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I.  Core Classes (English, Science, History, Math) 

 

A.  English 

English I   

World literature and language:  Students in English I will participate in an integrated study of language 

arts, specifically reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills to further develop language as a tool for 

learning, critical thinking, and effective communication. 

English II   

This class builds on the student’s study of literary forms and terms begun in English I and continues the 

student’s work with critical thinking and reasoning skills.  Students will analyze the persuasive and 

expository text and study works compiled of World Literature.  Aportion of the class will be devoted to 

speech.  Focus on writing multiple paragraph essays, literary analysis, and presenting a successful 

argument.   

English III   

Students will focus on American Literature in chronological order from Native American literature to 

Post Modernist writings.  Students will continue their study of grammar, writing, speaking, and listening.  

Students will write basic analysis papers and complete a rhetorical research paper. 

English IV   

Students will focus on a cross-section of British Literature, beginning in Anglo-Saxon times and ending in 

modern.  Students will be introduced to important British writers, styles, themes, and concerns.  

Students will work toward an understanding of Brit. Lit. in a broader contextual framework by using 

biographical, historical and culturally contextual materials to support and enrich the readings.  Lit. 

analysis will be an integral part of the coursework.  Additionally, students will produce a Senior Research 

Paper. 

Pre-AP English I  Grade Levels:  9-11  Previous Teacher’s recommendation required 

This course is a feeder course for AP Language and Composition.  Students will complete work and learn 

skills on the 11th+ level.  The emphasis in this class is on American Literature and Argumentative reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking.  Studnets will have homework including computer generated papers.  To 

take AP Language or AP Literature both Pre-AP I and Pre-AP II must be completed with a 70% or better. 

Pre-AP English II Grade Levels:  10-11  Previous Teacher’s recommendation required 

Students will focus on ta cross-section of British Literature with an emphasis on analysis.  Both students 

and parents must understand and sign the syllabus and plagiarism forms.  There will be outside work.  

Students will learn to analyze, deconstruct and discuss work on their own without prompting in order to 
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demonstrate full understanding of the texts they read.  Students will complete research papers that 

discuss innovative topics.  To take AP Language or AP Literature both Pre-AP I and Pre-AP II must be 

completed with a 70% or better. 

 

AP Engl. Lang. & Comp Grade Levels:  11-12  Previous Teacher’s rec. highly recommended 

Students should be able to read and comprehend college-level texts and apply the conventions of 

Standard Written English in their writing.  Student and parent must sign a “right to fail” contract in order 

to take the course.  AP Language and Composition is a rigorous course which follows the guidelines of 

AP Central.  All students will have outside readings and work on a daily basis.  The emphasis of the 

course is on argument, and the students will be writing 3 types of argumentative essays:  1.  Free 

response, 2.  Argumentative analysis, and 3.  Argumentative synthesis.  The AP English Language and 

Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level rhetoric and writing curriculum, which 

requires students to develop evidence-based analytic and argumentative essays.  Students will be 

required to take the AP exam in May.  To take AP Language or AP Literature both Pre-AP I and Pre-AP II 

must be completed with a 70% or better. 

AP Eng. Lit. & Comp Grade Levels:  11-12  Previous Teacher’s rec. highly recommended 

The AP English Literature and Comp course aligns to an introductory college-level literary analysis 

course.  The course engages students in the close reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature 

to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure.  

As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as its use of figurative 

language, imagery, symbols, and tone.  Students will be required to take the AP exam in May.   To take 

AP Language or AP Literature both Pre-AP I and Pre-AP II must be completed with a 70% or better. 

 

B.  Math 

Algebra I  Grade Levels:  9    

This course covers modern Algebra concepts and basic Algebraic processes from writing and solving 

linear equations to factoring polynomials, probability, statistics, radical and exponential equations.   It 

also covers algebraic processes of systems of linear equations, inequalities, functions, and quadratics 

and their graphs.  This course can be used for an Arizona University admittance requirement. 

Geometry  Grade Levels:9-10  Successful completion of Alg. I 

This course introduces the student to formal logic and mathematical proofs through an in-depth study 

of plane geometry.  This focuses on triangle congruency, isometric transformations, transversal 

theorems, and parallelogram proofs.  Students also learn to calculate areas of polygons and circles, 

moving on to surface area and volume of solids.  This course introduces basic trigonometry.   

Algebra II  Grade Levels:  10-12  Successful completion of Alg I/Geometry 

This course is designed for students intending to major in any field where mathematics is required or 

intending to attend a university.  It involves a continuation of upper level Algebra, a study of complex 

inverse numbers, and logarithmic functions and their graphs.  This course can be used for an Arizona 
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University admittance requirement.  Scoring an A or B in this course will earn entry into Math 142 at 

Cochise College regardless of Accuplacer score.   

 

Pre-Calculus  Grade Levels:  11-12  Successful completion of Alg. I or Pre-AP  

Students must complete Alg. I or Pre-AP Algebra I with an 80% or higher and garner their math teacher 

recommendation.  Pre-Calculus courses combine the study of Trigonometry, Elementary Functions, 

Analytic Geometry, and Math Analysis topics as preparation for Calculus.  Topics typically include the 

study of complex numbers; polynomial, logarithmic, exponential, rational, right trigonometric, and 

circular functions. 

Calculus  Grade Level:   12  Successful completion of Alg. II and Pre-Calc. 

This course will be completed through Kahn Academy via instructional implementation by the teacher of 

record.  It will encompass derivatives, anti-derivatives, exponential calculations,  summations.  It is the 

most rigorous math course on campus and will prepare students for all careers requiring advanced 

mathematics (engineering, medicine, astrophysics, etc.)   

Business Math  Grade Levels:  11, 12   

Business Math is offered for students who will not be taking Algebra 2 and Pre-Calculus. Students will 

learn broadly about interest calculation for lending and borrowing including credit cards and student 

loans. This leads into basic accounting, double-entry bookkeeping, and budgeting. For quality control 

and data collection, the subject of standard deviation and confidence intervals is covered extensively. All 

of this requires substantial use and review of Algebra. In the 4th quarter, to align with tax season, the 

details of tax collection and filing are covered. 

Fundamental Math Grade Levels:  9-12  Sped IEP recommendation 

Students from all grade levels are in each class. The purpose of these math classes is to improve the 

abilities of students with below average math skills. These classes are designed for students who need to 

improve on their math skills. The course level will be determined by the student’s grade, academic 

needs, and special education teacher’s recommendation. 

C.  Science  

 

Intro to Life Science Grade Level:  9    

Introduction to Life Science is a 9th grade science course that is designed to prepare incoming 9th 

graders for science courses at Bisbee High School. This course will cover 2-3 distinct science units (with a 

focus on the biological and life sciences), as well as an introductory unit on critical thinking, problem 

solving, reasoning, and other fundamental scientific and research skills. The sciences to be covered in 

this course may include biology (Major classifications of life, how organisms acquire and use energy, and 

a general discussion on the forms of reproduction) , ecology (niches in local ecosystems, the role of the 

non-living environment in reproductive success, migration and the effect of location on species), and 

genetics (mendelian genetics, traits in humans, application and ethics of genetics in modern society). 



6 
 

Intro to Phys. Sci Grade Level:  9 

Introduction to Physical Science is a 9th grade science course that is designed to prepare incoming 9th 

graders for science courses at Bisbee High School.  This course will cover 2-3 distinct science units (with 

a focus on the physical and earth sciences), as well as an introductory unit on critical thinking, problem 

solving, reasoning, and other fundamental scientific and research skills. 

 

 

Biology   Grade Level:  9, 10  Grade 10 or above, or Teacher recommendation  

Biology is the study of living organisms. Through lecture, laboratory investigations, discussions, and 

demonstrations, students will cover the following topics: cellular life, inheritance, evolution, 

microbiology, and zoology. Finally, students will look at how these systems interact through an 

introduction to anatomy and physiology. 

Pre-AP Biology Grade Level:  For class of 2020, must have teacher recommendation or 

placement test to take in Grade 9. Otherwise, teacher recommendation for 

grade 10 or grade of B or better in Intro to Life Science. 

This is a more rigorous biology course, in preparation for AP level coursework in science.  Biology Course 

Description: Biology is the study of living organisms. Through lecture, laboratory investigations, 

discussions, and demonstrations, students will cover the following topics: cellular life, inheritance, 

evolution, microbiology, and zoology. Finally, students will look at how these systems interact through 

an introduction to anatomy and physiology. 

Human Body Systems Grade Level:  10-12,  Course alternates years with Principles of Biomedical 

Students examine the interactions of human body systems as they explore identity, power, movement, 

protection, and homeostasis. Exploring science in action, students build organs and tissues on a skeletal 

Maniken®; use data acquisition software to monitor body functions such as muscle movement, reflex 

and voluntary action, and respiration; and take on the roles of biomedical professionals to solve real-

world medical cases. 

Chemistry  Grade Level:  10, 11,12 Successful Completion of Algebra I with a B or better 

This course covers the structure of matter and how it influences physical and chemical reactions, atomic 

structure, acid-base theory, physical states of matter and principles of inorganic chemistry. Emphasis 

will be placed on quantitative relationship and problem solving. Basic topics will be illustrated and 

supplemented by laboratory work. This course relies heavily on math skills and higher order thinking 

skills. This course is accepted as a University lab science requirement. 

Pre-AP Chemistry Grade Level:  10, 11, 12 Successful completion of Algebra I with a B or better 

 Advanced level Chemistry Class to prepare students for more rigorous, Advanced Placement, college 

level science work.  Chemistry Description:  This course covers the structure of matter and how it 

influences physical and chemical reactions, atomic structure, acid-base theory, physical states of matter 

and principles of inorganic chemistry. Emphasis will be placed on quantitative relationship and problem 
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solving. Basic topics will be illustrated and supplemented by laboratory work. This course relies heavily 

on math skills and higher order thinking skills. This course is accepted as a University lab science 

requirement. 

AP Env. Science  Grade Level:  9-12 

The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles, 

concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to 

identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative 

risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing 

them. 

Physics   Grade Level:  12        Successful completion of Algebra II with a B or better 

Advanced Science class focusing on critical thinking and problem solving using formulas involving 

acceleration, velocity, momentum, vectors, gravitational force, energy, force, and mass.  This is 

considered the most advanced science class on property and will prepare students in all science fields 

including engineering. 

D.  History 

World History/Geo Grade Level:  10 (unless approval for a ninth grader) 

This course is designed to teach students about the cultural legacy of various peoples religions and 

regions around the world. Reading and writing skills will be emphasized along with Geography skills. 

AP World History Grade Level:  10, 11, 12    

Although AP classes are open to all students, it is recommended that students receive teacher 

recommendation before taking any Advanced Placement (AP) courses.  AP World History focuses on 

developing students’ abilities to think conceptually about world history from approximately 8000 BCE to 

the present and apply historical thinking skills as they learn about the past. Five themes of equal 

importance — focusing on the environment, cultures, state-building, economic systems, and social 

structures — provide areas of historical inquiry for investigation throughout the course. AP World 

History encompasses the history of the five major geographical regions of the globe: Africa, the 

Americas, Asia, Europe, and Oceania, with special focus on historical developments and processes that 

cross multiple regions. 

US/AZ History  Grade Level:  11, 12 (lower if permission from teacher) 

This course will examine American history from the American Revolution to the roots of Modern 

America. Portions of the class will be devoted to the study of Arizona’s unique place in American History. 

This course will also emphasize basic geography skills along with reading and writing. 

AP US History  Grade Level:  11, 12  

Although AP classes are open to all students, it is recommended that students receive teacher 

recommendation before taking any Advanced Placement (AP) courses.  AP United States History focuses 

on developing students’ abilities to think conceptually about U.S. history from approximately 1491 to 

the present and apply historical thinking skills as they learn about the past. Seven themes of equal 
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importance — identity; peopling; politics and power; work, exchange, and technology; America in the 

world; environment and geography; and ideas, beliefs, and culture— provide areas of historical inquiry 

for investigation throughout the course. These require students to reason historically about continuity 

and change over time and make comparisons among various historical developments in different times 

and places. 

U.S. Government Grade Level:  11, 12 

This course will cover the following: forms of government, fundamental concepts of the Constitution, 

institutions of government, Federal and Arizona legal systems, individual rights and responsibilities. 

AP Government  Grade level:  11, 12 

Although AP classes are open to all students, it is recommended that students receive teacher 

recommendation before taking any Advanced Placement (AP) courses.  A more advanced study of the 

workings of the government of both our nation and that of our state.  This college-level course will 

involve more challenging reading assignments, tests, and essays in preparation for advanced college-

level coursework in political science and for the AP U.S. Government examination. 

Economics Grade Level:  11, 12 Successful completion of American Government, 

U.S./Arizona History 

This course will cover the following: Micro and Macro Economics, Stock Markets, Credit, Budgeting, 

businesses, as well as other general aspects of Economics and how to apply Economics to everyday life. 

AP Macroeconomics Grade Level:  12 

Although AP classes are open to all students, it is recommended that students receive teacher 

recommendation before taking any Advanced Placement (AP) courses.  A more advanced study of the 

workings of the national and global economies, our role in these economic systems, and the modes by 

which each student can maximize the benefit that he/she realizes from participating in the global 

economy.  This course will involve more challenging reading assignments, mathematics concepts, tests, 

and essays in preparation for advanced college-level coursework in economics and for the AP 

Macroeconomics and/or Microeconomics examination(s).   

 

II.   Career/Technical Education (note:  CTE courses are open to all students with preference given first 

to Grades 10-12) 

Business & Tech II Grade Level:  10-12   Must have completed Business & Tech I 

Note:  Because Business and Tech II is considered a CTE class, it is listed here.  Business and Tech I is 

both a requirement for freshmen and a prerequisite for all students who wish to further their business 

education.  It is listed under “Electives/Graduation Requirements.” Future business leaders create 

projects and reports using word processing, spreadsheets, and graphics. As a class this course explores 

topics in project management, business ownership, leadership and supervision. Emphasis is placed on 

current business issues and recent economic trends. Teams deliver presentations using multimedia 

software and compile a personal employment portfolio. Students also run a school store. 
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Construction Tech I Grade Level:  10, 11 (freshmen may attend with permission) 

Students practice basic residential construction including framing, electrical, plumbing, and finish work 

in our laboratory along with building outside projects that improve community and district facilities. This 

program prepares students for national certification in OSHA standards. Students demonstrate mastery 

in reading schematics and handling power-tools and hand tools. 

Construction Tech II Grade Level:  10, 11, 12      Completion of Constr. Tech I required 

This is an advanced level, two period block class with each period counting for one credit. One of the 

two credits may count as a fourth math credit (Technical Math), upon successful completion of the 

course. These students will design and draw their own plans, create a materials list and build the plan in 

a small group or as a class project. Projects will include medium to full sized structures that include all 

phases of residential construction including: framing, roofing, siding, insulation, plumbing, electrical, 

concrete, masonry, and finish work. Students will work extensively with hand tools, power tools and 

construction tools. This class may meet off-site during production. This class may be taken as a dual-

credit course with Cochise College. 

Medical Professions Grade Level:  10 (space permitting), 11, 12  

Medical Professions is a co-teaching/on-site/online, year-round course offered in partnership with 

Cochise Technology District JTED for juniors & seniors which provides a strong foundation to prepare 

students to enter the critical field of health care. Students learn medical terminology, anatomy, common 

diseases and disorders, prevention, diagnosis and treatment, as well as emerging diseases and new 

medical treatments. Students will master vital skills and receive certification in the performance of CPR 

and First Aid. This online course is a prerequisite for the Nursing Services/HLT 109 and Pharmacy 

Support Services. 

CNA Nursing Services Grade Level:  11, 12   Must have passed Medical Prof. 

Nursing Services (Reverse Credit Course – Cochise College HLT 109).  The Nursing Services/CNA/HLT 109 

course offered as a partnership with Cochise College and Cochise Technology District JTED prepares 

students to care for sub-acutely ill clients and to work as a member of the health care community. 

Students who successfully complete the five college credit-hour course will take the Arizona State 

Certification test to become a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA). Students are required to participate in 

clinical sessions that will be scheduled outside of the regular school day.   Travel arrangements must be 

made to participate in the required clinical sessions held at nursing facilities within the county. Students 

taking this course must be enrolled for reverse-credit course with Cochise College. 

Pharmacy Tech  Grade Level:  11, 12   Must have passed Medical Prof. 

This Pharmacy Support Services course offered in partnership with Cochise Technology District JTED 

prepares students to become Pharmacy Technicians by learning the necessary skills and knowledge to 

assist licensed pharmacists in preparing prescription medications, providing customer service and 

performing pharmacy administrative duties. This course requires a high level of independent learning in 

an online curriculum platform. Upon completion of this course, turning 18 years of age, fingerprint and 

drug testing clearance and graduation, students are prepared to take the nationally certified Pharmacy 

Technician Certification Board (PTCB) Exam. 
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Network Technologies  Grade Level:  11, 12  

Network Technologies 1 is offered in partnership with Cochise Technology District JTED and Cochise 

College. The first semester provides an introduction to computers & networks, basic computer math, 

topology, protocols and maintenance and is taught via Adobe Connect. Students are then prepared for 

the second semester CIS 150 Essentials of Networking, an online course taken through Cochise College. 

In this course students will further their knowledge of networks and prepare to take the Network+ 

certification exam. 

Law & Public Safety I Grade Level:  11, 12 

This course is open to Grade 11 only.  Students must take the Accuplacer test and test into Reading 110 

or higher and Math 081/082 or higher. Students and Parents must attend a mandatory parent meeting 

in the Spring before registration.  This JTED course prepares students for a career in law enforcement: 

Correctional Officers: Oversee individuals who have been arrested and are awaiting trial or who have 

been sentenced to serve time in prison; Security Officers: Patrol and protect property against theft, 

vandalism, terrorism, and illegal activity in a wide variety of places; Detectives: Protect lives and 

property, gather facts and collect evidence of possible crimes.Protect property against theft and 

vandalism. Gather collect evidence and safely monitor critical situations. 

Graphic Design  Grade Level:  9-12 

Capstone Project: The school yearbook (Annual), newspaper, and athletic programs are all school 

publications that are produced during the course of the year. Writing styles for newspaper and 

magazine publication are covered. Students will write articles for the community and school 

newspaper/newsletter. Other areas include photography, video production, sales and advertising, 

newspaper/magazine/yearbook page designing, computer editing, layout skills, and digital photography 

(Photoshop). Students may take Journalism during all for years of high school. Advanced students will fill 

the roles of editors and leaders in the various graphic design departments. 

Mental & Social Health Services 1 Grade Level:  11, 12 

Grades 11, 12 or with teacher approval; Accuplacer testing—RDG 122 or Exempt; ENG 100/101 

recommended. Grade 10 may be admitted with teacher approval, depending on circumstance.  Mental 

and Social Health Services 1 is a partnership with Cochise Technology District JTED and Cochise College 

to prepare students to work in mental and social health services careers. The first semester is PSY 103 

Personality and Adjustment, a study of basic theoretical principles of psychology and their application to 

human behavior and growth.  The second semester is PSY 101 Introduction to Psychology, a survey of 

psychology including research, biopsychology, sensation and perception, consciousness, learning, 

memory, motivation and emotion, human development, personality, abnormal behavior and therapy. 

Mental & Social Health Services II Grade level:  11, 12 Completion of Mental…..I 

Mental and Social Health Services 2 is a continuation of the partnership with Cochise Technology District 

JTED and Cochise College to prepare students to work in mental and social health services careers. The 

first semester is SOC 101 Introduction to Sociology, a survey of the science of sociology including: 

research methodology, the theoretical schools of sociology, culture, socialization, social institutions, 

collective behavior, social change, and the components of social structure from a global perspective. The 
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second semester is PSY 210 Social Psychology, a study of basic concepts, theories and research 

pertaining to human interaction. Topics include attribution, attitude formation and change, 

interpersonal interaction, altruism and aggression, environmental psychology, and group structure and 

processes. 

 

Music and Media Production I Grade Levels:  9-12 (preference given to 10-12) 

Music and Media Production I & II Students create audio, video, and print projects in Bisbee High 

School's media studio. Class work includes learning basic knowledge of Pro-Tools, Adobe Photoshop, In-

Design, and Premiere as well as a full complement of supporting programs. Original music, print 

publishing and photography, and video production and editing is applied to personal and community-

based projects. Students work on portfolio projects within a specific entertainment medium. Projects 

can include broadcasting, live-sound management, and marketing through multiple medium platforms. 

Throughout the course students examine the impact of various media on recent trends. Students enjoy 

a unique relationship with KBRP, Bisbee's community radio station. 

Music and Media Production II  Grade Levels:  10-12 

Music and Media Production I & II Students create audio, video, and print projects in Bisbee High 

School's media studio. Class work includes learning basic knowledge of Pro-Tools, Adobe Photoshop, In-

Design, and Premiere as well as a full complement of supporting programs. Original music, print 

publishing and photography, and video production and editing is applied to personal and community-

based projects. Students work on portfolio projects within a specific entertainment medium. Projects 

can include broadcasting, live-sound management, and marketing through multiple medium platforms. 

Throughout the course students examine the impact of various media on recent trends. Students enjoy 

a unique relationship with KBRP, Bisbee's community radio station. 

Music Performance   Grade Levels:  9-12  

Play guitar, bass, keyboards, drums, and other instruments in multiple modalities including group bands, 

traditional marching bands, and innovations. 

Music Performance & Production Grade Levels:  9-12 

Play and produce guitar, bass, keyboards, drums, and other instruments/technologies in multiple 

modalities including group bands, traditional marching bands, and innovations. 

Culinary Arts Principles   Grade Levels:  9-12 

Students in Culinary Arts 1-2 will, in a laboratory setting, acquire hands-on skills and experience needed 

to demonstrate the application of creative food preparation. The focus will be on the development of 

food preparation skills required to be a success in the culinary and related industries. Other focus points 

include proper food handling, safety and sanitation, use of weights and measurements, use of tools and 

equipment, knife skills, culinary language terminology, ingredient identification and their function. 

Students will be required to comply with industry-specific personal presentation and dress code. 

Students gain valuable leadership and employment skills and receive opportunities for scholarships and 
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community involvement by participating in SkillsUSA, a state and national career and technical student 

organization. 

Culinary Arts Applications  Grade Levels:  10-12 

This advanced course continues a program of study in food preparation, planning and production, 

including Cooking Techniques, Baking Skills, and Restaurant Service. Students will experience real work 

processes while cooking and serving for special events. An emphasis will be on refining the 

sophistication of student skills necessary to build a career as a Baker, a Chef, or a Manager in the food 

service or other related industries; or own and operate their own successful bakery or restaurant. 

Students will be required to test and receive ServSafe certificate.  Students will be required to comply 

with industry-specific personal presentation and dress code. Career preparation, teamwork, and 

business skills are highlighted. Students gain valuable leadership and employment skills and receive 

opportunities for scholarships and community involvement by participating in SkillsUSA, a state and 

national career and technical student organization. 

III.  Electives/Further Graduation Requirements 

Spanish I    Grade Levels:  9-12 

This course is a minimally oral approach for students with no previous experience. Students will practice 

all four basic language skills: listening, reading, writing, and verbal pronunciation correctness. Grammar 

is emphasized. Vocabulary will be introduced along with verb conjugation of present and past tenses. 

Spanish II    Grade Levels:  9-12  Completion of Spanish I 

This class uses more emphasis on an oral/written approach in a continuation of the four basic language 

skills through use of dialogues and reports, both written and verbal. Emphasis is still on grammar, verb 

conjugation, reading, writing and accent refinement. 

Spanish III    Grade Levels:  10-12  Completion of Spanish II 

This class is intended to prepare a skilled Spanish student for a future AP or college-level Spanish course. 

Visual Arts I    Grade Levels:  9-12 

2016-17: Welcome to the world of Art. This is an introductory level course to give you a broad overview 

of the world of art its’ historical and cultural aspects. Students will learn the basic elements and 

principles of art in the creation of their own art works. Hey will learn several areas of job opportunities 

in the field of art as well as the legal aspects that accompany the art business. There will be a slight 

emphasis on legalities such as copyright/patent laws as well as the serious aspect of plagiarism and its 

consequences. (This comes from the teachers 30+ years of being a professional artist). The first portion 

of the course will focus on 2 dimensional art. The latter portion of the course will concentrate on 3-

dimensional art. There is a slight fee raise because this year we will introduce ceramics in a lesson for 

students to get the feel of working in clay. (Ceramics has a few extra expenses over other art supplies). 

Natural talent, although appreciated is not a requirement for a good grade. Art is much like sports or 

music, it takes practice. Students are graded on effort and the ability to follow directions. 

Visual Arts II   Grade Levels:  10-12  Completion of Visual Arts I 
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Class Fee:  $20  More fun in the world of art! This is an advanced art course that may be repeated from 

one year to the next. There will be deeper explorations in art and art mediums with more practice in use 

of the elements and principles of art. There will be some coverage of historical and cultural aspects of 

the field. There will be an emphasis on portfolio development (building portfolios for scholarship 

awards) and research into higher education in the arts. Learning about professional displays of art works 

and the ins and outs of art shows will be covered in these courses. In this course students will have a 

chance to get more involved with community projects and competitions and festivals as well as 

county/state wide competitions.     

Visual Arts III   Grade Levels:  11, 12  Completion of Visual Art II 

(Had to have passed Art I with an 80% or better or teacher approval).  More fun in the world of art! This 

is an advanced art course that may be repeated from one year to the next. There will be deeper 

explorations in art and art mediums with more practice in use of the elements and principles of art. 

There will be some coverage of historical and cultural aspects of the field. There will be an emphasis on 

portfolio development (building portfolios for scholarship awards) and research into higher education in 

the arts. Learning about professional displays of art works and the ins and outs of art shows will be 

covered in these courses. In this course students will have a chance to get more involved with 

community projects and competitions and festivals as well as county/state wide competitions. 

AP Art    Grade Levels:  11, 12 

This is a college level art course. Students are required to build a portfolio of at least 24 quality pieces. 

The 1st semester is spent on breadth, showing how many types of mediums and styles you can produce 

art with effectively. The 2nd half of the course involves a concentration. The concentration is to follow a 

common theme throughout the works. @4 [pieces will be submitted digitally and 5 pieces must be 

matted and mailed. A camera to take photos is recommended but not required. The choice of 2-D or 

drawing will be determined by the student’s style and skill. A score of 3 or higher through the College 

Board review will earn college credit. Fees: $30 (plus what is required by AP Central for the entry test of 

a portfolio to AP Central).  A list will be provided to the office based on receiving at least an 80% in 

Visual Arts I, II, or III and/or prior teacher approval by a portfolio of at least 12 pieces. 

Ceramics I   Grade Levels:  10-12, Successful completion of Art I 

2016-17: This is an advanced art course, but the start of a ceramics only course. Students will learn the 

basic techniques for hand-building, wheel throwing, glazing and firing in the creation of original works of 

art both functional and nonfunctional pieces. Historical and contemporary artists will be reviewed as 

well as the cultural aspects of the ceramic medium. Students will learn about the art business from a 

30+ year professional artist with explanations and study of the legal aspects of the business such as 

copyright/patent laws as well as plagiarism. 

Ceramics II   Grade Levels:  10-12 

Students requesting Ceramics II-IV must have received 80% in Ceramics I, II, or III and/or have prior 

teacher approval.  This is an advanced ceramics course which can be repeated in subsequent years. This 

course will take students into deeper exploration in both functional and sculptural ceramics, including: 

hand-building, wheel-throwing, casting, glazing and firing. The principles of design, historical and 

cultural influences, and contemporary ceramics artwork and design will be incorporated into major 
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units. Students will also work on portfolio development and research into higher education and careers 

in the ceramic arts. The presentation and display of ceramic artwork and functional pottery will be 

integral to the course, with exhibits taking place both on campus and in the community. 

 

 

Ceramics III  Grade Levels:  10-12 

Students requesting Ceramics II-IV must have received 80% in Ceramics I, II and/or have prior teacher 

approval.  This is an advanced art course. Students will develop deeper skills in all aspects of building 

ceramic art. Historical and contemporary artists will be reviewed as well as the cultural aspects of the 

ceramic medium. Students will learn about the art business from a 30+ year professional artist with 

explanations and study of the legal aspects of the business such as copyright/patent laws as well as 

plagiarism. Emphasis on portfolio development will be encouraged. I recommend that students have a 

camera to use to photograph their works if possible. 

Choir   Grade Levels:  9-12 

This course is an intermediate level performance ensemble of mixed voices open to any student. A 

variety of high-level choral literature will be explored, sung and presented in concert at various venues. 

Students must be available for several performances throughout the school year during the school day, 

weekends and evenings. Further, students must be in good academic standing to be eligible to 

participate in performances, trips and festivals outside of BHS. Course material will build upon concepts 

of music theory and history, with a significant emphasis on sight –reading, aural skill development, and 

understanding of musical notation. This class serves as a large touring ensemble for the high school. 

P. E./Health  Grade Levels:  9-12 

This course combines PE and Health. The first half of the semester will be used to cover Health. The 

second half of the semester will be used to cover PE.  Health: This part of the course will cover: (1) 

health and wellness, (2) health and your body, (3) health and your mind, (4) use and abuse of alcohol, 

tobacco and drugs, (5) family life, sexuality and social health, (6) diseases and disorders, (7) health and 

society and (8) safety and emergency care.  PE: Students will engage in a variety of activities with team 

and individual concepts. Activities include football, weight training, basketball, soccer, softball, tennis, 

speedball, breakaway; hockey, aerobics, circuits and the Marine’s Fitness Test. Dressing out and 

participation are daily requirements for PE. Note taking and tests are also part of the course. 

Strength/Conditioning    Grade Levels:  9-12 

This course will help improve the athletes overall strength & conditioning, through an individual 

program. These programs will involve long distance running, sprints, plyometrics, dot drills, stretching, 

circuit training, strength and power training, body building, and fat loss programs. This course will also 

include note taking and tests, a fitness test, a pre and post max-out test and the ability to know how to 

write your own training program. Students will also gain the knowledge to make up their own fitness 

workouts. Students are encouraged to workout in and out of school. Extra credit will be given to 

students who participate in physical activities outside of school. (Bisbee 1,000 stair climb, and other 
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running events.) *The Marine’s Fitness Test and/or the President’s Challenge will be given at the 

beginning and end of each semester. 

 

Street Law   Grade Levels:  9-12 

Street Law is a social studies elective that serves as an introductory course to law and legal systems in 

the United States. Units will include… 

Introduction to Law 

Constitutional Law 

Criminal Law and the Criminal Justice Process 

Civil Law (Torts, Contracts and Family Law) 

Like any introductory course, Street Law is a survey. We will touch on broad and specific legal topics to 

give students a better understanding of law and how it affects you in real life. We will use case studies, 

individual research, group discussion / debate, guest speakers and mock trials throughout the course in 

order to reach our goal. We will also venture out into the local legal community to see law in action. 

Dueling opinions and lively debate should be the norm in this course making the class fun, enriching and 

meaningful. 

Student Council   Grade Levels:  9-12, must have been elected to office 

Elected members of the student body participate in the class to plan and run school activities to include 

homecoming, pep assemblies, dances, etc. Students interested in running for student council must 

possess exceptional organizational, management, and communication skills, Members will be 

responsible for promoting school spirit through a variety of events throughout the year. 

Teacher Assistant I and II Grade Levels:  11-12 

After going through an interview process with administration , students will be selected to assist 

teachers in the classroom.  Students may take TA I and TA II.  They may not take more than two credits 

worth of teacher assistant.   

IV.  Special Programs 

Work Release   Administrative Approval 

Additional release time allowed to students in grades 11 or 12, with administrative approval, to attend 

work or college classes. Work release does not earn credit unless a student completes a "Credit for 

Work" assignment and certification through the Guidance Office. 

ELD Coursework 

This coursework is dedicated to students learning English.  It encompasses Reading, Writing, and 

Grammar hours.  Students test into and out of the courses. 

School to Work   Must be indicated on a 504 or an IEP 
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This class is offered to students who are supported through a 504 or an Individualized Education Plan 

(IEP). To register for this class, the student has to be at least in the application process for the Transition 

School to Work (TSW) program and/or accepted into the program. This class will prepare students for 

post high school career or education continuation. We will explore transitional options that are available 

to students. These transitional services will equip students to successfully navigate their post high school 

opportunities. We will have local professionals give presentations, participate in site visits, prepare 

resumes and complete job applications. Students will have the opportunity to gain valuable work 

experience by being given a work assignment where the student will be evaluated on a number of levels 

including being prompt, attire, being professional, following direction, job completion and attitude.   

DCAL   Open to 11th, 12th graders and students with extenuating circumstances 

This is a credit recovery program for students who have failed a required course for graduation.  The 

administration will first attempt to place the student back into the class that he/she failed prior to 

having them complete it in DCAL.  DCAL will use A+ curriculum in History and English with modified 

projects, essays, and research papers added in.  Science will not be allowed to be taken in DCAL and 

Math classes will use Kahn Academy in the DCAL room with students being expected to take mid-terms 

and finals in the on-the-ground classes under the teacher-of-record direction. 

V.  Test Prep/ Advisory Base/Club Courses  

1.  MECHA Club:  Multicultural pride and celebration 

2.  Drama Club:  Performance in the Follies and at least one other play. 

3.  Gaming Brotherhood:  Competitions with other schools in video gaming 

4.  Robotics:  Creation and development of robots and programming.  Competitions with other schools. 

5.  Extra time offered in advanced CTE courses 

6.  Science AIMS prep 

7.  Reteach in English and Math subjects (Grades 9, 10) 

8.  ACT Prep (ELA) 

9.  ACT Prep (Math) 

10.  Art Club 
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AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) 

Our goal is to become an AVID school where all students graduate with college level skills in 

order to better prepare for career goals.  We have an AVID elective for targeted students via 

selection process; however, this year, all students will be learning about Cornell notes and 

teachers will start implementing WICOR strategies.  Over ten million students across the nation 

benefit from AVID and we are excited to communicate that a core contingent of teachers and 

administrators have been trained and certified in the program.  We are confident that all 

students will learn and benefit from the implementation of AVID. 

There are four sections of this college preparatory class.  There are waiting lists but please see 

Ms Asaro if you’d like to sign up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


