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Operation Deser,t Storm Touches 

th V
r ., 

_:. :;e ftiOR C •t ommun~:;y., 

SSG Danny L Good (center) passes out the supplies sent by 
members of Carolyn Nixon's class at Boevers. 

Many Union students have taken in projects recently involving our troops 

in Saudi Arabia. At Boevers, Michelle Berglund, her classmates, and her 

teacher Carolyn Nixon , have a very special pen pal in Saudi Arabia, 

Michelle's Uncle, SSG Danny L Good. Danny is a member of the 2d 

Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division in 

Saudi Arabia. In a recent letter he wrote, "We in the 2/504 Parachute 

Infantry Regiment, Battalion Communications Platoon, consider each and 

every one of you little paratroopers, honorary members of our platoon. 

As members of the platoon, you must now complete all missions, tasks, 

and chores with an 'Airborne Spirit.' His letter ended with the hope that 

he could meet each and every one of the students upon his return to the 

United States. 

Damaby first and fourth graders combined efforts before Christmas to 

collect items for Operation Desert Storm. Discussions of the region and 

the political and economic impact of the situation accompanied the col­

lection of sundry items, Christmas cards, and letters. 

Jill Fitts' fourth grade class at Grove is learning about the people serving 

1 Operation Desert Storm from Michael P. Bretz, cousin of Miss Fitts. 

tne class wrote to Mike a few months ago. He in tum has sent the class 

pictures of his plane and a box full of items indicative of the Saudi 

Arabian lifestyle - desert sand, a turban, and a pop can with Arabic writ-

ing on it. 

Carolyn Travelstead's fifth grade class at McAuliffe has been writing to 

one of her former students who is stationed in the Persian Gulf. Former 

Boever's student Kevin Scott has written several letters back describing 

life at sea including what it feels like to go through the Panama Canal and 

seeing sea snakes and dolphins. Mrs. Travelstead's students sent Kevin a 

box of goodies at Christmas. Yellow ribbons can be seen tied around 

trees at McAuliffe to remind us of our service people far from home. 

At Andersen the cafeteria wall is decorated in red, white, and blue and 

bears the names of Andersen friends and relatives serving in the Middle 

East The Seventh Grade Center, Junior High, and Union's other elemen-

As did several Union school children, Darnaby first and 
fourth graders sent Christmas gifts to the troops. 

taries have all shown their support for the troops abroad. Union High 

School students are conducting "Operation Desert Oasis," a campaign to 

solicit mail for the U.S. men and women in the Gulf. 

Many Union employees, patrons, and students have relatives serving in 

Operation Desert Storm. Our 

thoughts and good wishes go 

out to them during these 

anxious times. 
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Teachers ,Granted, 

Funds 

Approximately 70 public school teachers in the 

Tulsa area received checks recently to finance 

innovative classroom projects and Union teach­

ers were included! 

Tulsa Education Fund grant monies are avail­

able for claiming in December of each year. 

Fund spokesman Rachel Maze stated, "This 

year's competition was extremely tight but 

Union did quite well." 

The following are teachers receiving grants: 

Andersen Elementary - Larry Williams -

NASA Second Generation Tomato Seed/Plant 

Experiment - Continued work on tomato seeds 

from the LDEF Satellite. 

Boevers Elementary - Sharon Michenfelder -

Let's Cruise · an innovative geography course. 

Darnaby Elementary - Jane Kent Holt 

Meals on Wheels Art Project Coop - children's 

art delivered to Meals on Wheels recipients. Lyn 

Stephens · Book Writing for Third Graders - a 

step by step lesson on the elements of good 

writing . Judy C. Hays - Living Oklahoma 

History - an innovative history lesson. Denise A. 

Thomas · Eating the Earth - a science program 

that includes an ice cream model of the earth. 

McAuliffe Elementary · Marilyn Olsen -

Growing Up Strong (K-6) - a mental wellness 

promotion and substance abuse prevention pro­

gram. 

Peters Elementary - Cheryl Biggs and Lori 

Frieden · Special Partners in Outdoor Education 

· a program for environmental studies and out­

door survival skills. Carolyn Taylor - Super 

·Saturday Science Workshop - a day of hands-on 

learning about flight. 

Thanks to these hard-working teachers, innova­

tive teaching and fun learning have been 

planned for students at Union Public Schools. 

Thanks to the Tulsa Educational Fund, we have 

been granted the opportunity to teach students 

using divergent methods and creative tech­

niques. 

A Dream Come True 

When Melinda Conner was a stu­

dent at Briarglen Elementary, 

she knew she wanted to become 

a teacher. She was inspired by 

several of her teachers at the 

time , including Barbara 

Simmons, Tina Vassar, and Sue 

Barton. 

Thi s semester Miss Conner 

begins her teaching career at 

Peters Elementary as a colleage 

of Mrs. Simmons and Mrs . 

Vassar under principal Sue 

Barton. 

"It's like coming back home to 

everyone," said Miss Conner. 

"They've all made me feel wel­

come; they are very supportive." 

Melinda Conner helping student Erica Roterman. 

Mrs. Barton said having Miss Conner at Peters is special for her too. "It's a treat for me to see a for· 

mer student excel! and reach lifetime goals." 

Onion Teachers of the Year 

High School - Dianne Walker 

History Teacher 

Junior High School - Cheryl Ragge 

Art Teacher 

7th Grade Center - Rebecca Jones 

Geography Teacher 

Andersen Elementary - Usa Carroll 

Speech Pathologist 

Boevers Elementary -

Sharon Michenfelder 

1st Grade Teacher 

Briarglen Elementary - Jenny Hayes 

Speech Pathologist 

Clark Elementary - Janettia Usenbee 

Music Teacher 

Darnaby Elementary - Sue Bishop 

4th Grade Teacher 

Grove Elementary - Carole Javes 

5th Grade Teacher 

McAuliffe Elementary - Jackie Furbeck 

3rd Grade Teacher 

Peters Elementary· Trisha Lewellen 

1st Grade Teacher 

America's Funniest People 

Union High math teacher Rick Hader becomes 

"Myron T. Noodleman" for the cameras. 

Crewmem·r---wr~r---------~-­

bers from 

America's 

Funniest 

People TV 

about Mr . 

popularity 

as Myron 

Noodleman 

- a take-off 

of Jerry 

Lewis' nutty 

professor- Rick Hader 
and came (Broken Arrow Scout Photo) 

to Tulsa to see for themselves. 

They taped Hader's routine on January 11 i 

biology lab at Union High School. Mr. Hal 

and some of his students are now waiting to s~e 
if their segment makes it to a 7:30p.m. Sunday 

airing on the popular ABC program. 

SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR 1991-92 

Teacher Orientation 
Staff Development Day 
Teacher Work Day 
First Day of School 
Labor Day 
State Teachers' Meeting 
End First Quarter 

First Quarter: 

Begin Second Quarter 
Elementary Parent Teacher Conferences K 

(Kindergarten Students Not in Attendance) 
Elementary Parent Teacher Conferences K-6 

(All Elementary Students Not in Attendance) 

Thanksgiving Holidays 
Winter Vacation 
End Second Quarter/First Semester 

Second Quarter: 

FIRST SEMESTER TOTALS: 

Begin Third Quarter/Second Semester 
Staff Development Day 
End Third Quarter 

Third Quarter: 

Begin Fourth Quarter 
Spring Vacation 
Staff Development Day 
End Fourth Quarter/Second Semester 

Fourth Quar·ter: 

SECOND SEMESTER TOTALS: 

GRANO TOTALS: 

Days Taught 43 

Professional Days 3 

Work Days 
Holidays 

Days Taught 45 

Professional Days 0 

Work Days 0 

Holidays 12 

Days Taught 88 

Professional Days 3 

Work Days 
Holidays 13 

Days Taught 44 

Professional Days 1 

Work Days 0 

Holidays 0 

Days Taught 43 

Professional Days 1 

Work Days 0 

Holidays 5 

Days Taught 87 

Professional Days 2 

Work Days 0 

Holidays 5 

DAYS TAUGHT 175 
PROFESSIONAL DAYS 5 
WORK DAYS 1 
HOLIDAYS 18 

August 16, 1991 
August 19, 1991 (P) 
August 20, 1991 (W) 
August 21, 1991 (OT) 
September 2, 1991 (H) 
October 17 & 18, 1991 (P) 
October 23, 1991 (OT) 

October 24, 1991 (OT) 
November 7, 1991 (OT) 

November 8, 1991 (OT) 

November 28 & 29, 1991 (H) 

December 23-January 3, 1992 (H) 
January 10, 1992 (OT) 

January 13, 1992 (OT) 
January 20, 1992 (P) 
March 13, 1992 (OT) 

March 16, 1992 (OT) 
March 23-27, 1992 (H) 
April 20, 1992 (P) 
May 21, 1992 (OT) 

In the event school is dismissed for inclement weather, an equal number of days will be added to the Fourth Quarter. 

Example: In Event (1) Snow Day Used - End of Semester Will Be - May 22, 1992 
In Event (2) Snow Days Used - End of Semester Will Be - May 26, 1992 

Memorial Day, May 25, 1992, would be a Holiday. 
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McAuliffe has gone to the birds, or so 
it appeared January 10 when a flock 
of Canadian geese decided to take a 
rest stop on the playground. Students 
visited the geese throughout the day 
feeding them popcorn and leftovers 
from lunch. 

McAuliffe Students Become 

Citizens 

We are proud to announce two McAuliffe stu­

dents have become U.S . citizens. Second 

John & Tina Hardway 

grader Tina 

Hardway and 

third grader 

John Hardway 

traveled to Okla­

homa City Jan­

uary 8 to receive 

their citizenship 

certificates. Tina 

and John are 

originally from India. When asked how it feels 

to be a citizen, Tina and John respond with an 

enthusiastic, "Great!" 

I ~he Cornrnunica~or 
Dr. Timothy Jenney 

Superintendent of Schools 

Gretchen Haas 

Communications Director/Editor 

Designed & Printed by Union Print Shop 

Beverly Chanley and Janie Froman 

I 

Issued to patrons of the Union Public School District free 

~charge. 

rhe COMMUNICATOR (USPS 097 430) is published 

bi-monthly by Union Public Schools, 5656 S. 129th E. 

Ave ., Tulsa , OK 74134-6715. Second Class postage 

paid at Tulsa, OK POSTMASTER. 

From the Elementaries . .. II 
Darnaby Encourages Young Photographers & Authors 

Fourth Graders at 

Darnaby learn the 

rudiments of photog­

raphy by making sun 

prints, a basic 

blueprint with the 

aid of sunlight. This 

activity precedes a 

unit in which the 

children make pin-

hole cameras and 

print. Teacher Sue 

Bishop is the master­

mind behind this 

wonderful and 

expressive project. 

The second graders 

at Darnaby will be 

sharing their creative 

license in the early 

spring by writing 

h D b Pr''nt art•'sts (standt'ng) their own stories and participate in a p o- a rna y sun 
Sebastian Olivares, Kevin Royal, Travis Guy 

tography contest. M' h Ba 
binding them into 

books. Parents 
(seated) Johnna McMahan and 1ca con. 

Students also write original poetry to accom- donate the materials and help with the produc-

pany the image they have selected for their sun tion of the books. 

Math-A-Thon 

Grove fifth grade students participated in Math­

A-Thon in late January. Math-A-Thon is an 

outstanding program which helps students 

reinforce their basic math skills . It employs 

creative techniques to encourage children to 

develop an interest in mathematics. At the same 

time, it provides St. Jude Children's Research 

Hospital with funds needed to continue life­

saving research, pat!cnt care, and educational 

programs whid 1 bendit children worldwide. 

Roy Clark Elementary teacher Donna 
Luke helps students Jamie Wallace, 
Courtney Hill, and Krista Garner with 
their "Whole Language" lesson. Whole 
Language is the process of relating 
one theme to several subject areas. 

"Mr. See It" at work! 

Seeing is Believing- Or is it? 

Seeing is believing - or is it? That is what fourth 

graders at Damaby and Grove were wondering 

when a giant, hand-drawn eye came alive to 

sing "The Eyeball Rap" and when Iris the Eye 

Bunny magically disappe'ired only to reappear 

later from a magic box. 

These are only two of the tricks "Mr. See lt", a 

magician with vision, used to help students 

understand the wonders of sight. With sleight of 

hand, optical illusions, rope tricks, and colored 

scarves, "Mr. See It" gave a 30-minute magic 

show that taught children about eye care, eye 

safety, and the workings of the human eye. 
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New Year's Resolutions and Predictions 

by 

Monica Bradford 

Welcome 1991! In the Jr. High civics class we 

started the new year by writing the traditional 

New Year's Resolutions and by setting short­

term and long-term goals for ourselves. 

The students not only set their own short-term 

and long-term goals, but each interviewed two 

adults over 30 to find their goals. The results 

were very interesting. The top three goals for 

students in the next year (in descending order of 

importance) are 1) make better grades, 2) learn 

a new skill or improve one they already have, 

and 3) lose weight or improve health and fit­

ness. On the other hand, the adults surveyed 

answered 1) lose weight, 2) get a promotion or 

raise, and 3) buy a new house. 

environmental pollution increasing. The adults 

were split on this question. Half said war and 

recession. The other half said peaceful solution 

and environmental improvement. 

The long-term predictions were the most signifi­

cant. The students were still pessimistic. They 

saw world war with some nuclear weapons 

used, further environmental decay, and overall 

problems. The adults, on the other hand, were 

much more optimistic. They saw world peace, 

one world economy, and environmental clean 

up. However, some did see the "end of the 

world" and the "second coming" in this time 

span. 

This lesson was used to point out our individual 

goals of a good education, good job, and loving 

family life and to balance that with what we saw 

for the world--war, depression, and environmen­

tal decay . The students were reminded that 

"only they can make the difference." 

Did You Know?? 

More than half of all U.S. teenagers 

performed volunteer work last year, 

and nearly half contributed money to 

charities, a new poll has found . 

The national survey of 301 teenagers 

ages 14 to 1 7 was conducted by the 

Gallup Organization for the 

Independent Sector, a nonprofit 

coalition of organizations interested in 

philanthropy. 

The survey found that teenagers who 

did volunteer work averaged 3.9 hours 

of service a week, and the average 

total contribution of teenagers to 

charitable causes last year was $48. 

For the long-term goal of 10 or more years, the 

students put 1) go to college, 2) get a GOOD 

job (and they almost all knew which career 

already), 3) have children, and 4) make lots of 

money. Only a handful put "be happy." The 

long-term goals of the adults were 1) get kids 

through college, 2) retire, 3) travel , and 4} do 

something significant. 
Transportation Department Initiates Innovative Training 

The students were then asked to predict what 

the world would be like in one year and in ten 

years. Their answers were surprisingly pes ­

simistic. In one year 1) war with Iraq, 2) eco­

nomic trouble (depression, recession} , and 3) 

A change on the state level now requires 

anyone operating a Commercial Motor Vehicle 

(CMV) to pass a test for a Commercial Driver's 

License (COL) even if the operator holds a 

Chauffeur's or Commercial Chauffeur's l.Jcense. 

When icy roads took Tulsa by surprise Friday, January 4, Union bus drivers and 
Transportation Director Joe Gill demonstrated flexibility and skill by delivering 
students to their destinations safely. It was not an easy task as road conditions 
deteriorated rapidly. But they did it with the help of district mechanics and 
ground crews meeting them with sancl trucks when necessary. The 
transportation office personnel also did a splendid job. Maintenance crews 
were up extra early to shovel sand. Pictured left to right are Rande Emerson, 
Bill Poyndexter, Austin Beighle, Steve Fuller, Gene McElroy, Bob Beighle, Mark 
Schenk, Bruce Roberts, Chuck Chapman, and Dale Ross. 

School bus drivers are affected by the change, so 

the Union Transportation Department has 

developed an innovative training program. 

Transportation Communication's Repre ­

sentative David Young reports that the eight­

hour course prepares the drivers and helps to 

alleviate their test anxieties. Union is one of the 

first school districts in the state to design and 

implement such a program. 

* ATTENTION * 

If you have or know of a child or 
young person who may need or could 
use SPECIAl SERVICES, Pease call: 
Elaine Minson, Director of Special 
Services, 252-3561. 

This may include learning Disabilities, 
Hearing Impaired, Visually Impaired , 
Speech/language Impaired, Physically 
Impaired, Mentally Retarded , Emotionall 
Disturbed, etc. 

AGES: From Birth to 21 Years 
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Union Starts Education 

Foundation 
by 

Dr. Clark Ogilvie 

Exciting things are happening in Union Public 

Schools! The Union Schools Education 

Foundation (USEF) Steering Committee has 

been holding organizational meetings . On 

Tuesday, January 29, six members of that com­

mittee agreed to be the initial trustees and to 

begin the incorporation process. 

Those trustees are Dennis Brand, Jerry 

Buchanan, Larry Henry, Linda Neel, Larry 

Payton, and Jack Wimbish. Special thanks to 

these pioneers! The Steering Committee and 

the new trustees will be holding additional meet­

ings and contacting other interested Union 

patrons to expand the list of potential trustees. 

The purpose of USEF is to be a community 

based non-profit partner of the district. In doing 

so, the Foundation will secure resources from 

individuals, corporations, foundations, and 

other sources. These funds will support educa­

tional programs to challenge all students. The 

educational programs will be funded through 

the Foundation's ongoing solicitation of contri­

butions and endowment earnings. 

A Gift That Keeps on Giving 

Union secondary school students still talk about 

the good things they 

learned from internation­

ally known motivational 

speaker Roger Crawford . 

Crawford, challenged at 

birth with a severe physi­

cal handicap, entertained 

and inspired students 

Roger Crawford with the message that 

handicaps are simply challenges to be r~cog­

nized and met. His speech, which focused on 

the power of a positive attitude, was part of 

Red Ribbon Week. 

Union extends a special thanks to Tom Butters, 

District Manager of the Doubletree Hotels, for 

helping to provide excellent accommodations 

for Union guest speakers, including Roger 

Crawford. 

High school students shared their ideas with Dr. Tim Jenney during the 
Superintendent's "Student Leadership Breakfast" recently. Dr. Jenney plans to 
have more small group meetings with students in the near future . Among those 
attending the breakfast were (left to right) Bob Cole-Junior, Jennifer McKinnis­
Junior, and Heath Collins-Senior. 

Elementary Science Labs 

Open 
by 

Ken Bibb 

Two years ago, Union elementary science 

teachers began sharing their thoughts and 

dreams about what an elementary science 

laboratory should include. And now, several 

blueprints, catalogs, and committee meetings 

later, their dreams are coming true thanks to 

Union voters who approved the 1988 Bond 

Issue. The labs were completed during the fall of 

this school year. 

A committee of science teachers met after 

school almost weekly since September to select 

equipment and supplies. They have examined 

products, heard sales presentations, watched 

demonstrations, and studied stacks of catalogs. 

Their efforts are certainly appreciated and we 

say thank you to these Union elementary teach­

ers: Michelle Naylor, Julie Sumner, Janice Luce, 

Cynthia Burnett, Debbie Reeves, Tammy Risner, 

Vince Owen, Randy Edwards, Denise Thomas, 

Jean Kelley, Pam O'Halloran, Judy C<lirl, Beverly 

Kiger, Cathy Collins, Sheran Long, Jackie 

Furbeck, Jane Watson, and Carolyn Taylor. 

Boevers sixth grader Dusty Fletcher 
gets some help ·with his space suit from 
NASA's James E. Pratt. 

Spacemobile Visits 

Boevers 

NASA's Aerospace Education Services Project, 

the "Spacemobile" visited Beevers Elementary 

recently. Mr. James E. Pratt, an aerospace edu­

cation specialist for NASA, conducted a pro­

gram for the fourth through sixth grades. He 

used simple experiments and scale models 

space hardware to provide students with · 

understanding of the obj~ctjv~s , ;;~ccomplish­

ments, and benefits of our country's space pro­

gram. 
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Speech & Debate Team 

Wins Trophy 

Jnion's novice speech and debate team beat 

nineteen other schools to bring home the third 

place sweepstakes award from Jenks recently. 

Individual winners were Christal Gresh & Kelly 

Williams-third place/ Poetry and Kelly Laxton­

second place/ Poetry. David Nolen & John 

Everett won two of four rounds in cross exami­

nation debate as did David Aduddell and Kim 

Hagman. Also scoring points were these final­

ists: Eric Correne, Shane Thompson, Danielle 

Hill, Jennifer Willis, Amy Jones, Megan 

Thompson , Zack Butts and Teainka Stiles. 

Congratulations to the students and their coach­

es, Denise Miller and Jim Weaver! 

Junior Achievers Live Up To 

Their Name 

As an exercise in finance and to serve some of 

their funding needs, members of the high 

chool Junior Achievement program requested 

;:>ermission from the school board to open and 

maintain a checking account for the Union 

High School Applied Economics class. 

Chief Financial Officer Tim Raymer said he 

reviewed the proposal, as did the school attor­

ney and the state auditing department, and was 

impressed with how well prepared and orga­

nized the students were. The board named 

teacher Danny Williams fund custodian and 

complimented Mr. Williams and his students for 

their good work. 

Parent Education Classes 

to be Offered 

Youth Services of Tulsa is offering "Parenting 

for the 90's" for parents of adolescents . The 

class will be on Tuesday 6:30-8:30 p.m. and 

will run for four consecutive weeks. There is no 

charge. Sessions will be held March 5, 12, 19, 

and 26; April 2, 9, 16, & 23; and May 7, 14, 

~ 1, & 28. 

All sessions will be held at the offices of Youth 

Services of Tulsa, 302 S. Cheyenne. For fur­

ther information call582-0061. 

., 
Peters physical education instructor 
Jan Diven offers district parents a fun 
way to exercise and find out what 
their children learn in P. E. classes . 
Adults interested in attending the free 
sessions (Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m. at 
Peters) should call Mrs. Diven, 357-
1954. 

Tulsa to Host 1991 National 

Dropout Prevention 

Conference 

Tulsa will be host to the 1991 National Dropout 

Prevention Conference on April 14-16, and it 

· promises to be an exciting event. "Unlocking 

Human Potential: Key to the Future" is the 

theme. 

The list of speakers for the conference is 

impressive -- Waylon Jennings, who will tell 

why, at age 52, he completed his G.E .D. 

(General Equivalency Diploma) ; William 

Raspberry, nationally syndicated columnist; 

Wilma Mankiller, Oklahoma's own Chief of 

the Cherokee Nation; and Patrick Taylor, 

founder/ owner of Louisiana's Taylor Energy 

Company, whose "Taylor's Kids" program was 

featured on Sixty Minutes. 

The Oklahoma Chapter of Telephone Pioneers 

of America (an organization of active and retired 

telephone industry employees) and Homeland 

have formed a partnership to assist in securing 

the scholarships for teachers to attend the con­

ference. Their goal is to send a . representative 

from each of the approximately 600 school dis­

tricts in the state to the conference. 

Teachers interested in one of these scholarships, 

or anyone who would like further information, 

should contact JoAnn Proctor at 250-3734. 

ARC Leaders Plan Activities 

The Academic Resource Center Student 

Council is planning fund-raisers and educational 

projects. Under the leadership of President 

Jonathan Bartlett, ARC students are going to 

sell T-Shirts and schedule trips to the Omniplex 

in Oklahoma City and to the Oxley Nature 

Center in Tulsa. 

The ARC Student Council officers and 

representatives contribute a lot of time and 

talent to the program. Besides Jonathan, the 

officers are Todd Masters, vice-president , 

Ashley Webb, secretary/ treasurer, and Greg 

McCourt, publicity chairman. The six class 

representatives are Elliot Blosche, Kerri 

Gamble, Michael Gerlach, C. Hegdale, Adam 

Schmidt, and Pete Stevenson. 

Least Restrictive Environment 

by 

Elaine Minson 

The central concept underlying the least 

restrictive environment (LRE) mandate is this: 

the handicapped student must be placed in the 

least restrictive environment in which an 

appropriate educational program can still be 

delivered . LRE requires that the placement 

team determine the maximum level of 

integration for each handicapped child in view 

of his or her handicapping condition. 

LRE is a program placement based on a 

continuum of services : regular classroom, 

regular classroom with special materials or 

consultative services, resource/ lab classroom, 

partially self-contained classroom, full-time self­

contained classroom, special education center 

(public day school), private, residential, hospital 

school, or institution. 

Educators must strive to give a child the most 

appropriate education in an environment which 

would be least restrictive. Placement in the 

regular class is the preferred alternative, but by 

no means should it be the only alternative 

considered. The responsibility for the success of 

a handicapped student's educational program 

should be shared by the special education, 

regular education, and administrative personnel 

in the school. 



~----------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---

( 

February-March, 1991 ______________________________________________________________________ Page5 

Making Research Easy and Fun 
by 

Barbara Rather 

Did you know Union High School students can 

search other libraries' computer catalogs on a 

Macintosh computer, find a magazine or news­

paper article citation by computer, receive a 

"FAXed" article from another library, print out a 

copy of a magazine or newspaper article from 

Microfiche, scan graphics to illustrate a research 

paper, or word process and print out a copy of 

their research papers? 

Students at Union High School have discovered 

that research can be as easy as checking out a 

"mouse" in the Media Research and Writing 

Lab. The newly enlarged computer center 

offers the same data bases as the University of 

Tulsa and Tulsa City-County Library . The 

indexes Resource One and Newsbank are the 

top draws since they save the student time-con­

suming manual searches through print indexes. 

Compton's Encyclopedia on C-D Rom is a 

convenient way to select a topic of interest and 

begin research. 

lne media computer center was enlarged this 

past summer to house the Macintosh comput­

ers and several IBM compatible computers 

needed to provide a variety of resources for the 

students. Currently this lab consists of six 

Networked Macintosh computers, three IBM 

compatible systems with printers, one scanner, 
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Students (front to back) Chi Ta and 
Tiffany Wemhanen are assisted by 
Jolene James in the High School Media 
Center. 

a laser printer and two other printers, an Apple 

II computer, a facsimile machine, and a net­

worked modem to handle access to remote data 

bases and other libraries. 

These improvements, funded through the 1989 

bond issue and state and federal grants, have 

greatly enhanced the ability of Union students to 

conduct most of their research for papers at 

Union's media centers. 

Similar systems, on a smaller scale, are in pro­

cess for Union Jr. High and 7th Grade Center. 
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French Club Elects Officers 
by 

Valarie Jernigan 

The French One students are really excited 

about French this year because this is the first 

year for a French Club at the Junior High 

School! Usually French students have to wait 

until their sophomore year to become French 

Club members. 

For Club members there are many benefits 

including French tutoring, as well as social 

activities such as a Mardi Gras celebration. 

The French Club officers elected for this year 

are Valarie Jernigan-President, Christine Tran­

Vice-President, Katie Allison-Secretary, and 

Athena Iatridis-Treasurer. Our officers hope to 

make French socially fun as well as promoting it 

as a rewarding academic activity. The French 

Club would especially like to thank Madame 

Jack for all her help in getting the French Club 

started! 

Lawmakers in Action 
by 

Keith Edwards 

The lawmakers in John Pribram's third hour 

class discovered what it is like to be in 

Congress. Each of the students authored a bill 

about a national issue. Then the students 

decided in committees whether or not the bill 

would be sent to the "General Assembly." The 

students used congressional etiquette in 

debating on each bill . 

The president of the session was Erin Acrea. 

"We discovered that the process of making a bill 

into a law is much more difficult than it seems," 

he said. "The lawmaking process takes a long 

time due to different opinions and views." 

The bills that were passed dealt with everything 

from the environment to abortion . A favorite 

was a proposal for a four day school week. Jodi 

Fowler, author of this bill, set it up so that 

school would have the same number of hours 

but not as many days. 

Students learned a lot about lawmakers. The 

class will most likely make them more patient 

with congressmen later in life. 
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High School to present 

"Brigadoon" 

The Fine Arts Department of Union High 

School will present the musical "Brigadoon" on 

March 6, 7, 8, and 9 in the Union Performing 

Arts Center. 

"Brigadoon" is a fanciful story of two hunters 

who lose their way. in the highlands of Scotland. 

In the mist they happen upon the awakening 

village of Brigadoon, a village which comes into 

being only one day in each century. The 

hunters are immediately drawn into this 18th 

century village with it's weddings, feuds , loves, 

and conflicts. 

"Brigadoon" features Chris Peterson as Tommy, 

Kristi Acrea as Fiona, Melinda Kavanaugh and 

India McDonald as Med, Brian Blaho and John 

Bentley as Jeff, David Kennedy as Harry, and 

Melinda Davis and Shannon Russell as Jeannie. 

"Brigadoon" utilizes a large cast of singers and 

dancers, beautiful costuming and sets, and full 

orchestral accompaniment. A unique feature of 

this presentation is a performance by two pro­

fessional bagpipers. Curtain time is at 7 :30 

each evening; tickets are $4.00 for adults and 

$3 .00 for students. Elementary students are 

admitted free when accompanied by a ticketed 

adult. Make plans to attend "Brigadoon". It is a 

musical you will never forget! 

Seventh Grade Chorus 

Performs 

January 31st, Linda Davis' Seventh Grade 

Concert Chorus participated in a Seventh 

Grade Vocal Music Festival in Jenks. Choirs 

from Union, Sapulpa, and Jenks joined 

together to form one mass choir. Angela 

Broeker, who is currently completing her DMA 

degree at the University of Oklahoma, was 

guest conductor and rehearsed with the vocal 

students. A mini concert was performed by the 

students at the end of the day. 

Jumping Into the Winner's Circle 

Union's Darbi Witte 

placed third among 

high school girls from 

around the country in 

the National Cheer­

leaders Association 

Championship in 

Dallas, Texas . Also 

during the December 

Da rbi Witte 
competition Union's 

outstanding cheerlead­

ing squad placed fourth in the large varsity clivi-

sion. 

Seniors on the squad include Deedra Hayes, 

Darbi Witte, Jenny Bacheldor, Heather Wilson, 

Carrie Tudor, Amy Goodsell, and Leslie 

Hammons. The juniors are Melody Suggs, 

Stephanie DuPree, Julie Langdon, Brook Henry, 

and Tracey DeDomonick. Sophomores include 

Carrie Kremer, Kerri Pratt, and Kim Eisner. 

Congratulations to the girls and their coaches, 

Terry Stump and Uz Richie! 

Asked to share in the national spotlight on a 

different field at a different time was Union 

High Stepper Whitney McKellar. Whitney was 

asked to participate in the pre-game show for 

the Super Bowl. 

Eighth Grader Wins Competition 

Union Junior High student Daniel Leung was 

recently chosen a winner in the Oklahoma 

Music Teacher's Association piano audition. He 

was one of several winners among students 

from all over the state. 

Kudos to another talented Union student! 

All-State musicians for 1990-91 are {top row L-R) Natalie Pate-Sr., Becky Carl-8th Gr., 
Heather Howeii..Jr. , Jenney TulleNr., Emily Steele-Soph. (bottom L-R) Carter Robertson­
Sr., and Ceth Barnett-Soph. Not pictured Is Krista Erickson..Jr . 

All-State Talent Recognized 

Eight outstanding musicians were recently named to the prestigious All-State Band and 

Orchestra . They are Natalie Pate, Becky Carl, Heather Howell, Jenny Tuller, Emily Steele, 

Carter Robertson, Ceth Barnett, and Krista Erickson. 

In the last issue of The Communicator, we mentioned that several Union vocalists were selected 

for the All-State Choir. The All-State Choir, Band, and Orchestra as well as the Union High 

School Classic Orchestra and the Junior High Concert Chorus were featured at the Oklahoma 

Music Educator's Association Convention in January . 

Percussion ensembles from Union have been selected as honor performance groups for the 

Oklahoma Percussive Arts Society State Convention in March. This recognition is considered a 

great honor. Congratulations to all of these students and their instructors! 



Planning For Today 
And Tomorrow 

The success of Union Pub l ic Schools is dir·ectly 
related to the support provided by its patrons. We 
recognize the commitment necessary from each of 
you to contribute toward fund ing a quality school 
system and acknowledge the hardsh ip it may create 
for some of our residents. It is however, a 
responsibility which all of us have inherited by virtue 
of being citizens of a free society charged with the 
educational guardianship of our next generation. 

In Union, you have chosen to keep the standards 
high . With litt le financial support from the state, we 
have no alternat ive but to maintain a strong local 
effor·t. This year's appr·oach to the bond issue wi ll 
occur in two phases. Our immediate concerr~. is for· 
the timely attention needed in areas of instruct ional 
or support material purchases and capita l 
improvement for ex isting facilities. Every do ll ar 
spent on items in the bond issu e frees up monies 
which help fund programs and assist in opening 
new schools . Timing is critical if we are to be 
proactive and accomp l ish al l of the pr oposed 
projects. We recogn ize your right to know the facts, 
and we are making every attempt to communicate 
with you the needs of th is district. 

Phase II will be based on a recommendation in July 
to the Board of Education regarding the needs of 
our secondary popu lation. Upon completion of a 
five-year plan to handle ou r· explosive growth , we wi ll 
return to you in September to dea l with ou r· long­
mnge building program. 

Suffice it to say, we apprec iate the support you have 
given the Union School District in several of the last 
bond elections. A tradition of quality will con tinue 
to be our theme for many years to come. Please 
exercise your democratic right to vote. 

Tim Jenney 
Superintendent 

March '91 Bond Election 
PROPOSAL 1 - "Shall l ndepen~ii.Mt >:qho~ l ';'; ~ ,;\d~~ · Oklahoma, incur an indebtedness by issu ing its bonds 

~;g~J~~;~¥~~~~:~~!~i!ll~t;litii~Iiii~iti~ii~::~r~:~~~~:1::~~1~;~;:fs~~,¥~ 
payment of the principal thereof when d.\J.~, s~i? bonds to beaririter.eS:t:~(,~qi)p exce'~f1}1~ :rate of ten percent (1 0%), per year, 
payable semi-an nu ally and to .· ·· •· ·. ·. · · yea~~f~~HnJI:Je i(,d a.teJ" ~ ,,~! i , '. 

Acquiring school furn iture, 
computer system for fi nance 

Acquiring educational equip ;: 
repairs, modifications and 

Makin g ath letic fac il ity impi(Q~6!'iriJeDits 
installation of fencing at the 
Grade Center 

·-----·· ··-··::: ··.·-.-.. :· ·;-· 

"'"'"'•·,· inPI;,.,,J.;,"." '"·'""'-v' ''""' ~1~ :m~~ i~~q~~~~~~t and supplies and a district 

: ~=:: ;- • :-: ·• ; ..... 
···:-: ··:-:-··:-·-· ..... · 

pment, and performing build ing maintenance, 

=: ' . ' . ::· :.; ::. . :. . ..:~ 

. p i D~: rnJnJs at the baseball fie ld at the junio r High Schoo l, 
' ig~ Schpol; and resurfacing the gymnasium floor at the Seventh 

}, ... ) :-. ·-.-. ... 
· .. ··_.:·:·:···:·· 

·! ,•·;'··· , •.. ·•· $ ';1$o,ooo 

. • ( };::\ ~~:... r.;U'I Proposition 1 - $2,425,000 

PROPOSAL 2- "Shall lnd • i f)k~ pkl~h!~ ifi~ , jncur an indebtedness by issuing its bonds 
. . . · ($27S,()OOEio ·brovide fu nds for the purpose of purchasing 

transportation equipment, and .... . ... · 1radclition) p al l ' qthe ~ t~·)(~~,upon all the taxable property in such 
District sufficie nt to pay the •. Qn such . due ·iiiid alSi;J to\toJ1 ~tihJf~ a' s(tJ~ing fund for the payment of the 
principal thereof when due, s4idb,o6d~ to . ·.· · :nb( iJ ~xcee¢\he .~~ ~~ . ()fte ij pe}i~qf(lQ~o) , per year, payable semi-
ann ua lly and to become due i~Na)ly\tit~iQ 1 ·in tEe i(d~ t~ ?·; .. ~·· _.;:<•; > .·· ·· 

·:.::; .. ··:::-·:::··.:.:~...- ·. ::.\)~~;(}/ :~ {.{ 

Purchasing approximately six ( 6) ne5: $.~hbbl pg~;~ ~.p.c! re l~t~~dt'iari~po ~!~.rl~ 'r, r.~~J(~Telit . . 

- Four ( 4) co nven tion~t:buses .. ·. ··••·•·:;>.: ·. '''•·' i 

-Two (2) special educ~fion buses . J 
- Transportation related equipment Total Proposition 2 - $ 275,000 

Both Propositions Total $2.1 million 

By way of comparison, we offer the following facts 
regarding additional taxes through this bond issue: 

If in 1990 you paid in 1991 the 

this amount then increase is . . . 

1990-91 Taxes Annual Increase Monthly Increase 

$ 100.00 $ 1.94 $ 0.16 

$ 200.00 3.88 0.32 

$ 300.00 5.82 0.49 

$ 400.00 7.76 0.65 

$ 500.00 9.71 0.81 

$ 600.00 11 .65 0.97 

$ 700.00 13.59 1.13 

$ 800.00 15.53 1.29 

$ 900.00 17.47 1.46 

$1,000.00 19.41 1.62 

$1,250.00 24.27 2.02 

$1 ,500.00 29.12 2.43 

$1,750.00 33.97 2.83 

$2,000.00 38.82 3.84 

V VOTE 
on March 19, 1991 

Passage requires a 60% majority. 

Polls Open 
7 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Remember to vote at your regular precinct, the 
same location as during 

statewide elections. 
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Making Research Easy and Fun 
by 

Barbara Rather 

Did you know Union High School students can 

search other libraries' computer catalogs on a 

Macintosh computer, find a magazine or news­

paper article citation by computer, receive a 

"FAXed" article from another library, print out a 

copy of a magazine or newspaper article from 

Microfiche, scan graphics to illustrate a research 

paper, or word process and print out a copy of 

their research papers? 

Students at Union High School have discovered 

that research can be as easy as checking out a 

"mouse" in the Media Research and Writing 

Lab. The newly enlarged computer center 

offers the same data bases as the University of 

Tulsa and Tulsa City-County Library . The 

indexes Resource One and Newsbank are the 

top draws since they save the student time-con­

suming manual searches through print indexes. 

Compton's Encyclopedia on C-D Rom is a 

convenient way to select a topic of interest and 

begin research. 

lne media computer center was enlarged this 

past summer to house the Macintosh comput­

ers and several IBM compatible computers 

needed to provide a variety of resources for the 

students. Currently this lab consists of six 

Networked Macintosh computers, three IBM 

compatible systems with printers, one scanner, 
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Students (front to back) Chi Ta and 
Tiffany Wemhanen are assisted by 
Jolene James in the High School Media 
Center. 

a laser printer and two other printers, an Apple 

II computer, a facsimile machine, and a net­

worked modem to handle access to remote data 

bases and other libraries. 

These improvements, funded through the 1989 

bond issue and state and federal grants, have 

greatly enhanced the ability of Union students to 

conduct most of their research for papers at 

Union's media centers. 

Similar systems, on a smaller scale, are in pro­

cess for Union Jr. High and 7th Grade Center. 
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French Club Elects Officers 
by 

Valarie Jernigan 

The French One students are really excited 

about French this year because this is the first 

year for a French Club at the Junior High 

School! Usually French students have to wait 

until their sophomore year to become French 

Club members. 

For Club members there are many benefits 

including French tutoring, as well as social 

activities such as a Mardi Gras celebration. 

The French Club officers elected for this year 

are Valarie Jernigan-President, Christine Tran­

Vice-President, Katie Allison-Secretary, and 

Athena Iatridis-Treasurer. Our officers hope to 

make French socially fun as well as promoting it 

as a rewarding academic activity. The French 

Club would especially like to thank Madame 

Jack for all her help in getting the French Club 

started! 

Lawmakers in Action 
by 

Keith Edwards 

The lawmakers in John Pribram's third hour 

class discovered what it is like to be in 

Congress. Each of the students authored a bill 

about a national issue. Then the students 

decided in committees whether or not the bill 

would be sent to the "General Assembly." The 

students used congressional etiquette in 

debating on each bill . 

The president of the session was Erin Acrea. 

"We discovered that the process of making a bill 

into a law is much more difficult than it seems," 

he said. "The lawmaking process takes a long 

time due to different opinions and views." 

The bills that were passed dealt with everything 

from the environment to abortion . A favorite 

was a proposal for a four day school week. Jodi 

Fowler, author of this bill, set it up so that 

school would have the same number of hours 

but not as many days. 

Students learned a lot about lawmakers. The 

class will most likely make them more patient 

with congressmen later in life. 
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High School to present 

"Brigadoon" 

The Fine Arts Department of Union High 

School will present the musical "Brigadoon" on 

March 6, 7, 8, and 9 in the Union Performing 

Arts Center. 

"Brigadoon" is a fanciful story of two hunters 

who lose their way. in the highlands of Scotland. 

In the mist they happen upon the awakening 

village of Brigadoon, a village which comes into 

being only one day in each century. The 

hunters are immediately drawn into this 18th 

century village with it's weddings, feuds , loves, 

and conflicts. 

"Brigadoon" features Chris Peterson as Tommy, 

Kristi Acrea as Fiona, Melinda Kavanaugh and 

India McDonald as Med, Brian Blaho and John 

Bentley as Jeff, David Kennedy as Harry, and 

Melinda Davis and Shannon Russell as Jeannie. 

"Brigadoon" utilizes a large cast of singers and 

dancers, beautiful costuming and sets, and full 

orchestral accompaniment. A unique feature of 

this presentation is a performance by two pro­

fessional bagpipers. Curtain time is at 7 :30 

each evening; tickets are $4.00 for adults and 

$3 .00 for students. Elementary students are 

admitted free when accompanied by a ticketed 

adult. Make plans to attend "Brigadoon". It is a 

musical you will never forget! 

Seventh Grade Chorus 

Performs 

January 31st, Linda Davis' Seventh Grade 

Concert Chorus participated in a Seventh 

Grade Vocal Music Festival in Jenks. Choirs 

from Union, Sapulpa, and Jenks joined 

together to form one mass choir. Angela 

Broeker, who is currently completing her DMA 

degree at the University of Oklahoma, was 

guest conductor and rehearsed with the vocal 

students. A mini concert was performed by the 

students at the end of the day. 

Jumping Into the Winner's Circle 

Union's Darbi Witte 

placed third among 

high school girls from 

around the country in 

the National Cheer­

leaders Association 

Championship in 

Dallas, Texas . Also 

during the December 

Da rbi Witte 
competition Union's 

outstanding cheerlead­

ing squad placed fourth in the large varsity clivi-

sion. 

Seniors on the squad include Deedra Hayes, 

Darbi Witte, Jenny Bacheldor, Heather Wilson, 

Carrie Tudor, Amy Goodsell, and Leslie 

Hammons. The juniors are Melody Suggs, 

Stephanie DuPree, Julie Langdon, Brook Henry, 

and Tracey DeDomonick. Sophomores include 

Carrie Kremer, Kerri Pratt, and Kim Eisner. 

Congratulations to the girls and their coaches, 

Terry Stump and Uz Richie! 

Asked to share in the national spotlight on a 

different field at a different time was Union 

High Stepper Whitney McKellar. Whitney was 

asked to participate in the pre-game show for 

the Super Bowl. 

Eighth Grader Wins Competition 

Union Junior High student Daniel Leung was 

recently chosen a winner in the Oklahoma 

Music Teacher's Association piano audition. He 

was one of several winners among students 

from all over the state. 

Kudos to another talented Union student! 

All-State musicians for 1990-91 are {top row L-R) Natalie Pate-Sr., Becky Carl-8th Gr., 
Heather Howeii..Jr. , Jenney TulleNr., Emily Steele-Soph. (bottom L-R) Carter Robertson­
Sr., and Ceth Barnett-Soph. Not pictured Is Krista Erickson..Jr . 

All-State Talent Recognized 

Eight outstanding musicians were recently named to the prestigious All-State Band and 

Orchestra . They are Natalie Pate, Becky Carl, Heather Howell, Jenny Tuller, Emily Steele, 

Carter Robertson, Ceth Barnett, and Krista Erickson. 

In the last issue of The Communicator, we mentioned that several Union vocalists were selected 

for the All-State Choir. The All-State Choir, Band, and Orchestra as well as the Union High 

School Classic Orchestra and the Junior High Concert Chorus were featured at the Oklahoma 

Music Educator's Association Convention in January . 

Percussion ensembles from Union have been selected as honor performance groups for the 

Oklahoma Percussive Arts Society State Convention in March. This recognition is considered a 

great honor. Congratulations to all of these students and their instructors! 
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Union Starts Education 

Foundation 
by 

Dr. Clark Ogilvie 

Exciting things are happening in Union Public 

Schools! The Union Schools Education 

Foundation (USEF) Steering Committee has 

been holding organizational meetings . On 

Tuesday, January 29, six members of that com­

mittee agreed to be the initial trustees and to 

begin the incorporation process. 

Those trustees are Dennis Brand, Jerry 

Buchanan, Larry Henry, Linda Neel, Larry 

Payton, and Jack Wimbish. Special thanks to 

these pioneers! The Steering Committee and 

the new trustees will be holding additional meet­

ings and contacting other interested Union 

patrons to expand the list of potential trustees. 

The purpose of USEF is to be a community 

based non-profit partner of the district. In doing 

so, the Foundation will secure resources from 

individuals, corporations, foundations, and 

other sources. These funds will support educa­

tional programs to challenge all students. The 

educational programs will be funded through 

the Foundation's ongoing solicitation of contri­

butions and endowment earnings. 

A Gift That Keeps on Giving 

Union secondary school students still talk about 

the good things they 

learned from internation­

ally known motivational 

speaker Roger Crawford . 

Crawford, challenged at 

birth with a severe physi­

cal handicap, entertained 

and inspired students 

Roger Crawford with the message that 

handicaps are simply challenges to be r~cog­

nized and met. His speech, which focused on 

the power of a positive attitude, was part of 

Red Ribbon Week. 

Union extends a special thanks to Tom Butters, 

District Manager of the Doubletree Hotels, for 

helping to provide excellent accommodations 

for Union guest speakers, including Roger 

Crawford. 

High school students shared their ideas with Dr. Tim Jenney during the 
Superintendent's "Student Leadership Breakfast" recently. Dr. Jenney plans to 
have more small group meetings with students in the near future . Among those 
attending the breakfast were (left to right) Bob Cole-Junior, Jennifer McKinnis­
Junior, and Heath Collins-Senior. 

Elementary Science Labs 

Open 
by 

Ken Bibb 

Two years ago, Union elementary science 

teachers began sharing their thoughts and 

dreams about what an elementary science 

laboratory should include. And now, several 

blueprints, catalogs, and committee meetings 

later, their dreams are coming true thanks to 

Union voters who approved the 1988 Bond 

Issue. The labs were completed during the fall of 

this school year. 

A committee of science teachers met after 

school almost weekly since September to select 

equipment and supplies. They have examined 

products, heard sales presentations, watched 

demonstrations, and studied stacks of catalogs. 

Their efforts are certainly appreciated and we 

say thank you to these Union elementary teach­

ers: Michelle Naylor, Julie Sumner, Janice Luce, 

Cynthia Burnett, Debbie Reeves, Tammy Risner, 

Vince Owen, Randy Edwards, Denise Thomas, 

Jean Kelley, Pam O'Halloran, Judy C<lirl, Beverly 

Kiger, Cathy Collins, Sheran Long, Jackie 

Furbeck, Jane Watson, and Carolyn Taylor. 

Boevers sixth grader Dusty Fletcher 
gets some help ·with his space suit from 
NASA's James E. Pratt. 

Spacemobile Visits 

Boevers 

NASA's Aerospace Education Services Project, 

the "Spacemobile" visited Beevers Elementary 

recently. Mr. James E. Pratt, an aerospace edu­

cation specialist for NASA, conducted a pro­

gram for the fourth through sixth grades. He 

used simple experiments and scale models 

space hardware to provide students with · 

understanding of the obj~ctjv~s , ;;~ccomplish­

ments, and benefits of our country's space pro­

gram. 
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Speech & Debate Team 

Wins Trophy 

Jnion's novice speech and debate team beat 

nineteen other schools to bring home the third 

place sweepstakes award from Jenks recently. 

Individual winners were Christal Gresh & Kelly 

Williams-third place/ Poetry and Kelly Laxton­

second place/ Poetry. David Nolen & John 

Everett won two of four rounds in cross exami­

nation debate as did David Aduddell and Kim 

Hagman. Also scoring points were these final­

ists: Eric Correne, Shane Thompson, Danielle 

Hill, Jennifer Willis, Amy Jones, Megan 

Thompson , Zack Butts and Teainka Stiles. 

Congratulations to the students and their coach­

es, Denise Miller and Jim Weaver! 

Junior Achievers Live Up To 

Their Name 

As an exercise in finance and to serve some of 

their funding needs, members of the high 

chool Junior Achievement program requested 

;:>ermission from the school board to open and 

maintain a checking account for the Union 

High School Applied Economics class. 

Chief Financial Officer Tim Raymer said he 

reviewed the proposal, as did the school attor­

ney and the state auditing department, and was 

impressed with how well prepared and orga­

nized the students were. The board named 

teacher Danny Williams fund custodian and 

complimented Mr. Williams and his students for 

their good work. 

Parent Education Classes 

to be Offered 

Youth Services of Tulsa is offering "Parenting 

for the 90's" for parents of adolescents . The 

class will be on Tuesday 6:30-8:30 p.m. and 

will run for four consecutive weeks. There is no 

charge. Sessions will be held March 5, 12, 19, 

and 26; April 2, 9, 16, & 23; and May 7, 14, 

~ 1, & 28. 

All sessions will be held at the offices of Youth 

Services of Tulsa, 302 S. Cheyenne. For fur­

ther information call582-0061. 

., 
Peters physical education instructor 
Jan Diven offers district parents a fun 
way to exercise and find out what 
their children learn in P. E. classes . 
Adults interested in attending the free 
sessions (Tuesdays 6:30-7:30 p.m. at 
Peters) should call Mrs. Diven, 357-
1954. 

Tulsa to Host 1991 National 

Dropout Prevention 

Conference 

Tulsa will be host to the 1991 National Dropout 

Prevention Conference on April 14-16, and it 

· promises to be an exciting event. "Unlocking 

Human Potential: Key to the Future" is the 

theme. 

The list of speakers for the conference is 

impressive -- Waylon Jennings, who will tell 

why, at age 52, he completed his G.E .D. 

(General Equivalency Diploma) ; William 

Raspberry, nationally syndicated columnist; 

Wilma Mankiller, Oklahoma's own Chief of 

the Cherokee Nation; and Patrick Taylor, 

founder/ owner of Louisiana's Taylor Energy 

Company, whose "Taylor's Kids" program was 

featured on Sixty Minutes. 

The Oklahoma Chapter of Telephone Pioneers 

of America (an organization of active and retired 

telephone industry employees) and Homeland 

have formed a partnership to assist in securing 

the scholarships for teachers to attend the con­

ference. Their goal is to send a . representative 

from each of the approximately 600 school dis­

tricts in the state to the conference. 

Teachers interested in one of these scholarships, 

or anyone who would like further information, 

should contact JoAnn Proctor at 250-3734. 

ARC Leaders Plan Activities 

The Academic Resource Center Student 

Council is planning fund-raisers and educational 

projects. Under the leadership of President 

Jonathan Bartlett, ARC students are going to 

sell T-Shirts and schedule trips to the Omniplex 

in Oklahoma City and to the Oxley Nature 

Center in Tulsa. 

The ARC Student Council officers and 

representatives contribute a lot of time and 

talent to the program. Besides Jonathan, the 

officers are Todd Masters, vice-president , 

Ashley Webb, secretary/ treasurer, and Greg 

McCourt, publicity chairman. The six class 

representatives are Elliot Blosche, Kerri 

Gamble, Michael Gerlach, C. Hegdale, Adam 

Schmidt, and Pete Stevenson. 

Least Restrictive Environment 

by 

Elaine Minson 

The central concept underlying the least 

restrictive environment (LRE) mandate is this: 

the handicapped student must be placed in the 

least restrictive environment in which an 

appropriate educational program can still be 

delivered . LRE requires that the placement 

team determine the maximum level of 

integration for each handicapped child in view 

of his or her handicapping condition. 

LRE is a program placement based on a 

continuum of services : regular classroom, 

regular classroom with special materials or 

consultative services, resource/ lab classroom, 

partially self-contained classroom, full-time self­

contained classroom, special education center 

(public day school), private, residential, hospital 

school, or institution. 

Educators must strive to give a child the most 

appropriate education in an environment which 

would be least restrictive. Placement in the 

regular class is the preferred alternative, but by 

no means should it be the only alternative 

considered. The responsibility for the success of 

a handicapped student's educational program 

should be shared by the special education, 

regular education, and administrative personnel 

in the school. 
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McAuliffe has gone to the birds, or so 
it appeared January 10 when a flock 
of Canadian geese decided to take a 
rest stop on the playground. Students 
visited the geese throughout the day 
feeding them popcorn and leftovers 
from lunch. 

McAuliffe Students Become 

Citizens 

We are proud to announce two McAuliffe stu­

dents have become U.S . citizens. Second 

John & Tina Hardway 

grader Tina 

Hardway and 

third grader 

John Hardway 

traveled to Okla­

homa City Jan­

uary 8 to receive 

their citizenship 

certificates. Tina 

and John are 

originally from India. When asked how it feels 

to be a citizen, Tina and John respond with an 

enthusiastic, "Great!" 

I ~he Cornrnunica~or 
Dr. Timothy Jenney 

Superintendent of Schools 

Gretchen Haas 

Communications Director/Editor 
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Ave ., Tulsa , OK 74134-6715. Second Class postage 
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From the Elementaries . .. II 
Darnaby Encourages Young Photographers & Authors 

Fourth Graders at 

Darnaby learn the 

rudiments of photog­

raphy by making sun 

prints, a basic 

blueprint with the 

aid of sunlight. This 

activity precedes a 

unit in which the 

children make pin-

hole cameras and 

print. Teacher Sue 

Bishop is the master­

mind behind this 

wonderful and 

expressive project. 

The second graders 

at Darnaby will be 

sharing their creative 

license in the early 

spring by writing 

h D b Pr''nt art•'sts (standt'ng) their own stories and participate in a p o- a rna y sun 
Sebastian Olivares, Kevin Royal, Travis Guy 

tography contest. M' h Ba 
binding them into 

books. Parents 
(seated) Johnna McMahan and 1ca con. 

Students also write original poetry to accom- donate the materials and help with the produc-

pany the image they have selected for their sun tion of the books. 

Math-A-Thon 

Grove fifth grade students participated in Math­

A-Thon in late January. Math-A-Thon is an 

outstanding program which helps students 

reinforce their basic math skills . It employs 

creative techniques to encourage children to 

develop an interest in mathematics. At the same 

time, it provides St. Jude Children's Research 

Hospital with funds needed to continue life­

saving research, pat!cnt care, and educational 

programs whid 1 bendit children worldwide. 

Roy Clark Elementary teacher Donna 
Luke helps students Jamie Wallace, 
Courtney Hill, and Krista Garner with 
their "Whole Language" lesson. Whole 
Language is the process of relating 
one theme to several subject areas. 

"Mr. See It" at work! 

Seeing is Believing- Or is it? 

Seeing is believing - or is it? That is what fourth 

graders at Damaby and Grove were wondering 

when a giant, hand-drawn eye came alive to 

sing "The Eyeball Rap" and when Iris the Eye 

Bunny magically disappe'ired only to reappear 

later from a magic box. 

These are only two of the tricks "Mr. See lt", a 

magician with vision, used to help students 

understand the wonders of sight. With sleight of 

hand, optical illusions, rope tricks, and colored 

scarves, "Mr. See It" gave a 30-minute magic 

show that taught children about eye care, eye 

safety, and the workings of the human eye. 

Page10 __________________________________________________________________ February-Ma~. 1991 

New Year's Resolutions and Predictions 

by 

Monica Bradford 

Welcome 1991! In the Jr. High civics class we 

started the new year by writing the traditional 

New Year's Resolutions and by setting short­

term and long-term goals for ourselves. 

The students not only set their own short-term 

and long-term goals, but each interviewed two 

adults over 30 to find their goals. The results 

were very interesting. The top three goals for 

students in the next year (in descending order of 

importance) are 1) make better grades, 2) learn 

a new skill or improve one they already have, 

and 3) lose weight or improve health and fit­

ness. On the other hand, the adults surveyed 

answered 1) lose weight, 2) get a promotion or 

raise, and 3) buy a new house. 

environmental pollution increasing. The adults 

were split on this question. Half said war and 

recession. The other half said peaceful solution 

and environmental improvement. 

The long-term predictions were the most signifi­

cant. The students were still pessimistic. They 

saw world war with some nuclear weapons 

used, further environmental decay, and overall 

problems. The adults, on the other hand, were 

much more optimistic. They saw world peace, 

one world economy, and environmental clean 

up. However, some did see the "end of the 

world" and the "second coming" in this time 

span. 

This lesson was used to point out our individual 

goals of a good education, good job, and loving 

family life and to balance that with what we saw 

for the world--war, depression, and environmen­

tal decay . The students were reminded that 

"only they can make the difference." 

Did You Know?? 

More than half of all U.S. teenagers 

performed volunteer work last year, 

and nearly half contributed money to 

charities, a new poll has found . 

The national survey of 301 teenagers 

ages 14 to 1 7 was conducted by the 

Gallup Organization for the 

Independent Sector, a nonprofit 

coalition of organizations interested in 

philanthropy. 

The survey found that teenagers who 

did volunteer work averaged 3.9 hours 

of service a week, and the average 

total contribution of teenagers to 

charitable causes last year was $48. 

For the long-term goal of 10 or more years, the 

students put 1) go to college, 2) get a GOOD 

job (and they almost all knew which career 

already), 3) have children, and 4) make lots of 

money. Only a handful put "be happy." The 

long-term goals of the adults were 1) get kids 

through college, 2) retire, 3) travel , and 4} do 

something significant. 
Transportation Department Initiates Innovative Training 

The students were then asked to predict what 

the world would be like in one year and in ten 

years. Their answers were surprisingly pes ­

simistic. In one year 1) war with Iraq, 2) eco­

nomic trouble (depression, recession} , and 3) 

A change on the state level now requires 

anyone operating a Commercial Motor Vehicle 

(CMV) to pass a test for a Commercial Driver's 

License (COL) even if the operator holds a 

Chauffeur's or Commercial Chauffeur's l.Jcense. 

When icy roads took Tulsa by surprise Friday, January 4, Union bus drivers and 
Transportation Director Joe Gill demonstrated flexibility and skill by delivering 
students to their destinations safely. It was not an easy task as road conditions 
deteriorated rapidly. But they did it with the help of district mechanics and 
ground crews meeting them with sancl trucks when necessary. The 
transportation office personnel also did a splendid job. Maintenance crews 
were up extra early to shovel sand. Pictured left to right are Rande Emerson, 
Bill Poyndexter, Austin Beighle, Steve Fuller, Gene McElroy, Bob Beighle, Mark 
Schenk, Bruce Roberts, Chuck Chapman, and Dale Ross. 

School bus drivers are affected by the change, so 

the Union Transportation Department has 

developed an innovative training program. 

Transportation Communication's Repre ­

sentative David Young reports that the eight­

hour course prepares the drivers and helps to 

alleviate their test anxieties. Union is one of the 

first school districts in the state to design and 

implement such a program. 

* ATTENTION * 

If you have or know of a child or 
young person who may need or could 
use SPECIAl SERVICES, Pease call: 
Elaine Minson, Director of Special 
Services, 252-3561. 

This may include learning Disabilities, 
Hearing Impaired, Visually Impaired , 
Speech/language Impaired, Physically 
Impaired, Mentally Retarded , Emotionall 
Disturbed, etc. 

AGES: From Birth to 21 Years 
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Teachers ,Granted, 

Funds 

Approximately 70 public school teachers in the 

Tulsa area received checks recently to finance 

innovative classroom projects and Union teach­

ers were included! 

Tulsa Education Fund grant monies are avail­

able for claiming in December of each year. 

Fund spokesman Rachel Maze stated, "This 

year's competition was extremely tight but 

Union did quite well." 

The following are teachers receiving grants: 

Andersen Elementary - Larry Williams -

NASA Second Generation Tomato Seed/Plant 

Experiment - Continued work on tomato seeds 

from the LDEF Satellite. 

Boevers Elementary - Sharon Michenfelder -

Let's Cruise · an innovative geography course. 

Darnaby Elementary - Jane Kent Holt 

Meals on Wheels Art Project Coop - children's 

art delivered to Meals on Wheels recipients. Lyn 

Stephens · Book Writing for Third Graders - a 

step by step lesson on the elements of good 

writing . Judy C. Hays - Living Oklahoma 

History - an innovative history lesson. Denise A. 

Thomas · Eating the Earth - a science program 

that includes an ice cream model of the earth. 

McAuliffe Elementary · Marilyn Olsen -

Growing Up Strong (K-6) - a mental wellness 

promotion and substance abuse prevention pro­

gram. 

Peters Elementary - Cheryl Biggs and Lori 

Frieden · Special Partners in Outdoor Education 

· a program for environmental studies and out­

door survival skills. Carolyn Taylor - Super 

·Saturday Science Workshop - a day of hands-on 

learning about flight. 

Thanks to these hard-working teachers, innova­

tive teaching and fun learning have been 

planned for students at Union Public Schools. 

Thanks to the Tulsa Educational Fund, we have 

been granted the opportunity to teach students 

using divergent methods and creative tech­

niques. 

A Dream Come True 

When Melinda Conner was a stu­

dent at Briarglen Elementary, 

she knew she wanted to become 

a teacher. She was inspired by 

several of her teachers at the 

time , including Barbara 

Simmons, Tina Vassar, and Sue 

Barton. 

Thi s semester Miss Conner 

begins her teaching career at 

Peters Elementary as a colleage 

of Mrs. Simmons and Mrs . 

Vassar under principal Sue 

Barton. 

"It's like coming back home to 

everyone," said Miss Conner. 

"They've all made me feel wel­

come; they are very supportive." 

Melinda Conner helping student Erica Roterman. 

Mrs. Barton said having Miss Conner at Peters is special for her too. "It's a treat for me to see a for· 

mer student excel! and reach lifetime goals." 

Onion Teachers of the Year 

High School - Dianne Walker 

History Teacher 

Junior High School - Cheryl Ragge 

Art Teacher 

7th Grade Center - Rebecca Jones 

Geography Teacher 

Andersen Elementary - Usa Carroll 

Speech Pathologist 

Boevers Elementary -

Sharon Michenfelder 

1st Grade Teacher 

Briarglen Elementary - Jenny Hayes 

Speech Pathologist 

Clark Elementary - Janettia Usenbee 

Music Teacher 

Darnaby Elementary - Sue Bishop 

4th Grade Teacher 

Grove Elementary - Carole Javes 

5th Grade Teacher 

McAuliffe Elementary - Jackie Furbeck 

3rd Grade Teacher 

Peters Elementary· Trisha Lewellen 

1st Grade Teacher 

America's Funniest People 

Union High math teacher Rick Hader becomes 

"Myron T. Noodleman" for the cameras. 

Crewmem·r---wr~r---------~-­

bers from 

America's 

Funniest 

People TV 

about Mr . 

popularity 

as Myron 

Noodleman 

- a take-off 

of Jerry 

Lewis' nutty 

professor- Rick Hader 
and came (Broken Arrow Scout Photo) 

to Tulsa to see for themselves. 

They taped Hader's routine on January 11 i 

biology lab at Union High School. Mr. Hal 

and some of his students are now waiting to s~e 
if their segment makes it to a 7:30p.m. Sunday 

airing on the popular ABC program. 

SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR 1991-92 

Teacher Orientation 
Staff Development Day 
Teacher Work Day 
First Day of School 
Labor Day 
State Teachers' Meeting 
End First Quarter 

First Quarter: 

Begin Second Quarter 
Elementary Parent Teacher Conferences K 

(Kindergarten Students Not in Attendance) 
Elementary Parent Teacher Conferences K-6 

(All Elementary Students Not in Attendance) 

Thanksgiving Holidays 
Winter Vacation 
End Second Quarter/First Semester 

Second Quarter: 

FIRST SEMESTER TOTALS: 

Begin Third Quarter/Second Semester 
Staff Development Day 
End Third Quarter 

Third Quarter: 

Begin Fourth Quarter 
Spring Vacation 
Staff Development Day 
End Fourth Quarter/Second Semester 

Fourth Quar·ter: 

SECOND SEMESTER TOTALS: 

GRANO TOTALS: 

Days Taught 43 

Professional Days 3 

Work Days 
Holidays 

Days Taught 45 

Professional Days 0 

Work Days 0 

Holidays 12 

Days Taught 88 

Professional Days 3 

Work Days 
Holidays 13 

Days Taught 44 

Professional Days 1 

Work Days 0 

Holidays 0 

Days Taught 43 

Professional Days 1 

Work Days 0 

Holidays 5 

Days Taught 87 

Professional Days 2 

Work Days 0 

Holidays 5 

DAYS TAUGHT 175 
PROFESSIONAL DAYS 5 
WORK DAYS 1 
HOLIDAYS 18 

August 16, 1991 
August 19, 1991 (P) 
August 20, 1991 (W) 
August 21, 1991 (OT) 
September 2, 1991 (H) 
October 17 & 18, 1991 (P) 
October 23, 1991 (OT) 

October 24, 1991 (OT) 
November 7, 1991 (OT) 

November 8, 1991 (OT) 

November 28 & 29, 1991 (H) 

December 23-January 3, 1992 (H) 
January 10, 1992 (OT) 

January 13, 1992 (OT) 
January 20, 1992 (P) 
March 13, 1992 (OT) 

March 16, 1992 (OT) 
March 23-27, 1992 (H) 
April 20, 1992 (P) 
May 21, 1992 (OT) 

In the event school is dismissed for inclement weather, an equal number of days will be added to the Fourth Quarter. 

Example: In Event (1) Snow Day Used - End of Semester Will Be - May 22, 1992 
In Event (2) Snow Days Used - End of Semester Will Be - May 26, 1992 

Memorial Day, May 25, 1992, would be a Holiday. 
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Operation Deser,t Storm Touches 

th V
r ., 

_:. :;e ftiOR C •t ommun~:;y., 

SSG Danny L Good (center) passes out the supplies sent by 
members of Carolyn Nixon's class at Boevers. 

Many Union students have taken in projects recently involving our troops 

in Saudi Arabia. At Boevers, Michelle Berglund, her classmates, and her 

teacher Carolyn Nixon , have a very special pen pal in Saudi Arabia, 

Michelle's Uncle, SSG Danny L Good. Danny is a member of the 2d 

Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division in 

Saudi Arabia. In a recent letter he wrote, "We in the 2/504 Parachute 

Infantry Regiment, Battalion Communications Platoon, consider each and 

every one of you little paratroopers, honorary members of our platoon. 

As members of the platoon, you must now complete all missions, tasks, 

and chores with an 'Airborne Spirit.' His letter ended with the hope that 

he could meet each and every one of the students upon his return to the 

United States. 

Damaby first and fourth graders combined efforts before Christmas to 

collect items for Operation Desert Storm. Discussions of the region and 

the political and economic impact of the situation accompanied the col­

lection of sundry items, Christmas cards, and letters. 

Jill Fitts' fourth grade class at Grove is learning about the people serving 

1 Operation Desert Storm from Michael P. Bretz, cousin of Miss Fitts. 

tne class wrote to Mike a few months ago. He in tum has sent the class 

pictures of his plane and a box full of items indicative of the Saudi 

Arabian lifestyle - desert sand, a turban, and a pop can with Arabic writ-

ing on it. 

Carolyn Travelstead's fifth grade class at McAuliffe has been writing to 

one of her former students who is stationed in the Persian Gulf. Former 

Boever's student Kevin Scott has written several letters back describing 

life at sea including what it feels like to go through the Panama Canal and 

seeing sea snakes and dolphins. Mrs. Travelstead's students sent Kevin a 

box of goodies at Christmas. Yellow ribbons can be seen tied around 

trees at McAuliffe to remind us of our service people far from home. 

At Andersen the cafeteria wall is decorated in red, white, and blue and 

bears the names of Andersen friends and relatives serving in the Middle 

East The Seventh Grade Center, Junior High, and Union's other elemen-

As did several Union school children, Darnaby first and 
fourth graders sent Christmas gifts to the troops. 

taries have all shown their support for the troops abroad. Union High 

School students are conducting "Operation Desert Oasis," a campaign to 

solicit mail for the U.S. men and women in the Gulf. 

Many Union employees, patrons, and students have relatives serving in 

Operation Desert Storm. Our 

thoughts and good wishes go 

out to them during these 

anxious times. 
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