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OAP Historical Drama Advances to Bi-District Competition 

OAP participants pose with award and medals after receiving recognition for their 
performance of Defying Gravity.

Front rowt: Grace Carreon (9), Jadon Garza (9), Kade Bobo (10), Gage Bun-
ting (11), Kaleb Swindell (10), Tayden Warren (10), Eljen Chavez (10). 
Back Row: Jenna Bishop (11), Ashley Brooks (11), Caitlyn Smith (11), 
Jaden Bobo (11), Andee Jackson (9), Addison Miller (10), London John-
ston (11), Mia Moore (11), Harmon Boyd (11), Allison Sweet (Director). 

PRIDE Journalist:  Tristan Castorena
The Shallowater 

High School One Act 
Play team, directed 
by Allison Sweet, 
competed in district 
competition earning 
a Bi-District spot fea-
turing their play en-
titled Defying Grav-
ity by Jane Anderson 
on March 9 at Shal-
lowater High School. 

Special recogni-
tion goes to the fol-
lowing OAP mem-
bers: Tayden Warren 
(Best Lights), Ash-
ley Brooks and An-
dee Jackson (Best 
Stage Managers), 
Mia Moore, Gage 
Bunting and Caitlyn 
Smith (Honorable 
Mention) and Jaden 
Bobo (All Star Cast).

Defying Grav-
ity is a dramatic 
rendition of the 
tragic 1986 Chal-
lenger Explosion.  

The show is “set in 
the 80s; the play takes 
the audience through 

an exciting, tragic, 
and overall breath-
taking journey while 
exploring the depths 
of the heartbreak of a 
young girl losing her 
mother, junior Jen-
na Bishop.  Defying 
Gravity touches on 
the parallels within 
humanity and space, 
as well as, reveals the 
paradoxical common-
ness between unlike-
ly acquaintances.”

Included as one 
of the characters 
is Challenger crew 
member Christa 
McAuliffe, who was 
selected for the mis-
sion in hopes of open-
ing a new depart-
ment for education, 
spirit guide Claude 
Monet who helps 
Christa’s daughter 
through her grief.

OAP competition 
consists of two sepa-
rate performances, 
one focused upon the 
technical aspects, and 

the other the over-
all performance. The 
technical competi-
tion is essentially a 
performance for the 
light and sound crew. 
They run through 
each cue from the 
top of the show to 
the end, running ev-
ery light, sound, 
and projection cue.  

During district 
competition, the crew 
has seven minutes to 
set the stage, spike 
the set (mark where 
props are set), and get 
everything in place. 
The actors then have 
40 minutes to perform 
with no stops. Time 
is of the essence.  
If the performance 
runs long by more 
than 1:40 minutes, 
the entire produc-
tion is disqualified.

 OAP will per-
form at Bi-District 
competition in High-
land Park on March 
24. Break a leg!  



expected growth as new 
homes are built and the an-
ticipated Loop 88 comes 
in on our southern border.
 Some key fac-
tors that drove the dis-
cussion and planning: 

1) First and foremost, 
STUDENT SAFETY - 
Significant concerns that 
arose were the patterns 
of our students crossing 
State Highway 1294 all 
throughout the day for 
middle school students to 
access classrooms at the 
high school that are not 
available at the middle 
school campus. Dropoff 
and pickup lines at our 
campuses are a big con-
cern for both traffic and 
pedestrian safety. Addi-
tionally, the middle school 
and elementary schools 
have no closed vestibule 

Growth….. A word 
that signifies life, sus-
tenance, prosperity, but 
also stretching, making 
new space, and changing. 
Growth often makes us 
uncomfortable, disrupting 
and messing with our status 
quo. The same happens in 
our school system. While 
we always welcome new 
students and new friends 
in our community, growth 
can push on our way of 
doing things and on our 
space and on our patience.
 Fortunately, we do 
live in the best state in 
the nation, enjoying both 
freedom and a prosper-
ous economy. The Lub-
bock area is experienc-
ing a thriving economic 
era, when many areas of 
the country are going the 
opposite direction. We 

are blessed to live in this 
area, and our outstand-
ing school and commu-
nity are attracting many 
from all across the na-
tion as they make their 
move to this area to enjoy 
good West Texas living.
Shallowater, as a commu-
nity, continues to look at 
how we grow and maintain 
our values and way of life 
together.  In November, 
our school board called 
for a group of citizens to 
study the pattern of growth 
in our school district and 
make a viable plan to re-
spond in a way that is dis-
tinctly “Shallowater.” This 
dynamic group worked to-
gether over a three month 
period and have made a 
proposal that will take us 
into the future at least 10-
15 years, accommodating 

area that secures visi-
tors inside the building.  

2) POPULATION 
GROWTH - We contracted 
with the foremost state de-
mographer to help us look 
at future growth needs as 
we see homes continuing 
to go up in our community.  
While there is no crystal 
ball, these demographic 
projections indicate a like-
ly increase of up to 500 
students in our schools in 
the next five years. That 
directly corresponds with 
our increase of 86 stu-
dents just this school year.

3) AGING FACILI-
TIES - The average age of 
a school building in Shal-
lowater ISD is 51.6 years. 
Fortunately, we have an 
outstanding maintenance 
department and a crew of 
folks over the years who 

have tended them extreme-
ly well.  However, the toll 
of having hundreds of kids 
roam through every day for 
all those years puts them 
in need of attention–par-
ticularly the middle school 
and elementary buildings, 
our oldest school facilities.

4) INNOVATION  - 
Shallowater ISD’s stan-
dard of excellence in our 
academic program sets 
us apart as a leader in the 
South Plains. Maintain-
ing a modern learning en-
vironment that prepares 
students for success with 
real world tools and ex-
periences will help us 
keep that cutting edge.
 Our citizens group 
wrestled with these pri-
orities and how to address 
them while being fiscally 
responsible with little tax 

impact to our families. 
They presented their plan 
to our school board in 
February, at which time 
our board voted to call 
a bond election to give 
the community the op-
tion to fulfill the plan for 
the future of our schools. 

Information about the 
plan can be found on the 
district webpage under 
the heading Bond Elec-
tion 2022. In addition, we 
will be leading two Town 
Hall events in the com-
ing weeks: March 24, 
7:00 p.m. at SHS audito-
rium, and April 12, 7:00 
p.m. at SES Cafeteria. 

Come on out and hear 
the details of the plan. The 
district’s financial adviser 
will be on hand as well to 
discuss finances and tax 
implications for citizens.
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The PRIDE, Letters to the Editor
1100 Ave. K, Shallowater, TX, 79363
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Shallowater Lions ClubShallowater Lions Club  
“We Serve”“We Serve”

Visit our web page: 
http://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/shallowater/index.php 

Like us on Facebook

If you have been looking for a place to serve in 
our community, we would love to have you join 

us at a meeting. 
Second Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at 

the Community Center &
4th Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. (meal) 

at the Community Center.
We are looking for new members to help serve 

our community.  

Page 5 the PRIDE

Shallowater Lions Club is proudly 
represented by Queens, Brandi Estrada and 

Gracie Potter and Princesses, 
Leah Shankles and Taigan Talley

March 2022

WE PROUDLY SUPPORT THE 
MUSTANGS AND FILLIES!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHALLOWATER.AMHERST.DALLAS 

One Commerce Park
Shallowater, TX 79363

806-832-4525
www.fsbshallowater.com

When it comes to growing your business, we
know it takes a lot more than rain and
sunshine.
 
At First State Bank Shallowater, we can
provide you with the additional tools you
might need. Stop by today and find out which
Agricultural Loan is best for you.

Come
Grow
With Us!

Rates and Terms May Vary
All Loans Subject to Credit Approval
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SHS Band Continues to Have Great Success
PRIDE Journalist:  Tristan Castorena
 The Shallowater 
High School Mustang 
Band performed at 
the annual Solo and 
Ensemble competi-
tion on February 19th 
with great success. 
 Solo and Ensem-
ble is a competition 
where students have 
the opportunity to 
perform either a solo, 
ensemble, or both in 
front of a judge, after 
weeks of preparation. 
 For the musi-
cians to advance 
to state, they must 
achieve a rating of 
1. A total of 60+ stu-
dents in various en-
sembles and eight 

The Spirit of W est Texas

Member FDIC  NMLS #: 405716

Lubbock Northwest | 5802 Fourth Street | 797-6500
Lubbock Southeast | 9801 Indiana Avenue | 745-5900

Lubbock Southwest | 6604 Frankford Avenue | 798-5800
www.FirstUnited.BANK    www.SpiritMortgage.net

Pest Control Services

soloists advanced 
to state from Shal-
lowater High School. 
Soloists included 
Tristan Castorena, 
Caden Kaufman, 
Kasen Kitchens, 
Kyson Barber, Len 
Carlson, Colten Out-
land, Landon Day, 
and Addisyn Speck.
 This year marked a 
milestone for the SHS 
Mustang Band, as they 
hit the 1,000th mark 
of students who ad-
vanced to state within 
the past 20 years! The 
students will travel to 
South Texas at the end 
of May to perform at 
the State Solo and En-

semble Competition. 
 The SHS Mustang 
Band also has mem-
bers who had the op-
portunity to perform 
in the ATSSB All 
State Band concert in 
San Antonio with hun-
dreds of other students 
from across the state. 
 Over 70,000 stu-
dents auditioned at 
the Regional level. 
Eleven SHS students 
advanced to Area af-
ter this performance 
in December. Of those 
eleven, three SHS 
students received 
the honor of repre-
senting Shallowater 
ISD at the All State 

Band concert: Em-
ily Lusk on clarinet, 
Tristan Castorena on 
flute, and second-
year qualifier, Caden 
Kaufman on trumpet.
 The Shallowater 
High School Mustang 
Band is full of talent-
ed, hardworking mu-
sicians and directors, 
who show the deep 
Shallowater pride 
wherever they go!
 Congra tu la t ions 
to the band on their 
great accomplish-
ments this year!
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Kyle
Motheral

Kyla
Hamilton

Vohnya
Tongate

Why do you want to serve as a member of the SISD 
Board of Trustees?

I have a true passion for the city of Shallowater and 
Shallowater ISD specifically. I want to help guide the 
coming growth of Shallowater ISD.  My family has 
been involved in education for over 40 years.  I am a 
former educator and coach, and I thoroughly enjoy the 

education process.

What goals would you like to see accomplished in 
SISD over the next two years?

I would like to see a $50 million bond pass May 7, 2022 
and continue to see the district prepare for the immi-
nent growth that is coming.  It is important to maintain 
our High Standard of Excellence across all aspects of 
our school district including academics, athletics, band, 
theater, agriculture, and fine arts.  I would also like to 
ensure teachers and students have all the necessary re-

sources needed to thrive in all academic areas.

What skills, knowledge, experience, etc. can you 
offer the district?

I am a former teacher and coach.  I have learned about 
the education system from a young age.  I watched my 
own father in the roles of teacher, coach, principal and 
superintendent, and he taught me how to build relation-
ships with others.  I genuinely understand how school 
districts works, and I have a tremendous amount of re-
spect for all of those involved.  I am a current business 
owner responsible for staff and maintaining finances.  
I have previously or am currently, serving in a num-
ber of leadership roles within the community includ-
ing Shallowater Education Foundation Board Member 
(2013-2018), Shallowater Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee (Bond) Co-Chair (2021-2022), AD/Head FB Coach 

Hiring Committee Member (2021).

Why do you want to serve as a member of the 
SISD Board of Trustees?

For the last 16 years, I have served on the Little 
League and Youth

Football Boards. I have also been a part of the Ath-
letic and Ag Booster Clubs. I have been

a scout leader for the last 16 years, both locally and 
at the Council level. I have been a

member of the Lions Club for the last 6 years. I 
also volunteer for C.A.S.T. for Kids.

What goals would you like to see accomplished 
in SISD over the next two years?

I feel we have the best faculty, staff, and students 
of any district in the state. I would like to continue 
serving to help ensure that the district has what it 
needs to achieve the level of success that we have 
come to expect. In addition, the school board has 
been working on a growth plan for the last couple 
of years, and I would like to see our plans come to 

fruition.

What skills, knowledge, experience, etc. can 
you offer the district?

In addition to having been on the board for the last 
9 years and working on the growth plan for the 
last couple of years, I have spent the last 10 years 

building new schools in other districts
across the area.

Why do you want to serve as a member of the SISD Board 
of Trustees?

My roots in Shallowater run deep. I was born and raised within 
the community, and I married my high school sweetheart, Cole. 
We knew we would raise our family here. Both my grandmoth-
er and grandfather were employees of the Shallowater ISD for 
many years. My mother-in-law was also a long-standing em-
ployee of the district.  At one time, there were five generations 
of my family living here,  and now there are currently three 
generations that call Shallowater home, with my four children 

being 4th generation students  in the school system.  

What goals would you like to see accomplished in SISD 
over the next two years?

I am running for the SISD Board of Trustees on the belief that 
Shallowater truly is one of the greatest places to raise a family.  
Keeping our students at the forefront of all decisions, adapting 
a long-range plan to accommodate the growing community, 
and advocating for each one of our district faculty are top pri-
orities. I know that this is a wonderful community, and I am 

proud to call Shallowater home.    

What skills, knowledge, experience, etc. can you offer the 
district?

I farm and run multiple businesses based in Shallowater.  I 
am a member of the local Lions Club, an active teacher in the 
children’s ministry at First Baptist Shallowater, current Vice 
President of the Shallowater Intermediate PTO Committee 
working alongside administration and board members and 
have coached several seasons for the Shallowater Youth Bas-

ketball League.  
My entities have been proud financial supporters of many 
community programs including Backpack Buddies, Shallowa-
ter Ag Boosters, Shallowater 4-H, Mustard Seed Ministries, 
Shallowater Education Foundation, Shallowater Youth Foot-
ball and Shallowater Little League. I also spend many hours a 
month volunteering at the Sick Children’s Clinic in Lubbock. 
I serve at both the  state and national levels within different 
commodity groups, currently holding the Director’s seat on 
both the Texas Corn Producers Board and Growers Associa-
tion. I believe the experience of proper parliamentary proce-
dure and the comfort of board room setting will be great assets 
to existing members.  A working relationship with lawmakers 
is part of this role, and I am excited to have the foundational 
footwork in place to easily integrate educational topics and is-
sues into conversations with local, state, and national elected 

representatives.
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600 8TH ST.
SHALLOWATER, TX 79363

(806) 832-0300

8 0 6 - 5 4 4 - 2 2 3 4

C H E L S E A  T I M M E N S
R E A L T O R ®

@ K W R e a l t o r C h e l s e a  

*Each o�ce is independently owned and operated.

March 2022
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Shallowater Animal Clinic
703 Avenue F

(next to 4 Corners Mart)
Dr. Jason Schroeder, 

D.V.M.

Don’t leave it up 
to the pets! 
 Make your 

appointment today!806-832-4111

Office: 806-368-7613
Email: cole@goldeninspc.com

March 2022
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SPOTLIGHTS

Shallowater ISD Teacher Spotlight

Community Member Spotlight

PRIDE Journalist: Erin Klein

PRIDE Journalist: Kyndal Clayton

Shallowater Study Club Spotlight
PRIDE Journalist: Madisen King

March 2022

 Mr. Bob Ferguson 
has been selected as the 
March Teacher Spotlight.
 Mr. Ferguson teach-
es freshman biology 
classes at Shallowater 
High School. He earned 
his degree in science at 

West Texas A&M Uni-
versity and has taught 
physics, dual credit biol-
ogy, and college biology 
before coming to SHS. 
 Mr. Ferguson has al-
ways had a love of teach-
ing and building relation-
ships with his students. “I 
love the energy that they 
bring. I just enjoy getting 
to teach someone some-
thing new every day.” 
 His biggest inspira-
tion has been his students 
in the past, who he says 
still visit him and talk 

to him. “My first group 
of students are now 45 
years old. They’ve got 
new jobs, new mar-
riages, new kids—and I 
still see them. It’s even 
more fun catching up 
with them than just the 
day-to-day happenings. 
The relationships I’ve 
made with my students 
are what keep me going.”
 Thank you to Mr. 
Ferguson for mak-
ing a difference in the 
lives of students at SHS 
each and every day!

 Jane and Bobby 
Blackburn take the stage 
for this month’s Commu-
nity Member Spotlight.
 They have lived in 
Shallowater for fifty-one 
years and actively serve 
the community. Despite 
his retirement, Bobby 
continues to work as a 
substitute teacher and 
Jane campaigns the Meals 
on Wheels program.
 Their humble ori-

gins began in Muleshoe, 
where they were mar-
ried. Jane’s sister owned 
a shop in Shallowater and 
recommended that they 
move here. The Black-
burns hesitantly followed 
her sister’s recommenda-
tion and made the decision 
to move to Shallowater, 
and we are glad they did!
 As it turns out, “It was 
a good move, and we love 
Shallowater,” Jane states. 
“We had the best of three 
worlds.” They were able to 
keep up with their friends 
and family, and know a 
multitude of people both in 
Shallowater and Muleshoe. 
 Jane worked at the 
bank for fifteen years. They 
also owned the grocery 
store, 7-Eleven Super Red. 
In their  time here, they 
have watched Shallowater 

change from a tiny town 
to the growing community 
it is today. She remembers 
older shops such as G.T. 
Doggett’s Insurance Com-
pany, Dalton Potter’s Bar-
ber Shop as well as Velma 
Parker’s Beauty shop, and 
many other stores such 
as the hardware store, su-
permarket, and post office 
where downtown Shal-
lowater is now located. 
“Everything was right 
there and we could just 
walk and mingle around 
out there,” she stated.
 The Blackburns have 
grown into a family of 
generations that have been 
embedded into Shallowa-
ter’s history and com-
munity, and we are ex-
tremely grateful for all that 
they’ve done in our school 
district and community!

 This month, we 
will be spotlighting 
the Shallowater Study 
Club, which is the 
small and connect-
ed group of women, 
who many consider 
the “Founding Fa-
thers of Shallowater!”
 The Study Club 
was started in 1947 and 
is a group of 24 wom-
en who have lived in 
Shallowater for many 
years. The women 
come together once a 
month to get informa-

tion about Shallowater 
from fellow communi-
ty members and to in-
form others about the 
latest news and events 
surrounding the town.
 The group goes 
through a routine of 
starting out with a 
business meeting and 
then moving on to a 
special program. In 
the past, topics have 
ranged anywhere from 
a bible journey to the 
real estate market. 
Contact any member 

of the Study Club if 
you are interested in 
hosting a program.
 This group of 
spectacular women 
also holds fundrais-
ers around the com-
munity. There will 
be a Spring Auction 
during their April 
meeting to auction 
off items like plants 
or gardening tools to 
other members of the 
Club. They have do-
nated the money they 
have made in the past 
to many organizations 
like Mustard Seed 
or Meals on Wheels.
 We are so grate-
ful for these amaz-
ing members of the 
community and look 
forward to seeing 
what the Shallowater 
Study Club does next!
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Art Students Compete in VASE, Davis Wins Gold Medal
PRIDE Journalist: Mia Davidson

Bottom row from left to right:  Xavier Vegara, Jade Barrentine, Alexandra Fuentes-
Baeza, Sara Tucker, Aaron Martinez.  Top row from left to right:  Jakari Davis, Logan 
Schanzenbach, Lily Collis, Mia Davidson, Evelyn Nunez, Nevaeh Alavarado, Alber-
to Leyva, Denise Thompson.  Not pictured:  Preston Johnson and Kamille Reyna-Sosa.

 SHS art students 
recently participat-
ed in their first Vi-

sual Arts Scholas-
tic Event, or VASE. 
 Art teacher Denise 

Thompson entered 
students into the state-
wide competition, and 

she plans on compet-
ing again next year. 
While the competition 
was virtual this year 
due to Covid precau-
tions, VASE plans 
to host art students 
in person in 2023. 
 All students in 
art classes were eli-
gible to participate in 
the VASE competi-
tion. Entries ranged 
from canvas paint-
ings to pencil on pa-
per drawings. Sopho-
more Jakari Davis’ 
realistic grid drawing 
earned a gold medal 

and will advance to 
state competition lat-
er on in the spring. 
 Art students learn 
and practice a wide 
range of styles and 
techniques in class-
es. The amount of 
time each student has 
contributed to their 
works of art is an 
incredible show of 
dedication to the arts. 
“I was a little nervous 
but I enjoyed it. It was 
a lot of work but I’m 
excited I got so many 
pieces entered into it. 
I’m so proud of the stu-

dents who participat-
ed,” Thompson said. 
 Another student 
participating in the 
VASE competition, 
freshman Mia David-
son, feels she grew 
as an artist in a short 
amount of time. “I 
feel like I pushed my-
self to make my work 
better for this con-
test, and I learned a 
lot in general about 
art,” Davidson said. 
Overall, this was a 
great experience for 
Thompson and all the 
students involved.

Choir Solo Ensemble Excited for State Contest 
PRIDE Journalist:  Madisen King

 Several students 
in the SHS Choir 
competed in the 
Solo and Ensemble 
Competition at Mon-
terey High School in 
February. Two Shal-
lowater choir ensem-
bles and soloist, Erin 
Klein, received ones 
for their auditions 
and advanced to the 
state competition in 
Austin this summer.
 An ensemble 
audition requires a 
small group of eight 
or fewer choir stu-
dents to perform a 
memorized song of 
their teachers’ choice 
in front of a judge. 
The group then re-
ceives a score rated 
from one to five, with 
one being the best. 

If the group earns a 
one, they advance 
to state competition. 
A solo audition has 
the same parameters. 
 Choir Director 
Avery Corder  has 
shown immense ap-
preciation and pride 
for her students and 
their accomplish-
ments. “I am so 
pumped about all 
of the students who 
advanced to state. 
They worked so hard 
and put in so many 
hours to prepare for 
this,” Corder said. 
“The trip is going to 
be a blast and a great 
learning experience 
for the students.”
 Each ensemble 
consists of six stu-
dents each. The first 

ensemble (top photo) 
includes freshman 
Ireland Creel, soph-
omores Duece Koll-
man, Raven Tadlock, 
Naomi Conway, and 
seniors Madisen 
King and Zachary 
Ramirez. The sec-
ond ensemble (bot-
tom photo) includes 
freshman Sully Guz-
man, juniors Sierra 
Jurado, Natalie Ar-
guello, Ian Martin, 
and seniors Erin 
Klein and Bailey 
Ogerly. Senior solo-
ist Erin Klein also 
advanced to state. 
 In preparation for 
this audition, these 
students have worked 
incredibly hard to 
learn and memorize 
their pieces, and 

Corder has done her 
very best in teach-
ing her students.
Ensemble mem-
ber Bailey Ogerly 
has not only loved 
performing with 
the group, but she 
looks forward to the 
next step in the en-
semble’s journey. 
“My favorite part is 
the unity between 
my group, and all 
the ensemble mem-
bers, that helped us 
succeed,” Ogerly 
said. “I’m going 
to go have a great 
time in Austin with 
some of my greatest 
friends.” Congratu-
lations to these stu-
dents - we can’t wait 
to hear about their 
success at state!!


