
Waskom Independent School District 
Protocols in Response to COVID-19

What should I do if I believe my child may have COVID?  
Who do I contact?

If your child begins to show symptoms of COVID-19, please keep them home and contact the school.  You 
may want to take your child to a physician to determine if they are COVID positive.  If your child is COVID 
positive, please contact our Nurse, Jennifer Swank.  Her office is located on the Waskom Elementary 
Campus.  Her contact information is 903.687.3361 extension 1128 or jswank@waskomisd.net.

Does Waskom ISD contact trace and quarantine for close contacts?

NO, According to the guidance from the Texas Education Agency, Waskom ISD will notify you if we are 
made aware of a student that is a close contact while on school property.  Waskom ISD may call parents and 
highly recommend you keep your students home to quarantine.  It is recommended by the CDC that close 
contact students stay home during the 14 day incubation period, but may return after 10 days if they are not 
experiencing any symptoms after the close contact exposure and no COVID-19 testing is performed.  If your 
child is a close contact outside of the school setting, please make sure to contact the school and your 
child will be enrolled in REMOTE CONFERENCING.  Please see the information below to determine which 
students qualify for Remote Conferencing.  

Are students in Waskom ISD required to wear masks?

NO, the Governor's Executive Order does not allow public schools to require students to wear masks. 
However, if parents would like for their child to wear a mask, you are able to require it for your child. We will 
assist in monitoring it for parents who would like their child to wear a mask.

When will school closures happen in the future?
Waskom ISD watches the COVID numbers daily.  If the number of cases begins to rise, the superintendent 
and administrative team meet to discuss the next steps.  If a campus is not able to be staffed due to the 
amount of COVID positive cases or absences related to COVID, the campus may shut down.  Sometimes it 
may become problematic to just close one campus due to the lack of substitute teachers needed to cover the 
campus openings.  These decisions will be made on a case by case basis.  At this time, we are not going to 
allow guests on campus for lunch.  We feel we have to limit guests for the safety of our students and 
staff.   We will notify you when this changes.  You are welcome to drop off lunch just like last year for your 
child.  

Does ANY child in Waskom ISD qualify for Online Learning like they did 
in the 20-21 school year?



NO, According to the Texas Education Agency guidance, public schools are no longer able to offer online 
learning in the same capacity as last year.

Does my child qualify for Remote Conferencing 
in the 21-22 school year?

YES, if they meet ONE of the following criteria.

Is the student's temporary 
medical condition 
documented by a physician 
licensed to practice in the 
United States?  Does the 
statement include 
information that the student 
must remain confined to their 
home or hospital?

Is the student off campus because of a test 
result, formal diagnosis, or suspicion of 
having a communicable disease as 
outlined in 25 TAC 97.7?  Also, the child is 
NOT able to meet the readmission 
requirements.  For COVID that is: 1. 24 
hours fever free without the use of fever 
reducing medication. 2. Symptoms are 
improving. 3. It has been 10 days since the 
positive test.  Waskom ISD will follow the 
guidance from the physician on the 
paperwork brought in by the student.  

Is the student identified as a 
close contact for COVID-19 
either by public health, the 
school, or the parent?

What is the criteria for Remote Conferencing?
Students are allowed to participate in remote conferencing for ONLY 20 DAYS PER SCHOOL YEAR.  If a 
student needs more than 20 days, they must turn in medical documentation to the campus in order to request 
more days.  The campus will then work with the assistant superintendent and the superintendent to request 
additional days for the student from the Texas Education Agency.  The additional days MUST be approved by 
the Texas Education Agency.  The Texas Education Agency will approve based on the medical 
documentation submitted, and it will be on a case by case basis.  If additional days are NOT granted by the 
Texas Education Agency, the student will be counted absent for all days missed after the 20 days are used.  

Remote Conferencing will be available on all campuses.  The students in elementary school should log in 
from 8-10 am.  The middle school and high school should login from 7:30 - 11:30 am. All students MUST be 
live at their attendance times.  Elementary attendance time is 9:30 am.  Middle school and high school 
attendance time is 8:45 am.  Students who do not participate in remote conferencing will be counted absent.  
They are required to meet the 90% attendance requirements.  Please refer to the section above to determine 
if your student qualifies for remote conferencing.  Students will be sent a link for the remote conferencing 
classroom through the child's district email account.  It is important you contact us so we can send out this 
link. 
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