
 20-21 BISBEE HIGH SYLLABUS  

 
COURSE NAME: BIOLOGY TEACHER: MRS. PIERCE 
PHONE #: 520-432-5714 E-MAIL ADDRESS: lpierce@busd.k12.az.us  

(preferred method of contact) 
 
Mrs. Pierce is available before school Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 7:30-8:00 and after school Monday-Thursday from 4-5. 

Please let me know ahead of time if you plan to come to see me before or after school so I can plan appropriately. 

Period Course Time 

1st Period Honors Biology 8:15-9:07 

Improvement  9:07-9:30 

2nd Period Planning 9:45-10:40 

3rd Period Integrated Science 10:44-11:36 

4th Period Biology 11:40-12:32 

Lunch  12:32-1:02 

5th Period Biology 1:06-1:58 

6th Period Integrated Science 2:02-2:54 

7th Period Biology 2:58-3:50 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Biology is a freshman/sophomore-level, introductory course. Lectures, student-centered discussions, projects, 
computer software, and lab activities will be used extensively. This course follows a scaffolded approach as 
concepts are built from the chemical basics of biology up to organisms and ecological studies. 
 
All students will gain the knowledge to prepare them for further science education or at a minimum, the 
scientific literacy to make educated decisions in society today. 
 

First Semester Topics Second Semester Topics 

Biochemistry 
Cell Structure and Function 
Cell Energy 
Cell Division 
Genetics & Heredity 

DNA & Protein Synthesis 
Evolution 
Ecology 
Classification/Taxonomy 
End-Of-Year Review 

 
There will be an End-Of-Course Biology Test required by the state of Arizona and a benchmark exam at the end 
of each quarter. 
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CLASS EXPECTATIONS 
● You are logging into Google Classroom every day. (www.classroom.google.com) 

○ There will be specific times students will need to log on for a “Live Lesson” in class. Students 
will be given notice ahead of time for these lessons and it is expected that they attend. It is best 
practice to log-in at the beginning of each class period for teacher instruction on what you will 
do that day and then you may choose to stay online to complete assignments or sign off to 
complete your work individually. Students are required to spend 30 minutes per class period 
online each day to be counted present for that class. 

● Respect your peers, your teacher, and yourself 
○ These are crazy times but we are in this together. The goal is to be a support system for one 

another! 
● Come to class prepared every day (in person or online!) 

○ This means you have all of your materials and you have completed any homework assignments 
or assignments from the previous class period. We will be utilizing a “flipped classroom” 
approach for many topics this year. This means that you will be responsible for listening to 
the lecture at home and taking notes on your own. This allows us to use our class time to do 
more fun activities or go over questions or concerns you may have on the topic. This is probably 
new to you… don’t worry we will go over this more in-depth soon! 

● Cell phones AWAY during instructional time  
○ There are times we will be able to use our cell phones in class so please bring your smartphones 

if you have permission from your parents. HOWEVER, your cell phone should be silenced and 
out of sight during instructional time. If you are caught with your cell phone during instructional 
time or your cell phone becomes a distraction when use is allowed your phone will be 
confiscated and returned at the teacher or administrator’s convenience. 

● Always do your best! 
○ You will be held at a high standard this year because you all are 100% capable of the work I will 

ask of you. And I can promise you, if you put your best into this class I will commit my time and 
effort to work with you... and you will be successful. 

 
This school year will be new for all of us. We will definitely encounter some bumps in the road as well go 
so please be patient with me, your peers, and yourself. If things get hard or technology gets difficult, let 

me know and we will work through it together. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me!  
 
 
SUPPLIES 
Whether you are working from home or in class you should have all materials with you each day. All of your 
work will be assigned and submitted through Google Classroom this year. If you are working 100% from home 
this year, you will need a laptop and internet access to complete the assignments provided. Students who are 
participating in the hybrid schedule will have access to technology during the days they are in class and will be 
required to access Google Classroom on the days they are not in class (device and internet needed).  
 
Please note that although smartphones can be used for the majority of the assignments given this year, at times 
the capabilities and formatting of certain assignments will not work on smartphone devices. It is highly 
recommended that students use a computer or laptop whenever possible. 
 
 

http://www.classroom.google.com/


Required Materials: 
- 3-ring binder 
- Pencils/pens 
- A highlighter 
- Dividers (10) 
- Device Headphones (if possible) 

 
Recommended Materials: 

- Notebook paper 
- Extra highlighters 
- Colored pencils 
- Personal pencil sharpener 
- Scissors 
- Glue Stick 
- Whiteout 
- Ruler 

 
*The recommended materials listed above can be provided to students during class, however, you may prefer to 
have your own supplies for your use only. 
 
 
GRADING SCALE AND POLICY 
Bisbee USD grading guidelines are established to assist students with the mastery of the content for each 
course.  Tests and major grades will count for 60% of the student’s total grade and daily work will count for 
40% of the student’s total grade. Grades will be based on the following system: 

100 - 90 A  
80-89 B 
70-79 C 
60-69 D 
Below 60 F 

 
LATE/MAKE-UP WORK 
 
All work will be posted on Google Classroom. Please check the daily agenda online for missed work. 
 
If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to: 

● Check the Agenda on Google Classroom to see what you missed that day. 
● Complete any online classwork or homework assignments assigned during your absence. 
● Check the missed work bin in class when you return for any handouts 
● Ask Mrs. Pierce for help or clarification you may need. 

 
When a student is absent, the student is responsible for making up school work that is missed during the 
absence. Parents/guardians may request make-up work in advance by calling the main office before 9:00 a.m. 



Parents/Guardians can pick up the requested work from the main office after 3:00 p.m. Students are permitted 
one day for each day of absence to complete missing school work. If the student is absent due to a school 
activity, the student will be expected to be prepared for the following day's classwork. Any student who is 
truant may receive no credit for the classwork that is missed during the truancy.  
 
Late Work Policy: 
All assignments must be turned in on or before their due date to receive full credit. Late work will be accepted 
until the end of the marking period but will receive a grade penalty. After the marking period ends, no more 
work will be accepted for that quarter; all missing work will stay a zero in the grade book. Any student who is 
truant may not receive credit for the work missed during truancy. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
In this class, academic honesty and integrity are expected at all times. It is the expectation that all work 
submitted by students be completed by the student without the help of classmates, parents, or unauthorized 
resources. Plagiarism, cheating, or other forms of academic dishonesty devalue the importance of learning and 
will not be tolerated.  
 
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: 

- Ignoring or not complying with the teacher’s test-taking procedures 
- Copying someone else’s work and/or giving your work to another to be copied.  
- Working together on an assignment or assessment unless specifically allowed by the teacher.  
- Looking at or copying another student’s answers during an assessment. 
- Looking at your notes or other resources on an assessment unless authorized by the teacher.  
- Giving someone answers to assessment questions. 
- Quoting text or other works on an assignment without citing the source.  
- Handing in another students’ paper as your own.  
- Physically or digitally copying or sharing test/quiz materials.  
- Texting or other forms of electronic communications during a test or quiz. 

 
It is the expectation that students attending school remotely are adhering to the honor code as they would if they 
were in class and parents are enforcing academic honesty and integrity during these times.  
 
If you are suspected of academic dishonesty your parents and administrators will be notified. Consequences for 
violating this honor code may result in deducted points on an assignment or assessment, a zero for that 
particular assignment or assessment, or additional disciplinary action as deemed appropriate by the teachers and 
administrators. 
 
 
 
 


