
Shallowater ISD

Return to In-Person Instruction and
Continuity of Services Plan for 21-22

The conditions surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic are continually evolving, and

Shallowater ISD’s Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan will be

evaluated routinely in order to adapt to any trends of the COVID-19 virus, especially in

Lubbock County.

Shallowater ISD will follow recommendations for opening and operation from the Centers

for Disease Control (CDC), the Texas Education Agency, as well as state and local health and

governmental officials.  Circumstances related to COVID-19 may change throughout the

2021-2022 school year, and this document will be updated as conditions change.

The three drivers leading the Shallowater ISD Return to In-Person Instruction and

Continuity of Services Plan are current Texas Governor orders, the multi-stage approach

for managing COVID-19, and funding provided by the Texas Legislature for providing high

quality instruction during the pandemic.

Shallowater ISD will abide by all Texas Governor Orders.  It is SISD’s expectation that

students, staff, and community will comply with all public health procedures described in

this document while engaging in school district activities as per Shallowater ISD’s current

policies, rules, and regulations.

Texas is currently under Executive Order GA-36 issued on 5/18/21 which prohibits

governmental entities and officials from mandating face coverings.
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Shallowater ISD will:

Collaborate with the Lubbock Health Department officials who

conduct contact tracing.

Notify parents and staff about positive cases at their school and at

offices.

Quarantine all staff and students who are ill, symptomatic, or test

positive for COVID-19 as stated in the Department of State Health

Services Rule.

https://dshs.texas.gov/covid19readmission

https://dshs.texas.gov/covid19readmission


Infection Control Measures

● Schools will abide by the Governor’s orders regarding face coverings.

● Physical distances of 3 feet will be encouraged.  Please note that 3 feet of distancing is not

always possible.

● Water fountains will be used for filling water containers only.

● Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle each day.

● Students may not share food or drinks.

● Should personal protective equipment (PPE) be required at any point during the school year, we

encourage students and staff to provide their own, if possible.  When not required, PPE is a

personal choice.

● Hand sanitizer will be available in each classroom at entrances, and throughout common

spaces.

● Students and staff will be expected to regularly wash or sanitize hands.

● Students will have instruction on effective handwashing.

● Students, staff, and visitors will be encouraged to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, and, if

tissues are not available, sneezes should be covered in their elbows.  Used tissues should be

thrown in the trash, hands should be washed immediately with soap and water for at least 20

seconds, or hand sanitizer should be used.

Health Screenings

● Staff will self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms before coming onto campus each day.

● Parents/guardians are expected to screen their students for COVID-19 symptoms each day prior

to sending their students to school.

● Teachers and staff will monitor students throughout the school day and refer the student

showing symptoms to the school nurse.  The school nurse, or designee, will complete a

screening and contact parents as needed.

● Upon signing in, visitors are attesting they do not have any COVID-19 symptoms or have come

into close contact with an individual who is test-confirmed with COVID-19 in the past 14 days.

Campus Operations

● Hand sanitizer will be available in each classroom, at entrances, and throughout common

spaces.

● Campuses will be disinfected daily with special attention to high-touch surfaces.

Learning Environments

● Desks and tables will be arranged to maximize space between students.

● Staff will have access to disinfecting supplies to sanitize high-touch surfaces and students will

share in this responsibility.



Breakfast/Lunch

● Cafeteria staff will follow health and safety protocols.

● Students are prohibited from sharing food or drink and staff will monitor to the extent possible.

● All tables will be sanitized between lunches.

Transportation

● SISD will continue to provide bus transportation, but parents are encouraged to transport their

children when possible, as it is the safest means of transportation due to COVID-19.

● All buses will be sanitized daily between trips, and efforts will be made to provide for social

distancing.

● When weather allows, bus windows will be partially open during routes to provide for

additional ventilation.

● Students who do not abide by transportation guidelines and staff directives will be subject to

suspension from bus riding privileges.

Visitors

● In order to maintain the safest environment possible, parents/guardians are asked not to drop

students off at the school entry.  Students will enter the building with staff supervision at doors.

● Parents/guardians may check-in at the school office to eat lunch with their child one time per

week (no more than two visitors per child).  Visitors will sign-in at the office, wait in the

cafeteria for the class, and exit the campus when the class returns to the room after lunch.

● Classrooms will not be open for visitation, except by invitation.

● Parents may, when asked by staff, attend campus meetings concerning their child, as long as

COVID-19 screening protocol has taken place.

District Procedures Related to COVID-19

● Students or staff who present with symptoms. will be evaluated and assessed by the campus

nurse, or designee.

● If COVID-19 symptoms are present, the staff member or student exhibiting symptoms will be

sent home.

● As provided in this Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Rule,

https://dshs.texas.gov/covid19readmission , school systems must exclude students from

attending school in person who are actively sick with COVID-19 or who have received a positive

test result for COVID-19. Parents must ensure they do not send a child to school on campus if

the child has COVID-19 symptoms or is test-confirmed with COVID-19, until the conditions for

re-entry are met.

● According to CDC guidance, individuals, students and staff, who are vaccinated, or have had

confirmed COVID within the last three months, are not considered close contacts and do not

need to quarantine.

● While students are not required to quarantine due to close contact, parents may opt to

quarantine 5 days and then return if there are no symptoms.

https://dshs.texas.gov/covid19readmission


● Should an unvaccinated staff member be determined to have been in close contact with

someone COVID confirmed, they will be tested daily for 7 days from exposure (weekends

excluded).  If they receive a negative COVID test each day, they may remain at school.  If they do

not test, they are required to complete the 10 day quarantine.

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/covid/SY-20-21-Public-Health-Guidance.pdf

Notification Procedures Related to COVID-19

● Updated case numbers will be posted on our website at: www.shallowaterisd.net daily in order

to keep current information available to our community.

● Parents will be notified if there is a positive case of COVID-19 in their child’s classroom if the

classroom is self-contained.  We will also attempt to determine close contacts in

departmentalized grades. At the very least, as stated above, all cases are posted daily.

● If an individual who has been at school is test-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school must

notify the Lubbock County Health Department.

● Upon receipt of information that any staff member, student, or visitor at a school is

test-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school must submit a report to the Texas Education

Agency the following Monday.

SISD Multi-Stage Approach for Managing COVID-19

The strategies described in this document will be used in SISD to lessen the exposure to COVID-19.

Additional strategies may be implemented as required or recommended by an executive order issued

by the Governor or directives from the Texas Education Agency or the Lubbock County Health

Department as well as input by SISD administration.

Circumstances related to COVID-19 may change throughout the coming school year, and SISD will

continue to keep all parents/guardians informed in a timely manner if/when conditions change.

Thank you for your support in being a part of the SISD CLASS Team and keeping our students healthy

and in school!

Updated 9/22/2021
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