
Honors English III Summer Reading
Mrs. Sherman

You will read The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne.

Copies of the novel can be checked out from Mrs. Sherman before May 27; students
can read from the PDF on Google Classroom (link below), or copies may be purchased
from Amazon or Barnes and Noble. (*there are many di�erent cover jackets to the novel).

All reading must be completed by the �rst day of 2021-2022 school year, and you will
need to bring your novel with you to class on the �rst day. You are not required to annotate
while you read, but if you feel it will help your comprehension and analysis of the text then
you are absolutely welcome to do so. (You may not annotate in school copies of the novel).

Notes on the novel: This selection is in preparation for your �rst unit in Honors English 3. The �rst
unit deals with Early America and will coincide with your DC US History course.  This book is usually regarded
as the �rst symbolic novel to be written in the United States. A symbol is an object used to represent something
other than itself. It is in his use of symbols in The Scarlet Letter that Hawthorne has made one of his most
distinctive and signi�cant contributions to the growth of American �ction. The novel follows early Puritan
settlers in Boston, Massachusetts. This is an approved text within our district’s adopted curriculum. It is
appropriate in both grade level and themes/ideas. An alternative reading option will not be provided.

Objective: The objective of summer reading for English III Honors is to provide students with an enriched text
that directly relates to the �rst unit of study, while also challenging the student to think critically and on a level
appropriate to an honors level course.

1. Students will be able to read texts that explore the attraction of fear in art and in life and develop their
own perspectives.

2. Students will be able to understand and use academic vocabulary related to texts.
3. Students will be able to recognize and analyze elements of Early American Literature.
4. Students will be able to write a focused and structured essay in response to a thematic question.
5. Students will be able to collaborate, build on others’ ideas, develop consensus, and communicate

e�ectively.

SUMMER READING CLASS CODE: lnxr2aq
Join the Google Class to have access to The Scarlet Letter book, handouts, review questions, etc.

All Honors English III students will need to cometo class prepared to discuss the following:
[You are not required to type or write these out; HOWEVER, when an assignment states you need to “come to
class prepared to discuss the following” that means that while you read you took note (truly noted or mentally
noted) of these things in the novel and have a full understanding of each.]
❖ Signi�cance of  TitleBrie�y discuss the signi�cance of the title. Is it an allusion to an event or

another work? How is the title of the piece thematically connected to the body of the work?
❖ Author Brie�y discuss the author and how the work re�ects the concerns of its creator. Who is

the author? What are his/her major themes issues? How does the work demonstrate concerns
important to the author and the social issues, values, and culture of his/her time?



❖ Setting Describe the time and place in which the action occurs. How is it related to the time
period in which the work was written? What is signi�cant about the setting?

❖ Plot Brie�y summarize the plot, using standard formats of basic plot structure as they may
apply: exposition, initial incident, rising action, turning point, climax, falling action, and
resolution. Discuss con�ict and any other devices that signi�cantly impact plot.

❖ Point of  ViewFrom what perspective is the story told? From what perspective does the
author approach the story?

❖ Characterization Identify the characters in order of importance (starting with protagonist
and antagonist) and describe them and their roles in the work. Discuss any characters that have
a signi�cant impact on the work. Be sure to include physical and psychological details in your
descriptions.

❖ Theme What are some of the issues presented? Identify and discuss any important messages
and ideas the author communicates in the work. Remember that themes are important ideas
conveyed—in order for an idea to be important (and, therefore, thematic) it must be repeated.

❖ Symbols & Literary Devices Identify and discuss symbols and literary devices used in the
work. How did these a�ect your understanding of the work? How are they important in their
connection to theme and meaning in the work? You should consider such devices as
symbolism, diction, metaphor, imagery, irony, and personi�cation.

❖ Quotes Know key quotes from the novel that can illuminate themes and symbols.
❖ Response Discuss your response to this work. Did you enjoy it? Why/Why not? What did it

mean to be an early American settler? How has American changed the most from the time of
early settlement until now? Most importantly, what connections are there between this work
and the world that you live in?

How will you be assessed?
1. All students will take an objective test the �rst week of school over the novel. This will be your first

assessment grade of the six weeks. This test will cover everything from plot details to themes and symbols,
so while annotating the text or taking notes is not a requirement, it will certainly help you do well on
the exam. The grade you earn on the exam will be the grade that stands. There will not be an
opportunity to reassess, which is why you must complete the novel and do so thoroughly.

2. Students will then write an in-class analytical essay over the novel based on one of the novel’s
themes/topics provided by your instructor.

3. **You will also study and be able to identify the Literary Devices for Honors Eng 3.  Full list is located
on the Google Classroom page. You will be assessed on your knowledge of literary devices during the
�rst 6 weeks of school.

You are welcome to email me with any questions throughout the summer: audra.sherman@bushlandisd.net
Please be patient with responses. If you wait until the week or weekend before school to read and/or buy the text
and then run into a problem needing an answer from me, it is not guaranteed that you will receive a response
immediately.
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