
Bond Vote Set for September 
On Sept. 23, 1980 the Union Board of Education will present 

-to its patrons a proposal for a bond issue of $5,500,000. Its 
approval will allow construction to begin on Phase 1 of a new 
Junior High School, Phase II at Darnaby Elementary and some 
other projects that will be decided upon by the board at its Sept. 
board meeting. 

Union Public Schools has experienced phenomenal growth in 
the past 10- 12 years as can be readily seen from the following 
chart. 

Barton Named County Teacher 
of the Year 

Sue Barton, teacher at Briarglen Elementary, has recently 
been selected as the "1980 Tulsa County Teacher of the Year". 
She will be competing for the title of Oklahoma Teacher of the 
Year at the 27th Annual Teacher Recognition Day in Oklahoma 
City, September 19. 

Ms. Barton was nominated for this honor by fellow teachers 
because of her outstanding teaching abilities and community 
service. 

The announcement of the 1980 Teacher of the Year will be 
made at a special awards ceremony in Oklahoma City. 
Congratulations Ms. Barton on your nomination! 

Senior citizens living in the Union School District are eligible to 
receive a Gold Key pass this month to enable them to attend 
Redskin football games. 

This pass is available to any Union resident living on a 
retirement income, or who is past the age of 62. Gold Key passes 
give free admission to all activities, programs, and athletic events 
offered by Union schools. 

If you know someone who qualifies for the Gold Key Club, 
please call the Community Relations Office at 664-9400. 

Space is reserved for your district-related event 
or meeting on The Communicator Calendar of 
Events. Contact Telia Summy at 664-9400 to 
take advantage of this special offer. Deadline 
5th of each month. 

Total Total 
Year Enrollment Year Enrollment 

1967-1968 838 1974-1975 3551 
1968-1969 935 1975-1976 3918 
1969-1970 1042 1976-1977 4233 
1970-1971 1231 1977-1978 4673 
1971-1972 1609 1978-1979 5152 
1972-1973 2253 1979-1980 5604 
1973-1974 2817 1980-1981 6150 

At the same time that the enrollment has shown remarkable 
gains, the total new assessed valuation ot" the district has also 
shown a steady and very much needed gain. The figures for 
1980 place Union as second only to Tulsa District# 1 in total net 
assessed valuation. 

1968 6,734,183.00 1975 54,465,836.00 
1969 7,650,027.00 1976 61 ,474,880.00 
1970 8,869,721.00 1977 75,545,295.00 
1971 12,000,400.00 1978 85,124,694.00 
1972 15,768,460.00 1979 104,244,294.00 
1973 21 ,656,300.00 1980 134,690,049.00 
1974 31,822,029.00 

The state statutes allow a school district to issue general 
obligation bonds up to 10% of its net assessed valuation. This 
means that Union can issue bonds up to 13.4 million. There are 
outstanding bond issues from the past in the amount of 7.9 
million which makes the 5.5 million available. A sinking fund levy 
is a tax levied against all property for repaying these bond issues 
including both principal and interest. School boards may spend 
these bond issues over a long period of time which means you 
pay considerably more interest or you can repay these over a 
shorter period of time, saving on interest and recovering your 
ability to issue more bonds much faster. At Union, because of the 
rapid growth, we are now issuing five year bonds and since this 
has been done for the past four to five years we are recovering 
fast enough and gaining new valuation to the point that our tax 
rate will remain fairly constant. 

Following is a breakdown of taxes that are used primarily for 
school purposes. 

(1) 15 mills- Allowed by constitution- no vote required 

(2) 10 mills- Local Support- approved each year by voters 

(3) 5 mills - Emergency- approved each year by voters 

(4) 5 mills- Building Fund- approved each year by voters 

35 mills 

The sinking fund is then calculated by the excise board in order 
to pay principal and interest on the bonds due during that tax 
year. Some samples of our sinking fund levy for the past five 
years follow: 

1975 11 .23 
1976 17.41 

1977 16.39 
1978 24.29 

1979 26.99 
1980 24.13 (estimated) 

It is important to remember that all residents of Union School 
Districts and registered as a voter Jn Tulsa County are eligible to 
vote. It is also important to remember that approval must be by a 
60% margin of those voting for approval. 

The polling places will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. There is 
one change in the polling locations. Instead of Suncrest Baptist 
Church, the new polling site will be Bethany Free Will Ba.ptist 
Church at 7401 S. Memorial. Briarglen Elementary School at 
3303 S. 121 E. Ave. will be the other polling location. 
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REDSKIN TALK 

Expectations High for 1980-81 Sports 
by Gil Cloud, 

Director of Athletics 

The 1980-81 athletic season is here and expectations are high 
for an outstanding year. The athletes have been working with 
their coaches since early August and feel good about their 
chances to have an excellent year. 

As a new year comes, so do new faces on the coaching staff. 
New coaches this year include: Tim Johnson, junior high school 

·8th grade football and assistant varsity wrestling coach. Tim is an 
O.R.U. graduate and was an outstanding high school wrestler. 
Johnson did his intern teaching at Union last year and will blend 
in very well with Coach West and the wrestling program. 

David Hudson, high school driver's education, 9th grade 
football. 8th/9th grade basketball coach. David comes to the 
staff after a 4 year stint at Bixby. His experience and a willingness 
to work will enhance our programs. 

Tom O'Malley, junior high history teacher, varsity assistant 
football and junior high wrestling coach. O'Malley joins the 
coaching staff after a 9 year tenure at Tulsa Edison, the last 4 as 
head football coach. Tom will supervise the varsity linebackers in 
football. 

Curt Risner, high school driver's education, 9th grade football 
coach and varsity track assistant. Curt rejoins the coaching 
profession after one year in the athletic shoe business. His 
coaching experience includes stops at Woodward, Pryor, Grove 
and Bixby. He is an excellent addition to the staff. 

Beau Slemaker, fulltime substitute (junior and senior highs), 
head junior high wrestling and assistant 8th grade football coach. 
Beau comes to our staff as a recent graduate of O.S.U. where he 
participated in the varsity wrestling program. As a football and 
wrestling letterman at Broken Arrow High School, he is very 
knowledgeable and expects a great deal from his athletes. 

Buddy Slemp, high school science teacher, assistant girls 
basketball, head 8th grade football and assistant baseball coach. 
Buddy joins the staff after one year at 0. R. U. He was an all
stater at Tulsa Central in baseball as well as being a starter in 
football and basketball. 

Wendell Twist, elementary teacher at Grove Elementary and 
head 7th grade basketball coach. Wendell has been with the 
Union District elementary basketball programs the past 2 years. 

Edie Allen. health and physical education ·at Grove 
Elementary. head 9th grade basketball, assistant girls track 
coach. Edie is a graduate of O.S.U. where she played basketball 
and volleyball. Ms. Allen is very knowledgeable and has worked 
in camps each summer to help instruct the young students in the 
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proper techniques of athletics. 

* * * * * 
The Union Athletic Department was honored this August to be 

selected in a group of seven schools out of the 20,000 schools in 
the United States to help produce a film dealing with injuries in 
football. 

The actual filming took two days at Union Stadium and 
participants included the varsity football team and coaches. 

Dr. Dan Cooper of O.S.U. a renowned sports medical expert, 
did narration on site and Pat Summerall of the National Football 
League and Coach Bear Bryant of the University of Alabama, will 
do "voice-over" narration of the final cut. 

During the film.ing, the film crew and producer remarked many 
times how well disciplined the athletes were and how easy this 
filming was as compared to others they had .completed earlier. 

Comments 
This could be the best year for athletics in Union for many 

years. The athletes have worked hard with their coaches to 
perform for you. Many people have spent time and effort to 
produce this athletic program. 

Your support of high school athletics is critical at this time in 
our society. It has been said the athletics in particular and 
activities in general are "extra-curricular". 

I would like to submit that a phrase that better relates to the 
activities program at Union would be "inter-curricular". The 
athletics and activities program in our schools are a pa rt of the 
total experience each student will have during their years in the 
Union Public Schools. Let's enjoy and support the student· 
athletes this year and anticipate an outstanding year for all 
teams. 

Call Rumor Control 
664-9400 

(It's Working) 

Second Class Postage 
Paid at Tulsa, OK 
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9134 E. 46th Street 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 
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From the Superintendent's Desk! 

Year Starts Smoothly as Building Continues 
Union Public Schools began 

August 21, 1980 with one of the 
smoothest beginnings in recent 
history. Our faculty was treated 
to a rousing, positive thinking 
and insp1nng speech on 
Wednesday afternoon prior to 
school beginning and it 
really seemed to make things 
click for us. It was refreshing for 
me as an administrator to visit 
all the schools and hear very 
positive statements from our 
principals. As a general rule 
most classes were in real good 

shape as far as numbers go. There were a few exceptions and 
in a majority of these cases, adjustments will be made to get 
the class size to an acceptable level. In homogeneous 
grouping of students there are some advantages 
educationally, but sometimes it works a hardship when it 
comes to numbers. 

Darnaby Elementary School construction is still 
progressing at a very slow pace. The chiller that we were 
concerned about earlier has been installed and is not holding 
up progress. It is now a matter of different crafts getting their 
final work done. I am still hopeful of occupancy by October I. 
The students of Dam a by that are being bused to Byrd Junior 
High are in good hands and doing well. We have had a few 
telephone problems and a few traffic problems but with the 
cooperation of Tulsa Public Schools and our own staff these 
are being worked out. 

The high school addition is slowly but surely coming 
together but our expected date of completion September 30 
may be in jeopardy at this point. It will be a real nice facility 
once it is complete and will relieve some overcrowding at the 
high school site. 

The renovation at the Junior High School is substantially 
complete now. The new stairway is installed and operational 
with only a few minor items left for completion. We did a lot of 
rerouting of gas pipes and installed a fire suppression system 

Union Represented at ASFSA Conference 
The American School Food Service Association's (ASFSA) 

34th Annual Conference was held in Kansas City, Mo., July 20-
24, 1980. Conference attendees represented more tha 95,000 
federally-funded child nutrition programs throughout the 
country. 

·"Encountering the 80s" was the conference theme. Critical 
issues and problems pertaining to energy, food resources, rising 
production costs, and professional development were covered. 

The conference focused on the impact of rising costs and 
decreasing resources. Keynote speakers, including Astronaut 
Wally Schirra and Senator George McGovern (S.D. - D) , high
lighted the four general sessions. 

ASFSA is the largest professional association of school food 
service personnel in the country. 

Those attending from Union schools were: Patty Holt, Director 
of Food Services; Gail Adams, Beevers Elementary; Billie 
Williams, Union Junior High; Phyllis Lawbaugh, Beevers 
Elementary and Betty Waites, Union Junior High. 

at the kitchen hood. The corridors have been changed to 
meet fire and safety codes by installing new materials above 
the lockers and changing the combustible ceiling tile. 
Overall the facility has been modified to meet fire codes with 
the completion of the fire alarm system operational at this 
point. 

I would urge your support of the upcoming bond issue on 
September 23 as its passage is vital to the continued building 
programs of the district. The funds are desperately needed as 
our district continues to grow at a rapid rate. We gained over 
six hundred new students last year and if the present trend 
continues, our new student count will approach that number 
before May of 1981. Our Board continually monitors the 
growth of the district and makes every attempt to build the 
facilities that are needed for a growing student population. 
The tax rate will not change significantly so we need your 
continued support. If you have questions concerning the bond 
issue please do not hesitate to call our office. 

The Secret of Success 
Do you know how to fail? If you do, then you will also know the 

secret of succeeding, for the two are forever locked together. On 
a thousand gridirons, coaches each Fall prepare their charges to 
take the field of battle in the grand sport of football. Do you know 
the first lessons those candidates for the team will be taught? Not 
how to make a touchdown- that is easy. The first thing they must 
learn is to fall down and for days the coaches will be teaching 
their teams how to be tackled, how to fall limp so as not to be hurt, 
how to expect to fall and then rise again and press onward toward 
the goal. 

EDPRESS 

Rev. William E. Phifer Jr. 
Christian Observer 

Union Public Schools 
9134 E. 46th Street 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 
Telephone 664-9400 

Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Wesley Jarman 

Issued to patrons of the Union Public School system free of charge. 
Subscription rates to other interested parties available upon request. 

Editor- Telia Summy 

Published the fifteenth of each month from August through May at 
9134 E. 46th Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 74145. Back issues are 
available. Printed by Mark Advertising and Graphics, Inc. 
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fhe. architectural drawing above indicates the entire junior high school floor plan. It is advantageous to complete the 
des1gn of the entire structure and then build in phases as funds are available. The white area will be phase 1 construction 
and coupled with some portable buildings will be able to house one grade level at its completion. Our plans call for phase 
II construction in the next bond election. 
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New Lunch Prices Approved by Board 
Union Board of Education approved the 80-81lunch prices in 

their regular August Board meeting. Elementary students will be 
paying 75 cents, junio'r high students will pay 85 cents, and high 
school students will pay one dollar. Extra milk will be served at a 
cost of 5 cents until October 1 and then the cost will increase to 8 
cents due to changes in federal reimbursement. 

A continental-style breakfast consisting of cereal or a bread, Y2 
pint milk and 4 ounces juice will be served at Roy Clark 
Elementary, Briarglen Elementary and Union Junior High for40 
cents. Union High School may purchase breakfast for 45 cents. 

The National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs are 
facing the most serious financial crunch in their 34 year history. 
The federally subsidized programs have received a $500 million 

Hard Work and Dedication Bring 
Honors to UHS Drill Team 

Dedication, hard work, high kicks and lots of smiles are some 
of the qualities each member of the Union High Stepper Drill 
Team must have. 

Each practice is conducted an as actual performance comp.lete 
with smiles, smiles, smiles! It is quite evident that every girl on the 
team is there because she wants to be. 

Discipline is a must to produce the quality drill team Union 
High School possesses. During the summer, the girls were 
fortunate to attend a special camp for drill teams at Central State 
University. Practice began at 6:00 A.M. each morning and . 
continued throughout the day regardless of hot temperatures. 
Besides walking away with several group awards, many of the 
girls placed in individual competition. "The girls are very proud 
of their accomplishments," says Jennie Buck, drill team sponsor. 
"And they deserve to be". 

Shiny satin uniforms and brand new props are recent 
additions for the upcoming athletic season. Many new dance 
routines will also be performed. 

Why would a girl try out for the Union High School team with 
such hard work and long hours of practice ahead? "It is indeed an 
honor to be a Union High Steeper," states Mrs. Buck. "Anyone 
who wants that honor must be dedicated enough to accept that 
hard work." 

Dedication and persistant stress on perfection and positive 
attitudes come not only from drill team members, but also their 
sponsor Jeannie Buck. Although this is Mrs. Buck's first year as 
team sponsor, she has arranged for receipt of a new stereo 
system used to assist the girls in making each performance one to 
be proud of. 

Although the hours are long and the work is hard ... the reward 
in uncomparable. Just ask any Union High Stepper. 

Food Services Help Needed 
Extra money, an opportunity to work around young 

people, a chance to learn more about good nutrition, and 
excellent working conditions are benefits offered by 
Union's Food Services. Department Director Patty Holt 
says there are still openings available for part-time help in 
school kitchens. Call Ms. Holt at 664-9400 between 8 

. A.M. and 4 P.M. Monday through Friday for further 
information. 

cut in reimbursement funding. This in itself is frightening but 
coupled with the escalating cost of food and labor, food service 
personnel and parents across the nation are really feeling the 
budget reductions. 

Union Food Service Director, Patty Holt, anticipates a 15 
percent increase in food cost for the 80-81 school year plus a 10 
to 12 percent increase in labor cost. The district stands to lose 
anywhere from $20,000 to $60,000 in federal reimbursement 
depending on where the joint House Education and Labor 
CommHtee and the Senate Agriculture Committee decide to 
make these cuts. The areas in which these cuts will be made will 
not be determined until the committee votes in October. These 
federal reimbursement reductions will then become retroactive 
to the beginning of the school year. 

Although lunch prices have risen at Union Schools, your child 
will be guaranteed a well-balanced meal through the National 
School Lunch Program. School lunch is still a great bargain both 
financially and nutritionally. 

Curriculum Days Set 
School to Let Out Early 

School will be dismissed one hour early on five scheduled days 
to allow teachers time for departmental curriculum coordination, 
according to assistant Superintendent George Hayes. 

The proposed dates include: 
* September 1 7, 1980 
* November12, 1980 
* February 4, 1981 
* April 1, 1981 
* May 6, 1981 

Specific purposes of the meetings are: (1) curriculum 
coordination within the individual schools (2) transitional 
curriculull} planning between the various phases of school 
assimilation; (3) teacher input into curriculum needs and 
organizational structure; and (4) formalization of a unifor~ 
instructional phase in all elementary and secondary schools m 
the critical areas such as reading, science and mathematics. 
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September Calendar 
Sept. 1 LABOR DAY - No School 

2 School Board Meeting (UJH) 7:00 P.M. 
3 Softball Union vs. Owasso 3:30 P.M. (here) 
4 Softball Union vs. Webster 3:30 P.M. (there 
4 Football Union vs. Stillwater 7:30 P.M. (here) 
8 Kindergarten Buses begin A.M. and P.M. pickup and 

delivery . 
8 Football 8th-9th Grade vs. Owasso (there) 6:00 P.M. 
8 Football 7th Grade vs. Jenks 7:00 P.M. (there) 
8 Football J .V. vs. Stillwater 7:00 P.M. (there) 
8 Softball Union vs. Sand Springs 3:30 P.M. (here) 
9 Softball Union vs. Bixby 3:30 P.M. (here) 
9 Football Soph. vs. Bixby 7:00 P.M. (here) 
9 P.T.A. Boevers 7:30 P.M. 

11 Football 7 -8-9th Grade vs. Sand Springs Central 
5:00 P.M. (here) 

12 Football Union vs. Sapulpa 8:00 P.M. (there) 
15 Football Union J.V. vs. Sapulpa 7:00 P.M. (here) 
15 P.T.A. executive board 1:00 P.M. Briarglen, St. 

Mathews Methodist Church 
16 Softball Union vs. Bishop· Kelly 3:30 P.M. (there) 
16 Football Soph. vs. Broken Arrow 7:00 P.M. (here) 

Sept. 17 Curriculum Meeting- School dismissed early-1 :30 
Secondary 2:00 Elementary 

18 Softball Union vs. Jenks 3:30 P.M. (there) 
18 Football 7th Grade vs. Bixby (here) 

8-9th Grade vs. Broken Arrow Central 6:00 P.M. 
(there) 

18 P.T.A. Board Meeting, Peters 1:00 
19 Elementary Progress Reports Distributed 
19 Football Union vs. Sand Springs 8 :00 P.M. (there) 
19 Cross Country McLain 
22 Football J .V. vs. Sand Springs 7:00 P.M. (here) 
23 Football 8-9th Grade vs. Vixby 6:00 P.M. (here) 
23 Soph. vs. Jenks 7:00 P.M. (there) 
23 Principal's Meeting- Peters 9:00 A.M. 
23 P.T.A. Briarglen 7:30 P.M. 
23 P.T.A. Peters 7:00 P.M. 
25 Softball Union vs. Bixby 3:30 P.M. (here) 
26 Football Union vs. Tahlequah 8:00 P.M. (there) 
26 Cross-Country Edison H.S. 
29 Football 7th Grade vs. Owasso 6:00 P.M. (there) 
29 J.V. vs. Tahlequah 7:00 P.M. (here) 
29 Softball Union vs. Sand Springs 3:30 P.M. (there) 

UNION REDSKINS 
1980 SEASON SCHEDULE 

DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME 
S~pt. 4 Stillwater Here 7:30P.M. 
Se~t. 12 Sapulpa There 8:00P.M. 
Sept. 19 Sand Springs There 8:00P.M. 
Sept. 26 Tahlequah There 8 :00P.M. 
Oct. 3 t Bishop Kelley Here 8:00P.M. 
Oct. 10 t Jenks There 8:00P.M. 
Oct. 16 tWebster Here 8:00P.M. 
Oct. 24 *College High There 8:00P.M. 
Oct. 31 t*Owasso Here 8:00P.M. 
Nov. 7 t*Bixby Here 8:00P.M. 

t Metro 7 Conference *District Games 
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Second Graders Advise New Students 

Now that you're in the second grade, what would be your 
advice to a brand new first grader? This question is one posed 
recently to second graders at Boevers Elementary School. 

It seems first graders "get more play periods, go to lunch first 
and get stars for being good." 

However, there ARE some things those first time students 
should be aware of. A first grader should never ever scribble, do 
naughty things ... don't EVER talk back to your teacher and don't 
fight! The highlight of the NO NO advice was made by second
grader Mathew Thummel, "Remember to not open the bath
room door when someone is in there!" 

First graders learn the basic reading, writing, and arithmetic 
skills. But when asked some of the "neat" things a second grader 
could tell to those first graders, the responses held a wide range 
of variety, including a comment from Kari Beil, "you get to go 
outside for recess . . . and there's LOTS OF BOYS!" Other fun 
things composing school were meeting new friends, eating in a 
cafeteria, standing in line and eating tacos, hamburgers and 
chicken! 

Teachers seem to be quite different in first grade than in 
second. The chief distinction appeared to be that first grade 
teachers teach first grade and second grade teachers teach 
second! Makes sense doesn't it? Teachers also have "different 
names". 

Interested in Girl Scouting? 
Contact your school office or call 

Peggy 252-7436 Joyce 252·4847 
Girl Scout Office 749·2551 

* * * * * 
Arinthia Bredouw is conducting classes in oil painting 

for people of all ages at all stages. The number of students 
is limited to seven which enables everyone to receive 
individual attention. 

Cost of six lessons is $36.00. For further information 
call: 747-1001. 

Ambitions and career choices ranged from doctors, Dallas 
Cowboy Cheerleaders to rodeo cowboys. Laura Petros wants to 
become a professional waitress "because you get free food". 
Soccer upstaged football as the number one sport to pursue as a 
career. Brian Reeder wants to be a banker because "you get 
more money for the job!" 

Asked to sum up first grade in just a few words . . . one 
comment came from the back of the room ... "shape up or ship 
out!" Overall, first grade was summed up in one word .. . FUN! 

Do you know a handicapped child in your 
neighborhood who may not be receiving special 
services? Call 664-9400 - Elaine Minson, Director, 
Special Services. 

Union Public Schools 
School Calendar 1980-1981 

Orientation for New Teachers 
Faculty In-Service Orientation 
First Day of School 

Aug. 18, 1980 
Aug. 19, 20, 1980 (P) 
Aug. 21, 1980 (Dl) 

Labor Day Sept. 1, 1980 (H) 
Fair Day 
OEA State Teacher Meetings 

Oct. 3, 1980 (H) 
Oct. 16, 17, 1980 (P) 
Oct. 24, 1980 (DT) End First Quarter 

First Quarter 

Start Second Quarter 
Thanksgiving Vacation 
Winter Vacation 
End Second Quarter 

Second Quarter 

43 Days Taught (Dl) 
4 Professional Days (P} 
2 Holidays (H) 

Oct. 27, 1980 (DT) 
Nov. 27, 28, 1980(H) 
Dec. 22-Jan. 2 (H) 
Jan. 9, 1981 (Dl) 

43 Days Taught (Dl) 
0 Professional Days (P) 

14 Holidays (H) 
FIRST SEMESTER TOTALS 86 Days Taught (Dl) 

Start Third Quarter 
OEA District Meeting 
End Third Quarter 
Spring Vacation 

Third Quarter 

Start Fourth Quarter 
End Fourth Quarter 

Fourth Quarter 

4 Professional Days (P) 
14 Holidays (H) 

Jan. 12, 1981 (Dl) 
Mar. 6, 1981 (P) 
Mar. 13, 1981 (DT) 
Mar. 16-20, 1981 (H) 

44 Days Taught (Dl) 
1 Professional Day (P) 
5 Holidays (H) 

Mar. 23, 1981 (DT) 
May 22, 1981 (Dl) 

45 Days Taught (DT) 
0 Professional Days (P) 
0 Holidays (H) 

SECOND SEMESTER TOTALS 89 Days Taught (DT) 
1 Professional Day (P) 
5 Holidays (H) 

GRAND TOTAL 175 Days Taught (Dl) 

Memorial Day 
Teacher's Last Day 

5 Professional Days (P) 
19 Holidays (H) 

May 25, 1981 (H) 
May 26, 1981 
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Stress School Bus Safety 
The school year has begun, and school bus safety is a must. 

Coming through the year safety, depends a great deal on the 
conduct of the students themselves and how well they observe 
rules. In observance of SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK Sept. 8-
12, parents should take time to sit down and read over the rules 
and regulations from the Safety and Behavior Code with their 
children. 

Safety and Behavior Code 
1. The emergency door is not to be opened except at the 

direction of the bus driver. 
2. No student is permitted to be out of his seat while bus is in 

motion. 
3. All students are under the direct control and supervision of 

the bus driver while on the bus. Obey driver's suggestions 
promptly. 

4 . Keep all parts of the body inside the bus at all times after 
entering and until leaving the bus. 

5. No food, drink, tobacco or smoking will be permitted on the 
bus. 

6. No seat is reserved or may be held for another student. 
7. No one should run toward a school bus while it is in motion. 
8. Pupils who must eros~ road after alighting from bus should 

pass in front of the bus at the direction of the bus driver. 
Pupils are not to cross behind the bus. 

9 . No one shall throw objects or spit on the bus or out the 
window. 

10. Va ndalism or destruction will be paid for by offender. Cut 
seats will cost offender: $25.00 per back and $17.00 per 
cushion. 

11. Students are not to talk to driver while on the bus. 
12. Any complaint by drivers, pupils, or parents should be 

reported to principal and/or the transportation 
department. 

13. STUDENTS CAN BE DENIED PERMISSION TO RIDE A 
BUS TO AND FROM SCHOOL Parents must assume 
responsibility for the behavior of his child while riding the 
bus. If permission to ride the bus is revoked, the parent 
must provide transportation to and from school for his 
child . until such time as reinstatement may be made. 

Protect our 
Children! 

The yellow school bus is the world's safest mode of 
transportation-transporting approximately 3200 children to and 
from Union schools daily. As our safest vehicle, it also provides 
the most economical and dependable transportation service. 

There are 31 Union school buses which travel 66 routes 
covering about 1300 miles daily. All bus drivers are trained in 
safety driving, but safety is a two-way street- riders must do their 
part in observing safety rules to experience a safe ride. 

Bus Riding: A Privilege 
According to Oklahoma State Law the" . .. . school district may 

provide transportation for each child who should attend any 
public elementary or high school when, and only when, 
transportation is necessary for accomplishment of one of the 
following purposes: (1) to provide adequate education facilities 
and opportunities which otherwise would not be available, (2) to 
transport children whose homes are more than a reasonable 
walking distance .. . " (School Law Ar_ticle IX, Section 9-101-
1971 stipulation) . 

A reasonable walking distance· is further defined as 1\12 miles 
by state law. 

"Therefore, by law, it is a privilege to ride a bus and not a right 
to such transportation," said Stockstill, Associate Superin
tendent. 

The "X's Make the Dxfference." 
By Wxnnxe Chxlders 

_ An Axrlxne xn Tulsa has the slogan "X Makes the Dxfference." 
Xf you don't belxeve that the X makes the dxfference- just look 
at how the Unxon School Bus drxvers see the X's whxle tryxng to 
make thexr txme schedules and whxle tryxng to keep dxscxplxne 
on the bus. 

"You can waxt, X wxll be only a mxnute. X got up late." 

"X was at my house, why dxdn't you make an extra stop for me?" 

"X am takxng my pet to school today. She xs xn my pocket. " 
"X want to move the bus stop." 

"X need to borrow some lunch money." 

"X want to stop at the store and get some breakfast." 
"X forgot my books, waxt for me." 

"X want to fxnxsh my cxgarette, then X will get on the bus." 

"X am stayxng wxth my frxend so go by hxs house tomorrow 
mornxng." 

"X have a new job, here xs a note from my parents, they say to 
take me to work on Monday, Wednesday and Frxday of each 
week. You can go rxght by there." 

"X am the Gxrls Club leader. Brxng all the gxrls to my house on 
Tuesdays." 

"X am hungry and must eat on the bus." 

"X am havxng a nxcotxne fxt and must smoke on the bus My 
parents won't let me smoke at home." . 

Xn a bus load of 88 or more students (each trxp) all thxs adds 
up to a lot of X's. Parents, please help bus drxvers by 
encouragxng your chxldren to thxnk more about others and a 
lxttle less about the X. 
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Second Graders Advise New Students 

Now that you're in the second grade, what would be your 
advice to a brand new first grader? This question is one posed 
recently to second graders at Boevers Elementary School. 

It seems first graders "get more play periods, go to lunch first 
and get stars for being good." 

However, there ARE some things those first time students 
should be aware of. A first grader should never ever scribble, do 
naughty things ... don't EVER talk back to your teacher and don't 
fight! The highlight of the NO NO advice was made by second
grader Mathew Thummel, "Remember to not open the bath
room door when someone is in there!" 

First graders learn the basic reading, writing, and arithmetic 
skills. But when asked some of the "neat" things a second grader 
could tell to those first graders, the responses held a wide range 
of variety, including a comment from Kari Beil, "you get to go 
outside for recess . . . and there's LOTS OF BOYS!" Other fun 
things composing school were meeting new friends, eating in a 
cafeteria, standing in line and eating tacos, hamburgers and 
chicken! 

Teachers seem to be quite different in first grade than in 
second. The chief distinction appeared to be that first grade 
teachers teach first grade and second grade teachers teach 
second! Makes sense doesn't it? Teachers also have "different 
names". 

Interested in Girl Scouting? 
Contact your school office or call 

Peggy 252-7436 Joyce 252·4847 
Girl Scout Office 749·2551 

* * * * * 
Arinthia Bredouw is conducting classes in oil painting 

for people of all ages at all stages. The number of students 
is limited to seven which enables everyone to receive 
individual attention. 

Cost of six lessons is $36.00. For further information 
call: 747-1001. 

Ambitions and career choices ranged from doctors, Dallas 
Cowboy Cheerleaders to rodeo cowboys. Laura Petros wants to 
become a professional waitress "because you get free food". 
Soccer upstaged football as the number one sport to pursue as a 
career. Brian Reeder wants to be a banker because "you get 
more money for the job!" 

Asked to sum up first grade in just a few words . . . one 
comment came from the back of the room ... "shape up or ship 
out!" Overall, first grade was summed up in one word .. . FUN! 

Do you know a handicapped child in your 
neighborhood who may not be receiving special 
services? Call 664-9400 - Elaine Minson, Director, 
Special Services. 

Union Public Schools 
School Calendar 1980-1981 

Orientation for New Teachers 
Faculty In-Service Orientation 
First Day of School 

Aug. 18, 1980 
Aug. 19, 20, 1980 (P) 
Aug. 21, 1980 (Dl) 

Labor Day Sept. 1, 1980 (H) 
Fair Day 
OEA State Teacher Meetings 

Oct. 3, 1980 (H) 
Oct. 16, 17, 1980 (P) 
Oct. 24, 1980 (DT) End First Quarter 

First Quarter 

Start Second Quarter 
Thanksgiving Vacation 
Winter Vacation 
End Second Quarter 

Second Quarter 

43 Days Taught (Dl) 
4 Professional Days (P} 
2 Holidays (H) 

Oct. 27, 1980 (DT) 
Nov. 27, 28, 1980(H) 
Dec. 22-Jan. 2 (H) 
Jan. 9, 1981 (Dl) 

43 Days Taught (Dl) 
0 Professional Days (P) 

14 Holidays (H) 
FIRST SEMESTER TOTALS 86 Days Taught (Dl) 

Start Third Quarter 
OEA District Meeting 
End Third Quarter 
Spring Vacation 

Third Quarter 

Start Fourth Quarter 
End Fourth Quarter 

Fourth Quarter 

4 Professional Days (P) 
14 Holidays (H) 

Jan. 12, 1981 (Dl) 
Mar. 6, 1981 (P) 
Mar. 13, 1981 (DT) 
Mar. 16-20, 1981 (H) 

44 Days Taught (Dl) 
1 Professional Day (P) 
5 Holidays (H) 

Mar. 23, 1981 (DT) 
May 22, 1981 (Dl) 

45 Days Taught (DT) 
0 Professional Days (P) 
0 Holidays (H) 

SECOND SEMESTER TOTALS 89 Days Taught (DT) 
1 Professional Day (P) 
5 Holidays (H) 

GRAND TOTAL 175 Days Taught (Dl) 

Memorial Day 
Teacher's Last Day 

5 Professional Days (P) 
19 Holidays (H) 

May 25, 1981 (H) 
May 26, 1981 
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Stress School Bus Safety 
The school year has begun, and school bus safety is a must. 

Coming through the year safety, depends a great deal on the 
conduct of the students themselves and how well they observe 
rules. In observance of SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK Sept. 8-
12, parents should take time to sit down and read over the rules 
and regulations from the Safety and Behavior Code with their 
children. 

Safety and Behavior Code 
1. The emergency door is not to be opened except at the 

direction of the bus driver. 
2. No student is permitted to be out of his seat while bus is in 

motion. 
3. All students are under the direct control and supervision of 

the bus driver while on the bus. Obey driver's suggestions 
promptly. 

4 . Keep all parts of the body inside the bus at all times after 
entering and until leaving the bus. 

5. No food, drink, tobacco or smoking will be permitted on the 
bus. 

6. No seat is reserved or may be held for another student. 
7. No one should run toward a school bus while it is in motion. 
8. Pupils who must eros~ road after alighting from bus should 

pass in front of the bus at the direction of the bus driver. 
Pupils are not to cross behind the bus. 

9 . No one shall throw objects or spit on the bus or out the 
window. 

10. Va ndalism or destruction will be paid for by offender. Cut 
seats will cost offender: $25.00 per back and $17.00 per 
cushion. 

11. Students are not to talk to driver while on the bus. 
12. Any complaint by drivers, pupils, or parents should be 

reported to principal and/or the transportation 
department. 

13. STUDENTS CAN BE DENIED PERMISSION TO RIDE A 
BUS TO AND FROM SCHOOL Parents must assume 
responsibility for the behavior of his child while riding the 
bus. If permission to ride the bus is revoked, the parent 
must provide transportation to and from school for his 
child . until such time as reinstatement may be made. 

Protect our 
Children! 

The yellow school bus is the world's safest mode of 
transportation-transporting approximately 3200 children to and 
from Union schools daily. As our safest vehicle, it also provides 
the most economical and dependable transportation service. 

There are 31 Union school buses which travel 66 routes 
covering about 1300 miles daily. All bus drivers are trained in 
safety driving, but safety is a two-way street- riders must do their 
part in observing safety rules to experience a safe ride. 

Bus Riding: A Privilege 
According to Oklahoma State Law the" . .. . school district may 

provide transportation for each child who should attend any 
public elementary or high school when, and only when, 
transportation is necessary for accomplishment of one of the 
following purposes: (1) to provide adequate education facilities 
and opportunities which otherwise would not be available, (2) to 
transport children whose homes are more than a reasonable 
walking distance .. . " (School Law Ar_ticle IX, Section 9-101-
1971 stipulation) . 

A reasonable walking distance· is further defined as 1\12 miles 
by state law. 

"Therefore, by law, it is a privilege to ride a bus and not a right 
to such transportation," said Stockstill, Associate Superin
tendent. 

The "X's Make the Dxfference." 
By Wxnnxe Chxlders 

_ An Axrlxne xn Tulsa has the slogan "X Makes the Dxfference." 
Xf you don't belxeve that the X makes the dxfference- just look 
at how the Unxon School Bus drxvers see the X's whxle tryxng to 
make thexr txme schedules and whxle tryxng to keep dxscxplxne 
on the bus. 

"You can waxt, X wxll be only a mxnute. X got up late." 

"X was at my house, why dxdn't you make an extra stop for me?" 

"X am takxng my pet to school today. She xs xn my pocket. " 
"X want to move the bus stop." 

"X need to borrow some lunch money." 

"X want to stop at the store and get some breakfast." 
"X forgot my books, waxt for me." 

"X want to fxnxsh my cxgarette, then X will get on the bus." 

"X am stayxng wxth my frxend so go by hxs house tomorrow 
mornxng." 

"X have a new job, here xs a note from my parents, they say to 
take me to work on Monday, Wednesday and Frxday of each 
week. You can go rxght by there." 

"X am the Gxrls Club leader. Brxng all the gxrls to my house on 
Tuesdays." 

"X am hungry and must eat on the bus." 

"X am havxng a nxcotxne fxt and must smoke on the bus My 
parents won't let me smoke at home." . 

Xn a bus load of 88 or more students (each trxp) all thxs adds 
up to a lot of X's. Parents, please help bus drxvers by 
encouragxng your chxldren to thxnk more about others and a 
lxttle less about the X. 
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New Lunch Prices Approved by Board 
Union Board of Education approved the 80-81lunch prices in 

their regular August Board meeting. Elementary students will be 
paying 75 cents, junio'r high students will pay 85 cents, and high 
school students will pay one dollar. Extra milk will be served at a 
cost of 5 cents until October 1 and then the cost will increase to 8 
cents due to changes in federal reimbursement. 

A continental-style breakfast consisting of cereal or a bread, Y2 
pint milk and 4 ounces juice will be served at Roy Clark 
Elementary, Briarglen Elementary and Union Junior High for40 
cents. Union High School may purchase breakfast for 45 cents. 

The National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs are 
facing the most serious financial crunch in their 34 year history. 
The federally subsidized programs have received a $500 million 

Hard Work and Dedication Bring 
Honors to UHS Drill Team 

Dedication, hard work, high kicks and lots of smiles are some 
of the qualities each member of the Union High Stepper Drill 
Team must have. 

Each practice is conducted an as actual performance comp.lete 
with smiles, smiles, smiles! It is quite evident that every girl on the 
team is there because she wants to be. 

Discipline is a must to produce the quality drill team Union 
High School possesses. During the summer, the girls were 
fortunate to attend a special camp for drill teams at Central State 
University. Practice began at 6:00 A.M. each morning and . 
continued throughout the day regardless of hot temperatures. 
Besides walking away with several group awards, many of the 
girls placed in individual competition. "The girls are very proud 
of their accomplishments," says Jennie Buck, drill team sponsor. 
"And they deserve to be". 

Shiny satin uniforms and brand new props are recent 
additions for the upcoming athletic season. Many new dance 
routines will also be performed. 

Why would a girl try out for the Union High School team with 
such hard work and long hours of practice ahead? "It is indeed an 
honor to be a Union High Steeper," states Mrs. Buck. "Anyone 
who wants that honor must be dedicated enough to accept that 
hard work." 

Dedication and persistant stress on perfection and positive 
attitudes come not only from drill team members, but also their 
sponsor Jeannie Buck. Although this is Mrs. Buck's first year as 
team sponsor, she has arranged for receipt of a new stereo 
system used to assist the girls in making each performance one to 
be proud of. 

Although the hours are long and the work is hard ... the reward 
in uncomparable. Just ask any Union High Stepper. 

Food Services Help Needed 
Extra money, an opportunity to work around young 

people, a chance to learn more about good nutrition, and 
excellent working conditions are benefits offered by 
Union's Food Services. Department Director Patty Holt 
says there are still openings available for part-time help in 
school kitchens. Call Ms. Holt at 664-9400 between 8 

. A.M. and 4 P.M. Monday through Friday for further 
information. 

cut in reimbursement funding. This in itself is frightening but 
coupled with the escalating cost of food and labor, food service 
personnel and parents across the nation are really feeling the 
budget reductions. 

Union Food Service Director, Patty Holt, anticipates a 15 
percent increase in food cost for the 80-81 school year plus a 10 
to 12 percent increase in labor cost. The district stands to lose 
anywhere from $20,000 to $60,000 in federal reimbursement 
depending on where the joint House Education and Labor 
CommHtee and the Senate Agriculture Committee decide to 
make these cuts. The areas in which these cuts will be made will 
not be determined until the committee votes in October. These 
federal reimbursement reductions will then become retroactive 
to the beginning of the school year. 

Although lunch prices have risen at Union Schools, your child 
will be guaranteed a well-balanced meal through the National 
School Lunch Program. School lunch is still a great bargain both 
financially and nutritionally. 

Curriculum Days Set 
School to Let Out Early 

School will be dismissed one hour early on five scheduled days 
to allow teachers time for departmental curriculum coordination, 
according to assistant Superintendent George Hayes. 

The proposed dates include: 
* September 1 7, 1980 
* November12, 1980 
* February 4, 1981 
* April 1, 1981 
* May 6, 1981 

Specific purposes of the meetings are: (1) curriculum 
coordination within the individual schools (2) transitional 
curriculull} planning between the various phases of school 
assimilation; (3) teacher input into curriculum needs and 
organizational structure; and (4) formalization of a unifor~ 
instructional phase in all elementary and secondary schools m 
the critical areas such as reading, science and mathematics. 
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September Calendar 
Sept. 1 LABOR DAY - No School 

2 School Board Meeting (UJH) 7:00 P.M. 
3 Softball Union vs. Owasso 3:30 P.M. (here) 
4 Softball Union vs. Webster 3:30 P.M. (there 
4 Football Union vs. Stillwater 7:30 P.M. (here) 
8 Kindergarten Buses begin A.M. and P.M. pickup and 

delivery . 
8 Football 8th-9th Grade vs. Owasso (there) 6:00 P.M. 
8 Football 7th Grade vs. Jenks 7:00 P.M. (there) 
8 Football J .V. vs. Stillwater 7:00 P.M. (there) 
8 Softball Union vs. Sand Springs 3:30 P.M. (here) 
9 Softball Union vs. Bixby 3:30 P.M. (here) 
9 Football Soph. vs. Bixby 7:00 P.M. (here) 
9 P.T.A. Boevers 7:30 P.M. 

11 Football 7 -8-9th Grade vs. Sand Springs Central 
5:00 P.M. (here) 

12 Football Union vs. Sapulpa 8:00 P.M. (there) 
15 Football Union J.V. vs. Sapulpa 7:00 P.M. (here) 
15 P.T.A. executive board 1:00 P.M. Briarglen, St. 

Mathews Methodist Church 
16 Softball Union vs. Bishop· Kelly 3:30 P.M. (there) 
16 Football Soph. vs. Broken Arrow 7:00 P.M. (here) 

Sept. 17 Curriculum Meeting- School dismissed early-1 :30 
Secondary 2:00 Elementary 

18 Softball Union vs. Jenks 3:30 P.M. (there) 
18 Football 7th Grade vs. Bixby (here) 

8-9th Grade vs. Broken Arrow Central 6:00 P.M. 
(there) 

18 P.T.A. Board Meeting, Peters 1:00 
19 Elementary Progress Reports Distributed 
19 Football Union vs. Sand Springs 8 :00 P.M. (there) 
19 Cross Country McLain 
22 Football J .V. vs. Sand Springs 7:00 P.M. (here) 
23 Football 8-9th Grade vs. Vixby 6:00 P.M. (here) 
23 Soph. vs. Jenks 7:00 P.M. (there) 
23 Principal's Meeting- Peters 9:00 A.M. 
23 P.T.A. Briarglen 7:30 P.M. 
23 P.T.A. Peters 7:00 P.M. 
25 Softball Union vs. Bixby 3:30 P.M. (here) 
26 Football Union vs. Tahlequah 8:00 P.M. (there) 
26 Cross-Country Edison H.S. 
29 Football 7th Grade vs. Owasso 6:00 P.M. (there) 
29 J.V. vs. Tahlequah 7:00 P.M. (here) 
29 Softball Union vs. Sand Springs 3:30 P.M. (there) 

UNION REDSKINS 
1980 SEASON SCHEDULE 

DATE OPPONENT SITE TIME 
S~pt. 4 Stillwater Here 7:30P.M. 
Se~t. 12 Sapulpa There 8:00P.M. 
Sept. 19 Sand Springs There 8:00P.M. 
Sept. 26 Tahlequah There 8 :00P.M. 
Oct. 3 t Bishop Kelley Here 8:00P.M. 
Oct. 10 t Jenks There 8:00P.M. 
Oct. 16 tWebster Here 8:00P.M. 
Oct. 24 *College High There 8:00P.M. 
Oct. 31 t*Owasso Here 8:00P.M. 
Nov. 7 t*Bixby Here 8:00P.M. 

t Metro 7 Conference *District Games 
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From the Superintendent's Desk! 

Year Starts Smoothly as Building Continues 
Union Public Schools began 

August 21, 1980 with one of the 
smoothest beginnings in recent 
history. Our faculty was treated 
to a rousing, positive thinking 
and insp1nng speech on 
Wednesday afternoon prior to 
school beginning and it 
really seemed to make things 
click for us. It was refreshing for 
me as an administrator to visit 
all the schools and hear very 
positive statements from our 
principals. As a general rule 
most classes were in real good 

shape as far as numbers go. There were a few exceptions and 
in a majority of these cases, adjustments will be made to get 
the class size to an acceptable level. In homogeneous 
grouping of students there are some advantages 
educationally, but sometimes it works a hardship when it 
comes to numbers. 

Darnaby Elementary School construction is still 
progressing at a very slow pace. The chiller that we were 
concerned about earlier has been installed and is not holding 
up progress. It is now a matter of different crafts getting their 
final work done. I am still hopeful of occupancy by October I. 
The students of Dam a by that are being bused to Byrd Junior 
High are in good hands and doing well. We have had a few 
telephone problems and a few traffic problems but with the 
cooperation of Tulsa Public Schools and our own staff these 
are being worked out. 

The high school addition is slowly but surely coming 
together but our expected date of completion September 30 
may be in jeopardy at this point. It will be a real nice facility 
once it is complete and will relieve some overcrowding at the 
high school site. 

The renovation at the Junior High School is substantially 
complete now. The new stairway is installed and operational 
with only a few minor items left for completion. We did a lot of 
rerouting of gas pipes and installed a fire suppression system 

Union Represented at ASFSA Conference 
The American School Food Service Association's (ASFSA) 

34th Annual Conference was held in Kansas City, Mo., July 20-
24, 1980. Conference attendees represented more tha 95,000 
federally-funded child nutrition programs throughout the 
country. 

·"Encountering the 80s" was the conference theme. Critical 
issues and problems pertaining to energy, food resources, rising 
production costs, and professional development were covered. 

The conference focused on the impact of rising costs and 
decreasing resources. Keynote speakers, including Astronaut 
Wally Schirra and Senator George McGovern (S.D. - D) , high
lighted the four general sessions. 

ASFSA is the largest professional association of school food 
service personnel in the country. 

Those attending from Union schools were: Patty Holt, Director 
of Food Services; Gail Adams, Beevers Elementary; Billie 
Williams, Union Junior High; Phyllis Lawbaugh, Beevers 
Elementary and Betty Waites, Union Junior High. 

at the kitchen hood. The corridors have been changed to 
meet fire and safety codes by installing new materials above 
the lockers and changing the combustible ceiling tile. 
Overall the facility has been modified to meet fire codes with 
the completion of the fire alarm system operational at this 
point. 

I would urge your support of the upcoming bond issue on 
September 23 as its passage is vital to the continued building 
programs of the district. The funds are desperately needed as 
our district continues to grow at a rapid rate. We gained over 
six hundred new students last year and if the present trend 
continues, our new student count will approach that number 
before May of 1981. Our Board continually monitors the 
growth of the district and makes every attempt to build the 
facilities that are needed for a growing student population. 
The tax rate will not change significantly so we need your 
continued support. If you have questions concerning the bond 
issue please do not hesitate to call our office. 

The Secret of Success 
Do you know how to fail? If you do, then you will also know the 

secret of succeeding, for the two are forever locked together. On 
a thousand gridirons, coaches each Fall prepare their charges to 
take the field of battle in the grand sport of football. Do you know 
the first lessons those candidates for the team will be taught? Not 
how to make a touchdown- that is easy. The first thing they must 
learn is to fall down and for days the coaches will be teaching 
their teams how to be tackled, how to fall limp so as not to be hurt, 
how to expect to fall and then rise again and press onward toward 
the goal. 
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fhe. architectural drawing above indicates the entire junior high school floor plan. It is advantageous to complete the 
des1gn of the entire structure and then build in phases as funds are available. The white area will be phase 1 construction 
and coupled with some portable buildings will be able to house one grade level at its completion. Our plans call for phase 
II construction in the next bond election. 



Bond Vote Set for September 
On Sept. 23, 1980 the Union Board of Education will present 

-to its patrons a proposal for a bond issue of $5,500,000. Its 
approval will allow construction to begin on Phase 1 of a new 
Junior High School, Phase II at Darnaby Elementary and some 
other projects that will be decided upon by the board at its Sept. 
board meeting. 

Union Public Schools has experienced phenomenal growth in 
the past 10- 12 years as can be readily seen from the following 
chart. 

Barton Named County Teacher 
of the Year 

Sue Barton, teacher at Briarglen Elementary, has recently 
been selected as the "1980 Tulsa County Teacher of the Year". 
She will be competing for the title of Oklahoma Teacher of the 
Year at the 27th Annual Teacher Recognition Day in Oklahoma 
City, September 19. 

Ms. Barton was nominated for this honor by fellow teachers 
because of her outstanding teaching abilities and community 
service. 

The announcement of the 1980 Teacher of the Year will be 
made at a special awards ceremony in Oklahoma City. 
Congratulations Ms. Barton on your nomination! 

Senior citizens living in the Union School District are eligible to 
receive a Gold Key pass this month to enable them to attend 
Redskin football games. 

This pass is available to any Union resident living on a 
retirement income, or who is past the age of 62. Gold Key passes 
give free admission to all activities, programs, and athletic events 
offered by Union schools. 

If you know someone who qualifies for the Gold Key Club, 
please call the Community Relations Office at 664-9400. 

Space is reserved for your district-related event 
or meeting on The Communicator Calendar of 
Events. Contact Telia Summy at 664-9400 to 
take advantage of this special offer. Deadline 
5th of each month. 

Total Total 
Year Enrollment Year Enrollment 

1967-1968 838 1974-1975 3551 
1968-1969 935 1975-1976 3918 
1969-1970 1042 1976-1977 4233 
1970-1971 1231 1977-1978 4673 
1971-1972 1609 1978-1979 5152 
1972-1973 2253 1979-1980 5604 
1973-1974 2817 1980-1981 6150 

At the same time that the enrollment has shown remarkable 
gains, the total new assessed valuation ot" the district has also 
shown a steady and very much needed gain. The figures for 
1980 place Union as second only to Tulsa District# 1 in total net 
assessed valuation. 

1968 6,734,183.00 1975 54,465,836.00 
1969 7,650,027.00 1976 61 ,474,880.00 
1970 8,869,721.00 1977 75,545,295.00 
1971 12,000,400.00 1978 85,124,694.00 
1972 15,768,460.00 1979 104,244,294.00 
1973 21 ,656,300.00 1980 134,690,049.00 
1974 31,822,029.00 

The state statutes allow a school district to issue general 
obligation bonds up to 10% of its net assessed valuation. This 
means that Union can issue bonds up to 13.4 million. There are 
outstanding bond issues from the past in the amount of 7.9 
million which makes the 5.5 million available. A sinking fund levy 
is a tax levied against all property for repaying these bond issues 
including both principal and interest. School boards may spend 
these bond issues over a long period of time which means you 
pay considerably more interest or you can repay these over a 
shorter period of time, saving on interest and recovering your 
ability to issue more bonds much faster. At Union, because of the 
rapid growth, we are now issuing five year bonds and since this 
has been done for the past four to five years we are recovering 
fast enough and gaining new valuation to the point that our tax 
rate will remain fairly constant. 

Following is a breakdown of taxes that are used primarily for 
school purposes. 

(1) 15 mills- Allowed by constitution- no vote required 

(2) 10 mills- Local Support- approved each year by voters 

(3) 5 mills - Emergency- approved each year by voters 

(4) 5 mills- Building Fund- approved each year by voters 

35 mills 

The sinking fund is then calculated by the excise board in order 
to pay principal and interest on the bonds due during that tax 
year. Some samples of our sinking fund levy for the past five 
years follow: 

1975 11 .23 
1976 17.41 

1977 16.39 
1978 24.29 

1979 26.99 
1980 24.13 (estimated) 

It is important to remember that all residents of Union School 
Districts and registered as a voter Jn Tulsa County are eligible to 
vote. It is also important to remember that approval must be by a 
60% margin of those voting for approval. 

The polling places will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. There is 
one change in the polling locations. Instead of Suncrest Baptist 
Church, the new polling site will be Bethany Free Will Ba.ptist 
Church at 7401 S. Memorial. Briarglen Elementary School at 
3303 S. 121 E. Ave. will be the other polling location. 
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REDSKIN TALK 

Expectations High for 1980-81 Sports 
by Gil Cloud, 

Director of Athletics 

The 1980-81 athletic season is here and expectations are high 
for an outstanding year. The athletes have been working with 
their coaches since early August and feel good about their 
chances to have an excellent year. 

As a new year comes, so do new faces on the coaching staff. 
New coaches this year include: Tim Johnson, junior high school 

·8th grade football and assistant varsity wrestling coach. Tim is an 
O.R.U. graduate and was an outstanding high school wrestler. 
Johnson did his intern teaching at Union last year and will blend 
in very well with Coach West and the wrestling program. 

David Hudson, high school driver's education, 9th grade 
football. 8th/9th grade basketball coach. David comes to the 
staff after a 4 year stint at Bixby. His experience and a willingness 
to work will enhance our programs. 

Tom O'Malley, junior high history teacher, varsity assistant 
football and junior high wrestling coach. O'Malley joins the 
coaching staff after a 9 year tenure at Tulsa Edison, the last 4 as 
head football coach. Tom will supervise the varsity linebackers in 
football. 

Curt Risner, high school driver's education, 9th grade football 
coach and varsity track assistant. Curt rejoins the coaching 
profession after one year in the athletic shoe business. His 
coaching experience includes stops at Woodward, Pryor, Grove 
and Bixby. He is an excellent addition to the staff. 

Beau Slemaker, fulltime substitute (junior and senior highs), 
head junior high wrestling and assistant 8th grade football coach. 
Beau comes to our staff as a recent graduate of O.S.U. where he 
participated in the varsity wrestling program. As a football and 
wrestling letterman at Broken Arrow High School, he is very 
knowledgeable and expects a great deal from his athletes. 

Buddy Slemp, high school science teacher, assistant girls 
basketball, head 8th grade football and assistant baseball coach. 
Buddy joins the staff after one year at 0. R. U. He was an all
stater at Tulsa Central in baseball as well as being a starter in 
football and basketball. 

Wendell Twist, elementary teacher at Grove Elementary and 
head 7th grade basketball coach. Wendell has been with the 
Union District elementary basketball programs the past 2 years. 

Edie Allen. health and physical education ·at Grove 
Elementary. head 9th grade basketball, assistant girls track 
coach. Edie is a graduate of O.S.U. where she played basketball 
and volleyball. Ms. Allen is very knowledgeable and has worked 
in camps each summer to help instruct the young students in the 
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proper techniques of athletics. 

* * * * * 
The Union Athletic Department was honored this August to be 

selected in a group of seven schools out of the 20,000 schools in 
the United States to help produce a film dealing with injuries in 
football. 

The actual filming took two days at Union Stadium and 
participants included the varsity football team and coaches. 

Dr. Dan Cooper of O.S.U. a renowned sports medical expert, 
did narration on site and Pat Summerall of the National Football 
League and Coach Bear Bryant of the University of Alabama, will 
do "voice-over" narration of the final cut. 

During the film.ing, the film crew and producer remarked many 
times how well disciplined the athletes were and how easy this 
filming was as compared to others they had .completed earlier. 

Comments 
This could be the best year for athletics in Union for many 

years. The athletes have worked hard with their coaches to 
perform for you. Many people have spent time and effort to 
produce this athletic program. 

Your support of high school athletics is critical at this time in 
our society. It has been said the athletics in particular and 
activities in general are "extra-curricular". 

I would like to submit that a phrase that better relates to the 
activities program at Union would be "inter-curricular". The 
athletics and activities program in our schools are a pa rt of the 
total experience each student will have during their years in the 
Union Public Schools. Let's enjoy and support the student· 
athletes this year and anticipate an outstanding year for all 
teams. 
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