
General Tips in Applying to Competitive Colleges 

 For competitive schools- look to take the most rigorous course of study in high 
school (honors/dual credit)- they will ask when you are applying, or they will ask 
your counselopr to verify this! 

 If you're looking to transfer credits in AZ, check out AzTransfer.  For outside of AZ, 
look at individual schools and speak to an advisor at that individual school. 

 Start looking for summer programs in your junior year (you might find some virtual 
ones open to sophomores as well) 

 For college rankings/info: US News Best Colleges. You can order the magazine 
and an online annual subscription, which could be especially helpful in your junior-
senior year. 

 For financial Aid: Hefar Group they give a free consultation to help families 
complete their FAFSA and CSS Profile (for highly competitive schools), to get the 
most financial aid possible even if you don't qualify for Pell Grant. 

 (Note: if you are taking dual credit classes (2 or more per semester) and your 
sibling is also in college, you can claim 2 children in college next year. If 
Antonio has already completed his FAFSA, you can make a correction and 
indicate that you have 2 in college for 2021-2022!) 

 Senior Year: Common App for college applications. You can also apply to many 
schools with a MyCoalition account (I am not as familiar with this one; Common 
App has been around longer) 

 For Scholarships- you can start a profile now: Going Merry and ScholarsApp 
 Think about volunteering in the community, working, doing something outside of 

academics that you are passionate about. It's not about breadth, but depth (not 
scattering your energy all over, but focusing energy on a few things you really care 
about) 

 Ask for letters of recommendation beginning in your junior year.  
 Check out the Bisbee Counseling Page regularly, especially as a senior 

(scholarships) 
 In taking CTE classes, complete a program- show dedication to a skill/program. 

Then you can try another or even complete (take beyond level one) in 2 areas! 

 

https://aztransfer.com/highschool/
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges
https://www.money4college.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://scholarsapp.com/
https://bhs.busd.k12.az.us/229094_2

