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Geraldine Smith and Delo ris Sligh are sho wn with a pos ter at 
Grove Elem e n"tary. 

Darnaby Elementary support personnel are shown with a poster 

prepared by students. 

Uni on High School support staff was presented flowers and 

lun cheon platters. 

Dr. Wesley Jarman presented a carnatio11 to administrative 
secretaries and had coffee and donuts with the service center 

personnel. 

-- --,.., 
11-aks! 
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Posters lined the walls at Briarglen Elementary. 

Support Personnel 
Honored 

I am proud to show the positive attitude of our Support Per
sonnel in the above pictures. Administrative staffs and school 
staffs do a good job in saying "We Appreciate" our great support 
personnel staffs. 

When you realize the very important function of each section of 
our support system - we say - we are proud of our school bus 
operators and the men on the staff that keep wheels rolling. We 
are proud of our Cafeteria staff and all the great lunches they 
serve. We are proud of our maintenance and custodial staff and 
how clean and beautiful they keep our schools and grounds. The 
warehouse and delivery personnel also provide daily services of 
transporting supplies in a most efficient manner. We are proud of 
our secretarial staffs and the above and beyond daily task they do 
that makes for a warm feeling in our schools and Administration 
Building. We are proud of our aides who make teachers lives 
more liveable and produce volumes of materials for boys and 
girls." Afterall" that is what each one of these groups work toward 
each school day- making a better education climate for young 
people in Union Schools. 

James Patton 
Assistant Superintende nt/ 

Business Management 
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Redskin Talk 

Winter Sports Drawing Near 

Gil Cloud 

The fall sports are winding 
down and winter is just a jump 
shot away. 

Coach Joe Holladay expects 
his Redskin roundballers to 
improve this year while still 
being young in some areas. 
Coach Holladay will be assis
ted by Mark Dobbins and Kelly 
Clarke. 

Dobbins and Clarke handle 
Director of Athletics the junior varsity and sopho-

more teams respectively. Dobbins also coordinates the highly 
succesful elementary basketball program which will begin in 
December and run through the first weekend in March. 

Junior High basketball coaches include: 9th grade, David 
Hudson and Jack Dobbins; 8th grade, David Hall and Tony 
Martray; and 7th grade, Bob Buck and Ray Snider. 

Coach Ron Evans will begin his second year at Union and take 
the helm as the girls head coach for the first time. After highly 
successful boys and girls teams in Oklahoma and California 
Evans returned to the area last year and served as an assistan~ 
coach in the girls program. 

His Lady Redskins will be very young and might take some time 
to develop but by the end of the season the hard work will show 
improvement 

He is assisted by Cheryl Ford who begins her third season here 
at Union. 

Junior High coaches include 9th grade, Edie Allen; 8th grade, 
Kelly Clarke; and 7th grade, Benny Cotton and Larry Elliott 

The boys and girls schedules will include our Frontier Confer
ence goes plus Broken Arrow, Mustang, Moore and Hale. As well 
as attending our tournament the girls will go to J enks and the boys 
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to Springfield, Missouri. 
Bill West starts his 6th season as the Redskin Wrestling mentor. 

Coach West returned 11 of 13 starters from his team which 
placed 5th in the state last season. West is assisted by Chris Keller 
and Tim Johnson. The Junior High coaches will be Bill Ricci 
(former Kelley Head Coach) and Tom O'Malley. 

The gymnastics team will be coached by Cheri Wallace, a 
former Union cheerleader and Oklahoma State University 
gymnast. Coach Wallace has a young team but they have been 
working extremely hard getting ready for the season to begin. 

The elementary wrestling and basketball programs are under 
way. If your son or daughter needs information relative to these 
programs, call our office at 252-3561 and we can direct you to 
the proper person for e nrollm ent in these programs. A fee of 
$15.00 is charged which includes a uniform, a patch, certificate, 
practice time and officials. 

The wrestling program will start November 1 and run until 
January 13. The basketball program will start practice in Decem
ber and games will begin January 13 and continue until March 
3rd. 

-Comment-
Miss Leigh Ann Stewa rt is to be co ngratula ted on her selection to 

th e All-Am erican Drill Team which will assemble in Dallas during 
December for performances there and in Mexico. 

I also want to congratulate Tacy Joffe, Bil Canfield, Cynthia 
Broderick, Travis Copeland and Kevin Krieser for bei ng National 
Merit Semifinalists. These stude nts prove that in spite of what 
some might think, academics come first and foremost in the Un ion 
Public Schools. 

Second Class Postage 
Pa id at Tulsa. Oklahoma 
USPS 097530 
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From The Superintendent's Desk 

Instructional Materials Purchased Underway 
The Union Board of Education has 

recently designated an additional 
$200,000 of General Fund money to 
be spent by the schools on instruc
tional materials and equipment This 
is in addition to the regular building 
budgets they receive each year. The 
money was appropriated to the 
schools on the basis of $28.00 per 
student in enrollment The Board has 
designated that the money be spent 
on instructional needs. I think this 
reflects the interest of the Board in 

Dr. Wesley Jarman improving the academic climate. The 

administration is in the process of completing the purchasing of 
those items requisitioned by the principals and teachers. 

In addition to the instructional materials in each of the nine 
schools in the district, equipment was approved for the new 
science wing at the High School, the home economics area, the 
Performing Arts Center and some additional equipment at the 
Service Center. When our High School construction is comple
ted, hopefully soon, the science wing will be one of the finest 
facilities of its kind in the area. The Performing Arts Center will 
allow our students to perform in grand style with all the acces
sories needed. We see the Performing Arts Center as a general 
use area so that all schools in the district will find use for it. The 
administrative wing also contains some classrooms as well as 
administrative offices. The downstairs atrium area will be 
equipped with planters and some lounge seating for students. I 
hope each of you will make it a point to go see these faciliti es when 
they are complete. 

The Board and administration have had numerous inquiries as 
to why Union doesn't acquire Thoreau Junior High School that 
was recently closed by Tulsa Public Schools. I can ass ure you that 
the situation has been thoroughly studied. By state law we could 
not purchase a site outside our District boundaries. This territory 
would have to be annexed to Un ion, a monumental if not im
possible task! The Union Board of Education and myself took 
advantage of the hospitality of the principal at Thoreau. Mr. Leo 
Turner, and took a guided tour of the entire facili ty one Satur
day. 

The following explanation is not meant in any way to be critical 
of Thoreau Junior High School but merely points out our reasons 
for not further pursuing the purchase of the site. 

The buiding was designed for not more than 800-900 stu
dents. Our prototype is designed for 1200 students which more 
nearly fits our expansion plans. After our tour, the Board, in 
informal discussion. thought the building would be worth 3-4 
million dollars. In all fairness to the Tulsa Board of Education. the 
land alone- a 20 acre site- will no doubt sell for more than four 
million dollars, we would have to put a considerable amount of 
money into expansion and remodeling which would put us at 
what we consider would be the cost of our prototype junior high 
school. 

While this is a condensed vers ion of our evaluation of the 
Thoreau site, there has been considerable discussion and investi
gation into this possibility and I am of the opinion that at this time 
we should not pursue this venture. 

Union High School 
DECA Clown Troupe 
Each year. the DECA students make their own clown costumes 

for community involvement. They have about twenty students 
participating. The DECA High School students participate in 
elementary activities. parades. and virtually anything you want 
them for. The will even do a grand opening of a business. The 
students clowns laugh. they cry. they make people happy. They 
wi ll even teach you to dance u job. For more information contact 
Pamela Wallace. Un ion High School 252-258 1. 
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Parent-Teacher Conferences Scheduled 
by Don R. Irvin, Director of Elementary Education 

The Union School District has designated November 15, 16, 
and 17, 1983, as the dates for parent-teacher conferences. 
Morning kindergarten will dismiss at 10:00 am. Afternoon kin
dergarten and grades one through six will dismiss at 1:30 p.m. 

What is a parent-teacher conference? A parent-teacher con
ference is one of the many steps educators take to work with 
parents to build their child's educational program. Report cards, 
notes and progress reports have their advantages, but the parent
teacher conference has one thing more- it's a chance for the 
teacher to get together with the parent in person to discuss their 
child's education. 
A PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCE GIVES A PARENT A 
* chance to get to know their child's teacher or teachers; 
* learn about the school and cirriculum; 
* discuss their child's strengths and weaknesses in various areas 
ITS A CHANCE FOR PARENTS TO 
* ask questions; 
* give teachers information that will help them understand their 

child's needs; 
* work with the teacher and school in planning the child's school 

year 
TO PREPARE FOR THE CONFERENCE THE PARENT 
SHOULD 
* make a list of things that will help the teacher understand the 

child better, 
* any special health needs or problems; 
* outside interests and hobbies; 
* feelings about school 
PARENTS SHOULD MAKE A LIST OF THINGS TO FIND OUT 
FROM THE TEACHER 
* services and programs the school offers; 
* grading procedure and policy; 
* daily schedule; 
* homework policy; 
* health and safety programs 
THE TEACHER WILL TALK ABOUT THE CHILD'S SCHOOL 

PROGRESS 
* ability to do school work; 
* current level in reading and math, including some samples of 

work he or she has done; 
* the books and materials the child is using 
THE TEACHER WILL DISCUSS THE CHILD'S SOCIAL 

PROGRESS 
* how the child gets along with others; 
* how the child feels about self, 
* behavior in and out of class 
THE TEACHER WILL TELL THE PARENTS 
* the child's strengths and weaknesses in school; 
* any observations that can be helpful whether the child may 

have trouble hearing or seeing, etc. 
PARENTS CAN HELP BY GIVING THE TEACHER ANY 
INFORMATION THAT WILL BE HELPFUL TO UNDERSTAND 
THE CHILD BETTER 
* important experiences that may be affecting the child (death ·in 

the family, a best friend moving away, etc.) ; 
* special medical needs; 
* study habits at home; 
* after school activities, special interests; 
* feelings toward school 

When the conference is over, the Union School District sin
cerely endorses a better understanding by both the parents and 
teacher of all aspects concerning the child's school experience. 
The parents should know more about their child's strengths, 
weaknesses, special abilities and current performance. Working 
together will produce positive results and the most important 
product, the child and his/her educational endeavor. 

Becky Denson, lef~ was the October Employee of the Month and 
Max Pope was the Educator of the Month. Mrs. Denson is the 
Union Junior High School secretary and Pope is a math teacher 

at Union High School. 

October Educator, 
Employee Named 

Max Pope, a Union High School math teacher, is the October 
Educator of the Month. 

Max's name should be "Mr. Trig," as he is what all math 
teachers should strive to be. He calmly and quietly approaches 
each class everyday with an air of competency which the students 
never question. 

He is very professional in his dealing with students, teachers 
and parents. He is always cooperative, personable and patient 
and lends his knowledge and his ability when needed 

The students and fellow teachers respect his teaching ability 
and you never hear any complaints about the way he teaches or 

his grading. . 
Becky Denson, Union Junior High School secretary, IS the 

October Employee of the Month. . . 
Ms. Denson is the' right arm' of the junior high and mamtams a 

professional profile despite being continually interr~pted on 
what she is working on and immediately and congemally gets 
what is needed or asked for. . 

She always has a smile and never a negative remark ~h~ IS 

exceptionally positive about her job, the schoo~ and th~ d1stnct. 
She does all projects as if they were a special project and IS always 
dependable and punctual 

If there was an individual that spreads positive "PR" for the 
Union District, it is Becky Denson. 
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Puppetry 'Co01es Alive' In Media Centers 
A puppet is an inanimate collection of various materials that 

suddenly assumes life-like qualities when activated by someone. 
Media specialists and students are using them as a medium 
through which children express themselves, often in a role-play
ing fashion. The media specialist often uses them to make story
telling more interesting or to lend variety to the teaching of library 
skills. Because the puppet operator is generally not seen, the 
anonymity that results can lead to a freer expression and a less 
inhibited activity on the part of the child. 

Boevers and Peters Elementaries have puppet theaters. Ms. 
Jan Underhill, Beevers' librarian, teaches a unit on puppetry to 
sixth graders who then write original plays and skits. 

The medium became so popular with students Ms. Underhill 
added sixty-nine puppets to her collection, and this year is check
ing them out to students. There has been tremendous response to 
this activity. She has already circulated them over three hundred 
times. The P. T.A helped her acquire this collection, and they are 
already planning to add more. 

We would like to express our appreciation to the P. T.A groups 
at Boevers and Peters for their help with these projects. We are 
especially thankful to Chris and Candy Dunn for building the 
puppet theater for Peters and to Jan Kiper, Cyndi Angle, and 
Katie Nelson for making curtains for it This is a great addition to 
the school media program, and the students will enjoy it for many 
years. 

Games Students Play 
Staff development means many things to many different 

people. For the media specialists at Union it was a five hour 
workshop in developing games and learning centers to help 
expand children's interests in reading. The games will also assist 
with teaching functional library skills. 

Susan Silva and Ellen Decker, Tulsa Public School Media 
Specialists, were the leaders for the workshop. They are con· 
sidered to be experts in developing creative ideas to motivate 
children to read. There were many examples shown to assist with 
teaching a variety of skills including research. 

The "home-made" games utilize simple, commonplace 
materials normally found in most homes and libraries. The games 
have become especially popular with avid readers as well as 
reluctant readers. 

Librarians Attend 
Festival Of Books 

Each year as a continuing educa tion project and public service. 
the University of Oklahoma sponsors a one day program for 
librarians, teachers and others who wish to meet distinguished 
authors· and to share ideas. Three Union librarians, Judy Waters, 
Cyndi Gar! it and Jan UnderhilL attended the Festival of Books on 
Saturday, October 1, 1983, at Norman. They had the oppor
tunity to meet three very famous authors, Betsy Byars, Alice 
Provensen and Jack Bickham as well as preview many new 
books, software, and micro-computers. 

Ms. Byars spoke on her experiences as a writer and gave many 
points on writing books for young people. Ms. Provensen pre
sented an illustrated visual lecture answering the questions of 
many concerning the" rightness of finished illustrations". Dr. Jack 
Bickham, a University of Oklahoma professor and author of All 
the Days Were Summer responded to questions from students 
and teachers in the audience. 

Each of the librarians attending brought back autographed 
copies of books for their media centers. 

Children's Book Week 
November 14·18 

'Books Are Best Friends' 
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Band Taking Top Honors 
by Ed Tackett, Director of Fine Arts 

Last month the High School Band, the Rene
gade Regiment, began marching competitions 
by taking top awards in two contests. 

At the Pryor contest on October 1, the High 
School Band received the following awards: 

First Place - Class SA Auxiliary Unit 
Sweepstakes- Class 4A-SA 
Sweepstakes- Class 4A-SA Auxiliary Unit 
First Place- Class SA Field Show 
First Place- Parade Band 
At the Port City Festival at Catoosa on October 8, the High 

School Band received the following awards: 
First Place - Outstanding Percussion Class 3A 
First Place- Class 3A Parade 
First Runner-up in finals competition 
First Place- Class 3A Field Competition 
The Renegade Review, held at Skelly Stadium on October 22 . 

was a real success, with 27 state bands competing for the top 
honors. The Renegade Regiment marched in exhibition at this 
contest event. The Marching Bands of America competition in 
Houston, October 29 , was another outstanding opportunity for 
the Renegade Regiment to exhibit their marching and playing 
skills. On NovemberS , the band will join other state bands in the 
Oklahoma Band Masters Association marching competition. 
This contest is the final marching competition of the fall season. 

On November 10 at 7:30 p.m. , the Junior High School will 
present "Curtain Calls 1". This event will utilize the bands and 
choirs to create a concert of popular music from Broadway 
musicals. 

This month, several of our band, orchestra, and choir members 
will audition for the prestigious All-State band, choir, and or
chestra. Results of these auditions will be available in December. 

The High School Drama Department will present"Company of 
Wayward Saints" November 16-19 in the High School 
Commons Area. 

All of the schools are eagerly awaiting the opening of the Union 
Performing Arts Center. We anticipate this facility receiving use as 
early as late December. The opening of the Union Performing 
Arts Center will present a new spectrum of performance possibili
ties for students of Union Schools. 

Vannoy Named 
Commended Student 

Union has been notified that one of its students has been 
designated a Commended Student in the 1984 National Merit 
Scholarship Program. 

Jerald Williams, principal, announced that Tommy Vannoy 
placed in the top five percent of over one million participants in 
the twenty-ninth annual Merit Program. Although Commended 
Students will not receive further consideration for Merit Scholar
ships, each has demonstrated unusual academic promise and will 
be honored with a Letter of Commendation. 

Big Family officers at Union High School include from left, Karla 
Bradley. Vice-President: Shanna Marlow, Secretary; Diane 
Sorey. Treasurer: and Damon Waggoner, President. 

What, A Family 
With 180 Members? 

Big things are happening at the High School, with an organiza
tion called "Big Family." Big Family, affiliated with FHA, has 180 
members active in rewarding events, for the school and surround
ing communities. 

Big Family sponsors school events such as powder puff foot
ball, and teachers breakfasts. Various activities include sausage 
sales, hay rides and providing Halloween entertainment for the 
Childrens Medical Center. 

Officers of Big Family include President, Damon Waggoner, 
Vice- President, Karla Bradley; Secretary, Shanna Marlow; and 
Treasurer, Diane Sarey. Sponsors are Donna Smith and Treve 
Baker. 

All- in-all, Big Family is definitely doing "Big" things. 

Stephanie Kern and Julie Sharpe 
Union High School 

Holt Re-elected To Post 
Congratulations to Patty Holt, Food Service Director for Union 

Public Schools. She will be serving her second term of her fourth 
year as Secretary of the Oklahoma School Food Service Associa
tion. 

Tulsa was host to the annual state convention of the OSFSA at 
the Excelsior Hotel on October 12-14, 1983. Approximately 
1200 members attended the meeting. 

Keep up the good work Patty! 
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P.T.A News 
Peters Holds Second Annual 

Arts and Crafts Showcase 
After a huge success last year, Peters Elementary will be having 

their second annual Arts and Crafts Showcase on Saturday, 
November 19 from 10:00 a.m. to 4 :00p.m. The crafts include 
woodworking, ceramics, personalized items, stained glass, silk 
flowers, numerous Christmas items, and much much more. Hot 
dogs, nachos, pop, etc. will be served. Any questions, caii2S8-
21S9 or 3S8 -0387. 

Elementary Gymnastic 
Program Underway 

An elementary gymnastic program is now being held at Union 
High School for 1-6 graders. The program consists of balance 
beams, uneven and even parallel bars, vaulting horse and tumb
ling. Also incorporated into the class is an aerobic program. 

The classes are for boys and girls. Coordination, balance, flexi
bility and strength are all important aspects of the gymnastic 
program. Cost is $28.00 for a one month session. There are eight 
classes per session. Sessions are progressive and individualized. 
Join now and get Pro-Rates. 

Beginners Classes- Monday & Wednesday- 6:30-7 :30 p.m. 
Intermediate & Advanced Classes - Monday & Wednesday 

7:32-8:32 p.m. 
First come, first service basis, call Cheri Wallace, High School 

Gymnastic Coach, at 44S-030S for more information. 

Mark Rogers, a Union Public School bus driver, won first place in 
the Tulsa Area Safety Council sponsored school bus driver 
"Road-A-0. " Union also won the team event. 

PageS 

Elaine Minson and George Hazlett are shown with an Impe
dance Analyzer/ Pure Tone Audiometer that was presented to 
Union Public Schools from the Woodland Hills Sertoma Club. 

Sertoma Club Presents 
Audiometer To Union 

At it's regular noon meeting on Friday, September6, 1983, the 
Woodland Hills Sertoma Club presented Union Schools with an 
Impedance Analyzer/Pure Tone Audiometer. 

Club president, George Hazlett, made the presentation to Mrs. 
Elaine Minson, former Director of Special Services, for Union 
Schools. The Sertoma Club has been organized for one year and 
has reached it's main goal, presenting hearing testing equipment 
to the Union School District. 

The sophisticated instrument will be used by the schools' 
speech pathologists to screen hearing problems for the districts 
7000 students. Mrs. Minson gave a demonstration on the use of 
the instrument 

The Woodland Hills Sertoma Club meets every Friday at 12 
noon at the Heritage House Restaurant, 3637 South MemoriaL 
and invites interested persons who want to help in Service to 
Mankind to come and join them. 

OACLD Meeting Set 
The Oklahoma Association For Children and Adults With 

Learning Disabilities will hold their state convention November 
17 & 18, 1983, at the Williams Plaza Hotel. The convention is for 
parents and professionals interested in current issues related to 
the field of learning disabilities. Union patrons and teachers are 
invited to attend this conference Staff Development Points are 
available. For further information call E. Dee Otterstrom at 
Boevers Elementary, 663-3646. 
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Schools. The Sertoma Club has been organized for one year and 
has reached it's main goal, presenting hearing testing equipment 
to the Union School District. 

The sophisticated instrument will be used by the schools' 
speech pathologists to screen hearing problems for the districts 
7000 students. Mrs. Minson gave a demonstration on the use of 
the instrument 

The Woodland Hills Sertoma Club meets every Friday at 12 
noon at the Heritage House Restaurant, 3637 South MemoriaL 
and invites interested persons who want to help in Service to 
Mankind to come and join them. 

OACLD Meeting Set 
The Oklahoma Association For Children and Adults With 

Learning Disabilities will hold their state convention November 
17 & 18, 1983, at the Williams Plaza Hotel. The convention is for 
parents and professionals interested in current issues related to 
the field of learning disabilities. Union patrons and teachers are 
invited to attend this conference Staff Development Points are 
available. For further information call E. Dee Otterstrom at 
Boevers Elementary, 663-3646. 
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Parent-Teacher Conferences Scheduled 
by Don R. Irvin, Director of Elementary Education 

The Union School District has designated November 15, 16, 
and 17, 1983, as the dates for parent-teacher conferences. 
Morning kindergarten will dismiss at 10:00 am. Afternoon kin
dergarten and grades one through six will dismiss at 1:30 p.m. 

What is a parent-teacher conference? A parent-teacher con
ference is one of the many steps educators take to work with 
parents to build their child's educational program. Report cards, 
notes and progress reports have their advantages, but the parent
teacher conference has one thing more- it's a chance for the 
teacher to get together with the parent in person to discuss their 
child's education. 
A PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCE GIVES A PARENT A 
* chance to get to know their child's teacher or teachers; 
* learn about the school and cirriculum; 
* discuss their child's strengths and weaknesses in various areas 
ITS A CHANCE FOR PARENTS TO 
* ask questions; 
* give teachers information that will help them understand their 

child's needs; 
* work with the teacher and school in planning the child's school 

year 
TO PREPARE FOR THE CONFERENCE THE PARENT 
SHOULD 
* make a list of things that will help the teacher understand the 

child better, 
* any special health needs or problems; 
* outside interests and hobbies; 
* feelings about school 
PARENTS SHOULD MAKE A LIST OF THINGS TO FIND OUT 
FROM THE TEACHER 
* services and programs the school offers; 
* grading procedure and policy; 
* daily schedule; 
* homework policy; 
* health and safety programs 
THE TEACHER WILL TALK ABOUT THE CHILD'S SCHOOL 

PROGRESS 
* ability to do school work; 
* current level in reading and math, including some samples of 

work he or she has done; 
* the books and materials the child is using 
THE TEACHER WILL DISCUSS THE CHILD'S SOCIAL 

PROGRESS 
* how the child gets along with others; 
* how the child feels about self, 
* behavior in and out of class 
THE TEACHER WILL TELL THE PARENTS 
* the child's strengths and weaknesses in school; 
* any observations that can be helpful whether the child may 

have trouble hearing or seeing, etc. 
PARENTS CAN HELP BY GIVING THE TEACHER ANY 
INFORMATION THAT WILL BE HELPFUL TO UNDERSTAND 
THE CHILD BETTER 
* important experiences that may be affecting the child (death ·in 

the family, a best friend moving away, etc.) ; 
* special medical needs; 
* study habits at home; 
* after school activities, special interests; 
* feelings toward school 

When the conference is over, the Union School District sin
cerely endorses a better understanding by both the parents and 
teacher of all aspects concerning the child's school experience. 
The parents should know more about their child's strengths, 
weaknesses, special abilities and current performance. Working 
together will produce positive results and the most important 
product, the child and his/her educational endeavor. 

Becky Denson, lef~ was the October Employee of the Month and 
Max Pope was the Educator of the Month. Mrs. Denson is the 
Union Junior High School secretary and Pope is a math teacher 

at Union High School. 

October Educator, 
Employee Named 

Max Pope, a Union High School math teacher, is the October 
Educator of the Month. 

Max's name should be "Mr. Trig," as he is what all math 
teachers should strive to be. He calmly and quietly approaches 
each class everyday with an air of competency which the students 
never question. 

He is very professional in his dealing with students, teachers 
and parents. He is always cooperative, personable and patient 
and lends his knowledge and his ability when needed 

The students and fellow teachers respect his teaching ability 
and you never hear any complaints about the way he teaches or 

his grading. . 
Becky Denson, Union Junior High School secretary, IS the 

October Employee of the Month. . . 
Ms. Denson is the' right arm' of the junior high and mamtams a 

professional profile despite being continually interr~pted on 
what she is working on and immediately and congemally gets 
what is needed or asked for. . 

She always has a smile and never a negative remark ~h~ IS 

exceptionally positive about her job, the schoo~ and th~ d1stnct. 
She does all projects as if they were a special project and IS always 
dependable and punctual 

If there was an individual that spreads positive "PR" for the 
Union District, it is Becky Denson. 
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Puppetry 'Co01es Alive' In Media Centers 
A puppet is an inanimate collection of various materials that 

suddenly assumes life-like qualities when activated by someone. 
Media specialists and students are using them as a medium 
through which children express themselves, often in a role-play
ing fashion. The media specialist often uses them to make story
telling more interesting or to lend variety to the teaching of library 
skills. Because the puppet operator is generally not seen, the 
anonymity that results can lead to a freer expression and a less 
inhibited activity on the part of the child. 

Boevers and Peters Elementaries have puppet theaters. Ms. 
Jan Underhill, Beevers' librarian, teaches a unit on puppetry to 
sixth graders who then write original plays and skits. 

The medium became so popular with students Ms. Underhill 
added sixty-nine puppets to her collection, and this year is check
ing them out to students. There has been tremendous response to 
this activity. She has already circulated them over three hundred 
times. The P. T.A helped her acquire this collection, and they are 
already planning to add more. 

We would like to express our appreciation to the P. T.A groups 
at Boevers and Peters for their help with these projects. We are 
especially thankful to Chris and Candy Dunn for building the 
puppet theater for Peters and to Jan Kiper, Cyndi Angle, and 
Katie Nelson for making curtains for it This is a great addition to 
the school media program, and the students will enjoy it for many 
years. 

Games Students Play 
Staff development means many things to many different 

people. For the media specialists at Union it was a five hour 
workshop in developing games and learning centers to help 
expand children's interests in reading. The games will also assist 
with teaching functional library skills. 

Susan Silva and Ellen Decker, Tulsa Public School Media 
Specialists, were the leaders for the workshop. They are con· 
sidered to be experts in developing creative ideas to motivate 
children to read. There were many examples shown to assist with 
teaching a variety of skills including research. 

The "home-made" games utilize simple, commonplace 
materials normally found in most homes and libraries. The games 
have become especially popular with avid readers as well as 
reluctant readers. 

Librarians Attend 
Festival Of Books 

Each year as a continuing educa tion project and public service. 
the University of Oklahoma sponsors a one day program for 
librarians, teachers and others who wish to meet distinguished 
authors· and to share ideas. Three Union librarians, Judy Waters, 
Cyndi Gar! it and Jan UnderhilL attended the Festival of Books on 
Saturday, October 1, 1983, at Norman. They had the oppor
tunity to meet three very famous authors, Betsy Byars, Alice 
Provensen and Jack Bickham as well as preview many new 
books, software, and micro-computers. 

Ms. Byars spoke on her experiences as a writer and gave many 
points on writing books for young people. Ms. Provensen pre
sented an illustrated visual lecture answering the questions of 
many concerning the" rightness of finished illustrations". Dr. Jack 
Bickham, a University of Oklahoma professor and author of All 
the Days Were Summer responded to questions from students 
and teachers in the audience. 

Each of the librarians attending brought back autographed 
copies of books for their media centers. 

Children's Book Week 
November 14·18 

'Books Are Best Friends' 
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From The Superintendent's Desk 

Instructional Materials Purchased Underway 
The Union Board of Education has 

recently designated an additional 
$200,000 of General Fund money to 
be spent by the schools on instruc
tional materials and equipment This 
is in addition to the regular building 
budgets they receive each year. The 
money was appropriated to the 
schools on the basis of $28.00 per 
student in enrollment The Board has 
designated that the money be spent 
on instructional needs. I think this 
reflects the interest of the Board in 

Dr. Wesley Jarman improving the academic climate. The 

administration is in the process of completing the purchasing of 
those items requisitioned by the principals and teachers. 

In addition to the instructional materials in each of the nine 
schools in the district, equipment was approved for the new 
science wing at the High School, the home economics area, the 
Performing Arts Center and some additional equipment at the 
Service Center. When our High School construction is comple
ted, hopefully soon, the science wing will be one of the finest 
facilities of its kind in the area. The Performing Arts Center will 
allow our students to perform in grand style with all the acces
sories needed. We see the Performing Arts Center as a general 
use area so that all schools in the district will find use for it. The 
administrative wing also contains some classrooms as well as 
administrative offices. The downstairs atrium area will be 
equipped with planters and some lounge seating for students. I 
hope each of you will make it a point to go see these faciliti es when 
they are complete. 

The Board and administration have had numerous inquiries as 
to why Union doesn't acquire Thoreau Junior High School that 
was recently closed by Tulsa Public Schools. I can ass ure you that 
the situation has been thoroughly studied. By state law we could 
not purchase a site outside our District boundaries. This territory 
would have to be annexed to Un ion, a monumental if not im
possible task! The Union Board of Education and myself took 
advantage of the hospitality of the principal at Thoreau. Mr. Leo 
Turner, and took a guided tour of the entire facili ty one Satur
day. 

The following explanation is not meant in any way to be critical 
of Thoreau Junior High School but merely points out our reasons 
for not further pursuing the purchase of the site. 

The buiding was designed for not more than 800-900 stu
dents. Our prototype is designed for 1200 students which more 
nearly fits our expansion plans. After our tour, the Board, in 
informal discussion. thought the building would be worth 3-4 
million dollars. In all fairness to the Tulsa Board of Education. the 
land alone- a 20 acre site- will no doubt sell for more than four 
million dollars, we would have to put a considerable amount of 
money into expansion and remodeling which would put us at 
what we consider would be the cost of our prototype junior high 
school. 

While this is a condensed vers ion of our evaluation of the 
Thoreau site, there has been considerable discussion and investi
gation into this possibility and I am of the opinion that at this time 
we should not pursue this venture. 

Union High School 
DECA Clown Troupe 
Each year. the DECA students make their own clown costumes 

for community involvement. They have about twenty students 
participating. The DECA High School students participate in 
elementary activities. parades. and virtually anything you want 
them for. The will even do a grand opening of a business. The 
students clowns laugh. they cry. they make people happy. They 
wi ll even teach you to dance u job. For more information contact 
Pamela Wallace. Un ion High School 252-258 1. 
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Geraldine Smith and Delo ris Sligh are sho wn with a pos ter at 
Grove Elem e n"tary. 

Darnaby Elementary support personnel are shown with a poster 

prepared by students. 

Uni on High School support staff was presented flowers and 

lun cheon platters. 

Dr. Wesley Jarman presented a carnatio11 to administrative 
secretaries and had coffee and donuts with the service center 

personnel. 

-- --,.., 
11-aks! 
\-\Jw· .. \. 

Posters lined the walls at Briarglen Elementary. 

Support Personnel 
Honored 

I am proud to show the positive attitude of our Support Per
sonnel in the above pictures. Administrative staffs and school 
staffs do a good job in saying "We Appreciate" our great support 
personnel staffs. 

When you realize the very important function of each section of 
our support system - we say - we are proud of our school bus 
operators and the men on the staff that keep wheels rolling. We 
are proud of our Cafeteria staff and all the great lunches they 
serve. We are proud of our maintenance and custodial staff and 
how clean and beautiful they keep our schools and grounds. The 
warehouse and delivery personnel also provide daily services of 
transporting supplies in a most efficient manner. We are proud of 
our secretarial staffs and the above and beyond daily task they do 
that makes for a warm feeling in our schools and Administration 
Building. We are proud of our aides who make teachers lives 
more liveable and produce volumes of materials for boys and 
girls." Afterall" that is what each one of these groups work toward 
each school day- making a better education climate for young 
people in Union Schools. 

James Patton 
Assistant Superintende nt/ 

Business Management 
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Redskin Talk 

Winter Sports Drawing Near 

Gil Cloud 

The fall sports are winding 
down and winter is just a jump 
shot away. 

Coach Joe Holladay expects 
his Redskin roundballers to 
improve this year while still 
being young in some areas. 
Coach Holladay will be assis
ted by Mark Dobbins and Kelly 
Clarke. 

Dobbins and Clarke handle 
Director of Athletics the junior varsity and sopho-

more teams respectively. Dobbins also coordinates the highly 
succesful elementary basketball program which will begin in 
December and run through the first weekend in March. 

Junior High basketball coaches include: 9th grade, David 
Hudson and Jack Dobbins; 8th grade, David Hall and Tony 
Martray; and 7th grade, Bob Buck and Ray Snider. 

Coach Ron Evans will begin his second year at Union and take 
the helm as the girls head coach for the first time. After highly 
successful boys and girls teams in Oklahoma and California 
Evans returned to the area last year and served as an assistan~ 
coach in the girls program. 

His Lady Redskins will be very young and might take some time 
to develop but by the end of the season the hard work will show 
improvement 

He is assisted by Cheryl Ford who begins her third season here 
at Union. 

Junior High coaches include 9th grade, Edie Allen; 8th grade, 
Kelly Clarke; and 7th grade, Benny Cotton and Larry Elliott 

The boys and girls schedules will include our Frontier Confer
ence goes plus Broken Arrow, Mustang, Moore and Hale. As well 
as attending our tournament the girls will go to J enks and the boys 
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to Springfield, Missouri. 
Bill West starts his 6th season as the Redskin Wrestling mentor. 

Coach West returned 11 of 13 starters from his team which 
placed 5th in the state last season. West is assisted by Chris Keller 
and Tim Johnson. The Junior High coaches will be Bill Ricci 
(former Kelley Head Coach) and Tom O'Malley. 

The gymnastics team will be coached by Cheri Wallace, a 
former Union cheerleader and Oklahoma State University 
gymnast. Coach Wallace has a young team but they have been 
working extremely hard getting ready for the season to begin. 

The elementary wrestling and basketball programs are under 
way. If your son or daughter needs information relative to these 
programs, call our office at 252-3561 and we can direct you to 
the proper person for e nrollm ent in these programs. A fee of 
$15.00 is charged which includes a uniform, a patch, certificate, 
practice time and officials. 

The wrestling program will start November 1 and run until 
January 13. The basketball program will start practice in Decem
ber and games will begin January 13 and continue until March 
3rd. 

-Comment-
Miss Leigh Ann Stewa rt is to be co ngratula ted on her selection to 

th e All-Am erican Drill Team which will assemble in Dallas during 
December for performances there and in Mexico. 

I also want to congratulate Tacy Joffe, Bil Canfield, Cynthia 
Broderick, Travis Copeland and Kevin Krieser for bei ng National 
Merit Semifinalists. These stude nts prove that in spite of what 
some might think, academics come first and foremost in the Un ion 
Public Schools. 
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