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Mustang and Fillie Basketball Has Unforgettable Year
PRIDE Journalist: Dalton Baldridge

 Both the Mustang and 
Fillie basketball teams have 
completed an outstanding and 
memorable 2020-2021 season.
 The Fillies started their 
playoff run against Dalhart. 
Bree Brattain and Tynli Harris 
led the team with a combined 
41 points. The Fillies ended 
Dalhart’s season and contin-
ued on to the next round af-
ter a 59-46 victory. The Fillies 
then met up with Littlefield 
in the Area Championship 
game. Brattain, Harris, and 
Taylor Moravcik contributed 
a combined 37 points and 
22 rebounds to a 68-31 win 
over the Lady Wildcats. The 
Regional Quarterfinal game 
against Canadian was a nail-
biter, but the Fillies stayed 
strong and finished the battle 
with a 55-47 victory. Next 
up came Jim Ned in the Re-

gional Semifinal game at 
Childress High School. Shal-
lowater won 55-34. Brattain 
highlighted the night with 
16 points, Moravcik grabbed 
10 rebounds, and Willer led 
the team with four assists.
 And finally, the highly 
anticipated matchup against 
Brownfield came in the Re-
gional Championship game. 
The Frenship Tiger Pit 
roared with cheering crowds 
throughout the game as the 
two teams fought for their 

fate to continue on. The two 
teams fought back and forth 
the entire game, and started 
the fourth quarter tied 38-
38. Brownfield came into 
the quarter hot with shots by 
Ramirez and Blackwell mak-
ing the score 43-38. Seniors 
Tynli Harris, Taylor Moravcik 
and the rest of the Fillies were 
determined to not go down 

without a fight. The two se-
niors contributed seven points 
in the final quarter, however 
it wasn’t enough to match 
Brownfield’s twelve. The final 
score was 50-45 in Brown-
field’s favor and the 2020-2021 
Fillie’s journey came to an end. 
 Some notable achieve-
ments for the Fillies this 
season were Coach Darden 
and the Fillies’ 1,000th win, 
Tynli Harris’ 1,300 career 
points, Coach Darden’s 25th 
straight Bi-District win, 

and 36 consecutive wins for 
the Fillies since last season.
 Senior Taylor Moravcik 
reflected on her career as a Fil-
lie stating, “Tradition and leg-
acy is what this program has 
been built on. It all starts with 
Coach Darden. The amount 
of work, time, heart, and love 
he puts into this program is 
mind blowing. We cannot for-
get about our right hand lady, 
Coach Taylor. She is amazing 
and holds us all together. My 
time as a Fillie has been noth-
ing short of AMAZING. From 
my freshman to senior year I 
have been living a dream and 
have never wanted it to end. It 
has been an honor to have got-
ten to play with so many ex-
traordinary young women. If 
I could, I would relive this ex-
perience over and over again.”
     The Mustangs had equal 
success in their playoff run. 
They concluded their district 
play as undefeated District 
Champions. Their first playoff 
game came against Dalhart 
in the Bi-District Champion-
ship. Shallowater controlled 
the entire game and won 96-
40 with the help of Caden 
Gillespie’s 21 point perfor-
mance and Mason Eaker’s 
six rebounds and three as-
sists. The Area Championship 

game came against Lamesa. 
The Mustangs once again con-
trolled the game and finished 
the game with a huge 103-48 
win. Keiran Elliott led the 
Mustangs with 25 points and 
10 rebounds, and Cason Stall-
ings contributed four assists. 
The Dimmitt Bobcats were 
next on the Mustangs’ playoff 
stint. This game was a big de-
fensive game for both teams. 
The Mustangs were able to 
pull away with a 51-28 vic-
tory. The Mustangs then faced 
Peaster in the Regional Semi-
final championship game. 
They came into the game 
seeking revenge as Peaster 
beat the Mustangs in the Re-
gional Championship in 2020. 
Shallowater had huge first, 
second and fourth quarters 
and finished the game with 
a 77-62 victory earning an-
other gold ball. Elliott gained 
another double double (19 
points and 20 rebounds) and 
Gillespie contributed 6 assists. 
 The Regional Champion-
ship game came against the 
Brock Eagles. The Mustangs 
were ready to face the team 
they beat in the Regional 
Semifinals last year. The first 
half ended 25-20 in Brock’s 
favor, but that wasn’t enough 
to keep the Mustangs from 

fighting back. They came back 
from halftime ready to battle 
and ended up tying up the ball 
game 33-33. The crowd roared 
as the fourth quarter began 
and the Mustangs entered the 
court. Jakari Davis, Elliott, 
Gillespie, Eaker, and Garrett 
contributed 13 points in the 
final quarter, however the 
fate of the Mustangs’ season 
ended as Brock’s free throws 
brought them ahead 49-46 in 
the final seconds of the game.
 Senior, Caden Gillespie 
was a key leader for the Mus-
tangs this season and stated, 
“This season really showed 
people how much of a family 
we were. Anytime a team mate 
was down, a brother would 
come and pick them up. Even 
though we ended a little earlier 
than we wanted, we were all re-
ally proud of what we accom-
plished and were really happy 
with the family we created.”
 The Mustangs concluded 
their season with a 23-4 re-
cord, 15 consecutive wins, 
and undefeated in district. 
 We could not be more 
proud of the Mustangs and 
Fillies for their great accom-
plishments and for represent-
ing Shallowater ISD so well on 
and off the basketball court. 
Great things are yet to come!
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2021 School Board Meetings:
January 18th (6:30 p.m.)

February 15th (6:30 p.m.) 
March 8th (6:30 p.m.)
April 19th (6:30 p.m.)
May 17th (6:30 p.m.)

All school board meetings are conducted at Shallowater ISD 
Central Office which is located at 1100 Ave. K, Shallowater, Texas 79363

March 2021

Springtime Independence

As the days stretch longer and warmer weather blusters its way into our West Texas 
landscape, we can feel the yearn for outdoor activities we love and the enjoyment of 
sharing them with other people. In fact, isn’t that really what life is about--sharing 

it with our family and our community? The last few weeks we have felt the anniver-
sary of the days when our lives shut down due to a pandemic we didn’t understand 
and knew little about. It was a hard time for all of us, and one we will share with the 

generations after us.

Slowly, last summer, we in Texas emerged from our shell to try some things out. I 
came to Shallowater just in time to help lead the efforts back to school. We didn’t 
know how it would go, and we learned along the way. We remained committed to 
being creative in providing as many of our cherished school experiences as pos-

sible after several months of loss. And we had fun--despite moving events outdoors, 
wearing masks, and counting the capacity of crowds. We celebrated, we cheered-
-sometimes virtually, we shared life together--even with COVID lurking near us.  

When the Governor recently announced Independence for businesses and from 
masks, it rallied many Texas spirits. We believe in Independence--making our 

own way in the world, and we know with independence comes responsibility and 
respect. One of the hallmarks of West Texas communities is the way we respect and 

care for our friends and neighbors. Let’s remember, as the virus still lingers, that 
choosing to wear a mask can still make a difference, and our Governor strongly 

encourages it. Let’s continue to pull together for the benefit of our kids and com-
munity. I so appreciate the support you have provided all year in working with us to 

keep our kids in school and doing the things we love. I look forward, with you, to 
an open and caring springtime, full of opportunities!
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WE PROUDLY SUPPORT THE 
MUSTANGS AND FILLIES!

March 2021
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SISD Teacher Wins Classroom Cash Giveaway SHS Senior Creates Army Tank Replica

SHS FCCLA Earns Spot at State Competition

PRIDE Journalist: Brooklyn Haynes PRIDE Journalist: Jenna Willer

PRIDE Journalist: Sarah Harbison

 Shallowater Family, 
Career and Communi-
ty Leaders of America 
(FCCLA) has had a re-
cord year with 48 mem-
bers and 36 competitors.
 Students competed 
at the annual Regional 
Conference on Febru-
ary 12th virtually due 
to COVID-19 and in-
clement weather condi-
tions. Projects ranged 
from saving bees to 
educating children. 
Competitors either 
competed nonver-

bally through a board 
based competition, 
spotlight on projects, 
or through a presenta-
tion based competition 
known as STAR events.
 Shallowater FCCLA 
members spent months 
preparing for their 
competitions. From late 
night practices to com-
municating with differ-
ent community leaders, 
Shallowater FCCLA 
members put in many 
hours of hard work. 
 As they worked on 

their projects, students 
learned crucial life 
skills from time man-
agement to communi-
cation. This hard work 
set them apart from 
their competition and 
earned students a ticket 
to state. Shallowater had 
5 STAR event groups 
and one Spotlight on 
Project who earned 
a spot to compete at 
state: Addison Flem-
ing, Chloe Hendrick, 
Jaden Bobo, Mckenzi 
Cook, Anaby Flem-
ing, Mia St.Clair, Alee 
Roberts,Tynli Harris, 
and Georgia Neudorf 
(not pictured). Addi-
tionally, Jaycee Benton 
will be representing 
Shallowater ISD and 
Shallowater FCCLA as 
an elected region offi-
cer. SHS senior, Sarah 
Harbison, completed 
her term as a region of-
ficer. We are so proud 
of Shallowater FCCLA!

 Shallowater High 
School continues to 
succeed in making stu-
dents’ visions come 
true. Senior, Zander 
Morrison, is a perfect 
example of a dream 
becoming a reality. 
 Morrison is in-
volved in a woodshop 
class at SHS taught by 
Dean Price. Mr. Price 
played a role in help-
ing Morrison make 

his dream come true.
 “I have always 
wanted to build an 
Army Tank, ever since 
my grandpa taught me 
about them when I was 
little,” Morrison stated. 
 After researching 
more and more, Mor-
rison decided he was 
going to build a fully 
functioning Army Tank 
replica on his own. 
He planned his whole 

project out, piece by 
piece. He coordinated 
with Mr. Price on the 
proper materials to 
include in this proj-
ect and got to work.
 After months of 
hard work, Morrison’s 
vision has become a re-
ality. A huge thank you 
to Mr. Price for bringing 
students’ visions to life 
and walking alongside 
them the entire way!

 Every year, the Texas 
Tech Credit Union hosts 
a Classroom Cash Give-
away. Teachers all over the 
South Plains text a code to 
TTCU and are entered to 
win a cash prize from the 
Texas Tech Credit Union. 
 The Business Develop-
ment Director at TTCU, 
Tyler Young, explained, 
“The Classroom Cash 
was established to sup-
port teachers and the in-
vestment they make into 
their classroom.  It’s our 
hope that these funds can 

be used to enhance learn-
ing opportunities and 
open up new possibilities 
in classroom instruction.”
 Shallowater Interme-
diate’s, Mrs. Sara Bading, 
was one of the lucky win-
ners of this cash prize! Mrs. 
Bading said, “I was excited 
to be picked as the winner, 
and felt very lucky to have 
been awarded money to 
spend on my classroom!”
 Funding a classroom 
can be very expensive, so 
this gives her a great op-
portunity to buy some of 

the things she has always 
wished for! She is hoping 
to purchase a math com-
puter program and math 
manipulative games for her 
class; this would be very 
beneficial in strengthening 
her students’ math skills.
 Mrs. Bading also stat-
ed, “I would like to give a 
big thank you to the Texas 
Tech Credit Union for 
funding this award and al-
lowing teachers to have a 
little bit extra cash to spend 
on our classrooms. I also 
want to thank all the other 
teachers, paraprofessionals, 
and staff in this district who 
work tirelessly educating, 
caring for, and feeding our 
students each and every 
day. I am lucky to work with 
so many amazing people.”
 Mr. Young states that 
this giveaway is just one 
way TTCU can say thank 
you to life changing teach-
ers, so thank you Mrs. Bad-
ing and congratulations! 

Pictured left to right: Anita Hebert, Mary Hughes, 
Tyler Young, Sara Bading, and Sherry Oliver

March 2021



Shallowater Lions ClubShallowater Lions Club  
“We Serve”“We Serve”

Visit our web page: 
http://www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/shallowater/index.php 

Like us on Facebook

If you have been looking for a place to serve in 
our community, we would love to have you join 

us at a meeting. 
Second Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at 

the Community Center &
4th Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m. (meal) 

at the Community Center.
We are looking for new members to help serve 

our community.  
Feel free to join us at a meeting.

Page 5 the PRIDE

Shallowater Lions Club is proudly 
represented by Queen, Kate Munson, 

and Princess, Madelyn Arney.

One Commerce Park
Shallowater, TX 79363

806-832-4525
www.fsbshallowater.com

First State Bank Shallowater has beenFirst State Bank Shallowater has beenFirst State Bank Shallowater has beenFirst State Bank Shallowater has been
serving the people of Shallowater for 60serving the people of Shallowater for 60serving the people of Shallowater for 60serving the people of Shallowater for 60

years. No one understands the needs of theyears. No one understands the needs of theyears. No one understands the needs of theyears. No one understands the needs of the
local community, our community, betterlocal community, our community, betterlocal community, our community, betterlocal community, our community, better

than us. And our goal today is the same as itthan us. And our goal today is the same as itthan us. And our goal today is the same as itthan us. And our goal today is the same as it
was when we opened our doors six decadeswas when we opened our doors six decadeswas when we opened our doors six decadeswas when we opened our doors six decades

ago: to provide you with the very bestago: to provide you with the very bestago: to provide you with the very bestago: to provide you with the very best
financial services. Thank you, forfinancial services. Thank you, forfinancial services. Thank you, forfinancial services. Thank you, for

supporting us over the last 60 years. Assupporting us over the last 60 years. Assupporting us over the last 60 years. Assupporting us over the last 60 years. As
always, we’re working for you!always, we’re working for you!always, we’re working for you!always, we’re working for you!

HOME HOME HOME HOME GROWN.

March 2021
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2021 School Board Candidates
Bilinda Kay
McCutcheon

Brice
Foster

Bilinda K. McCutcheon
SISD Board of Trustee Candidate 2021 Biography

Name: Bilinda K. McCutcheon
Spouse: Willis
Children: Will and Wes
How many years have you been a resident of SISD? 7
Profession: Education Specialist at ESC Region 17
Education: 4 Year University
Degrees: Master

Community Activities: 
I am on the Shallowater ISD School Board and I am involved in various activities at my 
church.

Why do you want to serve as a member of the SISD Board of Trustees?
I am honored to serve on the SISD Board of Trustees. My main focus is on the students and 
staff at Shallowater ISD and as a board member, I want to ensure that decisions made are in 
their best interests while also being fiscally responsible to our community. I just completed 
a successful campaign in November of 2020 so you know education is my passion. I have 31 
years of experience in public education and the private sector. I continue to be involved in 
education at Region 17 Education Service Center working with districts with their Title IV 
funding and school safety. This makes me uniquely qualified to help with the challenges we 
are currently facing in public education. Our district continues to be one of the top districts in 
the state and I want us to continue in this direction. The key to this is maintaining the quality 
staff at SISD and providing them all the resources and tools needed to ensure their success.

What goals would you like to see accomplished in SISD over the next 2 years?
My passions and goals in education remain the same as in my November 2020 campaign:
• Retain the quality educators at SISD.
• Maintain our facilities.
• Continue a high level of safety and security for our students and staff.
• Ensure that our students and staff have the technology and resources for blended learn-

ing and 1:1 devices for all students.
• Produce students that are college and career ready with access to courses for dual credit 

and certifications.
• Sustain our A+ school district with wise and responsible use of district funds, while 

adapting to the evolving needs of our students.

What skills, knowledge and experience can you offer to the District?
I have been in public education for 23 years serving as a classroom teacher, reading specialist, 
GT teacher/coordinator and assistant principal. I have also worked in the education industry 
in the development and implementation of a personalized learning solution for schools and 
in analyzing data to improve instruction. I am currently employed by Region 17 ESC as an 
Education Specialist where I work with district personnel regarding Title IV, Part A funding 
and school safety improvements. I know first-hand the obstacles teachers and administrators 
face on a daily basis. But more importantly, I am a parent and grandparent. I wanted the best 
educational atmosphere for my kids and now for my grandson. I have the experience and I 
am prepared to make hard decisions for SISD to continue moving us forward on the path of 
academic excellence.

Brice Foster
SISD Board of Trustee Candidate 2021 Biography

Name: Brice Foster
Spouse: Kristin Foster
Children: Emma Kate (7th), Easton (5th), Evan (2nd), and Eliot (K)
How many years have you been a resident of SISD? 5 years
Profession: Senior Vice President, Mortgage Director - First United Bank
Education: 4 Year University
Degrees: Master

Community Activities: 
• Shallowater ISD Board of Trustees - Secretary
• Shallowater Education Foundation - Board Member, Fundraiser
• Shallowater Youth Football / Basketball - Board Member, Coach Volunteer
• First Baptist Church Shallowater - Member / Volunteer
• Covenant Health Foundation - Vice Chairman
• Lubbock Association of Realtors - Associate Member
• West Texas Homebuilders Association - Associate Member

Why do you want to serve as a member of the SISD Board of Trustees?
The reason I serve, and want to continue serving, can be summed up in three words … I love kids! As a 
father of four children and the recipient of a small-town West Texas public education, I desire to continue 
leveraging my passion for kids and my professional experience to help Shallowater ISD ensure all students 
reach their highest potential and are prepared to be the leaders, entrepreneurs and workforce of tomor-
row.

Over the course of the past three years, I have witnessed the heart our educators have for our children and 
want to ensure we celebrate and support them as our community’s most valuable resource. I was blessed 
as a student by loving educators and I credit any success I have had as an adult to my public education. I 
would be honored to return this blessing for another three years on the Shallowater Board of Trustees. 

What goals would you like to see accomplished in SISD over the next 2 years?
My goals over the next 2+ years mirror the goals adopted by the Board of Trustees and Superintendent. 
(Summarized Below) These goals are grounded in the SISD Belief Statements. I look forward to sharing 
these goals with our community in the coming months and value your continued feedback as we plan for 
the future.
Continue long-range growth planning that honors the history and traditions of Shallowater ISD while 
maintaining the highest quality academics, athletics and facilities.
Support, recognize and retain our amazing Educators.
Expand High School course offerings and refine systems to ensure Pre-Kindergarten through 8th Grade 
meet/exceed standards in core courses.
Implement support systems for 1:1 technology for everyday learning.
Ensure student and staff safety in all settings.

What skills, knowledge and experience can you offer to the District?
My experience serving as a Trustee the past three years has refined my knowledge in school finance, 
budgeting, organization structures, and most importantly the role a Trustee plays in preparing our 
children for lives full of opportunity. During our monthly board meetings, I do my best to pull from my 
background in financial services and management, as well as past leadership experience for the good of 
Shallowater ISD and all its stakeholders. I plan to continue to leverage the relationships I have built with 
our State Legislators to ensure public education remains a priority and advocate for the interests of Shal-
lowater ISD. 

Finally, it is my faith, love as a father, responsibility as a leader, and commitment as a volunteer that will 
continue to benefit the District most. Thank you for the trust you have placed in me over the past three 
years. It would be an honor to serve you for another term.

March 2021
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2021 School Board Candidates
Anthony
Foerster

Aaron
Morris

Anthony Foerster
SISD Board of Trustee Candidate 2021 Biography

Name: Anthony Foerster
Spouse: Tanya Foerster
Children: Gunner, Garret & Calan Foerster and Cutter & Khaki Bishop
How many years have you been a resident of SISD? Lifetime
Profession: Banker
Education: 4 Year University
Degrees: Bachelor of Science

Community Activities: 
First Baptist Church Shallowater - current member
SISD Board of Trustees - current member
Shallowater Ag Boosters - current member
Shallowater Schools Site-base Committee - past member
Young City Park - past community board member
Shallowater Little League - past treasurer, member and coach
Shallowater Youth Football League - past president, member and coach
Caprock AMBUCS - past member
Texas Farm Bureau - past board member

Why do you want to serve as a member of the SISD Board of Trustees?
I am a lifetime resident of Shallwoater and I have a true passion for this community 
and this school. I want to provide leadership and support to maintain the highest 
level of quality education for all students in the district.

Shallowater is facing upcoming growth challenges and I have experience with 
problem solving and management that will assist in creating logical solutions to 
meet these needs. All my kids have attended or are attending SISD and I have a 
deep passion for the success of this school.

What goals would you like to see accomplished in SISD over the next 2 years?
It is extremely important to maintain a balanced school budget and I have confi-
dence in our current board and administration that we all have this as a main pri-
ority and goal. Additionally, as mentioned above, I want to work toward solutions 
and see success to embrace our upcoming growth while continuing top-quality 
education for our students.

What skills, knowledge and experience can you offer to the District?
By having nine years of experience serving on the SISD Board of Trustees, I have 
learned an immense amount about how the school system works. I also serve as 
SVP/Branch Manager at a local bank in Shallowater and have experience with 
people, problems, successes and strategies. I understand finance and use my knowl-
edge and experience toward my duties as a school board member.

Aaron Morris
SISD Board of Trustee Candidate 2021 Biography

Name: Aaron Morris
Spouse: Sarah Morris
Children: Kambell, Kennedi, and Karter Morris
How many years have you been a resident of SISD? 32 years
Profession: Self Employed
Education: 4 Year University
Degrees: Bachelor of Arts

Community Activities: 
President of Shallowater Youth Basketball - 5 years

Why do you want to serve as a member of the SISD Board of Trustees?
I have been a Shallowater resident most of my life. My children are 4th generation Shal-
lowater. I want to continue to make  Shallowater a place where students and teachers suc-
ceed. 

What goals would you like to see accomplished in SISD over the next 2 years?
I would like to see Shallowater ISD hire and retain the best educators possible. I would also 
like to establish a growth plan for our growing district.

What skills, knowledge and experience can you offer to the District?
I am a successful business owner with Shallowater roots. Being from Shallowater, I want to 
honor and keep traditions alive, while embracing the growth and future of Shallowater ISD.

March 2021
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TRUITT GARLAND

CUSTOM HOMES
CONSTRUCTION

Truitt Garland

806.441.5693

tgchomes@yahoo.com

*Each o�ce is independently owned and operated.

The    helsea Timmens Team

806.544.2234

@kwchelseatimmens

@kwchelseatimmens

(806) 832-4566
sycamorefamilymedicine.com

Brian Carreon, M.D.
Cara Baker, FNP-C

Mackenzi Eberly, FNP-C, PNP

1502 12th St. Unit A
Shallowater, TX 79363

March 2021
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Shallowater Animal Clinic
703 Avenue F

(next to 4 Corners Mart)
Dr. Jason Schroeder, 

D.V.M.

Don’t leave it up 
to the pets! 
 Make your 

appointment today!806-832-4111

Office: 806-368-7613
Email: cole@goldeninspc.com

March 2021
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SHS to be Represented in All-State Band All Choir Solos and Ensembles
Advance to StatePRIDE Journalist: Madisen King

 In January, hun-
dreds of students 
across the state audi-
tioned for All-State 
Band. Out of these 
students, three of Shal-
lowater High School’s 
very own talented 
musicians qualified!
 These students 
were senior Bethany 
Duesterhaus (clari-
net), senior Brooklyn 
Haynes (french horn), 

and sophomore Caden 
Kaufman (trumpet). 
Each student submitted 
a recorded video of their 
performance to the State 
judges. These judges 
then watched hun-
dreds of videos before 
choosing who qualified, 
and these three stu-
dents came out on top!
 When asked why 
they wanted to make the 
All-State band, Bethany 

Duesterhaus had a fam-
ily legacy she wanted 
to continue. “I watched 
both of my older sisters 
try out for this band, 
and it’s something I 
have always wanted to 
do, so it’s something I 
have worked very hard 
for all four years of 
high school. I am glad 
I gotten to do it twice.” 
 Brooklyn Haynes 
also has some career 
goals that All-State 
Band will help her with. 
“I want to go into mu-
sic education in col-
lege, so it is a great 
opportunity for me 
to learn a lot from it.”
 Shallowater ISD 
is so proud of these 
three students for their 
hard work toward this 
great accomplishment!

PRIDE Journalist: Chloe Davis

 The Shallowater 
High School Choir, di-
rected by Avery Corder, 
has had another incred-
ibly successful season as 
all of the organization’s 
soloists and ensembles 
have qualified to virtu-
ally attend the State Solo 
and Ensemble compe-
tition later in the year! 
 After weeks of prac-
tices both during and 
after school, their hard 
work and dedication fi-

nally paid off on the day 
of competition. On Feb-
ruary 6th, Shallowater 
Choir had many soloists 
and group ensembles per-
form in front of a judge to 
determine if they could 
move on to the state com-
petition.After each group 
and solo performed and 
was given feedback from 
the judge, results showed 
that every solo and en-
semble was awarded 1’s 
for their performances, 

qualifying each of them 
for the state competition!
 Maygan Hinsley, a 
senior choir and solo and 
ensemble member, says 
she “feel[s] very confi-
dent in this competition 
season. Shallowater choir 
has attended the state 
competition for the past 
three years and has be-
come a family that always 
strives to be better,” says 
Hinsley. Hinsley has also 
been able to call choir her 
“home away from home” 
and is eager to continue 
her season with such an 
incredible group that 
shares her love of music.
 Congratulations to 
the Shallowater Choir 
on your outstanding 
achievements so far 
this season, and good 
luck as you move on to 
the state competition!

Pictured left to right: Ethan Klein, Zack Ramirez, Duece Kollman, Erin 
Klein, Charisma Olivas, and Maygan Hinsley. Not pictured: Gracie Potter

Pictured left to right: Caden Kaufman, Brook-
lyn Haynes, and Bethany Duesterhaus

March 2021



Page 11 the PRIDE
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PRIDE Journalist: Mikayla Shires PRIDE Journalist: Erin Klein

Community Member Spotlight

SPOTLIGHTS

PRIDE Journalist: Kyndal Clayton

 This month’s SISD 
teacher spotlight is the 
outstanding fifth grade 
reading and ELA teach-
er, Mrs. Kasey Preston. 
 Mrs Preston loves 
to be around her stu-
dents, creating and 

teaching them new 
concepts and mak-
ing learning more en-
joyable in every way 
possible. When she’s 
not changing lives in 
the classroom, she 
loves to watch Net-

flix, run, listen to 
podcasts, and spend 
time with her family.
 Before beginning 
her teaching career, 
Mrs. Preston attended 
Muleshoe High School 
and West Texas A&M 
University. This year 
will mark her elev-
enth year teaching 
and fifth year teaching 
here in Shallowater.
 Thank you, Mrs. 
Preston for all that you 
do for the students and 
community of SISD!

 This month’s edi-
tion of the community 
member spotlight was 
almost compromised 
due to February’s 
weather conditions, but 
fortunately we thought 
of a way to avoid that. 
February’s commu-
nity member spotlight 
does not fall on one 
specific person, but 
the entire community 
itself. The highlight of 
this month belongs to 
the Shallowater com-
munity, and the ways 
that we came togeth-
er to help each other 
through the snow and 
icy conditions that 
mid-February brought.

 Shallowater gave its 
all battling the snowy 
tundra that came upon 
us. Water was frozen, 
roads were unsafe, and 
power outages ram-
paged the area. As these 
disasters came upon us, 
families and groups of 
this small town started 
offering transporta-
tion, shelter, emotional 
support and so much 
more. Generators were 
borrowed, food and 
water were given, and 
help was available to 
neighbors struggling. 
 Shallowater mayor, 
Roy King Potter, stated, 
“Along with the safety 
of our community, we 

were concerned with 
the roads and the new 
water system. Moisture 
and extremely low tem-
peratures aren’t good for 
the roads. We weren’t 
sure how the water 
system would handle 
the low temperatures...
We were prepared, but 
thankfully, everything 
went just wonderful.”
 That cold, Febru-
ary week proved, once 
again, how great of a 
community Shallowa-
ter really is. This town 
holds a special place 
in all of our hearts, 
and it was amazing 
to see so many peo-
ple come together! 

 O’Reilly Auto 
Parts fills the Busi-
ness Spotlight for 
this month’s issue.
 The store, which 
recently opened a new 
location in Shallowa-
ter, offers many variet-
ies of auto parts and 
accessories, includ-
ing batteries, wind-
shield wipers, air fil-
ters, lightbulbs, car care 
products, and more.
 If you can’t find 
what you need in-store, 

they also have access to 
the O’Reilly warehouse 
in Lubbock to find you 
what you’re looking for, 
with same-day or one-
day delivery or pickup.
They also offer services 
such as battery changing 
and recycling, oil and 
filter recycling, brake 
rotor and drum turn-
ing, windshield wiper 
installment, oil level 
checks, and more. If you 
need help figuring out 
what’s wrong with your 

car when the check en-
gine light comes on, 
O’Reilly is more than 
happy to assess your ve-
hicle and help you turn 
in the right direction.
 If you’re interested 
in seeing what the new 
O’Reilly Auto Parts 
store has to offer, you 
can head to their newest 
location at 7435 High-
way 84, Shallowater, 
TX. We are so excited to 
welcome O’Reilly Auto 
Parts to Shallowater!

PRIDE Photographer: Brooklyn Haynes
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4th Graders Help Support Mustard Seed Ministries
PRIDE Journalist: McKinley Lamberson

Pictured above: Mrs. Kute’s 4th Grade class celebrating with mascot Stang

March 2021

 Mustard Seed 
Ministries is a 
non-profit orga-
nization that was 
formed 16 years 
ago by several 
churches in Shal-

lowater that simply 
wanted to be here 
to serve others. 
Their mission is to 
help others when 
they need a hand 
up, not a hand out.

  The non-profit 
collects clothing, 
furniture, house-
wares, and toys for 
families in need 
in our communi-
ty. Mustard seed 

hosts four events 
every year. In Feb-
ruary they host 
a hygiene hand-
out. Intermediate 
helped with this 
event by holding a 
drive for person-
al hygiene items. 
The class who 
brought the most 
items got to have 
a party and be fea-
tured in the weekly 
Shallowater Shine 
with our mascot, 
Stang. Mrs. Jenni-
fer Kute’s 4th grade 
class was the grand 
winner and was so 
excited to celebrate 
with Stang! A huge 
thank you to Mrs. 

Kute’s students for 
bringing so many 
personal hygiene 
products! In May, 
Mustard Seed 
Ministries hosts a 
snack help for kids 
at home during the 
summer, in Au-
gust they give away 
school supplies, 
and in Novem-
ber they hand out 
coats and blankets.
  Mustard Seed 
usually has about 
60 families attend 
each event. Food 
vouchers are given 
to qualifying fami-
lies every month 
as well as bill as-
sistance if Mustard 

Seed has the funds. 
In addition, Mus-
tard Seed delivers 
about 100 Christ-
mas food boxes.
 Mustard Seed 
Ministries is run 
completely by 
volunteers. They 
would be ecstatic to 
have groups come 
help them on Mon-
days or you can set 
up a time for your 
group that fits best 
with your sched-
ule. If you or your 
organization is in-
terested in volun-
teering or donat-
ing please contact 
Joni Kitchens for 
more information.


