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Building A More Perfect Union 
Passage of February 11, 199 7, bond proposition and millage levies vital 

Patrons in southeast Tulsa and northwest 
Broken Arrow have a strong history of sup
porting Union Public Schools. Whether it is 
through direct participation or by passing 
annual millage levies and bond proposi
tions, voters ensure that we at Union keep 
the progress going, that we plan for the 
future, that we build a more perfect Union 
for our students and community. 

On Tuesday, Februrary ll, we ask you to 
continue Union's tradition of excellence by 
casting your ballot. Three issues are to be 
decided -- a bond proposition, three millage levies, and a 
8oard of Education race. 

·Bond Proposition 

The bond proposition is for $13,675 ,000 to construct a new 
wing for 36 classrooms at Union High School, as well as to 
continue the district's five-year plan to provide computers in 
our classrooms, computer training for teachers, and instal
lation of Local-Area Networks (LANs) in each school library. 
Districtwide, bond money would be used to purchase text· 
books, library books, and media/audiovisual equipment. 

Other programs and projects would include: beginning ren
ovation of the old stadium near the Union Sixth/Seventh 
Grade Center for use by physical education classes and by 
various intramural and sports groups; upgrades in lighting 

at the Union Performing Arts Center; 
instructional equipment for the Academic 
Resource Center (ARC); assistive technolo
gy for spedal education; athletic and fine 
arts equipment and uniforms; bleachers at 
Union's softball/baseball complex; build
ing maintenance, repairs, and upgrades to 
improve efficiency and safety; food ser
vices equipment; roof and parking lot 
repairs; heating and air conditioning 
upgrades; and construction of a multi-pur· 
pose building near Union Intermediate 
High School to be used for indoor practice 

by various sports teams districtwide as well as by physical 
education classes. 

Annual Millage Levies 

Also on the ballot February 11 are three school millage levies 
which must be approved by a majority of district voters each 
year so that schools can stay in business. Passage provides 
20 mills for basic school operations. Approval does not 
increase the tax rate. 

The levies include: 

V' 5-mill General (Emergency) Levy 
V' 5-mill Building Fund Levy 
V' 10-mill General (Local Support) Levy 

(See Board of Education Election on foldout inside.) 

The rwo·story, 58,744 square foot expansion at the north end of Union High School would 
include 36 classrooms, 560 lockers, and a multipurpose commons area. 

Precinct Polling Place & Address: 
96 Re5ency Park Nazarene Church 

87 7 E. 51 
100 Southwood Baptist Church 

4020 S. 102 E. Ave. 
101 Garnett Church of Christ 

12000 E. 31 
102 Briarglen Elementary School 

3303 S. 121 E. Ave. 
103 Rockwood Village 

4130 S. 104 E. Ave. 
105 Boevers Elementary School 

3433 S. 133 E. Ave. 
118 Society of Expl. Geophysicists 

8801 S. Yale 
128 Eagle Point Day Room 

5808 E. 71 
133 Christian Chapel 

7807 E. 76 
134 Central Church of the Nazarene 

7291 E. 81 
135 Faith United Methodist Church 

7431 E. 91 
136 Tulsa Bible Church 

8720 E. 61 
137 Hardesty Library 

6737 S. 85 E. Ave. 
138 Suncrest Baptist Church 

6110 S. 99 E. Ave. 
150 Metropolitan Insurance Co. Lobby 

12902 E. 51 
**15 1 Jarman Elementary 

9015 E. 79th 
160 Sawmill Apt. Clubroom 

12903 E. 3 5 Pl. 
169 Country Club of Woodland Hills 

6333 S. 91 E. Ave. 
175 Faith United Methodist Church 

7431 E. 91 
**405 Forest Park Christian Church 

*453 
9102 S. Mingo 
Franciscan Villa 

*454 
17111 E. 51; B.A. 
Peters Elementary School 

*458 
2900 W. Colleg;; B.A. 
Grace Fellows 'p Church 

*460 
9610 S. Garnett; B.A. 
Tulsa Tech S.E. Campus 

**465 
4600 S. Olive; B.A. 
Union 8th Grade Center 

*468 
6501 S. Garnett; B.A. 
St. Michael's Episcopal Church 
883 7 S. Garnett; B.A. 

* Precincts included in Election District # 2 
** Portions of precincts included in Election District #2 
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Voter Registration 

Friday, January 17, is the last day to apply for voter regis
tration for the February 11 election. Forms mus t be post
marked by midnigh t January 17 to be eligible. Voter regis
tration forms are available at all auto tag agencies, state 
offices, and the Tulsa County Election Board, 555 N. Denver 
Ave. 

Absentee Balloting 

Applications for absentee ballots are available at the election 
board office or may be requested by mail by 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 5, 1997, prior to the election. In-per
son absentee balloting will be Monday, February 10, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. at the Tulsa County Election Board. Call 596-5766 or 
596-5767 for more information. 

,, 



Union Pride is based upon many things: 

· Our 14 school sites are modern, well kept, 
safe, and attractive; 

· Our programs offer academic challenge and 
opportunities for the development of skills and 
talents both within and beyond the classroom; 
and 

· Our people provide an environment of caring 
and motivation to guide the next generation. 

We are fortunate to have both a tradition of excellence 
to build upon and a vision of the future that helps us 
anticipate the needs of students in a rapidly changing 
world. Since the size of the student body continues to 
grow as residential and commercial development fills 
in the district's 28-square miles, careful planning for 
that student growth is essential. The planning process 
that has projected our growth through the year 2020 
has involved many representatives from the commu
nity and staff, particularly through the Long-Range 
Planning Committee, the Bond Issue Task Force, and 
the Board of Education . Always there has been a focus 
on maintaining the best of our traditions while open
ing our minds to the needs of future. 

One high school of proud Union Redskins has histori
cally brought us all together and has been a sn·ength 
for our community. With a new 36-classroom addition 
to that building, one high school can be maintained 
with enough space for all. A quality academic pro
gram today must incorporate technology for research, 
communication, and production. Union's technology 
utilization is well on its way to making our schools 
state-of-the-art institutions that will prepare our stu-

Bond Propositions Passed 
A Proud History of Patron Support for 
Union's Growing Student Population 

& Educational Excellence 

1997 

1995 

1994-95 

1993 

1991 

1990 

1989 

1988 

1986 

1984 

~--------, 
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$13,675,000 

$8,710,000 

$6,695,000 

$9,950,000 

$23,000,000 

$8,070,000 

$7,590,000 

$9,900,000 

$12,000,000 

$9,990,000 

dents for the 21s t century. just as we must continue 
to provide resources for academic instruction through 
textbooks, technology networking, and classroom 
equipment, we mus t not overlook the benefits derived 
from athletics and fine arts and provide for their 
expansion. These, along with building maintenancP 
and repair, are some of the major categories inductee,. 
on the bond proposition to be voted on February 11, 
1997. 

The vote on February 11 is critical to the continued 
growth of our district. The three annual millage levies 
provide for the distribution of taxes for general oper
ating funds to pay salaries and utilities. Those ques
tions must have a majority (50%) approval rating to 
pass and are absolutely necessary for the continuation 
of the district. The bond proposition must pass by a 
super majority (60%) and is also critical. Union 
receives a smaller allocation from the state (85% of the 
state average) which only provides for minimum main
tenance needs. Without local support of the schools 
through bond proposals, quality facilities, resources, 
and textbooks for our growing student population 
would not be available. Taxes are not expected to 
increase due to passage of the bond proposition or 
millage levies. 

Invest in the future of your community and keep the 
Union Pride alive. Vote on the millage levies and bond 
proposition to build a more perfect Union on February 
11, 1997. 

Thank you for your continuing support, 

Cathy Burden Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Union Public Schools 
Wide-Area Network 

Union is in the third year of its five-year technology 
revolution which, among other things, will allow stu
dents to travel to libraries, museums, and exciting 
places around the world without even leaving their 
classrooms! How? With access to the Internet and 
worldwide electronic messaging (e-mail). 

"For example, once they are online, stUden ts could 
retrieve more information about exhibits at a San 
Francisco museum on their compu ters than they 
could from actually being there," explains Lee 
Snodgrass, Union's Director of Information 
Technology. "By combing text, pictures, sound, and 
even video clips, a panoramic view of rooms and 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub· 
lished bi-monthly by Union Public Schools. 
5656 S. l29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134·6711. 
It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy 
Burden is Superintendent of Schools. 
Gretchen Haas-Bethell is Communications 
Director/ Editor. The Communicator staff 
includes Beverly Chanley, Janie Froman, and 
Beverly Thummel. Periodicals postage paid at 
Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 5656 S. ! 29th 
E. AVe., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call 459· 

3305. 

objects ar e pro
vided along 
with facts and 
figures . The 
infor m a t io n 
p ossibil i t ies 
from an elec
tronic cross
refe r e n ce 
search are far 
more extensive 
than students 
could find from 
bound encyclo
pedias," says 
Snodgrass. 

"As for electronic messaging, it is con
sidered the glue of the Internet," con
tinues Snodgrass. The network is a 

collaborative resource, built up with 
the help of all its participants. Thus, 
students and teachers are encouraged 
to organize their own projects and 

share involvement in them with 
their peer s around the world via 

e-mail." 

Union is close to having 
computers in every class-

room and providing the sys
tems necessary to put stu
dents and teachers online. 
That's why passage of the 

February 11 bond proposi-
tion is so important. Bond 

dollars will be used to contin
ue the progress the district is 

making in integrating tech
nology into its curriculum 

and opening the world 

The following are examples: 

A Local-Area Network 
(LAN), the system that 

of seemingly limi t
less information to 

its students. 

connects all the compu ters located in the 
same building together, will be installed at 
each site. 

The Wide-Area Network (WAN), the system 
that connects all the district's computers to 
each other and to the Internet, will be com
pleted. 

By August 1997, approximately 90% of the 
district's teachers will have had training and 
will have received computers for their class
rooms. More training is planned along with 
compu ter hardware/ software upgrades. 

Under the auspices of their site technology 
committees, schools will be able to purchase 
more of the programs and equipment they 
need for teaching and learning. 

The new library/ media cen ter compu ter sys
tems--electronic catalog, CD-ROM reference 
materials, and the Internet--will become 
accessible from every computer throughout 
the district and even from a student's home 
computer via modem. 



Technology, including ins tructional 
hardware and software, assistive tech
nology for special education s tudents, 
and Local-Area Networks to link com
puters at every site; instructional equip
ment for ARC (Academic Resource 
Cent_er); _sidewalk and parking lo t 
reparrs; fme arts and athle tic equip
~ent and uniforms; textbooks , 
hbrary/media equipment; firs t phase of 
upgrade for s tadium south of 6th/7th 
~rade Center; multi-use practice build
mg at Intermediate High. 

Playgr~und imp_rovements and physical 
~ducatwn eqwpment; furniture and 
ms tructional equipment; mini-theater 
sta~e ; emergency lighting; cafeteria 
eqwpment. 

Furnitu:e; ph~sical education equip
ment; ms tructwnal technology; refer
~nce books (encyclopedias); wall mats 
m gym; cafeteria equipment; partial 
roof replacement; chiller upgrade · 
emergency lighting; clock sys te~ 
upgrade. 

Instruction~ equipment; wall mats in 
gym; phys ical education equipment· 
p layground equipment; cafeteria equip~ 
ment; ~arti_al roof replacement; emer
~ency lig~ting; improvements to heat
mg and arr conditioning. 

Ins t!uctional equipment; science lab 
eqwpm~nt; playground safe surface 
and e9wpment; library books/software· 
secunty gates for office and hallways. ' 

Furniturei library bool<s(~oftware· 
physical ~dueation equipment· medi~ 
center remodeling· carpetm· g: 
gene li h · ' , emer-y g ting; clock sys tem upgrade. 

Furni~e; off~ce renovation to enhance 
secunty , physical education equipment· 
emergdency lighting; clock sys tc~ upgra e. 

Every Student To Benefit From 
Successful Febn: Lary 11 Election ... 

$13,675,000 Bond : Proposition Summary 

New wing of classrooms, multi-· purpose commons 
area, and parking at Union Higt t School ..................................... .. $6,000,000 

Districtwide technology, includi ng instructional 
har~"':'are and software, High Sc hool computer lab, 
ass1st1ve technology for special education students, 
and Local-Area Networks at all~ ;ites ........................ ..................... $3,013,000 

Textbooks, library books and rr tediaLaudiovisual 
equipment ........................ . ..................................... $ 647,000 

Fine Arts equipment/uniforms , Hstrictwide ................................ $ 175,000 

Athletic equipment/ uniforms eli strictwide; first phase 
of stadium upgrade at Union 6/ 7th Grade Center ................... $ 125,000 

M~ti-use building at Union Inte rmediate for district-
Wide physical education classes and team practices ................ $ 175,000 

Preve~tative maintenance (paint 
elect~Ical, etc.); heating/ air conq 
Reparrs/ renovations (playgroun 
lots buildin , gs, etc.) ...................... . 

School site project allocations· i 
and furniture; food services ~p1 
mentj election fees(expen e' ~ 

ing, carpeting, roofing, 
itioning upgrades; 
is, sidewalks, parking 
. ...... ....... ....................................... $1,969,300 

nstructiopal ~q\lipment 

~radons, and o£fke equip-
d other district projects ........ $1,570,700 

Furniture/ s tage curtain; wall mats in 
gym; carpeting; physical education 
equipment; electrical retrofitting (more 
outlets to go in new walls); cafeteria 
equipment; emergency lighting; 
improvements to heating and air con
ditioning; re-keying; locker repairs. 

Library books/software; instructional 
equipment; furniture; physical educa
tion equipment. 

Furniture; wall mats in gym; instruc
tional equipment; renovate office area 
to enhance security; physical education 
equipment; cafeteria equipment; 
improvements to heating and air con
ditioning; emergency lighting. 

Furniture/stage curtain; instructional 
equipment; display case; wall mats in 
gym; cafeteria equipment; emergency 
lighting; clock system upgrade; physi
cal education equipment. 

Interior h all doors, outdoor play
ground enhancements; ins tructional 
equipment; physical education equip
ment. 

Outdoor p layground enhancements; 
furniture; remodeling to entrance foyer 
for security; carpeting; physical educa
tion equipment; painting; improve
ments to heating and air conditioning; 
re-keying. 

Library books/software; furniture; 
instructional equipment; physical edu-

Cation equipment; sctenc lab improve· 
ments; improvements to heating and 
air conditioning. 

New wing of classrooms, multi-~ur
pose commons area, and parking; 
ins tructional equipment; reference 
books· remodeling in counseling area; 
classr~oms and commons furniture; 
up d a ted equlpmen t for co_mputcr l~bs; 
physical education eqmpm~nt; ur~
provements to heating and arr condi
tioning· painting; photo lab upgrades; 
clock ~ystem upgrade; partial roof 
replacement; re-keying. 
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Q. Why does the district want to build a new 
classroom wing on to the current Union High 
School building? 

A. As Union's large elementary school population con
tinues to move through the system, the demand for addi
tional classroom and activity space at the high school 
level is becoming critical. Rather than splitting the Union 
community by constructing an expensive second high 
school, members of Union's patron-based Long-Range 
Planning Committee, as well as Union's Board of 
Education and administration, recommend adding 36 
new classrooms, new lockers, and a multi-purpose com
mons area to the northwest side of the existing Union 
High School building. Completion of the addition is 
expected to accommodate our growing population well 
into the 21st century. 

Q. Why are technology items high priorities in 
this bond proposition? 

A. Union is in its third year of a five-year plan to provide 
students with the tools they need for lifelong learning 
and working in the 21st century. Funds from the 
February 11 bond proposition will be used to install 
Local-Area Networks (LANs) so that classroom and office 
computers within each building can be connected to each 
other and to the Wide-Area Network (WAN) already fund
ed through a prior bond proposition. These networks 
enable students to access information from local, nation
al, and international sources on computers in the class
room as well as from home with a modem. Funding will 
also be used to purchase communications devices and 
special education hardware and software. 

Q. How will students involved in extracurricular 
activities benefit from passage of the February 11 
bond proposition? 

A. The need for gym space and performing arts facilities 
is burgeoning throughout the district. Existing facilities 
are insufficient for accommodating rehearsals, practices, 
intramural games, and physical education activities, so 
renovation and construction are of vital importance. A 
successful February 11 bond proposition would enable 
the district to start renovations at the old stadium near 
the Union Sixth/ Seventh Grade Center, upgrade lighting 
at the Union Performing Arts Center, provide athletic and 
performing/fine arts equipment and uniforms, build 
bleachers at Union's softball/baseball complex, and con
struct an indoor practice building on the Union 
Intermediate High School campus for use districtwide. 

~- Why is pa~sage of this bond proposition 
nnportant to Umon? 

A. The district's general fund is for salaries, utilities, and 
?ther recurring operating expenses. It is through the 
tssuance of bonds that Union is able to pay for capital 

expenditures such as textbooks, instructional technolo
gy, equipment, and construction. That is why you see 
those items on bond propositions almost every year. 
Without bond propositions, the district would have to tap 
into its general fund to pay for the facilities and instruc
tional tools our children need, leaving little money to hire 
teachers or conduct daily operations. 

Q . How will passage of this bond proposition 
affect my taxes? 

A. Because the district pays off existing bonds and its 
property base continues to grow, that portion of estimat
ed ad valorem tax attributed to Union Public Schools is 
not expected to increase with passage of the bond propo
sition. 

Q. Why are voters asked annually to renew gen
eral and building fund millage levies? 

A. State law requires that an election be held in every 
school district each year for voters to decide whether or 
not to continue funding basic school operations in their 
district. Passage of the general and building fund levies 
will maintain the number of mills assessed at the same 
rate. In question are 20 mills. (A mill is $1 of tax fo 
every $1,000 of assessed property value.) The 5-mil~.. 
emergency levy and 10-mill local support levy help pay 

District Student Population Growth 
1985-1997 

8,111 I> 
' 90·91 9,566 I> 
'91-92 10,079 I> 

'92-93 10,443 

'93-94 10,682 

general fund salaries, buy instructional materials, and 
offset daily operating costs. The 5-mill builclirig fund 
levy helps maintain buildings and equipment and pays 
custodians. Approximately 33% of Union's revenues are 
generated through ad valorem and other local sources. 
Another 61% comes from state sources, 3% comes from 
county sources, and 3% is generated through federal 
sources. Without the annual voter approval of Union's 
designated millage, the district could not continue to 
function. 

Q. Who Can Vote? 

A. All registered voters in the Union Public School 
District (1-9) may cast ballots on the bond proposition 
and the three millage levies. Only residents of Election 
District #2 may vote on candidates seeking the Union 
School Board Office #2 (see map on back page). 

Q. Why Is My Vote Important? 

A. Contrary to millage levies and most elections in which 
a simple majority carries an issue, state law requires 
school bond propositions to pass by at least a 60% super 
majority. Starting with such a disadvantage makes each 
yote that much more critical. Please remember to cast 
j OUr ballot February 11! 

Q. Where To Vote? 

A. Vote at your regular polling place used in county, 
state, and national elections. If you are unsure where to 
vote, please call the Tulsa County Election Board office at 
596-5780. Polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Board of Education 
District #2 Election 

Two names will appear on the ballot for the District #2 
School Board seat. The incumbent is Mike Lester, owner 
of Lester Construction. He has a son who graduated from 
Union High School in 1995 and a son in fifth grade at 
Jarman. Lester's challenger is Derek Rader, Director of 
Marketing for Johnson Brokers & Administrators, Inc. 
Rader has three children--two at 
Peters and one who attends the 
Union Sixth Grade Center. 

All registered voters in the 
Union Public School District (1-9) 
may cast ballots on the bond 

roposition and the three mill
~e levies. Only residents of 
Election District #2 may vote on 
candidates seeking Union 
School Board Office # 2 (see map 
on back page). 

ANNUAL SCHOOL ELECTION 
FEBRUARY 11, 1997 

UNION PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 9 

TULSA COUNTY, OKLAHOMA 

TO VOTE: Complete the arrow(s) pointing to your choice(s), like this 
USE A #2 PENCIL (NO INK) ........ ___ _ 

I LEVIES-QUESTIONS 

EMERGENCY LEVY 
Shall Independent School District Number 9 of Tulsa County, Oklahoma, make an emer· 
gency levy, as authorized by Section 9(d) of Article X, Oklahoma Constitution, as amend· 
ed, of five. (5) mills on the dollar valuation of the taxable property in such District, except 
that the m1llage rate shall be adjusted as provided in subsection (b) of Section SA of Article 
X of the Oklahoma Constitution, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1997, and ending June 
30, 1998, above the levies otherwise authorized by the law, to provide sufficient additional 
revenue to meet the needs of said School District for such fiscal year? 

FOR THE LEVY - YES • -AGAINST THE LEVY - NO • -LOCAL SUPPORT LEVY 
Shall Independent School District Number 9 ofT ulsa County, Oklahoma, make a local 
support levy, as authonzed by Sect1on 9 (d·1) of Article X, Oklahoma Constitution, as 
a':'lended, of ten (10) mills on the dollar valuation of the taxable property in such 
D1stnct, except t~at the m1llage rate shall be a~justed as provided in subsection (b) of 
Secllon 8A of Ar11~le X of the Oklahoma Conslltut1on, for the fiscal year beginning July 
1, 1~97 , and end1ng ~~ne 30, 1998, above the levies otherwise authorized by law, to 
prov1de sufficient add1l1onal revenue to meet the needs of such District for such fiscal 
year? 

FOR THE LEVY - YES 

AGAINST THE LEVY - NO 

BUILDING FUND LEVY 

• -• -
Shall Independent School District Number 9 of Tulsa County Oklahoma make an 
exc~ss levy or five (5) mills on the d~llar of the assessed value of the taxable prop
erty m such D1stnct, except tha~ the m1llage rate shall be adjusted as provided in sub
section (b) of Secllon 8A of Article X of the Oklahoma Constitution, for the fiscal year 
commenc1ng July 1, 1997, and end1ng June 30, 1998, in addition to such amounts as 
are or may be authonz~d by law, for the purpose of raising money for a building fund, 
as authonzed by .secllon 10 of Article X, Oklahoma Constitution, as amended, for 
such School D1stnct wh1ch may b~ used for erecting, remodeling or repairing school 
bu1ld1ngs, and for purchasing furniture; or for one or more or all of such purposes. for 
the use of and to be owned by sa1d Independent School District Number 9 of Tulsa 
County, Oklahoma? 

FOR THE LEVY - YES 

AGAINST THE LEVY- NO 

PROPOSITION 

• • --
.- "Shall Independent School District No. 9 of Tulsa County, Oklahoma, incur an indebt· 

s: edness by 1sswng its bonds in the sum ofThirteen Million Six Hundred Seventy-Five 
0 Thousand Dollars ($13,675,000) to provide funds for the purpose of constructing 
·c equipping, repairing and remodeling school buildings, acquiring school furniture, fix~ 
·~ lures and equipment and acquiring and improving school sites, and levy and collect 
~ a~ annual ta_x, in addition to all other taxes, upon all the taxable property in such 
" D1stnct sufficient to pay the Interest on such bonds as 11 falls due and also to consti-
~ lute a sinking fund for the payment of the principal thereof when due, said bonds to 

bear interest at not to exceed the rate of ten percent (10%) per year, payable semi-
1- annually and to become due serially within five (5) years from their date?" 

FOR THE PROPOSITION - YES • -AGAINST THE PROPOSITION - NO .. -
Annual millage levies require more than a .5Jl'l9. 
majority to pass. Bond proposition requires more 
than a 60% majority to pass. 



Union Pride is based upon many things: 

· Our 14 school sites are modern, well kept, 
safe, and attractive; 

· Our programs offer academic challenge and 
opportunities for the development of skills and 
talents both within and beyond the classroom; 
and 

· Our people provide an environment of caring 
and motivation to guide the next generation. 

We are fortunate to have both a tradition of excellence 
to build upon and a vision of the future that helps us 
anticipate the needs of students in a rapidly changing 
world. Since the size of the student body continues to 
grow as residential and commercial development fills 
in the district's 28-square miles, careful planning for 
that student growth is essential. The planning process 
that has projected our growth through the year 2020 
has involved many representatives from the commu
nity and staff, particularly through the Long-Range 
Planning Committee, the Bond Issue Task Force, and 
the Board of Education . Always there has been a focus 
on maintaining the best of our traditions while open
ing our minds to the needs of future. 

One high school of proud Union Redskins has histori
cally brought us all together and has been a sn·ength 
for our community. With a new 36-classroom addition 
to that building, one high school can be maintained 
with enough space for all. A quality academic pro
gram today must incorporate technology for research, 
communication, and production. Union's technology 
utilization is well on its way to making our schools 
state-of-the-art institutions that will prepare our stu-

Bond Propositions Passed 
A Proud History of Patron Support for 
Union's Growing Student Population 

& Educational Excellence 

1997 

1995 

1994-95 

1993 

1991 

1990 

1989 

1988 

1986 

1984 

~--------, 
-·:.:~-

$13,675,000 

$8,710,000 

$6,695,000 

$9,950,000 

$23,000,000 

$8,070,000 

$7,590,000 

$9,900,000 

$12,000,000 

$9,990,000 

dents for the 21s t century. just as we must continue 
to provide resources for academic instruction through 
textbooks, technology networking, and classroom 
equipment, we mus t not overlook the benefits derived 
from athletics and fine arts and provide for their 
expansion. These, along with building maintenancP 
and repair, are some of the major categories inductee,. 
on the bond proposition to be voted on February 11, 
1997. 

The vote on February 11 is critical to the continued 
growth of our district. The three annual millage levies 
provide for the distribution of taxes for general oper
ating funds to pay salaries and utilities. Those ques
tions must have a majority (50%) approval rating to 
pass and are absolutely necessary for the continuation 
of the district. The bond proposition must pass by a 
super majority (60%) and is also critical. Union 
receives a smaller allocation from the state (85% of the 
state average) which only provides for minimum main
tenance needs. Without local support of the schools 
through bond proposals, quality facilities, resources, 
and textbooks for our growing student population 
would not be available. Taxes are not expected to 
increase due to passage of the bond proposition or 
millage levies. 

Invest in the future of your community and keep the 
Union Pride alive. Vote on the millage levies and bond 
proposition to build a more perfect Union on February 
11, 1997. 

Thank you for your continuing support, 

Cathy Burden Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Union Public Schools 
Wide-Area Network 

Union is in the third year of its five-year technology 
revolution which, among other things, will allow stu
dents to travel to libraries, museums, and exciting 
places around the world without even leaving their 
classrooms! How? With access to the Internet and 
worldwide electronic messaging (e-mail). 

"For example, once they are online, stUden ts could 
retrieve more information about exhibits at a San 
Francisco museum on their compu ters than they 
could from actually being there," explains Lee 
Snodgrass, Union's Director of Information 
Technology. "By combing text, pictures, sound, and 
even video clips, a panoramic view of rooms and 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is pub· 
lished bi-monthly by Union Public Schools. 
5656 S. l29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 74134·6711. 
It is issued to patrons of the Union Public 
School District free of charge. Dr. Cathy 
Burden is Superintendent of Schools. 
Gretchen Haas-Bethell is Communications 
Director/ Editor. The Communicator staff 
includes Beverly Chanley, Janie Froman, and 
Beverly Thummel. Periodicals postage paid at 
Tulsa, OK. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Communicator, 5656 S. ! 29th 
E. AVe., Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call 459· 

3305. 

objects ar e pro
vided along 
with facts and 
figures . The 
infor m a t io n 
p ossibil i t ies 
from an elec
tronic cross
refe r e n ce 
search are far 
more extensive 
than students 
could find from 
bound encyclo
pedias," says 
Snodgrass. 

"As for electronic messaging, it is con
sidered the glue of the Internet," con
tinues Snodgrass. The network is a 

collaborative resource, built up with 
the help of all its participants. Thus, 
students and teachers are encouraged 
to organize their own projects and 

share involvement in them with 
their peer s around the world via 

e-mail." 

Union is close to having 
computers in every class-

room and providing the sys
tems necessary to put stu
dents and teachers online. 
That's why passage of the 

February 11 bond proposi-
tion is so important. Bond 

dollars will be used to contin
ue the progress the district is 

making in integrating tech
nology into its curriculum 

and opening the world 

The following are examples: 

A Local-Area Network 
(LAN), the system that 

of seemingly limi t
less information to 

its students. 

connects all the compu ters located in the 
same building together, will be installed at 
each site. 

The Wide-Area Network (WAN), the system 
that connects all the district's computers to 
each other and to the Internet, will be com
pleted. 

By August 1997, approximately 90% of the 
district's teachers will have had training and 
will have received computers for their class
rooms. More training is planned along with 
compu ter hardware/ software upgrades. 

Under the auspices of their site technology 
committees, schools will be able to purchase 
more of the programs and equipment they 
need for teaching and learning. 

The new library/ media cen ter compu ter sys
tems--electronic catalog, CD-ROM reference 
materials, and the Internet--will become 
accessible from every computer throughout 
the district and even from a student's home 
computer via modem. 



Q. Why does the district want to build a new 
classroom wing on to the current Union High 
School building? 

A. As Union's large elementary school population con
tinues to move through the system, the demand for addi
tional classroom and activity space at the high school 
level is becoming critical. Rather than splitting the Union 
community by constructing an expensive second high 
school, members of Union's patron-based Long-Range 
Planning Committee, as well as Union's Board of 
Education and administration, recommend adding 36 
new classrooms, new lockers, and a multi-purpose com
mons area to the northwest side of the existing Union 
High School building. Completion of the addition is 
expected to accommodate our growing population well 
into the 21st century. 

Q. Why are technology items high priorities in 
this bond proposition? 

A. Union is in its third year of a five-year plan to provide 
students with the tools they need for lifelong learning 
and working in the 21st century. Funds from the 
February 11 bond proposition will be used to install 
Local-Area Networks (LANs) so that classroom and office 
computers within each building can be connected to each 
other and to the Wide-Area Network (WAN) already fund
ed through a prior bond proposition. These networks 
enable students to access information from local, nation
al, and international sources on computers in the class
room as well as from home with a modem. Funding will 
also be used to purchase communications devices and 
special education hardware and software. 

Q. How will students involved in extracurricular 
activities benefit from passage of the February 11 
bond proposition? 

A. The need for gym space and performing arts facilities 
is burgeoning throughout the district. Existing facilities 
are insufficient for accommodating rehearsals, practices, 
intramural games, and physical education activities, so 
renovation and construction are of vital importance. A 
successful February 11 bond proposition would enable 
the district to start renovations at the old stadium near 
the Union Sixth/ Seventh Grade Center, upgrade lighting 
at the Union Performing Arts Center, provide athletic and 
performing/fine arts equipment and uniforms, build 
bleachers at Union's softball/baseball complex, and con
struct an indoor practice building on the Union 
Intermediate High School campus for use districtwide. 

~- Why is pa~sage of this bond proposition 
nnportant to Umon? 

A. The district's general fund is for salaries, utilities, and 
?ther recurring operating expenses. It is through the 
tssuance of bonds that Union is able to pay for capital 

expenditures such as textbooks, instructional technolo
gy, equipment, and construction. That is why you see 
those items on bond propositions almost every year. 
Without bond propositions, the district would have to tap 
into its general fund to pay for the facilities and instruc
tional tools our children need, leaving little money to hire 
teachers or conduct daily operations. 

Q . How will passage of this bond proposition 
affect my taxes? 

A. Because the district pays off existing bonds and its 
property base continues to grow, that portion of estimat
ed ad valorem tax attributed to Union Public Schools is 
not expected to increase with passage of the bond propo
sition. 

Q. Why are voters asked annually to renew gen
eral and building fund millage levies? 

A. State law requires that an election be held in every 
school district each year for voters to decide whether or 
not to continue funding basic school operations in their 
district. Passage of the general and building fund levies 
will maintain the number of mills assessed at the same 
rate. In question are 20 mills. (A mill is $1 of tax fo 
every $1,000 of assessed property value.) The 5-mil~.. 
emergency levy and 10-mill local support levy help pay 

District Student Population Growth 
1985-1997 

8,111 I> 
' 90·91 9,566 I> 
'91-92 10,079 I> 

'92-93 10,443 

'93-94 10,682 

general fund salaries, buy instructional materials, and 
offset daily operating costs. The 5-mill builclirig fund 
levy helps maintain buildings and equipment and pays 
custodians. Approximately 33% of Union's revenues are 
generated through ad valorem and other local sources. 
Another 61% comes from state sources, 3% comes from 
county sources, and 3% is generated through federal 
sources. Without the annual voter approval of Union's 
designated millage, the district could not continue to 
function. 

Q. Who Can Vote? 

A. All registered voters in the Union Public School 
District (1-9) may cast ballots on the bond proposition 
and the three millage levies. Only residents of Election 
District #2 may vote on candidates seeking the Union 
School Board Office #2 (see map on back page). 

Q. Why Is My Vote Important? 

A. Contrary to millage levies and most elections in which 
a simple majority carries an issue, state law requires 
school bond propositions to pass by at least a 60% super 
majority. Starting with such a disadvantage makes each 
yote that much more critical. Please remember to cast 
j OUr ballot February 11! 

Q. Where To Vote? 

A. Vote at your regular polling place used in county, 
state, and national elections. If you are unsure where to 
vote, please call the Tulsa County Election Board office at 
596-5780. Polls are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Board of Education 
District #2 Election 

Two names will appear on the ballot for the District #2 
School Board seat. The incumbent is Mike Lester, owner 
of Lester Construction. He has a son who graduated from 
Union High School in 1995 and a son in fifth grade at 
Jarman. Lester's challenger is Derek Rader, Director of 
Marketing for Johnson Brokers & Administrators, Inc. 
Rader has three children--two at 
Peters and one who attends the 
Union Sixth Grade Center. 

All registered voters in the 
Union Public School District (1-9) 
may cast ballots on the bond 

roposition and the three mill
~e levies. Only residents of 
Election District #2 may vote on 
candidates seeking Union 
School Board Office # 2 (see map 
on back page). 

ANNUAL SCHOOL ELECTION 
FEBRUARY 11, 1997 

UNION PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 9 

TULSA COUNTY, OKLAHOMA 

TO VOTE: Complete the arrow(s) pointing to your choice(s), like this 
USE A #2 PENCIL (NO INK) ........ ___ _ 

I LEVIES-QUESTIONS 

EMERGENCY LEVY 
Shall Independent School District Number 9 of Tulsa County, Oklahoma, make an emer· 
gency levy, as authorized by Section 9(d) of Article X, Oklahoma Constitution, as amend· 
ed, of five. (5) mills on the dollar valuation of the taxable property in such District, except 
that the m1llage rate shall be adjusted as provided in subsection (b) of Section SA of Article 
X of the Oklahoma Constitution, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1997, and ending June 
30, 1998, above the levies otherwise authorized by the law, to provide sufficient additional 
revenue to meet the needs of said School District for such fiscal year? 

FOR THE LEVY - YES • -AGAINST THE LEVY - NO • -LOCAL SUPPORT LEVY 
Shall Independent School District Number 9 ofT ulsa County, Oklahoma, make a local 
support levy, as authonzed by Sect1on 9 (d·1) of Article X, Oklahoma Constitution, as 
a':'lended, of ten (10) mills on the dollar valuation of the taxable property in such 
D1stnct, except t~at the m1llage rate shall be a~justed as provided in subsection (b) of 
Secllon 8A of Ar11~le X of the Oklahoma Conslltut1on, for the fiscal year beginning July 
1, 1~97 , and end1ng ~~ne 30, 1998, above the levies otherwise authorized by law, to 
prov1de sufficient add1l1onal revenue to meet the needs of such District for such fiscal 
year? 

FOR THE LEVY - YES 

AGAINST THE LEVY - NO 

BUILDING FUND LEVY 

• -• -
Shall Independent School District Number 9 of Tulsa County Oklahoma make an 
exc~ss levy or five (5) mills on the d~llar of the assessed value of the taxable prop
erty m such D1stnct, except tha~ the m1llage rate shall be adjusted as provided in sub
section (b) of Secllon 8A of Article X of the Oklahoma Constitution, for the fiscal year 
commenc1ng July 1, 1997, and end1ng June 30, 1998, in addition to such amounts as 
are or may be authonz~d by law, for the purpose of raising money for a building fund, 
as authonzed by .secllon 10 of Article X, Oklahoma Constitution, as amended, for 
such School D1stnct wh1ch may b~ used for erecting, remodeling or repairing school 
bu1ld1ngs, and for purchasing furniture; or for one or more or all of such purposes. for 
the use of and to be owned by sa1d Independent School District Number 9 of Tulsa 
County, Oklahoma? 

FOR THE LEVY - YES 

AGAINST THE LEVY- NO 

PROPOSITION 

• • --
.- "Shall Independent School District No. 9 of Tulsa County, Oklahoma, incur an indebt· 

s: edness by 1sswng its bonds in the sum ofThirteen Million Six Hundred Seventy-Five 
0 Thousand Dollars ($13,675,000) to provide funds for the purpose of constructing 
·c equipping, repairing and remodeling school buildings, acquiring school furniture, fix~ 
·~ lures and equipment and acquiring and improving school sites, and levy and collect 
~ a~ annual ta_x, in addition to all other taxes, upon all the taxable property in such 
" D1stnct sufficient to pay the Interest on such bonds as 11 falls due and also to consti-
~ lute a sinking fund for the payment of the principal thereof when due, said bonds to 

bear interest at not to exceed the rate of ten percent (10%) per year, payable semi-
1- annually and to become due serially within five (5) years from their date?" 

FOR THE PROPOSITION - YES • -AGAINST THE PROPOSITION - NO .. -
Annual millage levies require more than a .5Jl'l9. 
majority to pass. Bond proposition requires more 
than a 60% majority to pass. 
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Building A More Perfect Union 
Passage of February 11, 199 7, bond proposition and millage levies vital 

Patrons in southeast Tulsa and northwest 
Broken Arrow have a strong history of sup
porting Union Public Schools. Whether it is 
through direct participation or by passing 
annual millage levies and bond proposi
tions, voters ensure that we at Union keep 
the progress going, that we plan for the 
future, that we build a more perfect Union 
for our students and community. 

On Tuesday, Februrary ll, we ask you to 
continue Union's tradition of excellence by 
casting your ballot. Three issues are to be 
decided -- a bond proposition, three millage levies, and a 
8oard of Education race. 

·Bond Proposition 

The bond proposition is for $13,675 ,000 to construct a new 
wing for 36 classrooms at Union High School, as well as to 
continue the district's five-year plan to provide computers in 
our classrooms, computer training for teachers, and instal
lation of Local-Area Networks (LANs) in each school library. 
Districtwide, bond money would be used to purchase text· 
books, library books, and media/audiovisual equipment. 

Other programs and projects would include: beginning ren
ovation of the old stadium near the Union Sixth/Seventh 
Grade Center for use by physical education classes and by 
various intramural and sports groups; upgrades in lighting 

at the Union Performing Arts Center; 
instructional equipment for the Academic 
Resource Center (ARC); assistive technolo
gy for spedal education; athletic and fine 
arts equipment and uniforms; bleachers at 
Union's softball/baseball complex; build
ing maintenance, repairs, and upgrades to 
improve efficiency and safety; food ser
vices equipment; roof and parking lot 
repairs; heating and air conditioning 
upgrades; and construction of a multi-pur· 
pose building near Union Intermediate 
High School to be used for indoor practice 

by various sports teams districtwide as well as by physical 
education classes. 

Annual Millage Levies 

Also on the ballot February 11 are three school millage levies 
which must be approved by a majority of district voters each 
year so that schools can stay in business. Passage provides 
20 mills for basic school operations. Approval does not 
increase the tax rate. 

The levies include: 

V' 5-mill General (Emergency) Levy 
V' 5-mill Building Fund Levy 
V' 10-mill General (Local Support) Levy 

(See Board of Education Election on foldout inside.) 

The rwo·story, 58,744 square foot expansion at the north end of Union High School would 
include 36 classrooms, 560 lockers, and a multipurpose commons area. 

Precinct Polling Place & Address: 
96 Re5ency Park Nazarene Church 

87 7 E. 51 
100 Southwood Baptist Church 

4020 S. 102 E. Ave. 
101 Garnett Church of Christ 

12000 E. 31 
102 Briarglen Elementary School 

3303 S. 121 E. Ave. 
103 Rockwood Village 

4130 S. 104 E. Ave. 
105 Boevers Elementary School 

3433 S. 133 E. Ave. 
118 Society of Expl. Geophysicists 

8801 S. Yale 
128 Eagle Point Day Room 

5808 E. 71 
133 Christian Chapel 

7807 E. 76 
134 Central Church of the Nazarene 

7291 E. 81 
135 Faith United Methodist Church 

7431 E. 91 
136 Tulsa Bible Church 

8720 E. 61 
137 Hardesty Library 

6737 S. 85 E. Ave. 
138 Suncrest Baptist Church 

6110 S. 99 E. Ave. 
150 Metropolitan Insurance Co. Lobby 

12902 E. 51 
**15 1 Jarman Elementary 

9015 E. 79th 
160 Sawmill Apt. Clubroom 

12903 E. 3 5 Pl. 
169 Country Club of Woodland Hills 

6333 S. 91 E. Ave. 
175 Faith United Methodist Church 

7431 E. 91 
**405 Forest Park Christian Church 

*453 
9102 S. Mingo 
Franciscan Villa 

*454 
17111 E. 51; B.A. 
Peters Elementary School 

*458 
2900 W. Colleg;; B.A. 
Grace Fellows 'p Church 

*460 
9610 S. Garnett; B.A. 
Tulsa Tech S.E. Campus 

**465 
4600 S. Olive; B.A. 
Union 8th Grade Center 

*468 
6501 S. Garnett; B.A. 
St. Michael's Episcopal Church 
883 7 S. Garnett; B.A. 

* Precincts included in Election District # 2 
** Portions of precincts included in Election District #2 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 

~ 
lol 

31 SL 
105 

II ELECTION DISTRJCT #2 

160 

41 SL 

51 SL 

61 SL 

71 SL 

lOS SL 

Voter Registration 

Friday, January 17, is the last day to apply for voter regis
tration for the February 11 election. Forms mus t be post
marked by midnigh t January 17 to be eligible. Voter regis
tration forms are available at all auto tag agencies, state 
offices, and the Tulsa County Election Board, 555 N. Denver 
Ave. 

Absentee Balloting 

Applications for absentee ballots are available at the election 
board office or may be requested by mail by 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 5, 1997, prior to the election. In-per
son absentee balloting will be Monday, February 10, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. at the Tulsa County Election Board. Call 596-5766 or 
596-5767 for more information. 

,, 


