launch at McAuliffe Elementary. 

Three on-board computers serve a pilo 
and co-pilot, two systems analys ts and 
two payload analys ts. Ou tside stations 
accommodate s ix mission control spe
cialis ts who also use computers. 
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R ebecca 
Wagner, 
Dakota Koenig, 
Ryan Seibert, 
Kevin Wallace 
and Tyler Allen 
read Garth 
Brooks' person· 
a/ comments in 
t11eir newly 
penned book, 
Garth Brooks' 
Week. The 
Peters nwltiage 
students were 
excited to llear 
back (rom tile 
coumry music 
superstar with· 
in a week after 
they sent him 
tlleir book. 

]ames Longinoni and his grandfather Gene 
Longinofli enjoyed lunch during Grandpar· 
ents ' Day at Darnaby Elementary. Of 925 
lunclles served by tile school cafeteria during 
the annual event, 526 were to grandparents. 

Wouldn't It Be Great If .... I Won!! 
Jarman second grader jeff Vogt did jus t 
that in the photography category of the 
State PTA Reflections contes t. He was 
the only state-level winner from Union, 

The theme o(tllis year's Reflections contest was 
"Wouldn't It Be Great If ... " Jeffs entry, enti· 
tied "Wouldn't It Be Great If We All Walked /11 
Peace?," depicts soldiers from various cou11· 
tries walking together with flags raised in 
peace. He used his Gl ]oes combined wit II spe· 
cia/ effects to give a rea listic appearance to the 
setting. 

and h:is entry was recognized as one of 
five merit finalis ts at the national level. 
His photo, the only Oklahoma work cho
sen, is currently touring the country as 
part of a traveling art exhibit. 

Union s tudents receiving Honorable 
Mention at the state level included the 
following: Li terature - Caleb Bates 
(McAuli ffe), Katie Rank Uarman), Anna 

Darnaby Elem entary 
Stllool si'Udents Colin 
Paul, Callie Ketchum 
and Kaitlin Nicholas 
teach Tulsa Ford Glass 
Plant Manager Mark 
Meussner (seated) and 
tile company's Human 
Resources Manager 
Clifford Cameron how 
to take temperature 
readings with an e· 
mate laptop. The two 
executives, wl10 are 
members of tile Union 
Business Alliance, visit· 
ed Darnaby's Seren· 
dipiry Center with 
Curriculum Specialist 
Pam O'Halloran. Tile 
company is interested 
in partnering wit!J 
Union on a science t---oul',f\1 
and/or environmental 
proj ect in the near 
future. 

Smith (8th Grade), Anthony Wilson 
(Peters); Music - Brandon Ashworth 
(Peters); Photography - Joshua Burks 
(Darnaby), Kendra Hansen (McAuliffe), 
Stephanie Maclin (Darnaby); Visual Arts 
- jeff Alaback (Andersen), Scott Street 
(Andersen), and Tony Truong (Inter
mediate High). Over 19,000 students 
from across Oklahoma participated in 
the s tate contest. 
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Lighting the 
Candles!! 

Curriculum Highlights 

ARC Reorganization Underway 
A big change is underway for the dis
trict's Academic Resource Center. Since 
its beginning in 1981, s tudents in the 
gifted and talented program have been 
bused to a central location for classes 
two half-days each week. Under the new 
plan, enrichment specialists are now 
assigned to each elementary school, not 
only to assis t with the gifted program, 
but to design enrichment activities for 
all students within the building. 

Union to Benefit from New 
Development Center 

The Tulsa Professional Development 
Center officially opens for area educa
tors in j uly, as a collaborative effort by 
14 Tulsa County public schools, four 
institutions of higher education and 
Tulsa Technology Center. Located on 
the eighth floor of the Tulsa Community 
College(fulsa Technology Center office 
building at 41s t and 1-44 , the TPDC is 
designed with ins tructional technology 
n mind. Its state-of-the-art computers , 

audio/visual equipment and two large 
classrooms accommodate training or 
teleconferencing. 
A selected group of teachers will 
become mas ter trainers , enabling them 
to go back to their schools to ins truct 
other teachers on how to integrate tech
nology into the curriculum. Union's 
lead teachers are Lynn McClure 
(Briarglen), Brent Butler (8th Grade), 
Teri Fuss (Intermediate) and Bill Polson 
(Intermediate). Lead teachers include 
Lowell Ratzlaff (Andersen), Cynthia 
Burnett (Boevers), Betsy Glad (Cedar 
Ridge), janice Vail (Clark), Christina 
Wertz (Darnaby), Brenda Robinson 
(Grove), Vicki Perritt (Jarman), Amber 
jones (McAuliffe), Usa Brown (Peters), 
Stacey Roggendorff (6th/7th Grade), 
Don jones (High School) and Patt Mical 
(Alternative School). 

Union A First for NCA 
All elementary and secondary schools in 
the district have received accreditation 
from the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools. Al though a num
ber of larger school dis tricts in the s tate 

ave begun to seek accreditation, Union 
s the flrst to have all of its sch ools 

accredited. 
NCA accredi tation promotes the devel
opment and maintenance of high stan
dards of excellence for univers ities, col
leges and schools. 

Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden and Alternative School principal Richard Stann hang a plaque 
commemorating t11e April 29 dedication of the Union Extended Education Building. The building 
houses the district's Alrernalive Education program, rhe Enrollment Center and the Community 
Education offices. 

Union Focuses on Careers 

During this year's spring parent-stu
dent-teacher conferences at Union's 
Eighth Grade Center, parents learned 
more than jus t their child 's grades, test 
scores and next year's schedule. They 
also discussed career-planning opportu
nities and s tudent por tfolios to be 
developed by the s tudents for their 
remaining years in the district. Union's 
Focus on Careers program uses federal 
school-to-work funds to provide career 
planning opportunities, skill and value 
assessments, classroom speakers, job 

For junior Edwin Garcia, 
one of the higlllights of a 
recent jazz Festival at 
Soulfnvest Missouri State 
University was meeting 
professional drummer 
Louie Bel/son. Bel/son's 
wife snapped a photo of 
him autographing Ed
win's ha t. 

The Intermediate and 
High School jazz Ensem· 
bles completed a success· 
fu/ season with superior 
ratings at the Pittsburg 
State University jazz 
Festival and the State 
Jazz Ensemble contest. In 
their firs! year ar srare 
contest, lf1e Intermediate 
High group was named 
Outstanding jazz Enscm· 
ble in Class "E" division. 

shadowing and internships. It also 
funds teacher training to provide s tu
dents with the best picture for their 
future. One of the reasons the program 
is succeeding is that students, with par
ent and teacher input, are beginning to 
plan ahead for thei r career interest 
areas. Teachers are learning more about 
courses outside their curriculum spe
cialties and how all areas work together 
to prepare s tudents for life beyond high 
school. 
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News from the 
High School 

Scholarships 

Senior Aaliyah Williams has been 
named a Ron Brown Scholar. She is one 
of 20 top African-American s tudents 
nationwide who will receive a $40,000 
grant to pay education cos ts over the 
next four years. She has also been 
selected as a National Achievement 
Scholarship winner by the National 
merit Scholarship Corporation. Aaliyah 
plans to an end Harvard Univers ity in 
the fall. 

Soccer 

Members of the Boys Varsity Soccer 

Tile High School Environmental Science recycling team collected over 12,000 phone books from 
area businesses, all Union elementary schools and nJisa Community College campuses. Swdents 
also travel to rhe Education Service Celtler eacll week to help with s ite recycling programs. 
Members of the team include (left 10 rigltl) Adrian Branch, Thomas Anderson, Lindsay Lollis, Kelly 
Brown, Meagan Moore, Jeremy Byram, Melissa Simmons, Brandon Hemsoth, Craig Reed (kneel· 
ing), Eric Cool, Adam Case and Kelly IVIIite. 

WATCH 
FOR THE 

1998 
GRADUATION 

ISSUE 
COMING SOON! 

T ea m , 
coac h e d 
by Glenn 
Howard, 
w e r e 
c ro w n e d 
SA State 
C h a m 
Pion s . 
T h e 
Re d s kin s 
w e r e 
r a n ke d 
fifth in the 
nation by 
USA To-
day. 

Members of the 8th Grade Rotary Interact Club proudly display their Unity Quill. 
From left are Ashley Angleton, ]osll Cook, Superintendent Dr. Catlly Burden, spon· 
sor Mama Ewing, Christy Friesen, sponsor Site/ley Zevnik, Chandra /lfcGecltie and 
Brandi Mapes 

Essay Contest 

Senior Cheryll Gladdish placed thir d in 
the German-American Society of Tulsa 
essay contest. German language s tu
dents at the High School and 
Intermediate High once again placed 
firs t in the Sweepstakes category for 
overall best school a t the annual 
Germanfes t at Oklahoma Baptis t 
University. Union has placed first at 
this s tatewide contes t seven of the las t 
eight years. German teachers are Chris 
Guckian and Rosemary Holt. 

Swimming 

The Union Gir ls swimming and diving 
team took third place in recent s tate 
competition and also received an 
Academic Achievement Certificate. 
Diver James Wells placed second in the 
boys division. Coach David Lynn was 
voted the Boys Coach of the year. 

Natio~Jal Honor Society president Tltalia Kwok (riglll) presents a clleck for 51,791.22 
rigllt) Eastern Oklalloma Perinatal Center Medical Director Dr. Neal Goldberg, clinical marna,~en 
Sl1annon Filore and nurse Eileen Chavez. The 40·bed unit cares (or an average of 30 ·35 infallls 

lime. The money will be used by the EOPC and the neonatal itllensive care unit a t St. Francis ro 
isolette covers, viewing mirrors, cameras and infant swings. 
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New Administrators Prepare for the Upcoming School Year 
When the 1998-1999 school year begins, 
six new administrators will fill positions 
vacated through transfers or retire
ments. 

Dr. Jim ]ones was 
named the district's 
Assis tant Superin
tendent for Curricu
lum and Instruction 
at the April 13 
Board of Education 
meeting. In making 
her recommenda-

Dr. Jim Jones tion, Superinten-
dent Dr. Cathy Burden said Dr. Jones 
was selected for the position from more 
than 70 applicants. 

jones joined the adminis trative staff at 
Union in 1994 as Director of Elementary 
Curriculum. His 31 years experience in 
public education includes four years as 
Director of Curriculum at Jenks; 12 
years as a middle school principal, two 
years as a junior high principal, six 
years as an elementary principal, and 
three years as an elementary teacher in 
Blackwell Public Schools. 

jones received his bachelor's degree in 
elementary education and his master's 
degree in educational adminis tration 
from Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University in Alva. He earned his doc
torate in educational administration and 
higher education from Oklahoma State 
University. 

Filling the elementary curriculum vacan
cy created by Dr. jones' promotion is 
Dr. Kathleen Workman. Dr. Workman 
has been employed as Director of 

t · .. ~.·~· 
1,-, . . . . . 

· - . 

~ 
~· 

Dr. Kathleen 
Workman 

Personnel for 
Curriculum and 
Instruction at Ponca 
City Public Schools 
since 1995. She 
also spent six years 
as an elementary 
school principal 
there after teaching 
music in Ponca City, 
Fort Smith and 
Alma, Arkansas, 

schools. Dr. Workman received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Arkansas 
Tech University, her Master of Music 

egree from Emporia State University 
.md her Doctor of Education degree 
from Oklahoma State University. 

Frank Duncan, formerly principal at 
the Eighth Grade Center, will assume the 

responsibili ties of Director of Sec
ondary Curriculum. 

Duncan j oined the 
district in january 
1995 as an assistant 
principal at the High 
School. Prior to 
that, he was em
ployed as depart
ment head and cur
riculum coordinator 

Frank Duncan in Lawrence, Kansas, 
and taught in j enks Public Schools for 
13 years; Ozark and Nixa, Missouri, 
schools for four years; and Tulsa Public 
Schools for eight years. He earned his 
bachelor's degree in education from the 
University of Tulsa and his master's in 
biology from Michigan State University. 
Duncan was selected to replace Charles 
Claunts, who retired at the end of the 
school year. 

Taking the helm at the Eighth Grade 
Center will be Kin Hartzler. Hartzler 
originally joined the Union district in 
1986 as a history teacher, assistant boys 

basketball coach 
and head boys ten
nis coach. After a 
three-year stint with 
Bixby Schools as a 
teacher and head 
boys basketball 
coach, he returned 
to Union as an assis
tant principal at the 

Kirt Hartzler Intermediate High 
and has served as an assistant principal 
at the High School since 1997. Hartzler 
earned his bachelor's degree from 
Evangel College in Springfield, Missouri, 
and his master's from Northeastern 
State University. 

]arod Mendenhall will replace Hartzler 
as assistant principal at the High School. 
Mendenhall is currently assistant princi
pal at Bartlesville High School. Before 
moving to Bartlesville, he taught 
American History and was an assistant 
football coach at Union Intermediate 
High from 1994 to L997 and at Sapulpa 
junior High from 1991 to 1994. He 
received his bachelor's and master's 
degrees from 1\ortheastern State 
University. 

Susan Crowder has been named as 
principal at Darnaby Elementary to 
replace Linda Carr who retired at the 
close of the school year. Ms. Crowder 
has served as an assistant principal at 

the Sixth/Seventh 
Grade Center since 
she joined the dis
trict in 1996. Prior 
to that, she was an 
assis tant elemen
tary principal in 
Edmond Public 
Schools and has 

.. 

If-
taught in Edmond, Susan Crowder 
j enks and Lawton. 
She received her bachelor's degree from 
Cameron University and her master's 
from Southwestern State University. 

John Chargois will join the administra
tive team at the Union Sixth/ Seventh 

Grade Center as an 
assistant principal, 
replacing Susan 
Crowder. Chargois 
taught earth science 
at the Union Eighth 
Grade Center and 
was an assis tant 
football coach and 

John Chargois varsity girls tennis 
head coach. He 

earned his bachelor 's degree from the 
University of Tulsa and is completing 
classes for his master's in school admin
istration from Northeas tern State 
University. 

Eighth graders Carrie Thompson and 
Stephanie Bryan participated in Student
Teacher Exchange Day at the 8th Grade 
Center. Members of tile National junior 
Honor Society worked with teachers to p lan 
lessons, then took over reaching classes for a 
day. 
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Porn Squads and Drill Teams Rake In Awards 

p 0 

s q u 
competed 
in the American 
Spir it Champion-
ships, receiving third 
place in their first
ever competition. 
Soloists Kristy 
Dodson and Kristen 
Laidlow received sec
ond and seventh place 

Members of the 8th grade Porn Squad rook honors at the American 
Spirit Championships in Edmond. 

trophies. Other participants included 
Amber Bailey, jennifer Douthit, 
Autumn Ford, Britni Jaudon, Laura 
Kemp, Chrissy Liniger, Mindi Moses , 
Melissa Prevette, Erin Stands, Laura 
Traylor, Valerie Voss, Kristy Ward and 
Holly Williams. 

Members of the 9th grade Shining Stars 
Drill team, coached by Melissa Baddley, 
won top honors in every category at the 
Starmakers '98 Drill Team Competition 
in Ft. Smith, Arkansas. Both the team 
and the officers received the highest 
awards given for all their performances 
-- the Circle of Stars and the Perfect 

Entertainer Roy Cla rk surrounds himself with the right people .. Roy Clark Elemenrary students dur
ing the sclwol's 20th Anniversary Homecoming. 

Sweepstakes. The team also receivec' 
top awards for technique, choreography 
and showmanship, as well as a first 
place award for their jazz routine. 

The Shining Stars officers received the 
highest award for their jazz and lyrical 
routines and awards for technique and 
choreography. Sarah Carter was named 
Miss junior Starmaker, the top junior 
dancer, and Devon james was a finalist. 
The duo of Lauren Christoffersen and 
Marissa Fuhrmeister won a second
place award. 

Shining Stars officer~ 
(le(l to right) j essica 
Waesch, Jamie Lloyd, 
]ami Mullikin, Debar· 
ah Pense, Kylie Cox 
and Lauren Carr. 

Roy Clark Celebrates 
Twenty Years 

Clark Elementary celebrated its twenti
eth anniversary April 17 with a visit 
from country music entertainer Roy 
Clark. Members of the Student Council 
rolled out the red carpet for his arrival. 
Mr. Clark attended an all-school assem
bly featuring a teacher skit parodying 
his long-running television show "Hee
Haw," a performance by the school's 
select vocal group, the Sparkletones, 
and an appearance by the Union 
Highsteppers Drill Team, who are also 
celebrating their 20th anniversary this 
year. The highlight of the assembly was 
Clark's guitar rendition of "Malaguena." 

Mr. Clark toured the school, visited 
classrooms and signed hundreds of 
autographs before joining the teacher, 
for a luncheon. At the close of the 
school day, current and former faculty 
and staff, administrators and Clark 
alumni gathered for a reception and 
shared memories. 



.. 
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Cafeterias Celebrate 
Oklahoma School Lunch 

Week 

Union's Child Nutrition workers cele
brated Oklahoma School Lunch Week in 
April with special activities each day. 

Rhonda Ope/a, assistanl cafeteria manager at 
the Intermediate High, was ready to rock 

round the clock on Fifties' Day. 

Fifties' Day found workers in poodle 
skirts, saddle oxfords and pompadour 
hairdos, while golden olclies played in 
the background. On Tulsa Zoo Day, s tu
dents enjoyed safari-shaped chicken 
and animal potatoes. The next day was 
Alphabet Day with vegetable soup and 
potatoes shaped like letters of the 
alphabet. 

On Thursday -- no, it wasn't the New 
York Yankees, but members of the 
Union High baseball team who visited 
elementary schools during lunch hour. 
Friday was Grandparents' Day at many 
of the elementary sites, and workers 
served 711 special guests. Throughout 
the clistrict, child nutrition workers rou
tinely serve over 8,000 meals each day. 

the Communicator 
The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub· 
lished bi-monthly by Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. !29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. It 
is issued to patrons of the Union Public School 
District free of charge. Dr. Cathy Burden is 
Superintendent of Schools. Gretchen Haas-

ethell is Communications Director/ Editor. 
The Communicator staff includes janie 
Froman and Beverly Thummel. Periodicals 
postage paid at Tulsa. OK. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to The Communicator, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or 
call 459·3305. 

Foundation Awards 
Grants & Scholarships 

The Union Schools 
Education Foundation 
has announced the 
names of its 1997-98 
grant recipients. Twenty
two grants totaling 
$7,920.98 were given to 
23 different teachers at 
eleven of the dis trict's 15 
sites. The classroom pro
jects were selected from 
81 applications and 
range from 
$90 to the 
maximum 
amount of 
$500. 

Recipients 
and their 
projects 

.... Oh My!; Stacey Roggendorff & 
Natalie Peugh (6th Grade) Birds, Bees, 
Flowers and Trees & Habitat Haven; Kirk 
Fridrich (7th Grade) eMate Sensors; 
jennifer Spielmann (7th Grade) eMate 
Sensors; Paula Baugher (8th Grade) Site 
Levels for Con touring; Brent Butler (8th 
Grade) Meclia Productions Video Editing 
Station; Donna Hardway (Intermediate) 
Using the Zip Drive to Condense 
Projects; Sharon Trogdon 
(Intermediate) Mathema tical Connec-

include: jenger Baker 
(Andersen) Making Math 
Meaningful; Linda 
Maxwell (Beevers) Go Fly 
A Kite & Tell Me A Story; 
Linda Montgomery 
(Beevers) Wormania; Pat 
Foreman, Shelia johnson, 
Susan McClain, Donna 
Pippin & principal Nancy 

The Union Schools Education Foundation awarded $500 
Distinguished Service Recognition Scholarships to seniors ·Iilake 
Connelly, Alexia Iarridis, Adam Wheeless and Michelle Hilton. They 
were the first seniors to be honored with scholarships from the 
Foundation and were cllosen not only for tlreir academic ability but 
for their community invo/venient. 

Poole (Briarglen) The Weather in Our 
Neck of the Woods; Sherri Fair (Clark) 
Life Science Enrichment - Dissections; 
Becky Freeman (Darnaby) First Grade 
Theater; Kayla Cardenas (Peters) ABCs 
of Science Developing Young 
Naturalists; Kathy Harding (Peters) Bug 
Me .... Please; Stacey Roggendorff (6th 
Grade) Fractions, Decimals and Percents 

tions & Applications in the Real World; 
Alicia Abbott (High School) From School 
to Work - Transition Programming for 
Special Needs Students; Lisa Dellinger 
(High School) Living Skills Development 
for the Disabled Student; Pam 
O'Halloran (Districtwide) Sensors for 
Science & Quick Take "Outdoor 
Adventures" in Science. 

Students /eamed all about 
McElroy Manufacturing 
during the annual "Take 
Your Daughter/Son to Work 
Day." Union Chief Financial 
Officer Debra jacoby 
(standing at left) spoke to 
participants about "Career 
Planning" and was later 
given a lesson in how to 
meld pieces of pipe tnllrPt~rPrl 
by McElroy Technical 
Services Specialist Bob Biffle 
(standing at right). Union 
students and moms pictured 
are (clockwise) ]ulee Lee, 
Jenne Lee, Susan Lee 
(McElroy Customer Service 
Representative), Sue Brown 
(Executive Secretary), Bryan 
Brown, Amber Brown and 
Matt Beaman. 
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The PTA Council Cotntnunique 
Anderselt - As this school year comes to a close, we can 
hardly believe it's almost over. We have accomplished many 
things this year with the help of our great group of volunteers. 

We had a wonderful holiday shop, featuring many handcraft
ed and other quality items, without using an outside vendor. 
Not one, but two computers were donated as prizes for our last 
Bingo night. We had more Reflections entries than ever 
before, with the second most entries of any school in the dis
trict. Several hand-painted items from our vel)' own artists 
were auctioned at the Foundation dinner/auction. A commu
nity partnership was begun with Dominos Pizza and 
Albertsons. 

Thirty new, much-needed headphones with volume control 
were purchased for our computer lab. We were also able to 
expand our outdoor classroom, add an aquarium to our 
media center, improve the back of our playground with a new 
basketball/tennis court and soccer nets, and meet many other 
requests from our teachers & staff. May activities included 
Teacher Appreciation Week, Cinco de Mayo, Spirit days, all
school talent show, super kids day & school supplies. 

It has been a great experience for the past two years working 
with parents and teachers alike, stri1•ing to make this world a 
better place for our kids! 

jetmifer Nation & llficbele Hemstreet 
Co-Presidents 

Boe11ers - Another great year at Boevers! Before school 
began, 1ve provided teachers with a Back-To-Schoolluncheon 
complete with gifts and great food for all. We started the year 
with our FASCO fund raiser, T-shirt Sales, Candy Gram Sales, 
Popcom Sales, and Sonic Night. In December we had our fi rst 
Kidz Giftland, where the kids enjoyed buying gifts for family 
and friends. April brought our fantastic camival, which all 
our students enjoyed, and our second Sonic Night. 

Through our successful fund-raising efforts, we purchased a 
new copier for our teachers, staff and PTA use, as well as sup
plies for teachers and students. 

In May we celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week with food 
and lots of gratitude toward the wonderful teachers and staff 
members at Boevers. Our many hard-working volunteers in 
the classrooms, 11~th teachers, on committees, in the work
room and various other needed places were vital. Thanks to 
everyone who has helped make this year a great success! 

KareJ' Sarrall, Vice Presitlent 

Briarglell - We are proud of our Briarglen fan1ily. We have 
an excellent staff, great students and wonderful parent volun
teers. We want to thank them for the support given this year. 
Our PTA has had a successful time 11~th our Spirit Shop where 
students can buy buttons, T-shirts, water bottles, etc., to show 
their Briru-glen spirit. We had a great deal of participation in 
our Briarglen "jog-A-Than," and many of our students also 
too~ part in our Renections program. Our monthly "Fan1ily 
Skate Night" is always fun. The fund raising from the arts 
and crafts fair, Briarglen Run and Fasco were aimed toward 
replacing major portions of our playground equipment. We 
also recognized our staff members through our "Catch the 
Dream" program . 

Vickie llforrisou, President 

Cedar Ridge - Our year began with Kelly Caldwell as our 
PTA President at Cedar Ridge. Kelly became pregnant and 
resigned on the ad1•ice of her doctor, but fortunately, she had 
our year well organized and off to a great start. 

We initiated a Pledge Progrrun at Cedar Ridge this year 
instead of our usual sales-type fund raiser. Pledges were made 
at the start of tl1e school year and donations were collected 

President's Comments 
I am continually pleased to see what an incredible school district Union has become! 
With every passing year, it seems that Union keeps getting better and better. This is 
due most of all to the people involved working hand-in-hand. "People involved" is 
the key, I believe. These include caring, wonderful teachers, support personnel 

including our bus drivers, those working in administration to make our district "run," and our superin
tendent who is leading us so caringly and competently toward the next millcnium. Of course, we can't for
get the people who truly set us apart from the ordinary: the parents and volunteers who give so much of 
their time and talent~. To ;~l of you who work so unselfishly to support our schools and all the activities 
associated with them, I want to thank you on behalf of the Union PTAs. All of us working together are what 
makes Wnion a truly special place to be! 

Some of you may be unfamiliar \vith what the Union PTA Council does. Most importantly, we offer a place 
where representatives from each school, both parents and administrators, come together monthly to com
municate with each other so everyone can stay informed. We offer support and training for the fYfAs and 
their officers of each Union school. In addition, we sponsor tlte Klothcs Kloset for Union families in need 
of children's clothing. We offer a puppet program called Kids on the Block through the elementary school 
counselors. The puppets help the children deal witl1 difficult issues. We have been proud to sponsor the 
beginning and growth of an organization called D-FY (Drug-Free Youth) for our 8th graders through high 
school students. D-FY now has over 1,100 members in Union who have pledged to be drug- and alcohol
free, and we feel they are making a big impact. Through money raised by our t-shirt sales and Track Meet, 
we arc able to offer scholarships to our seniors. Our Catch-the-Dream program recognizes teachers and 
staff each month from every school, nominated by parents or students for doing something extraordinary. 
In February, we host a Bus Driver Appreciation breakfast to honor our drivers. And in conjunction \vith the 
National and State 1'1i\, we sponsor the Reflections contest for our local district. This year we had over 
I ,000 entries in several fine arts and creative categories. I want to profusely thank everyone throughout 
the district who has worked so hard to make all these things happen for our kids. 

Our Council has also been preparing to host tlte State PTA Convention here in November 1998. Tltis 1vill 
be exciting for all of Union's I'TAs and we are looking forward to a tremendous event! 

both semesters. We also started a pizza day in place of popcom 
day. Our T-shirts sales and skating parties were vel)' success
ful, as was our "jock-jam" dance night for students and their 
families. 

Our PTA-approved programs have been most successful due to 
the dedication of our many volunteers and staff. Our P'li\ 
Board is made up of not only parents, but teacher representa
tives from each grade level, specialties, and special seiVices. 
We tmly feel that our unit is a Parent-Teacher organization. 

Lori Bell, President 

Clark - Clark started the year with a new face. New paint, 
new ca~pet and new school colors. A marquee was purchased 
along with a walking track for all to enjoy. A new 4th/5th 
grade playground is being planned with hopes of installation 
next year. Our 20th year anniversal)' was celebrated on April 
17 with a special visit from Roy Clark. 

School supplies, memberships, Cowboy Capers, skating par
ties, Renections, Dmg Awareness IVeek, safety patrol, honor 
roll assemblies, spelling bee, school '!:shirts and sweatshirts, 
Student Council candy grams and our vel)' own school store 
were all successful, thanks to tl1e efforts of mru1y volunteers. 

New teachers receil·ed a moneta')' gift to purchase supplies for 
their classrooms. Clark·s Teacher of the Year, Kristy Skidmore, 
also received a gift of money for her classroom. Teacher 
Appreciation Week was celebrated with a banquet and lots of 
thanks for our vel)' special teachers. Each day the children 
showed their appreciation with special gifts and thoughts. 

The Student Council and P'li\ sponsored a HUMAN-I-TEES 
fund raiser with the proceeds going to beautify our school and 
our first-ever FifTH GRADE DANCE!! 

Kare11 Brakey 
U11i01z Cotmcil Preside11t 

The Clark P'li\ board would like to thank all who donated 
their time, energy and efforts in making Clark a wonderful 
place to leam. 

Teresa Beartlet~ll/cCuire 
& llficbelle Nickols 

Dama/Jv - Thanks to so many Damaby parents who made 
this year a successful one. From thejog-a-Thon in October to 
the Celebration of Writing in April we have enjoyed a year of 
seiVice, academic enrichment and lots of fun! We were able to 
purchase maps for the classrooms, mats for tlJC gymnasium 
ru1d m~my other items to be used next year. 

The biggest news is the "changing of the guard" in the prin
cipal position. Congratulations to Linda Carr on her retire
ment. She has been such a wonderful and gracious adminis
trator! Her character has been a great example to all of us. We 
wish the vel)' best for her. I believe it will be our loss and her 
grandchildren's gain! 

We are excited to welcome Susan Crowder. We are proud of the 
Principal Search Committee for doing such a tremendous job 
in selecting her. We're looking forward to gelling to know her 
and supporting her in this importrull administrative role. 

I've enjoyed seiVing as the PTA President this year. Damaby 
Elemental)' is a great place to be! 

Donua Burcb, President 

Grove- It has been a vel)' enriching year for Robert B. Grove 
P'li\. All of our committees were involved throughout the year 
to uphold PTA's goals, to support, to assist and encourage our 
parents, children and community. 
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Communications 
Tower Now Up at 

Union ESC 

Union Places Second in Corporate Challenge 

Construction is finished 
on a 120-foot tower at 
the Union Education 
Service Center, 5656 
South 129 East Avenue. It is 
behind building "C" at the 
southwest end of the ESC 
complex. The tower is the 
central hub to Union's 
Wide-Area Network 

More than 390 district 
employees helped Union 
win 2nd place in its divi
s ion in the 13th annual 
Corporate Challenge. This 
year's realignmen t of divi
s ions placed Union in 
Division VI. 

(WAN). A microwave antenna is at the 
top of the tower with twelve circular 
dishes which, once other components 
are completed, will transport voice, 
data and video communications among 
all Union schools. A powerful 
microwave system will be used to man
age the voice, data and video. 

Rich Thompson (IHS) and 
Emily Warren (HS) took 
first place medals in the 
Men's and Women's 
Basketball Shootouts; jack 
Chamberlin (7th) placed 
first in the Men's 1,250 
Meter Row; Lori Randall 
(McAuliffe) and jason Jarman third grade reachers Kim Wolfe and Melissa Walker gel 

ready for rhe SK Fitness Walk. Pittenger (IHS) teamed for 
first in the 60-yard Sprint Relay, and 320 place cyclis ts were Shelia Johnson 
s triders put Union in the top spot in the (Briarglen) and Donna Smith (6th/ 7th). 

A pilot system has been operational 
since October 1997. Now, with the new 
tower, the target date for all classrooms 
to be connected to the WAN is the end 
of this coming October. The WAN will 
provide Internet, video conferencing 
and expanded telephone service to 
every building in the district. In addi
tion, plans are being made to move 
radio antennas for the Operations and 
Transportation departments to the top 
of the tower to increase their range. 

Fitness Walk. The unstoppable Tug-of
War team -- julie Brungardt (7th), John 
Chargois (8th), Kirk Fridrich (7th), 
Angie Green (7th), Scott Pennington 
(6th/7th), Leslie Schlegel (IHS), Wade 
Standley (lliS), Rich Thompson (IHS) 
and coach Dr. Clark Ogilvie (lliS) -
placed firs t again this year. 

Jerald Williams (ESC) and Brenda 
Rollins (Briarglen) took gold medals in 
the Men's and Women's lOK bike races, 
and Paula Surface (6th/7th) received a 
s ilver for her second-place finish. Third 

Cedar Ridge studenrs Corey Hill, Krysten Dell, Paige jones and Hillary Hudsperl1 join Cindy and 
Larry Smirh in planling a rree in the school's our door classroom. The tree, a butterfly release and 
or her Earth Day acliviries were dedicated to rhe memory of rile Smilh's son Cory, a former Cedar 
Ridge student who was killed in an accidenral shooting last August. Cory Smith loved to backpack, 
hike and swim, and releasing butterflies was one of his favorite things to do. The Redbud as well 
as a red metal bench and a memorial plaque were made possible witl1 contributions from t11e 
school activity fund, the Cedar Ridge PTA and the Cedar Ridge Village Homeowners Association. 

Oarnaby's Rowena Hall took first in the 
Women's 5K Run; Gaea Williams (7th) 
finished second and Mary Ann Davis 
(6th) took third in their respective age 
divisions, and Mike Taylor (HS) finished 
second in the Men's 5K. Taylor took 
second again in the Men's Mile, as did 
Eric Moon (lliS). Third place miler. 
were David Reynolds (8th) and Jerala 
Williams (ESC). 

Sanctioning Applications 
Are Due July 15, 1998 

A s tate law requires that funds collect
ed by s tudent and parent/ teacher orga
nizations must fall under School 
Activity Fund regulations unless the 
organization is exempted by the Board 
of Education. Union's Board Policy 
#1005, Booster Club/ PTA Sanctioning, 
provides guidelines for organizations 
seeking exemption. 

Groups or booster clubs which are par
ent-run or parent-sponsored are eligible. 
Groups which are not affiliated with or 
sponsored by the dis trict, even though 
their name may include "Union," are not 
covered under the law. 

Organizations must reapply for sanc
tioning each fiscal year by submitting 
their applications to the Chief 
Financial Officer by July 15. Forms 
may be obtained from the Uni01 
Education Service Center. A financial 
class for representatives of groups 
applying or approved for sanctioning is 
being planned for early fall. 
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PTA Communique Continued: 

During pre·enrollment, school supplies were available to par
ents, as were PTA memberships, school directories and 'I~ 
hirts. The fall staned ofT with our Eagle Run, a favorite 

among all panicipants. The Eagle Run is our major fund 
raiser, and parental suppon always makes this event a success. 
In October, PTA sponsored a Sonic Teacher Car-hop Night. 

l11is year our PTA staned a community development program 
with Albertsons as our sponsor. This program will give back to 
the community a percentage of purchases made at Albertsons 
by Grol'e parents. We plan to expand this program and others 
in the coming year. 

Skating panics 1vere full of fun for students, families and 
teachers. Another successful family promotion was our Friday 
night bingo. Spirit days, such as 1\vinkie Day and Crazy Hal 
Day, ll'ere received with excitement. Activities continued 
through the winter months with Grove's Ice Cream Social 
proving to be anotlter success. 

School safety was a continuing concern for all staff and par
ents. PTA made every effon to keep our children safe by coop
erating 1vith staff, using walkie-talkies, check-in at the front 
desk, and chaining off traffic flow through playground areas. 

This year the P1i\ purchased Character Counts banners, a fish 
tank and a mascot unifonn for the school. The students had 
a contest to nan1e the new eagle mascot 1vith "Baldwin" 
selected as the 1vinning entry. 

Through the hard work of all our fund-raising committees, 
we exceeded our projected school donations. These donations 
were divided among tl1e teachers, specialty teachers, nurse 
and counselor to ensure the whole student body benefited 
from the donations. PTA also paid for all fifth grade students 
to panicipate in a CPR program and become cenified CPR 
cardholders. 

t was an extremely supponive and innovatil'e rear by all 
.'Ommittecs working hard to promote the goals of PTA and in 
bonding teachers, parents and students. TI1anks to all Gro\'1! 
parents for your wonderful suppon. 

Atma Adams & Larry Kemper Jr. 
Co-Presltle11ts 

Larma11 - jam1an PTA has had another very successful year, 
but not without a lot of hard work by a l'ery dedicated group 
of volunteers. \Ve are I 'Cry fonunate at jannan to have such 
entlmsiastic parental suppon. 

Our year got ofT to a II'Onderful stan with a "Welcome Back" 
breakfast for the teachers, school supplies delivered to tl1e 
school, cool-looking 1~shin designs, new parent meetings on 
the first day of school and a great PTA membership drive. 

From there, ll'e moved into our fund-raising efforts, with suc
cessful ventures on the SCHOO[.) NOW coupon book sales, 
j.C.Penney Shopping E1'ent, and our sixth annual jog-a
Thon. Due to the over.vhelming suppon of the parents and 
community, II'C 11-ere able to give a large donation to our 
Science Enrichment Committee. 

Some of the activities sponsored by jannan PTA included a 
fascinating demonstration by the Yo-Yo Man, junior Great 
!looks classes, Red Ribbon Week events, Teacher and Bus 
Dril'er Appreciation, Reflections, dissection of sharks and 
other creatures, our second Young Author's Conference, a 
Sock-Hopping good time at our social!dance, visits by 
Benjamin Franklin and the Omniple.x Earth Bus, Driller Day, 
and monthly skate nights and popcom days. 

erving as president for jannan PTA was cenainly enjoyable 
due in large pan to the fantastic suppon of tl1e parents ;md 
staff at our school. The next school year promises to be as pos
itive and rewarding. 

Cnroly11 Gates, Preslde11t 

llfcAulifle - We have enjoyed a very successful year of PTA 
activities at McAuliffe! We staned the )'ear with Bingo Night. 
The prizes ll'ere fabulous and the last-game 1vinner came 
away with a $350 cash pot! jog-a-Thon was a success 1vith 
many prizes and wonderful trophies. Our sixth annual Arts 
;md Crafts show was in November, and children shopped for 
their families at our annual Kidz Giftland. Winter was bright
ened with our second annual McAuliffe McCarnival. 
McAuliffe 's .Radical Rodeo wa; the theme, and Cowpokes tried 
their luck 'at 30 games including lasso toss, cowboy boot 
beanbags and rodeo round-up. We cont.inued spring family 
fun witl1 anotl1er Bingo night and Mo\ulifTe night at the 
Drillers. 

With the generous funds earned this year, we have allocated 
money for classrooms, clubs and the building. JYii\ funds tl1is 
year have purchased large wall maps for tlte clac;srooms, laree 
relief globes, math manipulatives, VCRs, hardbound reading 
books, safety patrol raincoats, counters, thematic unit books, 
visual aids, Reflections trophies, printing of II'Orksheets, stor
age bins ... tlte list goes on and on. 

McAuliffe PTA was also proud to allocate funds to the Vision 7 
Space Shuffie project housed at McAuliffe. The Vision 7 pro
ject allows students to panicipate in space missions from 
launch to touchdown in a realistic space shuttle cockpit. 

As always, iYI'A members ha1-e provided hours and hours of 
volunteer help as testing monitors, reading helpers, media 
volunteers, workroom volunteers ... tl1is list goes on and on 
as ll'ell! McAuliffe parents (and grandparents!) are 1·ery gen
erous witlt tl1eir time! Thanks to all who hal'e helped make 
this )'Car such a success!! 

Dorotby Harkrider, Preslde111 

Pelers - As the parents, teachers and students of Peters 
Elementary look back on tlte 1997-1998 school year, 1ve can 
be proud of the many achievements and contributions II'C at 
Peters have made to the Union School District Our Red 
Ribbon campaign, "Peters Panthers Slamming Back at 
Drugs," helped kick ofT Red Ribbon Week and was featured on 
Good Moming Oklahoma. Students panicipated in an old 
fashioned "car bash," raising S379.00, which was donated to 
Union's D-~1' program. 

Thanks to the over.vhelming suppon of parents, teachers and 
volunteers, "Disco Nights at Peters" carnival was a major suc
cess. Peters' PTA made donations to the 'l\1lsa Police 
Memorial Fund and the Shannon Wright Scholarship Fund, 
in memory of the jonesboro teacher who sacrificed her life 
protecting her students. The fimmcial suppon of our school 
community also enables us to aid tl1e district in keeping our 
schobl up to date in a changing world. It has been a reward
ing experience serving as PTA president for the past two years. 
M;my thanks to all the volumeers, committee chainnen, par
ents and teachers on a job well done. 

Elle11 Bt1mes, Preside11t 

U11lmE 60/b Grade Ce11ter - Tragedy and triumphs 
made us realize our priorities. Children's independent mind
set and parents' harried schedules all stopped. We remem
bered kids are precious and our time 1vitl1 tl1em is shon. 

Trees were plamed to show our hope for the future, rutd mem
ories of Wade Ch:1pman, Cory Smith, Susanne Fluke and 
Kathryn Fluke will live with all that knew them.josh Hudson's 
vigil is ongoing. 

1\veh'e-hundred and eighty-eight supponers, including e1·ery 
faculty member, joined our 6l7th PTA, ru1d guest member
ships were sent to our senators ru1d representatives. On Back 
to School night, II'C hosted a voter registration booth. Drug
Free Week featured race cars and testimonials daring e1'eryone 
to think about their actions. 

Seventh grade had three dances and sixth grade had a Bell's 
Night. The Fox 23 weather man hosted Bingo, and receptions, 
pizza, ice cream, popsicles and cookies marked special awards 
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and 1vinners throughout the year. 

Three teacher appreciation luncheons were sponsored, and 
the 6l7tlt was represemed on Council, School lloard and dis
trict committees. We spoke with the Governor twice, and a sev
enth grade parent chaired the successful Foundation 
Celebration. 

"Even if you are on the right track, you will get run over if you 
just sit there." -Will Rogers. No one involved 11itl1 tl1e 6/7th 
Grade Center sits still for long. 

Beuila Atlams, Preslde111 

Eigbtb Grade Ce11ler - \X11at ru1 exciting year 11c had. It 
was an honor to have worked with such a wonderful group of 
teachers and ~laff. 

We staned the year by holding a "Back to School" luncheon 
for the teachers ru1d staff. Throughout the rear we held four 
very successful dances and pizza parties. Also, two e.xtracur
ricular activities -- ;m Eightl1 Grade night at Golf World and 
a night of ice skating at the Hockey Coliseum --were a lot of 
fun. 

All of the P1i\ activities and ser.ices to the school would not 
have taken place without the volumeers. I would like to gi1'e 
my sincere gratitude and a big Thank You to all who volun
teered this year at tl1e Eighth Grade Center. 

Lea A1111 Atlkl11s, Presideftt 

ltltermetflale Higb School - This year has been a I'Cry 
successful year at the 1-High. It staned 1vith the I'TSA lloard 
ll'eicoming the faculty back to school at a breakfast seJVed by 
our hospitality commiuee. Our membership committee ran a 
l'ery successful membership drive and rewarded the 1vinning 
classes with panics. The PTSA Board continued to work hard 
to meet the needs of the school and scr.'C where1-er we ll'ere 
needed. Due to tl1e success of our fund raisers, every dcpan
ment 1vill receil-e se1-eral items tl1ey requested. l11e PTSA will 
also help furnish benches for tl1e counyard near tlte an rooms 
for use as ru1 outdoor classroom. All these purchases ll'ere 
made possible by all of us working togetl1er. Thank you, stu
dents, parents and teachers for buying pizza for lunch, stu
dent directories and joining the PTSA. 

\Ve had two \\'ell-attended unit meetings this year. Instead of 
having our meetings on Bingo nights, we held our fall meet
ing on Curriculum night and the spring meeting featured a 
perfonn;mce by tlte vocal music department. The PTSA lloard 
is a wonderful group of hard-working parents who have 
quickly volunteered to meet the challenge of making this rear 
a success. Thank rou for being so supponi1-e ru1d making my 
job so e;ISy. Dr. Ogih•ie, Mr. Bible, Mr. Bushyhead, Ms. jones 
and the faculty have been very supponi1'e ru1d helpful to me; 
thank you. 

Ire11e CtiS/ell, Preslde11t 

lligb Scbool -One of the treasures about P1i\ is tradition. 
Each year, activities are repealed and ru10ther brick is added to 
the foundation laid many years before. At the lligh School, 
many of the P1'SA traditions are carried on year to rear. Yet, 
ru10ther tre;ISurc of l''li\ is the ability to grow and change. As 
the population of our High School grows (look at the new 
addition to our building) we must look for ways to meet the 
needs of the students and the faculty. The challenge this )'Car 
was to mailllain tradition. Tite challenge next year will be 
fine-tuning the tradition to accommodate a larger student 
base. The l'olunteers at the High School make this task fun 
with creatii'C ideas and heans full of IOI'C for tl1ose at tlte High 
School. We really appreciate the people in1·olved at the high 
school level and the hours it takes to make the PTSA run 
smoothly. We look for.vard to the challenges of the future. 

Dorma llllllicatl, Preslde111 
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A Union Student's Perfect SAT Score Is just The Beginning 
It is not often that a student 
scores a perfect 1600 on the 
SAT college entrance exam, and 
it's even more uncommon when 
the student is only in 11th 
grade. Even so, Union High 
School junior Eric Millican does
n't see himself as extraordinary. 

"It's one of those things I wor
ried about -- that maybe I just 
got lucky." A few months later, 
however, Eric took the ACT col
lege entrance exam and earned 

·r 35 out of a possible 36 points. 

to read music as well as to play 
by ear. Now he hopes to learn 
German II on his own so that he 
can test out of it and enroll in 
German III this fall. "It's been 
like watching a butterfly 
emerge," Donna explained. "He 
has a humble acceptance and 
maturity about his talents that 
we just marvel at." 

It was then that his father, Don 
. Millican, asked him if he still 
~ .thought his test scores were a 

fluke. "No, I understand now," 
Eric replied, as if to say he 
'.new his talent was a gift to be 

used wisely. 

Union junior Eric Millican and High School principal Dave Stauffer dis· 
cuss the many higher·educarion options available to Eric after he scored 
a perfect 1600 on the SAT college entrance exam. 

Eric attributes much of his test
taking skill to his speech and 
debate experiences which began 
in eighth grade. Since then he 
has attended summer debate 
camps in Michigan and 
Kentucky and has won an 
impressive array of state and 
regional accolades. "I hope to 
compete nationally my senior 

According to his mom Donna, when Eric 
was too young to go to school, he kept 
busy by playing board games, taking 
turns moving each player's piece him
self. Once in school, good grades came 
easily for him. 

In the last two years, the Millicans have 

watched their son's awareness and con
fidence grow. "A turning point was 
when Eric was 15," Donna recalled. "He 
came home from a church-sponsored 
camp wanting to build a sand volleyball 
court in our backyard. Don told Eric he 
would be on his own, and if he started it, 
he would have to finish it." 

Clark Elementary Assistant Principal Keith Hemenway (left), Principal 
Becky Hale and Union 's Coordinator of Community Partnerships, Rose 
Lambert (far right) join in congrantlat'ing Clark volrmteer Harrier Keck 
after she was selected the ]. C. Penney Education Volunteer of rite Year. 
She was nominated by Leslie Edwards, the reacher whose class she works 
in four days a week. 

By that afternoon, 
Eric and a friend 
were measuring, 
calculating, dig
ging and on the 
phone negotiating 
with sand compa
nies. In jus t over a 
week, volleyball 
games were in full 
swing in the 
Millican's back
yard. "We were all 
surprised, and I 
think Eric felt 
empowered that 
he did it himself," 
said Mrs. Millican. 

Later Eric wanted 
to learn how to 
play the piano, so 
he taught himself 

year," said Eric. 

The Millicans will soon be making cam
pus visits, trying to find a small-to
medium size liberal arts college. "I real
ly like math and history, so I'm consid
ering an undergraduate degree in eco
nomics or political science," said Eric. 
"Then I may go to law school or earn an 
MBA. I don't know yet," he said. 

Eric still has his senior year to decide 
and will no doubt be hearing from a 
number of prestigious schools through
out the country. In any case, Eric con
cludes, "Wherever I go, I'll worry about 
doing well and will want to make sure 
that I can use what I learn when I'm 
ready to enter the business world." 
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New PTA Officers 
1998-1999 

PTA Council: President - Karen Brakey, Vice President -
Lorri Williams, Treasurer - Patti Wolfe, Secretary - Nancy 
Swanson 

Union HiKb School: President- Donna Millican, Vice 
President - Suzette Baker, Treasurer - Debbie Conklin, 
Secretary - Pam Byers, Council Delegate - Chris Uniger 

lntennediate High School: President · Lee Ann 
Adkins, Vice President - Suzanne Guy, Treasurer - joy 
Sober, Secretary - Lorri Williams, Council Delegate · Chris 
Liniger 
Eighth Grade Center: President - Benita Adams, Vice 
President - Suzette Baker, Treasurer - LaVon Ruedy, 
Secretary - Sharon Forbes, Council Delegate - Kim Ford 

6th/7th Grade Center: President - Dorothy Harkrider, 
Vice President- Dwana Spikes, Treasurer- Cheryl Van'l\.tyl, 
Secretary - Helen Smith, Council Delegate - Carol 
Willian1s 
Peters Elementary: President - Melanie Webb, Vice 
President - Debra Carroll, Treasurer - Lee Ann Tejeda, 
Secretary- Debbie Egnor, Council Delegate- Pan1 Zachary 

McAuliffe Elementary: President - Irene Castell, Vice 
President - Terry jones, Treasurer - Beverly Laubach, 
Secretary - Susan Sunday, Council Delegate · Ellen 
Thiessen 
Iannan Elementary: President - LaVon Ruedy, Vice 
President - jeannette Amon, Treasurer - Kim Kramer, 
Secretary - Shelby Smith, Council Delegate · Connie 
Edwards 
Grove Elementary: President - Larry Kemper, Jr., 
President-Elect - Cassandra Viles, Vice President- Kendall 
Roberts, Treasurer - Cheryl Van'l\.tyl, Secretary - Nicki 
Argo, Council Delegate- Laurie Fletcher 
Darnahy Elementary: President - Debbie Carpenter, 
Vice President - Cathy Carney, Treasurer · Carol Leslie, 
Secretary - Candy Matthews, Council Delegate - Dana 
Grogan 
Clark Elementary: President - Sharon Wchenfelder, 
Vice President - Kim Berns, Treasurer - Peggy Brissey & 
Sherri Fair, Secretary -1eresa McGuire, Council Delegate· 
Dorotl1y Harris 
Cedar Ridge Elementary: President- Donna Wooten, 
Vice President - Sheila Mason, Treasurer - Robin Nikkel, 
Secretary - Beth Schmidt, Council Delegate · Lori Bell 

Briarglen Elementary: President - Diana Day, Vice 
President - Melissa King, Treasurer - Mary Kurzyna, 
Secretary - Debra Koeneke, Council Delegate- Glenda Pool 

Boevers Elementary: President - jane Henry, Vice 
President- Debbie Swant-Hess, Treasurer -Gayle Crabtree, 
Secretary- Carol Steele, Council Delegate- Linda jerchau 
Andersen Elementary: President - Linda Dunbar & 
Stephanie Schertz, Vice President - Sally Thomas, 
Treasurer - Suzanne Carolla, Secretary - Cathy Diver, 
Council Delegate - Melinda Phillips. 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 

Twenry-three juniors and seniors were recenrly inducted into Union High School's newly formed 
French National Honor Society, Societe Honora ire de Francais. Inductees were (front row, I. to r.) 
Puja Master, Lauren Clodi and Purvi Shroff; (middle row) Lindsay Aveilhe, Lindsay Nye, Tamya 
Cox, Meredith Robertson, Gaby Lugo, Kori Day, Aaliyah Williams, Hyon ]oo Park and Sheela 
Vardey; (back row) Anna Blanding, Amanda Driggers, Tracy Roberts, Cathy Benton, Amanda 
Barnett, juan Vizcaya, Pete Lawson and A laina Tlwmas. Not picrured are Melinda Love, Cathy 
Love and Deborah Morgan. 

For the third year in a row, Andersen 
Elementary has received the President's 
Physical Fitness Award as well as top 
state honors for having more students 
who qualify for the award than any 
other Oklahoma school. 

Andersen has also been given the 
President's Award for Educational 
Excellence, having had 21 s tudents 
maintaining 4.0 grade averages through
out all of fourth grade and the first 
semester of fifth grade. 

Union junior Caleb Shanahan was selected 
as a member of Team Southwest, an all·star 
ice hockey team. As one of the top 18 high 
school ice hockey players in the southwest· 
em United Stares, Caleb r epresented Team 
Southwest in the 1998 Chicago Showcase 
National Tournament in April. The 
Showcase was designed to bring the best 
players in the country {ace-ro-(ace with 
scouts from every major hockey organiza· 
rion in North America. 


