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Cedar Ridge student Jonathon Heckman 
concentrates on painti ng a pumpkin in 
Kim Beliera's kind ergarten class. Moms 
were there with snacks and help as the stu· 
dents played games and painted. 
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Darnaby second grade r Amy Paschal enjoyed picking 
apples with her classmates when the students took a 
field trip to the Livesay Orchard in Porter in October. 

Darnaby second grader Brandon Rogers 
(above) apprecia ted the wagon ride back to 
the bus after picking his own pumpkin at 
Livesay Orchard. 

Cedar Ridge s tudent Caitlin Goforth (below) 
pu ts the fi nishing touches on her ceramic 
pumpkin in Teresa Bowker's kindergarten 
class. Her painted face was part of her cos· 
rume for the class's fa ll party. 
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Paying Tribute To Ginger, Kathryn and Susanne 
Eleven-year-old Kathryn and 13-year-old 
Susanne Fluke were active, enthusias tic 
s tudents a t the Union Sixth/Seventh 
Grade Center, and Ginger Fluke was an 
involved, supportive morn. Their tragic 
deaths October 17 prompted an over
whelming sense of grief throughout the 
Union community. What followed, 
according to Union Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden, was strong and impressive 
determination to ensure that "the posi
tive spirit which led their lives would be 
remembered as the light they left for us 
to follow." 

With that thought, members of the Union 
Schools Education Foundation and the 
Union Youth Cheerleading Association 
have established the Ginger, Kathryn, 
and Susanne Fluke Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. 

According to Union Youth Cheerleading 
Association Pres ident Robert Martin, the 
fund will be used to es tablish an endow
ment to assist s tudents in a number of 
ways. "Our vision is for this to be more 
than jus t a short-term scholarship," 
explains Martin. 

"We'v~ talked about providing traveling 
trophies for outstanding cheerleaders at 
every level to be given at a banquet each 

1997-98 Communications 
Representatives 

Your communication representatives 
play an important role in spreading 
the word about the exciting things 
happening at Union. Let them know 
when you have a story idea. They are: 

And erse n Alycia Pennington, 
Bo.evers - RoseMarie Sondergeld, 
Bnarglen - Betty Mitchell Cedar 
Ridge - Jon Nell Anderson ' & Mary 
Buck, Clark - Stephanie Decker 
Darnaby - Beth Webb, Grove - Ann~ 
Martin, Kim Amyx & Nicki Argo, 
Jarman - Martha Atkins, McAuliffe -
Jamie Ward, Peters - judy Murdock & 
Usa Cooke, 6th - Diane Barker, 7th -
Jenny Spielmann, 8th - Debbie 
Dunham, Intermediate - Diane Monn 
& Michelle Facklam, High School -
Brad Burnham, Alternative School -
T!ffany Holden & Sandra Thompson, 
Fme Arts - Bill Ricci, HS Chorus - Kelly 
Maz~a, Highsteppers - Randy Lewis, 
Varsity Cheerleaders - Janet Pierce 
Band Parents - Rita Crompton, I ndia~ 
Ed - Pamela Lee and Operations - Rex 
Woods & Ken North. 

year. We would like to give scholarships 
annually for those who might need finan
dal assistance to cover the expense of 
uniforms, competition costs and fees. 
And we would also like to be able to offer 
a college scholarship or endowment each 
year," says Martin. 

"Our goal is to raise a s ubs tantial 
amount--in the $2 0,000 to $30,000 
range--enough to have a positive impact 
on a young person's life," Martin says. 
"Parents have expressed a desire to 
donate to the fund as a part of the heal
ing process." 

Students have also expressed a desire to 
give, as demonstrated by members of 

Union's D-FY (Drug-Free Youth) program. 
The more than $1 ,000 they raised by 
working at concession s tands during 
Tulsa's recent air show will be the Fluke 
Scholarship Fund's first official donation. 

For more information about the fund, 
contact Union Schools Education 
Foundation President Melissa Culhane at 
254-0697 or Union Youth Cheerleading 
Association President Robert Martin at 
491-4340. Contributions may be made 
by sending checks (made payable to 
USEF / Fluke Scholarship Fund) to: 

Union Schools Education Foundation 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, OK 74134 

District Forms Alliance With Area Businesses 

u N 1 o N • • The Metropoli•IJ "' tan Tulsa Cham-

:.
• ~ !:~ ber of Com-merce, along 

with M & M 
Lumber Compa

A L L I A N c E ny, Hilti, Inc. , 
and PSO, spon
sored an inau

gural breakfast September 4 on the 
s tage of the Union High School 
Performing Arts Center to officially 
launch the Union Business Alliance. 
Tulsa Mayor Susan Savage, Broken 
Arrow Mayor Jim Reynolds and 
MTCC Chairman George Singer 
joined Union administrators in 
encouraging representatives from 
more than 20 businesses to become 
involved in Union Public Schools. 

The Union Business Alliance pro
vides a framework to develop part
nerships that fit the needs of the 
individual business as well as the 
schools and their various programs. 

Union Commu nity Partners hips Coordinator Rose 
L~mbert watches as Glen Mulready of Community Care 
Signs on the dotted line to become a charter member of 
the Union Business Alliance. 

"Businesses can offer class room speak
ers, tours, job shadowing, internships 
and practical application of classroom 
learning to help instruction relate to 
future employment opportunities," says 
Rose Lambert, Coordinator of Commu
ni ty Partnerships for Union. "ln turn the 
district has teaching expertise, multi-~ur
pose facilities and volunteer student tal
ent to offer businesses and community 
groups." 

The following are Union Business 
Alliance Charter members: Advance 
Alarms, American Traditions, Arkansas 
Valley Sta te Bank, CornmunityCare 
HMO, Doenges Brothers Ford, Ed 
Shanahan with Farmer 's Insurance, Git-

N-Go, Gracemont Baptist Church, Hilti, 
Inc., Home Health Care Providers of 
Oklahoma, ]. C. Penney at Woodland 
Hills, Lester and Associates, M & M 
Lumber, Metropolitan Tulsa Chamber 
of Commerce, PSO, Broken Arrow 
Mayor Jim Reynolds, Tulsa Mayor 
Susan Savage, Subway, State Farm 
Insurance, Target at Woodland Hills , 
Total Valve Sys tems, Trophy and 
Plaqu e Plus, Tu lsa City-County Library 
System, and Two Seed s Company 
Seve~al other companies are setting UJ: 
meetings to form their partnerships. We 
look forward to their participation! 

For more information contact Rose 
Lambert at 459-4689. 

-
~ 
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Operations Personnel Build and Practice Teamwork 

\ newly 
es ta b lis h ed 
award and 
co mp let ion 
of the chal
l e nging 
ropes course 
at Union 
In te r m e di
ate under
score the 
Operations 
Depart
m ent 's 
s tr o n g 
emphasis on 
te amwork. 
The TEAM 
Awards 
Program was 
developed by 
operations 
employees to Operations Department employees have great Union spirit, reinforced by an 

r e C 0 g n i z e annual visit to the ropes course on the Intermediate High campus. (Right) 

and reward Warehouse foreman Perry Martin concentrates before leaping from a 30-foot tele-

0 t h e r ~:;e:e c~~~r~~~ catch a trapeze bar on the final and most challenging element of the 

em plo yees 
or groups of employees demons trating 
outstanding performance and teamwork. 
"TEAM helps improve morale by recog-

·zing those who improve the depart
.nent's service to the s tudents and s taff 

MONDAY TUESDAY 

7 2 
Jarman- PTA Skating Party 
Peters - -vo-vo· Assembly 
Eighth - Bond Concert. 
7:30p.m .• PAC 
UHS - Pep Assembly. 2:09 

of the district," said Director of 
Operations Rex Woods. 

Electrician Gaylon Bevan was honored 
with the first TEAM award in july and 

December 
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

3 4 
IHS- Foreign Language Cedar Ridge -Winter 
Opim House Concert. 3·5th Gr. Choirs @ 

6:30p.m. 
Peters - Popcomi Sicotlng 
6th/7th - 6th Grade Bond 
Concert. 7 p .m. 

High School/ AI ternative Ed. cus
todian John Exendine was the 
honoree in August. Jarman build
ing engineer Steve Bardin was 

named in September and 
most recently recognized 

was carpenter Bob 
Chanley. 

Another team-build
ing activity is 
Operations ' arLnual 
trip to Union's 
Challenge 
Adventure Ropes 
Course, one of the 
largest and best 
outdoor, experi
ence-based educa
tion programs in 

the state. The pro-
gram uses obstacles 

and a series of games 
to develop teamwork 

and individual skills 
that lead to professional, 

academic, and personal suc
cess. The ropes course is available to dis
trict s tudents, patrons and s taff, with 
fee-based customized programs offered 
to area businesses and community orga
nizations. 

FRIDAY SATURDAY 

5 6 
Cedar Ridge- PTA Board Damaby- PTA Arts & Crotts 
Lunch. 11 a .m. Fair at 8th Grode Center. 
Damoby - Transitional 9o.m.·5p.m. 
Classes to Philbrook IHS - FBLA Winter Boll 
UHS- Order Senior Caps & UHS- SAT Test 
Gowns 

I Andersen · Dec. 1-5 ·"Holiday Shop- I Boevers - Dec. 1-5- Santa's Secret Shop 1 Cedar Ridge - Dec. 1- 12- -warm Woolles Drive· 1 I Damoby - Dec. 1·5 ·Fourth Grode Trips to Rose Hill & Dec. l·12 Millen & Hat Tree 

8 9 70 7 7 72 73 
Jarmon - Quarters for Peters - Science Club Peters- 3rd Gr. "England· Boevers - 4th Gr. Musical Brlorglen - Council Oaks IHS - High School Bond 

Carlng • All Grades Assembly Cedar Ridge - Splrlt Trio Performance Croll Fair at IHS. 

PTA Council Luncheon 
Assembly. 2:15p.m .• 41h Cedar Ridge - Winter 9 o .m.·5p.m. 

Boord Meeting 

~~~~l~ 
Gr. Program. 6:30 p .m. Parties. K·5 @ 2:45 p .m. UHS - ACTTest. Winter Boll 

7 PM. ESC Grove- Eagleoire Concert. UHS - Holiday Assembly. 
7:00p.m. PAC. 9o.m. 

~~'r' 
Peters - Winter Party for Last Day f01 CLC Bef01e 

I Eighth Grode- Career Expo Fair. Tulsa I CLC students. 2:45 p .m. Vvlnter Bteold 
UHS - Vocal Music Concert 

75 16 77 
r r 

78 79 20 
Cedar Ridge - Skate Night. Damoby- Rangers & Co. Boevers- Boppln" Bobcat Boevers • Winter Parties Damaby - Rangers & Co. 

6-8:00p.m. performing at PTA. 7 p .m. Mini· tour Grove- Closs Parties. Eagle· and 3rd Gr. Performances 

6th/7th - 7th Grode Bond Jarmon - 3rd Gr. Holidays alre Assembly. 2:45p.m. 6th/7th - PTA Luncheon for 

Concert. 7:00p.m .• Anols Around The World. 1:15pm Jarmon - Winter Parties. 3rd Stoff 
UHS - Orchestra Concert. 6th/7th - Finals Gr. Program 
PAC. 7:30p.m. UHS- Bond Concert. PAC. Peters • Winter Party for - l ast Day of School -

7:30p.m. TLCIK c lasses. 2:45 p.m. 

I WINTER BREAK- December 22-Januory 2. 1998 I 



II 
A Winning Poster for 

A Winning Celebration 

Seniors Kori Day and Gaby Lugo put 
their talents to work for the upcoming 
Union High School Graduation 
Celebration, the annual drug-free, alco
hol-free, alJ-night bash sponsored by the 
High School PTSA. Their poster, "Look At 
Us Now," will be used in publicity for the 

Gaby Lugo (left) and Kori Day smile 
about winning the Graduation 
Celebration poster contest. 

May 15 
event 
to be 
held at 
Union 
Inte r
medi 
a t e 
High 
School. 

T h e 
PTSA 
is look
ing for 
vo lun
teers 
from 
among 
p a r -
ents of 
b 0 t h 

junior and senior class students to plan, 
chaperone, and raise money for the 
Graduation Celebration. Their goal is to 
provide lots of food, music, activities, 
and drawings for nice prizes. If you want 
to help, contact fund-raising chair Sonia 
Horner, 481-6735, or publicity chair 
Murla Seefeldt, 493-2092. 

From the High School 

counselor 
and beau ty 
pageant emcee Brad 
Burnham interviews contestant Wanda Uunior 
Julius Allen) during a spoof of the Miss Jenks 
contest at a Union pep assembly prior to the 
Jenks/ Union football game 

Highsteppers to Host 
National Event 

At least 50 teams from across the United 
States are expected to participate in the 
National Dance Team Competition to be 
held at Union High School February 20 
and 21. Union is the first high school in 
the state to host the national drill team 
event. The Highsteppers are defending 
national champions in the Prop-Novelty 
division and have won 16 s tate champi
onships. 

Sophomore cheerleader Sherri Hays balances on 
a precarious perch during a spirit·filled pep 
assembly at the High School. Union's varsity 
cheerleaders were named champions at the 
Regional contest, and their performance at state 
resulted in a third·place award. 

+ Senior Receives Red Cross Award 
Outstanding leadership and volun
teer service netted Senior Adam 
Wheeless the Youth Services 
Departmental Award from the 
Tulsa Area Chapter of the Ameri
can Red Cross. Red Cross Director 
of Youth Services Clark Jensen 
says Adam has proven to be an 
integral part of the Youth Services 
Department. 

Over the las t year, Adam bas 
joined the First Aid Response and 
Release (FARR) program and taken 
on a leadership role in ACES (After 
Care Education for Students) by 
accepting the position of ACES 
Coordinator at Clark and Grove 
elementaries. He completed train
ing to become certified as a volun-

Adam Wheeless (second from left) receives congratulations for his 
award at the American Red Cross recognition banquet from 
School Programs Coordinator Jennifer Winslow (left); John 
Shaffer, Youth Services Special Projects Coordinator; and Director 
of Youth Services Clark Jensen. 

teer Community First Aid 
Instructor to help train new youth 
volunteers. In May, Adam was 
named FARR Volunteer of the Year 
for his work at first aid stations 
for both Youth Services and Health 
and Safety Services. 

Adam is founder and president of 
the Union High School Red Cross 
Club and was recently elected 
District fV Chair of the American 
Red Cross High School Youth 
Council. 

"Adam has given his heart to Red 
Cross," says jensen. "His reason 
for volunteering is sin1ple ... he sees 
it as a privilege, and he knows he 
is making a difference." 

Octobe~No~mbu,1997 _______________________________ ~ ~ge3 

Takes Off 
at McAuliffe 

A vision shared by six area school dis
tricts is becoming a reality. Students at 
McAuliffe Elementary are getting ready 
to "blast off" in a space shuttle simula
tor. Third grade teacher Jackie Peters 
was instrumental in getting the project 
off the ground. "Students will receive 
hands-on learning in math, science and 
problem solving," says Peters. "This is a 
bold project, unlike anything we've done 
before." 

The project received initial funding from 
the NASA Fellowship Recipients, and 
grants from the Tulsa Education Fund, 
the Williams Companies, district educa-
·onal foundations and PTAs helped keep 
t alive. Volunteers from the six districts 

--Union, jenks, Owasso, Bixby, Muskogee 
and Tulsa -- constructed the shuttles. 

Constructed of a recycled cardboard-like 
material called gridcore, the shuttle is 
lightweight and durable. It will have 
three computers built inside with flight 
simulation for the pilot, co-pilot, two sys
tems analysts and two payload analysts; 
and outside stations will accommodate 
six mission control specialists. Eventual
ly, students from all Union elementary 
schools wilJ have a chance to "fly" the 
space shuttle simulator. 

Union Arts & Crafts Fairs 
1997-98 

December 6 
parnaby PTA. 9-5 , 

@8th Grade Center 
Contact: Kathy DeShane, 254-6692 

December 13 
High School Band Craft Fair, 9-5, 

@ Intermediate High School 
Contact: Beth Walker, 665 -7219 

' 
,March 7 

High School PTSA, 9-5, 
@ High School 

Contact: Marge Raterman, 
258-8131 

Fifth grader Ben Wade made Jarman's Veterans' Day celebration into a family affair by honoring 
his uncle Scott Reddou t, his aunt Julia Reddout and his grandfather James A. Reddout. 

Union to Host 1998-99 State PTA Conference 

The Union PTA Council is already planning and raising money for the state PTA con
ference Union will be hosting next year. One of the most visible examples of their 
fund-raising effort is the sale of a special issue Union Redskin cotton throw blanket. 
The handsome coverlet measures 46" x 68" and is great for football games, or at home 
to hang or use as a blanket. It is available in the traditiona~ Union colors:-red, black 
and gray with natural as its fourth color. To order, check With PTA Council delegates 
at the school site, or contact either Lorri Williams, 254-5460, or Karen Brakey, 250-
9207. 

Night School to Offer Academic Classes 
and Drivers' Education 

Enrollment for the spring session of 
Union Night School is fast approaching. 
Night school offers credit to those stu
dents who lack the required number of 
credits for graduation. Classes are 
offered for grades 9-12 in English, math
ematics, social studies, and science; how
ever, the above classes are only offered 
to those students who have failed a 
semester's credit. A student may take 
two l/2 credit courses in any one ses
sion. Classes meet at the Eighth Grade 
Center from 5-7:00 P.M. and 7-9:00 P.M. 
on Mondays and Wednesdays for twenty
three (23) nights beginning February 2 
and ending April 29. 

Two evening enrollments are planned for 
January 21 and 28 from 5-7:00 P.M. at the 
Eighth Grade Center, 6501 S. Garnett. 

Drivers' Education is also offered. Ninth 
grade students must be 15 l/2 by 
February 2, 1998, and tenth grade stu
dents must be 15 by that same date. Birth 
certificates must be presented at the 
time of enrollment. 

The cost of these t\'.'0 programs are: 

Academic Classes - $95.00 per .5 credit, 
Drivers' Education - $130.00. Payment 
·must be made at the time of enrollment. 

Please don't delay in enrolling as classes 
are formed by enrollment and needs of 
our students. 

For any additional information, contact 
Sallie Rose Jones at UlHS 254-8644 or 
461-4260. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly by Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. 
It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy 
Burden is Superintendent of Schools. 
Gretchen Haas-Bethell is Communications 
Director/Editor. The Communicator sraff 
includes Janie Froman and Beverly Thummel. 
Periodicals postage paid ar Tulsa, OK. POST
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or caJI 459·3305. 
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Lighting the Candles !! 
Curriculum Highlights 

Community Edu cation Classes Begin 
Throughout the District 

Union's new Alternative Education/ 
Community Education building has only 
been completed a short time, but it is 
already being put to good use. Adult 
Basic Education, General Education 
Development (GED) and other special 
interest classes began in October at the 
new fac ili ty as well as other s ites 
throughout the district. The building is 
also being used by Rogers University to 
offer college courses. 

English as a Second Language (ESL) class
es, designed to help non-English speak
ing adults meet their cultural and lin
guistic needs, are held Monday and 
Wednesday in the Community Education 

buil ding and Monday and Thursday at 
Community Baptist Church, 31st and 
Garnett. 

Other classes offered include Employa
bility Skills, Keyboarding, and Art. Water 
fitness classes are offered at the Union 
6/7 Grade Center pool. 

Pre-registration is not required, and 
there is no charge for the classes, which 
are funded by a grant from the State 
Department of Education. 

For more information, contact Union's 
Community Education department at 
459-4661. 

Second graders Daja'unna Moore and Riley 
Close check the mail outside the computer lab 
at Briarglen. Bright, decorative mailboxes in 
every class are used for in ter·school mail and 
messages. Buddy classes with older students 
and younger students exchanging letters , 
have helped a ll grades use and improve their 
wr iting skills. 

Substitute Teachers and Bus Drivers In High Demand 

Tulsa's current booming economy has 
mixed blessings -- with the employment 
rate up, the pool of part-time workers is 
clown. In addition to the much-publi
cized shortage of school bus drivers, area 
school districts are feeling the pinch in a 
shortage of available substitute teachers 

as well. In the Union Public School dis
trict, the pool of subs titute teachers, 
which is usually around 300, is dO\vn to 
150 for the 1997-98 school year. 

For retired teachers or those who enjoy 
working with children, subs tituting is an 

Clark Elementary second grade s tudent Heather Mann shows her parents, Robert and Diane, how to 
operate "Lightspan," an educational, interactive software package students at Clark and Briarglcn 
are able to check out for home use. 

opportunity to earn money on a part
time basis. Men and women of all ages, 
in terested in all subjects, with a half day 
or full day available are excellent candi
dates. "Substitute teaching is a good way 
to gain exposure to a school distric t, 
especially for those seeking full-time 
teaching positions in the future," said 
Union Assis tant Superintendent for 
Human Resources Ken Bibb. 

Applicants for substitute teaching may 
pick up an information packet and appli
cation at the Union Education Service 
Center, 5656 South l29th Eas t Avenue. 
Completed applications may be turned in 
at any district substitute teacher training 
workshop. Future workshop dates 
include December 11 at 1:30 P.M. in the 
Union Education Service Center Board 
Room. 

Substitute teachers with a valid 
Oklahoma teaching certificate are paid 
$45 per day and are not limited on the 
number of days per year they may work. 
Those without Oklahoma certification 
may work in the Union district a maxi
mum of 70 days per school year at $40 
per day. 

For more information, contact the 
Human Resources office at Union Public 
Schools, 459-3317. Union Public Schools 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Eighth Grade Center Part of 2-News Weathernet 

hanks to a winning grant application by 
teacher Brent Butler and the expertise of 
KJRH-TV 2 Chief Meteorologist Jeff 
Lazalier, Union Eighth Grade Center sci
ence students are learning a lot about the 
weather and are an important part of the 
"2-News Weathernet." The Weathernet is 
a weather-related educational program 
offered by the Tulsa television sta
tion, and for the Eighth Grade Center, 
it is also the equipment to monitor 
live automated weather data linked to 
more than 2,000 weather sensors 
across the United States and parts of 
New Zealand and Australia. 

Among approximately 100 applica
tions, Mr. Butler's winning grant pro
posal enabled the Eighth Grade 
Center to become one of nine 
Weathernet sensor sites in northeast
ern Oklahoma. 

"The sensors read air temperature, 
relative humidity functions, pressure, 
wind speed and direction, wind chill 
or heat index, and current rainfall," 
explains Lazalier. "The classroom les
son plans provided to Mr. Butler can 

and other science and social study pro
jects," be says. 

As an added feature, Butler and some of 
hls students were interviewed at the 
school tluring Lazalier's 5 p.m. and 6 
p.m. weathercasts October 22. Lazalier, a 

Union District parent, also conducted a 
weather class for the eighth grade stu
dents earlier that day. Union parents can 
see the Eighth Grade Center temperature 
displayed during Lazalier's weeknight 
weathercasts. 

be adapted for use in weather course KJRH·TV 2 Chief Meteorologist Jeff Lazalier answers questions from Union Eighth Grade Center students 
work as well as in math , geography, (left to right) Natalie Thompson, Jacob Martin, Amanda Lowery and Geoff Schultz during an October 22 

weather class at the school. 
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Spectacular Foundation Celebration Scheduled For March 6 

The best of past fund raisers 
all rolled into one is how 

members of the Union Schools Education 
Foundation describe the big event 

they've scheduled for Friday evening, 
March 6, at the Doubletree Warren Place 
in Tulsa. "Union Celebrates: Past, 
Present, and Future" is an event featuring 

a delicious dinner; silent and live auc
tions with items from the practical to the 
exotic; fun-filled entertainment; creative 
gift baskets from every school for sale; 

Elementary students are up in time for Channel 8's "Good Morning Oklahoma" to talk about Red 
activities. Channel 8's D. C. Roberts is seated next to principal jennifer Randall (top row, right) for the 
a t Peters following the broadcast of a segment which also featured Intermediate High School D-FY 
club members . 

and great company (people 
who want to have fun and 
contribute to a great cause). 
Proceeds are used to fund 
innovative classroom pro
jects, pay for teacher 
grants, and promote educa
tional excellence in the dis
trict. 

It's a celebration you won't 
want to miss. Mark your 
calendar and plan to attend. 
Better yet, volunteer to 
help, contribute an auction 
item or two (materials or 
services), and bring your 
friends . 

For more information, con
tact Foundation president, 
Melissa Culhane at 254-
0697 or one of the event co
chairs: Suzanne Guy, 492-
7731, and Jan Gross, 252-
9495. 



Union and Jenks Plan First Joint Young Writers' Conference 

Union third grade teacher Anna Wilson 
shares a lot in common with jenks ele
mentary school teacher Rachel Bess--they 
are sisters and both have an infectious 
zeal for read
ing and writ
ing. Their 
enthusiasm is 
spreading and 
wiJ I be taken 
to a new 
height 
Sat urd ay, 
January 31, 
when Union 
hosts the first 
of what is 
hoped to be an 
annua l 
jenks/U nion 
El ementary 
Wr it e rs' 
Conference. 

Mrs. Wilson, 
Mrs. Bess, and 
jenks commu
nity volunteer 
Lucie Smith 

The Boss and Other Poems for lUds to 
Perform, The Gooch Machine: Poems for 
Children to Perfom, and Poetry for Young 
Readers: Edgar Allan Poe. 

won the Oklahoma Book Award for Best 
Illustrated Book of 1995, and A Buffalo In 
The Mall. Her newest book, Buffalo 
Dreams, is about a baby white buffalo 

and is expected to be 
published by Council 
Oaks Books in the 
near future. (Doner 
actually takes a 900-
pound white buffalo 
with her on public 
speaking tours.) 

"The Writing jubiJee is 
an exciting event that 
will enable students to 
meet published auth
ors who will encour
age the development 
of their conununica
tions sldlls and rein
force them for their 
own attempts a t self 
expression," says 
Union Superin tendent 
Dr. Cathy Burden. 

share chair-
ma n ship 
respo ns ibili-

j enks teacher Rachel Bess and Darnaby third grade teacher Anna Wilson put their heads together to 
plan the january 31 jenks/Union Elementary Writers' Conference. 

Her counterpar t at 
jenks, Superin tenden t 
Dr. Kirby Lehman, 
agrees. "This event, 
linking the two school 

ties for the event which will be held at 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, 
from 8:30a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Their theme 
is "A Writing Jubilee," and they expect 
more than a thousand parents, hundreds 
of volunteers and 2,000 students (1,000 
from each district) to attend. "Our young 
writers will come from grades one 
through five to share their writing and to 
listen to other writers," they write in 
their information packet to teachers. 

Featured speakers that day are well
known New Orleans author Brod Bagert 
and award-winning illustrator Kim Doner 
from Tulsa. Bagert's current books 
include Elephant Games and Other 
Playful Poems to Perform, Chicken Socks 
and Other Contagious Poems, Let Me Be 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Urtion Public Schools is looking for young pea· 
pie from birth through 21 who may be in need 
of special education services. Public Law J 0 1· 
476 mandates confidential evaluation and 
placement for: visually impaired, hearing 
impaired, physical disabilities, mental handi· 
caps, speech or language disabilities. learning 
disabili ties, emotional dis turbances or other 
special needs. 

For information or application, please contact 
Special Services for Urtion Public Schools, 459-
3325. All services are without cos t to parents 
and are confidential. 

Doner's first book, The White Bead 
Ceremony by Sherrin Watkins, was her 
initiation into the world of illustrating 
chlldren's books . She also .illus trated The 
Green Snake Ceremony, for which she 

Co ntinuous 
Learning 
Calendar stu· 
dents Kyle 
Zimm erma n 
and Danny 
Weige l took 
thei r c·Matc 
co mputers 
with them on 
their field trips 
to the Tulsa 
Port of Camo· 
sa and Tulsa 
Zoo. 

The c-Mates 
a rc versatile 
laptop compu t· 
crs that enable 
students to 
work together 
in solving 
prob l ems. 
Their design 
makes them 
ideal fo r tak· 
ing along on 
field trips. 

districts in an academic endeavor, will be 
an outstanding opportunity for young 
students to learn more about the disci
plines of writing and iJlustration." 
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II From the Elementaries II 
Clark Elementary to 
Celebrate 20 Years 

Entertain
er Roy 
Clark is 
expec ted 
to be 
among 
the spe
c i a I 
guests of 
his name
s a k e , 
C l a r k 
El emen
t a r y 
Schoo l, 
as it cele- Roy Clark 

brates its 
20th anniversary Frid ay, ApriJ 17, 1998. 
Plans are underway to include current 
and former students, faculty and staff, 
parents, adrninistntors and others asso
cia ted with the school's history. 

If you have photographs or information 
that could be used for the celebration, or 
if you have names of people that should 
be contacted, please call Clark Elemen
tary Principal Becky Hale at 664-9464. 

Daniel Evan, a third grade s tudent at Peters 
Elementary, won the first place ribbon and a 
prize from Wal·Mart in the Fire Safety Poster 
Contest, sponsored by the Broken Arrow Fire 
Department. The contest was open to stu· 
dents in all public and private schools located 
within the city limits of Broken Arrow. 

Andersen studen ts Derek Webb 
and Noel Scott got the chance to 
climb into the cabin of an t8·wheel· 
er when Preston and Melissa 
Garner stopped by for a vis i t 
October 31. (Melissa is pictured at 
left.) 

The professional truck drivers arc 
from Albuquerque, New Mexico 
and arc members of a national 
club known as "Trucker Buddies." 
One of their activities is to send 
postcards from wherever they trav· 
el to student pen pals. Andersen 
third grade teacher Lucy Kehmeier 
contacted the club after reading an 
article about them in a profession· 
al magazine and invited them to 
call anytime they were in town. 

The traveling vis itors received a 
warm welcome from students and 
their parents. 

Ice Route Information 
Each winter, the Union Public Schools 
transportation department is charged 
with d eveloping routes on which school 
buses may travel safely during inclement 
winter weather. While most areas of the 
district have only minor weather-related 
problems, the area bounded by Yale and 
Sheridan and between 76th and 91st 
Streets require what we refer to as "ice 
routes." 

area have received maps listing the "Ice 
Route Stop" for their bus. 

When ice routes are to be used, the infor
mation will be released to all television 
and radio stations no later than 6:00A.M. 
Parents may also call the Union Public 
Schools Weatherline at 459-3365 for 
school closing or ice route information. 

Ice routes, or 
different bus 
s tops, may 
be called into 
use when 
weather con
ditions are 
such that 
school will 
go on as 
sc h edu led, 
but because 
of s now or 
ice, the hilly 
roadways in 
the area 
become dan
ge r o u s 
requiring our 
drivers to 
use arterial 
st r eets 
instead . 
Students liv
ing in th is 

Second graders in Heather Holte's class, Danny Weigel and Kristina Krug, dressed 
like the characters in the books they discussed during Storybook Day at Cedar 
Ridge. 
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II Character Counts In The Union Community II 

Fourth grade teacher jill Fitts and student Connor Cosgrove hang 
one of six hallway signs now on display at Jarman. The signs 
(Caring Court, Responsibility Road, Respect Runway, Citizenship 
Circle and Fairness Freeway) serve as visual reminders of the six 
pillars of character in "Character Counts." 

"Character Counts!", which incorporates character edu
cation into the classroom, has met with wide approval. 
With this program now in its second year, students are 
learning the value of good character as well as enjoy
ing the assemblies and other activities centered around 
the character pillar of the month. Reminders to demon
strate Respect, Responsibility, Caring, Trustworthi
ness, Fairness and Citizenship can be seen in all 
grades. 

The community plays a valuable role in underscoring 
the importance of good character. That's why Union 
and Broken Arrow Public Schools have joined efforts to 
emphasize character education throughout the two 
districts. Both school systems are distributing posters 
and brochures to PTAs, churches, businesses and vari
ous civic organizations. 

Mayor Susan Savage and Superin tendent Cathy Burden flip pan
cakes during the United Way Day of Caring breakfast at the Tulsa 
fa irgrounds . The breakfast is a great start for the hundreds of vol· 
unteers who spend the day working at area non-profit agencies. 
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Katrina Revels (Cedar Ridge), Tiffany Holden (Alternative Ed.) 
and Sandi Franklin (IHS) did some gardening at the Tulsa 
Speech and Hearing Clinic on the United Way "Day of Caring." 

Boevers students and staff collected $283.16 (or 104 pounds) of 
loose change for Uni ted Way. Shown tallying the fina l count are 
(left to right) Tyle r Brauner, Kendall Driver, Nitascha jenkins, Kim 
Trang and James McKenzie. 

Union High School senior Damion Shade answers questions from 
KOTV Channel 6 reporter Michelle Lowry after his speech at 
downtown Tulsa's Bartlett Square. Damian represented Union in 
the ceremony marking the YWCA's Week Without Violence. 

Employees Demonstra te Caring In a Big Way 

(Pictured left to right) Red Cross Chapter members Breanna Chasteen (editor of student 
news paper), Sarah Hens ley (cheerleader), Tara Rittenhouse (Renegade Regiment), and 
Me?an Jackson (cheerleader) gathered at St. Francis Hospital to spend time with spor ts
lo~mg young ~anents for the1r part in "M_ake A Difference Day!" They played games, 
pamted pumpkins and decorated cook1es w1tch the patients and their siblings. 

By volunteering a days' work at the Tulsa Speech 
and Hearing Clinic September 12 and by exceed
ing la~t y~ar's United Way districtwide monetary 
contnbutwns by 60%, Union Public Schools 
employees helped the community while model
~g. ~hree pillars of character - Caring, Res . 
stbility and Citizenship. The record $41,9 
they raised will go to 73 agencies served by tnc 
Tulsa Area United Way. 

Representing Union were: Marion Dunmore 
(Andersen), Barbara Crawford (Boevers), Brenda 

Rollins (Briarglen), Katrina Revels (Cedar Ridge), 
Laura Stanford (Clark), Ted Auwen (Darnaby), 
Carole javes (Grove), Pat McDonald (McAuliffe), 
Judy Sims (Peters), Kate Watkins (6/7th Grade), 
Sandi Franklin (IHS), Kim Jackson (HS), Tiffany 

en (Alternative School), Ken North 
:rations), and jerald Williams (Pupil 

Accounting). They joined Dr. Burden in lawn 
mowing, hedge trimming, window washing, and 
flower bed weeding to spruce up the appearance 
of the United Way supported agency. 

Grove Student Council members (left to right) Sara Beatt, Kristina Schwaighofer, Nicky 
Behl and Bronwyn Lane visit with two adoptecs from the Animal Rescue Foundation 
(ARF). Grove students collected towels and bandanas and donated them to ARF as a scr· 
vice project for "Caring," one of the pillars of "Character Counts!" 
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the character pillar of the month. Reminders to demon
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ness, Fairness and Citizenship can be seen in all 
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The community plays a valuable role in underscoring 
the importance of good character. That's why Union 
and Broken Arrow Public Schools have joined efforts to 
emphasize character education throughout the two 
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Union and Jenks Plan First Joint Young Writers' Conference 

Union third grade teacher Anna Wilson 
shares a lot in common with jenks ele
mentary school teacher Rachel Bess--they 
are sisters and both have an infectious 
zeal for read
ing and writ
ing. Their 
enthusiasm is 
spreading and 
wiJ I be taken 
to a new 
height 
Sat urd ay, 
January 31, 
when Union 
hosts the first 
of what is 
hoped to be an 
annua l 
jenks/U nion 
El ementary 
Wr it e rs' 
Conference. 

Mrs. Wilson, 
Mrs. Bess, and 
jenks commu
nity volunteer 
Lucie Smith 

The Boss and Other Poems for lUds to 
Perform, The Gooch Machine: Poems for 
Children to Perfom, and Poetry for Young 
Readers: Edgar Allan Poe. 

won the Oklahoma Book Award for Best 
Illustrated Book of 1995, and A Buffalo In 
The Mall. Her newest book, Buffalo 
Dreams, is about a baby white buffalo 

and is expected to be 
published by Council 
Oaks Books in the 
near future. (Doner 
actually takes a 900-
pound white buffalo 
with her on public 
speaking tours.) 

"The Writing jubiJee is 
an exciting event that 
will enable students to 
meet published auth
ors who will encour
age the development 
of their conununica
tions sldlls and rein
force them for their 
own attempts a t self 
expression," says 
Union Superin tendent 
Dr. Cathy Burden. 

share chair-
ma n ship 
respo ns ibili-

j enks teacher Rachel Bess and Darnaby third grade teacher Anna Wilson put their heads together to 
plan the january 31 jenks/Union Elementary Writers' Conference. 

Her counterpar t at 
jenks, Superin tenden t 
Dr. Kirby Lehman, 
agrees. "This event, 
linking the two school 

ties for the event which will be held at 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo Road, 
from 8:30a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Their theme 
is "A Writing Jubilee," and they expect 
more than a thousand parents, hundreds 
of volunteers and 2,000 students (1,000 
from each district) to attend. "Our young 
writers will come from grades one 
through five to share their writing and to 
listen to other writers," they write in 
their information packet to teachers. 

Featured speakers that day are well
known New Orleans author Brod Bagert 
and award-winning illustrator Kim Doner 
from Tulsa. Bagert's current books 
include Elephant Games and Other 
Playful Poems to Perform, Chicken Socks 
and Other Contagious Poems, Let Me Be 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Urtion Public Schools is looking for young pea· 
pie from birth through 21 who may be in need 
of special education services. Public Law J 0 1· 
476 mandates confidential evaluation and 
placement for: visually impaired, hearing 
impaired, physical disabilities, mental handi· 
caps, speech or language disabilities. learning 
disabili ties, emotional dis turbances or other 
special needs. 

For information or application, please contact 
Special Services for Urtion Public Schools, 459-
3325. All services are without cos t to parents 
and are confidential. 

Doner's first book, The White Bead 
Ceremony by Sherrin Watkins, was her 
initiation into the world of illustrating 
chlldren's books . She also .illus trated The 
Green Snake Ceremony, for which she 

Co ntinuous 
Learning 
Calendar stu· 
dents Kyle 
Zimm erma n 
and Danny 
Weige l took 
thei r c·Matc 
co mputers 
with them on 
their field trips 
to the Tulsa 
Port of Camo· 
sa and Tulsa 
Zoo. 

The c-Mates 
a rc versatile 
laptop compu t· 
crs that enable 
students to 
work together 
in solving 
prob l ems. 
Their design 
makes them 
ideal fo r tak· 
ing along on 
field trips. 

districts in an academic endeavor, will be 
an outstanding opportunity for youn g 
students to learn more about the disci
plines of writing and iJlustration." 
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Clark Elementary to 
Celebrate 20 Years 
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expec ted 
to be 
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c i a I 
guests of 
his name
s a k e , 
C l a r k 
El emen
t a r y 
Schoo l, 
as it cele- Roy Clark 

brates its 
20th anniversary Frid ay, ApriJ 17, 1998. 
Plans are underway to include current 
and former students, faculty and staff, 
parents, adrninistntors and others asso
cia ted with the school's history. 

If you have photographs or information 
that could be used for the celebration, or 
if you have names of people that should 
be contacted, please call Clark Elemen
tary Principal Becky Hale at 664-9464. 

Daniel Evan, a third grade s tudent at Peters 
Elementary, won the first place ribbon and a 
prize from Wal·Mart in the Fire Safety Poster 
Contest, sponsored by the Broken Arrow Fire 
Department. The contest was open to stu· 
dents in all public and private schools located 
within the city limits of Broken Arrow. 

Andersen studen ts Derek Webb 
and Noel Scott got the chance to 
climb into the cabin of an t8·wheel· 
er when Preston and Melissa 
Garner stopped by for a vis i t 
October 31. (Melissa is pictured at 
left.) 

The professional truck drivers arc 
from Albuquerque, New Mexico 
and arc members of a national 
club known as "Trucker Buddies." 
One of their activities is to send 
postcards from wherever they trav· 
el to student pen pals. Andersen 
third grade teacher Lucy Kehmeier 
contacted the club after reading an 
article about them in a profession· 
al magazine and invited them to 
call anytime they were in town. 

The traveling vis itors received a 
warm welcome from students and 
their parents. 

Ice Route Information 
Each winter, the Union Public Schools 
transportation department is charged 
with d eveloping routes on which school 
buses may travel safely during inclement 
winter weather. While most areas of the 
district have only minor weather-related 
problems, the area bounded by Yale and 
Sheridan and between 76th and 91st 
Streets require what we refer to as "ice 
routes." 

area have received maps listing the "Ice 
Route Stop" for their bus. 

When ice routes are to be used, the infor
mation will be released to all television 
and radio stations no later than 6:00A.M. 
Parents may also call the Union Public 
Schools Weatherline at 459-3365 for 
school closing or ice route information. 

Ice routes, or 
different bus 
s tops, may 
be called into 
use when 
weather con
ditions are 
such that 
school will 
go on as 
sc h edu led, 
but because 
of s now or 
ice, the hilly 
roadways in 
the area 
become dan
ge r o u s 
requiring our 
drivers to 
use arterial 
st r eets 
instead . 
Students liv
ing in th is 

Second graders in Heather Holte's class, Danny Weigel and Kristina Krug, dressed 
like the characters in the books they discussed during Storybook Day at Cedar 
Ridge. 
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Lighting the Candles !! 
Curriculum Highlights 

Community Edu cation Classes Begin 
Throughout the District 

Union's new Alternative Education/ 
Community Education building has only 
been completed a short time, but it is 
already being put to good use. Adult 
Basic Education, General Education 
Development (GED) and other special 
interest classes began in October at the 
new fac ili ty as well as other s ites 
throughout the district. The building is 
also being used by Rogers University to 
offer college courses. 

English as a Second Language (ESL) class
es, designed to help non-English speak
ing adults meet their cultural and lin
guistic needs, are held Monday and 
Wednesday in the Community Education 

buil ding and Monday and Thursday at 
Community Baptist Church, 31st and 
Garnett. 

Other classes offered include Employa
bility Skills, Keyboarding, and Art. Water 
fitness classes are offered at the Union 
6/7 Grade Center pool. 

Pre-registration is not required, and 
there is no charge for the classes, which 
are funded by a grant from the State 
Department of Education. 

For more information, contact Union's 
Community Education department at 
459-4661. 

Second graders Daja'unna Moore and Riley 
Close check the mail outside the computer lab 
at Briarglen. Bright, decorative mailboxes in 
every class are used for in ter·school mail and 
messages. Buddy classes with older students 
and younger students exchanging letters , 
have helped a ll grades use and improve their 
wr iting skills. 

Substitute Teachers and Bus Drivers In High Demand 

Tulsa's current booming economy has 
mixed blessings -- with the employment 
rate up, the pool of part-time workers is 
clown. In addition to the much-publi
cized shortage of school bus drivers, area 
school districts are feeling the pinch in a 
shortage of available substitute teachers 

as well. In the Union Public School dis
trict, the pool of subs titute teachers, 
which is usually around 300, is dO\vn to 
150 for the 1997-98 school year. 

For retired teachers or those who enjoy 
working with children, subs tituting is an 

Clark Elementary second grade s tudent Heather Mann shows her parents, Robert and Diane, how to 
operate "Lightspan," an educational, interactive software package students at Clark and Briarglcn 
are able to check out for home use. 

opportunity to earn money on a part
time basis. Men and women of all ages, 
in terested in all subjects, with a half day 
or full day available are excellent candi
dates. "Substitute teaching is a good way 
to gain exposure to a school distric t, 
especially for those seeking full-time 
teaching positions in the future," said 
Union Assis tant Superintendent for 
Human Resources Ken Bibb. 

Applicants for substitute teaching may 
pick up an information packet and appli
cation at the Union Education Service 
Center, 5656 South l29th Eas t Avenue. 
Completed applications may be turned in 
at any district substitute teacher training 
workshop. Future workshop dates 
include December 11 at 1:30 P.M. in the 
Union Education Service Center Board 
Room. 

Substitute teachers with a valid 
Oklahoma teaching certificate are paid 
$45 per day and are not limited on the 
number of days per year they may work. 
Those without Oklahoma certification 
may work in the Union district a maxi
mum of 70 days per school year at $40 
per day. 

For more information, contact the 
Human Resources office at Union Public 
Schools, 459-3317. Union Public Schools 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

Eighth Grade Center Part of 2-News Weathernet 

hanks to a winning grant application by 
teacher Brent Butler and the expertise of 
KJRH-TV 2 Chief Meteorologist Jeff 
Lazalier, Union Eighth Grade Center sci
ence students are learning a lot about the 
weather and are an important part of the 
"2-News Weathernet." The Weathernet is 
a weather-related educational program 
offered by the Tulsa television sta
tion, and for the Eighth Grade Center, 
it is also the equipment to monitor 
live automated weather data linked to 
more than 2,000 weather sensors 
across the United States and parts of 
New Zealand and Australia. 

Among approximately 100 applica
tions, Mr. Butler's winning grant pro
posal enabled the Eighth Grade 
Center to become one of nine 
Weathernet sensor sites in northeast
ern Oklahoma. 

"The sensors read air temperature, 
relative humidity functions, pressure, 
wind speed and direction, wind chill 
or heat index, and current rainfall," 
explains Lazalier. "The classroom les
son plans provided to Mr. Butler can 

and other science and social study pro
jects," be says. 

As an added feature, Butler and some of 
hls students were interviewed at the 
school tluring Lazalier's 5 p.m. and 6 
p.m. weathercasts October 22. Lazalier, a 

Union District parent, also conducted a 
weather class for the eighth grade stu
dents earlier that day. Union parents can 
see the Eighth Grade Center temperature 
displayed during Lazalier's weeknight 
weathercasts. 

be adapted for use in weather course KJRH·TV 2 Chief Meteorologist Jeff Lazalier answers questions from Union Eighth Grade Center students 
work as well as in math , geography, (left to right) Natalie Thompson, Jacob Martin, Amanda Lowery and Geoff Schultz during an October 22 

weather class at the school. 

Lll 

I 
Spectacular Foundation Celebration Scheduled For March 6 

The best of past fund raisers 
all rolled into one is how 

members of the Union Schools Education 
Foundation describe the big event 

they've scheduled for Friday evening, 
March 6, at the Doubletree Warren Place 
in Tulsa. "Union Celebrates: Past, 
Present, and Future" is an event featuring 

a delicious dinner; silent and live auc
tions with items from the practical to the 
exotic; fun-filled entertainment; creative 
gift baskets from every school for sale; 

Elementary students are up in time for Channel 8's "Good Morning Oklahoma" to talk about Red 
activities. Channel 8's D. C. Roberts is seated next to principal jennifer Randall (top row, right) for the 
a t Peters following the broadcast of a segment which also featured Intermediate High School D-FY 
club members . 

and great company (people 
who want to have fun and 
contribute to a great cause). 
Proceeds are used to fund 
innovative classroom pro
jects, pay for teacher 
grants, and promote educa
tional excellence in the dis
trict. 

It's a celebration you won't 
want to miss. Mark your 
calendar and plan to attend. 
Better yet, volunteer to 
help, contribute an auction 
item or two (materials or 
services), and bring your 
friends . 

For more information, con
tact Foundation president, 
Melissa Culhane at 254-
0697 or one of the event co
chairs: Suzanne Guy, 492-
7731, and Jan Gross, 252-
9495. 



II 
A Winning Poster for 

A Winning Celebration 

Seniors Kori Day and Gaby Lugo put 
their talents to work for the upcoming 
Union High School Graduation 
Celebration, the annual drug-free, alco
hol-free, alJ-night bash sponsored by the 
High School PTSA. Their poster, "Look At 
Us Now," will be used in publicity for the 

Gaby Lugo (left) and Kori Day smile 
about winning the Graduation 
Celebration poster contest. 

May 15 
event 
to be 
held at 
Union 
Inte r
medi 
a t e 
High 
School. 

T h e 
PTSA 
is look
ing for 
vo lun
teers 
from 
among 
p a r -
ents of 
b 0 t h 

junior and senior class students to plan, 
chaperone, and raise money for the 
Graduation Celebration. Their goal is to 
provide lots of food, music, activities, 
and drawings for nice prizes. If you want 
to help, contact fund-raising chair Sonia 
Horner, 481-6735, or publicity chair 
Murla Seefeldt, 493-2092. 

From the High School 

counselor 
and beau ty 
pageant emcee Brad 
Burnham interviews contestant Wanda Uunior 
Julius Allen) during a spoof of the Miss Jenks 
contest at a Union pep assembly prior to the 
Jenks/ Union football game 

Highsteppers to Host 
National Event 

At least 50 teams from across the United 
States are expected to participate in the 
National Dance Team Competition to be 
held at Union High School February 20 
and 21. Union is the first high school in 
the state to host the national drill team 
event. The Highsteppers are defending 
national champions in the Prop-Novelty 
division and have won 16 s tate champi
onships. 

Sophomore cheerleader Sherri Hays balances on 
a precarious perch during a spirit·filled pep 
assembly at the High School. Union's varsity 
cheerleaders were named champions at the 
Regional contest, and their performance at state 
resulted in a third·place award. 

+ Senior Receives Red Cross Award 
Outstanding leadership and volun
teer service netted Senior Adam 
Wheeless the Youth Services 
Departmental Award from the 
Tulsa Area Chapter of the Ameri
can Red Cross. Red Cross Director 
of Youth Services Clark Jensen 
says Adam has proven to be an 
integral part of the Youth Services 
Department. 

Over the las t year, Adam bas 
joined the First Aid Response and 
Release (FARR) program and taken 
on a leadership role in ACES (After 
Care Education for Students) by 
accepting the position of ACES 
Coordinator at Clark and Grove 
elementaries. He completed train
ing to become certified as a volun-

Adam Wheeless (second from left) receives congratulations for his 
award at the American Red Cross recognition banquet from 
School Programs Coordinator Jennifer Winslow (left); John 
Shaffer, Youth Services Special Projects Coordinator; and Director 
of Youth Services Clark Jensen. 

teer Community First Aid 
Instructor to help train new youth 
volunteers. In May, Adam was 
named FARR Volunteer of the Year 
for his work at first aid stations 
for both Youth Services and Health 
and Safety Services. 

Adam is founder and president of 
the Union High School Red Cross 
Club and was recently elected 
District fV Chair of the American 
Red Cross High School Youth 
Council. 

"Adam has given his heart to Red 
Cross," says jensen. "His reason 
for volunteering is sin1ple ... he sees 
it as a privilege, and he knows he 
is making a difference." 

Octobe~No~mbu,1997 _______________________________ ~ ~ge3 

Takes Off 
at McAuliffe 

A vision shared by six area school dis
tricts is becoming a reality. Students at 
McAuliffe Elementary are getting ready 
to "blast off" in a space shuttle simula
tor. Third grade teacher Jackie Peters 
was instrumental in getting the project 
off the ground. "Students will receive 
hands-on learning in math, science and 
problem solving," says Peters. "This is a 
bold project, unlike anything we've done 
before." 

The project received initial funding from 
the NASA Fellowship Recipients, and 
grants from the Tulsa Education Fund, 
the Williams Companies, district educa-
·onal foundations and PTAs helped keep 
t alive. Volunteers from the six districts 

--Union, jenks, Owasso, Bixby, Muskogee 
and Tulsa -- constructed the shuttles. 

Constructed of a recycled cardboard-like 
material called gridcore, the shuttle is 
lightweight and durable. It will have 
three computers built inside with flight 
simulation for the pilot, co-pilot, two sys
tems analysts and two payload analysts; 
and outside stations will accommodate 
six mission control specialists. Eventual
ly, students from all Union elementary 
schools wilJ have a chance to "fly" the 
space shuttle simulator. 

Union Arts & Crafts Fairs 
1997-98 

December 6 
parnaby PTA. 9-5 , 

@8th Grade Center 
Contact: Kathy DeShane, 254-6692 

December 13 
High School Band Craft Fair, 9-5, 

@ Intermediate High School 
Contact: Beth Walker, 665 -7219 

' 
,March 7 

High School PTSA, 9-5, 
@ High School 

Contact: Marge Raterman, 
258-8131 

Fifth grader Ben Wade made Jarman's Veterans' Day celebration into a family affair by honoring 
his uncle Scott Reddou t, his aunt Julia Reddout and his grandfather James A. Reddout. 

Union to Host 1998-99 State PTA Conference 

The Union PTA Council is already planning and raising money for the state PTA con
ference Union will be hosting next year. One of the most visible examples of their 
fund-raising effort is the sale of a special issue Union Redskin cotton throw blanket. 
The handsome coverlet measures 46" x 68" and is great for football games, or at home 
to hang or use as a blanket. It is available in the traditiona~ Union colors:-red, black 
and gray with natural as its fourth color. To order, check With PTA Council delegates 
at the school site, or contact either Lorri Williams, 254-5460, or Karen Brakey, 250-
9207. 

Night School to Offer Academic Classes 
and Drivers' Education 

Enrollment for the spring session of 
Union Night School is fast approaching. 
Night school offers credit to those stu
dents who lack the required number of 
credits for graduation. Classes are 
offered for grades 9-12 in English, math
ematics, social studies, and science; how
ever, the above classes are only offered 
to those students who have failed a 
semester's credit. A student may take 
two l/2 credit courses in any one ses
sion. Classes meet at the Eighth Grade 
Center from 5-7:00 P.M. and 7-9:00 P.M. 
on Mondays and Wednesdays for twenty
three (23) nights beginning February 2 
and ending April 29. 

Two evening enrollments are planned for 
January 21 and 28 from 5-7:00 P.M. at the 
Eighth Grade Center, 6501 S. Garnett. 

Drivers' Education is also offered. Ninth 
grade students must be 15 l/2 by 
February 2, 1998, and tenth grade stu
dents must be 15 by that same date. Birth 
certificates must be presented at the 
time of enrollment. 

The cost of these t\'.'0 programs are: 

Academic Classes - $95.00 per .5 credit, 
Drivers' Education - $130.00. Payment 
·must be made at the time of enrollment. 

Please don't delay in enrolling as classes 
are formed by enrollment and needs of 
our students. 

For any additional information, contact 
Sallie Rose Jones at UlHS 254-8644 or 
461-4260. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub
lished bi-monthly by Union Public Schools, 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711. 
It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy 
Burden is Superintendent of Schools. 
Gretchen Haas-Bethell is Communications 
Director/Editor. The Communicator sraff 
includes Janie Froman and Beverly Thummel. 
Periodicals postage paid ar Tulsa, OK. POST
MASTER: Send address changes to The 
Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., Tulsa, 
OK 74134-6711, or caJI 459·3305. 



Paying Tribute To Ginger, Kathryn and Susanne 
Eleven-year-old Kathryn and 13-year-old 
Susanne Fluke were active, enthusias tic 
s tudents a t the Union Sixth/Seventh 
Grade Center, and Ginger Fluke was an 
involved, supportive morn. Their tragic 
deaths October 17 prompted an over
whelming sense of grief throughout the 
Union community. What followed, 
according to Union Superintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden, was strong and impressive 
determination to ensure that "the posi
tive spirit which led their lives would be 
remembered as the light they left for us 
to follow." 

With that thought, members of the Union 
Schools Education Foundation and the 
Union Youth Cheerleading Association 
have established the Ginger, Kathryn, 
and Susanne Fluke Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. 

According to Union Youth Cheerleading 
Association Pres ident Robert Martin, the 
fund will be used to es tablish an endow
ment to assist s tudents in a number of 
ways. "Our vision is for this to be more 
than jus t a short-term scholarship," 
explains Martin. 

"We'v~ talked about providing traveling 
trophies for outstanding cheerleaders at 
every level to be given at a banquet each 

1997-98 Communications 
Representatives 

Your communication representatives 
play an important role in spreading 
the word about the exciting things 
happening at Union. Let them know 
when you have a story idea. They are: 

And erse n Alycia Pennington, 
Bo.evers - RoseMarie Sondergeld, 
Bnarglen - Betty Mitchell Cedar 
Ridge - Jon Nell Anderson ' & Mary 
Buck, Clark - Stephanie Decker 
Darnaby - Beth Webb, Grove - Ann~ 
Martin, Kim Amyx & Nicki Argo, 
Jarman - Martha Atkins, McAuliffe -
Jamie Ward, Peters - judy Murdock & 
Usa Cooke, 6th - Diane Barker, 7th -
Jenny Spielmann, 8th - Debbie 
Dunham, Intermediate - Diane Monn 
& Michelle Facklam, High School -
Brad Burnham, Alternative School -
T!ffany Holden & Sandra Thompson, 
Fme Arts - Bill Ricci, HS Chorus - Kelly 
Maz~a, Highsteppers - Randy Lewis, 
Varsity Cheerleaders - Janet Pierce 
Band Parents - Rita Crompton, I ndia~ 
Ed - Pamela Lee and Operations - Rex 
Woods & Ken North. 

year. We would like to give scholarships 
annually for those who might need finan
dal assistance to cover the expense of 
uniforms, competition costs and fees. 
And we would also like to be able to offer 
a college scholarship or endowment each 
year," says Martin. 

"Our goal is to raise a s ubs tantial 
amount--in the $2 0,000 to $30,000 
range--enough to have a positive impact 
on a young person's life," Martin says. 
"Parents have expressed a desire to 
donate to the fund as a part of the heal
ing process." 

Students have also expressed a desire to 
give, as demonstrated by members of 

Union's D-FY (Drug-Free Youth) program. 
The more than $1 ,000 they raised by 
working at concession s tands during 
Tulsa's recent air show will be the Fluke 
Scholarship Fund's first official donation. 

For more information about the fund, 
contact Union Schools Education 
Foundation President Melissa Culhane at 
254-0697 or Union Youth Cheerleading 
Association President Robert Martin at 
491-4340. Contributions may be made 
by sending checks (made payable to 
USEF / Fluke Scholarship Fund) to: 

Union Schools Education Foundation 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, OK 74134 

District Forms Alliance With Area Businesses 

u N 1 o N • • The Metropoli•IJ "' tan Tulsa Cham-

:.
• ~ !:~ ber of Com-merce, along 

with M & M 
Lumber Compa

A L L I A N c E ny, Hilti, Inc. , 
and PSO, spon
sored an inau

gural breakfast September 4 on the 
s tage of the Union High School 
Performing Arts Center to officially 
launch the Union Business Alliance. 
Tulsa Mayor Susan Savage, Broken 
Arrow Mayor Jim Reynolds and 
MTCC Chairman George Singer 
joined Union administrators in 
encouraging representatives from 
more than 20 businesses to become 
involved in Union Public Schools. 

The Union Business Alliance pro
vides a framework to develop part
nerships that fit the needs of the 
individual business as well as the 
schools and their various programs. 

Union Commu nity Partners hips Coordinator Rose 
L~mbert watches as Glen Mulready of Community Care 
Signs on the dotted line to become a charter member of 
the Union Business Alliance. 

"Businesses can offer class room speak
ers, tours, job shadowing, internships 
and practical application of classroom 
learning to help instruction relate to 
future employment opportunities," says 
Rose Lambert, Coordinator of Commu
ni ty Partnerships for Union. "ln turn the 
district has teaching expertise, multi-~ur
pose facilities and volunteer student tal
ent to offer businesses and community 
groups." 

The following are Union Business 
Alliance Charter members: Advance 
Alarms, American Traditions, Arkansas 
Valley Sta te Bank, CornmunityCare 
HMO, Doenges Brothers Ford, Ed 
Shanahan with Farmer 's Insurance, Git-

N-Go, Gracemont Baptist Church, Hilti, 
Inc., Home Health Care Providers of 
Oklahoma, ]. C. Penney at Woodland 
Hills, Lester and Associates, M & M 
Lumber, Metropolitan Tulsa Chamber 
of Commerce, PSO, Broken Arrow 
Mayor Jim Reynolds, Tulsa Mayor 
Susan Savage, Subway, State Farm 
Insurance, Target at Woodland Hills , 
Total Valve Sys tems, Trophy and 
Plaqu e Plus, Tu lsa City-County Library 
System, and Two Seed s Company 
Seve~al other companies are setting UJ: 
meetings to form their partnerships. We 
look forward to their participation! 

For more information contact Rose 
Lambert at 459-4689. 

-
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Operations Personnel Build and Practice Teamwork 

\ newly 
es ta b lis h ed 
award and 
co mp let ion 
of the chal
l e nging 
ropes course 
at Union 
In te r m e di
ate under
score the 
Operations 
Depart
m ent 's 
s tr o n g 
emphasis on 
te amwork. 
The TEAM 
Awards 
Program was 
developed by 
operations 
employees to Operations Department employees have great Union spirit, reinforced by an 

r e C 0 g n i z e annual visit to the ropes course on the Intermediate High campus. (Right) 

and reward Warehouse foreman Perry Martin concentrates before leaping from a 30-foot tele-

0 t h e r ~:;e:e c~~~r~~~ catch a trapeze bar on the final and most challenging element of the 

em plo yees 
or groups of employees demons trating 
outstanding performance and teamwork. 
"TEAM helps improve morale by recog-

·zing those who improve the depart
.nent's service to the s tudents and s taff 

MONDAY TUESDAY 

7 2 
Jarman- PTA Skating Party 
Peters - -vo-vo· Assembly 
Eighth - Bond Concert. 
7:30p.m .• PAC 
UHS - Pep Assembly. 2:09 

of the district," said Director of 
Operations Rex Woods. 

Electrician Gaylon Bevan was honored 
with the first TEAM award in july and 

December 
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

3 4 
IHS- Foreign Language Cedar Ridge -Winter 
Opim House Concert. 3·5th Gr. Choirs @ 

6:30p.m. 
Peters - Popcomi Sicotlng 
6th/7th - 6th Grade Bond 
Concert. 7 p .m. 

High School/ AI ternative Ed. cus
todian John Exendine was the 
honoree in August. Jarman build
ing engineer Steve Bardin was 

named in September and 
most recently recognized 

was carpenter Bob 
Chanley. 

Another team-build
ing activity is 
Operations ' arLnual 
trip to Union's 
Challenge 
Adventure Ropes 
Course, one of the 
largest and best 
outdoor, experi
ence-based educa
tion programs in 

the state. The pro-
gram uses obstacles 

and a series of games 
to develop teamwork 

and individual skills 
that lead to professional, 

academic, and personal suc
cess. The ropes course is available to dis
trict s tudents, patrons and s taff, with 
fee-based customized programs offered 
to area businesses and community orga
nizations. 

FRIDAY SATURDAY 

5 6 
Cedar Ridge- PTA Board Damaby- PTA Arts & Crotts 
Lunch. 11 a .m. Fair at 8th Grode Center. 
Damoby - Transitional 9o.m.·5p.m. 
Classes to Philbrook IHS - FBLA Winter Boll 
UHS- Order Senior Caps & UHS- SAT Test 
Gowns 

I Andersen · Dec. 1-5 ·"Holiday Shop- I Boevers - Dec. 1-5- Santa's Secret Shop 1 Cedar Ridge - Dec. 1- 12- -warm Woolles Drive· 1 I Damoby - Dec. 1·5 ·Fourth Grode Trips to Rose Hill & Dec. l·12 Millen & Hat Tree 

8 9 70 7 7 72 73 
Jarmon - Quarters for Peters - Science Club Peters- 3rd Gr. "England· Boevers - 4th Gr. Musical Brlorglen - Council Oaks IHS - High School Bond 

Carlng • All Grades Assembly Cedar Ridge - Splrlt Trio Performance Croll Fair at IHS. 

PTA Council Luncheon 
Assembly. 2:15p.m .• 41h Cedar Ridge - Winter 9 o .m.·5p.m. 

Boord Meeting 

~~~~l~ 
Gr. Program. 6:30 p .m. Parties. K·5 @ 2:45 p .m. UHS - ACTTest. Winter Boll 

7 PM. ESC Grove- Eagleoire Concert. UHS - Holiday Assembly. 
7:00p.m. PAC. 9o.m. 

~~'r' 
Peters - Winter Party for Last Day f01 CLC Bef01e 

I Eighth Grode- Career Expo Fair. Tulsa I CLC students. 2:45 p .m. Vvlnter Bteold 
UHS - Vocal Music Concert 

75 16 77 
r r 

78 79 20 
Cedar Ridge - Skate Night. Damoby- Rangers & Co. Boevers- Boppln" Bobcat Boevers • Winter Parties Damaby - Rangers & Co. 

6-8:00p.m. performing at PTA. 7 p .m. Mini· tour Grove- Closs Parties. Eagle· and 3rd Gr. Performances 

6th/7th - 7th Grode Bond Jarmon - 3rd Gr. Holidays alre Assembly. 2:45p.m. 6th/7th - PTA Luncheon for 

Concert. 7:00p.m .• Anols Around The World. 1:15pm Jarmon - Winter Parties. 3rd Stoff 
UHS - Orchestra Concert. 6th/7th - Finals Gr. Program 
PAC. 7:30p.m. UHS- Bond Concert. PAC. Peters • Winter Party for - l ast Day of School -

7:30p.m. TLCIK c lasses. 2:45 p.m. 

I WINTER BREAK- December 22-Januory 2. 1998 I 
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Cedar Ridge student Jonathon Heckman 
concentrates on painti ng a pumpkin in 
Kim Beliera's kind ergarten class. Moms 
were there with snacks and help as the stu· 
dents played games and painted. 

Inside 
Scholarship Fund Esrablished ...... Pg. 2 

Union Seeking Substitute 
Teachers ............................................ Pg. 4 

First Young Writers' Con fe rence 
to be held a t Union ......................... Pg. 5 

Character Coun ts .................... Pg. 6 & 7 

Clark Anniversary Par ty 
Scheduled .......................................... Pg. 8 

Plan to Attend the 
Foundation Celebration ................. Pg. 9 

High School News ............ ............. Pg. l 0 
(Photo by jeanne Grabowski) 

Darnaby second grade r Amy Paschal enjoyed picking 
apples with her classmates when the students took a 
field trip to the Livesay Orchard in Porter in October. 

Darnaby second grader Brandon Rogers 
(above) apprecia ted the wagon ride back to 
the bus after picking his own pumpkin at 
Livesay Orchard. 

Cedar Ridge s tudent Caitlin Goforth (below) 
pu ts the fi nishing touches on her ceramic 
pumpkin in Teresa Bowker's kindergarten 
class. Her painted face was part of her cos· 
rume for the class's fa ll party. 
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