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I believe in the United States of America as a Government of the 
people, by the people, for the people; whose just powers are derived 
from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a republic, a 
Sovereign Nation of many Sovereign States; a perfect Union one and 
inseparable; established upon those principles of freedom, equality, 
justice and humanity, for which American Patriots sacrificed their 
lives and fortunes. I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to 
love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, 
and to defend it against all enemies. - William Tyler Page 
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REDSKIN TALK 

REDSKIN ROUND BALL CLASSIC A SUCCESS 
by Gil C loud. 

Director o f A th leti cs 

T he recently completed Redskin 
Ro undball Classic was a huge 
success. Union won the boys 
divis ion and p laced third in the 
girls division. G ood attendance 
was apparent at all sessions and 
enthusiastic crowds along with 
good halftime entertainment 
merged for an outstanding 
to urnament. Plans have already 
ind ica ted that next year's 
to urnamentwill be bigger and 
better than this year. 

We would like to thank the loca l hos ts that helped 
m ::~ ke the visi ting teams feel at home during the week 
long event. These people who were Boos ter Club 
members and basketball parents contributed to 
make th is tournament a very successfu l event. 

The Redskin Wrestlers won the Jenks Invitational 
Tournament and did so with impressive fina l perfor· 
mances by T odd Steid ley, Bret Fergu son and Bi ll 
Loud. The wrestlers are looking to the Yukon 
Tournament in late January and the Regional 
To urnament on February 20-2 1 at B roken Arrow as 
they p repare fo r the tough 4A competition at the state 
tournament in N orman. 

This spring we wi ll start a new sport. Volleyball will 
be added to our girls sport program. O ur schedu le is 
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almost complete and will inc lude competi tion with 
the Tu lsa schools as well as Kelley and Jenks. T he 
Metro 7 conference T ournament w ill be held on April 
9-10 at K elley each evening at 6:00, 7:00 and 8:00. 
Coach Goddard will be our head coach. H ome 
matches w ill be played at the high school gym. 

The 5 th Annual U nio n Elementary T rack Meet is 
now in the planning stages. The meet will be held 
tentatively on Tuesday, May 12th. The format wi ll be 
worked out during the next few weeks. The eve nt wi ll 
include teams from the 4th. 5th and 6 th grades from 
each of our 6 elementary schools, make plans to see our 
elementary youngsters compete in track this spring. 

Second Class Postage 
Paid at Tulsa, OK 
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From the Superintendent's Desk! 

MILLAGE LEVIES PASS IN ANNUAL ELECTION 
On Janua ry 27, 1981 the 

annual election was held and 
only 378 patrons took time to 
cast their ballot. In addition to 
electing a member of the board 
of education from zone 1, a total 
of 20 mills were on the ballot. 
These levies amount to a total of 
$2,700,000 in revenue for the 
operation of the schools for 
1981-82. A simple majority is 
all that is required for their 
approval. Most of the levies 
were approved by about 75%. A 

recap of these levies is as follows: 
{1) 5 Mill Emergency Levy- This levy generates revenue to 

be used in the General Fund of the district and had its 
origin for the purpose of adding revenue when other 
revenues were insufficient. It has become standard 
procedure now to approve this levy every year since the 
cost of education has become so expensive. 

{2) 10 Mill Local Support Levy- A board of education may 
request anywhere from 1 Mill up to a maximum of 10 
mills and the revenues generated by this levy go to 
the General Fund of the district. The Union Board of 
Education has for the past several years requested 
approval of the full 10 mills. 

{3) 5 Mill Building Fund Levy - This levy is a little more 
restrictive in its use. The revenue from this levy goes 
into the Building Fund and is used for remodel, repair, 
new construction, purchase of furniture, site 
acquisition and site improvements. 

J T~ELVE GUIDELINES FOR HAPPINESS 

A centu ry ago, Robert Louis Stevenso n devised a number of 
rules to help people live happier, more prod uctive lives. These 
rules may be a century old, but they are sti ll excell ent guide li nes: 

1. Make up your mind to be happy - learn to find pleasure in 
simple th ings. 

2. Make the best of circumstances. No one has everything, and 
everyone has something of sorrow. 

3. Don' t take yo urself too seriously. 
4 . Don't let criticism worry you - you can't please everybody. 
5 . Don't let your neighbors set yo ur standards - be yourse lf. 
6. Do things you enjoy doing, but stay out of debt. 
7. Don't borrow trouble. Imaginary things are harder to bear 

than actual ones. 
8. Since hate poisons the soul, do not cherish enmities and 

grudges. Avoid people who make you unhappy. 
9 . Have many interests. lf you can' t travel, read about places. 
10. Don't hold postmortems or spend ti me broodi ng over 

sorrows and mistakes. 
11 . Don't be the one who never gets over things. 
12. Keep busy at something. A very busy person never has 

time to be unhappy. 

Revenues from the past bond issue have been received by 
the school district and contracts have been in most cases 
awarded and work is proceeding. 

Work has begun on Darna by phase II which consists of 12 
classrooms and a media center. This project was awarded to 
Commercial Structures of Broken Arrow for a total amount 
of $675,984 a nd a building t ime of 240 calendar days. This 
contract was awarded on December 31, 1980, and should be 
finished in August 1981. 

A contract was also awa rded to Commercial S tructures on 
December 31 on the new junior high school for ap
proximately $3 ,900,000 and a construction time of 365 days. 
Powell Construction Co. of Tulsa had bid $61 ,000 less for the 
same work but a total of 635 days. The board of education 
used its discretionary powers and awarded the contract to 
Commercial. This resulted in Powell filing a lawsui t against 
the Union Board of Education. This case was heard in 
District Court on January 22,1981 , and Judge Caldwell ruled 
that the board was correct in its judgement and the work was 
allowed to proceed. At this time site work is continuing at the 
location just east of Garnett Road and south of 61st Street. 
The GroveGymnasiumcontract was awarded on December 

31 also to Powell Construction. As of this date he has not 
signed the contract so the board will probably award the 
contract to Commercial Structures for an amount of 
$299,984 and a construction time of 180 calendar days. 

I will keep you posted on any new developments in these 
projects and hopefully we will be able to reproduce a floor 
plan of the new junior high and show you· exactly the work 
being done under phase 1 of the contract. 

Support Your Schools! 

ED PRESS 

Union Public Schools 
9134 E. 46th Street 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 
Telephone 664-9400 

Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Wesley Jarman 

Issued to patrons of the Union Publ ic School system free of charge. 
Subscript ion rates to other interested parties available upon request. 

Editor- Telia Summy 

Published the fift eenth of each month from August through May at 
9134 E. 46th Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 7 4145. Back issues are 
available. Printed by Mark Advertising and Graphics, Inc. 
The Communicator (USPS 097-430). 
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MAXEY RE-ELECTED TO BOARD 
Darwin Maxey, a Union High School graduate. was re-e lected to the Union Board of 

Educa tion for the Zone 1 post. He has served on the board si nce 1973. 
Maxey has been involved in the planning and construction of school facilit ies, as well 

as the annual school budget. He stated his goal as a Board Member has bee n to consider 
the needs of the beginning student as well as the graduati ng senior. 

Maxey was born in the Union distri ct and has watched the student popula tio n make its 
phenomenal growth. There werel3 in his gradua ting class. In the 1981 graduati ng class the re 
will be over 300. 

Vice-president of Sooner Oil Leasing, Maxey and his wife Pat have three children. a ll of 
whom have attended Union Schools. 

DARWIN MAXEY 

CHORALETTES OUTSTANDING VOCAL GROUP 
Pretty and talented definitely describes Union High School's 

outstanding female vocal group, the Choralettes. The group, 
directed by Ed Tackett, performs approximate ly 50 times per 
year for civic organizations, schools, hospitals, and sen ior 
citizens. 

According to Tackett, auditions are held each spring to fill 
positions vacated by graduating seniors. Auditions last two days 
with each girl learning a choreographed routine, singing solo and 
with the group. Usually for every open position the re are five girls 
who try-out. "We fee l like being a Public Relations arm of the 
school, we must find people with the right vocal ability, stage 
presence, etc.", said Mr. Tackett. ' If you're going to represent our 
school, we expect you to be outstanding .... morally, academically 
and tal entwise. These kids really turn on the charm." If chosen a 
Choralette, a girl must sign a Code of Conduct form stating that 
during the time of her membership in Choralettes, she must: 
abstain from usage of drugs, alcohol and smoking, maintain an 
exemplary personal code of conduct, maintain a minimum "B" 
average in school, along with other duti es required to uphold a 
positive image for Union schools and young people in general. 

The Choralettes present many styles of music to reach all ages 
of audience. "We do light music," Tackett said:- "The 
performance is geared to appeal to both adults and teens. The 
students at the high school really like the Choralettes. We try to 
put enough excitement and enthusiasm in each performance 
that the audience will join in and enjoy the show." 

Every minute of a rehearsal is utili zed. Perfection in ... ,LJ>.iea 
harmonies a long with coordinating movements are priorities. 
The girls perform during a practice as if it was an actual 
production complete with smiles, movements and a four- piece 
band accompaniment. 

Director_ Ed .Tackett, is a graduate_ of the University of 
Arkansas. While in college he p.:~rticipated in musicals and 
worked as an intern directing high school musicals. Since his 

~ 

Call Run;or Control 
664-9400 

(It's Working) 

employment at Union, Tackett has organized a jazz choir, 
pushed to expand the music curriculum and was recently 
appointed Fine Arts Coordinator for Union Schools. "My goal 
and ambition for this school is to make it the outstanding Fine 
Arts school in the state," he stated. We have the kind of 
community that demands excellence. We have the support of the 
Board of Education and the Administration, which is really 
exciting. We have some of the finest people on our staff I've ever 
seen." 

Choralette members are: Teresa Abbott, Jayne Allen, Alisa 
Ardner, Lisa Brower, Brooke Callery, Renee Cook, Jo~ 
Cummings, Cori Heinzel mann, Erica Heinzeh·-.-- ~ "' 1• Sall.y
Hinkefent, Leslie Kel~eaux, Kathy Lofland, Rc" e Lyman, Dianna 
Monre, Laura Pettella, Va lerie rate, a r1d !;,.ori Wolf. 

Accompanists are: Keith Bland, Kri a Gnfter, Russell Grant, and 
Greg Hopkins. 

High School Vocal Group, the Choralettes perform 
approximately 50 times per year for civic organizations, 
schools, hospitals, and senior citizens. 

Page 6 

Roy Clark 6th Grader, Bobby Agee practices his shooting 
after winning the Tulsa Hotshot competition for his age 
group. 

BOEVERS ELEMENTARY CELEBRATES 
FREEDOM 

Freedom Celebrations were held at many Union schools 
applauding the release of the American hostages in Iran. 

Boevers Elementary received national television coverage for 
its version of the song "Tie A Yellow Ribbon". Learning of the 
hostages' release, the school paid tribute to those Americans and 
their brave families in a special celebration. 

Each grade level presented a thought, poem or a theme 
conveying the ir feelings relating to this festive event. Following is 
a synopsis of the student's sensitivity to the hostage release 
presented by student Valerie Becknell, representing her class. 

"Being an American has taken on new meaning for each of us 
in the last few days. We have seen real brotherhood practiced 
among races and creeds. We have experienced new kinships 
between all people in this great land. Because of this unifying 
spirit and bond, 52 Americans have come home! Each one of us, 
both young and old, stand just a little taller as Americans today. 
Each heart beats just a little faster when we see our beloved flag. 
We have suffered and anguished and prayed, as a Nation, for 52 
of our fellow citizens, who have inspired us to renew our 
committment to this great country. And we know, as we have 
never known before, how much we love America, how great her 
people are, how very precious the meaning of freedom has 
become to each of us." 

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE SUCCESSFUL 
More than 350 parents participated in the second annual 

"Back-to-School" night at Union High School, according to Don 
Onstott, PTSA co-president. The event occured January 26. 

Onstott reports that one of the most frequently heard com
ments was about the high quality of education offered by an 
excellent teaching staff. 

One of the highlights of the brief opening program was a 
spirited performance by Union's Choralettes. Also during the 
opening Onstott reminded parents of the PTSA projects for this 
year. They are: Selecting the outstanding senior to receive the 
~ifth annual PTSA academic scholarship, establishing a library 
Improvement fund, parenting and family life seminars; and 
sponsoring a ninth-grade orientation and pre-enrollment. 

Paula Bevilacqua, membership chairman, reported 15 7 
memberships, a new record. At least 100 more memberships are 
needed. Only PTSA members will receive monthly " Union High
lites" newsletter. Parents, Students and Teachers can join at the 
High School office or by mailing your check to Don Onstott, 
7905 E. 77th St. , Tulsa 74133. The cost is $1.25 per person. 
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CLARK SIXTH-GRADER WINS 
CITY COMPETITON 

Roy Clark 6th grader, Bobby Agee, recently placed first in the 
Tulsa Hotshot Basketball contest for his age group. After winning 
the Tulsa competition Bobby competed in Kansas City, Missouri 
during halftime of an N.B.A. game where he placed fifth out of 30 
competitors. 

Hotshot rules are based on a point system. The player starts 
from half line and gets one minute to make as many baskets as 
possible. The basketball court is divided in five sections by 
squares. Points count as much as the square you shoot from. 
Layups are two points each. If your shot is good from every 
square, you get three bonus points. Fouls such as double dribble 
take off one point. Following is Bobby's account of his winning 
experience ....... 

"One day I was signing up for everything in sight at Hicks 
Recreation Center and I accidentally signed up for a " hotshot" 
basketball tournament. So, in a few days I went back and there 
wasn't anyone in my age group, so I won my first tournament. 
Then I went to Reed's to compete for the District championship. 
In my first round I shot a 26. The closest one to me was a 17 and 
then 15. In the 13-14 age group, the other Hick's contestant was 
winning big. In the second and third round he moved up. I was 57 
and he was 54. I hit a lot of 3 pointers and moved up to 82 . He 
came out knowing what he had to do and he calmly hit four 5 
pointers then started missing. I was about to swallow my tongue 
when he hit a 3 moving his score up to 79. Another three points 
would tie, but he went for the win. He went back but didn' t get the 
shot off in time. 

Then came the city tournament. In the city tournament, I went 
there thinking it was all over, and when I saw the competitors it 
was worse! There was a lot of good competition! Jimmy Wagner 
from Hicks was the only boy I knew. In practice I was hitting4's so 
I was going to try them in the competition. I was the last in line, 
but was not nervous like the other boys. I didn' t care if I won or 
not, so I guess that is why I was fairly calm. By the time it got to my 
turn, the highest score was on ly 11. I can still remember every 
shot I missed. I missed a 5 , hit my layups, hit a 2, missed a 3 , hit 
another 2 , went for a4 and got it; missed a few3's, and then hit 1, 
went back and hit 3 more 4 's for an overall score of 30. I was on 
top of the world until it was my turn again. I couldn't remember 
anything, so I asked one of the judges who was from my center, 
(Hicks) , what the score was. He told me it was 30, and someone 
else had 37. I went out not as calm as I had before. All I had to do 
was hit my layups and get my bonus points. I hit a 5 right away 
and went mad shooting from everywhere and throwing low and 
high. Finally my dad called to me, " lay-up"! I missed three of 
them and finally sank my share. I had won for the City of Tulsa! 
My brother had gone to get a drink and didn' t know what was 
going on! 

For winning I was awarded a gold-plated medal and a chance 
to play in Kansas City, Missouri, on November 22, 1980, at 
halftime during an N.B.A. game. I also received free hotel 
reservations and all the Pepsi and hot dogs I can stand! 

At the Kansas City competition I placed fifth out of 30 boys 
who were in my age group." 

Two Things Are Bad For The Heart- Running 
Up Stairs, And Running Down People. -
Bernard M. Baruch 
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THIRD GRADERS ADVISE PRESIDENT 
..... "Please get those hostages out of lran ..... Get jobs for 

people who don't have jobs and need work. .... Have more 
control over guns .... .I want peace on earth ..... " 

Third graders at Roy Clark Elementary may not be old enough 
to vote, but they have definite ideas about what they want the 
new President to do. 

Asked· "What would you do if you were President?" resulted 
in a list of priorities that coincide with that of their elders. Plans of 
action for the upcoming months from these third graders 
included everything from lowering prices to giving teachers a day 
off. · 

KIWANIS CLUB SPONSORS FAMILY 
READING PROGRAM 

The Tulsa Kiwanis Club is sponsoring a Family Reading 
Experiment Program to be held February, March and April. The 
objective of the experiment is to improve reading ability, 
especially in children. 

Families are encouraged to stimulate daily reading together. 
Tonight read something out loud to your family. Tomorrow 
night, let another membe r read something. Reading materials 
can range from news stories to a cereal box panel. Each night a 
different family member can read a selection. Imagine the wide 
range of subjects your family will read in 365 days ... or even 
months! 

Applications to participate in the Family Reading Experiment 
can be picked up at each Union school library. Families who try 
the program will receive tickets to be dropped in a box at the 
school library at the end of the month. All deposited tickets of 
participating families throughout the city will be taken to the 
Tulsa Central Library. A drawing will be held each month. 
Winners will be invited to be the guests of the Kiwanis Club at a 
luncheon meeting and briefly explain how the program worked 
for their family. 

This reading program is a stimulating way to have your 
children develop good reading habits. We have 23 million 
illiterate adults in America. We wouldn' t have one, if each of 
them had been served reading as part of their nightly diet. It's 
non-fattening, but enriching. And it doesn' t cost a dime. 

Several students listed gun control as a priority for the Chief 
Executive. Third grader Billy Millspaugh believes President 
Reagan should "shut down the gun stores." 

Number one priority on the children's list was for the hostages 
in Iran to be released. Almost every letter included at least one 
sentence remembering those captured in this ordeal lasting over 
a year. Student Chris Kloehr suggested President Reagan "to try 
and free the hostages in Iran, and to leave everything else where 
it is." 

Number two on the list of key issues was that of inflation. One 
student put the problem in prospective by saying he would like to 
see food and gas prices go down and the price of gold go up. 

Unemployment was also a concern of students. Melanie 
Greenwood believes Mr. Reagan should "make people stop 
polluting this world, get jobs for people who don't have jobs and 
need work and also help get food for people who don' t have 
food. " 

Prior to the Presidential election, students throughout the 
United States participated in mock elections. Only once have 
they been wrong--in the spring of 1968 when they "elected" 
Robert F. Kennedy, who was assassinated before the real 
election. 

In any case, President Reagan might keep in mind what issues 
these youngsters believe are the most important issues of today. 
He should also remember that it won't be too many elections 
before these children are old enough to cast their first votes in a 
real election. 

AUDITIONS SET FOR SUMMER 
ARTS INSTITUTE 

A place to pursue a dream, set goals, and succeed! Audition 
dates have been announced for students ages 14-18 who wish to 
attend the 1981 Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute. The summer 
program date is June 7-21. 

The students, selected by audition only, study with a carefully 
assembled faculty of nationally distinguished professional artists. 
These professionals have "been there" and know the struggle, 
discipline, joys and possibilities of a professional artistic career. 
The knowledge gained from the summer institute will last a life
time. 

Those interested in auditioning must fill out an application 
form or submit examples of their work Application forms can be 
obtained by writing: Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute, 640 Jim 
Thorpe Building, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73205 or by calling 
405 521-2931. 

Ballet and modern dance auditions will be held in Tulsa March 
1 at the Tulsa School of Ballet, 3315 E. 33rd Street. 

Theater auditions will be February 28 at Harweldon House, 
2210 S. Main. 

Musicians should report March 6 at Harweldon House. 

BAD WEATHER COULD CLOSE SCHOOLS 
Bad weather is just around the corner and parents are 

concerned with the question, "Will school be dismissed?" 
Union school dismissal procedures will be consistent each 

time a winter storm attacks the Tulsa area. If severe weather 
strikes our area during the day or early evening, school dismissal 
will be announced during the 10:00 p.m. news on Channels 2, 6 , 
or 8. If bad weather develops during the night, Union school 
closings will be announced by 6:00a.m. on radio stations KVOO, 
KRMG, KELI and KWEN. 
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2210 S. Main. 

Musicians should report March 6 at Harweldon House. 

BAD WEATHER COULD CLOSE SCHOOLS 
Bad weather is just around the corner and parents are 

concerned with the question, "Will school be dismissed?" 
Union school dismissal procedures will be consistent each 

time a winter storm attacks the Tulsa area. If severe weather 
strikes our area during the day or early evening, school dismissal 
will be announced during the 10:00 p.m. news on Channels 2, 6 , 
or 8. If bad weather develops during the night, Union school 
closings will be announced by 6:00a.m. on radio stations KVOO, 
KRMG, KELI and KWEN. 
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MAXEY RE-ELECTED TO BOARD 
Darwin Maxey, a Union High School graduate. was re-e lected to the Union Board of 

Educa tion for the Zone 1 post. He has served on the board si nce 1973. 
Maxey has been involved in the planning and construction of school facilit ies, as well 

as the annual school budget. He stated his goal as a Board Member has bee n to consider 
the needs of the beginning student as well as the graduati ng senior. 

Maxey was born in the Union distri ct and has watched the student popula tio n make its 
phenomenal growth. There werel3 in his gradua ting class. In the 1981 graduati ng class the re 
will be over 300. 

Vice-president of Sooner Oil Leasing, Maxey and his wife Pat have three children. a ll of 
whom have attended Union Schools. 

DARWIN MAXEY 

CHORALETTES OUTSTANDING VOCAL GROUP 
Pretty and talented definitely describes Union High School's 

outstanding female vocal group, the Choralettes. The group, 
directed by Ed Tackett, performs approximate ly 50 times per 
year for civic organizations, schools, hospitals, and sen ior 
citizens. 

According to Tackett, auditions are held each spring to fill 
positions vacated by graduating seniors. Auditions last two days 
with each girl learning a choreographed routine, singing solo and 
with the group. Usually for every open position the re are five girls 
who try-out. "We fee l like being a Public Relations arm of the 
school, we must find people with the right vocal ability, stage 
presence, etc.", said Mr. Tackett. ' If you're going to represent our 
school, we expect you to be outstanding .... morally, academically 
and tal entwise. These kids really turn on the charm." If chosen a 
Choralette, a girl must sign a Code of Conduct form stating that 
during the time of her membership in Choralettes, she must: 
abstain from usage of drugs, alcohol and smoking, maintain an 
exemplary personal code of conduct, maintain a minimum "B" 
average in school, along with other duti es required to uphold a 
positive image for Union schools and young people in general. 

The Choralettes present many styles of music to reach all ages 
of audience. "We do light music," Tackett said:- "The 
performance is geared to appeal to both adults and teens. The 
students at the high school really like the Choralettes. We try to 
put enough excitement and enthusiasm in each performance 
that the audience will join in and enjoy the show." 

Every minute of a rehearsal is utili zed. Perfection in ... ,LJ>.iea 
harmonies a long with coordinating movements are priorities. 
The girls perform during a practice as if it was an actual 
production complete with smiles, movements and a four- piece 
band accompaniment. 

Director_ Ed .Tackett, is a graduate_ of the University of 
Arkansas. While in college he p.:~rticipated in musicals and 
worked as an intern directing high school musicals. Since his 

~ 

Call Run;or Control 
664-9400 

(It's Working) 

employment at Union, Tackett has organized a jazz choir, 
pushed to expand the music curriculum and was recently 
appointed Fine Arts Coordinator for Union Schools. "My goal 
and ambition for this school is to make it the outstanding Fine 
Arts school in the state," he stated. We have the kind of 
community that demands excellence. We have the support of the 
Board of Education and the Administration, which is really 
exciting. We have some of the finest people on our staff I've ever 
seen." 

Choralette members are: Teresa Abbott, Jayne Allen, Alisa 
Ardner, Lisa Brower, Brooke Callery, Renee Cook, Jo~ 
Cummings, Cori Heinzel mann, Erica Heinzeh·-.-- ~ "' 1• Sall.y
Hinkefent, Leslie Kel~eaux, Kathy Lofland, Rc" e Lyman, Dianna 
Monre, Laura Pettella, Va lerie rate, a r1d !;,.ori Wolf. 

Accompanists are: Keith Bland, Kri a Gnfter, Russell Grant, and 
Greg Hopkins. 

High School Vocal Group, the Choralettes perform 
approximately 50 times per year for civic organizations, 
schools, hospitals, and senior citizens. 
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Roy Clark 6th Grader, Bobby Agee practices his shooting 
after winning the Tulsa Hotshot competition for his age 
group. 

BOEVERS ELEMENTARY CELEBRATES 
FREEDOM 

Freedom Celebrations were held at many Union schools 
applauding the release of the American hostages in Iran. 

Boevers Elementary received national television coverage for 
its version of the song "Tie A Yellow Ribbon". Learning of the 
hostages' release, the school paid tribute to those Americans and 
their brave families in a special celebration. 

Each grade level presented a thought, poem or a theme 
conveying the ir feelings relating to this festive event. Following is 
a synopsis of the student's sensitivity to the hostage release 
presented by student Valerie Becknell, representing her class. 

"Being an American has taken on new meaning for each of us 
in the last few days. We have seen real brotherhood practiced 
among races and creeds. We have experienced new kinships 
between all people in this great land. Because of this unifying 
spirit and bond, 52 Americans have come home! Each one of us, 
both young and old, stand just a little taller as Americans today. 
Each heart beats just a little faster when we see our beloved flag. 
We have suffered and anguished and prayed, as a Nation, for 52 
of our fellow citizens, who have inspired us to renew our 
committment to this great country. And we know, as we have 
never known before, how much we love America, how great her 
people are, how very precious the meaning of freedom has 
become to each of us." 

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE SUCCESSFUL 
More than 350 parents participated in the second annual 

"Back-to-School" night at Union High School, according to Don 
Onstott, PTSA co-president. The event occured January 26. 

Onstott reports that one of the most frequently heard com
ments was about the high quality of education offered by an 
excellent teaching staff. 

One of the highlights of the brief opening program was a 
spirited performance by Union's Choralettes. Also during the 
opening Onstott reminded parents of the PTSA projects for this 
year. They are: Selecting the outstanding senior to receive the 
~ifth annual PTSA academic scholarship, establishing a library 
Improvement fund, parenting and family life seminars; and 
sponsoring a ninth-grade orientation and pre-enrollment. 

Paula Bevilacqua, membership chairman, reported 15 7 
memberships, a new record. At least 100 more memberships are 
needed. Only PTSA members will receive monthly " Union High
lites" newsletter. Parents, Students and Teachers can join at the 
High School office or by mailing your check to Don Onstott, 
7905 E. 77th St. , Tulsa 74133. The cost is $1.25 per person. 
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CLARK SIXTH-GRADER WINS 
CITY COMPETITON 

Roy Clark 6th grader, Bobby Agee, recently placed first in the 
Tulsa Hotshot Basketball contest for his age group. After winning 
the Tulsa competition Bobby competed in Kansas City, Missouri 
during halftime of an N.B.A. game where he placed fifth out of 30 
competitors. 

Hotshot rules are based on a point system. The player starts 
from half line and gets one minute to make as many baskets as 
possible. The basketball court is divided in five sections by 
squares. Points count as much as the square you shoot from. 
Layups are two points each. If your shot is good from every 
square, you get three bonus points. Fouls such as double dribble 
take off one point. Following is Bobby's account of his winning 
experience ....... 

"One day I was signing up for everything in sight at Hicks 
Recreation Center and I accidentally signed up for a " hotshot" 
basketball tournament. So, in a few days I went back and there 
wasn't anyone in my age group, so I won my first tournament. 
Then I went to Reed's to compete for the District championship. 
In my first round I shot a 26. The closest one to me was a 17 and 
then 15. In the 13-14 age group, the other Hick's contestant was 
winning big. In the second and third round he moved up. I was 57 
and he was 54. I hit a lot of 3 pointers and moved up to 82 . He 
came out knowing what he had to do and he calmly hit four 5 
pointers then started missing. I was about to swallow my tongue 
when he hit a 3 moving his score up to 79. Another three points 
would tie, but he went for the win. He went back but didn' t get the 
shot off in time. 

Then came the city tournament. In the city tournament, I went 
there thinking it was all over, and when I saw the competitors it 
was worse! There was a lot of good competition! Jimmy Wagner 
from Hicks was the only boy I knew. In practice I was hitting4's so 
I was going to try them in the competition. I was the last in line, 
but was not nervous like the other boys. I didn' t care if I won or 
not, so I guess that is why I was fairly calm. By the time it got to my 
turn, the highest score was on ly 11. I can still remember every 
shot I missed. I missed a 5 , hit my layups, hit a 2, missed a 3 , hit 
another 2 , went for a4 and got it; missed a few3's, and then hit 1, 
went back and hit 3 more 4 's for an overall score of 30. I was on 
top of the world until it was my turn again. I couldn't remember 
anything, so I asked one of the judges who was from my center, 
(Hicks) , what the score was. He told me it was 30, and someone 
else had 37. I went out not as calm as I had before. All I had to do 
was hit my layups and get my bonus points. I hit a 5 right away 
and went mad shooting from everywhere and throwing low and 
high. Finally my dad called to me, " lay-up"! I missed three of 
them and finally sank my share. I had won for the City of Tulsa! 
My brother had gone to get a drink and didn' t know what was 
going on! 

For winning I was awarded a gold-plated medal and a chance 
to play in Kansas City, Missouri, on November 22, 1980, at 
halftime during an N.B.A. game. I also received free hotel 
reservations and all the Pepsi and hot dogs I can stand! 

At the Kansas City competition I placed fifth out of 30 boys 
who were in my age group." 

Two Things Are Bad For The Heart- Running 
Up Stairs, And Running Down People. -
Bernard M. Baruch 



Page 2 February 1981 

From the Superintendent's Desk! 

MILLAGE LEVIES PASS IN ANNUAL ELECTION 
On Janua ry 27, 1981 the 

annual election was held and 
only 378 patrons took time to 
cast their ballot. In addition to 
electing a member of the board 
of education from zone 1, a total 
of 20 mills were on the ballot. 
These levies amount to a total of 
$2,700,000 in revenue for the 
operation of the schools for 
1981-82. A simple majority is 
all that is required for their 
approval. Most of the levies 
were approved by about 75%. A 

recap of these levies is as follows: 
{1) 5 Mill Emergency Levy- This levy generates revenue to 

be used in the General Fund of the district and had its 
origin for the purpose of adding revenue when other 
revenues were insufficient. It has become standard 
procedure now to approve this levy every year since the 
cost of education has become so expensive. 

{2) 10 Mill Local Support Levy- A board of education may 
request anywhere from 1 Mill up to a maximum of 10 
mills and the revenues generated by this levy go to 
the General Fund of the district. The Union Board of 
Education has for the past several years requested 
approval of the full 10 mills. 

{3) 5 Mill Building Fund Levy - This levy is a little more 
restrictive in its use. The revenue from this levy goes 
into the Building Fund and is used for remodel, repair, 
new construction, purchase of furniture, site 
acquisition and site improvements. 

J T~ELVE GUIDELINES FOR HAPPINESS 

A centu ry ago, Robert Louis Stevenso n devised a number of 
rules to help people live happier, more prod uctive lives. These 
rules may be a century old, but they are sti ll excell ent guide li nes: 

1. Make up your mind to be happy - learn to find pleasure in 
simple th ings. 

2. Make the best of circumstances. No one has everything, and 
everyone has something of sorrow. 

3. Don' t take yo urself too seriously. 
4 . Don't let criticism worry you - you can't please everybody. 
5 . Don't let your neighbors set yo ur standards - be yourse lf. 
6. Do things you enjoy doing, but stay out of debt. 
7. Don't borrow trouble. Imaginary things are harder to bear 

than actual ones. 
8. Since hate poisons the soul, do not cherish enmities and 

grudges. Avoid people who make you unhappy. 
9 . Have many interests. lf you can' t travel, read about places. 
10. Don't hold postmortems or spend ti me broodi ng over 

sorrows and mistakes. 
11 . Don't be the one who never gets over things. 
12. Keep busy at something. A very busy person never has 

time to be unhappy. 

Revenues from the past bond issue have been received by 
the school district and contracts have been in most cases 
awarded and work is proceeding. 

Work has begun on Darna by phase II which consists of 12 
classrooms and a media center. This project was awarded to 
Commercial Structures of Broken Arrow for a total amount 
of $675,984 a nd a building t ime of 240 calendar days. This 
contract was awarded on December 31, 1980, and should be 
finished in August 1981. 

A contract was also awa rded to Commercial S tructures on 
December 31 on the new junior high school for ap
proximately $3 ,900,000 and a construction time of 365 days. 
Powell Construction Co. of Tulsa had bid $61 ,000 less for the 
same work but a total of 635 days. The board of education 
used its discretionary powers and awarded the contract to 
Commercial. This resulted in Powell filing a lawsui t against 
the Union Board of Education. This case was heard in 
District Court on January 22,1981 , and Judge Caldwell ruled 
that the board was correct in its judgement and the work was 
allowed to proceed. At this time site work is continuing at the 
location just east of Garnett Road and south of 61st Street. 
The GroveGymnasiumcontract was awarded on December 

31 also to Powell Construction. As of this date he has not 
signed the contract so the board will probably award the 
contract to Commercial Structures for an amount of 
$299,984 and a construction time of 180 calendar days. 

I will keep you posted on any new developments in these 
projects and hopefully we will be able to reproduce a floor 
plan of the new junior high and show you· exactly the work 
being done under phase 1 of the contract. 

Support Your Schools! 
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I believe in the United States of America as a Government of the 
people, by the people, for the people; whose just powers are derived 
from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a republic, a 
Sovereign Nation of many Sovereign States; a perfect Union one and 
inseparable; established upon those principles of freedom, equality, 
justice and humanity, for which American Patriots sacrificed their 
lives and fortunes. I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to 
love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, 
and to defend it against all enemies. - William Tyler Page 
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REDSKIN TALK 

REDSKIN ROUND BALL CLASSIC A SUCCESS 
by Gil C loud. 

Director o f A th leti cs 

T he recently completed Redskin 
Ro undball Classic was a huge 
success. Union won the boys 
divis ion and p laced third in the 
girls division. G ood attendance 
was apparent at all sessions and 
enthusiastic crowds along with 
good halftime entertainment 
merged for an outstanding 
to urnament. Plans have already 
ind ica ted that next year's 
to urnamentwill be bigger and 
better than this year. 

We would like to thank the loca l hos ts that helped 
m ::~ ke the visi ting teams feel at home during the week 
long event. These people who were Boos ter Club 
members and basketball parents contributed to 
make th is tournament a very successfu l event. 

The Redskin Wrestlers won the Jenks Invitational 
Tournament and did so with impressive fina l perfor· 
mances by T odd Steid ley, Bret Fergu son and Bi ll 
Loud. The wrestlers are looking to the Yukon 
Tournament in late January and the Regional 
To urnament on February 20-2 1 at B roken Arrow as 
they p repare fo r the tough 4A competition at the state 
tournament in N orman. 

This spring we wi ll start a new sport. Volleyball will 
be added to our girls sport program. O ur schedu le is 

.;:uBLIC Sc 
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Tulsa, Oklahoma 7 41 45 

almost complete and will inc lude competi tion with 
the Tu lsa schools as well as Kelley and Jenks. T he 
Metro 7 conference T ournament w ill be held on April 
9-10 at K elley each evening at 6:00, 7:00 and 8:00. 
Coach Goddard will be our head coach. H ome 
matches w ill be played at the high school gym. 

The 5 th Annual U nio n Elementary T rack Meet is 
now in the planning stages. The meet will be held 
tentatively on Tuesday, May 12th. The format wi ll be 
worked out during the next few weeks. The eve nt wi ll 
include teams from the 4th. 5th and 6 th grades from 
each of our 6 elementary schools, make plans to see our 
elementary youngsters compete in track this spring. 

Second Class Postage 
Paid at Tulsa, OK 


