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SUPERINTENDENT SELECTED 
Following a th ree month search to fin d a re
placement for Superinte nd ent Dr. Wesley 
Jarman, who is retiring in Jun e, the Board, in a 
unanimous vote on January 8 , 1990, selec ted 
Dr. Timothy Jenney as the next Superintendent 
of Union Schools. 

Dr. Jenney is a native of Michigan with a master's 
degree from Western Michigan and a doctorate 
from Michigan State. Jenney has had experience 
as a teacher and wrestling coach, an elementary 
principal, assistant superintendent governing 
five schools, and is currently comple ting his fifth 
year as superi ntendent of the Parchment 
Panthers. Pa rchment is a suburb of Kala mazoo, 
Michigan, a factory city of about 200,000. 
Their school system contains 6 schools with 
2,400 students compared to Union's 11 schools 
and 8,800 stud ents. " It is definitely a big switch," 
Jenney said. " Uni on is still growing and that will 
present a cha lle nge to keep up, let alone stay 
ahead of the growt h." Previously Dr. J e nney was 
superintendent of Leland schools in Michiga n 
and assistant superintend ent of the Allegan 

- <-Ounty In termediate School District. 
Dr. Timothy Jenney 

Superintendent-Elect 

possib le. He has also indicated that he plans to 
work closely with the board and is anxious to get 
started. 

Comments made to board members, while on a 
trip to Michigan during the selection process, 
indica te that Dr. J enn ey is a man that looks to the 
future. He challenges people and makes them 
stretch. He has high expectations and is in· 
novative. Dr. DeBorde described Jenney as 
strong in curriculum an·d managing relation
ships. In comparing his current school district 
with the Union district, Jenney no ted the dif
ference in size and more personnel as the largest 
factors . "Curriculum is still curriculum and kids 
are still kids, so the programs may or may not be 
much different," he said. " I suspect they are not 
from what I can surmise, there are just more of 
them." 

Dr. J enney and his wife, Becki, have three 
children. Their daughter, Theresa, is a freshman 
at Michigan State. Their oldest son, Tim, is a 
football player and will be attending Union High 
School. Younger son, Jeff, will be attending 
Union Jr. High in the fall. 

Dr. J enney was honored at a reception on 
January 29th, hosted by the Board and Dr. 

Dr. Jenney has a strong desi re to be visible in the 
district and to be involved in the individual 
schools. " I have a lways bee n open and visible to 
my stude nts," Jenney said. "Hopefully students at Union will, in just a 
short while, know their superintendent. " He plans to spend th e first year 
trying to attend school meetings and events, meeting person nel, students, 
and parents,and seei ng as many different aspects of the dis trict as 

Jarman and atte nded by most of the school 
district's administrators. He will be making several trips to Tulsa between 
now and Jun e 3 rd, when his tenure begins. One trip this spring will include 
his wi fe and sons when they plan to get acqua inted with the area and look 
for their new home. 

* * * 
SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH COMMITTEE 

by 
Dr. Clark Ogilvie 

Many thanks are in o rder for the patrons, 
teachers, support personn el, and administrators 
who served diligently on the superintendent 
search committeP from October up to the wi nter 
break. Th ere were .32 persons selected to serve 
originally, and in the fin a l meeting almost three 
months late r, 29 were still involved in this most 
important process. 

The task of selecting potential leaders for an up 
and coming progressive school district such as 
ours was a fo rmidable one. The average com
mittee member put in between 60 to 70 hours 
over some 12 to 14 meetings to select the final 

; superintendent candidates. Some committee 
members put in as many as 100 hours, one of 
which was Dr. J ohn Hurn, science teacher a t the 
high school, a nd the committee chairman. The 
Union school district owes Dr. Hurn a debt of 
gratitude for bringing th e committee together 

and making it work successfully a nd cohesively. 
The committee evolved into a strong coalition 
that was focused on one goal, that being the 
selection of the best possible can didates for the 
leadership of the Union school district. 

The committee concluded its' business on 
12/11/89, as a list of 5 fin al candidates was 
submitted to the Union school board. They were 
Dr. Tim J en ney, superintendent of Parchment 
schools, Kalamazoo, Mich., Dr. Jerry Hill, 
assistant superintendent of J e nks schools, Dr. 
Jo hn Kessinger, superintend ent of Mclo ud 
schools in Pottawatomie County, Dr. James 
Bucha nan, superintendent of Fremont, Neb. 
schools, and Dr. Kirby Lehman, superintendent 
of Inver Grove Heights, Minn. schools. These 
candidates were a ll considered outstanding and 
any one of them was considered capable of 
lead ing Union schools into th e next decade. 

PETERS PRINCIPAL 
NOMINATED 

Sue Barton, Principa l of Peters Elementary, has 
been nominated fo r Th e Oklahoma Medal for 
Exce llence in Teaching. This award is sponsored 
by The Oklahoma Foundation For Excellence, a 
no n-profit organization created in 1985, to 
recognize and encourage exce llence in th e 
teac hing profess ion. It also strives to bui ld 
greater statewide un ity to encourage support 
and improvement of Oklahoma's ed ucational 
system. Its Board of Trustees consists of 160 
business, civic, and educatio n leaders from more 
than 50 counties. 

Nominees a re judged on the following: ad
ministrative ab ilities, community awareness and 
involvement, rapport with parents, earned 
degrees, and teac hing experience. In addition, 
the nominee must submit an essay on the 
effecti veness of public education in th e United 
States. 

Winners wi ll be recogniz ed a t an Awards Dinner 
in April, 1990. If se lected for this ho nor, Mrs. 
Barton will receive an award of $5 ,000, as we ll 
as, a fo undation medallion a nd a plaque. 
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KIDS HELPING KIDS 
by 

Patti Pitcock & Dixie Grahlman 

Research states that since 1970 a lmost ha lf of a ll 
Americans aged 5 years and o lder have ex
perienced a move. Since our society has become 
so mobile, students often need he lp in adjusting 
to their new environment. Help is on its' wayl 

Darnaby Elementary has implemented a pro
gram to assist new students called KIDS 
HELPING KIDS. Students from each classroom 
were selected and trained for this program. 
These students practiced introductions, re· 
viewed important information about Darnaby, 
and held group discussions on what being new to 
a schoo l could be like. Students selected were 
chosen based on leadership, strong communi
cative skills, citizenship, and the ir genera l 

knowledge about th eir schoo l. 

The objectives of this progra m are to help re li eve 
stress in new stud ents, improve social skills, 
communicate reliable information about our 
school, and to give new patrons a feeling of 
sat isfaction tha t th eir children will be safe, happy, 
and secure in their new schoo l. 

Th e response to this program has been very 
positive from parents, existing students, and new 
enro llees. Although teachers usua lly assign new 
students to a partn er for the first few days of 
school, a more fo rmal program is becoming 
necessary. KIDS HELPING KIDS will help a ll 
stud ents in learning to accept chao1ge in a more 
producti ve way. 

QUEST PROGRAM 
All Roy Clark fifth grade students have been 
involved in the Lions Quest Program this year for 
the first time. The filth grade teachers fac ilita te 
Quest pro jects during the school hours on 
Tuesdays as a part of the Language Arts cur
riculum. Some projects have included special 
films, guest speakers, panel discussions, and 
such. The primary goals of the quest program are 
to teach thinking skills and alternatives to peer 
related decisions, responsibility, and to develop 
strong com mitments to fami ly, school, com
munity, and to leading healthy, drug-free lives. 

A spin-off of this curriculum is the Roy C lark 
Service Club. Members have been encouraged 
to work with the community to help keep Roy 
Clark Elementary grounds clean and neat. to 
begin this endeavor, they planted flowers , raked 
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leaves, trimmed bushes, and repaired and re
painted picnic tables in the courtyard. Also, the 
Service Club sponsored Project Get-Togeth er 
for the entire school by gathering canned goods 
and other needed items for the holiday season. 

The fifth grade Service Club members are 
looking forward to doing other community and 
school projects. Those students invo lved in the 
after school organization include: 

Nicholas Ashline, Sally Bacon, Brent Bannon, 
Mike Brandes, Anje Brown, MariAnn Byrne, 
Travis Dust, Paul Gourley, Nang Hun, Ryan 
Johnston, Brian Key, Mandy King, Misty Kirby, 
Jennifer Knisley, Brian Loden, Ashley Nickle, 
Angela Mosher, Cristi Parrish, Marlena Puente, 
Justin Smith, Kiana Smith, Richard Tran, 
Timothy Walker, and Jenny Wheeler. 

CURTAIN CALL: 
TULSA SUMMERARTS 1990 

Tulsa SummerArts is looking for young artists. 
Maybe your son aspi res to be the next Dustin 
Hoffm an. Or perhaps your daughter dreams of 
writing a Pulitzer Prize winning nove l. If so, it's 
time to sign them up for Tulsa Summer Arts. 

This four week program, sponsored by the Arts 
and Humanities Counci l of Tulsa, is fo r serious 
"wanna-be's," 6th through 9 th grade students 
with a keen interes t in dance, drama, creative 
writing, music or visual arts. Those accepted to 
the program work with professional artist/ 
teachers who emphasize skills development and 
artistic training. 

The program is he ld at Central High School from 
July 2-27 . Mornings are devoted to " majors," the 
areas in which students are most interested. In 
th e a fte rnoon, participants have the opportunity 
to explore e lectives such as photography, cer· 
amics, producing a literary magazin e, and mim e. 
Puppet shows, jazz performances, folk danc ing, 
and story telling are just a few of the lunchtime 
activi ties slated for this year. 

SummerArts Director Ann Rubenstein believes 
that th e program "strength ens students' skills 
and interests while a t the same time exposing 
them to other a rtistic disciplin es ... Rubenstein 
emphasizes that SummerArts isn' t just " kid' 
stuff. " It teaches parti cipants what commitmen 
to thei r talent means and prepares them for 
future performances, auditions and interviews. 
Ma ny SummerArts graduates have been ac
cepted to advanced art programs, such as the 
Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute at Quartz 
Mounta in. 

The deadline for applications is April2 3. Tuition 
is $195. Scholarships are available and bus 
tra nsportatio n is available from Union. For 
applications, call the Arts and Humanities 
Council, 584-3333. 
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Featured elsewhere in 
The Communicator is 
an article profiling our 
new superintendent, Dr. 
Timothy Jenney. I have 
had an opportunity to 
visit with him on several 
occasions and I want 
you to know that Dr. 
Jenney is a dedicated 
administrator and will 
be right for Union 
Schools. I visited with all 
of the finalists for su
perintendent and if I 

Wesley Jarman 
Superintendent 

were choosing the new superintendent, Dr. 
Jenney would have been my choice. I look 
forward to him and his family joining us at Union 
Schools. I will assist him in any way possible to 
make his transition smooth and professional. 

HB 1017 is the vehicle we now have before us to 
finance educational reform in Oklahoma. Don't 
let them tell you that it is a tax increase only, it is a 
tax increase, but it is much more than that. It .will 
allow Oklahoma to move up the ladder in 
teacher salaries, lower class size, provide for 
merit pay, improve accreditation standards and 
provide for development of educational leader
ship. It is a good bill and s~ould be passed by the 
legislature. Attaching the Emergency Clause is 
also critical so it will become effective after the 
close of the legislative session instead of waiting 
ninety days after the session is adjourned. 

Contact your state representative and senator 
and ask for their support of HB 1017. If they 
don' t hear from you they may assume that you 
are not interested. If you don't know the name of 
your state representative or senator, call Carro ll 
Pearson in my office and she can give you the 
address and/or phone number. 

The Renaissance Program at Union High School 
fo r recognizing academic exce llence is being well 
received. My thanks to the administrators and 

staff at Union High School for their efforts. 
Academic exce llence is being rewarded at many 
other schools a lso. Get involved in your school 
and help reward those students who are 
achieving in the classroom. 

DARNABYELEMENTARY 
RECEIVES GRANTS 

The Tulsa Education Fund recently awarded 
Darnaby Elementary two classroom incentive 
grants. This program is made possible through 
the generous donations of area businesses and 
community patrons. Over 40 teachers were 
awarded checks from $100.00 to $500.00. " I've 
had my eyes on this program for over a year and 
thought it was about time that our teachers 
reaped some of it's benefits," said Patti Pitcock, 
Principal of Darnaby. 

Teachers Anna Wilson and Sue Bishop each 
authored seperate grants. Anna Wilson was 
awarded $225.00 for her book writing project 
for Darnaby Third Graders. This project takes 
place each spring when every child creates their 
own personal story through the direction of their 
teachers and with the assistance of numerous 
volunteers. 

Sue Bishop received a check for $499.00 which 
will be used for the purchase of materials to 
complete a pinhole camera project for fourth 
graders. Students learn the basics of photo
graphy and camera usage whi le making their 
own pinhole camera. 

This is the first time that a Union school has 
received monies from this foundation, which is 
sponsored by the Tulsa Chamber of Commerce. 
"These two ladies are to be commended for their 
work on this project, " said Mrs. Pitcock. Con
gratulations to Anna Wilson and Sue Bishop for 
their efforts and involvement in this program' 

SAFE BUS RIDERS SELECTED 
The Transportation Department in conjunction 
with Crusty's Pizza has honored the recipients of 
"Safe Rider of the Month" for the months of 
November and January with their Free medium 
pizza coupon. 

-NOVEMBER-
High School- Jeff Gardner & Vernon Givens 
Junior High- Joey Tegeder & Jill Cochran 
7th Grade- Mike Johnson & Amber Weber 

Andersen- Danielle Freeman & Robert Loerke 
Boevers - Rainey Garcia & Sarah Bowman 
Briarglen- Josh Ritchie & Jason Gordon 

Clark- Sarah Conklin & Kyle Roller 
Damaby- Jenny Pitts & Brittany Amilian 

Grove- Teresa Bear & Erick Garrison 

McAuliffe- Michael Phifer & Kyle Harris 
Peters- Robert Crawford & Danny Gillispie 

-JANUARY-
High School- Donna Sumpe & Eric Sample 

Jr_ High - William Martin & Shannon Flaherty 
7th Grade- Christie Johnston & Jamie Paul 
Andersen- Monique Bogus & Nicole Small 
Boevers- Laura Hardesty & Leala Sanders 

Briarglen- Colleen Gordon & Daniel Stegner 
Clark- Hany Zambrana & Ana Rios 

Darnaby-Joseph DeLustro & Julie Whitehead 
Grove- Matt Dresher & Julie Shrum 

McAuliffe- Kelley Milligan & Rachael Stout 
Peters- Ryan Miller & Blair Nelson 

SCIENCE DAY AT PETERS 

Take enthusiastic elementary students, mix them 
with dedicated teachers, and exciting science 
activities and they can amaze everyone, in
cluding themselves. They discover science is not 
a dragl 

On Saturday, January 13, 1990, 12 teache rs, 
assisted by 3 Junior High students, and 106 
students participated in "Hands-On" science 
activities from 9:30a.m. until2:30 p.m. at Peters 
Elementary. 

The idea for a "Science Day" materialized while 
Carolyn Taylor, Jane Watson, and Lori Frieden 
attended the National Science Teachers Con
vention. Being introduced to so many inspiring 
science enrichment activities, they were eager to 
offer them to students at Peters I;lementary. 
Backed with excitement from Peters teachers, 
their principal, Sue Barton, and the Director of 
Elementary Education, Ken Bibb, Caro lyn 
Taylor headed the project and plans took 
shape. 

Students rotated on a half-hour schedule. Every 
thirty minutes they changed areas and learned 
new sci ence concepts whi le pe rforming inter
esting experiments. 

Eighteen Kindergarteners spent the morning 
enjoying an activity called "Humpty Dumpty Egg 
Sharing". The activity pinpointed the 5 senses, 
ending with a brunch of scrambled eggs, de
lighting our young scientists. 

n 
Some of the activit ies for first through sixth- , 
graders were "Flying Bottle Rockets" , "Acids and 
Bases", " Water Concepts", "Crystalized Egg", 
" Electromagnets", "Silly Putty and Magic Mud", 
and " How Sound Travels". 

After sack lunches were enjoyed, the entire 
group worked in teams of two on a Scavenger 
Hunt which focused on Environmental Cleanup. 
Fourth, fifth, and sixth graders were taught a 
short course in First Aid by our nurse, J acci 
Brown. All students also had a session in the 
Computer Lab. The day ended with all parti
cipating in an activity called "Bubble Mania". 

The teachers who participated were: Carolyn 
Taylor, Lori Frieden, Sharon Willhite, J ane 
Watson, Kath ie Boyer, Jodi Styron, Linda 
Jackson, Linda Cunningham, Carolyn Rischard, 
Robin Brown, Jacci Brown (Nurse) , Sue Barton 
(Principal) , and Michelle Taylor, Jennifer Boyer, 
and Marla Manley (Junior High Students) . 

The day was so successful that plans are already 
being made for next year. "Peters Science Day" 
will be an annual event. 

Even though science concepts were presented, a 
fun day was had by all - and guess what - we 
learned science is really NOT a drag. 
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IMPACT SELECTS 
COORDINATOR 

KINDERGARTEN 
PRE-ENROLLMENT 

The Union School District now has a part-time 
Coordina to r of Drug Education who wi ll be. 
working with a ll prin cipals, counselo rs, school 
nurses, and other individuals in planning, co
ordinating, and expanding a ll drug education 
programs throughout the district. Brad Burn
ham, a senior high counselor, assumed the duties 
on December 4 continuing his counseling re
sponsibilities in the morning and handling the 
coordinato r's duties in the afternoon. 

Brad says that even though improvement needs 
to be mad e at all grade levels, his first priority is to 
work closely with the personnel at the ele
men tary schools to strengthen th e drug pre
vention programs at that leve l. Forty- four e le
mentary teachers and staff members will be 
trai ned in early summer fo r the Quest Inter
na tional Skills For Growing Program. The 
training session will be partially sponsored by the 
local Lions Club. 

As programs are expanded and more personnel 
are involved, the need for parental support will 
greatly increase. Parents are urged to contact the 
school or schools with wh ich they a re 

UNION'S OWN: 
ZACHARY TAYLOR 

Our friend, Zachary Taylor, has had cerebral 
palsy since birth and has been confined to a 
wheelchair a ll of his life. Zach is now in need of 
surgery that will cost $25,000.00 but his in
surance has refused to pay for it because they 
believe the surgery to be experimental in na ture. 
The surgery has been very successful for the last 
fifteen years and if Zach has this surgery he may 
be able to walk. 

As patrons of the Union School District we fee l 
that we cannot in good conscience deny Zach the 
freedom of walking if possible. 

Please help Zach by participating in the fund 
raising efforts. Make checks out to Union 
Seventh Grade Center. If you need additional 
information please contact Debbie Furgerson, 
R.N., 250-9541. Thank you in advance for your 
support! 

DR. WESLEY JARMAN 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
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associated and become involved with a nd 
knowledgeable about the drug education pro
grams offered there. We a ll need to make a 
concerted effort as the last decade of the nine
teen hundreds begins, to rid our nation, our 
cities, our hom es, and our schools of the drugs 
and substances that contribute so much to the 
problems with which our young people a re 
plagued. 

- UPCOMING EVENTS-
Beginning Wednesday, March 7 , Union Schools 
wi ll provide a Parent Support Group that will 
meet the first Wednesday of every month from 
7:30-8:3 0 p.m. in the Junior High Conference 
Room. 

All district parents are encouraged to attend the 
next PARENT CONNECTION meeting that will 
be held on March 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Union 
High Performing Arts Center. The guest speaker 
for the evening wi ll be Mr. Bruce S. Wilkinson, a 
nationally known and acclaimed speaker, who 
will be talking on the topic, "Leading by Example: 
For Parents Only". 

TUESDAY, MAY 1, 1990 
All children that will be five years of age on or 
before September 1, 1990 should . pre-enroll. 
Your child's birth certificate and immunization 
records should be brought to the elementary 
school in your neighborhood between 9:00a.m. 
and 3:00p.m. on Tuesday, May 1, 1990. 

A.l.D.S. EDUCATION 
Education remains the best defense aga inst 
A. I. D.S. Union High School's nurse, Joan 
Kemper, R.N., M.S., in conjunction with the 
Science Department, will be presenting A.IO.S. 
education to studen ts in all the General Biology 
classes the weekuf March 19-23. Mrs. Kemper is 
one of six state A.I.D.S. education facilitators 
trained by Oklahoma Center for A.I.D.S. Re
sources and Education (OK-C.A.R.E.). 

· Materia ls to be used in these classes will be 
available for parental review in the Union High 
School Library the enti re month of March during 
school hours. Evening hours for reviewing the 
materials may be arranged with Mrs. Kemper, 
252 -2581 , Ext. 216. 

EXPERIMENTING WITH SEEDS 
FROM SPACE 

by 
Ken Bibb, Director 

Elementary Education 

During the 1989-90 academic year, Union stu
dents in grades five through twelve will be able to 
experiment with materi als that have been in 
space for over five years. This rare opportunity is 
being provided by th e SEEDS (Space Exposed 
Experiment Developed for Students) project 
being conducted by NASA. 

On Apri17 , 1984, a spacecraft, about the size of a 
small school bus, was deployed by the crew of the 
Space Shuttle Challenger. The Long Duration 
Exposure Facility (LDEF) carried 57 sc:ience and 
technology experiments ranging from investi
gation of the evolution of galaxies to the effects of 
radiation on the ability to live and work in space. 
Origina l mission plans called for retrieval of 
LDEF by a Shuttle in just 10 months. However, 
due to the tragedy of the C hallenger explosion, 
space shuttle launches were suspended until 
September, 1988. Because LDEF has been in 
space more than 5\-'l years, it's importance has 
been great ly increased. 

Union teachers and students will be experi
menting with tomato seeds. The seeds are in five 
aluminum canisters, each containing a stack of 
four dacron bags filled with the seeds, which have 
been mounted on the LDEPs leading edge. The 
flight seeds and ground-based control seeds. 
along with instructional materia ls. are being 
distributed by NASA headq uarters to class rooms 
na tionwide. 

Larry Williams, 5 th grade teacher at Andersen, 
has been named the area coord inator for the 

NASA SEEDS project. Mr. Williams is respon
sible fo r placing SEEDS kits with schools and 
un iversities who are interested in participating in 
th e experiments. Eighty-five Kits have been 
placed so far, with new contacts being made 
every day. 
Mr. Wi ll iams attended the NASA Educators 
Conference in Orlando, Florida, February 9 -1 3. 
Activities included briefing sessions on the 
history o f LDEF. germination and viability tests. 
and workshops consisting of hands-on class
room learning experiences for late r use with the 
space expose ...! seeds. Those attending toured 
the Kennedy ;)pac<' Ce: er and were allowed to 
inspect th e LDE"' sa: .::ii re. 

Being able to participate in these experiments is a 
rare and valuable opportunity for Union studen ts 
and teachers. We are very happy to have a part in 
this history-making event. 

A special "than k-you" goes to Patricia Vines, a 
5th grade student in Mr. Williams' class and to her 
mother, Phyllis Vines for their interest and 
assistance in securing this program for Union 
Schools. 
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RECOGNITION A WARDS 
DECEMBER-JANUARY 

Liz Johnson, has been 
selected as Educator of 
the Month for Decem
ber, 1989. 

As Briarglen's P.E. 
teacher, Liz serves as a 
role model and self
esteem booste r for a ll 
students. Her concern 
and acceptance of each 
child crea tes a posi tive 

Liz Johnson atmosph ere in all her 
classes and explains 

why they anticipate P.E. days. She inspires each 
student to achieve to the best of their abil ity, and 
in return receives their love and respect. 

Prior to the annual district track meet she holds a 
Briarglen meet, giving every student an oppor
tunity to be involved. Her ded ication and en
thusiasm is contagious as each one feels like a 
winner! These qua lities of a master teacher ex
tend to her added responsibilities as Briarglen's 
Safety Patrol sponsor a nd Extended Day Pro
gram Supervisor--both before and after school. 
Liz is a cherished member of the Briarglen 
staffl 

Liz and her husband, Tim, who teaches and 
coaches at Union High School, have three 
children. Micah is a first grade student at 
Briarglen; Casey and Karly (the newborn) are 
presently at home with mom. 

*** 
Carrie Cunningham, 
Roy C lark 6th grade 
student and daughter of 
Bruce and Sharolette 
Cunningham, has been 
chosen December Stu
dent of the Month for 
Union Schools. 

Carrie has been on the 
school and Principal's 
Honor Ro ll since the 3 rd 
grade. At Roy Clark 
Carrie is a Safety Patrol Carrie Cunningham 
member and was chosen Patrolman o f the 
Month for September by her classmates. Other 
school activities include two years in Select Choir 
and helping to manage the school store. 

Activities outside of school include three yea rs in 
Camp Fire and involvement in her church's 
youth group and choir. Carrie sang in a girl's 
quintet during the summer trave ling to nursing 
homes, retirement centers, and other churches 
to perfo rm. 

Carrie's outgoing personality, sens itivity to 
others, and her ability to accept respo nsibility has 
won her this honor. Congratulations Carrie! 

Kelly Honea, chosen as 
December Employee of 
the Month, serves as an 
evening custodian at 
Darnaby Elementary. 
There have been several 
outstanding custodians 
at Darnaby and Kelly is 
one of them. Her effi
ciency and conscien
tiousness to give more 
than expected are but 
two reasons for this rec- Kelly Honea 
ognition. Ed Swalley, Night Assistant at Darn a by 
speaks for all when he says," She makes my job a 
lot easier. If I'm not there I know she wi ll take over 
and do her very best." 

In addition to her regular duties, Kelly has always 
been wi lling to accept additional duties upon 
request. Darnaby is fortunate to have Kelly. The 
staff and administration congra tulates her on this 
well-deserved recognition. 

*** 
Donna Garrison, Jan
uary Educator of the 
Month and learning 
disabilities teacher at 
Union Junior High, has 
been a signal of excel
lence for her students, 
her profession, and the 
Union community. 

Mrs. Garrison super
cedes ordinary class
room teaching and ac-
tivities; as she teaches Donna Garrison 

the basics, she instills to her students the values of 
caring, trust, loyalty, and friendship. Her pro
fessional credentials include UCTA building 
representative, Staff Development Committee, 
Teacher of the Year Committee, QUEST, and 
delegate to the OEA State Conference. Mrs. 
Garrison has also devoted time for the embel
lishment of her fell ow colleagues at the junior 
high by heading the Teacher Spotlight Com
mittee, and for the last two years, she has co
sponsored the U.J .H.S. Academic Team. Mrs. 
Garrison's time for her students and her pro
fession augments devotion to education. 

Donna is married to Joe Garrison, and mother of 
Jacqueline and Phillip. 

"A friend to all" is but 
one way that Jonathan 
Bartlett has been de
scribed by his peers and 
teachers. J onathan, son 
of Mike and Marilyn 
Bartlett and sixth grader 
at Darnaby Elementary, 
has been selected as 
January Student of 
the Month. 

Jonathan's dai ly per-
formance in school - a ll Jonathan Bartlett 
A's, varied extra-curricular activities, exemplary 
citizenship, and school service projects are rea
sons why he has been selected from over 115 
sixth graders at Darnaby. His extra-curricular 
activit ies include piano lessons (6\-'l years), 
competitive figure skating, and church involve
ment. Jonathan serves his school as a past 
Lie utenant of the Darnaby Safety Patrol, trom
bonist with the Darnaby Band, and an active 
participant in Rangers and Company, the school 
choir. In addition to these activities, J onathan 
attends ARC classes at Grove Elementary. 

J onathan's sensitivity and concern for oth ers 
adds to his popularity among students a nd staff. 
The Darnaby staff has seen a fine young man 
emerge through his seven years as a Ranger. 
Congratulations Jonathan! 

*** 
Wilma Nichols, a cus
todian at McAuliffe Ele
mentary was selected 
Employee of the Month 
for January, 1990. 

· Wilma was transferred 
to McAu liffe Elemen
tary in th e summer of 
1988 a fter working at 
the High School for six 
years. S he is very dedi-

cated to her job and is an Wilma Nichols 
extremely hard worker. She always approaches 
her responsibilities in a positive way and is very 
considerate of the teachers and students, even 
un dersta nding when those first grade students 
are sometimes messy. 

Union schools are very proud to have an 
employee like Wil ma Nichols. Congratulations 
Wilmal 

MISSING!! 
The Seventh Grade Center is try ing to locate the Union Logo wa ll hanging that used to hang 
on the stage at the o ld Seventh Grade Center. Somehow it never reached the new school 
during the move. We wo uld appreciate it if a nyon e who knows of its location would notify 
the Seventh Grade Center a t 250-9541. 
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ADDING ANOTHER 
PARTNER! 

by 
Ken Bibb, Director 

Elementary Education 

How can we help children learn to read? We 
know that when teachers and parents work 
together students can become successful in 
learning to read for information and for pleasure. 
The Tulsa County Library System wants to help, 
too. Union Schools was asked to conduct a 
workshop for area children's librarians. They 
asked for ideas and methods to be used in 
assisting parents who want to help their children 
learn to read. Two of our reading specialists, 
Sandy Mann from Darnaby and Evelyn Roberts 
from McAuliffe, conducted the workshop at 
Hardesty East Library near Woodland Hills Mall 
on January 17. 

The librarians were given information on the 
techniques used to teach elementary students to 
read, and how this learn ing can be supported and 
en hanced outside of school. A complete set of 
reading textbooks plus all accompanying teach
ing materials were shown and explained. 

The librarians learn ed the "SQ3R" method of 
study, a way of reading science and social studies 
lessons effectively. They practiced this method 
using a set a fourth grade social studies texts. 
They were also given an overview of why a few 
students find it difficult to learn to read, and how 
the school system adjusts to meet their special 
needs. 

The librarians had many questions and were very 
interested in understanding the process of 
reading instruction, so that they can ass ist 
parents seeking help. They wish to enco urage 
teachers to call upon them for help in developing 
lessons or units. They also hope that parents will 
continue to visit the public libraries with their 
child ren, both to take adva ntage of their many 
special events and to seek assistance with school 
work. They are enthusiastic about becoming a n 
active partner with teachers and parents as we 
help our ch ildren learn to read. 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
Plans for Union 's ~ummer School are presently 
bemg o rganized, and information should be 
avai lable to stu dents and parents by the week of 
Apri l 2. Summer school will be offered during 
both June and July at the high schoo l. For 
information contact either Karon Bills or Darla 
Harris at the high school after April 2 nd 
Telephone 252-258 1. · 

FINE ARTS 
by 

Ed Tackett 
Director of Fine Arts 

HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS United States. National judging is completed in 
"ANYTHING GOES" March and the nationa l exhibition is in early 

On March 7th, 8th, 9th, and 1Oth, Union High 
School will present the Cole Porter musical 
"Anything Goes" at the Union Performing Arts 
Center. 

The Union High School production of" Anything 
Goes" includes a large cast, full orchestra, 
dazzling stage sets, and gorgeous costumes. 
Musical numbers include "Friendship", " I Get A 
Kick Out Of You", "A nything Goes", "Let's 
Misbehave", and "B low, Gabriel, Blow". 

Tickets are $4.00 for adults a.nd $3.00 for 
students. Tickets will be available at the door. 
Performances begin at 7:30p.m. each evening. 

*** 
BAND CONCERTS COMING UP 

There wi ll be a band concert on March 20, 1990 
at th e UPAC beginning at 7:30 p.m. Bands 
performing will include the 7th Grade Band, 
Junior High Jazz Band. and the High School 
Symphonic Band. On March 22, 1990 the High 
School Jazz Ensemble, Eighth Grade Concert 
Band, and Ninth Grade Symphonic Band will 
perform at 7:30 p.m. at the UPAC. 

*** 
UNION MUSICIANS SELECTED 

FOR ALL-CITY ORCHESTRA 

Congratulations to the fol lowing orchestra stu
dents. These young musicians auditioned on 
Saturday, February 10 at Hale High School and 
were selected for the 1990 All-City Orchestra. 

Grove: Jesus Salazar(6) , McAuliffe: Donna 
Philips(6) , Aileen Chang(6) , and Jiminie Ha(5) , 
Briarglen: Jennifer Sewell(6) , 7th Grade: Mary 
Hayes, Anita Branstine, Jr. High: Candy 
Coonfield(8) , Anita Flynt(8) , S hannon Hines(8), 
Tom McCullough(8) , Josh McCiure(9) , Kathy 
Fincel(9) , and Kerry Linehan(9) , High School: 
Chi Duong(lO) , Debbie Lynch(lO) , Kelli 
Cox(lO) , Susie Koo(ll) , Leslie Mclntosh(ll) , 
Brian Powell(l2) , and Krista Erickson(lO). 

These students competed with over 100 other 
musicians in north eastern Oklahoma. Congrat
ulations! 

*** 
OKLAHOMA SCHOLASTIC ART AWARDS 

EXHIBITION 

Congratulations to the following Union High 
School art students whose work was selected for 
display in the Oklahoma Scholastic Art Awards 
Exhibition at the Univers ity of Tulsa recently. 
Special recognition was given to Colleen Beau
champ, a junior from Unio n High School whose 
piece was selected as a "Blue Ribbon Flnalist". 
Her piece will be forward ed to New York for th e 
national ·judging with work from across the 

summ er. Jana Hardin is the Art instructor for 
Union High School. Students with work on 
display were: Su Moon, Ron Frisby, Colleen 
Beauchamp, Gwen Christiansen, Rene Ger
schutz, Jennifer Alsup, Stesha White, and 
Brittany Miller. 

*** 
WE CAME! WE SPOKE! 

WE CONQUERED! 

Congratulations to the Union Jr. High Speech, 
Drama, and Debate students for their perfor
mance in the Sapulpa Tournament on Saturday, 
December 9, 1989. The team won 3 rd place in 
overall sweepstakes with the following individual 
winners: Curtis Cox, 3rd Place-Standard Ora
tory, Kristie Wiginton, 2nd Place-Prose Inter
pretation, Melissa Mi leff, 1st Place- Monologue, 
Jordan Weeks, 1st Place-Humorous Interpre
tation, Michelle Gibson & Lilly McMahon, 1st 
Place-Humorous Duet Acting. Other finalists 
included: Michelle Gibson, Zach Kuhlmann, 
David Paley, Emily Kyser, Cheryl Ansley, Elita 
Amanuel, Brandy Snider, Curtis Cox, Becky Lee, 
Shelly Diemart, Natalie Burton, Kim Hagman, 
and Whitney Benedetti. 

*** 
JR. HIGH WINS JENKS SPEECH CLASSIC 

Union Jr. High School has a new 3 \12 foot trophy 
thanks to the competitive speakers of Mr. 
Weaver's, Mrs. Keeler's, and Mrs. Miller's speech, 
drama, and debate classes. They won 1st place in 
the novice division at the Jenks Trojan Speech 
Classic on Saturday, January 20th. 

" It was a long day, but worth it" one proud 
contestant admitted as she climbed aboard the 
bus after 8:00p.m. They had loaded on the bus 
over 13 hours before at sun upl Principal, Mr. 
Larry Elliott was on hand to congratulate the 
orators as they received their awards. 

Kevin Davis: lst Place-Foreign Extemp 
David Aduddel/: 2nd Place-Domestic Extemp 

Lainee Pleake & Kirsten Kalinyen: 
2nd Place-Dramatic Duet 

Jeremy Martin & Steve Hill: 
2nd Place-Humorous Duet 

Jordan Weeks: 3rd Place-Humorous 
Inte rpretation (qualifies for HS.) 
Josh Cathey & John Nazari: 

3rd Place-Dramatic Duet 
Melissa Milejj: 

3rd Place-Humorous Inte rpretation 
David Paley: 3 rd Place-Foreign Extemp 

Other finalists included: Gena Shadrick, Angela 
Vassa r, Kim Hagman, Barbara Peacock Chris
tin e Harold, Nicole Fisher, Teri Br~ns tin e, 
Whitney Benedetti, Shellie Diemart, Lauren 
Pitchford. Elita Emanuel, Brenda Schnell, Chris 
Nolan, Phil Evans. Lillie McMa han, and Daton 
Lynch. 
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YOUNG AUTHORS 
"EXPRESSIONS OF THE MIND" 

To emphasize the "Year of the Reader" the 
Union Elementary A.R.C. students participated 
in the project "Written & Illustra ted By ... " This is 
David Melton's step-by-step approach that 
teaches students how to write and illustrate the ir 
own books. 

The first through sixth grade students named and 
established original publishing companies and 
began their work. All of the students acted as art 
directors and editors for their classmates. 

Due to the hard work and creative efforts of the 
young autho rs, the fina l products are out
standing! Thei r books were featured and enjoyed 
during the mo nth of January when th e A.R.C. 
students read them to classes at Grove Ele
mentary. 

Homeroom teachers, Special Service coordi
na tors, and principals were invited to attend the 
"Teacher's Tea" to view the work of their stu-

dents during staff development on February 19, 
1990. The young authors were available to 
discuss theirbookslaterthateveningat7:00 p.m. 
in the Grove Elementary cafeteria/gym. All 
parents, administrators, and community mem
bers were invited to attend this "Young Author's 
Reception". 

During the last week of February the librarians 
shared these books with their library classes. The 
books will be" Showcased" in each home school 
librar;l from Feb. 26th through March 2nd. 

A special thank you goes to all the parents who 
helped with the production of the books. Their 
:1elping hand and support made this writing 
project a great success! 

The A.R.C. facilitators are keeping their fingers 
crossed that one of these fine books will be 
published after being sent to the Landmark 
Publishing Company for national competition in 
March. 

NATURE CENTER 
IS IN THE MAKING AT MCAULIFFE 

What do muddy boots, shovels, tadpoles, and 
trees have to do with Mrs. Cody's third grade 
class at McAuliffe Elementary? A Nature Center 
is in the making' Several of Mrs. Cody's students 
and parents spent Saturday morning, February 
lOth. planting 50 Australian Pines, clean in g th e 
small creek be d flowing into the pond, and 
laughing and learning together. 

Mr. Max Black, a Resource and Information 
Specialist with the Department of Agriculture 
Soil Conservation Service, has been workin g 
with the students in the design and developm ent 
of the Nature Center. To date 50 Australian 
Pines an d 30 bird houses have arrived. The 
students are finishing plans now for a butterfly 
garden, bird and small an imal food garden, and a 
brush pile for bird and animal cover. 

On Tuesday, February 6th, class members 
Bradley Cunningham, Emily Roberts, Stacey 
Moody, Chuck Romans. Tracy Kallam, Brent 
Dressler, Aaron Duncan, Amber Warren. Tara 
Ferguson, and Stephanie Stuart spoke to the 
Tulsa County Conservation Board about the ir 
project. After each student made his or her 
presentation Mrs. Cody spoke about their goals. 
The Board approved a grant of $ 100.00 to apply 
toward the purchase of landscape timbers. sod 
for gardens. benches. and chips for the traiL 

Our students are learning the va lue of goal 
setting, team work. community involvement and 
how working together towards a common goal 
can lead to positive results. 

A Big Thank You to the following McAuliffe 
parents for their help on February. lOth; Carol 

F Gal.1 Weber Jill Abeyta. Richard Clute. erguson. · 
Jean McCleery, Tom Farrell, and Brian and Sean 
Farrell, former stud ents of Mrs. Cody. A pat on 

the back for a job well done to all of Mrs. Cody's 
third grade class. 

A special "Thank You'" to Mrs. Virginia Cody for 
spearheading this wonderful learning experi
ence is expressed by all the students at McA uliffe 
Elementary! 

JOSH RISNER 
WINS NATIONAL 
ESSAY CONTEST 

Josh Risner, Union 
seventh grader, recently 
took top honors in the 
National Health-Mart 
Drug Awareness Con
test, "HealthSmart". 
Josh submitted an essay 
refl ecting his thoughts 
on how children should 
respond when their 
heroes are discovered 
using drugs. Josh Risner 
Josh won a trip for four to Washington, D.C., a 
surprise assembly, in his honor, was held at th e 
Seventh Grade Center, and Mayor Randle 
declared January 25 , 1990 as "Josh Risner 
Day" . Congratulations J osh' 

Two othe.r Union students were also winners in 
this contest. Brian Hobbs of Darnaby won the 
picture contest for first through third graders, and 
Gail Liebel, also of Darnaby, placed first in the 
poster contest for fourth through sixth graders. 
All three winners were to compete in the natiOnal 
contest in Dallas in December. 

STATEWIDE TESTING 
TAKES ON 

ANEW LOOK 
by 

Ken Bibb, Director of Testing 

The State Board of Education selected 
the Iowa Test of Basic Skills as the 
achievement test to be utilized in the 
Oklahoma School Testing Program for 
1990. The Legislature expanded the 
achievement testing program this year to 
include grades three, five , seven, nine, 
and e leven. In addition to the state 
mandated testing, Union wil l a lso test 
sixth grade students IA(ith the Iowa Test of 
Basic Skills. The achievement test, which 
measures reading, spelling, vocabulary, 
mathematics, science, social studies, and 
research skills will be administered du ring 
th e week of March 19th. A separate 
writing test was given to students in grades 
seven and ten on February 20th. 

The new test comes with new security 
requirements set by the state. The security 
plan was implemented to ensure un iform 
test conditions throughout Oklahoma 
and to prevent unauthorized distribution 
of test materials. The most obvious 
change noticeable to students will be the 
presence of a test monitor placed in the 
classroom with the teacher. Some schools 
will be contacting parent volunteers to 
serve as monitors. Other security mea
sures include strict delivery and pick up 
procedures, special security training for 

. administrators, counselors, teachers, and 
monitors, and individually sealed and 
numbered test booklets. 

*** 
ATTENTION 

Volunteers are needed as mo nitors fo r 
testing during the week o f March 19. If 
you would be wi lling to assist, please call 
th e Union Volunteer Office, 25 2 -3561. 

~~ 
~~ ~ 

AITENTION 
If you have or know of a child or 
young person who may need or could 
use SPECIAL SERVICES, Please 
call: Elaine Minson, Director of 

Special Services, 252-3561 

\I 
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ADDING ANOTHER 
PARTNER! 

by 
Ken Bibb, Director 

Elementary Education 

How can we help children learn to read? We 
know that when teachers and parents work 
together students can become successful in 
learning to read for information and for pleasure. 
The Tulsa County Library System wants to help, 
too. Union Schools was asked to conduct a 
workshop for area children's librarians. They 
asked for ideas and methods to be used in 
assisting parents who want to help their children 
learn to read. Two of our reading specialists, 
Sandy Mann from Darnaby and Evelyn Roberts 
from McAuliffe, conducted the workshop at 
Hardesty East Library near Woodland Hills Mall 
on January 17. 

The librarians were given information on the 
techniques used to teach elementary students to 
read, and how this learn ing can be supported and 
en hanced outside of school. A complete set of 
reading textbooks plus all accompanying teach
ing materials were shown and explained. 

The librarians learn ed the "SQ3R" method of 
study, a way of reading science and social studies 
lessons effectively. They practiced this method 
using a set a fourth grade social studies texts. 
They were also given an overview of why a few 
students find it difficult to learn to read, and how 
the school system adjusts to meet their special 
needs. 

The librarians had many questions and were very 
interested in understanding the process of 
reading instruction, so that they can ass ist 
parents seeking help. They wish to enco urage 
teachers to call upon them for help in developing 
lessons or units. They also hope that parents will 
continue to visit the public libraries with their 
child ren, both to take adva ntage of their many 
special events and to seek assistance with school 
work. They are enthusiastic about becoming a n 
active partner with teachers and parents as we 
help our ch ildren learn to read. 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
Plans for Union 's ~ummer School are presently 
bemg o rganized, and information should be 
avai lable to stu dents and parents by the week of 
Apri l 2. Summer school will be offered during 
both June and July at the high schoo l. For 
information contact either Karon Bills or Darla 
Harris at the high school after April 2 nd 
Telephone 252-258 1. · 

FINE ARTS 
by 

Ed Tackett 
Director of Fine Arts 

HIGH SCHOOL PRESENTS United States. National judging is completed in 
"ANYTHING GOES" March and the nationa l exhibition is in early 

On March 7th, 8th, 9th, and 1Oth, Union High 
School will present the Cole Porter musical 
"Anything Goes" at the Union Performing Arts 
Center. 

The Union High School production of" Anything 
Goes" includes a large cast, full orchestra, 
dazzling stage sets, and gorgeous costumes. 
Musical numbers include "Friendship", " I Get A 
Kick Out Of You", "A nything Goes", "Let's 
Misbehave", and "B low, Gabriel, Blow". 

Tickets are $4.00 for adults a.nd $3.00 for 
students. Tickets will be available at the door. 
Performances begin at 7:30p.m. each evening. 

*** 
BAND CONCERTS COMING UP 

There wi ll be a band concert on March 20, 1990 
at th e UPAC beginning at 7:30 p.m. Bands 
performing will include the 7th Grade Band, 
Junior High Jazz Band. and the High School 
Symphonic Band. On March 22, 1990 the High 
School Jazz Ensemble, Eighth Grade Concert 
Band, and Ninth Grade Symphonic Band will 
perform at 7:30 p.m. at the UPAC. 

*** 
UNION MUSICIANS SELECTED 

FOR ALL-CITY ORCHESTRA 

Congratulations to the fol lowing orchestra stu
dents. These young musicians auditioned on 
Saturday, February 10 at Hale High School and 
were selected for the 1990 All-City Orchestra. 

Grove: Jesus Salazar(6) , McAuliffe: Donna 
Philips(6) , Aileen Chang(6) , and Jiminie Ha(5) , 
Briarglen: Jennifer Sewell(6) , 7th Grade: Mary 
Hayes, Anita Branstine, Jr. High: Candy 
Coonfield(8) , Anita Flynt(8) , S hannon Hines(8), 
Tom McCullough(8) , Josh McCiure(9) , Kathy 
Fincel(9) , and Kerry Linehan(9) , High School: 
Chi Duong(lO) , Debbie Lynch(lO) , Kelli 
Cox(lO) , Susie Koo(ll) , Leslie Mclntosh(ll) , 
Brian Powell(l2) , and Krista Erickson(lO). 

These students competed with over 100 other 
musicians in north eastern Oklahoma. Congrat
ulations! 

*** 
OKLAHOMA SCHOLASTIC ART AWARDS 

EXHIBITION 

Congratulations to the following Union High 
School art students whose work was selected for 
display in the Oklahoma Scholastic Art Awards 
Exhibition at the Univers ity of Tulsa recently. 
Special recognition was given to Colleen Beau
champ, a junior from Unio n High School whose 
piece was selected as a "Blue Ribbon Flnalist". 
Her piece will be forward ed to New York for th e 
national ·judging with work from across the 

summ er. Jana Hardin is the Art instructor for 
Union High School. Students with work on 
display were: Su Moon, Ron Frisby, Colleen 
Beauchamp, Gwen Christiansen, Rene Ger
schutz, Jennifer Alsup, Stesha White, and 
Brittany Miller. 

*** 
WE CAME! WE SPOKE! 

WE CONQUERED! 

Congratulations to the Union Jr. High Speech, 
Drama, and Debate students for their perfor
mance in the Sapulpa Tournament on Saturday, 
December 9, 1989. The team won 3 rd place in 
overall sweepstakes with the following individual 
winners: Curtis Cox, 3rd Place-Standard Ora
tory, Kristie Wiginton, 2nd Place-Prose Inter
pretation, Melissa Mi leff, 1st Place- Monologue, 
Jordan Weeks, 1st Place-Humorous Interpre
tation, Michelle Gibson & Lilly McMahon, 1st 
Place-Humorous Duet Acting. Other finalists 
included: Michelle Gibson, Zach Kuhlmann, 
David Paley, Emily Kyser, Cheryl Ansley, Elita 
Amanuel, Brandy Snider, Curtis Cox, Becky Lee, 
Shelly Diemart, Natalie Burton, Kim Hagman, 
and Whitney Benedetti. 

*** 
JR. HIGH WINS JENKS SPEECH CLASSIC 

Union Jr. High School has a new 3 \12 foot trophy 
thanks to the competitive speakers of Mr. 
Weaver's, Mrs. Keeler's, and Mrs. Miller's speech, 
drama, and debate classes. They won 1st place in 
the novice division at the Jenks Trojan Speech 
Classic on Saturday, January 20th. 

" It was a long day, but worth it" one proud 
contestant admitted as she climbed aboard the 
bus after 8:00p.m. They had loaded on the bus 
over 13 hours before at sun upl Principal, Mr. 
Larry Elliott was on hand to congratulate the 
orators as they received their awards. 

Kevin Davis: lst Place-Foreign Extemp 
David Aduddel/: 2nd Place-Domestic Extemp 

Lainee Pleake & Kirsten Kalinyen: 
2nd Place-Dramatic Duet 

Jeremy Martin & Steve Hill: 
2nd Place-Humorous Duet 

Jordan Weeks: 3rd Place-Humorous 
Inte rpretation (qualifies for HS.) 
Josh Cathey & John Nazari: 

3rd Place-Dramatic Duet 
Melissa Milejj: 

3rd Place-Humorous Inte rpretation 
David Paley: 3 rd Place-Foreign Extemp 

Other finalists included: Gena Shadrick, Angela 
Vassa r, Kim Hagman, Barbara Peacock Chris
tin e Harold, Nicole Fisher, Teri Br~ns tin e, 
Whitney Benedetti, Shellie Diemart, Lauren 
Pitchford. Elita Emanuel, Brenda Schnell, Chris 
Nolan, Phil Evans. Lillie McMa han, and Daton 
Lynch. 
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YOUNG AUTHORS 
"EXPRESSIONS OF THE MIND" 

To emphasize the "Year of the Reader" the 
Union Elementary A.R.C. students participated 
in the project "Written & Illustra ted By ... " This is 
David Melton's step-by-step approach that 
teaches students how to write and illustrate the ir 
own books. 

The first through sixth grade students named and 
established original publishing companies and 
began their work. All of the students acted as art 
directors and editors for their classmates. 

Due to the hard work and creative efforts of the 
young autho rs, the fina l products are out
standing! Thei r books were featured and enjoyed 
during the mo nth of January when th e A.R.C. 
students read them to classes at Grove Ele
mentary. 

Homeroom teachers, Special Service coordi
na tors, and principals were invited to attend the 
"Teacher's Tea" to view the work of their stu-

dents during staff development on February 19, 
1990. The young authors were available to 
discuss theirbookslaterthateveningat7:00 p.m. 
in the Grove Elementary cafeteria/gym. All 
parents, administrators, and community mem
bers were invited to attend this "Young Author's 
Reception". 

During the last week of February the librarians 
shared these books with their library classes. The 
books will be" Showcased" in each home school 
librar;l from Feb. 26th through March 2nd. 

A special thank you goes to all the parents who 
helped with the production of the books. Their 
:1elping hand and support made this writing 
project a great success! 

The A.R.C. facilitators are keeping their fingers 
crossed that one of these fine books will be 
published after being sent to the Landmark 
Publishing Company for national competition in 
March. 

NATURE CENTER 
IS IN THE MAKING AT MCAULIFFE 

What do muddy boots, shovels, tadpoles, and 
trees have to do with Mrs. Cody's third grade 
class at McAuliffe Elementary? A Nature Center 
is in the making' Several of Mrs. Cody's students 
and parents spent Saturday morning, February 
lOth. planting 50 Australian Pines, clean in g th e 
small creek be d flowing into the pond, and 
laughing and learning together. 

Mr. Max Black, a Resource and Information 
Specialist with the Department of Agriculture 
Soil Conservation Service, has been workin g 
with the students in the design and developm ent 
of the Nature Center. To date 50 Australian 
Pines an d 30 bird houses have arrived. The 
students are finishing plans now for a butterfly 
garden, bird and small an imal food garden, and a 
brush pile for bird and animal cover. 

On Tuesday, February 6th, class members 
Bradley Cunningham, Emily Roberts, Stacey 
Moody, Chuck Romans. Tracy Kallam, Brent 
Dressler, Aaron Duncan, Amber Warren. Tara 
Ferguson, and Stephanie Stuart spoke to the 
Tulsa County Conservation Board about the ir 
project. After each student made his or her 
presentation Mrs. Cody spoke about their goals. 
The Board approved a grant of $ 100.00 to apply 
toward the purchase of landscape timbers. sod 
for gardens. benches. and chips for the traiL 

Our students are learning the va lue of goal 
setting, team work. community involvement and 
how working together towards a common goal 
can lead to positive results. 

A Big Thank You to the following McAuliffe 
parents for their help on February. lOth; Carol 

F Gal.1 Weber Jill Abeyta. Richard Clute. erguson. · 
Jean McCleery, Tom Farrell, and Brian and Sean 
Farrell, former stud ents of Mrs. Cody. A pat on 

the back for a job well done to all of Mrs. Cody's 
third grade class. 

A special "Thank You'" to Mrs. Virginia Cody for 
spearheading this wonderful learning experi
ence is expressed by all the students at McA uliffe 
Elementary! 

JOSH RISNER 
WINS NATIONAL 
ESSAY CONTEST 

Josh Risner, Union 
seventh grader, recently 
took top honors in the 
National Health-Mart 
Drug Awareness Con
test, "HealthSmart". 
Josh submitted an essay 
refl ecting his thoughts 
on how children should 
respond when their 
heroes are discovered 
using drugs. Josh Risner 
Josh won a trip for four to Washington, D.C., a 
surprise assembly, in his honor, was held at th e 
Seventh Grade Center, and Mayor Randle 
declared January 25 , 1990 as "Josh Risner 
Day" . Congratulations J osh' 

Two othe.r Union students were also winners in 
this contest. Brian Hobbs of Darnaby won the 
picture contest for first through third graders, and 
Gail Liebel, also of Darnaby, placed first in the 
poster contest for fourth through sixth graders. 
All three winners were to compete in the natiOnal 
contest in Dallas in December. 

STATEWIDE TESTING 
TAKES ON 

ANEW LOOK 
by 

Ken Bibb, Director of Testing 

The State Board of Education selected 
the Iowa Test of Basic Skills as the 
achievement test to be utilized in the 
Oklahoma School Testing Program for 
1990. The Legislature expanded the 
achievement testing program this year to 
include grades three, five , seven, nine, 
and e leven. In addition to the state 
mandated testing, Union wil l a lso test 
sixth grade students IA(ith the Iowa Test of 
Basic Skills. The achievement test, which 
measures reading, spelling, vocabulary, 
mathematics, science, social studies, and 
research skills will be administered du ring 
th e week of March 19th. A separate 
writing test was given to students in grades 
seven and ten on February 20th. 

The new test comes with new security 
requirements set by the state. The security 
plan was implemented to ensure un iform 
test conditions throughout Oklahoma 
and to prevent unauthorized distribution 
of test materials. The most obvious 
change noticeable to students will be the 
presence of a test monitor placed in the 
classroom with the teacher. Some schools 
will be contacting parent volunteers to 
serve as monitors. Other security mea
sures include strict delivery and pick up 
procedures, special security training for 

. administrators, counselors, teachers, and 
monitors, and individually sealed and 
numbered test booklets. 

*** 
ATTENTION 

Volunteers are needed as mo nitors fo r 
testing during the week o f March 19. If 
you would be wi lling to assist, please call 
th e Union Volunteer Office, 25 2 -3561. 

~~ 
~~ ~ 

AITENTION 
If you have or know of a child or 
young person who may need or could 
use SPECIAL SERVICES, Please 
call: Elaine Minson, Director of 

Special Services, 252-3561 

\I 
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IMPACT SELECTS 
COORDINATOR 

KINDERGARTEN 
PRE-ENROLLMENT 

The Union School District now has a part-time 
Coordina to r of Drug Education who wi ll be. 
working with a ll prin cipals, counselo rs, school 
nurses, and other individuals in planning, co
ordinating, and expanding a ll drug education 
programs throughout the district. Brad Burn
ham, a senior high counselor, assumed the duties 
on December 4 continuing his counseling re
sponsibilities in the morning and handling the 
coordinato r's duties in the afternoon. 

Brad says that even though improvement needs 
to be mad e at all grade levels, his first priority is to 
work closely with the personnel at the ele
men tary schools to strengthen th e drug pre
vention programs at that leve l. Forty- four e le
mentary teachers and staff members will be 
trai ned in early summer fo r the Quest Inter
na tional Skills For Growing Program. The 
training session will be partially sponsored by the 
local Lions Club. 

As programs are expanded and more personnel 
are involved, the need for parental support will 
greatly increase. Parents are urged to contact the 
school or schools with wh ich they a re 

UNION'S OWN: 
ZACHARY TAYLOR 

Our friend, Zachary Taylor, has had cerebral 
palsy since birth and has been confined to a 
wheelchair a ll of his life. Zach is now in need of 
surgery that will cost $25,000.00 but his in
surance has refused to pay for it because they 
believe the surgery to be experimental in na ture. 
The surgery has been very successful for the last 
fifteen years and if Zach has this surgery he may 
be able to walk. 

As patrons of the Union School District we fee l 
that we cannot in good conscience deny Zach the 
freedom of walking if possible. 

Please help Zach by participating in the fund 
raising efforts. Make checks out to Union 
Seventh Grade Center. If you need additional 
information please contact Debbie Furgerson, 
R.N., 250-9541. Thank you in advance for your 
support! 

DR. WESLEY JARMAN 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

The COMMUNICATOR is written, designed, and 
printed by Beverly Chanley and Janie Froman, 
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associated and become involved with a nd 
knowledgeable about the drug education pro
grams offered there. We a ll need to make a 
concerted effort as the last decade of the nine
teen hundreds begins, to rid our nation, our 
cities, our hom es, and our schools of the drugs 
and substances that contribute so much to the 
problems with which our young people a re 
plagued. 

- UPCOMING EVENTS-
Beginning Wednesday, March 7 , Union Schools 
wi ll provide a Parent Support Group that will 
meet the first Wednesday of every month from 
7:30-8:3 0 p.m. in the Junior High Conference 
Room. 

All district parents are encouraged to attend the 
next PARENT CONNECTION meeting that will 
be held on March 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Union 
High Performing Arts Center. The guest speaker 
for the evening wi ll be Mr. Bruce S. Wilkinson, a 
nationally known and acclaimed speaker, who 
will be talking on the topic, "Leading by Example: 
For Parents Only". 

TUESDAY, MAY 1, 1990 
All children that will be five years of age on or 
before September 1, 1990 should . pre-enroll. 
Your child's birth certificate and immunization 
records should be brought to the elementary 
school in your neighborhood between 9:00a.m. 
and 3:00p.m. on Tuesday, May 1, 1990. 

A.l.D.S. EDUCATION 
Education remains the best defense aga inst 
A. I. D.S. Union High School's nurse, Joan 
Kemper, R.N., M.S., in conjunction with the 
Science Department, will be presenting A.IO.S. 
education to studen ts in all the General Biology 
classes the weekuf March 19-23. Mrs. Kemper is 
one of six state A.I.D.S. education facilitators 
trained by Oklahoma Center for A.I.D.S. Re
sources and Education (OK-C.A.R.E.). 

· Materia ls to be used in these classes will be 
available for parental review in the Union High 
School Library the enti re month of March during 
school hours. Evening hours for reviewing the 
materials may be arranged with Mrs. Kemper, 
252 -2581 , Ext. 216. 

EXPERIMENTING WITH SEEDS 
FROM SPACE 

by 
Ken Bibb, Director 

Elementary Education 

During the 1989-90 academic year, Union stu
dents in grades five through twelve will be able to 
experiment with materi als that have been in 
space for over five years. This rare opportunity is 
being provided by th e SEEDS (Space Exposed 
Experiment Developed for Students) project 
being conducted by NASA. 

On Apri17 , 1984, a spacecraft, about the size of a 
small school bus, was deployed by the crew of the 
Space Shuttle Challenger. The Long Duration 
Exposure Facility (LDEF) carried 57 sc:ience and 
technology experiments ranging from investi
gation of the evolution of galaxies to the effects of 
radiation on the ability to live and work in space. 
Origina l mission plans called for retrieval of 
LDEF by a Shuttle in just 10 months. However, 
due to the tragedy of the C hallenger explosion, 
space shuttle launches were suspended until 
September, 1988. Because LDEF has been in 
space more than 5\-'l years, it's importance has 
been great ly increased. 

Union teachers and students will be experi
menting with tomato seeds. The seeds are in five 
aluminum canisters, each containing a stack of 
four dacron bags filled with the seeds, which have 
been mounted on the LDEPs leading edge. The 
flight seeds and ground-based control seeds. 
along with instructional materia ls. are being 
distributed by NASA headq uarters to class rooms 
na tionwide. 

Larry Williams, 5 th grade teacher at Andersen, 
has been named the area coord inator for the 

NASA SEEDS project. Mr. Williams is respon
sible fo r placing SEEDS kits with schools and 
un iversities who are interested in participating in 
th e experiments. Eighty-five Kits have been 
placed so far, with new contacts being made 
every day. 
Mr. Wi ll iams attended the NASA Educators 
Conference in Orlando, Florida, February 9 -1 3. 
Activities included briefing sessions on the 
history o f LDEF. germination and viability tests. 
and workshops consisting of hands-on class
room learning experiences for late r use with the 
space expose ...! seeds. Those attending toured 
the Kennedy ;)pac<' Ce: er and were allowed to 
inspect th e LDE"' sa: .::ii re. 

Being able to participate in these experiments is a 
rare and valuable opportunity for Union studen ts 
and teachers. We are very happy to have a part in 
this history-making event. 

A special "than k-you" goes to Patricia Vines, a 
5th grade student in Mr. Williams' class and to her 
mother, Phyllis Vines for their interest and 
assistance in securing this program for Union 
Schools. 
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RECOGNITION A WARDS 
DECEMBER-JANUARY 

Liz Johnson, has been 
selected as Educator of 
the Month for Decem
ber, 1989. 

As Briarglen's P.E. 
teacher, Liz serves as a 
role model and self
esteem booste r for a ll 
students. Her concern 
and acceptance of each 
child crea tes a posi tive 

Liz Johnson atmosph ere in all her 
classes and explains 

why they anticipate P.E. days. She inspires each 
student to achieve to the best of their abil ity, and 
in return receives their love and respect. 

Prior to the annual district track meet she holds a 
Briarglen meet, giving every student an oppor
tunity to be involved. Her ded ication and en
thusiasm is contagious as each one feels like a 
winner! These qua lities of a master teacher ex
tend to her added responsibilities as Briarglen's 
Safety Patrol sponsor a nd Extended Day Pro
gram Supervisor--both before and after school. 
Liz is a cherished member of the Briarglen 
staffl 

Liz and her husband, Tim, who teaches and 
coaches at Union High School, have three 
children. Micah is a first grade student at 
Briarglen; Casey and Karly (the newborn) are 
presently at home with mom. 

*** 
Carrie Cunningham, 
Roy C lark 6th grade 
student and daughter of 
Bruce and Sharolette 
Cunningham, has been 
chosen December Stu
dent of the Month for 
Union Schools. 

Carrie has been on the 
school and Principal's 
Honor Ro ll since the 3 rd 
grade. At Roy Clark 
Carrie is a Safety Patrol Carrie Cunningham 
member and was chosen Patrolman o f the 
Month for September by her classmates. Other 
school activities include two years in Select Choir 
and helping to manage the school store. 

Activities outside of school include three yea rs in 
Camp Fire and involvement in her church's 
youth group and choir. Carrie sang in a girl's 
quintet during the summer trave ling to nursing 
homes, retirement centers, and other churches 
to perfo rm. 

Carrie's outgoing personality, sens itivity to 
others, and her ability to accept respo nsibility has 
won her this honor. Congratulations Carrie! 

Kelly Honea, chosen as 
December Employee of 
the Month, serves as an 
evening custodian at 
Darnaby Elementary. 
There have been several 
outstanding custodians 
at Darnaby and Kelly is 
one of them. Her effi
ciency and conscien
tiousness to give more 
than expected are but 
two reasons for this rec- Kelly Honea 
ognition. Ed Swalley, Night Assistant at Darn a by 
speaks for all when he says," She makes my job a 
lot easier. If I'm not there I know she wi ll take over 
and do her very best." 

In addition to her regular duties, Kelly has always 
been wi lling to accept additional duties upon 
request. Darnaby is fortunate to have Kelly. The 
staff and administration congra tulates her on this 
well-deserved recognition. 

*** 
Donna Garrison, Jan
uary Educator of the 
Month and learning 
disabilities teacher at 
Union Junior High, has 
been a signal of excel
lence for her students, 
her profession, and the 
Union community. 

Mrs. Garrison super
cedes ordinary class
room teaching and ac-
tivities; as she teaches Donna Garrison 

the basics, she instills to her students the values of 
caring, trust, loyalty, and friendship. Her pro
fessional credentials include UCTA building 
representative, Staff Development Committee, 
Teacher of the Year Committee, QUEST, and 
delegate to the OEA State Conference. Mrs. 
Garrison has also devoted time for the embel
lishment of her fell ow colleagues at the junior 
high by heading the Teacher Spotlight Com
mittee, and for the last two years, she has co
sponsored the U.J .H.S. Academic Team. Mrs. 
Garrison's time for her students and her pro
fession augments devotion to education. 

Donna is married to Joe Garrison, and mother of 
Jacqueline and Phillip. 

"A friend to all" is but 
one way that Jonathan 
Bartlett has been de
scribed by his peers and 
teachers. J onathan, son 
of Mike and Marilyn 
Bartlett and sixth grader 
at Darnaby Elementary, 
has been selected as 
January Student of 
the Month. 

Jonathan's dai ly per-
formance in school - a ll Jonathan Bartlett 
A's, varied extra-curricular activities, exemplary 
citizenship, and school service projects are rea
sons why he has been selected from over 115 
sixth graders at Darnaby. His extra-curricular 
activit ies include piano lessons (6\-'l years), 
competitive figure skating, and church involve
ment. Jonathan serves his school as a past 
Lie utenant of the Darnaby Safety Patrol, trom
bonist with the Darnaby Band, and an active 
participant in Rangers and Company, the school 
choir. In addition to these activities, J onathan 
attends ARC classes at Grove Elementary. 

J onathan's sensitivity and concern for oth ers 
adds to his popularity among students a nd staff. 
The Darnaby staff has seen a fine young man 
emerge through his seven years as a Ranger. 
Congratulations Jonathan! 

*** 
Wilma Nichols, a cus
todian at McAuliffe Ele
mentary was selected 
Employee of the Month 
for January, 1990. 

· Wilma was transferred 
to McAu liffe Elemen
tary in th e summer of 
1988 a fter working at 
the High School for six 
years. S he is very dedi-

cated to her job and is an Wilma Nichols 
extremely hard worker. She always approaches 
her responsibilities in a positive way and is very 
considerate of the teachers and students, even 
un dersta nding when those first grade students 
are sometimes messy. 

Union schools are very proud to have an 
employee like Wil ma Nichols. Congratulations 
Wilmal 

MISSING!! 
The Seventh Grade Center is try ing to locate the Union Logo wa ll hanging that used to hang 
on the stage at the o ld Seventh Grade Center. Somehow it never reached the new school 
during the move. We wo uld appreciate it if a nyon e who knows of its location would notify 
the Seventh Grade Center a t 250-9541. 
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Featured elsewhere in 
The Communicator is 
an article profiling our 
new superintendent, Dr. 
Timothy Jenney. I have 
had an opportunity to 
visit with him on several 
occasions and I want 
you to know that Dr. 
Jenney is a dedicated 
administrator and will 
be right for Union 
Schools. I visited with all 
of the finalists for su
perintendent and if I 

Wesley Jarman 
Superintendent 

were choosing the new superintendent, Dr. 
Jenney would have been my choice. I look 
forward to him and his family joining us at Union 
Schools. I will assist him in any way possible to 
make his transition smooth and professional. 

HB 1017 is the vehicle we now have before us to 
finance educational reform in Oklahoma. Don't 
let them tell you that it is a tax increase only, it is a 
tax increase, but it is much more than that. It .will 
allow Oklahoma to move up the ladder in 
teacher salaries, lower class size, provide for 
merit pay, improve accreditation standards and 
provide for development of educational leader
ship. It is a good bill and s~ould be passed by the 
legislature. Attaching the Emergency Clause is 
also critical so it will become effective after the 
close of the legislative session instead of waiting 
ninety days after the session is adjourned. 

Contact your state representative and senator 
and ask for their support of HB 1017. If they 
don' t hear from you they may assume that you 
are not interested. If you don't know the name of 
your state representative or senator, call Carro ll 
Pearson in my office and she can give you the 
address and/or phone number. 

The Renaissance Program at Union High School 
fo r recognizing academic exce llence is being well 
received. My thanks to the administrators and 

staff at Union High School for their efforts. 
Academic exce llence is being rewarded at many 
other schools a lso. Get involved in your school 
and help reward those students who are 
achieving in the classroom. 

DARNABYELEMENTARY 
RECEIVES GRANTS 

The Tulsa Education Fund recently awarded 
Darnaby Elementary two classroom incentive 
grants. This program is made possible through 
the generous donations of area businesses and 
community patrons. Over 40 teachers were 
awarded checks from $100.00 to $500.00. " I've 
had my eyes on this program for over a year and 
thought it was about time that our teachers 
reaped some of it's benefits," said Patti Pitcock, 
Principal of Darnaby. 

Teachers Anna Wilson and Sue Bishop each 
authored seperate grants. Anna Wilson was 
awarded $225.00 for her book writing project 
for Darnaby Third Graders. This project takes 
place each spring when every child creates their 
own personal story through the direction of their 
teachers and with the assistance of numerous 
volunteers. 

Sue Bishop received a check for $499.00 which 
will be used for the purchase of materials to 
complete a pinhole camera project for fourth 
graders. Students learn the basics of photo
graphy and camera usage whi le making their 
own pinhole camera. 

This is the first time that a Union school has 
received monies from this foundation, which is 
sponsored by the Tulsa Chamber of Commerce. 
"These two ladies are to be commended for their 
work on this project, " said Mrs. Pitcock. Con
gratulations to Anna Wilson and Sue Bishop for 
their efforts and involvement in this program' 

SAFE BUS RIDERS SELECTED 
The Transportation Department in conjunction 
with Crusty's Pizza has honored the recipients of 
"Safe Rider of the Month" for the months of 
November and January with their Free medium 
pizza coupon. 

-NOVEMBER-
High School- Jeff Gardner & Vernon Givens 

Junior High- Joey Tegeder & Jill Cochran 
7th Grade- Mike Johnson & Amber Weber 

Andersen- Danielle Freeman & Robert Loerke 
Boevers - Rainey Garcia & Sarah Bowman 
Briarglen- Josh Ritchie & Jason Gordon 

Clark- Sarah Conklin & Kyle Roller 
Damaby- Jenny Pitts & Brittany Amilian 

Grove- Teresa Bear & Erick Garrison 

McAuliffe- Michael Phifer & Kyle Harris 
Peters- Robert Crawford & Danny Gillispie 

-JANUARY-
High School- Donna Sumpe & Eric Sample 

Jr_ High - William Martin & Shannon Flaherty 
7th Grade- Christie Johnston & Jamie Paul 
Andersen- Monique Bogus & Nicole Small 
Boevers- Laura Hardesty & Leala Sanders 

Briarglen- Colleen Gordon & Daniel Stegner 
Clark- Hany Zambrana & Ana Rios 

Darnaby-Joseph DeLustro & Julie Whitehead 
Grove- Matt Dresher & Julie Shrum 

McAuliffe- Kelley Milligan & Rachael Stout 
Peters- Ryan Miller & Blair Nelson 

SCIENCE DAY AT PETERS 

Take enthusiastic elementary students, mix them 
with dedicated teachers, and exciting science 
activities and they can amaze everyone, in
cluding themselves. They discover science is not 
a dragl 

On Saturday, January 13, 1990, 12 teache rs, 
assisted by 3 Junior High students, and 106 
students participated in "Hands-On" science 
activities from 9:30a.m. until2:30 p.m. at Peters 
Elementary. 

The idea for a "Science Day" materialized while 
Carolyn Taylor, Jane Watson, and Lori Frieden 
attended the National Science Teachers Con
vention. Being introduced to so many inspiring 
science enrichment activities, they were eager to 
offer them to students at Peters I;lementary. 
Backed with excitement from Peters teachers, 
their principal, Sue Barton, and the Director of 
Elementary Education, Ken Bibb, Caro lyn 
Taylor headed the project and plans took 
shape. 

Students rotated on a half-hour schedule. Every 
thirty minutes they changed areas and learned 
new sci ence concepts whi le pe rforming inter
esting experiments. 

Eighteen Kindergarteners spent the morning 
enjoying an activity called "Humpty Dumpty Egg 
Sharing". The activity pinpointed the 5 senses, 
ending with a brunch of scrambled eggs, de
lighting our young scientists. 

n 
Some of the activit ies for first through sixth- , 
graders were "Flying Bottle Rockets" , "Acids and 
Bases", " Water Concepts", "Crystalized Egg", 
" Electromagnets", "Silly Putty and Magic Mud", 
and " How Sound Travels". 

After sack lunches were enjoyed, the entire 
group worked in teams of two on a Scavenger 
Hunt which focused on Environmental Cleanup. 
Fourth, fifth, and sixth graders were taught a 
short course in First Aid by our nurse, J acci 
Brown. All students also had a session in the 
Computer Lab. The day ended with all parti
cipating in an activity called "Bubble Mania". 

The teachers who participated were: Carolyn 
Taylor, Lori Frieden, Sharon Willhite, J ane 
Watson, Kath ie Boyer, Jodi Styron, Linda 
Jackson, Linda Cunningham, Carolyn Rischard, 
Robin Brown, Jacci Brown (Nurse) , Sue Barton 
(Principal) , and Michelle Taylor, Jennifer Boyer, 
and Marla Manley (Junior High Students) . 

The day was so successful that plans are already 
being made for next year. "Peters Science Day" 
will be an annual event. 

Even though science concepts were presented, a 
fun day was had by all - and guess what - we 
learned science is really NOT a drag. 
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SUPERINTENDENT SELECTED 
Following a th ree month search to fin d a re
placement for Superinte nd ent Dr. Wesley 
Jarman, who is retiring in Jun e, the Board, in a 
unanimous vote on January 8 , 1990, selec ted 
Dr. Timothy Jenney as the next Superintendent 
of Union Schools. 

Dr. Jenney is a native of Michigan with a master's 
degree from Western Michigan and a doctorate 
from Michigan State. Jenney has had experience 
as a teacher and wrestling coach, an elementary 
principal, assistant superintendent governing 
five schools, and is currently comple ting his fifth 
year as superi ntendent of the Parchment 
Panthers. Pa rchment is a suburb of Kala mazoo, 
Michigan, a factory city of about 200,000. 
Their school system contains 6 schools with 
2,400 students compared to Union's 11 schools 
and 8,800 stud ents. " It is definitely a big switch," 
Jenney said. " Uni on is still growing and that will 
present a cha lle nge to keep up, let alone stay 
ahead of the growt h." Previously Dr. J e nney was 
superintendent of Leland schools in Michiga n 
and assistant superintend ent of the Allegan 

- <-Ounty In termediate School District. 
Dr. Timothy Jenney 

Superintendent-Elect 

possib le. He has also indicated that he plans to 
work closely with the board and is anxious to get 
started. 

Comments made to board members, while on a 
trip to Michigan during the selection process, 
indica te that Dr. J enn ey is a man that looks to the 
future. He challenges people and makes them 
stretch. He has high expectations and is in· 
novative. Dr. DeBorde described Jenney as 
strong in curriculum an·d managing relation
ships. In comparing his current school district 
with the Union district, Jenney no ted the dif
ference in size and more personnel as the largest 
factors . "Curriculum is still curriculum and kids 
are still kids, so the programs may or may not be 
much different," he said. " I suspect they are not 
from what I can surmise, there are just more of 
them." 

Dr. J enney and his wife, Becki, have three 
children. Their daughter, Theresa, is a freshman 
at Michigan State. Their oldest son, Tim, is a 
football player and will be attending Union High 
School. Younger son, Jeff, will be attending 
Union Jr. High in the fall. 

Dr. J enney was honored at a reception on 
January 29th, hosted by the Board and Dr. 

Dr. Jenney has a strong desi re to be visible in the 
district and to be involved in the individual 
schools. " I have a lways bee n open and visible to 
my stude nts," Jenney said. "Hopefully students at Union will, in just a 
short while, know their superintendent. " He plans to spend th e first year 
trying to attend school meetings and events, meeting person nel, students, 
and parents,and seei ng as many different aspects of the dis trict as 

Jarman and atte nded by most of the school 
district's administrators. He will be making several trips to Tulsa between 
now and Jun e 3 rd, when his tenure begins. One trip this spring will include 
his wi fe and sons when they plan to get acqua inted with the area and look 
for their new home. 

* * * 
SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH COMMITTEE 

by 
Dr. Clark Ogilvie 

Many thanks are in o rder for the patrons, 
teachers, support personn el, and administrators 
who served diligently on the superintendent 
search committeP from October up to the wi nter 
break. Th ere were .32 persons selected to serve 
originally, and in the fin a l meeting almost three 
months late r, 29 were still involved in this most 
important process. 

The task of selecting potential leaders for an up 
and coming progressive school district such as 
ours was a fo rmidable one. The average com
mittee member put in between 60 to 70 hours 
over some 12 to 14 meetings to select the final 

; superintendent candidates. Some committee 
members put in as many as 100 hours, one of 
which was Dr. J ohn Hurn, science teacher a t the 
high school, a nd the committee chairman. The 
Union school district owes Dr. Hurn a debt of 
gratitude for bringing th e committee together 

and making it work successfully a nd cohesively. 
The committee evolved into a strong coalition 
that was focused on one goal, that being the 
selection of the best possible can didates for the 
leadership of the Union school district. 

The committee concluded its' business on 
12/11/89, as a list of 5 fin al candidates was 
submitted to the Union school board. They were 
Dr. Tim J en ney, superintendent of Parchment 
schools, Kalamazoo, Mich., Dr. Jerry Hill, 
assistant superintendent of J e nks schools, Dr. 
Jo hn Kessinger, superintend ent of Mclo ud 
schools in Pottawatomie County, Dr. James 
Bucha nan, superintendent of Fremont, Neb. 
schools, and Dr. Kirby Lehman, superintendent 
of Inver Grove Heights, Minn. schools. These 
candidates were a ll considered outstanding and 
any one of them was considered capable of 
lead ing Union schools into th e next decade. 

PETERS PRINCIPAL 
NOMINATED 

Sue Barton, Principa l of Peters Elementary, has 
been nominated fo r Th e Oklahoma Medal for 
Exce llence in Teaching. This award is sponsored 
by The Oklahoma Foundation For Excellence, a 
no n-profit organization created in 1985, to 
recognize and encourage exce llence in th e 
teac hing profess ion. It also strives to bui ld 
greater statewide un ity to encourage support 
and improvement of Oklahoma's ed ucational 
system. Its Board of Trustees consists of 160 
business, civic, and educatio n leaders from more 
than 50 counties. 

Nominees a re judged on the following: ad
ministrative ab ilities, community awareness and 
involvement, rapport with parents, earned 
degrees, and teac hing experience. In addition, 
the nominee must submit an essay on the 
effecti veness of public education in th e United 
States. 

Winners wi ll be recogniz ed a t an Awards Dinner 
in April, 1990. If se lected for this ho nor, Mrs. 
Barton will receive an award of $5 ,000, as we ll 
as, a fo undation medallion a nd a plaque. 
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KIDS HELPING KIDS 
by 

Patti Pitcock & Dixie Grahlman 

Research states that since 1970 a lmost ha lf of a ll 
Americans aged 5 years and o lder have ex
perienced a move. Since our society has become 
so mobile, students often need he lp in adjusting 
to their new environment. Help is on its' wayl 

Darnaby Elementary has implemented a pro
gram to assist new students called KIDS 
HELPING KIDS. Students from each classroom 
were selected and trained for this program. 
These students practiced introductions, re· 
viewed important information about Darnaby, 
and held group discussions on what being new to 
a schoo l could be like. Students selected were 
chosen based on leadership, strong communi
cative skills, citizenship, and the ir genera l 

knowledge about th eir schoo l. 

The objectives of this progra m are to help re li eve 
stress in new stud ents, improve social skills, 
communicate reliable information about our 
school, and to give new patrons a feeling of 
sat isfaction tha t th eir children will be safe, happy, 
and secure in their new schoo l. 

Th e response to this program has been very 
positive from parents, existing students, and new 
enro llees. Although teachers usua lly assign new 
students to a partn er for the first few days of 
school, a more fo rmal program is becoming 
necessary. KIDS HELPING KIDS will help a ll 
stud ents in learning to accept chao1ge in a more 
producti ve way. 

QUEST PROGRAM 
All Roy Clark fifth grade students have been 
involved in the Lions Quest Program this year for 
the first time. The filth grade teachers fac ilita te 
Quest pro jects during the school hours on 
Tuesdays as a part of the Language Arts cur
riculum. Some projects have included special 
films, guest speakers, panel discussions, and 
such. The primary goals of the quest program are 
to teach thinking skills and alternatives to peer 
related decisions, responsibility, and to develop 
strong com mitments to fami ly, school, com
munity, and to leading healthy, drug-free lives. 

A spin-off of this curriculum is the Roy C lark 
Service Club. Members have been encouraged 
to work with the community to help keep Roy 
Clark Elementary grounds clean and neat. to 
begin this endeavor, they planted flowers , raked 
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leaves, trimmed bushes, and repaired and re
painted picnic tables in the courtyard. Also, the 
Service Club sponsored Project Get-Togeth er 
for the entire school by gathering canned goods 
and other needed items for the holiday season. 

The fifth grade Service Club members are 
looking forward to doing other community and 
school projects. Those students invo lved in the 
after school organization include: 

Nicholas Ashline, Sally Bacon, Brent Bannon, 
Mike Brandes, Anje Brown, MariAnn Byrne, 
Travis Dust, Paul Gourley, Nang Hun, Ryan 
Johnston, Brian Key, Mandy King, Misty Kirby, 
Jennifer Knisley, Brian Loden, Ashley Nickle, 
Angela Mosher, Cristi Parrish, Marlena Puente, 
Justin Smith, Kiana Smith, Richard Tran, 
Timothy Walker, and Jenny Wheeler. 

CURTAIN CALL: 
TULSA SUMMERARTS 1990 

Tulsa SummerArts is looking for young artists. 
Maybe your son aspi res to be the next Dustin 
Hoffm an. Or perhaps your daughter dreams of 
writing a Pulitzer Prize winning nove l. If so, it's 
time to sign them up for Tulsa Summer Arts. 

This four week program, sponsored by the Arts 
and Humanities Counci l of Tulsa, is fo r serious 
"wanna-be's," 6th through 9 th grade students 
with a keen interes t in dance, drama, creative 
writing, music or visual arts. Those accepted to 
the program work with professional artist/ 
teachers who emphasize skills development and 
artistic training. 

The program is he ld at Central High School from 
July 2-27 . Mornings are devoted to " majors," the 
areas in which students are most interested. In 
th e a fte rnoon, participants have the opportunity 
to explore e lectives such as photography, cer· 
amics, producing a literary magazin e, and mim e. 
Puppet shows, jazz performances, folk danc ing, 
and story telling are just a few of the lunchtime 
activi ties slated for this year. 

SummerArts Director Ann Rubenstein believes 
that th e program "strength ens students' skills 
and interests while a t the same time exposing 
them to other a rtistic disciplin es ... Rubenstein 
emphasizes that SummerArts isn' t just " kid' 
stuff. " It teaches parti cipants what commitmen 
to thei r talent means and prepares them for 
future performances, auditions and interviews. 
Ma ny SummerArts graduates have been ac
cepted to advanced art programs, such as the 
Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute at Quartz 
Mounta in. 

The deadline for applications is April2 3. Tuition 
is $195. Scholarships are available and bus 
tra nsportatio n is available from Union. For 
applications, call the Arts and Humanities 
Council, 584-3333. 


