


Studies have shown that no matter what the background or income 

of a family is, students with involved parents/ caregivers are more 

likely to:

• Attend school regularly

• Pass their classes, earn credits, and be promoted

• Earn high grades and test scores and enroll in higher–level 

programs

• Graduate and go on to postsecondary education

(Ferguson, C., 2009)



• As a teacher, our initial and most effective way to build a 

foundation with our students is to get to know them and develop a 

relationship with each one. This is also true for parents. 

• To begin to foster engagement between families and the school, 

the school must first build trusting and cooperative relationships 

with the families. 



The Big Idea

• Parent Academy

• VIPS (Volunteers in Public Schools)

• Student Led Parent/Teacher Conferences

• Parent led demonstrations

• WISD Home-School Compact



Parent Academy 

The Parent Academy is a systemic approach for parents and caregivers to 

communicate, collaborate, and actively participate in educating the whole 

child. This would bring the world of education and families together.

• 2-3 Parent Academies offered throughout the year 

in a conference style and held on a weekend

• Monthly (topic specific) meetings that could

vary from evenings or daytime and 

could be offered in the Learning Lab



VIPS (Volunteers in Public Schools)

• Name based background checks for volunteers

• Training for VIPS

• Opportunities can range from daily, to weekly, to on special occasions

• Work in cooperation with PTO

• VIPS can be parents, guardians, or retired people

See handout for example VIPS pages



Student Led Parent/ Teacher 

Conferences

• Minimum of 2 per year

• Following the “Leader in Me” philosophy
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Parent Led Demonstrations

Through the VIPS process, we would arrange for a parent with a special 

skill/ or expert knowledge on a subject to provide a demonstration for a 

group of students.  Not only does this get them actively involved but it 

enriches the lives of our students. 

Examples:

• A Master Gardener who could share knowledge with a 

Horticulture class or a garden club.

• A Seamstress giving sewing lessons 

• An Artist sharing art skills



WISD Home-School Compact

In your handout you will find a home/ school compact 

geared toward the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People.

Presentation to parents on the 7 Habits and explanation of 

compact should be done as part of “Meet the teacher” night 

or an “Open House”. 

See handout for example compact
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