
~\)~LIC Sc 

t~~~~ 

Vol.4 No.2 Published by Union Public Schools I Tulsa, Oklahoma September, 1978 

Vote Set for New School Construction 
Five hundred more came this year. At least that many more 

are projected to come next year. And the year after. And the 
year after. 

Calendar of Events 
Sept. Briarglen PTA Candy 
14-24 Sale 
Sept. 18 Grove PTA Meeting 7:30pm GrC 
Sept. 18 Peters PTA Meeting 7:30pm Pee 
Sept. 18 Grove Korfball Grades 5 & 6 1:45-2: l5pm CirC 
Sept. 20 Boevers School Pictures 
Sept. 26 Briarglen PTA Meeting 7:00pm GrC 

Sept. 28 Junior High Back to School 7:00-9:00pm JHC 
School Dance 

Oct. 2 District Board 7:00pm JHC 
Meeting 

Oct. 3 Grove Open House Grades K-6 7:00-9:00pm GrC 
Oct. 3 Briarglen PTA Skating 4:00-6:00pm 

Oct. 5 Grove Back to School 7:00-9:00pm GrC 
Night Grades 4-6 

Oct. 6 No School Fair Day 
Oct. 10 Boevers PTA Meeting 7:30pm 
Oct. 11 All Schools National Food Day 
Oct. II Ad. Center PTA Council Meetmg 9:30am AdC 
Oct. 12- No School OEA Meeting 
13 
Oct. 13 Briar glen Fun Night 6:00- 9:00pm 
Oct. 16 Peters Back to School 

Night Grades K-6 
Oct. 19 Junior Open House 7:00pm JHC 

High School PTA Meeting 

According to metropolitan planning engmeers the Haike 
Creek watershed area has just begun to grow, and a slowdown 
in urbanization of the Union area is not expected in the 
immediate future. 

Each year, playing catch-up with the needs of students 
caught in increasingly crowded classrooms, Union residents 
have voted the maximum amount of school bonds for new 
construction. An9' more students keep coming. 

September 26 district residents will go to the polls again, 
this time to vote on a $1.8 million bond issue for Phase II of 
Tom Peters Elementary School. Remaining funds will go for 
purchase of a new elementary school site in the southwestern 
portion of the district, a major growth area where children 
must be bused to Grove Elementary, about four miles away; for 
streets and sewer at the new site; Phase I of a bus garage and 
equipment for repair and maintenance of school buses; a 
physical education gym at one of the elementaries currently 
functioning without such a facility; and a vocational education 
print shop. 

Architectual fees and contingencies, and bond issue expense 
(such as advertising of the sale of bonds and the taking of 
construction bids as required by law) will also be paid out of the 
proceeds. 

Should the construction bids come in lower than anticipat~d, 
other projects will be initiated. Bids cannot be taken until about 
60 days after the election, again due to state law, and inflation 
and the construction market can play havoc with architects and 
engineers' estimates on the price of each project during that 
length of time. 

Seco'nd priority projects include land purchase for a bus 
garage, a sound system for the high school music compl_ex, 
landscaping at Clark and Peters Elementary, a floor coven~g 
for the lobby of the high school gym, and Phase I of radio 
communications. 

(For related information see page 4-5) . 
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REDSKIN TALK 

Fall Sport Participation Up This Year 
by 

Gil Cloud 
Director of Athletics 

School is underway and so is the athletic season for this year. 
Our fall sports include football (grades 7-12), boys and girls 
cross-country, gymnastics and girls softbo.l.l.. 

Coach Emerson, our Head Football Coach, is looking to 
weekly improvement from the varsity. He is very encouraged 
by the performance of the Junior High teams in their first 
outing at Owasso. We currently have 235 students that are out 
for our various teams. This is up from the 180 we had out last 
season. 

Coach Don Jones (Softball coach) has a young team this year 
but up to September 9th had posted a 6-3 record. As the girls 
play two to three games a week plus the tournaments, he is 
hopeful they will improve by the time the regional tournament 
is played. 

Coach Jim Bradshaw has a large number of boys and girls out 
for cross-country this fall. Their first competition was 
September 16th. Coach Bradshaw feels by starting the season a 

This one issue of the Communicator is being delivered to 
every home in the Union District. If you are not on the regular 
mailing list and would like to be included, please call the 
Community Relations Office at 664-9400. 
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little later, the boys and girls will peak at the right time. The 
season extends until November lOth with the state meet. Girls 
are looking for a third state championship in as many years . 

Coach Deanna Jones will be working with the gymnastics 
team this year. Scheduling is not complete at this date as the 
season extends the entire school year. This year gymnastic has 
been scheduled after school so that facilities can be cleared and 
available for the team to work. 

COMMENT: 
I would like to congratulate Mr.Jim Owen, President of the 

Union Booster Club, for the start the club has made this year. 
The Club has an enthusiastic membership which includes 

grades seven through twelve and helps promote athletics at all 
levels and for all -sports. 

Join the Booster Club and Suppo.rt Union Athletics! 

Cause fo r Pride 

Union pride took another leap this 
summer w hen Rainy Mendoza, Union 
Junior High Counselor, completed her 
Doctorate of Philosophy in Counseling 
Psychology from the Pacific States 
University. Dr. Mendoza , shown 
left with Brenda Simmons, a 7th 
grader, began her studies at the Lon
don ca mpus of the university where 
she studied with psychologists from 
England and continental Europe as 
well as the United States. She was able 
to study at Tavistock Institute in 
London where Freud did his work and 
where she worked with some of the 
world's best known psychologists. She 
completed her work this past summer 
at the Los Angeles campus this sum
mer, where she was able to study with 
another group of noted psychologists . 
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From the Superintendent's Desk! 

Year Starts Smoothly as Planning Continues 
The 1978-79 school year has 

begun in very fine fashion. We 
have quite a number of new 
students to our system. Our 
enrollment at Tom Peters 
Elementary was a little more 
than ex pected and had a 
crowded 4th grade, but we have 
added another teacher and now 
the class size is workable. 

The new building for Peters 
hopefully will be ready in 
February or March of 1979. 
The bond issue scheduled for 
September 26 will allow Phase 

II to immediately begin when we receive the money, which 
generally is December I. If we can have some good luck, 
Phase II could possibly be ready by September, 1979. 

T he music facility at the high school is at least 60-75 days 
behind schedule at this point. Most of the outside walls are 
finished and the structural steel is in place. The roof should 
be in place within two weeks, so that fall weather should not 
interfere with its completion. The band and vocal groups are 
now using the gym lobby for their rehearsals. 

THE OPEN DDrn 
Q. What steps is the school district taking to keep down 
taxes and cut costs? 
A. Probably utility costs have risen faster than any other 
ex pend iture during the last two years. We have just recently 
completed an energy study and as a result will be making some 
recommendations to our board of education to install some 
energy-saving devices. These devices will be controls to make 
wise use of the heating and cooling cycles. 

Transportation costs are also rising due to several reasons . 
Among them , of course, is the rising ·cost of fuel and 
replaccment of vehicles. The state department of education 
only re imburses rr,tnsportation of students living more than I
I / 2 miles from school Also there is_.... no reimbursement on 
t ransportation of kindergarten students at noon. We are 
taking a strong look at providing transportation in the near 
future only to thc students who live 1-1 / 2 miles from school 
and climin<tting the noon kindergarten run . Because of the 
requirl'!ncnts of PLtJ·i-l ·i2, or the education of the 
han ll iupped. wc will bc required to provide more 
tr<ulS l'o rr:ttion for rhc handicapped and will h<tve m limit 
sen · ices to ;tre<tS th <tt are now within the 1-1 ( 2 mile limit. 

As far as taxes are concerned, the tax rate does not change 
a great deal hut the actual taxes paid docs increase because of 
the increasing value of the property owned. We have not 
vorcd any new taxes for the district. The sinking fund, used 
to pay off bonds, will vary from year to year depending on 
the amount of outstanding bonds. It wsts S I ,200- S I ,500 per 
ye<tr for each student th<tt attends Union Schools, public 
educ ttion is sr i II a good buy for your tax dollar. 

Q. I'm confused about which tax goes to the schools. Is it 
the personal property tax, or the real estate tax that is 
incl;Jded in the amount I pay as a part of my home loan 
payment? Do the schools have any other sources of income? 
A. Bm h real estate and personal property taxes are actually ad 
va lon: m taxes. This means they are "according to value" . The 
school distri ct receives the proceeds which are dedicated to the 
schools. The following levies are applied ro the value of the 
property owned. 

The eight classroom addition to Roy Clark should be 
finished by October 1. We have had difficulty in receiving 
the unit ventilators for the heating and air conditioning. 

Carpet cannot be installed until these ventilators are in 
place. The ventilators are to be shipped September 21, so 
they should be on the job and ready for installation the last 
week of September. 

We continually update our information as to growth in 
student population for the district and attempt to 
incorporate both short range and long range goals into our 
overall program. 1 have made a suggestion to the board that 
as part of our long-range plans we use the present junior 
high site as an administrative center. 

In my opinion, we will need a new junior high school in 
the northern part of the district within three years and plan 
for a junior high school in the southern portion of the 
district sometime later in the future. Minimum 
requirements for a junior high school have been established 
as 20 acres. The present junior high site has only about 7 1/2-
8 acres is not suitable. The present site could be used as an 
overflow on elementary and also used for special education 
until such time it can be used as an administrative center. 

We urge your participation on September 26 in your bond 
election. 

(I) 
(2) 
(3) 

(4) 

LEVY 
15 mills 
10 mills 
5 mills 

5 mills 

AUTHORITY 
State Constitution approved 

Local Support- approved by voters each year 
Emergency levy - approved by voters 

each year 
Building levy - approved by voters 

each year. 
The proceeds of these levies are received into the general 

fund of the district. This constitutes the amount of local 
revenue received by the district. There are several sources of 
county levies, part of which goes to the schools on an 
attendance basis and some state monies that are distributed on 
an attendance basis . Local revenue makes up less than 1/2 and 
nearer 1/3 of the total revenue received by the district. 
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September, 1978 

District Enrollment 
Hits New High 

Over 5,000 students entered Union 
schools this fall and schools continue 
to enroll new students every day. T he 
figures given are always a "warm 
body" count unless indica ted other
wise. T hat is , the figures represent the 
number of students actually in the 
classroom on a given day. 

The nu mber of students enrolled 
will always be a higher figure, but is 
seldom used because state funding is 
based on "warm bodies" or average 
dai ly attendance (ADA) . Ironically, 
wh ile schools are given money for 
ADA, they mus t p rovide textbooks , 
cl assrooms, teachers a nd se rv ices 
for every student enrolled, whether 
they attend or not. The d;Jference 
comes out of local funds . 

Wh ate ve r the figures, ADA or 
enrollment , Unio n classroo ms are 
crowded. Some e lementary classrooms 
have as many as 35 students. W hile 
sta te laws reco mmend lower class 
sizes, there is not place to house addi
tional classes needed in order to lower 
those class sizes. The law does· state, 
however, that when residents of a 
school distr ict have done all they can 
by voting the maximum amount of 
school 'lev ies, the lower class sizes do 
not apply. 

• • • To Build Space for the K ids 
Unr il I 97 1 the Unio n School District cons isted of one school 

buildi ng housi ng g rades K- 12. T he original build ing at that 
location . now a part of Union Jun ior High, was built in 192 1 
when the district was firs t formed. 

Fou r mm munit ies for med wha t was then the larges t 
conso lidated d1srnn 1n the state . Bo les , McCo llough, Mayo and 
Alsuma have al l hur disappeared wi th the adva nce ment of 
Tulsa 's suburban hous ing acldirio ns and indus tr ia l complexes, 
but rhe sp1n t cha r those tour commun ities bequethed the 
ll)7(J's in rhe fo rm of the Union Schoo l Distrin li ves on. 

T he origina l school dis trin was much large r th an the 
presenr area . Pieces ex tending to .'> 1st and Y.tle were annexed 
<tway by the T ul sa School District du ri ng the 1950's as the 
Tu ls;t suburbs grew into rhose areas. As the annexa tion 
stopped <llld rhc new hous ing addit ions bega n appear ing in 
Un1 on, a gym nas iu m. two classroo m wings and a cafe tor ium 
were bu dr ro s_upplement the o rig ina l build ing. 

As rhc 1970 s approached , rhe schoo l boa rd could see those 
meas ures wou ldn 't take ca re of the enormo us growth to the 
north . Bn ;trg len was bui lt in I ')7 1. (;rove fo llowed soon after. 
Then the new Union High S.:hool went up , and almos t 
1mmedwte ly a nor her classroom bui ld ing was added at the rea r. 
Boevers, the stadium. Roy Cla~k Elementary, the hig h school 
gym and rhe p resent construct ion Sites at Peters and the high 
school music complex fo llowed. 

As fast as classrooms have go ne up over the past eigh t yea rs, 

students have fi lled them. Before they' re fi nished, they're 
overcrowded. At times ad minist rators have seriously looked 
~or empty warehouses, or fo r church space that could be used, 
10 case classroo ms couldn't be fi nis hed in time. Media centers 
in the schools, meant to be used as libraries, have been put to 
use w1th as many as four classes opera ting in them at one time. 

Caferorium space has also been put to use. From time to time 
libraries, phys ica l educa tion classes, mus ic classes art classes 
and science fairs have taken adva ntage of the spac~, according 
to the need at the time. 

Pre-fabs are in ev idence at severa l schools and have become 
semi-permanent fi xtures at Briarglen, bur pre-fabs have not 
proved to be economica lly sound. The cos t of moving a pre- fab 
nea rly equals ~he ? riginal ~urch ase pr ice if bought used fro m 
th e .~ul s_a di s tn ct. Add it iO nal cos ts in plumbing , ai r 
c~ nd ltlonmg, hea tmg and ins tallation pushes the price even 
highe r. At bes t the p.re-fab is a temporary solutio n. At worst it 
becomes a perma nent fi xture. 

Phase II at Peters_ Elementary wo n't be a permanent 
so lu r_w n. N ew grow th In the southwest part of the dis trict wi ll 
requ ire another elementary school in that area shortly. Growth 
at the seconda ~y leve l was 17 percent th is yea r, compared to a 
seven pe.rcen t 1ncrease at the e lementary level. Plans for a new 
JU niOr h1gh school are on the drawing board to take ca re of 
those students. As long as southeas t Tulsa grows, Union will 
need to contmue to build space for the kids. 

September, 1978 

District Valuation 
Climbs Dramatically 

The net assessed valuation of all real 
property in the Union School D istrict 
~ent up another $10 million this year , 
ac~rding to figures released by Tulsa 
C unty T ax Assessor Wilson Glass. 

s seen by figures represented on 
the graph to the right, the tremendous 
boost of p roperty value in the district 
has kept p ace with the rise in new 
students co ming into the d is t ri ct. 
Without the rise in property valuation 
the new construction to house all those 

. new students would not have been 
poss ible . 

According to Oklahom a state law a 
school dis trict may vote bonds to a 
maximum of 10 percent of the net 
assessed valuation of the dis tr ict. Each 
year, as some of the bonds from past 
elections are paid off, and as the 
valuation continues to climb, res idents 
are given an opportuni ty to vote more 
bonds to bring the figure back to the 
maximum. Districts with no growth 
like the Tulsa jdis trict ,no ! longer .need 
to vote bonds for new construction. 

Union is one of the three fas test 
growing districts in the state, but 
un l ike m os t othe r fas t-grow in g 
dis tricts Union has been in the lucky 
circu m s tance o f bei ng in a fas t
growing industrial area. New bus iness 
and industry has been instrumental in 
the high net assessed valuation, and 
has relieved the homeowners of a large 
share of school taxes. Few industries in 
the Union Distric t are tax-free trusts . 
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Tax Rates Hinge on Next Years Valuation 
:e-stimates of how much any bond issue will increase 

homeowners ' taxes are at bes t educated guesses. Any tax 
increase wi ll depend on the to tal assessed va luation of the 
school district next year, and won' t go on the tax rolls unt il 
after valuation figures are announced by County Tax Assessor 
Wilson Glass next July. 

Much depends on what goes on the tax rolls between now 
and then. Casual observers may expect a new business, 
industry, or shopping center to go onto the rolls at full assessed 
value as soon as construction is completed. Frequently, due to 
other factors, this is not so, and the delay in assessing a 
business at full value will cause p rojections to be far off the 
actual amount set by the assesso rs office. 

This year the total assessed valuation of the Union distric t is 
over $85 million, up $10 million fro m last year. The huge 
increases normally experienced by the distr ict in recent years 
are seen in the graph, above. Few other school distr icts in 
Oklahoma have been lucky enough to make such gains. These 
increases are due p rincipally to industry such as Ford Glass 
Plant, and businesses such as Woodland H ills Mall and 
Met ropolitan Life. The many small businesses in the district 
also add up to a large contribution. 

Should the assessed valuation go up as much as $20 million 
next summer, homeowners will feel very little increase in ad 

valorum taxes. If, on the other hand, the increase is under $10 
' mill ion, the ind ividual could find taxes up as much as $3 7.95 a 
year, or $3. 16 a month for a home with a full rea l estate 
appraised value of $40,000. The liklihood is somewhere in 
between the lit tle or no increase and the $3.16 a month . 

Tax increase es timates are normally set h igh by school 
fi n a n ce co n s ult an t s . Bo th co ns ult a nt s a nd schoo l 
administra tors p refer to es timate high and have the fina l 
figures come in low for a happy endi ng for homeow ners. 

'Freedom to Readom' Planned 
More emphasis on reading will be given Briarg len students 

th is year as they are introd uced to "Freedom to Readom," 
according to Principal John Scroggins. 

"Plans are be ing made for the teacher to take time out each 
day to read aloud to their students. The libra ri an wi ll be 
assis ting us in selections of good read aloud books for 
children," he said. "We fee l such a p rog ram wi ll help stimulate 
the desire to read on the part of the stude nts. 

"If nothi ng else, we will bu ild be tter listeners! To blast off 
our reading program, our libra ry has a new home - a pre-fab 
all its own!" 
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District Enrollment 
Hits New High 

Over 5,000 students entered Union 
schools this fall and schools continue 
to enroll new students every day. T he 
figures given are always a "warm 
body" count unless indica ted other
wise. T hat is , the figures represent the 
number of students actually in the 
classroom on a given day. 

The nu mber of students enrolled 
will always be a higher figure, but is 
seldom used because state funding is 
based on "warm bodies" or average 
dai ly attendance (ADA) . Ironically, 
wh ile schools are given money for 
ADA, they mus t p rovide textbooks , 
cl assrooms, teachers a nd se rv ices 
for every student enrolled, whether 
they attend or not. The d;Jference 
comes out of local funds . 

Wh ate ve r the figures, ADA or 
enrollment , Unio n classroo ms are 
crowded. Some e lementary classrooms 
have as many as 35 students. W hile 
sta te laws reco mmend lower class 
sizes, there is not place to house addi
tional classes needed in order to lower 
those class sizes. The law does· state, 
however, that when residents of a 
school distr ict have done all they can 
by voting the maximum amount of 
school 'lev ies, the lower class sizes do 
not apply. 
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Unr il I 97 1 the Unio n School District cons isted of one school 

buildi ng housi ng g rades K- 12. T he original build ing at that 
location . now a part of Union Jun ior High, was built in 192 1 
when the district was firs t formed. 

Fou r mm munit ies for med wha t was then the larges t 
conso lidated d1srnn 1n the state . Bo les , McCo llough, Mayo and 
Alsuma have al l hur disappeared wi th the adva nce ment of 
Tulsa 's suburban hous ing acldirio ns and indus tr ia l complexes, 
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ll)7(J's in rhe fo rm of the Union Schoo l Distrin li ves on. 

T he origina l school dis trin was much large r th an the 
presenr area . Pieces ex tending to .'> 1st and Y.tle were annexed 
<tway by the T ul sa School District du ri ng the 1950's as the 
Tu ls;t suburbs grew into rhose areas. As the annexa tion 
stopped <llld rhc new hous ing addit ions bega n appear ing in 
Un1 on, a gym nas iu m. two classroo m wings and a cafe tor ium 
were bu dr ro s_upplement the o rig ina l build ing. 

As rhc 1970 s approached , rhe schoo l boa rd could see those 
meas ures wou ldn 't take ca re of the enormo us growth to the 
north . Bn ;trg len was bui lt in I ')7 1. (;rove fo llowed soon after. 
Then the new Union High S.:hool went up , and almos t 
1mmedwte ly a nor her classroom bui ld ing was added at the rea r. 
Boevers, the stadium. Roy Cla~k Elementary, the hig h school 
gym and rhe p resent construct ion Sites at Peters and the high 
school music complex fo llowed. 

As fast as classrooms have go ne up over the past eigh t yea rs, 

students have fi lled them. Before they' re fi nished, they're 
overcrowded. At times ad minist rators have seriously looked 
~or empty warehouses, or fo r church space that could be used, 
10 case classroo ms couldn't be fi nis hed in time. Media centers 
in the schools, meant to be used as libraries, have been put to 
use w1th as many as four classes opera ting in them at one time. 

Caferorium space has also been put to use. From time to time 
libraries, phys ica l educa tion classes, mus ic classes art classes 
and science fairs have taken adva ntage of the spac~, according 
to the need at the time. 

Pre-fabs are in ev idence at severa l schools and have become 
semi-permanent fi xtures at Briarglen, bur pre-fabs have not 
proved to be economica lly sound. The cos t of moving a pre- fab 
nea rly equals ~he ? riginal ~urch ase pr ice if bought used fro m 
th e .~ul s_a di s tn ct. Add it iO nal cos ts in plumbing , ai r 
c~ nd ltlonmg, hea tmg and ins tallation pushes the price even 
highe r. At bes t the p.re-fab is a temporary solutio n. At worst it 
becomes a perma nent fi xture. 

Phase II at Peters_ Elementary wo n't be a permanent 
so lu r_w n. N ew grow th In the southwest part of the dis trict wi ll 
requ ire another elementary school in that area shortly. Growth 
at the seconda ~y leve l was 17 percent th is yea r, compared to a 
seven pe.rcen t 1ncrease at the e lementary level. Plans for a new 
JU niOr h1gh school are on the drawing board to take ca re of 
those students. As long as southeas t Tulsa grows, Union will 
need to contmue to build space for the kids. 
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The net assessed valuation of all real 
property in the Union School D istrict 
~ent up another $10 million this year , 
ac~rding to figures released by Tulsa 
C unty T ax Assessor Wilson Glass. 

s seen by figures represented on 
the graph to the right, the tremendous 
boost of p roperty value in the district 
has kept p ace with the rise in new 
students co ming into the d is t ri ct. 
Without the rise in property valuation 
the new construction to house all those 

. new students would not have been 
poss ible . 

According to Oklahom a state law a 
school dis trict may vote bonds to a 
maximum of 10 percent of the net 
assessed valuation of the dis tr ict. Each 
year, as some of the bonds from past 
elections are paid off, and as the 
valuation continues to climb, res idents 
are given an opportuni ty to vote more 
bonds to bring the figure back to the 
maximum. Districts with no growth 
like the Tulsa jdis trict ,no ! longer .need 
to vote bonds for new construction. 

Union is one of the three fas test 
growing districts in the state, but 
u n l ike m os t othe r fas t-grow in g 
dis tricts Union has been in the lucky 
circu m s tance o f bei ng in a fas t
growing industrial area. New bus iness 
and industry has been instrumental in 
the high net assessed valuation, and 
has relieved the homeowners of a large 
share of school taxes. Few industries in 
the Union Distric t are tax-free trusts . 
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Tax Rates Hinge on Next Years Valuation 
:e-stimates of how much any bond issue will increase 

homeowners ' taxes are at bes t educated guesses. Any tax 
increase wi ll depend on the to tal assessed va luation of the 
school district next year, and won' t go on the tax rolls unt il 
after valuation figures are announced by County Tax Assessor 
Wilson Glass next July. 

Much depends on what goes on the tax rolls between now 
and then. Casual observers may expect a new business, 
industry, or shopping center to go onto the rolls at full assessed 
value as soon as construction is completed. Frequently, due to 
other factors, this is not so, and the delay in assessing a 
business at full value will cause p rojections to be far off the 
actual amount set by the assesso rs office. 

This year the total assessed valuation of the Union distric t is 
over $85 million, up $10 million fro m last year. The huge 
increases normally experienced by the distr ict in recent years 
are seen in the graph, above. Few other school distr icts in 
Oklahoma have been lucky enough to make such gains. These 
increases are due p rincipally to industry such as Ford Glass 
Plant, and businesses such as Woodland H ills Mall and 
Met ropolitan Life. The many small businesses in the district 
also add up to a large contribution. 

Should the assessed valuation go up as much as $20 million 
next summer, homeowners will feel very little increase in ad 

valorum taxes. If, on the other hand, the increase is under $10 
' mill ion, the ind ividual could find taxes up as much as $3 7.95 a 
year, or $3. 16 a month for a home with a full rea l estate 
appraised value of $40,000. The liklihood is somewhere in 
between the lit tle or no increase and the $3.16 a month . 

Tax increase es timates are normally set h igh by school 
fi n a n ce co n s ult an t s . Bo th co ns ult a nt s a nd schoo l 
administra tors p refer to es timate high and have the fina l 
figures come in low for a happy endi ng for homeow ners. 

'Freedom to Readom' Planned 
More emphasis on reading will be given Briarg len students 

th is year as they are introd uced to "Freedom to Readom," 
according to Principal John Scroggins. 

"Plans are be ing made for the teacher to take time out each 
day to read aloud to their students. The libra ri an wi ll be 
assis ting us in selections of good read aloud books for 
children," he said. "We fee l such a p rog ram wi ll help stimulate 
the desire to read on the part of the stude nts. 

"If nothi ng else, we will bu ild be tter listeners! To blast off 
our reading program, our libra ry has a new home - a pre-fab 
all its own!" 
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From the Superintendent's Desk! 

Year Starts Smoothly as Planning Continues 
The 1978-79 school year has 

begun in very fine fashion. We 
have quite a number of new 
students to our system. Our 
enrollment at Tom Peters 
Elementary was a little more 
than ex pected and had a 
crowded 4th grade, but we have 
added another teacher and now 
the class size is workable. 

The new building for Peters 
hopefully will be ready in 
February or March of 1979. 
The bond issue scheduled for 
September 26 will allow Phase 

II to immediately begin when we receive the money, which 
generally is December I. If we can have some good luck, 
Phase II could possibly be ready by September, 1979. 

T he music facility at the high school is at least 60-75 days 
behind schedule at this point. Most of the outside walls are 
finished and the structural steel is in place. The roof should 
be in place within two weeks, so that fall weather should not 
interfere with its completion. The band and vocal groups are 
now using the gym lobby for their rehearsals. 

THE OPEN DDrn 
Q. What steps is the school district taking to keep down 
taxes and cut costs? 
A. Probably utility costs have risen faster than any other 
ex pend iture during the last two years. We have just recently 
completed an energy study and as a result will be making some 
recommendations to our board of education to install some 
energy-saving devices. These devices will be controls to make 
wise use of the heating and cooling cycles. 

Transportation costs are also rising due to several reasons . 
Among them , of course, is the rising ·cost of fuel and 
replaccment of vehicles. The state department of education 
only re imburses rr,tnsportation of students living more than I
I / 2 miles from school Also there is_.... no reimbursement on 
t ransportation of kindergarten students at noon. We are 
taking a strong look at providing transportation in the near 
future only to thc students who live 1-1 / 2 miles from school 
and climin<tting the noon kindergarten run . Because of the 
requirl'!ncnts of PLtJ·i-l ·i2, or the education of the 
han ll iupped. wc will bc required to provide more 
tr<ulS l'o rr:ttion for rhc handicapped and will h<tve m limit 
sen · ices to ;tre<tS th <tt are now within the 1-1 ( 2 mile limit. 

As far as taxes are concerned, the tax rate does not change 
a great deal hut the actual taxes paid docs increase because of 
the increasing value of the property owned. We have not 
vorcd any new taxes for the district. The sinking fund, used 
to pay off bonds, will vary from year to year depending on 
the amount of outstanding bonds. It wsts S I ,200- S I ,500 per 
ye<tr for each student th<tt attends Union Schools, public 
educ ttion is sr i II a good buy for your tax dollar. 

Q. I'm confused about which tax goes to the schools. Is it 
the personal property tax, or the real estate tax that is 
incl;Jded in the amount I pay as a part of my home loan 
payment? Do the schools have any other sources of income? 
A. Bm h real estate and personal property taxes are actually ad 
va lon: m taxes. This means they are "according to value" . The 
school distri ct receives the proceeds which are dedicated to the 
schools. The following levies are applied ro the value of the 
property owned. 

The eight classroom addition to Roy Clark should be 
finished by October 1. We have had difficulty in receiving 
the unit ventilators for the heating and air conditioning. 

Carpet cannot be installed until these ventilators are in 
place. The ventilators are to be shipped September 21, so 
they should be on the job and ready for installation the last 
week of September. 

We continually update our information as to growth in 
student population for the district and attempt to 
incorporate both short range and long range goals into our 
overall program. 1 have made a suggestion to the board that 
as part of our long-range plans we use the present junior 
high site as an administrative center. 

In my opinion, we will need a new junior high school in 
the northern part of the district within three years and plan 
for a junior high school in the southern portion of the 
district sometime later in the future. Minimum 
requirements for a junior high school have been established 
as 20 acres. The present junior high site has only about 7 1/2-
8 acres is not suitable. The present site could be used as an 
overflow on elementary and also used for special education 
until such time it can be used as an administrative center. 

We urge your participation on September 26 in your bond 
election. 

(I) 
(2) 
(3) 

(4) 

LEVY 
15 mills 
10 mills 
5 mills 

5 mills 

AUTHORITY 
State Constitution approved 

Local Support- approved by voters each year 
Emergency levy - approved by voters 

each year 
Building levy - approved by voters 

each year. 
The proceeds of these levies are received into the general 

fund of the district. This constitutes the amount of local 
revenue received by the district. There are several sources of 
county levies, part of which goes to the schools on an 
attendance basis and some state monies that are distributed on 
an attendance basis . Local revenue makes up less than 1/2 and 
nearer 1/3 of the total revenue received by the district. 
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Vote Set for New School Construction 
Five hundred more came this year. At least that many more 

are projected to come next year. And the year after. And the 
year after. 

Calendar of Events 
Sept. Briarglen PTA Candy 
14-24 Sale 
Sept. 18 Grove PTA Meeting 7:30pm GrC 
Sept. 18 Peters PTA Meeting 7:30pm Pee 
Sept. 18 Grove Korfball Grades 5 & 6 1:45-2: l5pm CirC 
Sept. 20 Boevers School Pictures 
Sept. 26 Briarglen PTA Meeting 7:00pm GrC 

Sept. 28 Junior High Back to School 7:00-9:00pm JHC 
School Dance 

Oct. 2 District Board 7:00pm JHC 
Meeting 

Oct. 3 Grove Open House Grades K-6 7:00-9:00pm GrC 
Oct. 3 Briarglen PTA Skating 4:00-6:00pm 

Oct. 5 Grove Back to School 7:00-9:00pm GrC 
Night Grades 4-6 

Oct. 6 No School Fair Day 
Oct. 10 Boevers PTA Meeting 7:30pm 
Oct. 11 All Schools National Food Day 
Oct. II Ad. Center PTA Council Meetmg 9:30am AdC 
Oct. 12- No School OEA Meeting 
13 
Oct. 13 Briar glen Fun Night 6:00- 9:00pm 
Oct. 16 Peters Back to School 

Night Grades K-6 
Oct. 19 Junior Open House 7:00pm JHC 

High School PTA Meeting 

According to metropolitan planning engmeers the Haike 
Creek watershed area has just begun to grow, and a slowdown 
in urbanization of the Union area is not expected in the 
immediate future. 

Each year, playing catch-up with the needs of students 
caught in increasingly crowded classrooms, Union residents 
have voted the maximum amount of school bonds for new 
construction. An9' more students keep coming. 

September 26 district residents will go to the polls again, 
this time to vote on a $1.8 million bond issue for Phase II of 
Tom Peters Elementary School. Remaining funds will go for 
purchase of a new elementary school site in the southwestern 
portion of the district, a major growth area where children 
must be bused to Grove Elementary, about four miles away; for 
streets and sewer at the new site; Phase I of a bus garage and 
equipment for repair and maintenance of school buses; a 
physical education gym at one of the elementaries currently 
functioning without such a facility; and a vocational education 
print shop. 

Architectual fees and contingencies, and bond issue expense 
(such as advertising of the sale of bonds and the taking of 
construction bids as required by law) will also be paid out of the 
proceeds. 

Should the construction bids come in lower than anticipat~d, 
other projects will be initiated. Bids cannot be taken until about 
60 days after the election, again due to state law, and inflation 
and the construction market can play havoc with architects and 
engineers' estimates on the price of each project during that 
length of time. 

Seco'nd priority projects include land purchase for a bus 
garage, a sound system for the high school music compl_ex, 
landscaping at Clark and Peters Elementary, a floor coven~g 
for the lobby of the high school gym, and Phase I of radio 
communications. 

(For related information see page 4-5) . 
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REDSKIN TALK 

Fall Sport Participation Up This Year 
by 

Gil Cloud 
Director of Athletics 

School is underway and so is the athletic season for this year. 
Our fall sports include football (grades 7-12), boys and girls 
cross-country, gymnastics and girls softbo.l.l.. 

Coach Emerson, our Head Football Coach, is looking to 
weekly improvement from the varsity. He is very encouraged 
by the performance of the Junior High teams in their first 
outing at Owasso. We currently have 235 students that are out 
for our various teams. This is up from the 180 we had out last 
season. 

Coach Don Jones (Softball coach) has a young team this year 
but up to September 9th had posted a 6-3 record. As the girls 
play two to three games a week plus the tournaments, he is 
hopeful they will improve by the time the regional tournament 
is played. 

Coach Jim Bradshaw has a large number of boys and girls out 
for cross-country this fall. Their first competition was 
September 16th. Coach Bradshaw feels by starting the season a 

This one issue of the Communicator is being delivered to 
every home in the Union District. If you are not on the regular 
mailing list and would like to be included, please call the 
Community Relations Office at 664-9400. 
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little later, the boys and girls will peak at the right time. The 
season extends until November lOth with the state meet. Girls 
are looking for a third state championship in as many years . 

Coach Deanna Jones will be working with the gymnastics 
team this year. Scheduling is not complete at this date as the 
season extends the entire school year. This year gymnastic has 
been scheduled after school so that facilities can be cleared and 
available for the team to work. 

COMMENT: 
I would like to congratulate Mr.Jim Owen, President of the 

Union Booster Club, for the start the club has made this year. 
The Club has an enthusiastic membership which includes 

grades seven through twelve and helps promote athletics at all 
levels and for all -sports. 

Join the Booster Club and Suppo.rt Union Athletics! 

Cause fo r Pride 

Union pride took another leap this 
summer w hen Rainy Mendoza, Union 
Junior High Counselor, completed her 
Doctorate of Philosophy in Counseling 
Psychology from the Pacific States 
University. Dr. Mendoza , shown 
left with Brenda Simmons, a 7th 
grader, began her studies at the Lon
don ca mpus of the university where 
she studied with psychologists from 
England and continental Europe as 
well as the United States. She was able 
to study at Tavistock Institute in 
London where Freud did his work and 
where she worked with some of the 
world's best known psychologists. She 
completed her work this past summer 
at the Los Angeles campus this sum
mer, where she was able to study with 
another group of noted psychologists . 


