
Honors English II Summer 2022 Reading – Mrs. Morris 

Your summer 2022 reading will be The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho. This is an approved 

text within our district’s adopted curriculum. It is appropriate in both grade level and 

themes/ideas. An alternative reading option will not be provided. 

Copies can be checked out from me, Mrs. Morris, before May 24 or you can use the PDF 

version uploaded in our Google Classroom (code below). Of course, you are always welcome to 

purchase your own copy – the one pictured below is the one we will be using in class. All 

reading must be completed prior to the first day of the 2022-2023 school year (August 16, 2022). 

Your novels will be returned to the class set that day, so it is mandatory that those novels are 

brought with you on your first day back. Please do not mark or annotate in these books as they 

are a class set. However, if there are interesting passages or passages you would like further 

explanation on, please mark them with a sticky note.  

Also, in our Google Classroom, you will be able to find a slideshow that gives some 

background information to better help your understanding of this novel. I recommend looking it 

over right before diving into your book. I will also have some guided reading questions posted. It 

is not necessary that you do these, but it will definitely help you as you take your comprehensive 

test over the novel during the first week back at school. 

 

This book will begin our unit on “magical realism,” a literary genre in which realistic 

narrative and naturalistic techniques are combined with surreal elements of dream or fantasy. 

This genre does an excellent job of blurring the line between reality and fantastical elements like 

ghosts, magic, or dreamlike creatures.  

Objective: The objective of summer reading for English II Honors is to provide students with an 

enriched text that directly relates to the first unit of study, while also challenging the student to 

think critically and on a level appropriate to an honors level course.  

1. Students will be able to understand the use of character development as a means of 

expressing cultural information. 

2. Students will be able to understand and use academic vocabulary related to texts. 

3. Students will be able to recognize and analyze elements of Magical Realism 

4. Students will be able to write a focused and structured essay in response to a thematic 

question. 

5. Students will be able to collaborate, build on others’ ideas, develop consensus, and 

communicate effectively. 

 

SUMMER READING CLASS CODE: uggrbku 

Join the Google Class to have access to The Alchemist PDF, handouts, review questions, etc. 

 



All Honors English II students will need to come to class prepared to discuss the following: 

You are not required to type or write these out; HOWEVER, when an assignment states you 

need to “come to class prepared to discuss the following” that means that while you read you 

took note (truly noted or mentally noted) of these things in the novel and have a full 

understanding of each. If you do annotate (either in your own purchased book or with sticky 

notes) while you read then these are also things you should mark.] 

• What are the omens used in the story and how are they used to move the story forward? 

• Discuss whether you think any comedy occurs in The Alchemist, then support your 

opinion. 

• What is the role of the fable in this particular story? 

• Discuss the caravan as a metaphor for life’s journey. 

• Comment on the balance between the use of a narrator and of an interior monologue in 

showing Santiago’s growth in the novel. 

• Identify static and dramatic characters in the story. 

 

How will you be assessed? 

1. All students will take an objective test the first week of school over the novel. This will 

be your first assessment grade of the six weeks. This test will cover everything from plot 

details to themes and symbols so while annotating the text and answering the Guided 

Reading questions are not requirements they will certainly help you do well on the exam. 

The grade you earn on the exam the first time around will be the grade that stands. There 

will not be an opportunity to reassess, which is why you must complete the novel and do 

so thoroughly. 

2. Students will then write an in-class analytical essay over the novel based on one of the 

novel’s themes. 

3. **You will also study and be able to identify the Literary Devices for Honors English 

II.  The full list is located on the Google Classroom page. You will be assessed on your 

knowledge of literary devices during the first 6 weeks of school. Making an online 

flashcard set on Quizlet will help you study for the test. 

 

You are welcome to email me with any questions throughout the summer: 

cecily.morris@bushlandisd.net. Please be patient when waiting for a response. If you wait until 

the week or weekend before school to read and/or buy the text and then run into a problem 

needing an answer from me, it is not guaranteed that you will receive a response immediately. 
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