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Vaughn Brower Assumes Board Seat 
Long-time PTA and community leader Vaughn Brower was seated at the February Union School 

Board meeting after winning the Zone 5 post in the January school election. 
Board business is familiar to Brower. He has served on a number of board-appointed committees, 

including the Junior High-Renovation Committee, Transportation Facility Site Selection Committee, 
and the Short-Range Planning Committee that helped develop the elementary school proto-type plan 
now in use. He and his wife were Co-President of the Union PTA Council in 1978-79 and Co-Vice
President of the Union High School PTA the previous year. They are charter members of the Grove, 
Junior High and High School PTA/PTSA's. The couple was Co-President of the last combined PTA of 
the three schools. He has served as chairman of the UHS Academic Scholarship Committee. 

Brower is a graduate of OU with a business-advertising degree, and is Vice-President of Southwest 
General Insurance Agency. The Brower's eldest daughter Wren, is a 1979 graduate of Union and their 
younger daughter, Lisa, is a UHS junior. He replaces Larry Henderson, who served as board President 
for 19 79 , and whose term provided ·district leadership during a period of phenominal student 
population growth. 

Darwin Maxey Elected Board President 
Darwin Maxey, a Union High School graduate, was elected 

President of the Union Board of Education during the annual 
board reorganization February 4 . He has served on the board 
since 1973 and has been elected Vice-President and Clerk of the 
board in previous years. 

Maxey was born in the Union district and has watched the 
student population make its phenominal growth. There were 13 
in his graduating class. In the 1980 graduating class there will be 
over 260. Appointed to the board in September, 1973, Maxey 
successfully ran for re-election in 1974 and serves zone one in 
the southeast corner of the district. 

He and his wife Pat have three children, a ll of whom have 
attended Union schools. He once stated he believes his first task 
as a board member is to fin d out what the people want. Carrying 
on in the same tradi tion is the new Vice-President, Alison Moore. 

Darwin Maxey 
Board President 

Alison Moore 
Board Vice-President 

Moore was elected to the board a year ago and served as board 
Clerk in 1979. She has been active in Grove, Junior High and 
district Council PTA. She and her husband, Charles, have two 
daughters in Union Schools. 

Richard Tallman, on the board since 1978, was elected Clerk 
of the board. Tallman served as Vice-President last year. He and 
his wife Beverly have two chi ldren, both in Union schools. New 
member Vaughn Brower and Louise Grissom, on the board 
since 1977 , serve in the two remaining posts on the five-member 
board. Grissom has served as Clerk of the board. She and her 
husband Ken have three children in Union schools. 

In other action board members approved assurance 
sta tements for the U.S. Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare, and for the Tulsa County Vocational-Technical School, 
that the Union School District offers equal education for all. 

Richard Tallman 
Board Clerk 

Louise Grissom 
Board Member 
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REDSKIN TALK 

Union Athletes Excel in Winter Season 
by Gil Cloud 

Director of Athletics 

February brings the close of the winter sports season but 
before we turn our attention to the spring sports program, it is 
important that we review our teams' progress this season. 

The girls basketball team, while being very young, has 
performed well in the Metro Seven Conference. This year our 
conference is as tough as any in the state. Coach Carol Goddard 
and such performers as freshman Susan Leiding, Tracy Spears 
and junior Donna Fisher look to next season with great 
anticipation. 

The boys basketball team was just as young, starting as many 
as four sophomores in some games. The future will be bright for 
the Redskins with a good group of sophomores to blend with 
returning lettermen, according to Coach Ron Sumner. 

The girls gymnastics team under the direction of first year 
Coach Teresa Parker has had a good season as the following girls 
have qualified for the state meet: Dianne Duckworth, Susie 
Neighbors, Kim Zinn and Jenny Holt. The girls are young so they 
should gain even more in the years to come. 

The 1979-80 wrestling season was by far the most successful 
season in the history of wrestling at Union. Coach Bill West with 
the assistance of Coach David Campbell and Coach Steve Miller 
have established an outstanding program in the high school and 
junior high school. 

Senior leadership is a lways a key to success and this year we 
/ have three fine seniors who have contributed in wrestling: Jon 

McCullough, Jimmy Rodanski and Jason Duckworth. 
The outstanding young wrestlers in the program are very 

talented and with their proven ability the wrestling program at 
Union is one of the finest in the state. Congratulations on the best 
season in the history of Union wrestling. 

Spring sports are coming and we hope to have another good 
year. This spring we will have boys-girls golf, boys-girls tennis, 
boys-girls track and boys basebal l. 

Coach Larry Arrowood and his State Champions wil l have a 
huge task to repeat but with some new help in the lineup, the 
champions may challenge again. Coach Sandy Hanlin will assist 
on the varsity and Coach Mike Payne will head the junior varsity 
program. The baseballers open their season on March 7 with 
Berryhill at Union Field. 

Coach Robin Robins wil l have a young golf team as will Coach 
David Hall in tennis. 

Coach Bill Padgett (boys track) and Coach Jim Bradshaw (girls 
track) have been working for about 2 months preparing for the 

~u~LIC Sc 

coming track season. Both coaches are very pleased with the new 
track facility and the athletes feel it is the best they have ever 
worked out on. 

Comment 
I want to congratulate three young men that competed on the 

Redskins football team this fall. Mike Poindexter, Mike Henley 
and Jeff Leiding have distinguished themselves as outstanding 
high school football players. Because of that, each has signed 
letters of intent to play major college football. Joining these 
athletes is a person who has worked very hard behind the scenes 
to help produce a quality athletic training program. Dion Tabor 
will attend the University of Oklahoma this fall wi th financia l 
assistance from the university to work as a student trainer. 

Congratulations to these four young men. I know they will 
represent Union High School very well in their new challenges. 

Tricia Conant and Andrew Gregory, both fourth graders, run for 
strength and health in the Roy Clark Elementary Phys ical 
Fitness Day activities. "Students received certificates for their 
participation in the National Nabisco AAU Physica l Fitness 
Program," according to physical education instructor Dixie 
Grahlman. Fifth and s ixth graders attended an assembly at 
which UHS footba ll coach J.W. Emerson and outstanding hig h 
school athletes such as Jeff Leiding, Mike Brumley and Rachel 
Williams presented special awards to students who earned the 
President's Fitness Award this year. 

Second Class Postage 
Paid at Tulsa, OK 

t~~~~ POSTAL CUSTOMER 

9134 E. 46th Street 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 
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From the Superintendent's Desk! 

Va nda I ism .Increasing 
During recent months we 

have experienced an increased 
amount of vandalism to our 

' school buildings. This has 
taken place over a period of 
months and even though the 
recent case at the junior high 
school got more than its share 
of publicity, it has not been the 
most costly of the vandalism 
incidents. Prior to the 
Christmas holidays we had 
incidents at the high school, 

administrative center and the junior high school. 
Early in January we began interviewing security 

companies in the Tulsa area to seek a solution to this very 
costly problem. We have interviewed seven companies to 
date and will begin the chore of narrowing our choices until a 
final decision is made. We are taking measures at this time to 
insure our security until a permanent system is installed. 

Persons who called the media during the junior high school 
incident basically gave the vandals exactly what they wanted 
-publicity. The total of the damage at the junior high school 
was $8242. This includes $1798 worth of glass. Rumors of 
damages in the $60,000- $80,000 range are incorrect. 

I will repeat a request I made in last month's 
Communicator- if you see suspicious persons around any of 
the buildings at an unusual hour- either call the police or a 
school official. It might save another incident like the one we 
just experienced at the junior high school. 

The first local poster child for Red Cross Blood Services is Monique 
Webb, Beevers second grader. The seven-year-old will be feat\.lred in a 
new promotional campaign which will begin early next year in eastern 
Oklahoma. Her parents are Barbara and Jerry Webb. 

February, 1980 

PTA Council Calendar 
The next Conference on Nutrition will be held in Tulsa on 

March 27, 9:30 a.m. at the Service Center, Room 401. 
The tea for administrators and principals has been 

rescheduled for Sunday, April 13, 2:00-4:00 at the 
Administration Building. 

Spring Installation of Officers Dinner will be held at the 
Candlewood Club, April 29, 7:00 p.m. 

Training session for all incoming PTA officers will be held 
May 8, 7:00p.m. at the Junior High School. 

Field and Track Day for all elementary schools is set for May 
15, at the High School Stadium. 

June 15-18- National PTA Convention, Hilton Hawaiian 
Village, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

July 8-9- Leadership Training Institute at the Center for 
Continuing Education, University of Oklahoma. 

Coach Bill West Honored 
The University of Wisconsin- Parkside has named Bill West, 

Head Wrestling Coach at Union High School, to the Who's Who 
list at the University for his distinguished contribution during his 
college career at the university. 

As a collegiate wrestler, West was a three-time All-American 
and a two-time national champion his last two years in college. 
His career record was 88-7-1 and his last two years he was 
undefeated with a record of 58 wins and 0 losses. 

Upon graduation with a BS in sociology from Wisconsin, West 
served as an assistant wrestling coach at South Dakota State 
University while he earned his Master's Degree in health, 
physical education and recreation. 

From South Dakota State University he moved on to coach 
wrestling at Clinton High School for 2 years and joined the Union 
High School staff as head wrestling coach in the fall of 1978. The 
1978-79 season was the first winning season for Union in six 
years. Currently this year the Redskins are ranked 3rd in 3A 
wrestling in the state and are undefeated in duals. 

Bill is married to Carolyn West, a Briarglen Elementary 
teacher. They have one daughter, Heather, age 2. 
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Marc Becknell, Kari Edelman and Ryan Thomason, Boevers 
third graders, learn from the tube in Neoma Waller's class. Mrs. 
Waller uses Channel 11 programs to supplement instruction in 
reading, primary art, science and math. One program is viewed 
each day, and then follow-up work is required from the students. 
After attending an Oklahoma Education Association workshop 
on the use of television as a learning device, Mrs. Waller is 
working with other teachers in adapting the tube to the 
classrooms. 

Do you know a handicapped child in your 
neighborhood who . may not be receiving special 
services? Call 664-9400 - Elaine Minson, Director, 
Special Services. 

Student Audition Dates Set 
For Summer Arts Institute 
Acting and mime classes will be offered at the 1980 Oklahoma 

Summer Arts Institute, June 1-15, at Quartz Mountain. Bud 
Beyer, actor, and Bert Houle, mime, have been signed as the 
theatre faculty. 

Beyer is Associate Professor and head of the acting program at 
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois. He is the co-author 
of Speaking of Theatre. His latest acting credit includes a 1979 
television movie "The Duke" with Robert Conrad. 

Houle, pictured with partner, Sophie Wibaux, trained in Paris 
with master mime, Etienne Decroux, and has toured extensively 
in the U.S. and abroad. He is noted for his mime-drama which 
explores a broad range of human emotion through mime. 

Students age 14-18 who are interested in attending must 
audition. Acting auditions w ill be held Sat. , March 1, 10:00-1:00 
at Harwe ldon, 2210 S. Main, Tulsa, or Sat. , March 8, 10:00-1 :00 
at Oklahoma Theatre Center, 400 W. Sheridan, Oklahoma City. 

Mime auditions will be held Sat. , March 1, 2:00-4:00 at 
Harweldon, 2210 S. Main, Tulsa, or Sat., March 8, 2:00-4:00 at 
Oklahoma Theatre Center, 400 W. Sheridan, Oklahoma City. 

In addition to acting and mime, the Institute offers instruction 
in ballet, modern dance, poetry, painting, printmaking, 
photography and orchestral music. 

Interested students, parents or teachers may request more 
information by contacting: The Oklahoma Summer Arts 
Institute, 640 Jim Thorpe Bldg., Oklahoma City, OK 73105. 
(405) 521-2931. 

Some Very Special People 
Offer Help to Union Schools 

Sweethearts don't have a monopoly on February in the 
Union School District. In fact,, according to the activities of a 
number of very special people, February could be relabeled "We 
Care About Our Schools Month." 

Chris Knight is one of these peopie. Two days a week she 
volunteers her services as an English tutor to Korean student Kin · 
Kwon, a fourth grader at Boevers Elementary. Jin, who could 
speak no English when he came to Union last year, has now 
mastered the alphabet, is learn ing to sound out words, and is able 
to read simple books written in English. Much of the credit, 
according to his teacher, Pearl Watson, belongs to Mrs. Knight. 
H er smile, enthusiasm, and genuine interest in Jin has been 
contagious, says Mrs. Watson. Mrs. Knight's own children, Arlin 
and Stephen, are also students at Boevers. 

It was easy to complain about the recent Union Junior High 
vandalism, but most UJH parents offered to help instead. "We've 
been receiving all kinds of calls from parents who want to come 
and clean up, or help in any way," said secretary Jean Webster. 
Even high school parents got in on the act. UHS counselor Joan 
Stuckey said parent Malcolm Reinoso donated two band 
instruments, a coronet and a baratone, to replace 
instruments that were ' damaged. 

Local restaurant owner Cy Taxon and his wife lsuela 
made special use of the Union PTA sponsored program to 
increase the number of books in school m edia centers. The 
Taxons donated a sum in the memory of 10-year-old Tammy 
Lyn Mushett, the daughter of a friend, to be used for th e purchase 
of library books. The books will be labeled " In Memory ofT am my 
Lyn Mushett" and placed in the media center at Boevers. 

Steve Leslie, Peters Elementary sixth grader, takes a swing at 
a pinata during Mexican Fiesta activities in the school media 
center. Sixth grade teachers Carolyn Rischard, Joe Bates and 
Jan Heerwagen arranged for talks by community resource 
people, spanish music by a guitar player, and other examples of 
life typical of our southern neighbors to supplement a study unit 
on Mexico. 



Page4 February, 1980 

What's Happening in the Classroom? 

Student's Studies Beat Winter Doldrums 
Union students beat winter 

doldrums by breaking out to 
other times and other places, 
according to reports of elemen
tary teachers this month. Peters 
Elementary led the way with a 
unit of study on Hawaii, 
culminating recently with a 
Hawaiian Luau in the Peters 
media center. Third graders in 
Tina Vassar, Ellen McGoffin, 
Connie Peters, Karen Byrd, and 
intern teacher Vicky Borem's 
classes studied the history, dress, 
food, customs and industries of 
the islands. Guest speakers 
visited to show slides and 
Hawaiian articles. Youngsters 
dressed Hawaiian for the luau 

Anne Guffin, Peters third and were entertained by a hula 
grader, tries the hula. dancer. There were Hawaiian 

songs, music, films and food 
among the teacher-made palm trees and exotic birds provided 
by a visitor, said Mrs. Peters. 

Inventory, counting change, advertising and sales techniques 
are just some of the skills sixth graders at Boevers Elementary 
are learning in their new school store. The store, which opened 
last month, was built by teachers David Ahrend and Larry 
Thummel, and is spearheaded by fifth grade teachers Margie 
Learned and Marsha Droke. "This is a spectacular store," 
according to Beevers Communications Coordinator Patti 
Pitcock. "It is all handmade with an outside cover of burlap, 
painted white. It folds open and closes and locks each day." 
Profits from the sotre will be used for school purchases. 

Teachers from Independence 
Junior High in Independence, Kansas, 
visit with Union Junior High science 
teacher Richard Maule, fourth from 
left. The Kansas delegation came to 
study the UJH curriculum as a model 
for their own school after hearing 
about the Union program at a multi
state workshop sponsored by the 
University of Tulsa. Eight teachers 
were part of the delegation who talked 
with teachers, administrators and 
students, and observed classe.s. Tim 
Gray and Becky Cain, both seventh 
graders, type blood as part of lab 
assignment at right. 

In Pearl Watson and Jean Boyle's fourth grade classes · 
students have been holding an "Olympic Daze" Students have 
been collecting newspaper and magazine articles on all the 
winter Olympic events, and have been mapping previous 
Olympic sites and countries who are represented this year. A 
mural of the Lake Placid area covers one wall of the classroom. 
Olympic winners and their times are listed as they happen and 
compared to previous world records. Students themselves are 
competing in a Mult-Olympics Contest. Winners in multiplication 
skills earn bronze, silver and gold medals. 

At Briarglen Elementary second grade classes in Pam 
O'Halloran's class have been studying about animals. Nine 
ecology students from Tulsa's Washington High School visited 
the science students to share expertise in environmental 
activities and animal care. They brought a great-horned owl, 
pigeons, turtles, mice, snails, and an eco-system in a jar. 

Grove Elementary Kindergarten teachers J erry Bibb and 
Linda Wallace and music teacher Betty Mitchell boosted future 
generations of kindergartners by presenting a workshop to 34 
pre-school teachers at Miss Helen's Nursery School. The Grove 
teachers shared ideas and gave demonstrations on how to 
prepare pre-schoolers for kindergarten, and taught a variety of 
games and songs to the pre-school teachers. 

Winter weather won't limit the physical exercise necessary to 
keep Grove teachers on their toes. The staff participates in 
aerobics exercises three days a week after school in the Grove 
gym. Julie Sumner, a physical education instructor, organized 
the dance class. 

Breaking through the time barrier, fi rst graders at Roy Clark 
Elementary have been studying pioneer days. Teachers made 
the study more meaningful to the youngsters by holding a 
Pioneer Day. A land run was held, visiting Indian Dancers 
demonstrated their talents, and chuck wagon food was sampled. 
All dressed as pioneers, Indians or cowboys. 
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From the Superintendent's Desk! 
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During recent months we 

have experienced an increased 
amount of vandalism to our 
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months and even though the 
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final decision is made. We are taking measures at this time to 
insure our security until a permanent system is installed. 

Persons who called the media during the junior high school 
incident basically gave the vandals exactly what they wanted 
-publicity. The total of the damage at the junior high school 
was $8242. This includes $1798 worth of glass. Rumors of 
damages in the $60,000- $80,000 range are incorrect. 

I will repeat a request I made in last month's 
Communicator- if you see suspicious persons around any of 
the buildings at an unusual hour- either call the police or a 
school official. It might save another incident like the one we 
just experienced at the junior high school. 
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Webb, Beevers second grader. The seven-year-old will be feat\.lred in a 
new promotional campaign which will begin early next year in eastern 
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March 27, 9:30 a.m. at the Service Center, Room 401. 
The tea for administrators and principals has been 

rescheduled for Sunday, April 13, 2:00-4:00 at the 
Administration Building. 

Spring Installation of Officers Dinner will be held at the 
Candlewood Club, April 29, 7:00 p.m. 

Training session for all incoming PTA officers will be held 
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July 8-9- Leadership Training Institute at the Center for 
Continuing Education, University of Oklahoma. 

Coach Bill West Honored 
The University of Wisconsin- Parkside has named Bill West, 

Head Wrestling Coach at Union High School, to the Who's Who 
list at the University for his distinguished contribution during his 
college career at the university. 

As a collegiate wrestler, West was a three-time All-American 
and a two-time national champion his last two years in college. 
His career record was 88-7-1 and his last two years he was 
undefeated with a record of 58 wins and 0 losses. 

Upon graduation with a BS in sociology from Wisconsin, West 
served as an assistant wrestling coach at South Dakota State 
University while he earned his Master's Degree in health, 
physical education and recreation. 

From South Dakota State University he moved on to coach 
wrestling at Clinton High School for 2 years and joined the Union 
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years. Currently this year the Redskins are ranked 3rd in 3A 
wrestling in the state and are undefeated in duals. 
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teacher. They have one daughter, Heather, age 2. 
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Vaughn Brower Assumes Board Seat 
Long-time PTA and community leader Vaughn Brower was seated at the February Union School 

Board meeting after winning the Zone 5 post in the January school election. 
Board business is familiar to Brower. He has served on a number of board-appointed committees, 

including the Junior High-Renovation Committee, Transportation Facility Site Selection Committee, 
and the Short-Range Planning Committee that helped develop the elementary school proto-type plan 
now in use. He and his wife were Co-President of the Union PTA Council in 1978-79 and Co-Vice
President of the Union High School PTA the previous year. They are charter members of the Grove, 
Junior High and High School PTA/PTSA's. The couple was Co-President of the last combined PTA of 
the three schools. He has served as chairman of the UHS Academic Scholarship Committee. 

Brower is a graduate of OU with a business-advertising degree, and is Vice-President of Southwest 
General Insurance Agency. The Brower's eldest daughter Wren, is a 1979 graduate of Union and their 
younger daughter, Lisa, is a UHS junior. He replaces Larry Henderson, who served as board President 
for 19 79 , and whose term provided ·district leadership during a period of phenominal student 
population growth. 

Darwin Maxey Elected Board President 
Darwin Maxey, a Union High School graduate, was elected 

President of the Union Board of Education during the annual 
board reorganization February 4 . He has served on the board 
since 1973 and has been elected Vice-President and Clerk of the 
board in previous years. 

Maxey was born in the Union district and has watched the 
student population make its phenominal growth. There were 13 
in his graduating class. In the 1980 graduating class there will be 
over 260. Appointed to the board in September, 1973, Maxey 
successfully ran for re-election in 1974 and serves zone one in 
the southeast corner of the district. 

He and his wife Pat have three children, a ll of whom have 
attended Union schools. He once stated he believes his first task 
as a board member is to fin d out what the people want. Carrying 
on in the same tradi tion is the new Vice-President, Alison Moore. 
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Union Athletes Excel in Winter Season 
by Gil Cloud 

Director of Athletics 

February brings the close of the winter sports season but 
before we turn our attention to the spring sports program, it is 
important that we review our teams' progress this season. 

The girls basketball team, while being very young, has 
performed well in the Metro Seven Conference. This year our 
conference is as tough as any in the state. Coach Carol Goddard 
and such performers as freshman Susan Leiding, Tracy Spears 
and junior Donna Fisher look to next season with great 
anticipation. 

The boys basketball team was just as young, starting as many 
as four sophomores in some games. The future will be bright for 
the Redskins with a good group of sophomores to blend with 
returning lettermen, according to Coach Ron Sumner. 

The girls gymnastics team under the direction of first year 
Coach Teresa Parker has had a good season as the following girls 
have qualified for the state meet: Dianne Duckworth, Susie 
Neighbors, Kim Zinn and Jenny Holt. The girls are young so they 
should gain even more in the years to come. 

The 1979-80 wrestling season was by far the most successful 
season in the history of wrestling at Union. Coach Bill West with 
the assistance of Coach David Campbell and Coach Steve Miller 
have established an outstanding program in the high school and 
junior high school. 

Senior leadership is a lways a key to success and this year we 
/ have three fine seniors who have contributed in wrestling: Jon 

McCullough, Jimmy Rodanski and Jason Duckworth. 
The outstanding young wrestlers in the program are very 

talented and with their proven ability the wrestling program at 
Union is one of the finest in the state. Congratulations on the best 
season in the history of Union wrestling. 

Spring sports are coming and we hope to have another good 
year. This spring we will have boys-girls golf, boys-girls tennis, 
boys-girls track and boys basebal l. 

Coach Larry Arrowood and his State Champions wil l have a 
huge task to repeat but with some new help in the lineup, the 
champions may challenge again. Coach Sandy Hanlin will assist 
on the varsity and Coach Mike Payne will head the junior varsity 
program. The baseballers open their season on March 7 with 
Berryhill at Union Field. 

Coach Robin Robins wil l have a young golf team as will Coach 
David Hall in tennis. 

Coach Bill Padgett (boys track) and Coach Jim Bradshaw (girls 
track) have been working for about 2 months preparing for the 
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coming track season. Both coaches are very pleased with the new 
track facility and the athletes feel it is the best they have ever 
worked out on. 

Comment 
I want to congratulate three young men that competed on the 

Redskins football team this fall. Mike Poindexter, Mike Henley 
and Jeff Leiding have distinguished themselves as outstanding 
high school football players. Because of that, each has signed 
letters of intent to play major college football. Joining these 
athletes is a person who has worked very hard behind the scenes 
to help produce a quality athletic training program. Dion Tabor 
will attend the University of Oklahoma this fall wi th financia l 
assistance from the university to work as a student trainer. 

Congratulations to these four young men. I know they will 
represent Union High School very well in their new challenges. 

Tricia Conant and Andrew Gregory, both fourth graders, run for 
strength and health in the Roy Clark Elementary Phys ical 
Fitness Day activities. "Students received certificates for their 
participation in the National Nabisco AAU Physica l Fitness 
Program," according to physical education instructor Dixie 
Grahlman. Fifth and s ixth graders attended an assembly at 
which UHS footba ll coach J.W. Emerson and outstanding hig h 
school athletes such as Jeff Leiding, Mike Brumley and Rachel 
Williams presented special awards to students who earned the 
President's Fitness Award this year. 
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