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Union High School 
Classroom Addition 

Construction Begins Soon 
Eighteen classrooms, eight faculty offices, restr.ooms, 

storage closets, a student commons area and student store 
will be included in the new two-story classroom addition at 
Union High School. Plans were completed recently by 
1rchitects and planners Day, Yadon and Ragland of Tulsa. 

Construction bids for the project will be taken during the 
regular November school board meeting November 5 at 7 
p.m. in the Junior High Cafetorium. Also included in the bid 
will be a fire sprinkler system for the main building. 
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REDSKIN TALK 

Girls Softball Team Wins District Title 
by Gil Cloud 

Director of Athletics 

The softball season has ended and our girls have captured the 
District Championship. Although the Redskins posted a 12-11 
record, next season appears to be worth looking forward to. All 
but one of the starters will return and Coach Jones feels that with 
the summer season yet to play, the girls will have an outstanding 
season next year. 

The boys and girls cross-country teams are competing each 
weekend as they point to the regional and state meets in 
November. The Metro 7 Conference meet will be held at ORU on 
October 17. Coach Bradshaw feels that his girls team has a 
chance to capture a fourth consecutive state championship. The 
boys are still young but with hard work can develop so that they 
peak at the regional meet. 

The emergence of our football program to state-wide 
recognition has been very gratifying to all those involved whether 
they are participants or fans. This year we are fielding 6 teams in 
grades 7 through 12. Check your schedule and make it a point to 
see any or all of our teams play the remainder of the season. 

This is the time of year that we start making plans for football 
schedules for the next two years. It is also a time to consider 
conference alignment. As we continue to grow we will of course 
be close or actually in the 4A Classification. During the next few 
weeks we wi ll be looking at conference alternatives both with our 
present affiliation with the Metro 7 and a possible new 
conference. We will have all our plans finali zed by Christmas. 

Basketball practice has begun and Coach Goddard and Coach 
Sumner report that workouts are going well. With a little over 4 
weeks before the season opens, many positions are still open. 

This year the Athletic Department will undertake the 
organization of 5-6 grade boys and girls basketball teams by 
individual schools and grades. Coach Sumner, Goddard, Bates 
and I will be formalizing plans before the middle of November. 
The basic organization will include 5th grade boys and girls 
teams from each school and 6th grade boys and girls teams from 
each school. The teams will practice twice a week and play games 
once a week. All schools will play one another twice. At the 
conclusion of regular league play, a tournament will be held at 
the Union High School gym. The season will run fromDecember 
15 to February 29th. 

Comment 

The new track is nearing completion. This is a major addition 
to our program. We have bused our track teams all over 
southeast Tulsa just to practice. Our students have had to run on 
Mingo Road and other streets to keep their physical condition at 
an acceptable level for competition. The track will be used not 
only by 350 students in our track program but also our high 
school health and physical education classes and ultimately the 
community. We will have some activities at this track that will be 
open to all members of our school and district patrons. I want to 
thank all of those who supported this project. I can assure you 
that this facility will be used more than anyone can imagine. See 
you at the track! 

Union Booster Club Meeting 
Monday, November 12 

7 p.m. 

Union High School Gym Lobby 

Second Class Postage 
Paid at Tulsa, OK 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

9134 E. 46th Street 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 
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From the Superintendent's Desk! 

Bid Openings Set for New Construction 
Bid opening dates have been 

set for some of the projects that 
will be financed by the recent 
bond issue. 

(1) Smoke detector/fire 
alarm system for the 
Junior High and new 
heaters in the west 
building at the Junior 
High - November 15, 
1979 at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Administrative Center. 

(2) Darnaby Elementary 
School - October 22, 

1979 at 7:00p.m. at the Junior High Cafetorium. 
;3) High School Addition- November 5, 1979 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Junior High Cafetorium. 
Contracts should be awarded as soon as the bids are 

checked by the architects. We will be awarding contracts 
about a month earlier than usual so hopefully we can get 
some foundation and earthwork done prior to the onset of bad 
weather. 

Phase II at Tom Peters Elementary is substantially finished 
and all the students are now in permanent classrooms. It is a 

THE OPEN Darn 
Q. Will State Question 539, which will be placed before the 
voters in a special election November 6, have any effect on 
support of the schools? 
A. State Question 539 would restore the deduction on state 

income taxes for federal income taxes paid and would produce 
an estimated $132.5 million tax cut. While the tax cut would 
have little effect on those who earn less than $40,000 a year, it 
could have a tremendous effect on the public schools in 
Oklahoma. 

The Oklahoma legislature, in the last session, passed a bill that 
also restores the federal income tax deduction and would grant a 
$40 million tax cut next year. Passage of SQ 539 would nullify 
that bill. While the legislation now in force would probably be 
offset by new growth in the state, SQ 539 could mean no new 
money for education. 

Oklahoma is already 49th in the nation in teachers' salaries, 
and taxes in this state are among the lowest in the nation. 
Approval of SQ 539 could drop Oklahoma to dead last in 
support of education. 

While the schools are non-partisan in party politics, we see the 
choice of tax cuts as a battle between political parties, with the 
children of this state caught in the middle. A Democratic
dominated Legislature passed the tax program introduced 
earlier this year, while Republicans are sponsoring SQ 539. 

During the past year we have seen a 17 percent inflation rate. 
The predicted inflation rate for the coming year looks no more 
promising. Should no new money be available for public 
education the schools will have to reduce school services in order 
to balance the budget, a condition required by state law. Should 
passage of ~Q 539 actually produce a loss of revenue to the 
state's schools, the resulting loss of services to our children would 
be even more devestating. 

welcome relief to vacate the media center and the 
gymnasium. We will begin stocking the media center soon 
with shelve·s that will be of our own design and manufacture. 
Now that we have finally had some rain we can complete the 
outside grading and plant some winter grass. 

The Briarglen gym is now occupied but we have a few items 
that still must be finished. The grounds st ill need to be 
cleaned and some handrails must be installed. It is a real fine 
addition to Briarglen school. 

Construction is underway on a 400 meter all-weather 
running track around the practice field. Construction of the 
curbs and concrete base must be finished b.y November 1 so 
the actural running surface can be installed. 

The reroofing project at the Junior High School is in its 
final phases. It has been a long drawn out project because of 
the performance of the contractor but it should be completed 
soon. 

School is progressing well at this point and the Union 
Community has a lot of things to be proud of. 

Q. What happened to the red in the red and white colors of 
the Union Redskins? 
A. This is a question that all schools whose colors include red 

have faced for many years. Sporting goods dealers can show you 
any number of red colors. Officially our colors are listed as red 
and white. We use two basic colors of red- "cardinal red" which 
is a deep red (not maroon) and "scarlet red" which is a bright red. 

The problem that sometime occurs involves the various 
suppliers that we use for our uniforms. Two companies can 
supply cardinal red and in all likelihood the two colors will be 
different. 

We also use two contrast colors with our red and white. Most of 
our teams as well as the band use black We have at least two 
sports that use silver gray as a contrast. 
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Union Pride Takes Honors 
The Pride took four top awards in the Pryor Invitational Band 

Contest at Pryor October 6. Union High School musicians were 
awarded Outstanding Percussion Section of the day, 
Outstanding Band in Street Parade, Outstanding Band in Field 
Show and Outstanding Band in Color Guard, according to Bill 
Stone, Band Director. 

The band placed ninth overall out of the 43 bands 
~articipating in the National Marching Contest held at 
Whitewater, Wisconsin in June. "We also attended clinics that 
were held in conjunction with the contest," said Stone. "and 
established ourselves as a band to beat in future national 
competitions. 

We received many favorable comments from the judges 
concerning our future in national competition. The only thing 
that hurt us at Whitewater was our lack of experience at the 
national level. We plan on going to the next national 
championship which will be held in the Cottonbowl in Dallas 
during Thanksgiving break of 1980. We'll win there," he added 
confidently. 

"I would personally like to thank the administration and the 
Union community for their support of the band last year in our 
preparations for the National Marching Championship. Without 
their support I don't think we would have done nearly as well as 
we did," said Stone. 

Ed Parker has been elected President of the Band Parent's 
Club for the 1979-80 school year. Frank Fortney is Vice 
President, Pat Gates is Secretary and Erma Johnson is Treasurer. 
Willis Emerson is in charge of publicity. 

An active fall schedule for band members includes performing 
at half-time for the Convict-Tulsa Police game October 21. The 
game will be televised on cable television. On October 25 the 
band will participate in a district marching contest at Skelly 
Stadium and on November 3 will march in a parade to be held in 
conjunction with the Congressional Medal of Honors Winners 
Convention at Broken Arrow. The band will also perform at all 
home games. 

"When football is over we plan to concentrate on polishing our 
concert band," said Stone. "We weren't able to do much in that 
area last year because we were preparing for the National 
Marching Competition." 
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"You're the greatest, Mr. Grove!" 
Shannin Kitching, Vickie Dinges and 
Shaleem Kitching joined the student 
body, faculty and PTA in honoring 
Robert B. Grove at a special 
presentation earlier this month at the 
Robert B. Grove Elementary School. 
The girls are third graders in Cheryl 
Mackey's class. Grove is Associate 
Superintendent of Finance for the 
Union School District, and has served 
as teacher, principal and Superin· 
tendent for Union over the past 34 
years. The program, set with a theme of 
Hawaiian Luau, was pr~sented just for 
Mr. and Mrs. Grove during the October 
PTA meeting. 

PAT-ON-THE-BACK 
The Union School District awards a PAT-ON-THE-BACK to 

Lee and Lynn Romanek for their interest, enthusiasm, and 
efforts in building a playground for Briarglen Elementary this 
year. Lynn, serving as Fund Raising Chairman for the Briarglen 
PTA, "efficiently organized numerous projects to raise money for 
equipment," according to a Briarglen teacher. 

"She also purchased supplies and enlisted people to work 
building and painting equipment. Lee spent countless hours 
erecting three pieces of equipment made from tires and helped 
assemble the equipment purchased from PTA funds." 

The Romaneks have a daughter, Suzanne, enrolled at 
Briarglen. 

"To the Romaneks and all who helped work on the playground 
we want to express our appreciation and gratitude," stated a 
Briarglen representative. 

The PAT -ON-THE-BACK is usually a feature of INSIGHT, the 
Union employee newsletter, and is awarded to those who make 
much more effort than is expected of them to do something 
special for Union students. 

Traci Johnson tries a free throw for John Scroggins, 
Briarglen Elementary Principal. Traci, a kindergarten 
student, was participating in the school's Gym Dandy 
Day, a dedication of the new gymnasium by students 
and faculty. 
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David Brown and Sue Barton, fifth grade teachers at 
Briarglen Elementary, won fourth place in the $'s FOR 
OKLAHOMA SCHOOL TEACHERS 7th Annual 
Awards Program to Recognize Creativity in Economic 
Education. The award, which entailed a $125 prize to 
be split by the two, was presented October lS. by the 
Oklahoma Council on Economic Education in 
Oklahoma City. Brown and Barton's project leading to 
the award was the fifth grade student store they 
sponsor. 

Two Win Merit Commendation 
Two Union High School seniors, Jim Graver and Mike Kinney, 

have been named Commended students by the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), according to Principal 
Vernon Harmon. 

A Letter of Commendation from the school and NMSC was 
presented to the youths in recognition of outstanding 
performance on the PSAT/NMSQT, the qualifying test for the 
Merit Program that was administered nationwide to high school 
juniors in October 1978. 

Of the more than one million students entering the 
competition, about 35,000 throughout the United States are 
being commended for test performance that placed them 
among the top five percent of participants. Although 
Commended students rank below the level required for Merit 
Program Semifinalists- the only participants who will continue 
in the 1980 competition for Merit Scholarships - each has 
shown exceptional academic promise. 

A spokesman for NMSC, which conducts the Merit Program, 
stated that "the high performance that is required to be 
designated a Commended student in the Merit Program is an 
attainment deserving of public recognition. The nation as well as 
each of these students will be benefited by the continued 
educational and personal development of their talents." 

Five other seniors were named as semifinalists last month. 
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American Education W eek 
November 11 - 17 

Students Plan Lu nch Men u 
For Will Rogers Birthday 
Sixth graders at Boevers planned the school lunch menu for 

Will Rogers Birthday on November 2, according to Food 
Services Director, Patty Holt. 

The students worked with Boevers cafeteria manager Gail 
Adams to learn good rules of nutrition and the many 
requirements that must be taken into co nsideration when 
planning a school menu. Students call the lunch the "Okie 
Special. " Will's Beans and Ham, Little Spuds, Wrangler Bread, 
Tumbleweed Salad and Lariat Cake make up the menu. 

All school cafeterias experienced a sharp rise in participants 
last week when 40 T-shirts with the National School Lunch Week 
emblem (Nutrition With Love) were given to students drawing 
the lucky tray. Two shirts a day were given over a period of three 
days. 

Jake Findley, right, hands Steve Hardt one of the 
special badges worn by members of the Peters 
Elementary Safety Patrol. The sixth graders who make 
up the patrol perform important functions for the 
school like bringing the Kindergartners in from the 
buses,' patroling the cafeteria during lunch, helping 
students at the crosswalk, and answering the school 
phone during lunch. Sixth grade teacher Carolyn 
Rischard coordinates the program. Steve was named 
Safety Patrol of the month for September. 
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School Property: A Question of Pu bl ic Use 
With space for the public meetings at a premium in southeast 

Tulsa, requests for use of school fac ilities are becoming more and 
more common. Some of those groups now using Union space 
include local churches who have outgrown Sunday School space 
in their present buildings, youth sports groups, scouts, PTA, and 
Tulsa J un ior Coll ege Special Programs. The presence of these 
groups on school property has raised curiosity among in terested 
citizens about the process and procedures involved. To answer 
some of the questions we've received, the following is presented 
as a public info rmation service: 

Question - Why are some churches and community 
organizations using school property on weekends and week 
nights? 

Answer - School facilities are available for use by the public 
because the public owns the schools. 

However, the Unio n School Board, as the governi ng body 
entrusted with the care of school property, has established a 
po licy covering the use of the schools. Th is policy includes a fee 
covering costs involved in such use, such as electricity and 
custodial services. Guidelines also require reimbursement for 
damage to or misuse of school property. 

Question - Why didn't you include fees charged for use of 
athletic fields and gymnasiums in the athletic income you 
published in the September Communicator? 

Answer - Those fees were not included in the athletic 
department's budget because they are not paid to the athletic 
department and are not available for use by that department. 
The fees are based on a non-profit coverage of costs and are paid 
to the district business department which is in charge of paying 
utility bills, custodial salaries and supplies, insurance, and 
maintenance costs. 

Question - Who can use the facilities? 
Answer - Union School District facilities may be used by 

educational, political, literary, cultural, religious, scientific, civic 
or recreational organizations, with a few exceptions listed below. 
First priority will be given at all times to any function related to the 
operation of the school system. Written application must be 
made at least ten days prior to the date of the use requested. 
Forms for this application may be obtained from the office of the 
Superintendent. 

If the organization's request is one with regularly occurring 
dates, approval may be given for the entire schedule. However, if 
a conflict with a school activity should develop, the district 
reserves the right to cancel the permission granted, or to require 
a change to an alternate date and time. 

Each application must be approved by the Board of Education 
and failure to fully and properly complete the application may 
result in denial of the use request. 

Those who may not use Union facilities are: 
e Any group advocating the violent overthrow of the 

Oklahoma or United States Constitutions; 
e Any group which actively encourages or regularly takes part 

in any illegal activities; 
e Any group whose activities may result in violence or 

damage to school property, or whose activities may endanger life 
or limb; 

e Any group whose activities may be disruptive to the normal 
educational functions of the Union School District; 

e Any group whose activities are such that the school district 
facilities are not reasonably able to accomodate them; 

eAny group whose activities are for commercial advertising, 
private business or commercial purposes; 

e Any group whose activi ties are in contravention to any other 
school district policy; or 

e Any group who has previously violated district policy while 
using school facili ties or whose activities caused damage to 
school facilities or injury to persons during such previous use. 

Question - After application is made, then what? 
Answer - Every gro up using district faci lities must sign a 

Facilities Use Agreement in the form designated by the district. 
The Board of Education reserves the right to require evidence of 
public liability and property damage insurance in amounts 
designated by the board. Requests for cancellation must be 
received at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting time. 

Question - May groups use school equipment? 
Answer - Yes, spotlights, public address systems and other 

such equipment may be requested on the application. However, 
school equipment must be operated by an authorized school 
district representative, and approval for use is at the discretion of 
the Superintendent. 

Cafeteria and kitchen facilities use must also be requested on 
the application and may be operated· only with an authorized 
Union district representative present. Cafeteria kitchen ~se is 
also at the sole discretion of the Superintendent. 

Question - How much are the fees? 
Answer- Fees range from $10 per hour for use of a classroom 

to a minimum of $750 per day/night for use of the stad ium. 
When additional personnel such as clock operators, security, 
ticket takers, etc., are required then the fee for the stadium can be 
as much as $1 ,320. For a complete breakdown on the fee 
schedule, portions of the facility included in the agreement, and 
special regulations (such as no food or drinks in the classrooms) 
group representatives should contact the Superintendent's 
office. 

Question- What about scouts and PTA? 
Answer - Scouting groups may use school facilities between 

3:30 and 5:30 without charge. A statement of liability of renter is 
required, or a signed waiver. Scouts and PTA groups, which may 
also meet in shcool buildings without charge, schedule their 
regular meetings through the building principal. 

The school district also provides custodial services for the PTA 
for one major fund raising event per school each year without 
charge. Union Athletic Club may have one free organization 
meeting per season, also with a statement of liability or a signed 
waiver. The club schedules through the Athletic Director and the 
building Principal. 

Note: Only school district personnel will be permitted to open, 
set-up, clean-up and close a rented facility. Under no 
circumstances will keys be given to any organization renting a 
facility. 

For further information on use of school facilities call 
James Patton, Assistant Superintendent of Business, at the 
Administration Center, 664-9400. 
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Parent-Teacher Conferences Set 

Letter Grades Don't Tell Whole Story 
Those letter grades your child receives may not be telling you 

as much as you think about your child's school life, according to 
Don Irvin, Director of Elementary Education. 

"Letter grades can tell little more than how many right answers 
your child was able to give on a certain number of assignments. 
The real story of the world your child lives in six hours each 
weekday can only be told in a visit to the school itself," he said. 

To give parents this opportunity to see and experience the 
elements of their child's school-day environment, Union 
Elementary Schools will hold Parent-Teacher Conferences 
November 7, 8 and 9. An information sheet with times for 
individual conferences will be sent home with students in early 
November. 

"We think it's important 
for parents to know who 
their children's teachers 
are, as well as for the 
teacher to have a chance to 
meet students' parents. We 
can do a lot more to build 
an individual child's 
educational program when 
we're all working together. 
To do that, we have to 
know one another and to 
know something about 
each other's goals and 
needs," he said. 

Most parents are 
surprised when they see the 
classroom setting," he continued. "I don't know what they 
expect, but they always find our Union classrooms warm, 
colorful, pleasant places geared to challenge each child to the 
most of his/her individual potential. 

"They also find that there are many ways they can be helping 
their children at home. They don't have to know new math to 
encourage their children to acquire good study habits, and to 
provide each child with a quiet, well-lighted place to study in the 
home. They may also learn what a tremendous influence they 
hav.e on their children's reading skills by setting a good example. 
If a child sees the parent spending time each evening reading, 
and obviously enjoying reading, then he sees this as a good thing 

To Make Time 
for Parent-Teacher Conferences 

On November 7, 8 and 9 

School Will be Dismissed 
at 10 a.m. for morning kindergarten classes, 

1:30 p.m. for grades 1 • 6 and 

the afternoon kindergarten 

While Uflion secondary schools do not set aside special 
days for parent-teacher conferences, individual conferences 
may be scheduled at the request of either the parent or the 
teacher. 

to do himself. Making books available to the child in the home 
and makinf{ the school and public libraries a part of family 
entertainment can also influence the child 's reading behavior." 

Besides getting to know the child 's teacher, the school and the 
curriculum, the parent should have the opportunity to discuss 
their child's strengths and weaknesses in several areas. These 
may include behavior observed by the parent in the home as well 
as those observed by the teacher in school. 

Teachers will be prepared for the conferences with 
information on the child's ability and willingness to meet the 
challenges of that particular class. Is he or she an overachiever, 
working harder than most to get good grades? Could he or she be 
an underachiever, making barely satisfactory grades in spite of 

the fact he/she continually 
daydreams in class? The 
teacher may a lso be able to 
share observations that can 
be hE!lpful to parents (such 
as whether the child is 
having trouble seeing or 
hearing, or is slow in 
developing muscular 
control.) Is the child 
listening in class, attending 
to a task for any length of 
time, following directions, 
seeing correctly, or slow in 
developing small motor 
skills involved in such 
exercises as writing? 

To make the b~st of the conference, parents should also be 
prepared with information. Does the child have any special 
health problems the teacher should be aware of? Has he been 
effected by some traumatic experience in his life, such as an 
illness or death in the family or separation from a loved one? 
What are his or her TV habits, study habits, after-school activities 
and special interests? How does the child feel about school and 
schoolwork? Is he/she having conflicts with.friends, siblings, or 
others that might affect his attention or attitude during the school 
day? 

A successful conference with your child's teacher should have 
one important result: to help your child receive a more 
personalized education through shared information and parent
teacher teamwork! 

What Should You Tell You Child 
About the Parent-Teacher Conference? 

Your child may feel anxious about your meeting with his 
teacher. To help relieve his anxiety you might talk with him/her 
before the conference to ask for his input about topics he feels 
you should cover. Then, after the conference, tell the child what 
was discussed. Omit any information he may not be mature 
enough to understand, and be positive in your discussior 
Remember, the better your child feels about himself, the better 
he will do in school. If the child was present during the 
conference, you might discuss the key points with him to make 
sure he understood what was being said. 
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Those letter grades your child receives may not be telling you 

as much as you think about your child's school life, according to 
Don Irvin, Director of Elementary Education. 

"Letter grades can tell little more than how many right answers 
your child was able to give on a certain number of assignments. 
The real story of the world your child lives in six hours each 
weekday can only be told in a visit to the school itself," he said. 

To give parents this opportunity to see and experience the 
elements of their child's school-day environment, Union 
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for parents to know who 
their children's teachers 
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teacher to have a chance to 
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classroom setting," he continued. "I don't know what they 
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their children at home. They don't have to know new math to 
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provide each child with a quiet, well-lighted place to study in the 
home. They may also learn what a tremendous influence they 
hav.e on their children's reading skills by setting a good example. 
If a child sees the parent spending time each evening reading, 
and obviously enjoying reading, then he sees this as a good thing 
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On November 7, 8 and 9 

School Will be Dismissed 
at 10 a.m. for morning kindergarten classes, 

1:30 p.m. for grades 1 • 6 and 

the afternoon kindergarten 

While Uflion secondary schools do not set aside special 
days for parent-teacher conferences, individual conferences 
may be scheduled at the request of either the parent or the 
teacher. 

to do himself. Making books available to the child in the home 
and makinf{ the school and public libraries a part of family 
entertainment can also influence the child 's reading behavior." 

Besides getting to know the child 's teacher, the school and the 
curriculum, the parent should have the opportunity to discuss 
their child's strengths and weaknesses in several areas. These 
may include behavior observed by the parent in the home as well 
as those observed by the teacher in school. 

Teachers will be prepared for the conferences with 
information on the child's ability and willingness to meet the 
challenges of that particular class. Is he or she an overachiever, 
working harder than most to get good grades? Could he or she be 
an underachiever, making barely satisfactory grades in spite of 

the fact he/she continually 
daydreams in class? The 
teacher may a lso be able to 
share observations that can 
be hE!lpful to parents (such 
as whether the child is 
having trouble seeing or 
hearing, or is slow in 
developing muscular 
control.) Is the child 
listening in class, attending 
to a task for any length of 
time, following directions, 
seeing correctly, or slow in 
developing small motor 
skills involved in such 
exercises as writing? 

To make the b~st of the conference, parents should also be 
prepared with information. Does the child have any special 
health problems the teacher should be aware of? Has he been 
effected by some traumatic experience in his life, such as an 
illness or death in the family or separation from a loved one? 
What are his or her TV habits, study habits, after-school activities 
and special interests? How does the child feel about school and 
schoolwork? Is he/she having conflicts with.friends, siblings, or 
others that might affect his attention or attitude during the school 
day? 

A successful conference with your child's teacher should have 
one important result: to help your child receive a more 
personalized education through shared information and parent
teacher teamwork! 

What Should You Tell You Child 
About the Parent-Teacher Conference? 

Your child may feel anxious about your meeting with his 
teacher. To help relieve his anxiety you might talk with him/her 
before the conference to ask for his input about topics he feels 
you should cover. Then, after the conference, tell the child what 
was discussed. Omit any information he may not be mature 
enough to understand, and be positive in your discussior 
Remember, the better your child feels about himself, the better 
he will do in school. If the child was present during the 
conference, you might discuss the key points with him to make 
sure he understood what was being said. 
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David Brown and Sue Barton, fifth grade teachers at 
Briarglen Elementary, won fourth place in the $'s FOR 
OKLAHOMA SCHOOL TEACHERS 7th Annual 
Awards Program to Recognize Creativity in Economic 
Education. The award, which entailed a $125 prize to 
be split by the two, was presented October lS. by the 
Oklahoma Council on Economic Education in 
Oklahoma City. Brown and Barton's project leading to 
the award was the fifth grade student store they 
sponsor. 

Two Win Merit Commendation 
Two Union High School seniors, Jim Graver and Mike Kinney, 

have been named Commended students by the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), according to Principal 
Vernon Harmon. 

A Letter of Commendation from the school and NMSC was 
presented to the youths in recognition of outstanding 
performance on the PSAT/NMSQT, the qualifying test for the 
Merit Program that was administered nationwide to high school 
juniors in October 1978. 

Of the more than one million students entering the 
competition, about 35,000 throughout the United States are 
being commended for test performance that placed them 
among the top five percent of participants. Although 
Commended students rank below the level required for Merit 
Program Semifinalists- the only participants who will continue 
in the 1980 competition for Merit Scholarships - each has 
shown exceptional academic promise. 

A spokesman for NMSC, which conducts the Merit Program, 
stated that "the high performance that is required to be 
designated a Commended student in the Merit Program is an 
attainment deserving of public recognition. The nation as well as 
each of these students will be benefited by the continued 
educational and personal development of their talents." 

Five other seniors were named as semifinalists last month. 
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American Education W eek 
November 11 - 17 

Students Plan Lu nch Men u 
For Will Rogers Birthday 
Sixth graders at Boevers planned the school lunch menu for 

Will Rogers Birthday on November 2, according to Food 
Services Director, Patty Holt. 

The students worked with Boevers cafeteria manager Gail 
Adams to learn good rules of nutrition and the many 
requirements that must be taken into co nsideration when 
planning a school menu. Students call the lunch the "Okie 
Special. " Will's Beans and Ham, Little Spuds, Wrangler Bread, 
Tumbleweed Salad and Lariat Cake make up the menu. 

All school cafeterias experienced a sharp rise in participants 
last week when 40 T-shirts with the National School Lunch Week 
emblem (Nutrition With Love) were given to students drawing 
the lucky tray. Two shirts a day were given over a period of three 
days. 

Jake Findley, right, hands Steve Hardt one of the 
special badges worn by members of the Peters 
Elementary Safety Patrol. The sixth graders who make 
up the patrol perform important functions for the 
school like bringing the Kindergartners in from the 
buses,' patroling the cafeteria during lunch, helping 
students at the crosswalk, and answering the school 
phone during lunch. Sixth grade teacher Carolyn 
Rischard coordinates the program. Steve was named 
Safety Patrol of the month for September. 
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School Property: A Question of Pu bl ic Use 
With space for the public meetings at a premium in southeast 

Tulsa, requests for use of school fac ilities are becoming more and 
more common. Some of those groups now using Union space 
include local churches who have outgrown Sunday School space 
in their present buildings, youth sports groups, scouts, PTA, and 
Tulsa J un ior Coll ege Special Programs. The presence of these 
groups on school property has raised curiosity among in terested 
citizens about the process and procedures involved. To answer 
some of the questions we've received, the following is presented 
as a public info rmation service: 

Question - Why are some churches and community 
organizations using school property on weekends and week 
nights? 

Answer - School facilities are available for use by the public 
because the public owns the schools. 

However, the Unio n School Board, as the governi ng body 
entrusted with the care of school property, has established a 
po licy covering the use of the schools. Th is policy includes a fee 
covering costs involved in such use, such as electricity and 
custodial services. Guidelines also require reimbursement for 
damage to or misuse of school property. 

Question - Why didn't you include fees charged for use of 
athletic fields and gymnasiums in the athletic income you 
published in the September Communicator? 

Answer - Those fees were not included in the athletic 
department's budget because they are not paid to the athletic 
department and are not available for use by that department. 
The fees are based on a non-profit coverage of costs and are paid 
to the district business department which is in charge of paying 
utility bills, custodial salaries and supplies, insurance, and 
maintenance costs. 

Question - Who can use the facilities? 
Answer - Union School District facilities may be used by 

educational, political, literary, cultural, religious, scientific, civic 
or recreational organizations, with a few exceptions listed below. 
First priority will be given at all times to any function related to the 
operation of the school system. Written application must be 
made at least ten days prior to the date of the use requested. 
Forms for this application may be obtained from the office of the 
Superintendent. 

If the organization's request is one with regularly occurring 
dates, approval may be given for the entire schedule. However, if 
a conflict with a school activity should develop, the district 
reserves the right to cancel the permission granted, or to require 
a change to an alternate date and time. 

Each application must be approved by the Board of Education 
and failure to fully and properly complete the application may 
result in denial of the use request. 

Those who may not use Union facilities are: 
e Any group advocating the violent overthrow of the 

Oklahoma or United States Constitutions; 
e Any group which actively encourages or regularly takes part 

in any illegal activities; 
e Any group whose activities may result in violence or 

damage to school property, or whose activities may endanger life 
or limb; 

e Any group whose activities may be disruptive to the normal 
educational functions of the Union School District; 

e Any group whose activities are such that the school district 
facilities are not reasonably able to accomodate them; 

eAny group whose activities are for commercial advertising, 
private business or commercial purposes; 

e Any group whose activi ties are in contravention to any other 
school district policy; or 

e Any group who has previously violated district policy while 
using school facili ties or whose activities caused damage to 
school facilities or injury to persons during such previous use. 

Question - After application is made, then what? 
Answer - Every gro up using district faci lities must sign a 

Facilities Use Agreement in the form designated by the district. 
The Board of Education reserves the right to require evidence of 
public liability and property damage insurance in amounts 
designated by the board. Requests for cancellation must be 
received at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting time. 

Question - May groups use school equipment? 
Answer - Yes, spotlights, public address systems and other 

such equipment may be requested on the application. However, 
school equipment must be operated by an authorized school 
district representative, and approval for use is at the discretion of 
the Superintendent. 

Cafeteria and kitchen facilities use must also be requested on 
the application and may be operated· only with an authorized 
Union district representative present. Cafeteria kitchen ~se is 
also at the sole discretion of the Superintendent. 

Question - How much are the fees? 
Answer- Fees range from $10 per hour for use of a classroom 

to a minimum of $750 per day/night for use of the stad ium. 
When additional personnel such as clock operators, security, 
ticket takers, etc., are required then the fee for the stadium can be 
as much as $1 ,320. For a complete breakdown on the fee 
schedule, portions of the facility included in the agreement, and 
special regulations (such as no food or drinks in the classrooms) 
group representatives should contact the Superintendent's 
office. 

Question- What about scouts and PTA? 
Answer - Scouting groups may use school facilities between 

3:30 and 5:30 without charge. A statement of liability of renter is 
required, or a signed waiver. Scouts and PTA groups, which may 
also meet in shcool buildings without charge, schedule their 
regular meetings through the building principal. 

The school district also provides custodial services for the PTA 
for one major fund raising event per school each year without 
charge. Union Athletic Club may have one free organization 
meeting per season, also with a statement of liability or a signed 
waiver. The club schedules through the Athletic Director and the 
building Principal. 

Note: Only school district personnel will be permitted to open, 
set-up, clean-up and close a rented facility. Under no 
circumstances will keys be given to any organization renting a 
facility. 

For further information on use of school facilities call 
James Patton, Assistant Superintendent of Business, at the 
Administration Center, 664-9400. 
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From the Superintendent's Desk! 

Bid Openings Set for New Construction 
Bid opening dates have been 

set for some of the projects that 
will be financed by the recent 
bond issue. 

(1) Smoke detector/fire 
alarm system for the 
Junior High and new 
heaters in the west 
building at the Junior 
High - November 15, 
1979 at 2:00 p.m. at the 
Administrative Center. 

(2) Darnaby Elementary 
School - October 22, 

1979 at 7:00p.m. at the Junior High Cafetorium. 
;3) High School Addition- November 5, 1979 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Junior High Cafetorium. 
Contracts should be awarded as soon as the bids are 

checked by the architects. We will be awarding contracts 
about a month earlier than usual so hopefully we can get 
some foundation and earthwork done prior to the onset of bad 
weather. 

Phase II at Tom Peters Elementary is substantially finished 
and all the students are now in permanent classrooms. It is a 

THE OPEN Darn 
Q. Will State Question 539, which will be placed before the 
voters in a special election November 6, have any effect on 
support of the schools? 
A. State Question 539 would restore the deduction on state 

income taxes for federal income taxes paid and would produce 
an estimated $132.5 million tax cut. While the tax cut would 
have little effect on those who earn less than $40,000 a year, it 
could have a tremendous effect on the public schools in 
Oklahoma. 

The Oklahoma legislature, in the last session, passed a bill that 
also restores the federal income tax deduction and would grant a 
$40 million tax cut next year. Passage of SQ 539 would nullify 
that bill. While the legislation now in force would probably be 
offset by new growth in the state, SQ 539 could mean no new 
money for education. 

Oklahoma is already 49th in the nation in teachers' salaries, 
and taxes in this state are among the lowest in the nation. 
Approval of SQ 539 could drop Oklahoma to dead last in 
support of education. 

While the schools are non-partisan in party politics, we see the 
choice of tax cuts as a battle between political parties, with the 
children of this state caught in the middle. A Democratic
dominated Legislature passed the tax program introduced 
earlier this year, while Republicans are sponsoring SQ 539. 

During the past year we have seen a 17 percent inflation rate. 
The predicted inflation rate for the coming year looks no more 
promising. Should no new money be available for public 
education the schools will have to reduce school services in order 
to balance the budget, a condition required by state law. Should 
passage of ~Q 539 actually produce a loss of revenue to the 
state's schools, the resulting loss of services to our children would 
be even more devestating. 

welcome relief to vacate the media center and the 
gymnasium. We will begin stocking the media center soon 
with shelve·s that will be of our own design and manufacture. 
Now that we have finally had some rain we can complete the 
outside grading and plant some winter grass. 

The Briarglen gym is now occupied but we have a few items 
that still must be finished. The grounds st ill need to be 
cleaned and some handrails must be installed. It is a real fine 
addition to Briarglen school. 

Construction is underway on a 400 meter all-weather 
running track around the practice field. Construction of the 
curbs and concrete base must be finished b.y November 1 so 
the actural running surface can be installed. 

The reroofing project at the Junior High School is in its 
final phases. It has been a long drawn out project because of 
the performance of the contractor but it should be completed 
soon. 

School is progressing well at this point and the Union 
Community has a lot of things to be proud of. 

Q. What happened to the red in the red and white colors of 
the Union Redskins? 
A. This is a question that all schools whose colors include red 

have faced for many years. Sporting goods dealers can show you 
any number of red colors. Officially our colors are listed as red 
and white. We use two basic colors of red- "cardinal red" which 
is a deep red (not maroon) and "scarlet red" which is a bright red. 

The problem that sometime occurs involves the various 
suppliers that we use for our uniforms. Two companies can 
supply cardinal red and in all likelihood the two colors will be 
different. 

We also use two contrast colors with our red and white. Most of 
our teams as well as the band use black We have at least two 
sports that use silver gray as a contrast. 

....---the eommunicatp,. ____, 
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Union Pride Takes Honors 
The Pride took four top awards in the Pryor Invitational Band 

Contest at Pryor October 6. Union High School musicians were 
awarded Outstanding Percussion Section of the day, 
Outstanding Band in Street Parade, Outstanding Band in Field 
Show and Outstanding Band in Color Guard, according to Bill 
Stone, Band Director. 

The band placed ninth overall out of the 43 bands 
~articipating in the National Marching Contest held at 
Whitewater, Wisconsin in June. "We also attended clinics that 
were held in conjunction with the contest," said Stone. "and 
established ourselves as a band to beat in future national 
competitions. 

We received many favorable comments from the judges 
concerning our future in national competition. The only thing 
that hurt us at Whitewater was our lack of experience at the 
national level. We plan on going to the next national 
championship which will be held in the Cottonbowl in Dallas 
during Thanksgiving break of 1980. We'll win there," he added 
confidently. 

"I would personally like to thank the administration and the 
Union community for their support of the band last year in our 
preparations for the National Marching Championship. Without 
their support I don't think we would have done nearly as well as 
we did," said Stone. 

Ed Parker has been elected President of the Band Parent's 
Club for the 1979-80 school year. Frank Fortney is Vice 
President, Pat Gates is Secretary and Erma Johnson is Treasurer. 
Willis Emerson is in charge of publicity. 

An active fall schedule for band members includes performing 
at half-time for the Convict-Tulsa Police game October 21. The 
game will be televised on cable television. On October 25 the 
band will participate in a district marching contest at Skelly 
Stadium and on November 3 will march in a parade to be held in 
conjunction with the Congressional Medal of Honors Winners 
Convention at Broken Arrow. The band will also perform at all 
home games. 

"When football is over we plan to concentrate on polishing our 
concert band," said Stone. "We weren't able to do much in that 
area last year because we were preparing for the National 
Marching Competition." 
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"You're the greatest, Mr. Grove!" 
Shannin Kitching, Vickie Dinges and 
Shaleem Kitching joined the student 
body, faculty and PTA in honoring 
Robert B. Grove at a special 
presentation earlier this month at the 
Robert B. Grove Elementary School. 
The girls are third graders in Cheryl 
Mackey's class. Grove is Associate 
Superintendent of Finance for the 
Union School District, and has served 
as teacher, principal and Superin· 
tendent for Union over the past 34 
years. The program, set with a theme of 
Hawaiian Luau, was pr~sented just for 
Mr. and Mrs. Grove during the October 
PTA meeting. 

PAT-ON-THE-BACK 
The Union School District awards a PAT-ON-THE-BACK to 

Lee and Lynn Romanek for their interest, enthusiasm, and 
efforts in building a playground for Briarglen Elementary this 
year. Lynn, serving as Fund Raising Chairman for the Briarglen 
PTA, "efficiently organized numerous projects to raise money for 
equipment," according to a Briarglen teacher. 

"She also purchased supplies and enlisted people to work 
building and painting equipment. Lee spent countless hours 
erecting three pieces of equipment made from tires and helped 
assemble the equipment purchased from PTA funds." 

The Romaneks have a daughter, Suzanne, enrolled at 
Briarglen. 

"To the Romaneks and all who helped work on the playground 
we want to express our appreciation and gratitude," stated a 
Briarglen representative. 

The PAT -ON-THE-BACK is usually a feature of INSIGHT, the 
Union employee newsletter, and is awarded to those who make 
much more effort than is expected of them to do something 
special for Union students. 

Traci Johnson tries a free throw for John Scroggins, 
Briarglen Elementary Principal. Traci, a kindergarten 
student, was participating in the school's Gym Dandy 
Day, a dedication of the new gymnasium by students 
and faculty. 



Published by Union Public Schools I Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Union High School 
Classroom Addition 

Construction Begins Soon 
Eighteen classrooms, eight faculty offices, restr.ooms, 

storage closets, a student commons area and student store 
will be included in the new two-story classroom addition at 
Union High School. Plans were completed recently by 
1rchitects and planners Day, Yadon and Ragland of Tulsa. 

Construction bids for the project will be taken during the 
regular November school board meeting November 5 at 7 
p.m. in the Junior High Cafetorium. Also included in the bid 
will be a fire sprinkler system for the main building. 
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REDSKIN TALK 

Girls Softball Team Wins District Title 
by Gil Cloud 

Director of Athletics 

The softball season has ended and our girls have captured the 
District Championship. Although the Redskins posted a 12-11 
record, next season appears to be worth looking forward to. All 
but one of the starters will return and Coach Jones feels that with 
the summer season yet to play, the girls will have an outstanding 
season next year. 

The boys and girls cross-country teams are competing each 
weekend as they point to the regional and state meets in 
November. The Metro 7 Conference meet will be held at ORU on 
October 17. Coach Bradshaw feels that his girls team has a 
chance to capture a fourth consecutive state championship. The 
boys are still young but with hard work can develop so that they 
peak at the regional meet. 

The emergence of our football program to state-wide 
recognition has been very gratifying to all those involved whether 
they are participants or fans. This year we are fielding 6 teams in 
grades 7 through 12. Check your schedule and make it a point to 
see any or all of our teams play the remainder of the season. 

This is the time of year that we start making plans for football 
schedules for the next two years. It is also a time to consider 
conference alignment. As we continue to grow we will of course 
be close or actually in the 4A Classification. During the next few 
weeks we wi ll be looking at conference alternatives both with our 
present affiliation with the Metro 7 and a possible new 
conference. We will have all our plans finali zed by Christmas. 

Basketball practice has begun and Coach Goddard and Coach 
Sumner report that workouts are going well. With a little over 4 
weeks before the season opens, many positions are still open. 

This year the Athletic Department will undertake the 
organization of 5-6 grade boys and girls basketball teams by 
individual schools and grades. Coach Sumner, Goddard, Bates 
and I will be formalizing plans before the middle of November. 
The basic organization will include 5th grade boys and girls 
teams from each school and 6th grade boys and girls teams from 
each school. The teams will practice twice a week and play games 
once a week. All schools will play one another twice. At the 
conclusion of regular league play, a tournament will be held at 
the Union High School gym. The season will run fromDecember 
15 to February 29th. 

Comment 

The new track is nearing completion. This is a major addition 
to our program. We have bused our track teams all over 
southeast Tulsa just to practice. Our students have had to run on 
Mingo Road and other streets to keep their physical condition at 
an acceptable level for competition. The track will be used not 
only by 350 students in our track program but also our high 
school health and physical education classes and ultimately the 
community. We will have some activities at this track that will be 
open to all members of our school and district patrons. I want to 
thank all of those who supported this project. I can assure you 
that this facility will be used more than anyone can imagine. See 
you at the track! 

Union Booster Club Meeting 
Monday, November 12 

7 p.m. 

Union High School Gym Lobby 
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