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Animals Help Children Learn, and Children Learn 
How Animals Help The Community 

"Maggie May," a fluffy, four-legged 
mixed breed "Benjie" look-alike, is the 
n ewest ad d ition to McAu liffe Ele
mentary. She's a lovable and friendly 
dog being u sed successfully in a 
behavioral therapy program targeted for 

Teachers Dixie Highberger and Annette Smith 
have established a per therapy program at 
McAuliffe with rhe help of "Maggie May" and 
several community sponsors. 
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children with special needs. 

"Maggie offers unconditional love, 
fosters responsibility, and reduces 
stress among our students," explains 
McAuliffe principal Sandi Calvin. "While 
the impetus for acquiring Maggie has 
been for students with special needs, 
she's been great for the other students 
as well." 

Last s pring Calvin and two teachers, 
Dixie Highberger and Annette Smith, 
presented a pet therapy plan to Dr. 
Roddy Roberts, a McAuliffe parent and 
veterinarian at Cedar Ridge Animal 
Hospital. Dr. Roberts put them in touch 
with Elaine Lee of the Animal Rescue 
Foundation and offered to donate his 
medical services. With l ee's help, they 
found Maggie and began the process of 
looking for an additional dog suited for 
the program. 

The district provides 
security fencing along 
with a kennel and dog 
run. A grant from the 
Union Schools Educa
tion Foundation is 
funding miscellaneous 
supplies , whil e Doug 
Hopper of All Breed s 
Academy is donating a 
portion of th e cost of 
obedience training for 
Maggie. 

Others in the com
munity have offered help 
as well. PetsMart is 
s upp lying dog food, 
while Duane Montgom
ery, a McAuliffe parent 
and owner of Montgom
ery Exterminating , is 
donating lawn treatment. 

students enjoy playing with her. They 
also take responsibility for her needs," 
says Smith. 
Here's what some of the students say 
about Maggie: 
"Magg ie makes me feel happy. She 
watches me do work sometimes." 
"She makes me feel good and keeps me 
company. Maggie is fun. " 
"Maggie makes me f eel good. She is 
nice. I think she is gentle. If you run 
{rom her, she will play with you." 
"Maggie has been a joy to the class. She 
l oves to play tug-of-war. I call her 
Shaggy Maggie." 
"I'm glad we have a dog in our class. I 
feel very excited about Maggie." 
"I love Maggie. I like Maggie in our 
classroom. She is a cute doggie." 

"Maggie fi t s into the 
routine of school 
amazing ly well ," says 
teacher Annette Smith. Third grader Amber Lawrence was among rhe Grove Elementary "She appears to love all School s tudents who learned how helpful horses can be ro Tulsa's 
of the attention, and the Mounted Patrol officers. 
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"CHARACTER 
COUNTS!" 

Is Now A Part 
of Union's 

Curriculum 

During June, more than 40 
Union teachers, principals, and 
school counselors participated 
in character development 
training from one of the 
nation's foremost 
ethicists as the first 
step toward incorpor
ating a "Character 
Counts!" program into 
the Union curriculum. 

Michael Josephson, founder 
and director of the California
based Josephson Institute of 
Ethics, and members of his 

staff conducted the intensive 
training on how to implement 
his highly respected ethical 
decision-making model. 
Participants will train other 
staff members and patrons. 

The "Six Pillars of Character" -
Trustworthiness, 
Respect, Responsibility, ~ 

d ~"!j Fairness, Caring, an ~••}J 
Citizenship -- are the main ~ 
tenets of the Character Counts! ~I~ 
model. According to s uper- flL! 
intendent Dr. Cathy Burden, all 1;~'! 
of those characteristics are r!s>1 

~'rJ1 consistent with the Board of ~y.~ 
Education and district strategic _;_~{~J.... 

planning goals for 
Union students. "Our 
FOR-Union Essential Skills 
Task Force and Board 
members identified a need to 
work on student ethical 
behavior," explained Dr. 
Burden. "With Character 
Counts!, we now have a 
program that will integrate 
into our curriculum 
the ethical standards 

of our community." 

Local sponsors of the training 
included Blimpie's, 51st & 
Harvard; Chili's, 7lst & 
Memorial; the Doubletree at 
Warren Place; the law firm of 
Arrington, Kihle, Gaberino & 
Dunn; and the Rib Crib. 

(Left to right) Art Naylor·High School assistant principal, Lisa LaFreniere-Briarglen teacher, Angela 
Bauer-Grove principal, Tiffany Phenicie·Briarglen teacher, Dave Stauffer-High School principal, and 
Amanda Boone-Grove reacher performed their rendition of "Trustworthiness" during the back-to
school kick-off celebration at the Union Performing Arts Center. 

Wal-Mart Participates In 
Work-Based Education Program 

Work-Based Education, a new program 
under the umbrella of Adult and 
Community Education, has been 
established through funding from the 
State Department of Education's Office 
of Lifelong Learning. The class is based 
on solving problems through teamwork 
and cooperation among employees in 
participating companies. 

Funds were received at the first of the 
year and split three ways among the 
Broken Arrow, Jenks, and Union school 
districts. Wal-Mart management 
selected a group of employees as part of 
a pilot program with Work-Based 
Education, and if the company is happy 
with the results, it will continue to 
participate. 

Classes across the state are working 
with Wal-Mart and many other 
businesses. They meet at the business 
or a nearby location. Wal-Mart 
employees are being taught how to 
properly handle customers' needs, 
complaints, and communication 
strategies, but classes can be structured 
to meet each company's needs and to 
cover a large variety of topics. 

Union Public Schools served as the local 
education agency for the original grant 
and will continue as the coordinating 
agency for the 1996-97 school year. 
Further information on Work-Based 
Education is available by contacting 

JoAnna Jamison at the Union Public 
Schools Education Service Center, 
Community Education Office, 459-3327. 

State law Prohibits Pagers 
and Cellular Phones in 

Public Schools 

State law and Union Board of Education 
Policy prohibit the possession of 

0 
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' l ' ~ . 
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electronic paging devices or 
cellular phones by students 
while on school premises, 
while the student is in transit 
to or from school on a school 
vehicle, or while a student is 
attending any school -
sponsored function, except 

· = with the prior written consent 
of both the parent/legal 
guardian of the student and 
the school principal. 

To obtain the administration's consent, 
the parent/legal guardian must present 
a written request that the student be 
allowed to carry a pager due to medical 
necessity. Such a statement 
must be verified by a 
practicing physician. 

The entire policy may be 
found in the district student 
handbooks under "Electronic 
Paging Devices/Cellular 
Phones." 
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Parent Notification of Child Identification, Location, Screening and Evaluation 

his notice is to inform parents of the 
... 1illd identification, location, screening and 
evaluation activities to be conducted 
throughout the year by the Union Public 
School District in coordination with the 
Oklahoma State Department of Education. 
Personally identifiable information shall be 
collected and maintained in a confidential 
manner in· carrying out the following 
activities: 

REFERRAL - Preschool children ages three 
through five and students enrolled in K-12 
who are suspected of having disabilities 
which may require special and related 
services may be referred for screening and 
evaluation through the local schools. 
Union Public Schools and the Regional 
Education Service Centers coordinate with 
the Sooner Start Early Intervention 
Program in referrals for identification and 
evaluation of infants and toddlers who 
may be eligible for early intervention 
services from birth through two years of 
age or for special education and related 
services beginning at three years of age. 
The Oklahoma Areawide Service Infor
mation System (OASIS), through a toll-free 
number (1-800-42-0ASIS), also provides 
statewide information and referrals to 
local schools and other service providers. 

; REENING - Screening activities may 
include vision, hearing and health. Other 
screening activities may include: review of 
records and educational history; interview; 
observations; and specially developed 
readiness or educational screening instru
ments. The Regional Education Service 
Centers provide assistance and 
consultation to local schools in these 
efforts. 
(1) Readiness Screening - Personally 
identifiable information is collected on all 
kindergarten students participating in 
schoolwide screening to assess readiness 
prior to entry into first grade. Results of 
the screening are made available to 
parents or legal guardians, teachers, and 
school administrators. No child shall be 
screened for readiness or evaluated 
without prior notice to the child's parent 
or legal guardian or whose parent or legal 
guardian has filed written objection with 
the local school district. 
(2) Educational Screening · Educational 
screening includes accepted procedures 
for the identification of children who may 
have special learning needs and may be 
eligible for special education and related 
services in accordance with the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

ch school district in the state provides 
Jucauonal screening. No child shall be 

""fducationally screened without prior 
notice to the child's parent or legal 
guardian or whose parent or legal guardian 
has filed written objection with the local 
school district. 

PUBUC NOTICE 

Union Public Schools makes every effort to contact, evaluate, and educate, in the least restrictive 
environment, each handicapped child under the provisions of Public Law 101-476 (Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act) and State Department of Education guidelines. Parents/guardians may 
call 459-3325 for information. 

Union Public Schools ensures that parent/guardians may inspect and review any educational 
records of their child maintained at the school. Such records are kept in limited access 
confidential files. Confidentiality procedures, including a list of persons with file access, are 
posted in each school building. 

The Union Public School District Plan for Special Education has been filed wi th t he State 
Department of Education, and copies are available for public inspection in the Education Service 
Center. Inquiries concerning special education programs may be directed to Dr. Bonnie Johnson, 
459-3'325. 

* Educational screening is implemented 
for all first grade students each school 
year. 

* Second through twelfth grade students 
shall be screened as needed or upon 
request of the parent, legal guardian, or 
teacher. 

* Students entering the public school 
system from another state or from 
within the state without previous edu
cational screening, shall be education
ally screened within six months from 
the date of such entry. 

EVALUATION - Evaluation means 
procedures used in accordance with 
federal laws and regulations to determine 
whether a child has a disability and the 
nature and extent of the special education 
and related services that the child needs. 
The term means procedures used 
selectively with an individual child and 
does not include basic tests administered 
or procedures used with all children in a 
school, grade, or class. Written consent of 
the parent or legal guardian for such 
evaluation must be on file with the Union 
Public School District prior to any child 
receiving an initial evaluation for special 
education and related services purposes. 
Collection of Personally Identifiable 
Information - Educational records 
containing personally identifiable 
information collected by Union Public 
Schools in the identification, location, 

PUBUC NOTICE 

Union Public Schools is looking for children 
and young people from birth through 21 who 
may be in need of special education services. 
Public law 101·476 mandated confidential 
evaluation and placement for: visually 
impaired, hearing impaired, physical 
disabilities, mental handicaps, speech or 
language disabilities, learning disabilities, 
emotional disturbances or other special 
needs. 

For information or application, please contact 
Special Services for Union Public Schools, 4 59-
3325. All services are without cost to parents 
and are confidential. 

screening, and evaluation of children shall 
be maintained in accordance with Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
and the Policies and Procedures for Special 
Education in Oklahoma. Union Public 
Schools has developed and implemented 
policies regarding the collection, storage, 
disclosure, and destruction of confidential 
student records. Parents may obtain a 
copy of the Union Public School's policy 
from the Office of Superintendent of 
Schools. 

In accordance with FERPA, Union Public 
Schools ensures that the parent or eligible 
student has a right to: 

* inspect and review the students edu
cation records; 

* request the amendment of the students 
education records to ensure that they 
are not inaccurate, misleading or 
otherwise in violation of the student's 
privacy or other rights; 

* consent to disclosure of personally 
identifiable information contained in 
the student's education records, except 
to the extent that the act and regu
lations in this part authorize disclosure 
without consent; 

* file with the United States Department 
of Education a complaint under 99.64 
concerning alleged failures by Union 
Public Schools to comply with the 
requirements of the act and this part; 

* obtain a copy of the FERPA policy 
adopted under 99.6 by Union Public 
Schools upon request from the Office 
of Superintendent. 

Before any major identification, location, 
or evaluation, schools shall provide notice 
to parents. 

The Union Public Schools shall ensure all 
parents who have a primary language 
other than English that they shall be 
afforded written notices and oral 
communication translated so the parents 
understand the communication. This may 
be provided by an interpreter or other 
means necessary. 
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Discover Broadway To Feature Three Nationally 
Acclaimed Children's Productions 

After a successful inaugural season 
last school year, the Union Schools 
Education Foundation announces its 
1996-97 Discover Broadway series 
which will bring three national touring 
productions to the Union Performing 
Arts Center for families throughout the 
area. 

Tom Sawyer is scheduled November 7; 
Pocahontas is set for january 31; and 

pip pi 
Lon 9-
stocking 
w i I l 
round 
out th e 
ser ie s 

April 17, 1997. All shows start at 7 
P.M. and run about an hour. 

Dra~s,trings May Prove 

~ ~fazar'\o;s 
As unttsual a~ i ~a · s'6uhd1 straps and 
drawstring on Crulctr"eh~ ~dotliing may 
~II!. Throughou the',SdJ n.p.Y. reports 
indiCate tJijlt Wli.e,n \draws~ings or 
straps catch on handrails inside bus 
doors and when the driver is unaware 
of the problem, children are often 
dragged as the bus begins to leave. 

Union Public Schools Transportation 
Director, Bob Young says bus handrails 
are checked regularly for anything that 
would make it easy to catch 
drawstrings or belts, and drivers are 
trained to watch for potential 
problems. Parents are urged to make 
sure their children's clothing does not 
have loose or hanging drawstrings and 
to check book bags or back packs for 
loose straps. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is 
published bi-mon thly by Union Public 
Schools, 5656 S. !29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 
74134-6711. It is issued to patrons of the 
Union Public School District free of charge. 
Dr . Ca thy Burden is Superintendent of 
Schools. Gre tchen Haas-Be thell is 
Communicat ion s Direc tor/ Editor. The 
Communicator staff includes Beverl y 
Chanley, Janie Froman, and Beverly 
Thummel. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305. 

"Discover Broadway is an 
excellent family enter
tainment opportunity 
and a perfect way to 
introduce children to the 
excitement of live 
theater," explains Dr. 

Cathy Burden, Superintendent of Union 
Public Schools. "Those who purchase 
season tickets are also supporting the 
Union Schools Education Foundation 
which, in turn, promotes excellence in 
our schools and fund s innovative 
classroom projects through its Grants 
For Teac hers program. We invite 
fa milies throughout the Tulsa area to 
attend these three outstanding 
productions," says Dr. Burden. 

Tickets for each show are $9 and are 
available through Celebrity Attractions 

by calling 254-
1069. For more 
information, call 
the Education 
Service Center 

~'~· - ~19.~~ ~ ~ · I 
[ ____ l 

Communications Department at 459-
3305. 

I 
New Officers Named 

to Union Schools 
Education Foundation 

President~ Geny Adkins 
President-Elect -,-Melissa Culhane 

Secretary - Jeanne Andrews 
'treasurer - Fred Shelton 

Ice Routes Preparations Completed 
Each winter the Union Public Schools Transportation Department determines routes 
on which buses may safely travel during inclement winter weather. While most areas 
of the district have only minor weather-related problems, the area bounded by Yale 
and Sheridan between 76th and 91st Streets requires what are referred to as "Ice 
Routes." 

Ice Routes are alternative stops used when school is sti!J in session but snow or ice 
makes the hill treacherous, forcing buses to travel only arterial streets. Students 
who are affected should receive a map listing the "Ice Route Stops" by the first week 
of December. Please study this map to find the most convenient stop for your 
location. 

Just as school closings are reported, the use of Ice Routes will also be announced by 
televis ion and radio s tations . You may also call the Union Public Schools 
Weatherline at 459-3365 for the same information. 

Bond dollars at work! One of the district's newest buses anived last year, just in time for students 
Oeft to right) Becky Burchfleld, Micah Lucie, Marci Roller, jeff English, and Danny Mercier to toot 
their horns and cheer about it. 
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TCI Cablevision of 
Tulsa/ChannelS To Bring 

"Live" High School Football 
to Your Living Room 

Patrons will now be able to tune into 
TCI Channel 9 on select Thursday and 
Friday nights to see "live" high school 
football coverage courtesy of TCI and 
KTUL Channel 8. 

"The games will showcase the athletes, 
coaches, ba nds , cheerleaders and 
pompon squads," reported Rick 
Comfort, General Manager, TCI 
Cablevision of Tulsa. "We are excited to 
be part of this important community 
effort and to deliver new qu ality 
programming to our customers." 

Game time will be Thursday and Fridays 
at 7:30 p.m. with re-airs at 7:00 p.m. on 
dates listed in parentheses. 

Game schedule for Union is as follows: 
10/11- Owasso @ Union 

Student Ann Knode hits the 
mark! At the end of the school 
year, Eighth Grade Ce n· - -·r-
students received an unus ual 
treat as a reward for exceeding 
their class reading goals. They 
had the opportunity to fling a 
cream pie at then principal, Dr. 
Clark Ogilvie. 

The s tudents read more than 
3,800 books as part of a 
nationwide "Count on Reading" 
incentive sponsored by the 
American Association of School 
Librarians. 

Dr. Ogilvie was heard to 
comment later that other 
principals might want to flnd a 
less sticky means of motivating 
readers. 

Re-airs on 10/ 13 & 10/ 16 
10/17- Union @ Jenks 

Re-airs on 10/20 & 10/23 
11/ 1 - TBA (11/3, 11/5) 
11/8 - Union @ B. Arrow 

Re-airs on 11/ 10 & 11/ 12 

(Left to right) Parent David Kindred, science cuniculum specialist Pam O'Halloran, and 1996 Union 
graduate Scott Kindred attended a scientiflc expedition and cultural exchange at the ]atun Sacha 
Biological Research Station in the Primary Rain Forest, july 10-23. Participants lived with the 
native Quichua Indians for three days and visited an animal rescue and rehabilitation reserve while 
s tudying the biodiversity of the rain forest. 

Union Girls ' Varsity Softball is currently ranked #1 with a 19-4 record. Team members include left 
to right front row: Rainey Garcia, Chris Griffith, Amy Majia, jennifer Hurry, j ennifer Haldennan, 
Cindy Renfroe, j ennifer Hanis, Holly Lenard. Back row: Coach Karie Langelier, Shellie Dolezal, 
Coach Mike Toney, Jamie Fuente, Heather Nichol, She/lie Shafer, Lauren Ray, Linda Corley, Leigh 
Crain, Brandi McGuire, Coach Dave Simmons, and Andrea Stewart. Not Pictured: Coach Steve 
Randall, Coach Andrew ZeFeres, Michelle Creed, and Manager Kiki Frye. 

Union Arts & Crafts Fairs 

November 2 - Peters PTA 
9-5 @ 8th Grade Center - Contact: 
Patty Mmcinelli, 258-3298 
November 9 - Briarglen PTA 
9-5 @ Intermediate High- Contact: 
Barbara Twymm, 627-3Q43 
November 16- McAuliffe PTA 

l 
9-5 @ 8th Grade Center- Contact: 
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Cheerleaders, Porn, and Drill Teams Bring Home Honors 

Varsity Cheerleaders (I to r) First Row: Amanda Gresh 
(Captain), jaime jackson, Audrey Beams, Kristen 
Diven (Co-Captain), Katie Pedicord, Marci Roller, 
Gidget Fields. Second Row: jennifer Warren, Alisha 
Easley, Samantha Blish, Sarah Hensley, Paige 
Winburn, Amber Knapp. Back Row: Nikki Cabbiness 
(Coach), Erin Naylor, Abby Eliot, joey Brown, Shannon 
Sloan, Meghan jackson, Jamie Shaw, Kristi Pierce 

]V Pom (/ to r) First Row: Amanda Tate, Andrea Vandrell, ]il 
McDaniel, jordan Turtle, Casey Curby. Second Row: Erin Schmidt, 
Somer johnson, Emily ]ones, Carmen Daves, Cheyenne Dazey, 
Amanda Robison. Back Row: Becky Hamm, Alisha Philpot, julie 
Bra key, Alison Hartman, jenny Storm. 

Attention Parents of Sophomores 
Union Intermediate High School will administer the 
PlAN, a pre-ACT test to all sophomores on October 28 
& 29 free of charge. The PlAN test, given during 1st-
3rd hours, will be helpful to Union students for career 
and college planning. 

The PSAT will be given Saturday, October 19, from 9-
12:00 A.M. The cost is $9.25. It is a pre-SAT test 
given for practice to sophomores and is optional as to 
who takes it. If you have questions about this 
program, please call an Intermediate High counselor at 
254-8644. 

Union Varsity Cheerleaders returned from a 
National Cheerleaders Association summer 
camp with superior recognition by being 
selected the "Top Team." 

In addition to Top Team, the squad received a 
bid to go to the national competition in Dallas, 
Texas, held in December. The girls also won 
the Champion Chant Award, Team Award 
(given by the other squads), the Spirit Stick 
every night, and a Spirit Stick to bring back to 
their school. The cheerleaders are under the 
direction of Nikki Cabbiness. 

8th Grade Drill Team members are (I to r) Top Row: Kristin Bait jessica Yanosik, 
Tiffany Roy, Brirtney Sheffield, julie Soper. Second Row: Meredith Roar, Marissa 
Fuhrmeister, Rachelle Calhoun, Ashley Love, Lauren Carr, Devon ]ames, Lacy 
Sober, jessica Waesch, Amber Winters. Third Row: Jamie Lloyd, Katie Chilson, 
Kristin Bass, Shawna Koscilski, Renee Wolfenbarger, Stephanie Evans, Tracey 
Tallent, ]ami Mullikin, Carrie Chandler. Bottom Row: Lauren Christoffersen, 
Jennifer Fann, Deborah Pense, Kari Kriegel, Leslie Beard, Lori Johnson, Kylie Cox. 

The Union Varsity Highstepper Drill Team made a name for 
themselves at the American All-Star Dance/Drill Camp at Louisiana 
State University in june when they brought home several awards 
including a Superior Plus on their home routine and the Superior 
Trophy for competition routine. They received all blue ribbons and 
won the Large High School Team Sweepstakes Award. In addition, 19 
girls were selected to go to London as American All-stars. The 
Highsteppers are under the direction of Kristen Hale, a former Union 
Highstepper. 

Union's Elite Eighth Grade Drill Team won top honors at the 
American All Star Camp in july. They received the Sweepstakes 
Award, as well as a marching award and Superior Plus Ratings on 
their two competition routines. Jessica Buchan directs the drill team. 

The Union Junior Varsity Porn Squad had a very successful summer 
at NCA Dance Camp. The team was awarded Excellent Ratings on 
their home and team routines. They received a bid to the National 
Competition, the spirit poms, and the bronze medal in the Circle of 
Winners. The All-American Nominees selected from the squad are 
Amanda Robison and Casey Curby. Union's JV Porn is under the 
direction of Kristy jennings. 
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DArE AMOUNT 

(Left ro right) Dr. Clarence Oliver of Oral Roberts University, Dr. Shirley Robards of the University 
of Tulsa, and Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden join Union Board Member Mike Lester in 
accepting a contribution (rom Greater Tulsa Association of Realtors President Chuck Patterson. 

Realtors Back Education Leaders' Plan For A Tulsa Area 
Professional Development Center 

The Greater Tulsa Association of Realtors recently became the first of what Union 
Board of Education member Mike Lester hopes will be several organizations 
contributing to the formation of a Tulsa Area Professional Development Center. The 
S2,000 check was presented to the Tulsa Coalition for Professional Development 
which represents area public and private schools, vo-tech, and higher education. 

The coalition's goal is to provide continuous teacher training and research, using the 
latest technology and the talents of local master teachers, college professors, and 
nationally known consultants. "By sharing resources, area businesses and education 
institutions will be able to provide teaching professionals access to the latest 
research and equipment, ensuring high-quality training without expensive 
redundancy," explains Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden. Mr. Lester, who is 
also a member of the realtors association, was instrumental in securing the donation. 

Foundation 
Home 
Tour 

Extravaganza 
Scheduled 

Building on the phenomenal success of 
last year's Holiday Home Tour 
Extravaganza, the Union Schools 
Education Foundation has selected a 
cruise ship theme for this year's tour of 
homes. · The 1996 Holiday Home Tour 
Cruise is scheduled Sunday, December 
8, with arts and crafts, holiday gift 
baskets, food, and entertainment at 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo, then 
it's off to tour some of the Union 
district's most elegant designer 
showcase homes. 

Added to the festivities this year is a 
fun-filled preview party Saturday night, 
December 7. The Bon Voyage VIP Party 
will include dinner or hors d'oeuvres, a 
tour of the homes, and the first chance 
at buying the popular Holiday Home 
Tour gift baskets. 

Be watching for details in the Insider 
and Insider Home Edition, or call the 
Union Communications Department, 
459-3305, for more information. 
Meanwhile, mark your calendars today 
for the Union Schoo ls Education 
Foundation 1996 Holiday Home Tour 
Cruise! 

Operations Spotlighted In Summer Showcase 
As they walked into the warehouse's 
new freezer, Board of Education 
members learned that Union kids eat 
cases of French fries each year and that 
the Food Services Department prepares 
approximately 8,000 meals a day. The 
warehouse was one of several stops in 
the half-day Summer Showcase tour of 
school operations. 

Vernon Harmon, Assistant Super
intendent for Support Services, joined 
new Operations Director Rex Woods in 
showing the Board some of the projects 
underway or completed during the 
summer. Among them were 15 new 
classrooms at Union Intermediate High. 

Transportation Director Bob Young 
proudly drove tour participants from 
stop to stop in the district's new 
"Redskin Pride" activity bus, and 
members of the Peters PTA provided a 
home-cooked lunch for the group. 

(Left to right) Assis tant Dire~;tor of Operations Hassan Yekzamlln, an4 Dire~;tor of Operations Rex 
Woods talk with Board members ]ames Williams, Bill Bruner, Frank Spiegelberg, Phil Barr, and 
Mike Lester during a tour of the district's Warehouse, Food Service, Transportation, and Operations 
Departments. 
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Lighting the Candles 

CLC Hub Sites Running Smoothly 

Monday, July 22, was the first day of 
school for some 450 Union elementary 
studen ts following the Continuous 
Learning Calendar. Now in its third 
year, the district's voluntary program 
has been expanded to three hub sites: 
Peters, Clark, and Cedar Ridge. All three 
follow the "school-within-a-school" 
concept to accommodate students on 
both the traditional school calendar and 
the Continuous Learning Calendar. 

"Looping" Begins at McAuliffe 

Students in two fourth grade classes at 
McAuliffe Elementary may be 
experiencing deja vu -- they have the 
same teachers they did last year. In a 
new program called "looping," students 
advanced from third to fourth grade 
with their same teacher and classmates. 
Two fourth grade teachers replaced the 
third grade teachers this year and will 
follow their students to fourth grade for 
the 1997-98 school year. 

According to principal Sandi Calvin, the 
process has many benefits. Students 
have less apprehension about a new 
school year and spend less time 
learning the classroom routine. There is 
a stronger sense of community among 
teachers, students, and families as they 
bond over a two-year period. 

Alternative Kindergarten Is 
Popular at Peters and Andersen 

Kindergartners at Peters and Andersen 
are participating in a vo lun tary, 
alternative schedule. Students attend 
three half days, either morning or 
afternoon, and one full day of school 
each week with one d ay off. The 
program increases the amount of 
instructional time available and eases 
the transition into the full-day schedule 
of first grade. Students have more 
opportunities for large projects and 
enrichment activit ies, such as science 
and computer lab, music and library 
programs, and field trips. 

Cur:dculum Highlights 

New Version of Old Concept 
Works Well 

A multi-age classroom at Grove 
Elementary combines first and second 
graders in one classroom. As the 
students work together, each child's 
strengths are used to help the others. 
The modern concept is rooted in the 
educational tenets used in the one-room 
schoolhouse of a century ago. 

"Teaming" Spreads to 7th Grade 

Seventh grade classes have adopted 
Teaming, a continuation of the smaller 
pod units at the sixth grade level. The 
entire building was designed to facilitate 
the concept of interdisciplinary teaming, 
and a simple rearrangement of 
classrooms allows teachers of math, 
English, social studies, and science to 
work as a team. 

Program Gives Kids a Head Start 

The dis trict has been approved for 
another school site, McAuliffe 
Elementary, to house a Head Start 
Program. Programs were implemented 
last year at Grove, Clark, and Briarglen, 
and two in apartment complexes in the 
district . Plans are ongoing with a 
network of area businesses to develop 
other early childhood opportunities. 

(Left to right) Tiffany Craig-Intermediate High 
teacher, and Kate Watkins and Shannon 
Wilson-6th/ 7th Grade Cen ter teachers, take 
time out (rom new teacher Induction to smile 
for the camera. 

During 
summ e r 
computer 
training for 
teachers, 
one of the 
most fre
quent r e
quests was for a grade book software 
program. The technology department 
has purchased a district license for 
the highly recommended program, 
"Grade Busters: Making the Grade," by 
j ay Klein Productions. All present and 
futu re district computer users will 
have access to this program to make 
students' grades easier to compute 
and more readily available. The 
program is "dual platform" so 
information is interchangeable 
between Macintosh and PCs. 

j ay Klein was at the Education Service 
Center for two days in August for 
"Making the Grade" training. All 
building computer techs attended as 
well as teachers from each building. 

Teacher Induction & 
Orientation 

Ease New-Job Jitters 
"What does my classroom look like? 
Willi be able to find my way around the 
school?" 

Sounds like something a new student 
might ask, but it's actually what a new 
t eacher wondered aloud after con
fessing she'd been too anxious to sleep 
the night before h er job officially 
started. 

Understanding the anxiety that can 
accompany a new job, Dr. jim jones, 
Director of Elementary Curriculum, and 
Charles Claunts, Director of Secondary 
Curriculum, held New Teacher Induction 
Augu st 7 and 8. More than 50 new 
elementary and second ary teachers 
visited selected sites, learned about the 
history of the district, and participated 
in sessions on classroom management, 
multiple intelligences, instructional 
technology, and studen t- led 
conferences. On August 9, the Human 
Resources Department provided 
employee benefits information, and the 
Union Classroom Teachers Association 
hosted lunch at the Intermediate High 
School as part of New Teacher 
Orientation. 
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Environmental ~ .... ,. ..... 

Students Partner ~ 1~ 
with Education ~ ...... 
Service Center ~ 

High School s tudents enrolled in 
Environmental Science are participating 
in a partnership with the Education 
Service Center to recycle scrap paper 
and aluminum cans. They travel from 
the High School to the ESC on Fridays 
during their 2nd and 3rd hour classes to 
collect the materials left in recycling 
boxes throughout the Service Center. 

Russian teens and Union senior Adam Wheeless, third from left, spent time in Russia exploring 
youth involvement in health and safety education, d isaster relief, and leadership development. 
Russian teens and adults then visited TUlsa for three weeks in july as parr of an exchange program 

Special Funds Established 
Union 6th Grade Principal Helen 
Oernigan) Elliott is undergoing cancer 
treatment, approximately 10 weeks of it 
at M.D. Anderson in Houston, Texas. To 
defray travel expenses for Helen's 
family, the 6/7th Grade Center staff har 
established the "Helen Elliott Carin& 
Fund," Tulsa Teachers Credit Union, 
Post Office Box 4999, Tulsa OK 74159-
0999. 

Union Senior in Exchange Program 

As one of five area youths participating 
in a Tulsa-Zelenograd Red Cross youth 
exchange, Union senior Adam Wheeless 
spent three weeks in Russia exploring 
youth involvement in health and safety 
education, disaster relief, and 
leadership development. Adam and his 
peers s tayed with Russian teens and 
adults who then visited Tulsa for three 
weeks in july as the second part of the 
exchange program. 

While in Zelenograd, the Tulsa teens 
addressed participants at the june 7 AI 
Gore-Victor Chernomyrdin Health 
Conference, sharing their views about 
health as it relates to youth around the 
world and discussing the purpose of 
their visit to Russia. "The World Health 
Conference is a big deal," said Clark 
Jensen, Youth Services director for the 
Tulsa Red Cross. "It was a huge honor 
to be invited, much less asked to speak. 
These kids have come away from the 
exchange with cross-cultural awareness, 
a better u nd er standing of global 
community needs, enhanced problem
solving skills, arid knowledge of service 
opportunities within their own 
communities." 

To open the door for the exchange 
program, the Tulsa Area Chapter of the 
American Red Cross competed for a 
special grant -- one of only 10 available 
nationwide -- sponsored by the United 

States Information Agency and made 
available through Sister Cities 
International. 

Along with Sister Cities International 
and the United States Information 
Agency, organizations helping the Red 
Cross with the exchange project include 
Tulsa Global Alliance, Tulsa 
Zelenograd Association, and the 
National Red Cross Office of 
International Services. 

Also for cancer treatment at Houston's 
M. D. Anderson, the Union Alumni 
Association has established a trust fund 
for retired High School teacher Joe 
Elder. Contributions to his fund may be 
sent to People's Bank, P. 0 . Box 54068, 
Tulsa OK 74155-0068. 

Union Students Accepted at Oklahoma School 
for Science and Mathematics 

~~ 
~~if) Jenny Birnbaum and Beth Volberd.ing have 
o t:::J~o/tlf been named finalists for the class of 1998 at 0 0 V~ 'f the Okla homa School for Science and 

-= ~, Mathematics (OSSM). 

OSSM is a public, residential high school for juniors and seniors and is located 
adjacent to the Oklahoma Health Center in Oklahoma City. 

The girls began the application process in March. In addition to an applicant's high 
interest and potential in science and math, the admissions committee reviewed 
standardized tes t scores, previous grades and course work, as well as academi_y 
recommendations. As semifinalists in April, they went to OKC and were interviewe( 
by a statewide citizen selection committee. On june 1, they received notification that 
they were finalists. 

jenny and Beth follow another Union High School representative, Linda Sharkey, who 
is a member of the OSSM Class of 1997. 



August-September, 1996------------------------------ Page 7 

e~ntaries -
Briarglen Students Win In 

State Contest 
The Federal Junior Duck Stamp Contest 
was held statewide recently and Union 
students walked away with many of the 
awards. 

The contest incorporates scientific and 
wildlife management principles into a 
visual arts curriculum. It is designed to 
encourage conservation through the 
arts. 

Rhonda Friday, art teacher at Briarglen, 
is very proud of the s tude nts who 
entered the contest and would like to 
acknowledge the following winners: 
Division 1 (Grades 1-3 ) - Trey Stewart -
1st Place; Jamie Hall and Brian Spikes-
2nd Place tie; Josh Hollander, Lauren 
Miller, and Wesley Moore - 3rd Place 
three-way tie; and Maria Bernal, Hannah 
Bridges, Yer Chang, Nickolas Deles 
Dernier, Deena Hasbini, Cassie Jones, 
Jeremy Pilcher, Justin Searcy, Andrew 
Spradlin, and Nick Stevens - Honorable 

ention. Divis ion 2 (Grad es 4-5) -
Andrew Burnam - 1st Place; Matthew 
Spikes - 2nd Place; Brian Pineau - 3rd 
Place; Alesia Wrigh t, Amber Wright, 
and Ashley Wyatt - Honorable Mention. 

Andrew Burnam's and Trey Stewart's art 
was on display at the Oklahoma City Art 
Festival over Labor Day. 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma 
has established The Caring Program for 
Children which provides free outpatient 
primary and prevent ive health care 
benefits for uninsured children. 

The only costs qualifying families incur 
are small co-payments for emergency 
room visits and prescription drugs. The 
prog ram is financed th rough 
ommunity con tributions to The 

?klaboma Caring Foundation, In c. 

If you would like more information 
concerning eligibility, call Blue Cross 
and Blue Shi eld 's Cus tomer Service 
Division at 918/560-3535. 

Briarglen Federal Duck Stamp Contest winners are front: Andrew Burnam, back row (left to righ!): 
Matthew Spikes, Wesley Moore, Jamie Hall, josh Hollander, and Brian Spikes. Teacher Rhonda 
Friday is on the back row. 

Tulsa Technology Donates Computers to Briarglen 

Exciting things are happening at Briarglen! A new partnership with Tulsa Technology 
has already resulted in the school receiving Macintosh LC computers and great plans 
are underway to involve students of both facilities in working and learning together. 

Fifth grade Briarglen students will be visiting the Tulsa Technology site on October 
24 to attend a Career Awareness Day where they will explore the various areas 
available at Tulsa Technology. In return, science s tudents from the technology 
center will travel to the Briarglen science lab in order to conduct experiments that 
the Briarglen students will observe. 

Steve Sparks (left) and Greg Lobaugh, TTC employees, deliver 
Macintosh LC computers donated to Briarglen. 

Briarglen prin cipal Nancy 
Poole , counselor Brend a 
Bachelder , and Tulsa 
Tec hnology Counse lor of 
Student Ac tivi ties, Diane 
Moore, will continue to plan 
activities. for the two schools 
and Penni Gage, coordinator 
of the Sch ool-to-Wor k 
Program, is helping pull more 
technology programs into the 
classrooms. 

A formal announcement of 
the partnership will be made 
on October 23 in an all-school 
assembly at Briarglen. Guests 
in atten dance will inclu de 
Union Su pe rintendent Dr. 
Cathy Burden; Dr. Gene Calla
han, Area Superintendent of 
Tulsa Technology; and Dr. 
David Holmes, Director of the 
Technology Center. 

-
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II 
Home Depot Par~ership Provides Reading Loft 

for Grove Students 

Fi rst grade students at Grove 
Elementary are enjoying a cozy 
new read ing loft, thanks to a 
business partnership formed with 
Home Depot. While students on 
the top level are reading, others 
can use the computers and writing 
center on the bottom level. Home 
Depot employee Jerry Wyatt built 
the two-tiered, red-white-&-blue 
loft du ring the summer with 
materials donated by Home Depot josh Sala was one of the torch bearers in the 

at ?1st and Mingo. opening ceremony for Grove's Olympic games. 

Representatives from Home Depot 
visited Grove t o see students 
enjoying the loft and to view 
progress on a similar structure 
under construction in the 
kindergarten wing. 

Grove principal Angela Bau er 
praises Home Depot for their 
generosity, "In addition to time 
and materials for the lofts, they 
have also donated tools, supplies, 
and expertise for the Great Grove 

Home Depot employee j erry Wyatt, builder of the loft, Garden." 
poses with the students of Grove who will be enjoying 
his craftsmanship. 

The Olympic Torch at 
Grove Elementary 

WelJ, not exactly, but the Olympic games 
no less. Students at Grove participated 
in a variety of games to win medals at 
the end of their play days. Sports such 
as yard dash, long jump, tug-of-war, 
relays, basketball, and water polo were 
just a few of the events. 

All students received a medal for their 
efforts. Thanks are extended to the 
many volunteers for their help. 

Cedar Ridge CLC Students "Go for the Gold" and Reach for the Stars 

School began for the CLC students at 
Cedar Ridge on July 22. Excited to be 
back and geared up t o wat ch the 
Summer Olympics, the students were 
invited by Cathy Collins, principal of 
Cedar Ridge, t o become miniature 

Crisis Helpline Established 

Union Schools has established a 
hot line for patrons and students 
to call if they are concerned about 
a possible cn s1s situation 
involving s tudents. All calls will 
remain confidential. The number 
to call to leave messages for 

assistance is 181 461-HELP. 

Olympians and "Go for the Gold." 

The Summer Olympics theme of "Going 
for the Gold" was incorporated in all 
academic areas from physical education 
to mus ic. On August 6 , the CLC 
student s participated in a Clos ing 
Ceremony Assembly. They paraded 
through the gymnasium and names 
were drawn for grand prizes, authentic 
Atlanta souvenirs. All of the children 
are truly gold medal winners. 

CLC student Richie Uyttebroek spent 
three "ou t-of-this-world" d ays in 
Houston, Texas, attending space camp 
this summer. 

On the first day, the students 
participated in a mock mission to the 
moon. Day two involved studying the 
space shuttle missions. On the last day, 
a representative from NASA brought 
pieces of the spacesuits actually used on 
missions and gave descriptions of their 
inner workings. 

(Left to right) Marry Smtch, Kartn Carlson, and 
Devan Adamek participated in the Closing 
Ceremony of the CLC Summer Olympic Games 
at Cedar Ridge. 
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Special Funds Established 
Union 6th Grade Principal Helen 
Oernigan) Elliott is undergoing cancer 
treatment, approximately 10 weeks of it 
at M.D. Anderson in Houston, Texas. To 
defray travel expenses for Helen's 
family, the 6/7th Grade Center staff har 
established the "Helen Elliott Carin& 
Fund," Tulsa Teachers Credit Union, 
Post Office Box 4999, Tulsa OK 74159-
0999. 

Union Senior in Exchange Program 

As one of five area youths participating 
in a Tulsa-Zelenograd Red Cross youth 
exchange, Union senior Adam Wheeless 
spent three weeks in Russia exploring 
youth involvement in health and safety 
education, disaster relief, and 
leadership development. Adam and his 
peers s tayed with Russian teens and 
adults who then visited Tulsa for three 
weeks in july as the second part of the 
exchange program. 

While in Zelenograd, the Tulsa teens 
addressed participants at the june 7 AI 
Gore-Victor Chernomyrdin Health 
Conference, sharing their views about 
health as it relates to youth around the 
world and discussing the purpose of 
their visit to Russia. "The World Health 
Conference is a big deal," said Clark 
Jensen, Youth Services director for the 
Tulsa Red Cross. "It was a huge honor 
to be invited, much less asked to speak. 
These kids have come away from the 
exchange with cross-cultural awareness, 
a better u nd er standing of global 
community needs, enhanced problem
solving skills, arid knowledge of service 
opportunities within their own 
communities." 

To open the door for the exchange 
program, the Tulsa Area Chapter of the 
American Red Cross competed for a 
special grant -- one of only 10 available 
nationwide -- sponsored by the United 

States Information Agency and made 
available through Sister Cities 
International. 

Along with Sister Cities International 
and the United States Information 
Agency, organizations helping the Red 
Cross with the exchange project include 
Tulsa Global Alliance, Tulsa 
Zelenograd Association, and the 
National Red Cross Office of 
International Services. 

Also for cancer treatment at Houston's 
M. D. Anderson, the Union Alumni 
Association has established a trust fund 
for retired High School teacher Joe 
Elder. Contributions to his fund may be 
sent to People's Bank, P. 0 . Box 54068, 
Tulsa OK 74155-0068. 

Union Students Accepted at Oklahoma School 
for Science and Mathematics 

~~ 
~~if) Jenny Birnbaum and Beth Volberd.ing have 
o t:::J~o/tlf been named finalists for the class of 1998 at 0 0 V~ 'f the Okla homa School for Science and 

-= ~, Mathematics (OSSM). 

OSSM is a public, residential high school for juniors and seniors and is located 
adjacent to the Oklahoma Health Center in Oklahoma City. 

The girls began the application process in March. In addition to an applicant's high 
interest and potential in science and math, the admissions committee reviewed 
standardized tes t scores, previous grades and course work, as well as academi_y 
recommendations. As semifinalists in April, they went to OKC and were interviewe( 
by a statewide citizen selection committee. On june 1, they received notification that 
they were finalists. 

jenny and Beth follow another Union High School representative, Linda Sharkey, who 
is a member of the OSSM Class of 1997. 
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Cheerleaders, Porn, and Drill Teams Bring Home Honors 

Varsity Cheerleaders (I to r) First Row: Amanda Gresh 
(Captain), jaime jackson, Audrey Beams, Kristen 
Diven (Co-Captain), Katie Pedicord, Marci Roller, 
Gidget Fields. Second Row: jennifer Warren, Alisha 
Easley, Samantha Blish, Sarah Hensley, Paige 
Winburn, Amber Knapp. Back Row: Nikki Cabbiness 
(Coach), Erin Naylor, Abby Eliot, joey Brown, Shannon 
Sloan, Meghan jackson, Jamie Shaw, Kristi Pierce 

]V Pom (/ to r) First Row: Amanda Tate, Andrea Vandrell, ]il 
McDaniel, jordan Turtle, Casey Curby. Second Row: Erin Schmidt, 
Somer johnson, Emily ]ones, Carmen Daves, Cheyenne Dazey, 
Amanda Robison. Back Row: Becky Hamm, Alisha Philpot, julie 
Bra key, Alison Hartman, jenny Storm. 

Attention Parents of Sophomores 
Union Intermediate High School will administer the 
PlAN, a pre-ACT test to all sophomores on October 28 
& 29 free of charge. The PlAN test, given during 1st-
3rd hours, will be helpful to Union students for career 
and college planning. 

The PSAT will be given Saturday, October 19, from 9-
12:00 A.M. The cost is $9.25. It is a pre-SAT test 
given for practice to sophomores and is optional as to 
who takes it. If you have questions about this 
program, please call an Intermediate High counselor at 
254-8644. 

Union Varsity Cheerleaders returned from a 
National Cheerleaders Association summer 
camp with superior recognition by being 
selected the "Top Team." 

In addition to Top Team, the squad received a 
bid to go to the national competition in Dallas, 
Texas, held in December. The girls also won 
the Champion Chant Award, Team Award 
(given by the other squads), the Spirit Stick 
every night, and a Spirit Stick to bring back to 
their school. The cheerleaders are under the 
direction of Nikki Cabbiness. 

8th Grade Drill Team members are (I to r) Top Row: Kristin Bait jessica Yanosik, 
Tiffany Roy, Brirtney Sheffield, julie Soper. Second Row: Meredith Roar, Marissa 
Fuhrmeister, Rachelle Calhoun, Ashley Love, Lauren Carr, Devon ]ames, Lacy 
Sober, jessica Waesch, Amber Winters. Third Row: Jamie Lloyd, Katie Chilson, 
Kristin Bass, Shawna Koscilski, Renee Wolfenbarger, Stephanie Evans, Tracey 
Tallent, ]ami Mullikin, Carrie Chandler. Bottom Row: Lauren Christoffersen, 
Jennifer Fann, Deborah Pense, Kari Kriegel, Leslie Beard, Lori Johnson, Kylie Cox. 

The Union Varsity Highstepper Drill Team made a name for 
themselves at the American All-Star Dance/Drill Camp at Louisiana 
State University in june when they brought home several awards 
including a Superior Plus on their home routine and the Superior 
Trophy for competition routine. They received all blue ribbons and 
won the Large High School Team Sweepstakes Award. In addition, 19 
girls were selected to go to London as American All-stars. The 
Highsteppers are under the direction of Kristen Hale, a former Union 
Highstepper. 

Union's Elite Eighth Grade Drill Team won top honors at the 
American All Star Camp in july. They received the Sweepstakes 
Award, as well as a marching award and Superior Plus Ratings on 
their two competition routines. Jessica Buchan directs the drill team. 

The Union Junior Varsity Porn Squad had a very successful summer 
at NCA Dance Camp. The team was awarded Excellent Ratings on 
their home and team routines. They received a bid to the National 
Competition, the spirit poms, and the bronze medal in the Circle of 
Winners. The All-American Nominees selected from the squad are 
Amanda Robison and Casey Curby. Union's JV Porn is under the 
direction of Kristy jennings. 
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DArE AMOUNT 

(Left ro right) Dr. Clarence Oliver of Oral Roberts University, Dr. Shirley Robards of the University 
of Tulsa, and Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden join Union Board Member Mike Lester in 
accepting a contribution (rom Greater Tulsa Association of Realtors President Chuck Patterson. 

Realtors Back Education Leaders' Plan For A Tulsa Area 
Professional Development Center 

The Greater Tulsa Association of Realtors recently became the first of what Union 
Board of Education member Mike Lester hopes will be several organizations 
contributing to the formation of a Tulsa Area Professional Development Center. The 
S2,000 check was presented to the Tulsa Coalition for Professional Development 
which represents area public and private schools, vo-tech, and higher education. 

The coalition's goal is to provide continuous teacher training and research, using the 
latest technology and the talents of local master teachers, college professors, and 
nationally known consultants. "By sharing resources, area businesses and education 
institutions will be able to provide teaching professionals access to the latest 
research and equipment, ensuring high-quality training without expensive 
redundancy," explains Union Superintendent Dr. Cathy Burden. Mr. Lester, who is 
also a member of the realtors association, was instrumental in securing the donation. 

Foundation 
Home 
Tour 

Extravaganza 
Scheduled 

Building on the phenomenal success of 
last year's Holiday Home Tour 
Extravaganza, the Union Schools 
Education Foundation has selected a 
cruise ship theme for this year's tour of 
homes. · The 1996 Holiday Home Tour 
Cruise is scheduled Sunday, December 
8, with arts and crafts, holiday gift 
baskets, food, and entertainment at 
Union High School, 6636 S. Mingo, then 
it's off to tour some of the Union 
district's most elegant designer 
showcase homes. 

Added to the festivities this year is a 
fun-filled preview party Saturday night, 
December 7. The Bon Voyage VIP Party 
will include dinner or hors d'oeuvres, a 
tour of the homes, and the first chance 
at buying the popular Holiday Home 
Tour gift baskets. 

Be watching for details in the Insider 
and Insider Home Edition, or call the 
Union Communications Department, 
459-3305, for more information. 
Meanwhile, mark your calendars today 
for the Union Schoo ls Education 
Foundation 1996 Holiday Home Tour 
Cruise! 

Operations Spotlighted In Summer Showcase 
As they walked into the warehouse's 
new freezer, Board of Education 
members learned that Union kids eat 
cases of French fries each year and that 
the Food Services Department prepares 
approximately 8,000 meals a day. The 
warehouse was one of several stops in 
the half-day Summer Showcase tour of 
school operations. 

Vernon Harmon, Assistant Super
intendent for Support Services, joined 
new Operations Director Rex Woods in 
showing the Board some of the projects 
underway or completed during the 
summer. Among them were 15 new 
classrooms at Union Intermediate High. 

Transportation Director Bob Young 
proudly drove tour participants from 
stop to stop in the district's new 
"Redskin Pride" activity bus, and 
members of the Peters PTA provided a 
home-cooked lunch for the group. 

(Left to right) Assis tant Dire~;tor of Operations Hassan Yekzamlln, an4 Dire~;tor of Operations Rex 
Woods talk with Board members ]ames Williams, Bill Bruner, Frank Spiegelberg, Phil Barr, and 
Mike Lester during a tour of the district's Warehouse, Food Service, Transportation, and Operations 
Departments. 
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Discover Broadway To Feature Three Nationally 
Acclaimed Children's Productions 

After a successful inaugural season 
last school year, the Union Schools 
Education Foundation announces its 
1996-97 Discover Broadway series 
which will bring three national touring 
productions to the Union Performing 
Arts Center for families throughout the 
area. 

Tom Sawyer is scheduled November 7; 
Pocahontas is set for january 31; and 

pip pi 
Lon 9-
stocking 
w i I l 
round 
out th e 
ser ie s 

April 17, 1997. All shows start at 7 
P.M. and run about an hour. 

Dra~s,trings May Prove 

~ ~fazar'\o;s 
As unttsual a~ i ~a · s'6uhd1 straps and 
drawstring on Crulctr"eh~ ~dotliing may 
~II!. Throughou the',SdJ n.p.Y. reports 
indiCate tJijlt Wli.e,n \draws~ings or 
straps catch on handrails inside bus 
doors and when the driver is unaware 
of the problem, children are often 
dragged as the bus begins to leave. 

Union Public Schools Transportation 
Director, Bob Young says bus handrails 
are checked regularly for anything that 
would make it easy to catch 
drawstrings or belts, and drivers are 
trained to watch for potential 
problems. Parents are urged to make 
sure their children's clothing does not 
have loose or hanging drawstrings and 
to check book bags or back packs for 
loose straps. 

the Communicator 

The Communicator (USPS 097 430) is 
published bi-mon thly by Union Public 
Schools, 5656 S. !29th E. Ave., Tulsa, OK 
74134-6711. It is issued to patrons of the 
Union Public School District free of charge. 
Dr . Ca thy Burden is Superintendent of 
Schools. Gre tchen Haas-Be thell is 
Communicat ion s Direc tor/ Editor. The 
Communicator staff includes Beverl y 
Chanley, Janie Froman, and Beverly 
Thummel. Periodicals postage paid at Tulsa, 
OK. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Communicator, 5656 S. 129th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74134-6711, or call459-3305. 

"Discover Broadway is an 
excellent family enter
tainment opportunity 
and a perfect way to 
introduce children to the 
excitement of live 
theater," explains Dr. 

Cathy Burden, Superintendent of Union 
Public Schools. "Those who purchase 
season tickets are also supporting the 
Union Schools Education Foundation 
which, in turn, promotes excellence in 
our schools and fund s innovative 
classroom projects through its Grants 
For Teac hers program. We invite 
fa milies throughout the Tulsa area to 
attend these three outstanding 
productions," says Dr. Burden. 

Tickets for each show are $9 and are 
available through Celebrity Attractions 

by calling 254-
1069. For more 
information, call 
the Education 
Service Center 

~'~· - ~19.~~ ~ ~ · I 
[ ____ l 

Communications Department at 459-
3305. 

I 
New Officers Named 

to Union Schools 
Education Foundation 

President~ Geny Adkins 
President-Elect -,-Melissa Culhane 

Secretary - Jeanne Andrews 
'treasurer - Fred Shelton 

Ice Routes Preparations Completed 
Each winter the Union Public Schools Transportation Department determines routes 
on which buses may safely travel during inclement winter weather. While most areas 
of the district have only minor weather-related problems, the area bounded by Yale 
and Sheridan between 76th and 91st Streets requires what are referred to as "Ice 
Routes." 

Ice Routes are alternative stops used when school is sti!J in session but snow or ice 
makes the hill treacherous, forcing buses to travel only arterial streets. Students 
who are affected should receive a map listing the "Ice Route Stops" by the first week 
of December. Please study this map to find the most convenient stop for your 
location. 

Just as school closings are reported, the use of Ice Routes will also be announced by 
televis ion and radio s tations . You may also call the Union Public Schools 
Weatherline at 459-3365 for the same information. 

Bond dollars at work! One of the district's newest buses anived last year, just in time for students 
Oeft to right) Becky Burchfleld, Micah Lucie, Marci Roller, jeff English, and Danny Mercier to toot 
their horns and cheer about it. 
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TCI Cablevision of 
Tulsa/ChannelS To Bring 

"Live" High School Football 
to Your Living Room 

Patrons will now be able to tune into 
TCI Channel 9 on select Thursday and 
Friday nights to see "live" high school 
football coverage courtesy of TCI and 
KTUL Channel 8. 

"The games will showcase the athletes, 
coaches, ba nds , cheerleaders and 
pompon squads," reported Rick 
Comfort, General Manager, TCI 
Cablevision of Tulsa. "We are excited to 
be part of this important community 
effort and to deliver new qu ality 
programming to our customers." 

Game time will be Thursday and Fridays 
at 7:30 p.m. with re-airs at 7:00 p.m. on 
dates listed in parentheses. 

Game schedule for Union is as follows: 
10/11- Owasso @ Union 

Student Ann Knode hits the 
mark! At the end of the school 
year, Eighth Grade Ce n· - -·r-
students received an unus ual 
treat as a reward for exceeding 
their class reading goals. They 
had the opportunity to fling a 
cream pie at then principal, Dr. 
Clark Ogilvie. 

The s tudents read more than 
3,800 books as part of a 
nationwide "Count on Reading" 
incentive sponsored by the 
American Association of School 
Librarians. 

Dr. Ogilvie was heard to 
comment later that other 
principals might want to flnd a 
less sticky means of motivating 
readers. 

Re-airs on 10/ 13 & 10/ 16 
10/17- Union @ Jenks 

Re-airs on 10/20 & 10/23 
11/ 1 - TBA (11/3, 11/5) 
11/8 - Union @ B. Arrow 

Re-airs on 11/ 10 & 11/ 12 

(Left to right) Parent David Kindred, science cuniculum specialist Pam O'Halloran, and 1996 Union 
graduate Scott Kindred attended a scientiflc expedition and cultural exchange at the ]atun Sacha 
Biological Research Station in the Primary Rain Forest, july 10-23. Participants lived with the 
native Quichua Indians for three days and visited an animal rescue and rehabilitation reserve while 
s tudying the biodiversity of the rain forest. 

Union Girls ' Varsity Softball is currently ranked #1 with a 19-4 record. Team members include left 
to right front row: Rainey Garcia, Chris Griffith, Amy Majia, jennifer Hurry, j ennifer Haldennan, 
Cindy Renfroe, j ennifer Hanis, Holly Lenard. Back row: Coach Karie Langelier, Shellie Dolezal, 
Coach Mike Toney, Jamie Fuente, Heather Nichol, She/lie Shafer, Lauren Ray, Linda Corley, Leigh 
Crain, Brandi McGuire, Coach Dave Simmons, and Andrea Stewart. Not Pictured: Coach Steve 
Randall, Coach Andrew ZeFeres, Michelle Creed, and Manager Kiki Frye. 

Union Arts & Crafts Fairs 

November 2 - Peters PTA 
9-5 @ 8th Grade Center - Contact: 
Patty Mmcinelli, 258-3298 
November 9 - Briarglen PTA 
9-5 @ Intermediate High- Contact: 
Barbara Twymm, 627-3Q43 
November 16- McAuliffe PTA 

l 
9-5 @ 8th Grade Center- Contact: 
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"CHARACTER 
COUNTS!" 

Is Now A Part 
of Union's 

Curriculum 

During June, more than 40 
Union teachers, principals, and 
school counselors participated 
in character development 
training from one of the 
nation's foremost 
ethicists as the first 
step toward incorpor
ating a "Character 
Counts!" program into 
the Union curriculum. 

Michael Josephson, founder 
and director of the California
based Josephson Institute of 
Ethics, and members of his 

staff conducted the intensive 
training on how to implement 
his highly respected ethical 
decision-making model. 
Participants will train other 
staff members and patrons. 

The "Six Pillars of Character" -
Trustworthiness, 
Respect, Responsibility, ~ 

d ~"!j Fairness, Caring, an ~••}J 
Citizenship -- are the main ~ 
tenets of the Character Counts! ~I~ 
model. According to s uper- flL! 
intendent Dr. Cathy Burden, all 1;~'! 
of those characteristics are r!s>1 

~'rJ1 consistent with the Board of ~y.~ 
Education and district strategic _;_~{~J.... 

planning goals for 
Union students. "Our 
FOR-Union Essential Skills 
Task Force and Board 
members identified a need to 
work on student ethical 
behavior," explained Dr. 
Burden. "With Character 
Counts!, we now have a 
program that will integrate 
into our curriculum 
the ethical standards 

of our community." 

Local sponsors of the training 
included Blimpie's, 51st & 
Harvard; Chili's, 7lst & 
Memorial; the Doubletree at 
Warren Place; the law firm of 
Arrington, Kihle, Gaberino & 
Dunn; and the Rib Crib. 

(Left to right) Art Naylor·High School assistant principal, Lisa LaFreniere-Briarglen teacher, Angela 
Bauer-Grove principal, Tiffany Phenicie·Briarglen teacher, Dave Stauffer-High School principal, and 
Amanda Boone-Grove reacher performed their rendition of "Trustworthiness" during the back-to
school kick-off celebration at the Union Performing Arts Center. 

Wal-Mart Participates In 
Work-Based Education Program 

Work-Based Education, a new program 
under the umbrella of Adult and 
Community Education, has been 
established through funding from the 
State Department of Education's Office 
of Lifelong Learning. The class is based 
on solving problems through teamwork 
and cooperation among employees in 
participating companies. 

Funds were received at the first of the 
year and split three ways among the 
Broken Arrow, Jenks, and Union school 
districts. Wal-Mart management 
selected a group of employees as part of 
a pilot program with Work-Based 
Education, and if the company is happy 
with the results, it will continue to 
participate. 

Classes across the state are working 
with Wal-Mart and many other 
businesses. They meet at the business 
or a nearby location. Wal-Mart 
employees are being taught how to 
properly handle customers' needs, 
complaints, and communication 
strategies, but classes can be structured 
to meet each company's needs and to 
cover a large variety of topics. 

Union Public Schools served as the local 
education agency for the original grant 
and will continue as the coordinating 
agency for the 1996-97 school year. 
Further information on Work-Based 
Education is available by contacting 

JoAnna Jamison at the Union Public 
Schools Education Service Center, 
Community Education Office, 459-3327. 

State law Prohibits Pagers 
and Cellular Phones in 

Public Schools 

State law and Union Board of Education 
Policy prohibit the possession of 

0 
--

'fl·' > ·- • 

' l ' ~ . 

• 1. { ' 

electronic paging devices or 
cellular phones by students 
while on school premises, 
while the student is in transit 
to or from school on a school 
vehicle, or while a student is 
attending any school -
sponsored function, except 

· = with the prior written consent 
of both the parent/legal 
guardian of the student and 
the school principal. 

To obtain the administration's consent, 
the parent/legal guardian must present 
a written request that the student be 
allowed to carry a pager due to medical 
necessity. Such a statement 
must be verified by a 
practicing physician. 

The entire policy may be 
found in the district student 
handbooks under "Electronic 
Paging Devices/Cellular 
Phones." 
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Parent Notification of Child Identification, Location, Screening and Evaluation 

his notice is to inform parents of the 
... 1illd identification, location, screening and 
evaluation activities to be conducted 
throughout the year by the Union Public 
School District in coordination with the 
Oklahoma State Department of Education. 
Personally identifiable information shall be 
collected and maintained in a confidential 
manner in· carrying out the following 
activities: 

REFERRAL - Preschool children ages three 
through five and students enrolled in K-12 
who are suspected of having disabilities 
which may require special and related 
services may be referred for screening and 
evaluation through the local schools. 
Union Public Schools and the Regional 
Education Service Centers coordinate with 
the Sooner Start Early Intervention 
Program in referrals for identification and 
evaluation of infants and toddlers who 
may be eligible for early intervention 
services from birth through two years of 
age or for special education and related 
services beginning at three years of age. 
The Oklahoma Areawide Service Infor
mation System (OASIS), through a toll-free 
number (1-800-42-0ASIS), also provides 
statewide information and referrals to 
local schools and other service providers. 

; REENING - Screening activities may 
include vision, hearing and health. Other 
screening activities may include: review of 
records and educational history; interview; 
observations; and specially developed 
readiness or educational screening instru
ments. The Regional Education Service 
Centers provide assistance and 
consultation to local schools in these 
efforts. 
(1) Readiness Screening - Personally 
identifiable information is collected on all 
kindergarten students participating in 
schoolwide screening to assess readiness 
prior to entry into first grade. Results of 
the screening are made available to 
parents or legal guardians, teachers, and 
school administrators. No child shall be 
screened for readiness or evaluated 
without prior notice to the child's parent 
or legal guardian or whose parent or legal 
guardian has filed written objection with 
the local school district. 
(2) Educational Screening · Educational 
screening includes accepted procedures 
for the identification of children who may 
have special learning needs and may be 
eligible for special education and related 
services in accordance with the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 

ch school district in the state provides 
Jucauonal screening. No child shall be 

""fducationally screened without prior 
notice to the child's parent or legal 
guardian or whose parent or legal guardian 
has filed written objection with the local 
school district. 

PUBUC NOTICE 

Union Public Schools makes every effort to contact, evaluate, and educate, in the least restrictive 
environment, each handicapped child under the provisions of Public Law 101-476 (Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act) and State Department of Education guidelines. Parents/guardians may 
call 459-3325 for information. 

Union Public Schools ensures that parent/guardians may inspect and review any educational 
records of their child maintained at the school. Such records are kept in limited access 
confidential files. Confidentiality procedures, including a list of persons with file access, are 
posted in each school building. 

The Union Public School District Plan for Special Education has been filed wi th t he State 
Department of Education, and copies are available for public inspection in the Education Service 
Center. Inquiries concerning special education programs may be directed to Dr. Bonnie Johnson, 
459-3'325. 

* Educational screening is implemented 
for all first grade students each school 
year. 

* Second through twelfth grade students 
shall be screened as needed or upon 
request of the parent, legal guardian, or 
teacher. 

* Students entering the public school 
system from another state or from 
within the state without previous edu
cational screening, shall be education
ally screened within six months from 
the date of such entry. 

EVALUATION - Evaluation means 
procedures used in accordance with 
federal laws and regulations to determine 
whether a child has a disability and the 
nature and extent of the special education 
and related services that the child needs. 
The term means procedures used 
selectively with an individual child and 
does not include basic tests administered 
or procedures used with all children in a 
school, grade, or class. Written consent of 
the parent or legal guardian for such 
evaluation must be on file with the Union 
Public School District prior to any child 
receiving an initial evaluation for special 
education and related services purposes. 
Collection of Personally Identifiable 
Information - Educational records 
containing personally identifiable 
information collected by Union Public 
Schools in the identification, location, 

PUBUC NOTICE 

Union Public Schools is looking for children 
and young people from birth through 21 who 
may be in need of special education services. 
Public law 101·476 mandated confidential 
evaluation and placement for: visually 
impaired, hearing impaired, physical 
disabilities, mental handicaps, speech or 
language disabilities, learning disabilities, 
emotional disturbances or other special 
needs. 

For information or application, please contact 
Special Services for Union Public Schools, 4 59-
3325. All services are without cost to parents 
and are confidential. 

screening, and evaluation of children shall 
be maintained in accordance with Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
and the Policies and Procedures for Special 
Education in Oklahoma. Union Public 
Schools has developed and implemented 
policies regarding the collection, storage, 
disclosure, and destruction of confidential 
student records. Parents may obtain a 
copy of the Union Public School's policy 
from the Office of Superintendent of 
Schools. 

In accordance with FERPA, Union Public 
Schools ensures that the parent or eligible 
student has a right to: 

* inspect and review the students edu
cation records; 

* request the amendment of the students 
education records to ensure that they 
are not inaccurate, misleading or 
otherwise in violation of the student's 
privacy or other rights; 

* consent to disclosure of personally 
identifiable information contained in 
the student's education records, except 
to the extent that the act and regu
lations in this part authorize disclosure 
without consent; 

* file with the United States Department 
of Education a complaint under 99.64 
concerning alleged failures by Union 
Public Schools to comply with the 
requirements of the act and this part; 

* obtain a copy of the FERPA policy 
adopted under 99.6 by Union Public 
Schools upon request from the Office 
of Superintendent. 

Before any major identification, location, 
or evaluation, schools shall provide notice 
to parents. 

The Union Public Schools shall ensure all 
parents who have a primary language 
other than English that they shall be 
afforded written notices and oral 
communication translated so the parents 
understand the communication. This may 
be provided by an interpreter or other 
means necessary. 
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Animals Help Children Learn, and Children Learn 
How Animals Help The Community 

"Maggie May," a fluffy, four-legged 
mixed breed "Benjie" look-alike, is the 
n ewest ad d ition to McAu liffe Ele
mentary. She's a lovable and friendly 
dog being u sed successfully in a 
behavioral therapy program targeted for 

Teachers Dixie Highberger and Annette Smith 
have established a per therapy program at 
McAuliffe with rhe help of "Maggie May" and 
several community sponsors. 

the Inside Story 

Incorporating Character Counts! 
into curriculum ........................ Pg. 2 
Discover Broadway with three 
great productions .................... Pg. 3 

Spotlight shines on 
Operations ................................ Pg. 4 

Curriculum highlights 
outlined ...................................... Pg. 5 

Exchange program 
sends students to Russia ....... Pg. 8 

Union football 
being broadcast LNE .......... Pg. 10 

children with special needs. 

"Maggie offers unconditional love, 
fosters responsibility, and reduces 
stress among our students," explains 
McAuliffe principal Sandi Calvin. "While 
the impetus for acquiring Maggie has 
been for students with special needs, 
she's been great for the other students 
as well." 

Last s pring Calvin and two teachers, 
Dixie Highberger and Annette Smith, 
presented a pet therapy plan to Dr. 
Roddy Roberts, a McAuliffe parent and 
veterinarian at Cedar Ridge Animal 
Hospital. Dr. Roberts put them in touch 
with Elaine Lee of the Animal Rescue 
Foundation and offered to donate his 
medical services. With l ee's help, they 
found Maggie and began the process of 
looking for an additional dog suited for 
the program. 

The district provides 
security fencing along 
with a kennel and dog 
run. A grant from the 
Union Schools Educa
tion Foundation is 
funding miscellaneous 
supplies , whil e Doug 
Hopper of All Breed s 
Academy is donating a 
portion of th e cost of 
obedience training for 
Maggie. 

Others in the com
munity have offered help 
as well. PetsMart is 
s upp lying dog food, 
while Duane Montgom
ery, a McAuliffe parent 
and owner of Montgom
ery Exterminating , is 
donating lawn treatment. 

students enjoy playing with her. They 
also take responsibility for her needs," 
says Smith. 
Here's what some of the students say 
about Maggie: 
"Magg ie makes me feel happy. She 
watches me do work sometimes." 
"She makes me feel good and keeps me 
company. Maggie is fun. " 
"Maggie makes me f eel good. She is 
nice. I think she is gentle. If you run 
{rom her, she will play with you." 
"Maggie has been a joy to the class. She 
l oves to play tug-of-war. I call her 
Shaggy Maggie." 
"I'm glad we have a dog in our class. I 
feel very excited about Maggie." 
"I love Maggie. I like Maggie in our 
classroom. She is a cute doggie." 

"Maggie fi t s into the 
routine of school 
amazing ly well ," says 
teacher Annette Smith. Third grader Amber Lawrence was among rhe Grove Elementary "She appears to love all School s tudents who learned how helpful horses can be ro Tulsa's 
of the attention, and the Mounted Patrol officers. 
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