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Teachers of the Year Selected 
Building level recipients of the Teacher of the 

Year awards were announced January 18 by 

principals at each school. Recipients were 

selected by their building colleagues to 

acknowledge their education and experience, 
service to the district, civic and community 

activities, hono rs and awards , creativity, 

dependability, and willingness to help others. 

Union's Staff Development committee will 

choose one of the twelve as District Teacher of 

the Yea r . Follo wing the April 8 

announcement , th e dis trict honoree will 

advance to state competition in late May. 
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Left to right front row: Jan Green-Briarglen, Susan Yeilding-Boevers, Jessica 
Padgett-McAuliffe. Middle row: Tina Vassar-Peters, Jill Medina-7th Grode Center, 
Sandra Schwinn-Clark, MaryAnn Simpson-Damaby. Back row: Steve Miller-High 
School, Vicki Perri"tt-Jarman, Lori Swisher-Grove, Betsy Glad-Andersen, Donna 
Niemi-Junior High. 

Jake Younger, a first grade student at Boevers, concentrates. on "Math Blaster" ~n 
the computer lab during Winter Camp '92. S~mmer camp IS sc~ed~led to begm 
May 20. For additional information or to obtam enrollment applications, call the 
Union Community Education Office at 252-3561 . 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
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Board Passes Tobacco-Free Policy 
1993 School Board J 
Meeting Calendar At its January 11 meeting, the Union Board of 

Education passed the {ollowing policy: 

The school district, recognizing that the health 

of employees and students is a factor of 

concern , has declared that the school 

environment be smoke free. Smoking by any 

person, therefore, is not permitted in school 
buildings or school facilities at any time. 

It will be the policy of the school district that all 

uses of tobacco or tobacco products, including 
smokeless tobacco, will be prohibited iu all of 

the district's facilities when practical. At no 

time will the use of tobacco or tobacco products 

be permitted in classrooms, corridors , 

restrooms, locker rooms, work areas, cafeterias, 
offices, faculty lounges, gymnasiums, parking 
lots, etc. 

It will further be the policy of the school district 

that the use of tobacco or tobacco products, 
including smokeless tobacco, will be prohibited 

in all vehicles owned, leased or operated by the 

district. 
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Parenting Materials 
Available 

The OSU Extension office at 4116 East 15th 
Street offers a free video and curriculum rental 

service to the public on a multitude of topics for 
children in grades K-12. They may be checked 

out for a maximum of three working days 

unless prior arrangements have been made. 

The office also provides a variety of printed 
materials . Most are free, but some have a 

minimal charge. For a copy of the video and 

curriculum materials list, call the center at 7 44-

6635. 

Another service worth looking into is the 

Oklahoma Prevention Resource Network 

located at 1111 West 17th Street. This 

program offers materials on an array of youth
related topics as well as parenting skills and 

educational workshops . For a list of free 

materials, call585-2772 or 582-1989. 

Students enrolled in the district's schools will 
not be permitted to use tobacco or tobacco 

products, including smokeless tobacco, while 

they are participants in any class or activity in 
which they represent the school district. 

It is the intention of the Board of Education that 

this policy will become effective on March 1, 
1993. It will apply to all employees of agencies 
which work with students and/ or employees of 

the school district, to spectators at various 
contests and activities, and to all other persons 
who are authorized to be in the district's 

facilities. 

On or before March 1, 1993, signs will be 

posted throughout the district's facilities to 

notify students, employees, and all other 
persons visiting the school that the use of 
tobacco or tobacco products is forbidden. 

Legal Ref.Okla. Stat. tit. 63, § 1-1521 

The following calendar for school board 
meetings was approved at the December 

7 board meeting: 

January 11, 1993 

February 8, 1993 

March 8, 1993 
April 12, 1993 

May 10, 1993 

June 14, 1993 

July 12, 1993 

August 9, 1993 

September 13, 1993 

October 11, 1993 

November 8, 1993 
December 13, 1993 

Physicians Provide Free Physicals 

Participants in Union's Special Olympics program have received free physical examinations thanks 
to Dr. James Routsong and seven student assistants from the Oklahoma State University College 

Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery. The physicals are necessary for participants in all Spec 
Olympics events including the state Summer Games May 12-14 in Stillwater. Union Sper 
Olympians would like to extend heartfelt thanks to Dr. Routsong and his students for their time and 

effort. 

Weather Slows Progress at New Building Site 

The construction of Phase I of the new 6th/7th Grade Center is progressing but '"' 
six weeks behind schedule. The culprit is the relentless wet and cold weather 
during December and January. Several consecutive days of sunshine, or at least 
warmer and dryer conditions, are needed to make up for the lost work time. 
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Nancy Sacra's fourth grade class at Jarman Elementary discovered that much 
Indian culture can be learned from Indian legends. Travis Curran {left) examines a 
hand-crafted Indian flute while J. J. Sheffield, Christine Clodi, and Katie 
Grassmyer display their illustrated legends and other artifacts. 

Peters and Grove Join the Green Team 

Two Union elementary schools, Grove and 

Peters, are among six area winners in the 

Green Team Environmental Chall enge 
sponsored by radio station Z-1 04.5 FM and 
Public Service Company of Oklahoma (PSO) . 
The Green Team is a program to encourage 

\nvironmental awareness and recycling 
ctivities. 

Grove was honored for its aluminum recycling 

project. Each month classes compete to bring 

in the most aluminum cans, and the winning 

class receives a pizza party. Proceeds from the 

recycling are used to purchase land in the 
children's rainforest of Costa Rica and Belize. 

Fifth graders at Peters Elementary received the 

award for their "Recycle Your Way Across the 

USA" project. Students scavenged household 
articles destined for the trash and recycled them 

into usable items such as games and toys. 

Donkey Basketball Union Style 

Seventh grad e teachers Jim Hardin and Ellen McGoffin were crowned King and 
Queen during halftime festiviti e s at t he Donkey Basketball game. Proceeds 
benefited the PTA. 

Feb. 15 
Staff Development Day - No School 

McAuliffe- PTA Board Mtg. 

Feb. 16 
Briarglen - Open House 

Jr. High - Musical Rehearsal, 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

Feb. 17 
Jr. High- Academic Teams: 8th vs Carver, 

There & 9th vs Bixby, There 

Feb. 19 
Damaby- PTA Board Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

McAuliffe - Popcorn Day 
Peters - 5th Gr. Great American Day I 

1st Gr. All Day Science 

Feb. 20 
Briarglen - Fun Night 

Grove - Carnival, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

Feb. 22 
Grove- PTA Unit Meeting, 7:00p.m., 

Third Gr. Music Program 
Peters - 3rd Gr. Biography Book Reports 

Feb.23 
Grove - Elementary ARC Open House, 

7-8:00 p.m. 
Jr. High - OSU Orchestra Contest, ARC 

Seminar 

Feb. 24 
Jr. High- Academic Teams vs Sand Springs, 

There 

Eeb.25 
Boevers- Skating Party, 6-8:00 p.m., 

Skateworld, 21st & Garnett 
UHS - Cultural Awareness Club Dance, 

Commons, 7-10:00 p.m. 

Feb.26 
Boevers - Popcorn/ Spirit Day 

Briarglen - Popcorn Day 
Grove - Popcorn Day 

Jarman - Popcorn Day 
Peters- "I Caught You Being Good" Assembly, 

2:40p.m. 

Feb. 27 
UHS- NASAU PowWow, 7-11 :00 p.m. at 

Union 7th Grade Center 
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Foundations Provide Project Funds 

)nion students and teachers are the bene

ciaries of two foundations which have recently 

issued grants . The Union Schools Education 
Foundatjon presented more than $3200 in 

enhance the learning process of their students. 
Tulsa Education Fund 1992 Teacher Incentive 

Award honorees included eight Union teachers. 

The Tulsa Education Fund is designed to 

Oarnaby fourth grade teacher Judy Hays (left) accepts her. grant from Union 
Schools Education Foundation officials Sharon Bentley (center) and Jack Wimbish_ 

grants to teachers throughout the district for 
use with special classroom activities. The USEE 

is a charitable, educational corporation which 

works closely with the school system to provide 

benefits for students and teachers . The 
Foundation grants are awarded twice each 

schoo l year to aid Union teachers in 
implementing innovative classroom projects to 
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promote educational excellence and creativity; 

to generate optimism and excitement in 

students and teachers; and to inspire 
community ownership, commitment, 

confidence and pride in the public schools of 

Tulsa County. 

Teachers awarded grants from the ~ 

Education Fund are: 

BOEVERS: Janice Luce - Exceptional Indoor 

Ecosystem; DARNABY: Becky Freeman -

Raising Live Butterflies ; and Judy Hays -

G.A.R.D.E.N. (Growing Activities, Research & 
Designed Experiments in Nature); JARMAN: 

Jill Fitts- Project M.O.R. (My Own Restaurant); 

Kay Hays - Making Kaleidoscopes; and Kay 
Hays & Denise Thomas - The Art of Dinosaurs; 

McAULIFFE: Jackie Furbeck - Up, Up and 
Away; UNION JUNIOR HIGH: BeLinda 

Nikkel - Big Brothers and Sisters in Science 

(BBSS). 

J..!.SEE grant recipients and their project names 

are as follows: CLARK: Brooks Spencer -
Beginning Journalism; Multicultural Holidays, 

Crafts & Cooking; and Turning on to 

Informational Reading . DARNABY: Becky 

Freeman - Raising Uve Butterflies; Judy Hays -
W.E.A.T.H.E.R (We Are Critical Thinkers, 

Hands-on Experimenting Researchers); Susan 
Hickman - Outdoor Uving Classroom; Keela 
Humphrey - The Butterfly Garden; Tommie 

Johnson - Spanish Unit; and Lynda Lovegrove -
Making Books. JARMAN: Jill Fitts - Project 
M.O.R. (My Own Restaurant); and Kay Hays

The Art of Dinosaurs. McAULIFFE: Brian 
Foster - National Geographic Wonders of 

Learning CD-ROM Library; Roxann Hulsey -

Classroom Paper Recycling; and Anita 
Thornton & Charnetia Pokorny - Gearing Up 
With Computers. 

Curriculum Update 
by Dr. Clark Ogilvie 

Outcomes Based Education (OBE) continues to 
dominate newspaper articles and professional 
education journals. The topic has been brought 

to the forefront in Oklahoma schools by House 

Bill 1017, which requires an outcome-oriented 

approach next fall . 

This process operates under the basic principles 
that all children can learn and that students 

should be able to demonstrate competency 

before progressing to the next level in their plan 

of study. This is not unlike the student who 
accomplishes specific objectives to earn a scout 

merit badge or who masters specific skills to 

pass a driving test. 

Information regarding the changes must be 

effectively communicated to all students, 

parents, and staff. Our approach is to adopt 
curriculum changes in increments so that our 

focus is clear and our information is 

disseminated in a timely manner. We have 

begun the process in science, math , and 

multicultural education with an implementation 

goal for the fall of 1993. 

We have already incorporated an outcome 

oriented approach at the junior high and high 

school in the new Tech Prep Applied Math 
classes. Plans call for adding Tech Prep 

Applied Biology/Chemistry and Applied 

Communications to the mid-high and high 
school curriculum. Future articles will cover 

these courses in more detail and provide more 

information. 
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Cleeland's AP Project Draws Community Recognition 

Union High School's Bob Cleeland is well 
known throughout the area for his prowess in 

coaching boys basketball, but it is his work in 

h e 

classroom 
that has 
r ece ntly 
received 

special 
recog

nition. 
Cleeland 
w a s 

awarded 

h e 

Crowning 

~----------~~---------Y Achieve-
Bob Cleeland ment in 

Education 

Award by Crown Buick, a local auto dealership, 
for his project on positive peer pressure. 

With Cleeland 's guidance, students in his 

smaller groups for discussion. Question and 
answer sessions, skits, and games are used to 

help show the younger students how to study, 

plan, and strive for their dreams. 

"Elementary students are very impressed by the 

older students," said Cleeland. "Why not have 

our brightest students act as role models and 
teach the younger ones? It demonstrates that 

being a good student is something to be proud 

of, .?nd it is a goal that can be attained through 
hard work and planning." Cleeland hopes to 

expand the program to include seventh grade 

next year and believes it could help make junior 

high less stressful by letting the seventh graders 

know how the seniors handled the experience. 

The Crowning Achievement in Education 
Award was instituted by Crown Buick to give 

attention to outstanding classroom teachers in 

the Tulsa area, those who are giving their 
students unique, hands-on learning experiences. 

Area Parent-Teacher Association groups were 

". · ... being a good student is something to be proud of, 
and it is a goal that can be attained through hard work 
and planning." 

Advanced Placement (AP) Psychology classes 
are creating their own curriculum to provide 

workshops on role modeling and self-esteem for 

fifth and sixth grade students in the district. 
The idea centers around younger stud ents 

learning from seniors who are some of the 

district's best role models. The AP students 

work in groups of three or four and travel to 

each elementary school where they meet with 
one grade level as a group and then split into 

sent questionaires and asked to submit names 

of teachers who fulfilled the criteria. The Union 
High School PTSA nominated Mr. Cleeland 
because of his outstanding credentials and the 

information they received regarding his project. 

Bob Cleeland and his role·model students will 

be featured on local TCI CableVision stations. 

Recipients of the Crowning Achievement 
Award also receive a plaque to display in their 

classroom and a Crown Auto Service Center 

' 
/ Brian Peck, 

maintenance 
worker and 
U S P A 
President, 
thanks T. J. 
Tucker for 
serving lunch 
to workers in 
the Opera
tions de
partment. 
Tucker, the 
Director of 
Operations, 
prepared his 
famous 
shrimp 
gumbo. 

gift certificate. According to Steve Davis , 
Crown Buick, "Crown is seeking 

1 

acknowledge well-rounded teachers whv 

provide an excellent quality of education for 
their students. The award is a way to showcase 
these teachers." 

Union Kids Baseball News 

Union Kids Baseball, Inc., will have a general 

meeting and work day on Sunday March 7 

beginning at 1 P.M. at the UKB/Hilti Fields 

located on 51st Street between Garnett and 
I 29th East Avenue. The meeting will take 

place on Field #8, and the work day will begin 

immediately following. 

All coaches and parents are invited to attend. 

Please bring lawn mowers, tractor mowers, gas 

weedeaters, rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows, drills, 

etc. In the event of rain, the meeting and work 

day will be held Sunday, March 14, at the same 
time. 

Softball T earns Seek 
Participation 

Th e Union Girls Softball Association is 
scheduled to begin forming school teams in 

February. Girls must be at least 6 years old by 

September 1, 1993, to participate . 1993 

officers are President - Tim Burton, Vice 
President Terry Tallent, and 

Secretary/Treasurer - Carol Farve. The 

Association wishes to extend sincere 
appreciation to past officers Kerry Siegfried and 

Kathy Henry for their years of dedication and 

support. 

A coaches meeting will be held Sunday, 

February 28, 2 P.M. at the Hardesty Library, 

north of Woodland Hills Mall. Coaches may 

pick up fund raising candy at the meeting to 

distribute to team members. Proceeds will help 

provide field improvements and aid future 
growth at the Tri-Plex behind the Junior High. 

The season is scheduled to begin March 29 at 

the old Union Jr/Sr. High football field . Th 

will be a Pitching Machine Tournament Ar 

17-18 at a cost of $50 per team. For mo. 

information, call Association President Tim 

Burton at 438-7985 (home) or 582-7129 
(work). 
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Successfu I practices frequently follow 

periods of turbulence and spirited debate. 

Methods to handle Union's explosive student 

population growth can provide opportunities 

to advance the cause of education while still 

making prudent financial decisions. 

February 1 a complete report on the options 

available to the Union district wos presented 

to the Union Board of Education . The 

following is the recommendation made 

public at that meeting, and it reflects an 

equitable application of appropriate 

solutions: 

As we analyze the information that 
accompanies each of our options, it becomes 
clear that none exists in a vacuum. That is to 
say, equal treatment in this case does not 

necessarily yield equal results. On the contrary, 
the success we pursue must be rich with 

diversity and involve a process of serious self

evaluation. The issues of our mission are not 

just matters of growth, but rather issues of 

change and exploration of an inevitable 
evolution in education. Opportunities for 
progress are not always recognized but must 

always be pursued when raised. 

The job of an employee in most vocational 

endeavors is multi-faceted. As the steel worker 
makes steel, the banker maximizes money, and 

the minister counsels his parish, so too the 

educational leader provides the best possible 

learning experience. Our product is learning. It 
is not steel, it is not money, and it is not 

religion. 

Our primary responsibility is to educate. We 

are not charged to operate a child care or 

during our bond campaign in September of 

1991. 

2. That Darnaby, Grove, Jarman, and Peto;. 

continue with the status quo in that th, 
possess adequate room for expansion in 1993-
94, even in advance of the 6th grade reduction 

one year later. 

3 . McAuliffe and Briarglen elementary schools 

make use of their auxiliary spaces, such as 
science labs or media centers, to accommodate 

any expansion until relief in 1994. 

4. That 
''Limited-English-Proficient'' Students 

in Tulsa County School Districts 
1991-92 

Boevers be 

District District 

redistricted by 

assigning section 

26 to the 
attendance 

boundary of 
Clark Elementary. 
Section 26 is a 
square-mile area 
presently in the 

Boevers 

Elementary 

I21i.ll Percentage 

tr.#~~6r>.i~ii~~ ·~~~ ·••••••• •••:• •;•·•·•·••••·••••••• •·•••••••• iaQ.•··· •..•.•. ; • t. ~ti.~il 
Bixby District 1-4 36 1.38% 
Glenpool District 1-13 18 0.96% 
Jenks District 1-5 56 0.71% 
Tulsa District 1-1 210 0.51% 
Broken Arrow District 1-3 ____2. ..Q..Qlli. 
Tulsa County Totals 452 0.48% 

nutrition business, nor do we exist to help the 

recreation or tourism industry. Many of those 

activities significantly impact our mission, and 
we would be remiss if we did not recognize 

them. But there are many dedicated 
professionals who already provide those 

important services, and they do it well! 

In regard to our mission, it is sometimes good 
to revisit the wisdom of the past to reroot our 
fundamental beliefs. 

IT IS OUR MISSION to provide our 

community of learners with 
educational opportunities to acquire 

and develop the best possible 

academic, vocational, recreational, 

social, and participatory skills, 

enabling them to become valued, 

contributing members of a changing 
global society. 

The recommendations below are based upon 
educational benefit, appropriate use of space, 

and the prudent use of available financial 
resources. 

1. The 6th grade center (otherwise known as 

Phase II of the 1992 bond issue which was 

scheduled to open in the fall of 1995) be 
advanced to open in 1994. This will relieve 

each elementary of approximately 100 students 

one year earlier than projected and discussed 

boundary. It is 
located between 41st and 51st streets and 

between 129th and 145th East Avenues. 11\ 
would reduce Boevers by approximately (; 
students, thereby relieving it temporarily until 

1994 when four sections of sixth grade will 

transfer to the 6th grade center. 

5. That Andersen Elementary receive all four 

portable classrooms owned by the district for 

the 1993-94 school year. The additional 
classrooms wi ll allow for the two that are 

needed in anticipation of growth and would free 

up the science room currently in use by a 5th 
grade class. 

However, this will not provide for long-term 

relief. By 1995, the enrollment projection will 

still be approximately 900 students. At a ratio 
of 20 students to every teacher, there will be a 

need for 45 classrooms . This will exceed 
capacity by nine rooms. Granted, 
pupil/teacher ratio is only a goal for Union, but 
the following chart reflects the need for relief 
with higher ratios: 

21 :1 43 classrooms 
22:1 41 classrooms 

23:1 39 classrooms 

24:1 38 classrooms 

25:1 36 classrooms 

Our current average class size e~t Andersen is 

23.2 : 1, and with all other elementary schools 

it is 22.4 : 1. 
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Oklahoma PTA 
Putting Children First 

by Carole Greenfield 

Last November, the Union PTA Council hosted 
a successful Oklahoma State Convention at the 

Tulsa Marriott Hotel. The convention theme -
Putting Children First - was and still is, truly the 
PTA's priority as its members work to improve 

education in this country. 

Arnold Fege, who is the director of the National 
PTA Office of Governmental Relations in 

Washington, D.C., encouraged us to promote 

Coordinating and making sure the convention 
ran smoothly and efficiently was no small feat. 

The Union PTA Council and its members 
worked diligently to that end for more than a 
year, and our efforts were rewarded. The 

delegates expressed their pleasure with Union's 

entertainment and hospitality. 

Many thanks are in order, starting with Union 

The Union Junior High select vocal group, Sweet Harmony, provided musical 
entertainment for the State PTA Convention. 

involvement. This year Mr. Fege will 

coordinate legislative activity asking President 
Clinton to increase federal spending on 

education and maintain current spending for 
federal children's programs. 

Other speakers included Dr. Alvin Granowsky, 

Vice President for School and Library Services 

at World Book, and Dr. Benjamin Canada, 
Superintendent of Schools in Jackson , 
Mississippi, who addressed substance abuse and 
child care. Another speaker - Mr. Chris 

Worsham, a 15-year police veteran who 

investigated gangs in Colorado - informed the 

delegates that community leaders, school, and 

parents must acknowledge that gangs do exist. 

(Authorities have identified gangs in 29 of 

Oklahoma's 77 counties.) 

nere were 500 delegates in attend;;m~;e, and 

.orkshops ran the gamut from "How to Cope 

with Teen Problems in the 90s" and "Resisting 

Peer Pressure" to "Gaining Knowledge About 

AIDS." 

Superintendent Dr. Tim Jenney , whose 

participation and cooperation helped make our 

co11vention a success. The Union High School 
orchestra, directed by Mr. Pete Peterson, and 
the Union Junior High Sweet Harmony, 
directed by Linda Davis, gave superb 

performances. Our hospitality suite, open to all 

convention delegates, reflected the generosity of 
our many unit members with their donations of 
treats and , most importantly, their valuable 
time. 

Of course, words cannot express my heartfelt 

thanks to the Union PTA Committee 

Chairmen: Gale Ozment, Carla Livingston , 

Audria Quisenberry, Stephanie Sales, Karen 
Dekle, Vickie Powell, Jeanne Andrews, Alexis 

Jack, Joyce Woodson, Sharan Neerman, Judy 
Wiley, Jessi~; e~ Ramirez, Sue Strelow, Carol 

Kendall, and Connie Hussain. These ladies 

upheld the meaning of UNION, which is the act 

of joining into one for a common purpose. Our 

common purpose is children first. 

Geography Bee Winner 

Deanna Cotter won the school level National 
Geography Bee at the Seventh Grade Center 
January 13. Deanna will take an exam used to 

select those eligible for state competition April 

2. The state winner will travel to Washington, 

D.C., in May to compete with students from 

around the nation and territories for a $25,000 

scholarship. 

Seventh Grade competition included 32 finalists 

representing each geography section. Second 

place winner was Jenny Birnbaum, Ben Fick 

placed third, and Harrell Cox took fourth. 

The school-level Bee, at which students 

answered oral questions on geography, was the 
first round in the fifth annual competition 

sponsored by National Geographic WORLD 
(the Society's magazine for children) and 
Amtrak. The Bee was developed in response 

to a growing concern about the lack of 

geographic knowledge among young people in 

the United States. 

FERPA Statement of Rights 

Parents and eligible students have the 

following rights under the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act: 

1. The right to inspect and review the 

student's education record. 

2. The right to exercise a limited control 

over other people's access to the student's 

education record. 

3 . The right to seek to correct the 

student's education record, in a hearing if 
necessary. 

4 . The right to report violations of the 

FERPA to the U.S. Department of 

Education. 

5 . The right to be informed about FERPA 

rights and obtain a copy of the policy. 

All rights and protections given parents 
under the FERPA and this policy transfer 

to the student when he or she reaches age 

18 or enrolls in a postsecondary school. 

The student then becomes an "eligible 

student." 

The district will arrange to provide 

translations of this notice to non-English 

speaking parents in their native language. 



Februacy~arch, 1993 ____ ~------------------------------------------------------------- PageS 

Therefore, a survey of all parents at Andersen 
and a poll of patrons of the Union School 

\strict should be conducted by June of 1993 

> determine their respective positions 
~garding the implementation of multi-track, 

year-round education in 1995. A positive 

response will allow two full years for 
preparation of implementation procedures. 

Should there be a negative response, the board 

then has the opportunity to call a bond election 
for September of 1993 and secure funding for 
the construction of elementary #10. 

6. The research on year-round education was 
initiated by virtue of growth. Per my previous. 

recommendation, it is indeed possible to 

provide for relief through a multi-track system. 
However, the research appears fairly clear that 

high percentages of children exhibiting 

characteristics leading to unsuccessful learning 
can be bolstered by a more balanced calendar. 

In Los Angeles, according to Quinlan, George, 

and Emmett (1987) improved attendance K-12 
was a major factor in the favorable response to 

year-round education given by both students 
and teachers. In Jefferson County, Colorado, 
White (1987) reported that after the first year, 

e percentage of attendance improved at the 

:ementary. As well, it was observed that 

.:achers took less sick leave and personal leave 

than they had prior to the change to a year

round calendar. In San Diego, Alcorn (1992) 
reported significant gains of as much as 18.5 

percentile points among their year-round 

education students (grades 1-6) versus students 

on the traditional school calendar. Variables to 
be considered were that the designated year

round schools were, for the most part, 
composed of lower socioeconomic student 

populations. 

A convincing argument can be made for the 
correlation of improved attendance and 

academic performance. Doyle and Finn (1985) 

reported that the affluent pay for summer 

camps, day care programs, or summer schools 

that charge tuition. For less affluent, or for the 

poor, summer is a time for juggling schedules 
or allowing the children to go unsupervised. 

Goycochea (1990) and Morse (1992) 

summarized it best by stating that those districts 
targeting schools with high minority 

populations, high English as a Second 
:mguage (ESL) populations, and schools with 

'rge numbers of students needing remediation, 

~xperienced measurable success. 

Recognizing that Clark Elementary is more the 

norm in other school districts, it nonetheless 

exhibits a profile similar to the one just 

referenced. There are 59% of the students on 

free and reduced lunch; 37% are minority 
students; and the ESL population is 7%. We 
have a current need for services in five different 
languages. Twenty-one percent of Clark's 

students are below grade level in reading, and 
the student absentee rate is an average of 5.2%. 

Thirty-four percent of the children are from 

single-parent homes. By survey, we know that 
43%, or 161, of Union's teachers are interested 

in volunteering to teach at a single track, 

year-round education program. That is more 
than enough to staff one school building. 

Therefore, beginning with the 1994-95 school 

year, Clark Elementary should be considered as 
a pilot site for a single-track, year-round 

education plan. However, before formal action 

by the Board of Education and subsequent 
implementation, issues referenced by the Long 

Range Planning Committee report should be 
substantially addressed. They are: 

1. The Essential Elements of a Plan of 
Intent 
• Profile of the students 
• Profile of the community 
• Profile of staff 
• Goals of proposed plan 
• Procedure for the evaluation of the plan 
• Adoption of a calendar 
• Adoption of a class schedule 
• Provisions for securing a voluntary faculty 
• Provisions for public education and input 
• Provisions for voluntary involvement of 

students 
• Review of State Department of Education 

and North Central regulations 
• Budgetary requirements 

2. A Sequential Outline for Plan 

Implementation 
• Prepare a packet of general information 

with questions and answers to be sent home 
with children to adequately introduce the 
concept. 

• Hold public forums at the school to 
gather general input from patrons and answer 
questions. 

• Begin faculty education programs to 
include a panel of teachers to visit other year
round schools. 

• Survey teachers for understanding and 
impressions of year-round schooling. 

Survey patrons to determine 
understanding and impressions of year-round 
schooling. 

• Begin intensive in-house preparation by 
administrators for startup. 

The next Communicator will contain a district

wide survey on your perception of the merits of 

year-round school. A decision on year-round 

education will not be made by the Union Board 

of Education before May or until all pertinent 
facts have been gathered. 

Recognition for Fine Arts 

Art students from the high school and junior 
high were honored for their outstanding visual 

art work in the 1993 Oklahoma Regional 

Scholastic Art Awards at the University of 
Tulsa. Union High School students recognized 

were Emily Steele (Silver Key finalist), and 
Jennifer Gaddis and Dustin Yang (Certificates of 
Merit). Ninth grader Brei Bays was awarded 

Honorable Mention. 

All State Band included four Union High 
School students during its performance at the 

Oklahoma Music Educators Association State 
Convention January 30 in Oklahoma City. 
Those selected for All-State honors were Ceth 
Barnett, Amanda Dalton, Phil Jaques, and Amy 

Rowin. Alternates were Shelley Kent and 
Michael Pate. 

Union delegates to All State Orchestra 

included Candy Coonfield, Anita Flynt, Tom 

McCullough, Emily Steele, and alternate 

Michelle Hall. 

Nine Union High School vocal music students 
were named to the 200-member All State 

~ which performed at the OMEA State 
Convention. Those selected were Craig 

Buchan, Amanda Chavez, Paul Cobb, Melinda 

Doolittle, Charity Doty, Stephanie Hildebrand, 

Jamie Koch, Carrie Millican, and Dana 

Pilkington. Tom McCullough and David 
Tackett were alternates. 

Five Seventh Grade Center band members, 
Deanna Cotter, Richard Le, Jamie Rosser, Jeff 

Smith, and Matt Wilson, were selected for first 

chair honors in the Northeast Oklahoma Band 
Directors Association All Djstrjct Band. 
Others named to All District were Denver 

Brown, Katherine Christopher, Danny Cole, 
Christi Couch, Lindsay Crochet, Faith Graves, 

Michelle Hilton, Stephanie Hobbs, Kelton 
Hudzik, Penny Moore, Kim Nelson, Rosalyn 
Reades, Tracy Roberts, Nicole Salamon, 

Stephanie Simon, Jaron Stewart, Rachel 

Vance, Beth Walker, and Brandon Wilson. 

Alternates were James Agee, Jeremy Byram, 

Jared Deevers, Melinda Love, Gaby Lugo, 

Trent Tomlinson; and Carrie Wilber. 
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II 
The Union High School Academic Team 
captured second place in the Class SA Area IV 

High School News 

to Houston in June to vie for the National title. 

Squad was 

the fourth 
place winner 

in the National 

Cheerleaders 

Association 

national 

championship 
in Dallas, 

Texas, during 

winter break. 
Over 170 

t e a m s 

participated in 
the large 

varsity 

division. 

Varsity Academic Team members (left to right) Chris Tubbs, David 
Long, Andy Zolner, and Benjamin Lok collaborate on an answer Union High 
during a match. S c h o o I 

Defending national champion Booker T. 

Washington took first place. Both teams will 

compete in the state tournament and in the 

OSU Texaco Academic Bowl in Stillwater 
February 19 and 20. The winning teams from 
both events will have the opportunity to travel 

Melissa Goldesberry is one of the 
students in the Union High School 
DECA (Distributive Education Clubs 
of America) program who acted as 
volunteers for the Target Senior 
Citizens Day in December. They 
helped greet customers, serve 
refreshments, gift wrap purchases, 
and take pictures of the patrons with 
Santa Claus. 

junior Candy 
Coonfieid was awarded second place in the 

German-American Society of Tulsa annual 

essay contest recently. She received $150 in 
prize money. 

Juniors Katie Gamble and Tim Feist will 

attend a youth leadership conference at 

Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, 

Pennsylvania, in February . Students are 

selected on the basis of scholastic interest and 

aptitude, involvement in current affairs, and 

l~dership potential. 

Union High School Good Citizen, selected 
by the Tulsa Chapter of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution, is senior Gena 

Shadrick. Honorees are chosen for their 

dependability, service, leadership, patriotism, 

and involvement in home, church, and 
community. Gena's essay entitled "Our 
American Heritage and My Responsibility To 

Preserve It" will be judged with other area 

winners to determine a chapter winner who will 

be eligible to continue in district, regional, state 

and national competition. 

Outstanding Business Students for 
November and December were seniors Cheryl 

Kiel and Kevin McDonald. They were 

selected by the business department teachers 

for their outstanding attitude, cooperation, and 
academic achievement. 

High School Musical 
Scheduled 

Union High School will present "Once Upon A 

Mattress" March 11, 12, and 13. The play is a 

modern musical adaptation of Hans Christian 

Andersen's classic fairy tale, "The Princess and 
the Pea." 

The production will feature Natalie Burton as 

Winnifred, Craig Buchan as Prince Dauntless, 

Dana Pilkington as Lady Larkin, Brandon 
Disney as Sir Harry, Carrie Millican as Queen 

Aggravain, Keith Edwards as King Sextimus the 

Silent, and Jamie Koch as the Minstrel. 

Performances will be at 7:30P.M. in the Union 
Performing Arts Center, 6636 S. Mingo . 

General admission tickets may be purchased at 
the door for $4 (adults) and $3 (students). 

Student Activity tickets will be honored, and 

Union elementary students will be admitted free 
when accompanied by an adult. 

Youngsters Learn Practical 
Information from Older 

Students 

Union High School senior Steve 
Krusemark, a student in Dan '? 
Williams' Applied Economics clas 
shares marketing ideas with Owas; 
4th graders. The work is part OJ 
Union's "Project Business Basics", a 
peer tutoring program through Junior 
Achievement. 
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II 
From the Elementaries 

Voracious Readers 
Learn and Earn 

Students at Andersen and Briarglen will reap 

the benefits of the Partners In Excellence book 

program. Sponsored by World Book, the 

program is part of a nation-wide effort designed 

to develop a greater interest in leisure-time 
reading. 

Through pledges for each book read, students 

earned sets of World Book Encyclopedias for 

their classrooms. Fifth graders at Andersen 

received certificates of achievement and gold 

medals for their performance. Larry Williams' 
students read over 450 books during the seven
week program, averaging 19 per student. 
Classes at Briarglen will receive approximately 
$6,000 worth of classroom books and materials 

as a result of their participation. Norma 
Mamah's third grade class was honored for 
reading the most books and will receive a magic 
coloring book to share. 

Darnaby teacher Susan Hickman challenged 

her fifth and sixth graders to read 100 books 
from October 21 through December 16. The 
reward for meeting the challenge was making a 

Norma Mamah's third graders at Briarglen celebrate receiving their reading 
certificates, gold medals, and World Book Encyclopedias through the Partners In 
Excellence reading program. 

cream pie and throwing it in Mrs. Hickman's 
face . The students exceeded their goal by 

reading 133 books. 

Class members are also participating in the 
"BOOK IT" program sponsored by Pizza Hut. 

Students receive a coupon for a free mini-pizza 
for every three books read, and all have earn 

at least one pizza. The entire class has read t} 

required number of books to participate in a 
Sequoyah Children's Books Award Program 

and will join other Oklahoma students in voting 

to determine the winning book and author. 

Mrs. Hickman is still searching for a creative 

goal for second semester, but says that 

encouraging the students to read for pleasure is 
becoming much easier. 

Boevers Students 
Consider the Source 

Boevers fourth and fifth graders now know 

where milk originates thanks to a recent visit by 

a Jersey cow and a two-week-old Holstein calf. 

The animals were on display as part of a mobile 

dairy unit owned by Southwest Dairy Center of 
Sulpher Springs, Texas. The unit, used to 

teach children about the dairy industry, travels 
throughout Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, and 
Texas. 

Third grade teacher Linda Maxwell, who 
arranged the visit, says it's a good way t 

explain to students how we get milk since man 

children think it comes directly from the store: 

Boevers 4th graders (left to right) Kyla Landsverk, Tiffany Reese, Alexandra Stein, 
and Shawna Koscilski take a moment to pet a two-week-old Holstein calf. 

"The kids were amazed to learn other things 

too, such as cows have four stomachs," says 

Maxwell. 

Darnaby fourth grader Anna Feist assists Natalie Harshman, second grader, with 
locating information about Oklahoma in the school's media center. Students in 
Judy Hays' fourth grade class and Keela Humphrey's second grade class are 
involved in a peer tutoring project. 

Andersen Students Give the Gift of Warmth 

While Mrs. Lucy Kehmeier's second grade class 
at Andersen was studying American heritage 

and traditions, they discovered that quilts played 

an important role in that heritage . After 
reading several stories about quilts, students 

decided to make two storybook quilts to give to 
area youngsters duri~g the holiday season. 

The quilts were designed by parent Kathy 

Jensen, who instructed the students on what 

size to make the quilt blocks and what materials 

would be needed. Class members each drew a 

picture from a favorite book, and the pictures 

were transferred and heat set onto quilt blocks 
with help from parents Jill Williamson and 

Esther Flath. After Mrs. Jensen had assembled 

the quilt blocks, students tacked their blocks 

with yarn. With the aid of CornerStone Mission 

in Broken Arrow, the finished quilts were 
placed with needy families. 

"The holidays are a time of love and giving," 
said . Mrs. Kehmeier. "The students wanted a 

boy and girl to have their own quilt for warmth 
and security." 

Clark Elementary Students Learn a High School Subject 

After demons t rating some basic algebra 

concepts to his fourth grade math students, 

Clark teacher Vince Owen was swamped with 

requests for algebra worksheets. He checked 
with the fifth and sixth grade math teachers and 

found there was quite a bit of interest in algebra 
their classes also. "I felt we had to catch 

'lese kids when their curiosity was high, so I 

r~ut together a mini-course of six hour-and-a

half sessions in basic algebra. We offered the 

enrichment class to 45 students and all 45 

signed up," said Owen. 

The classes were held twice a week between 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. With the help of 

fourth grade teacher Cindy Hommel, Mr. Owen 

covered adding and subtracting positive and 
negative numbers, multiplying and dividing 

positive and negative numbers, variables, 

exponents, equations, and polynomials. "The 
class thinned out, but by the end, we still had 

good participation," said Owen. Because the 

interest is as strong as ever, Mr. Owen is 

continuing to offer algebra to his students. 

March is 
"Music in our Schools" 

Month 

II 

The Music Educator's National Conference has 

proclaimed March as national "Music in our 

Schools" month, but Darnaby Elementary will 
not celebrate with a traditional program or 

concert. Instead, students will issue an 

invitation to their parents to attend class with 
them. 

"Parents see only the end result of the work we 

do when they attend programs," says Ted 
Auwen, vocal music instructor at Damaby. "I 
want them to see what happens on a daily 
basis . Parents should not come to class 
expecting to see a little program. I'm going on 

with class, and I want them to participate with 

their children in whatever we are doing that 
day." 

Parents will be invited to attend music classes 

during the first week of March and will receive a 

class schedule and more information in late 
February. 

Grove sixth grader Stacey Kitchen 
completes an English lesson with Dr. 
Tim Jenney's help. Dr. Jenney 
substituted for teacher Dianne 
Moore, who won the half day off in a 
school drawing during American 
Education Week. She used the time 
to learn new computer programs in 
the media center. 
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From the Elementaries 

Voracious Readers 
Learn and Earn 

Students at Andersen and Briarglen will reap 

the benefits of the Partners In Excellence book 

program. Sponsored by World Book, the 

program is part of a nation-wide effort designed 

to develop a greater interest in leisure-time 
reading. 

Through pledges for each book read, students 

earned sets of World Book Encyclopedias for 

their classrooms. Fifth graders at Andersen 

received certificates of achievement and gold 

medals for their performance. Larry Williams' 
students read over 450 books during the seven
week program, averaging 19 per student. 
Classes at Briarglen will receive approximately 
$6,000 worth of classroom books and materials 

as a result of their participation. Norma 
Mamah's third grade class was honored for 
reading the most books and will receive a magic 
coloring book to share. 

Darnaby teacher Susan Hickman challenged 

her fifth and sixth graders to read 100 books 
from October 21 through December 16. The 
reward for meeting the challenge was making a 

Norma Mamah's third graders at Briarglen celebrate receiving their reading 
certificates, gold medals, and World Book Encyclopedias through the Partners In 
Excellence reading program. 

cream pie and throwing it in Mrs. Hickman's 
face . The students exceeded their goal by 

reading 133 books. 

Class members are also participating in the 
"BOOK IT" program sponsored by Pizza Hut. 

Students receive a coupon for a free mini-pizza 
for every three books read, and all have earn 

at least one pizza. The entire class has read t} 

required number of books to participate in a 
Sequoyah Children's Books Award Program 

and will join other Oklahoma students in voting 

to determine the winning book and author. 

Mrs. Hickman is still searching for a creative 

goal for second semester, but says that 

encouraging the students to read for pleasure is 
becoming much easier. 

Boevers Students 
Consider the Source 

Boevers fourth and fifth graders now know 

where milk originates thanks to a recent visit by 

a Jersey cow and a two-week-old Holstein calf. 

The animals were on display as part of a mobile 

dairy unit owned by Southwest Dairy Center of 
Sulpher Springs, Texas. The unit, used to 

teach children about the dairy industry, travels 
throughout Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, and 
Texas. 

Third grade teacher Linda Maxwell, who 
arranged the visit, says it's a good way t 

explain to students how we get milk since man 

children think it comes directly from the store: 

Boevers 4th graders (left to right) Kyla Landsverk, Tiffany Reese, Alexandra Stein, 
and Shawna Koscilski take a moment to pet a two-week-old Holstein calf. 

"The kids were amazed to learn other things 

too, such as cows have four stomachs," says 

Maxwell. 

Darnaby fourth grader Anna Feist assists Natalie Harshman, second grader, with 
locating information about Oklahoma in the school's media center. Students in 
Judy Hays' fourth grade class and Keela Humphrey's second grade class are 
involved in a peer tutoring project. 

Andersen Students Give the Gift of Warmth 

While Mrs. Lucy Kehmeier's second grade class 
at Andersen was studying American heritage 

and traditions, they discovered that quilts played 

an important role in that heritage . After 
reading several stories about quilts, students 

decided to make two storybook quilts to give to 
area youngsters duri~g the holiday season. 

The quilts were designed by parent Kathy 

Jensen, who instructed the students on what 

size to make the quilt blocks and what materials 

would be needed. Class members each drew a 

picture from a favorite book, and the pictures 

were transferred and heat set onto quilt blocks 
with help from parents Jill Williamson and 

Esther Flath. After Mrs. Jensen had assembled 

the quilt blocks, students tacked their blocks 

with yarn. With the aid of CornerStone Mission 

in Broken Arrow, the finished quilts were 
placed with needy families. 

"The holidays are a time of love and giving," 
said . Mrs. Kehmeier. "The students wanted a 

boy and girl to have their own quilt for warmth 
and security." 

Clark Elementary Students Learn a High School Subject 

After demons t rating some basic algebra 

concepts to his fourth grade math students, 

Clark teacher Vince Owen was swamped with 

requests for algebra worksheets. He checked 
with the fifth and sixth grade math teachers and 

found there was quite a bit of interest in algebra 
their classes also. "I felt we had to catch 

'lese kids when their curiosity was high, so I 

r~ut together a mini-course of six hour-and-a

half sessions in basic algebra. We offered the 

enrichment class to 45 students and all 45 

signed up," said Owen. 

The classes were held twice a week between 

Thanksgiving and Christmas. With the help of 

fourth grade teacher Cindy Hommel, Mr. Owen 

covered adding and subtracting positive and 
negative numbers, multiplying and dividing 

positive and negative numbers, variables, 

exponents, equations, and polynomials. "The 
class thinned out, but by the end, we still had 

good participation," said Owen. Because the 

interest is as strong as ever, Mr. Owen is 

continuing to offer algebra to his students. 

March is 
"Music in our Schools" 

Month 

II 

The Music Educator's National Conference has 

proclaimed March as national "Music in our 

Schools" month, but Darnaby Elementary will 
not celebrate with a traditional program or 

concert. Instead, students will issue an 

invitation to their parents to attend class with 
them. 

"Parents see only the end result of the work we 

do when they attend programs," says Ted 
Auwen, vocal music instructor at Damaby. "I 
want them to see what happens on a daily 
basis . Parents should not come to class 
expecting to see a little program. I'm going on 

with class, and I want them to participate with 

their children in whatever we are doing that 
day." 

Parents will be invited to attend music classes 

during the first week of March and will receive a 

class schedule and more information in late 
February. 

Grove sixth grader Stacey Kitchen 
completes an English lesson with Dr. 
Tim Jenney's help. Dr. Jenney 
substituted for teacher Dianne 
Moore, who won the half day off in a 
school drawing during American 
Education Week. She used the time 
to learn new computer programs in 
the media center. 
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Therefore, a survey of all parents at Andersen 
and a poll of patrons of the Union School 

\strict should be conducted by June of 1993 

> determine their respective positions 
~garding the implementation of multi-track, 

year-round education in 1995. A positive 

response will allow two full years for 
preparation of implementation procedures. 

Should there be a negative response, the board 

then has the opportunity to call a bond election 
for September of 1993 and secure funding for 
the construction of elementary #10. 

6. The research on year-round education was 
initiated by virtue of growth. Per my previous. 

recommendation, it is indeed possible to 

provide for relief through a multi-track system. 
However, the research appears fairly clear that 

high percentages of children exhibiting 

characteristics leading to unsuccessful learning 
can be bolstered by a more balanced calendar. 

In Los Angeles, according to Quinlan, George, 

and Emmett (1987) improved attendance K-12 
was a major factor in the favorable response to 

year-round education given by both students 
and teachers. In Jefferson County, Colorado, 
White (1987) reported that after the first year, 

e percentage of attendance improved at the 

:ementary. As well, it was observed that 

.:achers took less sick leave and personal leave 

than they had prior to the change to a year

round calendar. In San Diego, Alcorn (1992) 
reported significant gains of as much as 18.5 

percentile points among their year-round 

education students (grades 1-6) versus students 

on the traditional school calendar. Variables to 
be considered were that the designated year

round schools were, for the most part, 
composed of lower socioeconomic student 

populations. 

A convincing argument can be made for the 
correlation of improved attendance and 

academic performance. Doyle and Finn (1985) 

reported that the affluent pay for summer 

camps, day care programs, or summer schools 

that charge tuition. For less affluent, or for the 

poor, summer is a time for juggling schedules 
or allowing the children to go unsupervised. 

Goycochea (1990) and Morse (1992) 

summarized it best by stating that those districts 
targeting schools with high minority 

populations, high English as a Second 
:mguage (ESL) populations, and schools with 

'rge numbers of students needing remediation, 

~xperienced measurable success. 

Recognizing that Clark Elementary is more the 

norm in other school districts, it nonetheless 

exhibits a profile similar to the one just 

referenced. There are 59% of the students on 

free and reduced lunch; 37% are minority 
students; and the ESL population is 7%. We 
have a current need for services in five different 
languages. Twenty-one percent of Clark's 

students are below grade level in reading, and 
the student absentee rate is an average of 5.2%. 

Thirty-four percent of the children are from 

single-parent homes. By survey, we know that 
43%, or 161, of Union's teachers are interested 

in volunteering to teach at a single track, 

year-round education program. That is more 
than enough to staff one school building. 

Therefore, beginning with the 1994-95 school 

year, Clark Elementary should be considered as 
a pilot site for a single-track, year-round 

education plan. However, before formal action 

by the Board of Education and subsequent 
implementation, issues referenced by the Long 

Range Planning Committee report should be 
substantially addressed. They are: 

1. The Essential Elements of a Plan of 
Intent 
• Profile of the students 
• Profile of the community 
• Profile of staff 
• Goals of proposed plan 
• Procedure for the evaluation of the plan 
• Adoption of a calendar 
• Adoption of a class schedule 
• Provisions for securing a voluntary faculty 
• Provisions for public education and input 
• Provisions for voluntary involvement of 

students 
• Review of State Department of Education 

and North Central regulations 
• Budgetary requirements 

2. A Sequential Outline for Plan 

Implementation 
• Prepare a packet of general information 

with questions and answers to be sent home 
with children to adequately introduce the 
concept. 

• Hold public forums at the school to 
gather general input from patrons and answer 
questions. 

• Begin faculty education programs to 
include a panel of teachers to visit other year
round schools. 

• Survey teachers for understanding and 
impressions of year-round schooling. 

Survey patrons to determine 
understanding and impressions of year-round 
schooling. 

• Begin intensive in-house preparation by 
administrators for startup. 

The next Communicator will contain a district

wide survey on your perception of the merits of 

year-round school. A decision on year-round 

education will not be made by the Union Board 

of Education before May or until all pertinent 
facts have been gathered. 

Recognition for Fine Arts 

Art students from the high school and junior 
high were honored for their outstanding visual 

art work in the 1993 Oklahoma Regional 

Scholastic Art Awards at the University of 
Tulsa. Union High School students recognized 

were Emily Steele (Silver Key finalist), and 
Jennifer Gaddis and Dustin Yang (Certificates of 
Merit). Ninth grader Brei Bays was awarded 

Honorable Mention. 

All State Band included four Union High 
School students during its performance at the 

Oklahoma Music Educators Association State 
Convention January 30 in Oklahoma City. 
Those selected for All-State honors were Ceth 
Barnett, Amanda Dalton, Phil Jaques, and Amy 

Rowin. Alternates were Shelley Kent and 
Michael Pate. 

Union delegates to All State Orchestra 

included Candy Coonfield, Anita Flynt, Tom 

McCullough, Emily Steele, and alternate 

Michelle Hall. 

Nine Union High School vocal music students 
were named to the 200-member All State 

~ which performed at the OMEA State 
Convention. Those selected were Craig 

Buchan, Amanda Chavez, Paul Cobb, Melinda 

Doolittle, Charity Doty, Stephanie Hildebrand, 

Jamie Koch, Carrie Millican, and Dana 

Pilkington. Tom McCullough and David 
Tackett were alternates. 

Five Seventh Grade Center band members, 
Deanna Cotter, Richard Le, Jamie Rosser, Jeff 

Smith, and Matt Wilson, were selected for first 

chair honors in the Northeast Oklahoma Band 
Directors Association All Djstrjct Band. 
Others named to All District were Denver 

Brown, Katherine Christopher, Danny Cole, 
Christi Couch, Lindsay Crochet, Faith Graves, 

Michelle Hilton, Stephanie Hobbs, Kelton 
Hudzik, Penny Moore, Kim Nelson, Rosalyn 
Reades, Tracy Roberts, Nicole Salamon, 

Stephanie Simon, Jaron Stewart, Rachel 

Vance, Beth Walker, and Brandon Wilson. 

Alternates were James Agee, Jeremy Byram, 

Jared Deevers, Melinda Love, Gaby Lugo, 

Trent Tomlinson; and Carrie Wilber. 

PageS __________________________________________ ___::: _____________________ FebruacyfMarch, 1993 

II 
The Union High School Academic Team 
captured second place in the Class SA Area IV 

High School News 

to Houston in June to vie for the National title. 

Squad was 

the fourth 
place winner 

in the National 

Cheerleaders 

Association 

national 

championship 
in Dallas, 

Texas, during 

winter break. 
Over 170 

t e a m s 

participated in 
the large 

varsity 

division. 

Varsity Academic Team members (left to right) Chris Tubbs, David 
Long, Andy Zolner, and Benjamin Lok collaborate on an answer Union High 
during a match. S c h o o I 

Defending national champion Booker T. 

Washington took first place. Both teams will 

compete in the state tournament and in the 

OSU Texaco Academic Bowl in Stillwater 
February 19 and 20. The winning teams from 
both events will have the opportunity to travel 

Melissa Goldesberry is one of the 
students in the Union High School 
DECA (Distributive Education Clubs 
of America) program who acted as 
volunteers for the Target Senior 
Citizens Day in December. They 
helped greet customers, serve 
refreshments, gift wrap purchases, 
and take pictures of the patrons with 
Santa Claus. 

junior Candy 
Coonfieid was awarded second place in the 

German-American Society of Tulsa annual 

essay contest recently. She received $150 in 
prize money. 

Juniors Katie Gamble and Tim Feist will 

attend a youth leadership conference at 

Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge, 

Pennsylvania, in February . Students are 

selected on the basis of scholastic interest and 

aptitude, involvement in current affairs, and 

l~dership potential. 

Union High School Good Citizen, selected 
by the Tulsa Chapter of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution, is senior Gena 

Shadrick. Honorees are chosen for their 

dependability, service, leadership, patriotism, 

and involvement in home, church, and 
community. Gena's essay entitled "Our 
American Heritage and My Responsibility To 

Preserve It" will be judged with other area 

winners to determine a chapter winner who will 

be eligible to continue in district, regional, state 

and national competition. 

Outstanding Business Students for 
November and December were seniors Cheryl 

Kiel and Kevin McDonald. They were 

selected by the business department teachers 

for their outstanding attitude, cooperation, and 
academic achievement. 

High School Musical 
Scheduled 

Union High School will present "Once Upon A 

Mattress" March 11, 12, and 13. The play is a 

modern musical adaptation of Hans Christian 

Andersen's classic fairy tale, "The Princess and 
the Pea." 

The production will feature Natalie Burton as 

Winnifred, Craig Buchan as Prince Dauntless, 

Dana Pilkington as Lady Larkin, Brandon 
Disney as Sir Harry, Carrie Millican as Queen 

Aggravain, Keith Edwards as King Sextimus the 

Silent, and Jamie Koch as the Minstrel. 

Performances will be at 7:30P.M. in the Union 
Performing Arts Center, 6636 S. Mingo . 

General admission tickets may be purchased at 
the door for $4 (adults) and $3 (students). 

Student Activity tickets will be honored, and 

Union elementary students will be admitted free 
when accompanied by an adult. 

Youngsters Learn Practical 
Information from Older 

Students 

Union High School senior Steve 
Krusemark, a student in Dan '? 
Williams' Applied Economics clas 
shares marketing ideas with Owas; 
4th graders. The work is part OJ 
Union's "Project Business Basics", a 
peer tutoring program through Junior 
Achievement. 



Page4 ________________________________________________________________ ___ 
February/March, 1993 

Successfu I practices frequently follow 

periods of turbulence and spirited debate. 

Methods to handle Union's explosive student 

population growth can provide opportunities 

to advance the cause of education while still 

making prudent financial decisions. 

February 1 a complete report on the options 

available to the Union district wos presented 

to the Union Board of Education . The 

following is the recommendation made 

public at that meeting, and it reflects an 

equitable application of appropriate 

solutions: 

As we analyze the information that 
accompanies each of our options, it becomes 
clear that none exists in a vacuum. That is to 
say, equal treatment in this case does not 

necessarily yield equal results. On the contrary, 
the success we pursue must be rich with 

diversity and involve a process of serious self

evaluation. The issues of our mission are not 

just matters of growth, but rather issues of 

change and exploration of an inevitable 
evolution in education. Opportunities for 
progress are not always recognized but must 

always be pursued when raised. 

The job of an employee in most vocational 

endeavors is multi-faceted. As the steel worker 
makes steel, the banker maximizes money, and 

the minister counsels his parish, so too the 

educational leader provides the best possible 

learning experience. Our product is learning. It 
is not steel, it is not money, and it is not 

religion. 

Our primary responsibility is to educate. We 

are not charged to operate a child care or 

during our bond campaign in September of 

1991. 

2. That Darnaby, Grove, Jarman, and Peto;. 

continue with the status quo in that th, 
possess adequate room for expansion in 1993-
94, even in advance of the 6th grade reduction 

one year later. 

3 . McAuliffe and Briarglen elementary schools 

make use of their auxiliary spaces, such as 
science labs or media centers, to accommodate 

any expansion until relief in 1994. 

4. That 
''Limited-English-Proficient'' Students 

in Tulsa County School Districts 
1991-92 

Boevers be 

District District 

redistricted by 

assigning section 

26 to the 
attendance 

boundary of 
Clark Elementary. 
Section 26 is a 
square-mile area 
presently in the 

Boevers 

Elementary 

I21i.ll Percentage 

tr.#~~6r>.i~ii~~ ·~~~ ·••••••• •••:• •;•·•·•·••••·••••••• •·•••••••• iaQ.•··· •..•.•. ; • t. ~ti.~il 
Bixby District 1-4 36 1.38% 
Glenpool District 1-13 18 0.96% 
Jenks District 1-5 56 0.71% 
Tulsa District 1-1 210 0.51% 
Broken Arrow District 1-3 ____2. ..Q..Qlli. 
Tulsa County Totals 452 0.48% 

nutrition business, nor do we exist to help the 

recreation or tourism industry. Many of those 

activities significantly impact our mission, and 
we would be remiss if we did not recognize 

them. But there are many dedicated 
professionals who already provide those 

important services, and they do it well! 

In regard to our mission, it is sometimes good 
to revisit the wisdom of the past to reroot our 
fundamental beliefs. 

IT IS OUR MISSION to provide our 

community of learners with 
educational opportunities to acquire 

and develop the best possible 

academic, vocational, recreational, 

social, and participatory skills, 

enabling them to become valued, 

contributing members of a changing 
global society. 

The recommendations below are based upon 
educational benefit, appropriate use of space, 

and the prudent use of available financial 
resources. 

1. The 6th grade center (otherwise known as 

Phase II of the 1992 bond issue which was 

scheduled to open in the fall of 1995) be 
advanced to open in 1994. This will relieve 

each elementary of approximately 100 students 

one year earlier than projected and discussed 

boundary. It is 
located between 41st and 51st streets and 

between 129th and 145th East Avenues. 11\ 
would reduce Boevers by approximately (; 
students, thereby relieving it temporarily until 

1994 when four sections of sixth grade will 

transfer to the 6th grade center. 

5. That Andersen Elementary receive all four 

portable classrooms owned by the district for 

the 1993-94 school year. The additional 
classrooms wi ll allow for the two that are 

needed in anticipation of growth and would free 

up the science room currently in use by a 5th 
grade class. 

However, this will not provide for long-term 

relief. By 1995, the enrollment projection will 

still be approximately 900 students. At a ratio 
of 20 students to every teacher, there will be a 

need for 45 classrooms . This will exceed 
capacity by nine rooms. Granted, 
pupil/teacher ratio is only a goal for Union, but 
the following chart reflects the need for relief 
with higher ratios: 

21 :1 43 classrooms 
22:1 41 classrooms 

23:1 39 classrooms 

24:1 38 classrooms 

25:1 36 classrooms 

Our current average class size e~t Andersen is 

23.2 : 1, and with all other elementary schools 

it is 22.4 : 1. 
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Oklahoma PTA 
Putting Children First 

by Carole Greenfield 

Last November, the Union PTA Council hosted 
a successful Oklahoma State Convention at the 

Tulsa Marriott Hotel. The convention theme -
Putting Children First - was and still is, truly the 
PTA's priority as its members work to improve 

education in this country. 

Arnold Fege, who is the director of the National 
PTA Office of Governmental Relations in 

Washington, D.C., encouraged us to promote 

Coordinating and making sure the convention 
ran smoothly and efficiently was no small feat. 

The Union PTA Council and its members 
worked diligently to that end for more than a 
year, and our efforts were rewarded. The 

delegates expressed their pleasure with Union's 

entertainment and hospitality. 

Many thanks are in order, starting with Union 

The Union Junior High select vocal group, Sweet Harmony, provided musical 
entertainment for the State PTA Convention. 

involvement. This year Mr. Fege will 

coordinate legislative activity asking President 
Clinton to increase federal spending on 

education and maintain current spending for 
federal children's programs. 

Other speakers included Dr. Alvin Granowsky, 

Vice President for School and Library Services 

at World Book, and Dr. Benjamin Canada, 
Superintendent of Schools in Jackson , 
Mississippi, who addressed substance abuse and 
child care. Another speaker - Mr. Chris 

Worsham, a 15-year police veteran who 

investigated gangs in Colorado - informed the 

delegates that community leaders, school, and 

parents must acknowledge that gangs do exist. 

(Authorities have identified gangs in 29 of 

Oklahoma's 77 counties.) 

nere were 500 delegates in attend;;m~;e, and 

.orkshops ran the gamut from "How to Cope 

with Teen Problems in the 90s" and "Resisting 

Peer Pressure" to "Gaining Knowledge About 

AIDS." 

Superintendent Dr. Tim Jenney , whose 

participation and cooperation helped make our 

co11vention a success. The Union High School 
orchestra, directed by Mr. Pete Peterson, and 
the Union Junior High Sweet Harmony, 
directed by Linda Davis, gave superb 

performances. Our hospitality suite, open to all 

convention delegates, reflected the generosity of 
our many unit members with their donations of 
treats and , most importantly, their valuable 
time. 

Of course, words cannot express my heartfelt 

thanks to the Union PTA Committee 

Chairmen: Gale Ozment, Carla Livingston , 

Audria Quisenberry, Stephanie Sales, Karen 
Dekle, Vickie Powell, Jeanne Andrews, Alexis 

Jack, Joyce Woodson, Sharan Neerman, Judy 
Wiley, Jessi~; e~ Ramirez, Sue Strelow, Carol 

Kendall, and Connie Hussain. These ladies 

upheld the meaning of UNION, which is the act 

of joining into one for a common purpose. Our 

common purpose is children first. 

Geography Bee Winner 

Deanna Cotter won the school level National 
Geography Bee at the Seventh Grade Center 
January 13. Deanna will take an exam used to 

select those eligible for state competition April 

2. The state winner will travel to Washington, 

D.C., in May to compete with students from 

around the nation and territories for a $25,000 

scholarship. 

Seventh Grade competition included 32 finalists 

representing each geography section. Second 

place winner was Jenny Birnbaum, Ben Fick 

placed third, and Harrell Cox took fourth. 

The school-level Bee, at which students 

answered oral questions on geography, was the 
first round in the fifth annual competition 

sponsored by National Geographic WORLD 
(the Society's magazine for children) and 
Amtrak. The Bee was developed in response 

to a growing concern about the lack of 

geographic knowledge among young people in 

the United States. 

FERPA Statement of Rights 

Parents and eligible students have the 

following rights under the Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act: 

1. The right to inspect and review the 

student's education record. 

2. The right to exercise a limited control 

over other people's access to the student's 

education record. 

3 . The right to seek to correct the 

student's education record, in a hearing if 
necessary. 

4 . The right to report violations of the 

FERPA to the U.S. Department of 

Education. 

5 . The right to be informed about FERPA 

rights and obtain a copy of the policy. 

All rights and protections given parents 
under the FERPA and this policy transfer 

to the student when he or she reaches age 

18 or enrolls in a postsecondary school. 

The student then becomes an "eligible 

student." 

The district will arrange to provide 

translations of this notice to non-English 

speaking parents in their native language. 
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Foundations Provide Project Funds 

)nion students and teachers are the bene

ciaries of two foundations which have recently 

issued grants . The Union Schools Education 
Foundatjon presented more than $3200 in 

enhance the learning process of their students. 
Tulsa Education Fund 1992 Teacher Incentive 

Award honorees included eight Union teachers. 

The Tulsa Education Fund is designed to 

Oarnaby fourth grade teacher Judy Hays (left) accepts her. grant from Union 
Schools Education Foundation officials Sharon Bentley (center) and Jack Wimbish_ 

grants to teachers throughout the district for 
use with special classroom activities. The USEE 

is a charitable, educational corporation which 

works closely with the school system to provide 

benefits for students and teachers . The 
Foundation grants are awarded twice each 

schoo l year to aid Union teachers in 
implementing innovative classroom projects to 

t:he Communicat:or 

The Comm~~~calJi (USPS 6§7 4~o) i; 
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promote educational excellence and creativity; 

to generate optimism and excitement in 

students and teachers; and to inspire 
community ownership, commitment, 

confidence and pride in the public schools of 

Tulsa County. 

Teachers awarded grants from the ~ 

Education Fund are: 

BOEVERS: Janice Luce - Exceptional Indoor 

Ecosystem; DARNABY: Becky Freeman -

Raising Live Butterflies ; and Judy Hays -

G.A.R.D.E.N. (Growing Activities, Research & 
Designed Experiments in Nature); JARMAN: 

Jill Fitts- Project M.O.R. (My Own Restaurant); 

Kay Hays - Making Kaleidoscopes; and Kay 
Hays & Denise Thomas - The Art of Dinosaurs; 

McAULIFFE: Jackie Furbeck - Up, Up and 
Away; UNION JUNIOR HIGH: BeLinda 

Nikkel - Big Brothers and Sisters in Science 

(BBSS). 

J..!.SEE grant recipients and their project names 

are as follows: CLARK: Brooks Spencer -
Beginning Journalism; Multicultural Holidays, 

Crafts & Cooking; and Turning on to 

Informational Reading . DARNABY: Becky 

Freeman - Raising Uve Butterflies; Judy Hays -
W.E.A.T.H.E.R (We Are Critical Thinkers, 

Hands-on Experimenting Researchers); Susan 
Hickman - Outdoor Uving Classroom; Keela 
Humphrey - The Butterfly Garden; Tommie 

Johnson - Spanish Unit; and Lynda Lovegrove -
Making Books. JARMAN: Jill Fitts - Project 
M.O.R. (My Own Restaurant); and Kay Hays

The Art of Dinosaurs. McAULIFFE: Brian 
Foster - National Geographic Wonders of 

Learning CD-ROM Library; Roxann Hulsey -

Classroom Paper Recycling; and Anita 
Thornton & Charnetia Pokorny - Gearing Up 
With Computers. 

Curriculum Update 
by Dr. Clark Ogilvie 

Outcomes Based Education (OBE) continues to 
dominate newspaper articles and professional 
education journals. The topic has been brought 

to the forefront in Oklahoma schools by House 

Bill 1017, which requires an outcome-oriented 

approach next fall . 

This process operates under the basic principles 
that all children can learn and that students 

should be able to demonstrate competency 

before progressing to the next level in their plan 

of study. This is not unlike the student who 
accomplishes specific objectives to earn a scout 

merit badge or who masters specific skills to 

pass a driving test. 

Information regarding the changes must be 

effectively communicated to all students, 

parents, and staff. Our approach is to adopt 
curriculum changes in increments so that our 

focus is clear and our information is 

disseminated in a timely manner. We have 

begun the process in science, math , and 

multicultural education with an implementation 

goal for the fall of 1993. 

We have already incorporated an outcome 

oriented approach at the junior high and high 

school in the new Tech Prep Applied Math 
classes. Plans call for adding Tech Prep 

Applied Biology/Chemistry and Applied 

Communications to the mid-high and high 
school curriculum. Future articles will cover 

these courses in more detail and provide more 

information. 
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Cleeland's AP Project Draws Community Recognition 

Union High School's Bob Cleeland is well 
known throughout the area for his prowess in 

coaching boys basketball, but it is his work in 

h e 

classroom 
that has 
r ece ntly 
received 

special 
recog

nition. 
Cleeland 
w a s 

awarded 

h e 

Crowning 

~----------~~---------Y Achieve-
Bob Cleeland ment in 

Education 

Award by Crown Buick, a local auto dealership, 
for his project on positive peer pressure. 

With Cleeland 's guidance, students in his 

smaller groups for discussion. Question and 
answer sessions, skits, and games are used to 

help show the younger students how to study, 

plan, and strive for their dreams. 

"Elementary students are very impressed by the 

older students," said Cleeland. "Why not have 

our brightest students act as role models and 
teach the younger ones? It demonstrates that 

being a good student is something to be proud 

of, .?nd it is a goal that can be attained through 
hard work and planning." Cleeland hopes to 

expand the program to include seventh grade 

next year and believes it could help make junior 

high less stressful by letting the seventh graders 

know how the seniors handled the experience. 

The Crowning Achievement in Education 
Award was instituted by Crown Buick to give 

attention to outstanding classroom teachers in 

the Tulsa area, those who are giving their 
students unique, hands-on learning experiences. 

Area Parent-Teacher Association groups were 

". · ... being a good student is something to be proud of, 
and it is a goal that can be attained through hard work 
and planning." 

Advanced Placement (AP) Psychology classes 
are creating their own curriculum to provide 

workshops on role modeling and self-esteem for 

fifth and sixth grade students in the district. 
The idea centers around younger stud ents 

learning from seniors who are some of the 

district's best role models. The AP students 

work in groups of three or four and travel to 

each elementary school where they meet with 
one grade level as a group and then split into 

sent questionaires and asked to submit names 

of teachers who fulfilled the criteria. The Union 
High School PTSA nominated Mr. Cleeland 
because of his outstanding credentials and the 

information they received regarding his project. 

Bob Cleeland and his role·model students will 

be featured on local TCI CableVision stations. 

Recipients of the Crowning Achievement 
Award also receive a plaque to display in their 

classroom and a Crown Auto Service Center 

' 
/ Brian Peck, 

maintenance 
worker and 
U S P A 
President, 
thanks T. J. 
Tucker for 
serving lunch 
to workers in 
the Opera
tions de
partment. 
Tucker, the 
Director of 
Operations, 
prepared his 
famous 
shrimp 
gumbo. 

gift certificate. According to Steve Davis , 
Crown Buick, "Crown is seeking 

1 

acknowledge well-rounded teachers whv 

provide an excellent quality of education for 
their students. The award is a way to showcase 
these teachers." 

Union Kids Baseball News 

Union Kids Baseball, Inc., will have a general 

meeting and work day on Sunday March 7 

beginning at 1 P.M. at the UKB/Hilti Fields 

located on 51st Street between Garnett and 
I 29th East Avenue. The meeting will take 

place on Field #8, and the work day will begin 

immediately following. 

All coaches and parents are invited to attend. 

Please bring lawn mowers, tractor mowers, gas 

weedeaters, rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows, drills, 

etc. In the event of rain, the meeting and work 

day will be held Sunday, March 14, at the same 
time. 

Softball T earns Seek 
Participation 

Th e Union Girls Softball Association is 
scheduled to begin forming school teams in 

February. Girls must be at least 6 years old by 

September 1, 1993, to participate . 1993 

officers are President - Tim Burton, Vice 
President Terry Tallent, and 

Secretary/Treasurer - Carol Farve. The 

Association wishes to extend sincere 
appreciation to past officers Kerry Siegfried and 

Kathy Henry for their years of dedication and 

support. 

A coaches meeting will be held Sunday, 

February 28, 2 P.M. at the Hardesty Library, 

north of Woodland Hills Mall. Coaches may 

pick up fund raising candy at the meeting to 

distribute to team members. Proceeds will help 

provide field improvements and aid future 
growth at the Tri-Plex behind the Junior High. 

The season is scheduled to begin March 29 at 

the old Union Jr/Sr. High football field . Th 

will be a Pitching Machine Tournament Ar 

17-18 at a cost of $50 per team. For mo. 

information, call Association President Tim 

Burton at 438-7985 (home) or 582-7129 
(work). 
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Board Passes Tobacco-Free Policy 
1993 School Board J 
Meeting Calendar At its January 11 meeting, the Union Board of 

Education passed the {ollowing policy: 

The school district, recognizing that the health 

of employees and students is a factor of 

concern , has declared that the school 

environment be smoke free. Smoking by any 

person, therefore, is not permitted in school 
buildings or school facilities at any time. 

It will be the policy of the school district that all 

uses of tobacco or tobacco products, including 
smokeless tobacco, will be prohibited iu all of 

the district's facilities when practical. At no 

time will the use of tobacco or tobacco products 

be permitted in classrooms, corridors , 

restrooms, locker rooms, work areas, cafeterias, 
offices, faculty lounges, gymnasiums, parking 
lots, etc. 

It will further be the policy of the school district 

that the use of tobacco or tobacco products, 
including smokeless tobacco, will be prohibited 

in all vehicles owned, leased or operated by the 

district. 
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Parenting Materials 
Available 

The OSU Extension office at 4116 East 15th 
Street offers a free video and curriculum rental 

service to the public on a multitude of topics for 

children in grades K-12. They may be checked 

out for a maximum of three working days 
unless prior arrangements have been made. 
The office also provides a variety of printed 
materials . Most are free, but some have a 

minimal charge. For a copy of the video and 
curriculum materials list, call the center at 7 44-

6635. 

Another service worth looking into is the 

Oklahoma Prevention Resource Network 

located at 1111 West 17th Street. This 

program offers materials on an array of youth
related topics as well as parenting skills and 

educational workshops . For a list of free 

materials, call585-2772 or 582-1989. 

Students enrolled in the district's schools will 
not be permitted to use tobacco or tobacco 

products, including smokeless tobacco, while 

they are participants in any class or activity in 
which they represent the school district. 

It is the intention of the Board of Education that 

this policy will become effective on March 1, 
1993. It will apply to all employees of agencies 
which work with students and/ or employees of 

the school district, to spectators at various 
contests and activities, and to all other persons 
who are authorized to be in the district's 

facilities. 

On or before March 1, 1993, signs will be 

posted throughout the district's facilities to 

notify students, employees, and all other 
persons visiting the school that the use of 
tobacco or tobacco products is forbidden. 

Legal Ref.Okla. Stat. tit. 63, § 1-1521 

The following calendar for school board 
meetings was approved at the December 

7 board meeting: 

January 11, 1993 

February 8, 1993 

March 8, 1993 
April 12, 1993 

May 10, 1993 

June 14, 1993 

July 12, 1993 

August 9, 1993 

September 13, 1993 

October 11, 1993 

November 8, 1993 
December 13, 1993 

Physicians Provide Free Physicals 

Participants in Union's Special Olympics program have received free physical examinations thanks 
to Dr. James Routsong and seven student assistants from the Oklahoma State University College 

Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery. The physicals are necessary for participants in all Spec 
Olympics events including the state Summer Games May 12-14 in Stillwater. Union Sper 
Olympians would like to extend heartfelt thanks to Dr. Routsong and his students for their time and 

effort. 

Weather Slows Progress at New Building Site 

The construction of Phase I of the new 6th/7th Grade Center is progressing but '"' 
six weeks behind schedule. The culprit is the relentless wet and cold weather 
during December and January. Several consecutive days of sunshine, or at least 
warmer and dryer conditions, are needed to make up for the lost work time. 
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Nancy Sacra's fourth grade class at Jarman Elementary discovered that much 
Indian culture can be learned from Indian legends. Travis Curran {left) examines a 
hand-crafted Indian flute while J. J. Sheffield, Christine Clodi, and Katie 
Grassmyer display their illustrated legends and other artifacts. 

Peters and Grove Join the Green Team 

Two Union elementary schools, Grove and 

Peters, are among six area winners in the 

Green Team Environmental Chall enge 
sponsored by radio station Z-1 04.5 FM and 
Public Service Company of Oklahoma (PSO) . 
The Green Team is a program to encourage 

\nvironmental awareness and recycling 
ctivities. 

Grove was honored for its aluminum recycling 

project. Each month classes compete to bring 

in the most aluminum cans, and the winning 

class receives a pizza party. Proceeds from the 

recycling are used to purchase land in the 
children's rainforest of Costa Rica and Belize. 

Fifth graders at Peters Elementary received the 

award for their "Recycle Your Way Across the 

USA" project. Students scavenged household 
articles destined for the trash and recycled them 

into usable items such as games and toys. 

Donkey Basketball Union Style 

Seventh grad e teachers Jim Hardin and Ellen McGoffin were crowned King and 
Queen during halftime festiviti e s at t he Donkey Basketball game. Proceeds 
benefited the PTA. 

Feb. 15 
Staff Development Day - No School 

McAuliffe- PTA Board Mtg. 

Feb. 16 
Briarglen - Open House 

Jr. High - Musical Rehearsal, 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

Feb. 17 
Jr. High- Academic Teams: 8th vs Carver, 

There & 9th vs Bixby, There 

Feb. 19 
Damaby- PTA Board Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

McAuliffe - Popcorn Day 
Peters - 5th Gr. Great American Day I 

1st Gr. All Day Science 

Feb. 20 
Briarglen - Fun Night 

Grove - Carnival, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 

Feb. 22 
Grove- PTA Unit Meeting, 7:00p.m., 

Third Gr. Music Program 
Peters - 3rd Gr. Biography Book Reports 

Feb.23 
Grove - Elementary ARC Open House, 

7-8:00 p.m. 
Jr. High - OSU Orchestra Contest, ARC 

Seminar 

Feb. 24 
Jr. High- Academic Teams vs Sand Springs, 

There 

Eeb.25 
Boevers- Skating Party, 6-8:00 p.m., 

Skateworld, 21st & Garnett 
UHS - Cultural Awareness Club Dance, 

Commons, 7-10:00 p.m. 

Feb.26 
Boevers - Popcorn/ Spirit Day 

Briarglen - Popcorn Day 
Grove - Popcorn Day 

Jarman - Popcorn Day 
Peters- "I Caught You Being Good" Assembly, 

2:40p.m. 

Feb. 27 
UHS- NASAU PowWow, 7-11 :00 p.m. at 

Union 7th Grade Center 
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Teachers of the Year Selected 
Building level recipients of the Teacher of the 

Year awards were announced January 18 by 

principals at each school. Recipients were 

selected by their building colleagues to 

acknowledge their education and experience, 
service to the district, civic and community 

activities, hono rs and awards , creativity, 

dependability, and willingness to help others. 

Union's Staff Development committee will 

choose one of the twelve as District Teacher of 

the Yea r . Follo wing the April 8 

announcement , th e dis trict honoree will 

advance to state competition in late May. 
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Union Teachers Awarded 
Funds 

Grant recipients announced 
... page 3 

Curriculum Update 
How it affects Union 
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Recycling Efforts Pay Off 
Two elementaries honored 
... page 11 

Union Teacher Recognized 
The Crowning Achievement 
... page 10 

Readers Rewarded 
Students find books can bring 
bonuses 
... page 6 

obacco-Free Environment 
Board approves No Smoking 
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... page 2 

Left to right front row: Jan Green-Briarglen, Susan Yeilding-Boevers, Jessica 
Padgett-McAuliffe. Middle row: Tina Vassar-Peters, Jill Medina-7th Grode Center, 
Sandra Schwinn-Clark, MaryAnn Simpson-Damaby. Back row: Steve Miller-High 
School, Vicki Perri"tt-Jarman, Lori Swisher-Grove, Betsy Glad-Andersen, Donna 
Niemi-Junior High. 

Jake Younger, a first grade student at Boevers, concentrates. on "Math Blaster" ~n 
the computer lab during Winter Camp '92. S~mmer camp IS sc~ed~led to begm 
May 20. For additional information or to obtam enrollment applications, call the 
Union Community Education Office at 252-3561 . 

Union Public Schools 
5656 S. 129th E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74134-6711 
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