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We are excited to announce that starting fall 2019, Throckmorton Collegiate ISD, as part 
of our EduNation partnership with Roscoe and Hamlin ISDs, will begin our Montessori model of 
instruction for our Early Childhood. Because the “Montessori Method is an approach to learning 
which emphasizes active learning, independence, cooperation, and learning in harmony with 
each child’s unique pace of development”, we believe the students who are taught with the 
Montessori method will be better prepared for future learning and more successful in the 
collegiate environment. 

Beginning this fall, 4 and 5 year olds will be enrolled in Montessori based classroom. We 
will also be opening this up to 3 year olds on a tuition basis. Our Montessori classroom will be 
made up of 3, 4, and 5 year olds in the same classroom. The program will be full day from 
8:00-3:45. Family income will not prevent a student from enrolling in Throckmorton Collegiate 
ISD’s Montessori classroom. We want ALL 4 and 5 year olds to participate and we will take any 
3 year olds on a tuition basis.  

Throughout the 2019-2020 school year, we will evaluate our implementation process 
and work to make improvements moving forward. We appreciate your continued support and 
ask for some grace as we keep this “rocketship” we launched last year in outer space. 
Superintendent Dr. Michelle Cline says, “The education system we are currently under is 
outdated and does not serve the purpose it was meant for. It was meant for students to get a 
high school diploma and learn to work in a factory setting. That is simply NOT the world we live 
in anymore and it is time to change a system that’s been in place since 1635. We have decided 
to not think outside the box but throw away the box and do what is best for kids by providing 
individualized instruction for EACH child.”  
 
Maria Montessori stated, “Education is a natural process carried out by the child and is not 
acquired by listening to words but by experiences in the environment.” 
 
There will be an informational meeting at 6 pm on Monday, May 20, 2019 in the high school 
auditorium. 
 
Additional links: 
https://www.dailymontessori.com/montessori-theory/ 
https://amshq.org/families 
Video inside a Montessori classroom: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9xohHVBQpMg 
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Q: What is Montessori? 
A: Montessori places an emphasis on your child’s holistic development, seeing it as the key to 
her becoming a capable individual who will find internal fulfillment, professional productivity, and 
human connection throughout her life. 
When you send your child to Montessori, you are helping to nurture his academic curiosity as 

well as responsibility; establish a steady moral compass; and encourage social-emotional 

intelligence that allows him to connect happily and productively with others. 

 
 
Q: Why are we changing to Montessori? 
A: Montessori aligns with our district learner profile, which includes life-long learning, 
responsible citizens, effective communicators, and college and career ready. Montessori 
prepares students for all of those things. The Montessori Method has been practiced in 
classrooms around the world for more than 100 years. It is trusted to provide children the caring 
assistance that helps them grow into adults who are self-motivated and love learning, think 
flexibly and creatively, are conscious of the needs of others, and actively foster harmony as they 
go through life. The Montessori environment offers intentional lessons in grace and 
courtesy—modeling appropriate, respectful manners that are demonstrated by teachers and 
practiced in small groups. 
From the simple, loving interactions, and through lessons in practical skills and independence, 

Montessori students learn to take care of themselves and their environment and to be helpful to 

others. They wash tables, organize shelves, prepare their own meals, and assist younger 

children. In addition to mastering real-life skills, they come to see themselves as valued 

members of the community. 

Additional academic rigor and an emphasis on group work in Elementary classes promote 

collaboration and community. And the complex, outward-facing activities such as service 

learning projects undertaken by adolescents in Secondary classrooms help students become 

empathetic, peaceful, resourceful, independent, and kind. 
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The entire cycle of Montessori education nurtures responsible, independent, and capable 

people who are active citizens in their classrooms and beyond. 

Montessori learners recognize themselves as part of multiple communities—the community of 

the classroom, the community of the family, and the community of the wider world. 

Montessori is for life. 

 
 
 
Q: Why are ages 3-5 in the same classroom? 
A: The Montessori Method nurtures order, coordination, concentration, and independence in 
children from the moment they enter the classroom. Classroom design, materials, and daily 
routines support the student’s emerging self-regulation—the ability to educate oneself, and to 
think about what one is learning—from toddlers through adolescents. The sequence of 
Montessori lessons aligns well, and in many cases exceeds, state learning standards, ensuring 
that children are introduced to complex learning concepts through hands-on experiences that 
leads to deep understanding. 
The Montessori curriculum is intentionally grouped into 3-year cycles, rather than broken out 

into year-by-year expectations for student learning. This respects the fact that children develop 

and master academic topics at different speeds, and that in reality, children often work in 

particular content areas in spurts. The teacher supports the child’s growth through all areas of 

the curriculum to ensure that he or she is exposed to the full sequence of lessons in each area 

and to provide support and new challenge as needed. 

Also it gives students a sense of self. A Montessori class is composed of students whose ages 
typically span 3 years. Ideally, students stay with the class, and teacher, for the entire cycle, 
forging a stable community and meaningful bonds. 
It is common to see students of different ages working together. Older students enjoy mentoring 

their younger classmates—sometimes the best teacher is someone who has recently mastered 

the task at hand. Younger students look up to their big “brothers” and “sisters,” and get a 

preview of the alluring work to come. 

As children mature in the Montessori classroom over the 3-year period, they understand that 

they are a part of a community where everyone has their own individual needs, but also 

contributes to the community. Children exercise independence, but are also given opportunities 

to work with their peers and to support others when they are in need. 
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Developing independence and pursuing one’s own interests in the context of a caring 

community fosters a strong sense of self in each student, and encourages pride in one’s own a 

unique individuality.  

Dr. Maria Montessori, the Italian pediatrician and visionary educator who founded the Method, 

believed that when children are given the freedom to choose their own learning activities a 

self-confident, inquisitive, creative child emerges. As it turns out, this approach, which is over 

100 years old, is exactly what parents are looking for today. 

 
 
Q: What is the tuition price? 
A: Most tuition prices range from $1100-$1400 a month for ages 3-6. We will be offering this to 
your child FREE of charge for ages 4-5 and at a small tuition price for age 3. This price will be 
determined tomorrow by our board of trustees. 
 
Q: What are the benefits to Montessori? 
A: The entire cycle of Montessori education nurtures responsible, independent, and capable 
people who are active citizens in their classrooms and beyond. 
Montessori learners recognize themselves as part of multiple communities—the community of 
the classroom, the community of the family, and the community of the wider world. 
Montessori is for life. 
 
Q: What is different about the classroom compared to traditional instruction? 
A: A Montessori classroom is thoughtfully designed to offer children opportunities to develop 
their own capabilities, whether it is learning how to dress themselves independently, multiply a 
multi-digit equation, communicate their needs effectively, or problem solve with others. Each 
classroom is filled with developmentally appropriate activities that encourage children to interact 
with specific learning materials, as well as to work cooperatively with others. 
The classroom is intentionally prepared with only one of each activity. Students are free to 
choose the activity they wish to work with, so they learn to make choices based on what they 
are interested in and what is available. While some children will naturally choose to work with 
others, often the youngest students focus on solo activities. As children mature, the curriculum 
intentionally provides small group instruction and collaborative activities. The combination of 
independent, partner, small-group, and whole-group lessons and activities introduces children to 
different learning relationships and interpersonal dynamics—valuable skills for their interactions 
outside the classroom! 
Allowing children to make their own choices based on internal motivation rather than adult 
direction sets a strong foundation for developing capable children. 
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You will also see a classroom with a natural look, full of only Earth tones. The materials will be 
colorful in order to draw attention to the tasks, or jobs, at hand and promote natural curiosity that 
children are born with. 
 
 
Q: What do teachers do in a Montessori classroom? 
A: In a child-centered classroom where learning activities are presented individually to children, 
students progress at their own pace. They are given opportunities to practice, review, or move 
forward based on their own interests and capabilities. They take charge of their own learning 
and become accountable for their own knowledge. 
In a Montessori classroom, teachers assess students on a daily basis, using their observations 
of each child’s interactions in the environment and with peers.  They use their knowledge of 
child development and academic outcomes to prepare an environment that is simultaneously 
stimulating and academically, physically, socially, and emotionally accessible. They develop an 
individualized learning plan for each child, based on his or her unique interests and abilities. The 
teachers provide environments where students have the freedom and the tools to pursue 
answers to their own questions and learn how to seek out new knowledge themselves. 
Self-correction and self-assessment are an integral part of the Montessori classroom approach. 
As they mature, students learn to look critically at their work, and become adept at recognizing, 
correcting, and learning from their errors. 
 
Q: How big are the classrooms?  
A: A typical Montessori classroom suggest 40 sq ft per child so in a classroom of 20, the 
recommended size is 800 sq ft. Our rooms are designed to accommodate this style of teaching. 
 
Q: How many teachers will be in the room? 
A: At all times, there will be a teacher and a paraprofessional in the room. The ratio would be 
2:20 
 
Q: Will this substitute for Kindergarten? 
A: This will be a child’s class for PreK and Kinder so it will be their kindergarten. All of the Texas 
state standards for Kindergarten are in the Montessori curriculum. In fact, the Montessori 
curriculum is much more complex in that it involves cursive handwriting and a big emphasis on 
World Geography and culture. 
 
Q: Will a child enter 1st grade after this? 
A: We will look to transition the next year for 1st-3rd graders. Students would be mixed with 
children who are 1st, 2nd and 3rd gr. 
 
Q: How many “centers” are available at all times? 
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A: As far as number of centers, there are numerous ones open and a child can only work at that 
"job" if the teacher has gone over the lesson with that child. That is done in groups of 1-2 
students. Once the teacher has taught it, then they go to their work area and choose based on 
their skill set. There will be stations for math, science, Geography, real life, art, reading, and 
phonics (in which they begin learning cursive letters at age 3-that blows me away watching 3 
year olds write and read cursive!) 
 
 
Q: How does this work with STAAR testing in later grades? 
At TCISD our mission is not to prepare students to be test takers, yet prepare them for society. This 
includes being researchers, developers, communicators, collaborators, deep thinkers, all in a hands on 
environment. Montessori instruction does just that. All schools that have gone Montessori, as a result, 
have seen higher test scores. Students taught the Montessori way learn to think and analyze so they are 
able to solve problems, even if on a standardized test. Curriculum will all be MACTE certified and we 
have aligned everything to the state standards, or the TEKS. All requirements will be met. 
 
Q: What kind of training will the teachers have? 
Our teachers will be trained by a MACTE certified instructor and receive all curriculum and lesson plans 
that are MACTE certified. Teacher training and support will be vital to Montessori and that is our plan! 
That is another reason we are starting only with ages 3-5 so we can not hurry this training and way of 
teaching. 
 
Q: Seems like this is a daycare. How is this different than a daycare? 
A: it does seem like a daycare at first glance! You are right. Once we get going and established this next 
year we would love for parents to take a tour. You will see teachers teaching very individualized lessons 
to 1-2 students at a time while the others are assisted by the paraprofessional in the room. They will be 
working on phonics, cursive writing, reading, science, geography, art, and the natural environment. 
Because they are fully engaged during this 3 hour work time, discipline is not an issue. Children are 
naturally curious and Montessori materials were built to peak curiosity at all times. I was amazed myself 
to see 3 year olds reading and writing in cursive along with having a deep understanding of place value! 
All the way to the thousands and as a former high school math teacher, that gave me chill bumps! 
 
Q: Who has gone through the Montessori style of learning that is successful today?  
A: Montessori promotes learning styles that foster creativity, personal responsibility and 
collaboration—traits that are highly valued in today’s work world. It’s worth noting that the founders of 
Google and Amazon attended Montessori schools and have attributed their success in part to the learning 
environment that Montessori provides. Other Montessori grads include Julia Child, Jimmy Wales (founder 
of Wikipedia), and video game pioneer Will Wright. All had in common a creative approach to problems 
and a willingness to fail in order to succeed. All were trailblazers.  
 
 
Q: My child has ADD, or attention deficit disorder. Won’t he or she be too distracted by 
roaming around the room? 
A: Some kids with ADHD are circling their classroom because they have a strong need to move, 
not just “wander aimlessly.” They may be learning as they move. There’s no question that being 
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inattentive and/or hyperactive may mean you can’t sit for a long time and focus in any kind of 
classroom!” Teachers adjust by offering students more frequent breaks to leave the room for a 
drink, visit the restroom, receive “intermediate feedback,” or maybe walk to another teacher’s 
room to complete a task. 
Montessori kids aren’t expected to sit at desks all day, and built-in movement in the Montessori 
classroom can be a great benefit for children with ADHD, as they can lie on the rug for some 
activities or stand at tables for others, and walk back and forth gathering and returning their 
materials. 

Barbara Luborsky, a pediatric occupational therapist who writes for the North American 
Montessori Teachers’ Association, reminds us that this is intentional for all children because 
Maria Montessori felt “concepts must first be experienced concretely in the body. [Montessori] 
incorporated manipulation of materials into her work for this reason. Current neuroscience 
research supports the movement-learning link.” Luborsky also writes that “Recent research 
found that individuals with ADHD need to move to maintain alertness. The more they move, the 
better they perform.” 

Montessori instruction recognizes students with ADHD or ADD need different work. These 
activities are called “specific works”, which can be centering for kids that have these diagnoses. 
I would like to note often times ADHD is misdiagnosed when in fact a child may need assistance 
with their gross body motor skills. Maria Montessori recognized this in her instruction and 
referred to it as “centering.” Classic Montessori works where students build concentration, 
coordination of movements, and body awareness can be fantastic tools for these students, as 
the work can be modified to include carrying something heavy. Teachers will work in gross body 
motor lab skills like  wall push ups or mini trampolines, both activities children can use in a 
Montessori classroom without really distracting other students or standing out from the typical 
work cycle. Even classic Montessori works like the Pink Tower are great because students are 
walking back and forth gathering the cubes one by one, carrying something heavy as they stack 
the blocks in size order. To read more on gross body motor skills and activities such as “heavy 
work” to help assist children with ADD or ADHD, you can visit 
http://www.readybodies.com/key-concepts/. 

 

Q: How do students in Montessori compare to students in non-Montessori, especially for 
rural schools? 

A: Because of the lack of availability of Montessori in rural education due to cost factor barriers 
in rural schools, there are few studies. However, a study last year done by the Furman 
University showed students in rural schools taught in Montessori schools fared better on 
standardized tests, and various emotional and social metrics. Also a 3 year longitudinal study 
done by Frontiers in Psychology showed that the Montessori group ages 3-6 had a much 
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steeper growth in academic achievement, theory of mind (social cognition), mastery orientation 
(choosing harder tasks and feeling confident and successful), and school enjoyment.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 


