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Clark Offers FAST Way To Involve Parents and Assist Students 
Clark Elementary' principal Becky Hale 
quotes an African proverb, "It takes a 
village to raise a child," as she 
enthusiastically describes the concept 
behind Clark's new Families and Schools 
Together (FAST) prog-ram. Founded in 
Wisconsin and operating at more than 
200 sites in 20 states, 
FAST is a program for 
parents that uses 
resources from the 
school, community 
agencies, area busi
nesses, and service 
organizations to 
assist families with 
the success of their 
children. 

idea of prevention, and that's what FAST 
is all about." Mrs. McKethan says. 
"Parents are the ones who will make an 
impact in their children's lives, and this 
program reaches out to loving parents 
who might benefit from some 
assistance." 

foster open parent-child commun
ication. For example, explains Mrs. 
McKethan, "A portion of the evening is 
spent in special play between the parent 
and the targeted child. The child is 
given a bag with an assortment of toys 
and is supposed to lead the parent in 

play. The parent is 
not to reject, criticize, 
or direct but simply 
to mirror the child. 
It's a great learning 
experience for both of 
them," she says. 

It Clark, the focus is 
n students kinder

garten through third 
grade and is aimed at 
preventing school 
failure and future 
substance abuse 
while bolstering the 
role of parents as 
partners and advo
cates for their chil
dren and other 

Pictured lefr to right are members of the FAST team: (back row) teacher Steve Skeie, Clark 
principal Becky Hale, teacher Laura Heldmann, school counselor Shirley Skinner, and Clark 
PTA treasurer Carolyn Siegfried; (front row) Psychologist Angela Love, Target Personnel 
Manager Mike Voigt, National Honor Society President Karen Chen, and FAST facilitator ]an 

When the children go 
to another room for 
structured play or fun 
learning time super
vised by teachers or 
volunteers from the 
National Honor Soci
ety, the adults hear 
from a speaker or 
simply discuss the 
joys and hassles of 
being a parent. 
"Every activity is 
focused toward em
powering parents at 
home and in their McKethan. 

parents in the education process. Clark 
is the first school in the district to 
implement FAST. Its "village" includes 
school staff, the Clark PTA, the 
Community Service Council of Tulsa, 
Family and Children's Services, Union 
High School National Honor Society, the 
Junior League of Tulsa, Operation 
Aware, Target at Eastland, Kinko's at 
6lst and Memorial, and Polo Ralph 
Lauren at Utica Square. All contribute 
volunteers or money, or both. 

Their efforts are coordinated by Jan 
McKethan, a licensed marital and family 
therapist who has an office at Clark and 
whose salary is paid through a federal 
~rant. Before joining the FAST program, 
~he was a counselor and acting director 

"' of the Frances E. Willard Home for girls 
in Tulsa. 
"Having seen problems that become full 
blown in adolescents, I really like the 

How does FAST assist parents and 
students? In a number of ways, 
according to Mrs. Hale. "At Clark we 
want to address the issue of student 
attendance, and parent involvement will 
help. We also want the school to be a 
place where parents feel comfortable, a 
place where they can hook into 
community services for their families. 
We looked at various Community 
Service Council programs and FAST 
seemed to be the perfect match for what 
we wanted." 

How does the program work? It starts 
with meetings held one night a week for 
eight weeks. Up to twelve families of 
students identified as having the 
potential for benefiting from the 
program are asked to attend the eight
week session. At the meetings they 
share a meal, work on family projects 
and complete exercises designed to 

neighborhoods," explains Mrs. Hale. 

Once families complete the eight-week 
session, they celebrate with an official 
graduation and become members of a 
parent advisory council. "We get the 
parents started," says Carolyn Siegfried, 
the parent representative for FAST. 
"But they form an ongoing support 
group which meets once a month and 
plans fun family activities .... ! am 
involved in the school, and I am happy 
to see Clark doing more outreach. FAST 
will benefit a lot of parents and their 
children," she says. 
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February 24- 2:oo & 7:30 P.M. 

and 

Sfeepi , 
tJ3eau ', 

Union High School 
Performing Arts Center 

Season Tickets 254-1 069 

Benefiting the I UNION SCHOOLS 
11 EDUCATION 
I FOUNDt\J'ION 

Presented in association with Celebrity Attractions! 
Sponsored by: F&M Bank, KJRH·2 News NBC, 

and KOOL 1 06.1 

Tulsa Education Fund 
Announces Grant Awards 

Tulsa Education Fund grant recipients 
were announced in January and they 
included the following Union teachers: 
Cheryl Mathews (Andersen), Rhonda 
Friday, Betty Mitchell, Pam Riggs, & 
Shelia Smith (Briarglen), Mary Griffin & 
judy Cairl (Cedar Ridge), Alice Stanish & 
Sue Bishop (Darnaby), Margaret 
Goodwin, Trisha Lewellen, Kim Sixsmith, 
& Linda Wallace (Peters), and Brent 
Butler (8th Grade Center). 

The Union Schools Education 
Foundation also awarded grants in 
January. For a complete listing, see the 
Foundation's "1994-95 Annual Report" 
included in this issue of the 
Communicator. 

PUBUC NOTICE 
Union Public Schools is looking for young 
people from birth through 21 who may be in 
need of special education services. Public Law 
101·476 mandates confidential evaluation and 
placement for : visually impaired, hearing 
impair ed , physical disabilitie s , mental 
handicaps, spe ech or language disabilities, 
learning disabilities, emotional dis turbances or 
other special needs. 

For information or application, please contact 
Special Services for Union Public Schools, 459· 
332 5. All services are without cost to parents 
and are confidential. 

February-March, 1996 

Union Schedules Testing for Students 

House Bill 1017 provides the 
opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeavors 
by subject, course, and/or grade level, 
based upon mastery of the Oklahoma 
Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) 
objectives. Proficiency Based Promotion 
is intended to serve those students 
enrolled in Union Public Schools whose 
needs cannot be met by following the 
traditional timetable and sequence. 
April 5 is the deadline for completing 
and returning applications. Testing at 
each site takes place April 22-May 3. 
Applications and information are 
available from school counselors. 

The Criterion-Referenced Writing 
Assessment was given on February 27 to 
grades 5, 8, and 11. This was the first 
year for the Writing Assessment to be 
administered in grades 5 and 11. Ninth 
grade students who failed to reach a 
satisfactory level on the Writing 
Assessment were re-tested February 27. 

The Criterion-Referenced Tests in 
mathematics, science, and reading will 
be given the week of March 18-22 to 
grades 5, 8, and 11. Students in grades 
6, 9, and 12 who failed to reach a 
satisfactory level on these tests last year 
will be re-tested. 

The Norm Referenced Tests (ITBS) will 

be given to grades 3 and 7 the week c 
March 18-22. 

Parental involvement is an integral part 
of the child's performance on these 
important tests . Please contact your 
school if you would like more 
information. 

judy Doll, Broken Arrow Print Shop employee, demonstrates the collator to Union employee Dan 
Williams-Drug Ed. Coord., jackie Chaffin·White·Student Services Director, Ken Bibb·Ass. 
Superintendent, & Dr. Cathy Burden-Superintendent. Bob Young-Director of Transportation, Dr. 
Clark Ogilvie-8th Gr. Center Principal, Charles Claunts·Director of Secondary Curriculum, & Broken 
Arrow administrators were among those present at the "Open House" in December. The 
Union/ Broken Arrow print shop partnership is one of several collaborative efforts between the two 
districts. 
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Working to Form a More Perfect Union 
by Superintendent Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 

"Students are not vessels to be filled, 
but candles to be lit." 

The Importance of State Question 669 

On March 12, 1996, voters will have the 
opportunity to say yes or no to one of 
the most critical changes to the 
Oklahoma constitution that has been 
proposed in recent times. The outcome 
of State Question 669 will have a major 
impact on education, city and county 
government, libraries, and health 
departments. 

Though it is difficult to accurately 
predict the exact financial impact 
passage of this question would have on 
Union Public Schools, it is estimated 
that the budget would lose over one 
million dollars of annual property tax 
revenue. The bonding capacity of the 

istrict and its ability to build more 
assrooms to house a growing student 

population would be severely restricted. 

State Question 669 proposes a property 
tax rollback to the December 31, 1993, 
level and also places restrictions on 
elections that currently give local 
patrons control over school funding 
through millage and bond elections. 
The complex changes outlined in SQ 669 
have tended to raise more questions 
than answers and, if passed, it will 
surely end up in countless, expensive 
court battles. Chali!bers of Commerce, 
realtors, business leaders, educators, 
and city and government leaders have 

spoken out in opposition to State 
Question 669, saying that the proposal 
is anti-education, anti-government, and 
anti-business and would contribute to a 
decline in economic development and 
educational opportunity in Oklahoma. 

Union School District receives 27% (over 
$10 million) of its total general fund 
operating budget from property taxes. 
Salaries, utilities, instructional 
materials, and other operating expenses 
are dependent on this funding . Since 
92% of Union's operating budget is 
spent on personnel and utilities, it 
would not be possible to absorb the loss 
caused by the passage of State Question 
669 without negatively affecting the 
programs and personnel of our district. 
A million dollar reduction would cripple 
Union's attempts to provide quality 
educational programs with a quality 
staff. 

Please become informed about the 
ramifications of this important vote and 
make your voice heard on March 12, 
1996. 

Students Speak Out 
Against SQ 669 

As this year's president-elect of the 
Oklahoma Association of Student 
Councils, the Union High School Student 
Council has taken a leadership role in 
discussing State Question 669 at OASC. 
Many members have also been 
encouraging their 18-year-old friends to 
register to vote. 

University of Oklahoma freshman Keith 
Edwards, a 1995 graduate of UHS who 
was active in Student Council and other 
organizations while at Union, has 
authored a student resolution at O.U. 
calling for the defeat of SQ 669. 

"I am a product of public education, and 
I value it," says Edwards. "So many 
students here at O.U. come from within 
the state and also see the importance of 
preserving the quality of public 
education. I have not met a student yet 
who is in favor of SQ 669." 

Edwards was pleased the student 
resolution was clearing the hurdles 
required to make its way to the desk of 
O.U. President David Boren. 

Edwards says, "People who value 
education are against SQ 669 . 
Unfortunately, a lot of people simply 
don't understand the consequences of 
the proposal. If student groups get 
involved, maybe it will make a 
difference." 

d w arulates seventh grader Hanna Na, 
Sixth/Seventh Grade cafeteria manager Bren a t ~;~~l c~;~~eness as well as the school lunch 
for winning the annual contest to promhotednu n ~ ol lunch he/sh~ was eligible to place his/her 
program. Each day that a srudent.purc ase a sc o • 
name in the drawing for various pnzes. 
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Union varsity cheerleaders placed 
second in the nation in the National 
Cheerleading Association champion
ships December 28-30 in Dallas . 
Members of the squad are seniors Emily 
Angleton, Kristi Arnold, Sheri Glancey, 
Jennifer Hall, Angie Henson, Misty 
Mallow, Michelle Nichol, and Stacey 
Whitmarsh; juniors Audrey Beams, 
Courtney Brisco, Kristen Diven, Amber 
Duke, Gidget Fields, Katie Frye, 
Amanda Gresh, Bonnie Hanlin, Jaime 
Jackson, Katie Pedicord, and Marci 
Roller; and sophomore Jennifer 
Warren. Coach is Nikki Cabbiness. 

The Union Junior Varsity placed third 
among forty-two JV squads competing 
in the National Cheerleaders Association 
Championship. These fourteen talented 
sophomores, eight of whom qualified 
for All-American Cheerleaders in 
summer camps, were the first JV squad 
from Union to compete in a national 
championship. The team is coached by 
McAuliffe second grade teacher and 
former Union cheerleader, Darbi Witte. 

* * * 
The business department at Union High 
School has selected Michael Flaherty as 
student of the month for November and 
Ali Hutsell for the month of January. 
Both were chosen for their exceptional 
performance and service to the business 
department. 

* * * 
Congratulations to the students at 
Union High School who made the 
Oklahoma All-State Choir for 1996. 
Those selected for a second year were 
Christa Welk and Robert Sherrill, 
seniors; and Kelly Wells, junior. Those 
selected for their first time were Ben 
Kilgore and Melissa Jenkins, seniors; 
and Kirsten Kuhlmann, junior. Chosen 
as alternates were Brad Jackman, 
senior; and Russell McCrackin and 
Ryan Moore, juniors. 

From the High School 

The first ]V s'!uad fr~m Union to compete in the National Cheerleading Association championships 
ca'?le ho!fle With a th1rd place trophy. Members of the squad are: First row (I to r): Amber Knapp, 
Pa1ge Wmburn, Anna Pfaffmann, Sarah Hensley, Alisha Easley, Samantha Blish, Rachel/e Hudson. 
Second row (I to r): Coach Darbi Witte, Megan jackson, Shannon Sloan Jamie Shaw Erin Naylor 
Abby Elliot, Kristi Pierce, and Lindsey Wiley. ' ' ' 

Of the approximately 1700 students 
auditioned, only 200 singers were 
chosen to be in the All-State Choir. 
Congratulations to these talented 
students! 

Congratulations also go to junior Liza 
Landers for being chosen to be a 
member of the All-State Orchestra and 
senior Charles Estes for being chosen to 
be a member of the All-State Band. 
Mason Paulec, sophomore, will act as an 
alternate for the All-State Band. 

*** 

The Union High School Academic Team 
won the OSSAA Class SA Area Academic 
Bowl Tournament on January 13 at 
Charles Page High School in Sand 
Springs. Union, with the second highest 
scoring average in the state, handily 
defeated Tahlequah, Jenks, and Broken 
Arrow High Schools to advance to the 
State Finals. The team is made up of 
Matt Feist-senior, Michael Charlton
junior, Vivek Boray-senior, and team 
captain Ryan Knight-senior. 

* * * 

The Union Highstepper Drill Team 
brought home first place trophies in 
their High Kick, Lyrical Jazz, and 
Novelty routines performed at the 
Oklahoma State Competition January 20 
at Jenks High School. The officers 
brought ~orne the second place trophy 
for the1r jazz routine. First, second, and 
third place were captured by the 
Highsteppers ensemble groups. Kristen 

Williams placed third and Tiffany Cox 
placed second in the Individual Dance 
category! The team will travel to 
Nashville to compete at the National 
Drill Team Competition this March. 

Graduation Celebration 
'96 Planning Begins 

Plans for Graduation Celebration '96 
are be ated under the 

parents who 
any way. Any 
an activity will 

, supporter's name (or 
··•.,•,, arne) to b e di s played 

·· activity. If you can help in 
any way, please contact Conni 
Hussain or Bill Blankenship at the 
Union Athletic Office, 459-2608. 
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A Time for Giving 
Students in Marilyn Bartlett's seventh 
grade advanced English class made 
charitable use of their creative writing 
talents in December. Picture books were 
written and illustrated by the students 
and then presented to the children at St. 
Francis Hospital. This holiday project 
demonstrated that the gift of one's 
talent can be a meaningful contribution 
to others. 

Each team of two students composed a 
story, illustrated it, and created games 
and puzzles to go with the story. Final 
copies of the books were compiled by 
students in the new Macintosh 
Computer Lab and put together with a 
student-designed card cover. The card 
covers were donated to the project by 
Kwik Kopy at 61st and Memorial. 

Seventh Grade Center students (left to right) Ryan Busler, Landon Nalley, jessica Tucker, Brittany 
Amillian, and Amanda Welch show their donated books to Rozelle Hardaway, Director of Children's 
Services, as a pediatric nurse from St. Francis admires their creativity. 

The Eight Grade Center "Dream Team" built and rode in a float for the Martin L. King, ]r. parade in 
january. Their entry won "Best of Show." 

]ana Hardin's Intermediate High School AP Studio Art students are painting Union logos, etc., on 
the baseball fields, as weather permits. 

Sixth/Seventh Grade 
Center Hosts 

"Open House" 

Plans are underway to help current fifth 
grade students from around the distri 
prepare for their "new home" for t1 
1996-97 school year. Richard Berumen, 
Sixth/Seventh Grade Center site 
principal , is making visits to each 
elementary to distribute enrollment 
packets, to provide general information 
and answer questions from the 
students. 

In addition to these site visits, 
"incoming" sixth grade students and 
their parents will have the opportunity 
to visit the Sixth/Seventh Grade Center 
for a brief informational meeting and a 
tour of the facility. Each meeting will 
begin at 7:00 P.M. in the school 
cafetorium with a question and answer 
session followed by a tour of the 
building. These Open House programs 
are scheduled on the following dates: 
Tuesday-March 19, Thursday-March 21, 
Tuesday-April 2, and Thursday-April 4. 

Parents are free to pick any night they 
wish to attend and it is hoped that the 
expanded meetings will give each new 
sixth grade student the ability to see the 
building in advance of the new sch 
year. 

If you have questions about any of these 
events, feel free to contact the school 
office at 459-2730. 
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Darnaby Students to be "Published" Bagpipe Tunes 
Resound at 
McAuliffe 

Selcan Kasap, a third grade student at 
Darnaby Elementary, is on her way to 
being a published writer. A portion of 
her essay, "Cool Computers," was 
selected for publication in the January 
12 issue of Weekly Reader. Hundreds of 
essays were submitted by students 
nationwide, and only five were selected 
for print. 

Selcan's computer of the future would 
be in the three-dimensional shape of a 
globe with virtual reality. It would 
accept voice commands and speak to 
the user. The portion of Selcan's essay 
to be published is about her computer's 
security feature which would read the 
user's fingerprints from the keyboard. 

Fourth grader Josh Boltz received 
notification that his poem, "The Sunset," 
has been chosen as a semi-finalist in the 
1995 North American Open Poetry 
Contest sponsored by the National 
Library of Poetry. 

As a semi-finalist Josh has an excellent 
chance of winning one of 70 cash or gift 
prizes and his poem will appear in 11 

First 

You Bet! 

Peters ' first graders in Linda Wallace's 
class teamed with Sharon Willhite's fifth 
grade partners to search the library for 
dinosaur facts! This cooperative 
research project provided both younger 
and older students practice toward 
enhancing Media Research Skills, a 
North Central Accreditation goal for 
Peters Elementary. Students worked 
together to produce a poster for display 
which included research facts and 
original artwork. 

This project was included in a thematic 
study of dinosaurs for first graders and 
integrated all areas of the curriculum. 
Mathematically, students measured the 
sizes of dinosaur eggs, teeth, heads, and 
bodies. As scientists, students explored 
fossils and studied paleontology. Young 
dmosaur enthusias ts also read many 
stories about these fascinating beasts 
and included them in their writing. 
Thematic learning is meaningful and 
fun for all! 

Tapestry of Thoughts, scheduled for 
publication this summer. Congrat
ulations to Selcan and Josh! 

Selcan Kasap 

During their study of 
winter holidays celebrated around the 
world, McAuliffe second graders were 
treated to the Scottish tales of Mr. Kevin 
Gray and the bagpipe tunes of Mr. Mark 
Wallace. They represent the Celtic 
Heritage Association of Oklahoma. Both 
men wore authentic Scottish costumes 
and described all their accessories, as 
well as the history of the Scottish kilt. 

Mr. Wallace demonstrated several 
techniques for playing the bagpipes and 
explained how they have been used 
through the years by the Scottish 
military. The second graders were 
especially intrigued with Mr. Gray's 
explanation of a traditional Scottish 
dish called "haggis." Teacher Carol Ann 
Evans, who claims Scottish origins 
herself, arranged this special visit for 
the McAuliffe students. 

Grove Student Chosen for National Honor Choir 
Grove fifth grader Tyler Boethin has 
been selected from ·over 300 nationwide 
entries to be a part of the Organization 
of Kodaly Educators National Honor 
Chorus. 

In April, the chorus will perform for the 
OAKE National Conference in Utah and 

Cedar Ridge Elementary 
students presented "The 
Runaway Snowman" on 
December 14. 

In a pilot program to 
integrate art, music, and 
physical education, all 
students were involved 
with some aspect of the 
production. The students 
could choose between 
scenery, props, adver
tisement, stage crew, 
sound technicians, chorus, 
dancers, or actors. 

Teachers Nancy Bramsch, 
Bets Watson and Debbie 
Overturf directed the 
winter production. 

also with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir 
a service to be televised nationally. Tw~ 
other Grove vocal students, Lindsay 
Berumen and Carlisha Williams, were 
also selected to audition. All are 
members of the Grove Eagleaires, a 
select vocal group coached by mu sic 
instructor Lori Swisher. 
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Lighting the Candles!! 

Fourth Graders Take 
Learning Styles Inventory 

Union Director of Elementary 
Curriculum Dr. jim jones believes "If 
teachers can tap into how students 
learn best, they can increase the 'bag of 
tricks' they use in meeting 
kids' needs. A learning 
styles inventory is a good 
start." 

That's why fourth grade 
teachers throughout the 
district have been trained 
in how to administer and 
interpret a learning styles 
inventory. Their instruc
tor, Northeastern State 
University's Dr. Sue Ellen 

Curriculum Highlights 

up to ask questions, standing at their 
desks--those are kids who may learn 
best when they are moving. I have also 
had a case where the student who sat by 
the pencil sharpener was terribly 
distracted by the flow of activity and 
noise at the pencil sharpener and 

: ad, is an expert on the 
... ubject. In simple terms, a 
student's learning style is 
the way in which the 
student learns most effec
tively. Some students learn 

Dr. Sue Ellen Read talks with Andersen principal Larry Williams 
during the learning styles instruction for the district's fourth 
grade teachers. 

·.1sually, while others are more auditory 
or tactile. 

"For example," says Dr. Jones, "To solve 
math problems, some children will use 
manipulatives, objects they can touch. 
Others will draw a picture so they can 
visualize the problem. Children who are 
auditory, or inclined to learn better by 
listening, will gain understanding from 
discussing their rationale with a 
classmate." 

According to Dr. Read, other factors 
may affect a child's ability to learn. 
They include the time of day (some 
students are more alert in the morning, 
while others hit their stride later in the 
day or evening), amount of light in a 
room, room temperature, room 
structure (some students prefer to read 
in a big fluffy chair, others work better 

t a desk), room noise, music, group 
,•ork vs. individual work, snacking while 

iearning, or moving while learning. 

"The kids who repeatedly find reasons 
to get up and walk around-- consta~tly 
going to the pencil sharpener, gettmg 

functioned a lot better when he was 
assigned a seat across the room in a 
quieter area," explained Dr. Read. 

Some of the 104 statements fourth 
graders were asked to mark as true or 
false on the inventory include: I study 
best when it is quiet. I concentrate best 
when I feel cool. I really like to mold 
things with my hands. The things I 
remember best are the things I read. 
When I can, I do my homework in the 
afternoon. 

Why take the inventories in fourth 
grade? Dr. Read says, "By fourth grade, 
children know and will indicate what 
they prefer; whereas, younger students 
are inclined to answer the inventory the 
way they think the teacher wants them 
to respond." 

Teachers plan to incorporate the results 
of the inventories into their classrooms 
and encourage parents to take 
advantage of them in helping students 
study at home. Information will be 
shared with fourth grade parents during 
parent-teacher conferences on March 
15. 

;..;~ 

~"tibrnitted 

spon •·. < he . P / ;;·;N·y c~~b~~! 
tq}:lh /to.. req~gmze 

, xatf• ·htn? /hbvided 

\.:: 

Judith Cairf ·. 'Fgtade 't~acher YRE), 
Clark Elemeni~ry! \s~ndra Schwinn 
(multiage 2/3rd grade teacher), ·.GI.Qyf 

Elementary: Betty Schoenhals 
(kindergarten teacher), Jarman 
Elementary: Donneva Bennett (2nd 
grade teacher), McAuliffe Elementary: 
Betty Nee! (cafeteria manager), ~ 
Elementary: Loretta Freeman (building 
engineer), Sixth/Seventh Grade Center: 
Violet Russell (child nutrition assistant), 
8th Grade Center: Lisa Palmer (math 
teacher), Intermediate High School: 
Jason Pittenger (science teacher), and 
High School: Ed Tackett (director of fine 
arts). 

All classroom, 
student, and 
teacher 
computers 
that have 
been ordered 
over the last 
year have come with CD-ROM drives. 
This feature has made it possible for 
each computer to be provided with a 
copy of Grolier's Multimedia 
Encyclonedia. 

The Grolier's Multimedia Ency
clopedia allows students to look up 
information on a computer much 
more efficiently and with greater 
speed than a paper bound 
encyclopedia. It contains animated, 
full motion video, and sound clips to 
illustrate subject areas . For instance, 
if you were to look up Neil Armstrong, 
you would be shown the actual video 
footage of Neil taking that "one small 
step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind." 
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:ci~nce Teacher 
.. , l/Earns Presidential 

Award 
Janice Luce, fourth grade science 
teacher at Boevers Elementary, was 
notified by President Clinton that she 
has been named the elementary 
Presidential awardee for 1995 from 
Oklahoma. Sometime in May Mrs. Luce 
will leave for Washington, D.C., for a 
one-week, expense-paid trip for her and 
her husband. She plans to visit the 
White House, have dinner at the State 
Department, and attend a series of 
eve nts in her honor, including an 
awards banquet where she will receive 
The Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Science Teaching. She will meet with 
Senator Jim Inhofe and Representative 
Steve Largent, as well as other leaders in 
government, plus she will hav e 
opportunities to exchange ideas with 
other professionals in education. 

"My goal is to make science exciting and 
educational for all students, and to 
allow students to feel successful," says 
Mrs. Luce. "This helps students to 
develop critical thinking skills and to 
see connections between science and 
real life." She is thankful that the 
departmentalization in fourth grade at 
Boevers lets her teach the subject she 
loves best, (science) all day long. "I 
wouldn't want to teach any place else," 
she says. 

The Presidential Award also includes a 
$7,500 National Science Foundation 
grant for Boevers, to be spent under 
Mrs. Luce's direction over a three-year 
period, to improve school science 
programs. 

The Presidential Awards for Excellence 
in Science and Mathematics Teaching 
(PAESMT) program was established in 
1993 by The White House and is 
sponsored by the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) . The program 
identifies outstanding science and 
mathematics teach ers , K-12, in each 
state and the four U.S. jurisdictions. 
The award is the highest that a science 
teacher can receive. These teachers will 
serve as models for their colleagues and 
will be leaders in the improvement of 
science and mathematics education. 

From the Elementaries II 
"Native America The Beautiful" Comes to Briarglen 

Briarglen students journeyed to the 
past when Wilburn Hill (Kabitcha Feke 
Sego), a Muskogee Indian, recently 
shared history, language, legends, song, 
and dance from the rich culture of 
Native Americans. 

Hill, a professional storyteller and 
performing artist dedicated to educating 
people about Indian culture, visited 
Briarglen in December. His powerful 
presence and traditional upbringing 
underscored what he shared with the 
students who were concluding thei r 
celebration of the Native Americ an 
Indian culture. The celebration was 
designed to promote multicultural 
awareness among the students an d 
staff. 

Hill shared legends that have been 
passed down by his family through the 
centuries. Wearing the traditional tribal 
dress of the Muscogee Lighthorseman, 
he brought to life the teachings of his 
people . 

At the end of the two days of celebra
tion, one kind ergarten student was 

overheard to say "This was the best day 
of my life!" 

Diverse Topics Covered in 
Jarman Parenting Programs 
Parents at Jarman Elementary learned 
about the important role gender plays in 
how teachers and students interact at 
school from Barbara Wright, Child 
Development Specialist at the Hillcrest 
Center for Women's Health. Wright 
presented an inservice on the subject, 
sponsored jointly by the PTA and 
Jarman counselor Dixie Grahlman. 

According to principal Patti Pitcock, this 
is just one of the many monthly 
programs that have been presented to 
parents at the school. "I have learned so 
much about children, parenting , and 
other counseling issues through the 
efforts of our counselor, Dixie 
Grahlman. Both she and our PTA are to 
be commended for their continuing 
education efforts at our school," she 
said. 

Andersen State Champions of Physical Fitness 

The President's Council on Physical Fitness announced that the students of Andersen 
Elementary School are the State Champions of Physical Fitness for the 1994-95 
school year. The award is given annually to the school with the highest percentage 

U. S. C~ngressman_ Stev~ Largent presented the Andersen student 
body With the Pres1dennal Award in an assembly on January 12. 

of students qualifying for 
the Presidential Fitnes s 
Award. 

A student must score in 
the 85th percentile in all 
five phys ical fitness tests 
(curl-ups, shuttle run, sit 
and reach, mile run, and 
pull -ups) in order to 
qualify for the Presidential 
Award. Andersen Elemen
tary had 15 9 students 
(19.2 7%) rec eiving th e 
award. 

Physical Education teacher 
Lowell Ratzlaff attributes 
much of the success to a 
"Success breeds success" 
philosophy. "We had some 
students have some early 
successes and that became 
the foundation for a very 
successful year." 
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Dancers from Ballet Folklorico Herencia Hispana entertain at the 
6th/ 7th Grade Center. 

1995 Union Sc :hools Education Foundation 

"lnternation 1al Holiday Home Tour" 
On Sunday, December 10, 1995, four of the most elegant and festively decorated homes 
in the Union school district werl ~ opened for the Union Schools Education Foundation's 
first International Holiday Home Tour. Because of the event's success, 32 teachers were 
awarded grants for innovative cl< ssroom projects . For more details on the Union Schools 
Education Foundation see the l. 994-95 Annual Report included with this issue of the 
Communicator. 

Santa (Otto Emde) listens to Brandon Bell, 4th grader at Grove 
Elementary, recite his Christmas list at the home of Dr. Steven and 
Pamela Hogg. 

Our tf, tanks to all the 
Cl tntributors 

and vol~ 1nteers that made 
the Hol iday Home Tour 

so successful! 

Adams Mm k Hotel- Downtown 
Dou bletree Hotel 
Ha tthorn Suites 

Wan en Duck Club 
Aaro1 1 Rents & Sells 

Arkansa~ Valley State Bank 
Citizen 's National Bank 

I 'asco, Inc. 
Sweats-N-" 'ees - Eastland Mall 

AI tive View ealth Care 
Ci . 

Kids on the Block 
Glc bal Alliance 

Arts & H ~manities Council 
Pilot Clark Ogilvie 
Glob os & Balloons 

Dillard's - Promenade Mall 
Quilted B ear - Eastland Mall 

Scottisl 1 Crafts of Tulsa 
Michae l's Arts & Crafts 

Home Depot 
=ox Cleaners 

Face painting is parr of the fun in the Kid Zone at the 
6th/ 7th Grade Center. Members of the High School Drug 
Free Youth program do the honors. 

Ballet Fo lklorico Herencia Hispana 
Rick Aller t Hair Salon - Debbie Hines 

Back.:;tage Hair Design 
ostume Closet 

T) mya' s of Tulsa 
Stems 

P aston' s Florist 
Ko tydid's Flowers 

Toni's Flowers & Gifts 
Olive Garden 

Mazzio's 
Sam's Deli House 

Rib Crib 
John Starks Sports Cafe 
Oklaf.oma Federation of 

Parents - Drug Free & Proud 
Jumpin' Jiminy - "Jupiter Jump" 

Rentlls - Glenpool, OK 
Kinko' ·nting 

Osborn .t Shop 

Preparing to display the baskets that were created are Deb 
Patterson, co-chairman of the Home Tour, and Dr. Cathy 
Burden. 

Leigh Ann Silverii, Lori Huffman, Linda Nee/, and Sheila Dillard pose for the camera 
in front of the fireplace at the Gene and Sheila Dillard home. 

The Studio - Bob Stinchcomb 

Cedar Ridge counselor Marilyn Olsen and her husband Milt rake 
a short break from gree ting visitors at the Tom & Debbie 
Guttman "Southern Belle Plantation" during the Uni o n 
Foundation International Holiday Tour. 

Dr. Vic & Kathy Trammell host 
"Country Christmas ac Th e 
Trail s " for the Holiday Hom e 
Tour. 

Foundation Pre s ide nt ja c k 
Flanagan joins Home Tour 
Committee co -chairs Debbie 
Patterson and Cathy Collins for 
a trial spin in the carriage char 

available for tour 
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Lighting the Candles!! 

Fourth Graders Take 
Learning Styles Inventory 

Union Director of Elementary 
Curriculum Dr. jim jones believes "If 
teachers can tap into how students 
learn best, they can increase the 'bag of 
tricks' they use in meeting 
kids' needs. A learning 
styles inventory is a good 
start." 

That's why fourth grade 
teachers throughout the 
district have been trained 
in how to administer and 
interpret a learning styles 
inventory. Their instruc
tor, Northeastern State 
University's Dr. Sue Ellen 

Curriculum Highlights 

up to ask questions, standing at their 
desks--those are kids who may learn 
best when they are moving. I have also 
had a case where the student who sat by 
the pencil sharpener was terribly 
distracted by the flow of activity and 
noise at the pencil sharpener and 

: ad, is an expert on the 
... ubject. In simple terms, a 
student's learning style is 
the way in which the 
student learns most effec
tively. Some students learn 

Dr. Sue Ellen Read talks with Andersen principal Larry Williams 
during the learning styles instruction for the district's fourth 
grade teachers. 

·.1sually, while others are more auditory 
or tactile. 

"For example," says Dr. Jones, "To solve 
math problems, some children will use 
manipulatives, objects they can touch. 
Others will draw a picture so they can 
visualize the problem. Children who are 
auditory, or inclined to learn better by 
listening, will gain understanding from 
discussing their rationale with a 
classmate." 

According to Dr. Read, other factors 
may affect a child's ability to learn. 
They include the time of day (some 
students are more alert in the morning, 
while others hit their stride later in the 
day or evening), amount of light in a 
room, room temperature, room 
structure (some students prefer to read 
in a big fluffy chair, others work better 

t a desk), room noise, music, group 
,•ork vs. individual work, snacking while 

iearning, or moving while learning. 

"The kids who repeatedly find reasons 
to get up and walk around-- consta~tly 
going to the pencil sharpener, gettmg 

functioned a lot better when he was 
assigned a seat across the room in a 
quieter area," explained Dr. Read. 

Some of the 104 statements fourth 
graders were asked to mark as true or 
false on the inventory include: I study 
best when it is quiet. I concentrate best 
when I feel cool. I really like to mold 
things with my hands. The things I 
remember best are the things I read. 
When I can, I do my homework in the 
afternoon. 

Why take the inventories in fourth 
grade? Dr. Read says, "By fourth grade, 
children know and will indicate what 
they prefer; whereas, younger students 
are inclined to answer the inventory the 
way they think the teacher wants them 
to respond." 

Teachers plan to incorporate the results 
of the inventories into their classrooms 
and encourage parents to take 
advantage of them in helping students 
study at home. Information will be 
shared with fourth grade parents during 
parent-teacher conferences on March 
15. 

;..;~ 

~"tibrnitted 

spon •·. < he . P / ;;·;N·y c~~b~~! 
tq}:lh /to.. req~gmze 

, xatf• ·htn? /hbvided 

\.:: 

Judith Cairf ·. 'Fgtade 't~acher YRE), 
Clark Elemeni~ry! \s~ndra Schwinn 
(multiage 2/3rd grade teacher), ·.GI.Qyf 

Elementary: Betty Schoenhals 
(kindergarten teacher), Jarman 
Elementary: Donneva Bennett (2nd 
grade teacher), McAuliffe Elementary: 
Betty Nee! (cafeteria manager), ~ 
Elementary: Loretta Freeman (building 
engineer), Sixth/Seventh Grade Center: 
Violet Russell (child nutrition assistant), 
8th Grade Center: Lisa Palmer (math 
teacher), Intermediate High School: 
Jason Pittenger (science teacher), and 
High School: Ed Tackett (director of fine 
arts). 

All classroom, 
student, and 
teacher 
computers 
that have 
been ordered 
over the last 
year have come with CD-ROM drives. 
This feature has made it possible for 
each computer to be provided with a 
copy of Grolier's Multimedia 
Encyclonedia. 

The Grolier's Multimedia Ency
clopedia allows students to look up 
information on a computer much 
more efficiently and with greater 
speed than a paper bound 
encyclopedia. It contains animated, 
full motion video, and sound clips to 
illustrate subject areas . For instance, 
if you were to look up Neil Armstrong, 
you would be shown the actual video 
footage of Neil taking that "one small 
step for man, one giant leap for 
mankind." 
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:ci~nce Teacher 
.. , l/Earns Presidential 

Award 
Janice Luce, fourth grade science 
teacher at Boevers Elementary, was 
notified by President Clinton that she 
has been named the elementary 
Presidential awardee for 1995 from 
Oklahoma. Sometime in May Mrs. Luce 
will leave for Washington, D.C., for a 
one-week, expense-paid trip for her and 
her husband. She plans to visit the 
White House, have dinner at the State 
Department, and attend a series of 
eve nts in her honor, including an 
awards banquet where she will receive 
The Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Science Teaching. She will meet with 
Senator Jim Inhofe and Representative 
Steve Largent, as well as other leaders in 
government, plus she will hav e 
opportunities to exchange ideas with 
other professionals in education. 

"My goal is to make science exciting and 
educational for all students, and to 
allow students to feel successful," says 
Mrs. Luce. "This helps students to 
develop critical thinking skills and to 
see connections between science and 
real life." She is thankful that the 
departmentalization in fourth grade at 
Boevers lets her teach the subject she 
loves best, (science) all day long. "I 
wouldn't want to teach any place else," 
she says. 

The Presidential Award also includes a 
$7,500 National Science Foundation 
grant for Boevers, to be spent under 
Mrs. Luce's direction over a three-year 
period, to improve school science 
programs. 

The Presidential Awards for Excellence 
in Science and Mathematics Teaching 
(PAESMT) program was established in 
1993 by The White House and is 
sponsored by the National Science 
Foundation (NSF) . The program 
identifies outstanding science and 
mathematics teach ers , K-12, in each 
state and the four U.S. jurisdictions. 
The award is the highest that a science 
teacher can receive. These teachers will 
serve as models for their colleagues and 
will be leaders in the improvement of 
science and mathematics education. 

From the Elementaries II 
"Native America The Beautiful" Comes to Briarglen 

Briarglen students journeyed to the 
past when Wilburn Hill (Kabitcha Feke 
Sego), a Muskogee Indian, recently 
shared history, language, legends, song, 
and dance from the rich culture of 
Native Americans. 

Hill, a professional storyteller and 
performing artist dedicated to educating 
people about Indian culture, visited 
Briarglen in December. His powerful 
presence and traditional upbringing 
underscored what he shared with the 
students who were concluding thei r 
celebration of the Native Americ an 
Indian culture. The celebration was 
designed to promote multicultural 
awareness among the students an d 
staff. 

Hill shared legends that have been 
passed down by his family through the 
centuries. Wearing the traditional tribal 
dress of the Muscogee Lighthorseman, 
he brought to life the teachings of his 
people . 

At the end of the two days of celebra
tion, one kind ergarten student was 

overheard to say "This was the best day 
of my life!" 

Diverse Topics Covered in 
Jarman Parenting Programs 
Parents at Jarman Elementary learned 
about the important role gender plays in 
how teachers and students interact at 
school from Barbara Wright, Child 
Development Specialist at the Hillcrest 
Center for Women's Health. Wright 
presented an inservice on the subject, 
sponsored jointly by the PTA and 
Jarman counselor Dixie Grahlman. 

According to principal Patti Pitcock, this 
is just one of the many monthly 
programs that have been presented to 
parents at the school. "I have learned so 
much about children, parenting , and 
other counseling issues through the 
efforts of our counselor, Dixie 
Grahlman. Both she and our PTA are to 
be commended for their continuing 
education efforts at our school," she 
said. 

Andersen State Champions of Physical Fitness 

The President's Council on Physical Fitness announced that the students of Andersen 
Elementary School are the State Champions of Physical Fitness for the 1994-95 
school year. The award is given annually to the school with the highest percentage 

U. S. C~ngressman_ Stev~ Largent presented the Andersen student 
body With the Pres1dennal Award in an assembly on January 12. 

of students qualifying for 
the Presidential Fitnes s 
Award. 

A student must score in 
the 85th percentile in all 
five phys ical fitness tests 
(curl-ups, shuttle run, sit 
and reach, mile run, and 
pull -ups) in order to 
qualify for the Presidential 
Award. Andersen Elemen
tary had 15 9 students 
(19.2 7%) rec eiving th e 
award. 

Physical Education teacher 
Lowell Ratzlaff attributes 
much of the success to a 
"Success breeds success" 
philosophy. "We had some 
students have some early 
successes and that became 
the foundation for a very 
successful year." 
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A Time for Giving 
Students in Marilyn Bartlett's seventh 
grade advanced English class made 
charitable use of their creative writing 
talents in December. Picture books were 
written and illustrated by the students 
and then presented to the children at St. 
Francis Hospital. This holiday project 
demonstrated that the gift of one's 
talent can be a meaningful contribution 
to others. 

Each team of two students composed a 
story, illustrated it, and created games 
and puzzles to go with the story. Final 
copies of the books were compiled by 
students in the new Macintosh 
Computer Lab and put together with a 
student-designed card cover. The card 
covers were donated to the project by 
Kwik Kopy at 61st and Memorial. 

Seventh Grade Center students (left to right) Ryan Busler, Landon Nalley, jessica Tucker, Brittany 
Amillian, and Amanda Welch show their donated books to Rozelle Hardaway, Director of Children's 
Services, as a pediatric nurse from St. Francis admires their creativity. 

The Eight Grade Center "Dream Team" built and rode in a float for the Martin L. King, ]r. parade in 
january. Their entry won "Best of Show." 

]ana Hardin's Intermediate High School AP Studio Art students are painting Union logos, etc., on 
the baseball fields, as weather permits. 

Sixth/Seventh Grade 
Center Hosts 

"Open House" 

Plans are underway to help current fifth 
grade students from around the distri 
prepare for their "new home" for t1 
1996-97 school year. Richard Berumen, 
Sixth/Seventh Grade Center site 
principal , is making visits to each 
elementary to distribute enrollment 
packets, to provide general information 
and answer questions from the 
students. 

In addition to these site visits, 
"incoming" sixth grade students and 
their parents will have the opportunity 
to visit the Sixth/Seventh Grade Center 
for a brief informational meeting and a 
tour of the facility. Each meeting will 
begin at 7:00 P.M. in the school 
cafetorium with a question and answer 
session followed by a tour of the 
building. These Open House programs 
are scheduled on the following dates: 
Tuesday-March 19, Thursday-March 21, 
Tuesday-April 2, and Thursday-April 4. 

Parents are free to pick any night they 
wish to attend and it is hoped that the 
expanded meetings will give each new 
sixth grade student the ability to see the 
building in advance of the new sch 
year. 

If you have questions about any of these 
events, feel free to contact the school 
office at 459-2730. 
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Darnaby Students to be "Published" Bagpipe Tunes 
Resound at 
McAuliffe 

Selcan Kasap, a third grade student at 
Darnaby Elementary, is on her way to 
being a published writer. A portion of 
her essay, "Cool Computers," was 
selected for publication in the January 
12 issue of Weekly Reader. Hundreds of 
essays were submitted by students 
nationwide, and only five were selected 
for print. 

Selcan's computer of the future would 
be in the three-dimensional shape of a 
globe with virtual reality. It would 
accept voice commands and speak to 
the user. The portion of Selcan's essay 
to be published is about her computer's 
security feature which would read the 
user's fingerprints from the keyboard. 

Fourth grader Josh Boltz received 
notification that his poem, "The Sunset," 
has been chosen as a semi-finalist in the 
1995 North American Open Poetry 
Contest sponsored by the National 
Library of Poetry. 

As a semi-finalist Josh has an excellent 
chance of winning one of 70 cash or gift 
prizes and his poem will appear in 11 

First 

You Bet! 

Peters ' first graders in Linda Wallace's 
class teamed with Sharon Willhite's fifth 
grade partners to search the library for 
dinosaur facts! This cooperative 
research project provided both younger 
and older students practice toward 
enhancing Media Research Skills, a 
North Central Accreditation goal for 
Peters Elementary. Students worked 
together to produce a poster for display 
which included research facts and 
original artwork. 

This project was included in a thematic 
study of dinosaurs for first graders and 
integrated all areas of the curriculum. 
Mathematically, students measured the 
sizes of dinosaur eggs, teeth, heads, and 
bodies. As scientists, students explored 
fossils and studied paleontology. Young 
dmosaur enthusias ts also read many 
stories about these fascinating beasts 
and included them in their writing. 
Thematic learning is meaningful and 
fun for all! 

Tapestry of Thoughts, scheduled for 
publication this summer. Congrat
ulations to Selcan and Josh! 

Selcan Kasap 

During their study of 
winter holidays celebrated around the 
world, McAuliffe second graders were 
treated to the Scottish tales of Mr. Kevin 
Gray and the bagpipe tunes of Mr. Mark 
Wallace. They represent the Celtic 
Heritage Association of Oklahoma. Both 
men wore authentic Scottish costumes 
and described all their accessories, as 
well as the history of the Scottish kilt. 

Mr. Wallace demonstrated several 
techniques for playing the bagpipes and 
explained how they have been used 
through the years by the Scottish 
military. The second graders were 
especially intrigued with Mr. Gray's 
explanation of a traditional Scottish 
dish called "haggis." Teacher Carol Ann 
Evans, who claims Scottish origins 
herself, arranged this special visit for 
the McAuliffe students. 

Grove Student Chosen for National Honor Choir 
Grove fifth grader Tyler Boethin has 
been selected from ·over 300 nationwide 
entries to be a part of the Organization 
of Kodaly Educators National Honor 
Chorus. 

In April, the chorus will perform for the 
OAKE National Conference in Utah and 

Cedar Ridge Elementary 
students presented "The 
Runaway Snowman" on 
December 14. 

In a pilot program to 
integrate art, music, and 
physical education, all 
students were involved 
with some aspect of the 
production. The students 
could choose between 
scenery, props, adver
tisement, stage crew, 
sound technicians, chorus, 
dancers, or actors. 

Teachers Nancy Bramsch, 
Bets Watson and Debbie 
Overturf directed the 
winter production. 

also with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir 
a service to be televised nationally. Tw~ 
other Grove vocal students, Lindsay 
Berumen and Carlisha Williams, were 
also selected to audition. All are 
members of the Grove Eagleaires, a 
select vocal group coached by mu sic 
instructor Lori Swisher. 
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Working to Form a More Perfect Union 
by Superintendent Cathy Burden, Ph.D. 

"Students are not vessels to be filled, 
but candles to be lit." 

The Importance of State Question 669 

On March 12, 1996, voters will have the 
opportunity to say yes or no to one of 
the most critical changes to the 
Oklahoma constitution that has been 
proposed in recent times. The outcome 
of State Question 669 will have a major 
impact on education, city and county 
government, libraries, and health 
departments. 

Though it is difficult to accurately 
predict the exact financial impact 
passage of this question would have on 
Union Public Schools, it is estimated 
that the budget would lose over one 
million dollars of annual property tax 
revenue. The bonding capacity of the 

istrict and its ability to build more 
assrooms to house a growing student 

population would be severely restricted. 

State Question 669 proposes a property 
tax rollback to the December 31, 1993, 
level and also places restrictions on 
elections that currently give local 
patrons control over school funding 
through millage and bond elections. 
The complex changes outlined in SQ 669 
have tended to raise more questions 
than answers and, if passed, it will 
surely end up in countless, expensive 
court battles. Chali!bers of Commerce, 
realtors, business leaders, educators, 
and city and government leaders have 

spoken out in opposition to State 
Question 669, saying that the proposal 
is anti-education, anti-government, and 
anti-business and would contribute to a 
decline in economic development and 
educational opportunity in Oklahoma. 

Union School District receives 27% (over 
$10 million) of its total general fund 
operating budget from property taxes. 
Salaries, utilities, instructional 
materials, and other operating expenses 
are dependent on this funding . Since 
92% of Union's operating budget is 
spent on personnel and utilities, it 
would not be possible to absorb the loss 
caused by the passage of State Question 
669 without negatively affecting the 
programs and personnel of our district. 
A million dollar reduction would cripple 
Union's attempts to provide quality 
educational programs with a quality 
staff. 

Please become informed about the 
ramifications of this important vote and 
make your voice heard on March 12, 
1996. 

Students Speak Out 
Against SQ 669 

As this year's president-elect of the 
Oklahoma Association of Student 
Councils, the Union High School Student 
Council has taken a leadership role in 
discussing State Question 669 at OASC. 
Many members have also been 
encouraging their 18-year-old friends to 
register to vote. 

University of Oklahoma freshman Keith 
Edwards, a 1995 graduate of UHS who 
was active in Student Council and other 
organizations while at Union, has 
authored a student resolution at O.U. 
calling for the defeat of SQ 669. 

"I am a product of public education, and 
I value it," says Edwards. "So many 
students here at O.U. come from within 
the state and also see the importance of 
preserving the quality of public 
education. I have not met a student yet 
who is in favor of SQ 669." 

Edwards was pleased the student 
resolution was clearing the hurdles 
required to make its way to the desk of 
O.U. President David Boren. 

Edwards says, "People who value 
education are against SQ 669 . 
Unfortunately, a lot of people simply 
don't understand the consequences of 
the proposal. If student groups get 
involved, maybe it will make a 
difference." 

d w arulates seventh grader Hanna Na, 
Sixth/Seventh Grade cafeteria manager Bren a t ~;~~l c~;~~eness as well as the school lunch 
for winning the annual contest to promhotednu n ~ ol lunch he/sh~ was eligible to place his/her 
program. Each day that a srudent.purc ase a sc o • 
name in the drawing for various pnzes. 
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Union varsity cheerleaders placed 
second in the nation in the National 
Cheerleading Association champion
ships December 28-30 in Dallas . 
Members of the squad are seniors Emily 
Angleton, Kristi Arnold, Sheri Glancey, 
Jennifer Hall, Angie Henson, Misty 
Mallow, Michelle Nichol, and Stacey 
Whitmarsh; juniors Audrey Beams, 
Courtney Brisco, Kristen Diven, Amber 
Duke, Gidget Fields, Katie Frye, 
Amanda Gresh, Bonnie Hanlin, Jaime 
Jackson, Katie Pedicord, and Marci 
Roller; and sophomore Jennifer 
Warren. Coach is Nikki Cabbiness. 

The Union Junior Varsity placed third 
among forty-two JV squads competing 
in the National Cheerleaders Association 
Championship. These fourteen talented 
sophomores, eight of whom qualified 
for All-American Cheerleaders in 
summer camps, were the first JV squad 
from Union to compete in a national 
championship. The team is coached by 
McAuliffe second grade teacher and 
former Union cheerleader, Darbi Witte. 

* * * 
The business department at Union High 
School has selected Michael Flaherty as 
student of the month for November and 
Ali Hutsell for the month of January. 
Both were chosen for their exceptional 
performance and service to the business 
department. 

* * * 
Congratulations to the students at 
Union High School who made the 
Oklahoma All-State Choir for 1996. 
Those selected for a second year were 
Christa Welk and Robert Sherrill, 
seniors; and Kelly Wells, junior. Those 
selected for their first time were Ben 
Kilgore and Melissa Jenkins, seniors; 
and Kirsten Kuhlmann, junior. Chosen 
as alternates were Brad Jackman, 
senior; and Russell McCrackin and 
Ryan Moore, juniors. 

From the High School 

The first ]V s'!uad fr~m Union to compete in the National Cheerleading Association championships 
ca'?le ho!fle With a th1rd place trophy. Members of the squad are: First row (I to r): Amber Knapp, 
Pa1ge Wmburn, Anna Pfaffmann, Sarah Hensley, Alisha Easley, Samantha Blish, Rachel/e Hudson. 
Second row (I to r): Coach Darbi Witte, Megan jackson, Shannon Sloan Jamie Shaw Erin Naylor 
Abby Elliot, Kristi Pierce, and Lindsey Wiley. ' ' ' 

Of the approximately 1700 students 
auditioned, only 200 singers were 
chosen to be in the All-State Choir. 
Congratulations to these talented 
students! 

Congratulations also go to junior Liza 
Landers for being chosen to be a 
member of the All-State Orchestra and 
senior Charles Estes for being chosen to 
be a member of the All-State Band. 
Mason Paulec, sophomore, will act as an 
alternate for the All-State Band. 

*** 

The Union High School Academic Team 
won the OSSAA Class SA Area Academic 
Bowl Tournament on January 13 at 
Charles Page High School in Sand 
Springs. Union, with the second highest 
scoring average in the state, handily 
defeated Tahlequah, Jenks, and Broken 
Arrow High Schools to advance to the 
State Finals. The team is made up of 
Matt Feist-senior, Michael Charlton
junior, Vivek Boray-senior, and team 
captain Ryan Knight-senior. 

* * * 

The Union Highstepper Drill Team 
brought home first place trophies in 
their High Kick, Lyrical Jazz, and 
Novelty routines performed at the 
Oklahoma State Competition January 20 
at Jenks High School. The officers 
brought ~orne the second place trophy 
for the1r jazz routine. First, second, and 
third place were captured by the 
Highsteppers ensemble groups. Kristen 

Williams placed third and Tiffany Cox 
placed second in the Individual Dance 
category! The team will travel to 
Nashville to compete at the National 
Drill Team Competition this March. 

Graduation Celebration 
'96 Planning Begins 

Plans for Graduation Celebration '96 
are be ated under the 

parents who 
any way. Any 
an activity will 

, supporter's name (or 
··•.,•,, arne) to b e di s played 

·· activity. If you can help in 
any way, please contact Conni 
Hussain or Bill Blankenship at the 
Union Athletic Office, 459-2608. 
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February 24- 2:oo & 7:30 P.M. 

and 

Sfeepi , 
tJ3eau ', 

Union High School 
Performing Arts Center 

Season Tickets 254-1 069 

Benefiting the I UNION SCHOOLS 
11 EDUCATION 
I FOUNDt\J'ION 

Presented in association with Celebrity Attractions! 
Sponsored by: F&M Bank, KJRH·2 News NBC, 

and KOOL 1 06.1 

Tulsa Education Fund 
Announces Grant Awards 

Tulsa Education Fund grant recipients 
were announced in January and they 
included the following Union teachers: 
Cheryl Mathews (Andersen), Rhonda 
Friday, Betty Mitchell, Pam Riggs, & 
Shelia Smith (Briarglen), Mary Griffin & 
judy Cairl (Cedar Ridge), Alice Stanish & 
Sue Bishop (Darnaby), Margaret 
Goodwin, Trisha Lewellen, Kim Sixsmith, 
& Linda Wallace (Peters), and Brent 
Butler (8th Grade Center). 

The Union Schools Education 
Foundation also awarded grants in 
January. For a complete listing, see the 
Foundation's "1994-95 Annual Report" 
included in this issue of the 
Communicator. 

PUBUC NOTICE 
Union Public Schools is looking for young 
people from birth through 21 who may be in 
need of special education services. Public Law 
101·476 mandates confidential evaluation and 
placement for : visually impaired, hearing 
impair ed , physical disabilitie s , mental 
handicaps, spe ech or language disabilities, 
learning disabilities, emotional dis turbances or 
other special needs. 

For information or application, please contact 
Special Services for Union Public Schools, 459· 
332 5. All services are without cost to parents 
and are confidential. 

February-March, 1996 

Union Schedules Testing for Students 

House Bill 1017 provides the 
opportunity for students to move 
forward in their educational endeavors 
by subject, course, and/or grade level, 
based upon mastery of the Oklahoma 
Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) 
objectives. Proficiency Based Promotion 
is intended to serve those students 
enrolled in Union Public Schools whose 
needs cannot be met by following the 
traditional timetable and sequence. 
April 5 is the deadline for completing 
and returning applications. Testing at 
each site takes place April 22-May 3. 
Applications and information are 
available from school counselors. 

The Criterion-Referenced Writing 
Assessment was given on February 27 to 
grades 5, 8, and 11. This was the first 
year for the Writing Assessment to be 
administered in grades 5 and 11. Ninth 
grade students who failed to reach a 
satisfactory level on the Writing 
Assessment were re-tested February 27. 

The Criterion-Referenced Tests in 
mathematics, science, and reading will 
be given the week of March 18-22 to 
grades 5, 8, and 11. Students in grades 
6, 9, and 12 who failed to reach a 
satisfactory level on these tests last year 
will be re-tested. 

The Norm Referenced Tests (ITBS) will 

be given to grades 3 and 7 the week c 
March 18-22. 

Parental involvement is an integral part 
of the child's performance on these 
important tests . Please contact your 
school if you would like more 
information. 

judy Doll, Broken Arrow Print Shop employee, demonstrates the collator to Union employee Dan 
Williams-Drug Ed. Coord., jackie Chaffin·White·Student Services Director, Ken Bibb·Ass. 
Superintendent, & Dr. Cathy Burden-Superintendent. Bob Young-Director of Transportation, Dr. 
Clark Ogilvie-8th Gr. Center Principal, Charles Claunts·Director of Secondary Curriculum, & Broken 
Arrow administrators were among those present at the "Open House" in December. The 
Union/ Broken Arrow print shop partnership is one of several collaborative efforts between the two 
districts. 
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Clark Offers FAST Way To Involve Parents and Assist Students 
Clark Elementary' principal Becky Hale 
quotes an African proverb, "It takes a 
village to raise a child," as she 
enthusiastically describes the concept 
behind Clark's new Families and Schools 
Together (FAST) prog-ram. Founded in 
Wisconsin and operating at more than 
200 sites in 20 states, 
FAST is a program for 
parents that uses 
resources from the 
school, community 
agencies, area busi
nesses, and service 
organizations to 
assist families with 
the success of their 
children. 

idea of prevention, and that's what FAST 
is all about." Mrs. McKethan says. 
"Parents are the ones who will make an 
impact in their children's lives, and this 
program reaches out to loving parents 
who might benefit from some 
assistance." 

foster open parent-child commun
ication. For example, explains Mrs. 
McKethan, "A portion of the evening is 
spent in special play between the parent 
and the targeted child. The child is 
given a bag with an assortment of toys 
and is supposed to lead the parent in 

play. The parent is 
not to reject, criticize, 
or direct but simply 
to mirror the child. 
It's a great learning 
experience for both of 
them," she says. 

It Clark, the focus is 
n students kinder

garten through third 
grade and is aimed at 
preventing school 
failure and future 
substance abuse 
while bolstering the 
role of parents as 
partners and advo
cates for their chil
dren and other 

Pictured lefr to right are members of the FAST team: (back row) teacher Steve Skeie, Clark 
principal Becky Hale, teacher Laura Heldmann, school counselor Shirley Skinner, and Clark 
PTA treasurer Carolyn Siegfried; (front row) Psychologist Angela Love, Target Personnel 
Manager Mike Voigt, National Honor Society President Karen Chen, and FAST facilitator ]an 

When the children go 
to another room for 
structured play or fun 
learning time super
vised by teachers or 
volunteers from the 
National Honor Soci
ety, the adults hear 
from a speaker or 
simply discuss the 
joys and hassles of 
being a parent. 
"Every activity is 
focused toward em
powering parents at 
home and in their McKethan. 

parents in the education process. Clark 
is the first school in the district to 
implement FAST. Its "village" includes 
school staff, the Clark PTA, the 
Community Service Council of Tulsa, 
Family and Children's Services, Union 
High School National Honor Society, the 
Junior League of Tulsa, Operation 
Aware, Target at Eastland, Kinko's at 
6lst and Memorial, and Polo Ralph 
Lauren at Utica Square. All contribute 
volunteers or money, or both. 

Their efforts are coordinated by Jan 
McKethan, a licensed marital and family 
therapist who has an office at Clark and 
whose salary is paid through a federal 
~rant. Before joining the FAST program, 
~he was a counselor and acting director 

"' of the Frances E. Willard Home for girls 
in Tulsa. 
"Having seen problems that become full 
blown in adolescents, I really like the 

How does FAST assist parents and 
students? In a number of ways, 
according to Mrs. Hale. "At Clark we 
want to address the issue of student 
attendance, and parent involvement will 
help. We also want the school to be a 
place where parents feel comfortable, a 
place where they can hook into 
community services for their families. 
We looked at various Community 
Service Council programs and FAST 
seemed to be the perfect match for what 
we wanted." 

How does the program work? It starts 
with meetings held one night a week for 
eight weeks. Up to twelve families of 
students identified as having the 
potential for benefiting from the 
program are asked to attend the eight
week session. At the meetings they 
share a meal, work on family projects 
and complete exercises designed to 

neighborhoods," explains Mrs. Hale. 

Once families complete the eight-week 
session, they celebrate with an official 
graduation and become members of a 
parent advisory council. "We get the 
parents started," says Carolyn Siegfried, 
the parent representative for FAST. 
"But they form an ongoing support 
group which meets once a month and 
plans fun family activities .... ! am 
involved in the school, and I am happy 
to see Clark doing more outreach. FAST 
will benefit a lot of parents and their 
children," she says. 
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Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-67ll 

N 
N 

N 
'-.1 

{1,)1\)....£.....1. 
...... ~-....ow (/) 

~ ~a;~~ ;: 
0 
z 1\)~~ 

Q)(OI'\) (]1 

t:i ~~&)0> ::::n ;p. 0 
>-< S5~~~ ~I 

~~~00-"11 

~~Q;<eN(fJ 

~ 
tTj 
~ 

t:i 

~ 

"'11 
:::0 
1-< 

t:i 

~ 
1\)~~ 

O>CONO'l (/) 

l""'t>:!N >"';. 0 0 ....,11> ·1--l OJ 
I\) I\)~ ;: 

-11> 
-.....IOC.Um 

~~0 
~ §·t-""t:tloo'!V,Iw ~ ~~~---J ~s:: 

_11>"' 8::?S. ;p. 
CO' 
w:.:J 8 0 0 

~ 
[g~Q;rn~:E~ 

.,.? e. 
'>'> ~r.p> ~~~<ON-I 
8"C . e: ~~n 

§- "'., .., t:i ~~:::j~w, 

~s;;l ~ (IQ 

F ~oo~.$:1t. U> 



UNION SCHOOLS 
EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION 

1994-199 5 Annual Report 

Dear Union Patrons and Friends, 

Change and growth would be the most fitting words to describe the 
Foundation this past year. Because we changed some of the fund raising 
activities, we have realized the kind of growth we were hoping to see. By 
raising additional funds to be awarded in teacher grants, many teachers 
were able to capitalize on the opportunity to provide additional innova
tive and educational programs in their classrooms. 

During 1995, the Foundation received and approved an unprecedented 
number of grant applications from Union teachers. Of 118 grant applica
tions, we were extremely pleased to be able to approve 48 grants award
ing $12,129.60. Almost doubling the number of approved grants from 
1994 was possible due to the support and generosity of contributors and 
patrons. Initiative and leadership on the part of several Foundation 
Trustees let us attempt some new fund raisers that proved very success
ful. With 1995 included, the Foundation has given a total of $37,014.72 

in grants. 

Significant funds were raised this year from Foundation activities includ
ing the Union International Holiday Tour headed up by Debbie Patterson 
and Cathy Collins. Our first annual Foundation Dinner headed by Rollie 
Heatly was a big success and certainly will be back. Kenny Taylor coordi
nated a highly successful merchandise fund raiser with sweatshirts, T
shirts, golf shirts and hats being sold. Phil Barr brought the Foundation 
into a very successful Night of Bingo and Kathy Bunting once again led us 
through Union Day at Bell's. Our Graduation Video, coordinated by 
Sharon Bentley and jeanne Andrews, was also available to graduating 

seniors. 

The Foundation exists in order to make Union even better than it already 
is. With your continued support, we hope to continue the significant con
tribution that the Board of Trustees makes to accomplish this goal. 

Sincerely, 

~?-~ 
Jack Flanagan 
President 

1994-95 Fund Raisers Demonstrate Variety and Success 

IDN.GQ 

The first Union Schools Education Foundation districtwide 
Family Bingo Night, held in March 1995, featured food, fun, 
and prizes ranging from restaurant gift certificates to hot air 
balloon rides, limousine service, and stays at luxury hotels. 
Organized by Foundation trustee Phil Barr and his committee, 
the evening raised more than $1800. 

USEF MERCHANDISE PROGRAM 

In an attempt to provide quality Union logo merchandise for a 
reasonable price and to enhance Union spirit, the Foundation 
offered specially designed sweatshirts, T-shirts, and baseball 
hats . Kenny Taylor and his committee's efforts saw divi
dends. More than 700 items were sold, and requests were 
made for the Foundation to offer even more specialty items in 
the future. 

UNION DAY AT BEIJ...'S 

Union Day at Bell's was another successful project sponsored 
by the Foundation under the direction of Kathy Bunting. 
Hundreds of Union students and their families took advantage 
of discounted tickets and the opportunity to spend April rid
ing rides and visiting friends. 

EXCEllENCE IN EDUCATION DINNER 

"Excellence in Education" was the theme for the first annual 
Union Schools Education Foundation Dinner held May 6, 1995. 
john Walls, KOTV Channel 6 Sports Director, served both as 
our emcee and guest speaker for the evening. 

One of the high points of the evening was the acknowledge
ment and presentation of Foundation "Bricks" to the teachers 
selected as Union Teachers of the Year. 

A very special thanks to Kirk Massey of the Olive Garden for a 
great meal, Absolutely Balloons, Irene Castell, Hobby Lobby, 
Tierra Vista Greenhouses and United Wholesale Florists for all 
the decorations and State Farm for printing. The Union High 
School Student Council provided help in both serving and 
clean-up during the evening. Thanks to all who helped and to 
Rollie Heatly, Dinner Chairman. Plan now to attend this years' 
dinner May 4th. 

Three easy ways you can help ... 

GRADUATION VIDEO 

The Foundation once again made available graduation videos 
to graduating seniors with a total of 48 videos being sold. 
Plans for this year's graduation video will make the 1996 
videotape more attractive than ever before. 

USEF INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAY HOME TOUR 

On Sunday, December 10, 1995, four of the most elegant and 
festively decorated homes in the Union School district were 
opened for the Union Schools Education Foundation's first 
International Holiday Home Tour, an incredible undertaking 
that involved the entire Union community. During the event, 
the Union Sixth/Seventh Grade Center was transformed into a 
crafts fair and entertainment center with holiday carolers, 
dancers, vendors, and even Santa Claus. The school's gymna
sium hosted the Kids' Zone, a fun place for children to stay 
while their parents toured the homes. 

Because of the event's success, USEF was able to award 32 
grants to teachers for innovative classroom projects. It was 
the largest grant allocation in the Foundation's history. USEF 
would like to gratefully acknowledge event co-chairs Debbie 
Patterson and Cathy Collins and their various committees, as 
well as the students, parents, teachers, employees, area orga
nizations, and merchants who made the Holiday Tour so 
exciting and so successful. 

UNION KIDS' BROADWAY SERIES 

During the fall of 1995, with the help of trustee Larry Payton 
of Celebrity Attractions and event chair Barbara Kelley, USEF 
initiated the Union Kids' Broadway Series. Two children's pro
ductions, The Blacklight Theatre of Prague's Peter Pan and Sail 
Productions' Sleeping Beauty, were scheduled for stops on 
their national tours at the Union Performing Arts Center. Two 
shows were set for Peter Pan February 24, 1996, and two for 
Sleeping Beauty April 27, 1996. The results promise the 
beginning of an artistic and educational fundraising tradition 
for the Foundation. 

1. Make a one-time contribution. Just send a check with the completed donor card. Or ... 

2. Make a pledge and pay by yearly installments. Or ... 

3. Buy a bit of nostalgia, an attractive commemorative brick from the original Union School building Bricks are only 
$10 each and make great gifts for teachers and alumnae. · 

- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -~- - - - - - - - - - -I Union Schools Education Foundation Donor Card 

Check enclosed for$ In Memory of-::-------------------------
(For every $10 contribution you will receive an attractive USEF window sticker.) 

Please .I: 0 One-time gift 
0 Pl~dge Please make checks payable to: 
0 Bnck(s) Union Schools Education Foundation 

Name--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address ----------- City----------- State------- Zip _______ Phone------

Mail con~ributions to: 5656 S. 12~ E. Avenue, _Tulsa OK 74134-6711 Contributions to the Foundation are deductible for 
federal mcome tax purposes. Bncks can be p1cked up at the Union Education Service Center 5656 s 12g E A , . . venue. 



Foundation officers picrured left ro righr are: (fronr row) jeanne Andrews, Secrerary and Rollie Hearly, 
Vice·Presiden r (back row) Fred She/ron, Treasurer and jack Flanagan, Presidenr. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
For the Period Ending June 30, 1995 

6/30/91 6L3Qi92 6L3Qt:93 6L3QL94 6L3QL95 Blli!l 
REVENUE 

Contributions: 
$1 ,100.00 $1,140.00 $680.00 $1 ,850.00 $1,010.00 $5,780.00 Companies 

Individuals 1,351.33 8,894.61 6,957.08 3,906.92 3,909.50 25,019.44 
Matchin~ 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 100.00 
Memori s 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 80.00 80.00 
Pass Through 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10,400.00 10,400.00 

Total Contributions 2,451.33 10,034.61 7,637.08 5,756.92 15,499.50 41,379.44 
Sales: 

0.00 0.00 0.00 266.00 35.00 301.00 Afghans 
Bricks 0.00 0.00 1,690.00 130.00 745.00 2,565.00 
Union Merchandise 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 4,655.00 4,655 .00 
Video 0.00 3,516.65 0.00 213 .00 1,339.00 5,068.65 

Total Sales 0.00 3,516.65 1,690.00 609.00 6,774.00 12,589.65 
Fund Raisers: 

Bells 0.00 0.00 1,623 .00 1,362 .00 441.00 3,426.00 
Bingo 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,815.70 1,815.70 
Celebration Station 0.00 0.00 0.00 608.25 0.00 608.25 
Dinner 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,265.50 3,265.50 
Golf World 0.00 0.00 674.00 0.00 0.00 674.00 
Shows 0.00 1,703.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,703.33 
Teachers Party 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,934.79 1,934.79 
Winter Celebration 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,263.00 0.00 1,263.00 

Total Fund-Raisers 0.00 1,703 .33 2,297.00 3,233.25 7,456.99 14,690.57 
Interest Income 1.lJ2Z l..8..G..jZ 176.41 ~ .3..Q.L.5.8. l.Q12 .16 

Total: $2,462.40 $15,441.16 $11 ,800.49 $9,935.70 $30,032.07 $69.671.82 

EXPENSES 
0.00 0.00 40.00 349.36 50.00 439.36 Advertising 
5.20 125.60 47.27 75 .02 0.00 253.09 Bank Charges 
0.00 2,609.25 739.15 113.81 4,889.68 8,351.89 Cost of Goods 
0.00 89.50 0.00 206.83 1,940.01 2,236.34 Fund Raising Expense 
0.00 500.00 500.00 500.00 0.00 1,500.00 Insurance 
0.00 0.00 241.36 0.00 0.00 241.36 Legal Expense 
0.00 390.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 435.00 Licenses & Fees 

Miscellaneous 0.00 59.70 0.00 0.00 73.80 133.50 
Pass Through Payments 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10,400.00 10,400.00 
Postage 0.00 29.00 51.33 33.75 0.00 114.08 
Printing Cost 0.00 702.46 1,867.00 802 .56 764.31 4,136.33 
Reco~nition Cost 0.00 0.00 97.95 0.00 200.07 298.02 
Supp ·es for Fund Raisers 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 366.71 366.71 
Teacher Grants QJ2Q 9.Q44.16 6.312 .18 5.379.19 4.382.75 25 ,118.28 

Total: 5.20 13,549.67 9,911.24 7,475.52 23,082.33 54,023.96 

NET $2,457.20 $1,891.49 $1,889.25 $2,460.18 $6,949.74 $15,647.86 

[I 1994-95 USEF Grants to Teachers 

Spring Awards 1995 
Spring 1995 grants were announced in May. Twenty 
teachers were awarded grants ranging from $66.82 to 
$500.00 for a total of $4,240.46. Grant recipients and 
their projects include: 
Boevers Elementary: 
Janice Luce (Star Track) 

Boevers & Briarglen Elementary: 
Shelley Stege (Truly Reading) 

Briarglen Elementary: 
Connie Collins & Rita Wade (Let's Find Out), Jenny 
Cummings (What Did They Say), Paula Jackson (Money 
Madness), Shiela Smith (Read It Their Way, Write It Your 
Way), and Paula Jackson, Norma Mamah, Debbie Reeves, 
Merrily Shelby & Pam Weicht (Third Grade's Terrific, 
Traveling Bears) 

Clark Elementary: 
Kelly Brown (Bridging the Generation Gap, & Maddening 
Multiplication Made Marvelous) and Leslie Edwards 
(Reading Connections) 

McAuliffe Elementary: 
Anita Thornton (Hands-On Science) 

6th Grade Center: 
Karen Ford (Fraction Math Lab), Cela James (Classroom 
Novel Sets) and Stacey Roggendorff & Tina Spavital 
(Calculators for Everyone) 

7th Grade Center: 
Joann Brogan (Writing Workshop) 

High School: 
Candas Bullock (Life Skills Academic Bowl) 

Fall Awards 1995 
Due in part to the success of the International Holiday 
Home Tour fund raiser, th e Union Schools Edu cation 
Foundation announced a record number ·of grants to be 
awarded to district teachers . Thirty-two grants were 
given in January, twice the number awarded last spring. 
With a total of $7,889. 14, the Foundation was able to 
fund 32 of the 59 classroom projects requested. Eleven 
of the district 's 14 schools were represented among the 
recipients, and the grants ranged from $40.00 to the max
imum amount of $500.00. Grant recipients and their pro
jects include: 

Andersen Elementary: 
Cheryl Mathews (Where in the World) 

Briarglen Elementary: 
Brenda Rollins (Once Upon a Video), Lesa Timmons & 
Susan McClain (Put a Book in Their Hands), and Connie 
Collins & Rita Wade (Real Indians Rally 'Round Resources) 

Cedar Ridge Elementary: 
Rose Powell (Cedar Ridge Detective Agency) and Becky 
Hinton (Group Solutions) 

Clark Elementary: 
Peggy Brissey (School to Work Reference Materials), Cathy 

Linda Laws, Clark elemenrary reacher, received a granr from rhe Union 
Schools Educarion Foundarion for her projecr enrirled "The Magic School 
Bus." 

Duke & Cathy Jones (A Day at the Farm), Cathy Jones 
(Reading with My Buddy), Kelly Brown (Teaching Time in 
the 20th and 21st Century), and Linda Laws (The Magical 
School Bus) 

Darnaby Elementary: 
Tommie Johnson (Human Body), (Fraction Manipulatives), 
Ann a Wil son & Beth Webb (Tulsa/Tulsey Town 
Enrichment), and Becky Freeman (Testing 1..2 .. 3) 

Grove Elementary: 
Jerry Bibb & Betty Schoenhals (Dinosaur Dancing to Door) 

McAuliffe Elementary: 
LeAnna Weaver (Young Au thors' Conference) 

Sixth /Seventh Grade Center : 
Jan O'Brien (Dissection Kits) , Natalie Peugh (Dissection), 
Brooks Spencer (Mobile Writing Centers), Jasmine Sharpe 
(Infamy Plus-WW II), Stacey Roggendorf (Tessellate 
Today!), Brooks Spencer & Nancy LeGrange (Story Station), 
Shelley Stege (Books Know No Bounds), (A Room With A 
View) 

Eighth Grade Center: 
Shelley Zevnik (Quickpic Color Camera for Macintosh 
Computer) 

Intermediate High School: 
Joella Buchanan (TI-92 Graphing Calculator) 

High School: 
Su e Rankin (Integrat ing Han d-Held Technology to 
Classroom), and Alicia Abbott (Spirit Pins, etc.) 

Curriculum Specialists: 
Pam O'Halloran (Snailing, AIMS Laboratory for 
Handicapable Kids, & Up, Up & Away) 

The Union Schools Education Foundation is a non-profit 
corporation which funds innovative teaching projects and 
rewards ~"Xcellence throughout Union Public Schools. 



Foundation officers picrured left ro righr are: (fronr row) jeanne Andrews, Secrerary and Rollie Hearly, 
Vice·Presiden r (back row) Fred She/ron, Treasurer and jack Flanagan, Presidenr. 
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$1 ,100.00 $1,140.00 $680.00 $1 ,850.00 $1,010.00 $5,780.00 Companies 
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Matchin~ 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 100.00 
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Bells 0.00 0.00 1,623 .00 1,362 .00 441.00 3,426.00 
Bingo 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,815.70 1,815.70 
Celebration Station 0.00 0.00 0.00 608.25 0.00 608.25 
Dinner 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 3,265.50 3,265.50 
Golf World 0.00 0.00 674.00 0.00 0.00 674.00 
Shows 0.00 1,703.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,703.33 
Teachers Party 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,934.79 1,934.79 
Winter Celebration 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,263.00 0.00 1,263.00 

Total Fund-Raisers 0.00 1,703 .33 2,297.00 3,233.25 7,456.99 14,690.57 
Interest Income 1.lJ2Z l..8..G..jZ 176.41 ~ .3..Q.L.5.8. l.Q12 .16 

Total: $2,462.40 $15,441.16 $11 ,800.49 $9,935.70 $30,032.07 $69.671.82 

EXPENSES 
0.00 0.00 40.00 349.36 50.00 439.36 Advertising 
5.20 125.60 47.27 75 .02 0.00 253.09 Bank Charges 
0.00 2,609.25 739.15 113.81 4,889.68 8,351.89 Cost of Goods 
0.00 89.50 0.00 206.83 1,940.01 2,236.34 Fund Raising Expense 
0.00 500.00 500.00 500.00 0.00 1,500.00 Insurance 
0.00 0.00 241.36 0.00 0.00 241.36 Legal Expense 
0.00 390.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 435.00 Licenses & Fees 

Miscellaneous 0.00 59.70 0.00 0.00 73.80 133.50 
Pass Through Payments 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 10,400.00 10,400.00 
Postage 0.00 29.00 51.33 33.75 0.00 114.08 
Printing Cost 0.00 702.46 1,867.00 802 .56 764.31 4,136.33 
Reco~nition Cost 0.00 0.00 97.95 0.00 200.07 298.02 
Supp ·es for Fund Raisers 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 366.71 366.71 
Teacher Grants QJ2Q 9.Q44.16 6.312 .18 5.379.19 4.382.75 25 ,118.28 

Total: 5.20 13,549.67 9,911.24 7,475.52 23,082.33 54,023.96 

NET $2,457.20 $1,891.49 $1,889.25 $2,460.18 $6,949.74 $15,647.86 

[I 1994-95 USEF Grants to Teachers 

Spring Awards 1995 
Spring 1995 grants were announced in May. Twenty 
teachers were awarded grants ranging from $66.82 to 
$500.00 for a total of $4,240.46. Grant recipients and 
their projects include: 
Boevers Elementary: 
Janice Luce (Star Track) 

Boevers & Briarglen Elementary: 
Shelley Stege (Truly Reading) 

Briarglen Elementary: 
Connie Collins & Rita Wade (Let's Find Out), Jenny 
Cummings (What Did They Say), Paula Jackson (Money 
Madness), Shiela Smith (Read It Their Way, Write It Your 
Way), and Paula Jackson, Norma Mamah, Debbie Reeves, 
Merrily Shelby & Pam Weicht (Third Grade's Terrific, 
Traveling Bears) 

Clark Elementary: 
Kelly Brown (Bridging the Generation Gap, & Maddening 
Multiplication Made Marvelous) and Leslie Edwards 
(Reading Connections) 

McAuliffe Elementary: 
Anita Thornton (Hands-On Science) 

6th Grade Center: 
Karen Ford (Fraction Math Lab), Cela James (Classroom 
Novel Sets) and Stacey Roggendorff & Tina Spavital 
(Calculators for Everyone) 

7th Grade Center: 
Joann Brogan (Writing Workshop) 

High School: 
Candas Bullock (Life Skills Academic Bowl) 

Fall Awards 1995 
Due in part to the success of the International Holiday 
Home Tour fund raiser, th e Union Schools Edu cation 
Foundation announced a record number ·of grants to be 
awarded to district teachers . Thirty-two grants were 
given in January, twice the number awarded last spring. 
With a total of $7,889. 14, the Foundation was able to 
fund 32 of the 59 classroom projects requested. Eleven 
of the district 's 14 schools were represented among the 
recipients, and the grants ranged from $40.00 to the max
imum amount of $500.00. Grant recipients and their pro
jects include: 

Andersen Elementary: 
Cheryl Mathews (Where in the World) 

Briarglen Elementary: 
Brenda Rollins (Once Upon a Video), Lesa Timmons & 
Susan McClain (Put a Book in Their Hands), and Connie 
Collins & Rita Wade (Real Indians Rally 'Round Resources) 

Cedar Ridge Elementary: 
Rose Powell (Cedar Ridge Detective Agency) and Becky 
Hinton (Group Solutions) 

Clark Elementary: 
Peggy Brissey (School to Work Reference Materials), Cathy 

Linda Laws, Clark elemenrary reacher, received a granr from rhe Union 
Schools Educarion Foundarion for her projecr enrirled "The Magic School 
Bus." 

Duke & Cathy Jones (A Day at the Farm), Cathy Jones 
(Reading with My Buddy), Kelly Brown (Teaching Time in 
the 20th and 21st Century), and Linda Laws (The Magical 
School Bus) 

Darnaby Elementary: 
Tommie Johnson (Human Body), (Fraction Manipulatives), 
Ann a Wil son & Beth Webb (Tulsa/Tulsey Town 
Enrichment), and Becky Freeman (Testing 1..2 .. 3) 

Grove Elementary: 
Jerry Bibb & Betty Schoenhals (Dinosaur Dancing to Door) 

McAuliffe Elementary: 
LeAnna Weaver (Young Au thors' Conference) 

Sixth /Seventh Grade Center : 
Jan O'Brien (Dissection Kits) , Natalie Peugh (Dissection), 
Brooks Spencer (Mobile Writing Centers), Jasmine Sharpe 
(Infamy Plus-WW II), Stacey Roggendorf (Tessellate 
Today!), Brooks Spencer & Nancy LeGrange (Story Station), 
Shelley Stege (Books Know No Bounds), (A Room With A 
View) 

Eighth Grade Center: 
Shelley Zevnik (Quickpic Color Camera for Macintosh 
Computer) 

Intermediate High School: 
Joella Buchanan (TI-92 Graphing Calculator) 

High School: 
Su e Rankin (Integrat ing Han d-Held Technology to 
Classroom), and Alicia Abbott (Spirit Pins, etc.) 

Curriculum Specialists: 
Pam O'Halloran (Snailing, AIMS Laboratory for 
Handicapable Kids, & Up, Up & Away) 

The Union Schools Education Foundation is a non-profit 
corporation which funds innovative teaching projects and 
rewards ~"Xcellence throughout Union Public Schools. 
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1994-199 5 Annual Report 

Dear Union Patrons and Friends, 

Change and growth would be the most fitting words to describe the 
Foundation this past year. Because we changed some of the fund raising 
activities, we have realized the kind of growth we were hoping to see. By 
raising additional funds to be awarded in teacher grants, many teachers 
were able to capitalize on the opportunity to provide additional innova
tive and educational programs in their classrooms. 

During 1995, the Foundation received and approved an unprecedented 
number of grant applications from Union teachers. Of 118 grant applica
tions, we were extremely pleased to be able to approve 48 grants award
ing $12,129.60. Almost doubling the number of approved grants from 
1994 was possible due to the support and generosity of contributors and 
patrons. Initiative and leadership on the part of several Foundation 
Trustees let us attempt some new fund raisers that proved very success
ful. With 1995 included, the Foundation has given a total of $37,014.72 

in grants. 

Significant funds were raised this year from Foundation activities includ
ing the Union International Holiday Tour headed up by Debbie Patterson 
and Cathy Collins. Our first annual Foundation Dinner headed by Rollie 
Heatly was a big success and certainly will be back. Kenny Taylor coordi
nated a highly successful merchandise fund raiser with sweatshirts, T
shirts, golf shirts and hats being sold. Phil Barr brought the Foundation 
into a very successful Night of Bingo and Kathy Bunting once again led us 
through Union Day at Bell's. Our Graduation Video, coordinated by 
Sharon Bentley and jeanne Andrews, was also available to graduating 

seniors. 

The Foundation exists in order to make Union even better than it already 
is. With your continued support, we hope to continue the significant con
tribution that the Board of Trustees makes to accomplish this goal. 

Sincerely, 

~?-~ 
Jack Flanagan 
President 

1994-95 Fund Raisers Demonstrate Variety and Success 

IDN.GQ 

The first Union Schools Education Foundation districtwide 
Family Bingo Night, held in March 1995, featured food, fun, 
and prizes ranging from restaurant gift certificates to hot air 
balloon rides, limousine service, and stays at luxury hotels. 
Organized by Foundation trustee Phil Barr and his committee, 
the evening raised more than $1800. 

USEF MERCHANDISE PROGRAM 

In an attempt to provide quality Union logo merchandise for a 
reasonable price and to enhance Union spirit, the Foundation 
offered specially designed sweatshirts, T-shirts, and baseball 
hats . Kenny Taylor and his committee's efforts saw divi
dends. More than 700 items were sold, and requests were 
made for the Foundation to offer even more specialty items in 
the future. 

UNION DAY AT BEIJ...'S 

Union Day at Bell's was another successful project sponsored 
by the Foundation under the direction of Kathy Bunting. 
Hundreds of Union students and their families took advantage 
of discounted tickets and the opportunity to spend April rid
ing rides and visiting friends. 

EXCEllENCE IN EDUCATION DINNER 

"Excellence in Education" was the theme for the first annual 
Union Schools Education Foundation Dinner held May 6, 1995. 
john Walls, KOTV Channel 6 Sports Director, served both as 
our emcee and guest speaker for the evening. 

One of the high points of the evening was the acknowledge
ment and presentation of Foundation "Bricks" to the teachers 
selected as Union Teachers of the Year. 

A very special thanks to Kirk Massey of the Olive Garden for a 
great meal, Absolutely Balloons, Irene Castell, Hobby Lobby, 
Tierra Vista Greenhouses and United Wholesale Florists for all 
the decorations and State Farm for printing. The Union High 
School Student Council provided help in both serving and 
clean-up during the evening. Thanks to all who helped and to 
Rollie Heatly, Dinner Chairman. Plan now to attend this years' 
dinner May 4th. 

Three easy ways you can help ... 

GRADUATION VIDEO 

The Foundation once again made available graduation videos 
to graduating seniors with a total of 48 videos being sold. 
Plans for this year's graduation video will make the 1996 
videotape more attractive than ever before. 

USEF INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAY HOME TOUR 

On Sunday, December 10, 1995, four of the most elegant and 
festively decorated homes in the Union School district were 
opened for the Union Schools Education Foundation's first 
International Holiday Home Tour, an incredible undertaking 
that involved the entire Union community. During the event, 
the Union Sixth/Seventh Grade Center was transformed into a 
crafts fair and entertainment center with holiday carolers, 
dancers, vendors, and even Santa Claus. The school's gymna
sium hosted the Kids' Zone, a fun place for children to stay 
while their parents toured the homes. 

Because of the event's success, USEF was able to award 32 
grants to teachers for innovative classroom projects. It was 
the largest grant allocation in the Foundation's history. USEF 
would like to gratefully acknowledge event co-chairs Debbie 
Patterson and Cathy Collins and their various committees, as 
well as the students, parents, teachers, employees, area orga
nizations, and merchants who made the Holiday Tour so 
exciting and so successful. 

UNION KIDS' BROADWAY SERIES 

During the fall of 1995, with the help of trustee Larry Payton 
of Celebrity Attractions and event chair Barbara Kelley, USEF 
initiated the Union Kids' Broadway Series. Two children's pro
ductions, The Blacklight Theatre of Prague's Peter Pan and Sail 
Productions' Sleeping Beauty, were scheduled for stops on 
their national tours at the Union Performing Arts Center. Two 
shows were set for Peter Pan February 24, 1996, and two for 
Sleeping Beauty April 27, 1996. The results promise the 
beginning of an artistic and educational fundraising tradition 
for the Foundation. 

1. Make a one-time contribution. Just send a check with the completed donor card. Or ... 

2. Make a pledge and pay by yearly installments. Or ... 

3. Buy a bit of nostalgia, an attractive commemorative brick from the original Union School building Bricks are only 
$10 each and make great gifts for teachers and alumnae. · 

- - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -~- - - - - - - - - - -I Union Schools Education Foundation Donor Card 

Check enclosed for$ In Memory of-::-------------------------
(For every $10 contribution you will receive an attractive USEF window sticker.) 

Please .I: 0 One-time gift 
0 Pl~dge Please make checks payable to: 
0 Bnck(s) Union Schools Education Foundation 

Name--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address ----------- City----------- State------- Zip _______ Phone------

Mail con~ributions to: 5656 S. 12~ E. Avenue, _Tulsa OK 74134-6711 Contributions to the Foundation are deductible for 
federal mcome tax purposes. Bncks can be p1cked up at the Union Education Service Center 5656 s 12g E A , . . venue. 


