
Parent
Information

Seminar
1



Instructional Approaches

 Multisensory

 Process-Oriented

 Systematic, Sequential & Cumulative

 Meaning-Based
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instructional approaches are used throughout the program.  They are:	Multisensory – using at least 3 modalities of learning	Process-Oriented – procedures/strategies taught	Systematic, sequential and cumulative – info given	Meaning-based – stresses that word parts have  meaning



Direct Instruction

• alphabet skills

• decoding

• fluency

• phonemic awareness

• spelling

• comprehension skills
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lessons include instruction in the following. Let’s look at each one in more detail.



Alphabet Instruction

 recognition

 sequencing

 alphabetizing practice

 accent
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Letter recognitionSequencingAlphabetizing practiceAccent – lays a foundation for reading 2 syllable wordsCan stop at this point and do a demo lesson with the 3D letters and alphabet strip.



Decoding Instruction

Coding Marks
Example: ü  breve                               

•  macron

Decoding is looking at letters and 
translating them into speech sounds.  

Links all the letters and sounds                
in English.

26 letters, 44 sounds, 98 letters 
and letter clusters
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Strategies taught during the decoding instruction part is to help a student read more accurately.  �Because…”decoding is looking…”Describe code marks: breve – for short vowel sounds, macron in for the long vowel soundsOpt. - Demonstrate by coding: She has a big dog.  		         I see a big pink bug.



Fluency Instruction

 RAP Repeated Accurate Practice 
 Instant Words
 Timed readings for rate
 Repeated readings for 
smoothness

Fluency is reading accurately at a 
smooth and even pace.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
During fluency instruction students are encouraged to become more automatic.  Immediate corrective feedback is given.Because…”Fluency…”This is done through the use of …Each of the practices will be discussed in detail later.



Phonemic Awareness
Instruction

 Increases sensitivity to how we 
make the sounds
What happens with our tongue, teeth, 
lips, air, voice and how does it feel?

 Increases appreciation that sounds 
make syllables, that make words, 
that form sentences
 Develops ability to separate, blend 
and manipulate sounds in words 7

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Phonemic awareness instruction focuses again on accuracy and automaticity by “increasing..”During PA I, the student is taught how to accurately identify “what happens..”During PA II, the student “develops …” by insertion, deletion, or switch sounds within a word. Demo. a lesson using sound pictures (twins and nasals). 



Spelling Instruction
 Links the 44 sounds in English 

with the letter or letters that 
represent those sounds

 Direct Instruction:
 spelling generalizations
 spelling rules
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Demo. a word with the prep.1S b.w. (V)F(k)=ck truck



Shared Responsibilities 
Among 

Parents, Students,
and Therapist 

Increase Student 
Success
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Part II- Home to school and school to home communication.Parents work together with therapist and student.



School to Home 
Communication

Record of:
 Daily observations of classroom 
 behaviors that lead to success
 Therapist comments

Weekly Classroom Observations

* Parent signature indicates
checklist was read.
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Citizenship
Grade

Parent 
Signature

27 28 29 30

September
3

No School Labor Day

4 5 6 7

10 11 12 13 14

17 18 19 20 21

24 25 26 27 28

October
1

2 3 4 5
End of Six Weeks

Final Grade

Super Sweet Behavior
Communication Chart



Home to School 
Communication

Record of: 
Home Practice
Reading Minutes 

Parent verifies completed assignments 
with initials.
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Reading Log
Record of Minutes Read Aloud

• Date and Title

• Parent/Other reading to student

• Student reading aloud 

Minimum 15 minutes of Oral Reading daily; 
may be a combination of student reader plus 
other, including books on tape.

13

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Filed directly behind the calendar is the reading log.
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Parent Support Role

• Classroom assignments
• Take Flight assignments
• Reading log

 Oral Reading Log
 Calendar/Parent Initials

Complete homework assignments 
together
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Homework sent home is put in the front of the student’s take home binder and returning communication is put in the back.  After the homework assignment has been completed, it is filed in the student’s binder behind the appropriate divider.  This is a great tool for teaching organizational skills.



Handwriting Practice

 begins at a consistent starting point 
for each letter
 reduces reversals of letters
 provides unique letter shapes

Lower Case Cursive Handwriting
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cursive handwriting is encouraged because …However, if you have older students and they already have an easy to write/easy to read writing style, there is no reason to force cursive.  But if they are struggling with just getting the letters formed, then practice in this area would greatly benefit the student.
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Handwriting Directions
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Instant Word Practice

Purpose:
• provide repeated practice of the300 
words presented in groups of ten

• develop rapid, accurate word 
recognition

Instant words are a list of 300 
words that occur frequently in 
reading.
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Remind App is for 
teachers to text 
announcements and 
parents to text messages 
to teachers.
Class Dojo App is a 
reward system for student 
behavior and homework.



Read Aloud to Your Child

Purpose:
• connect pleasure with reading
• exposure to quality literature
• provide a good reading model
• increase vocabulary
• expand background knowledge

*Minimum of 15 minutes per day*
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reading aloud to your child for a minimum of 15 min. per day is in addition to the reading log activity.Because …



Comprehension Instruction

Strategies:
• Preview and Predict
• Identify important information
• Develop self-correcting strategies

Comprehension is getting meaning 
from what is read.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Previously you were shown the tool used during comprehension instruction in class.  As a parent, you can use these same strategies to …



Preview and Predict
• Discuss the title and author
• Look for picture clues
• Read first one or two paragraphs and ask 
questions such as:

 “What do I know and what do I 
still need to know?”

 “What do I think this story will 
be about?”
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Identify Important Information

• Who?
• What?
• When?
• Where?
• Why?
• How?
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Develop Self-Monitoring 
Strategies

• “Did that make sense?”
• “What does that word mean?”
• “What else do I need to know?”
• “I wonder. . .?”

As you read, ask yourself 
questions.
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Create a successful read 
aloud experience.

Enthusiasm

Expression

Animation

Enjoyment
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Create a successful read 
aloud experience.

• Establish a daily routine

• Eliminate interruptions

• Enjoy first and then teach

• Examine the illustrations

• Explore the story further
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“There are no right or wrong ways to 
read aloud, but anything you can do to make 
the experience more fun will encourage your 
kids to love reading for the long term.”

“The love of reading is created by the 
emotional sparks between a child, a book, 
and the person reading.  It isn’t achieved by 
the book alone, nor by the child alone, nor 
by the adult who’s reading aloud – it’s the 
relationship winding between all three, 
bringing them together in easy harmony.”

- Mem Fox, author 29
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