
Honors English II Summer Reading 
Mrs. McAnally 

You will read The Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson and the short stories linked below.  

 
Copies of the novel can be found on Amazon and in public libraries or Barnes and Noble.  

 
Required supplemental readings: 

Fall of the House of Usher by Edgar Allan Poe 
Beware: Do Not Read This Poem by Ishmael Reed 

Windigo by Louise Erdrich 
 

All readings must be completed by the first day of 2020-2021 school year, and you will need to bring your novel 
with you to class each day. You are not required to annotate while you read, but if you feel it will help your 
comprehension and analysis of the text then you are absolutely welcome to do so. While this chilling novel was 
the inspiration for the Netflix series and a few films, it is nothing like any of them so please do not think you can 
replace reading with watching. 
All Honors English II students will need to come to class prepared to discuss the following: 
❖ What is the allure of fear? 
❖ Why do some brains enjoy fear? 
❖ Themes of supernatural vs. psychological, fear and dissociation, and isolation 
❖ Although written in 1959, how would the story, themes, and characters change to become relevant for 

our modern world? 
❖ Most Gothic novels are written in an ornate style, but Jackson chooses a simplistic style with a 

conversational word choice. What does it add to this harrowing tale? Do you find that it detracts in 
some places? Finally, why do you think Jackson writes the novel in this style? Does she hit that mark 
successfully? 

❖ What is it about Hill House that allows it to consume Eleanor's sanity so efficiently? Or, what is it 
about Eleanor that allows Hill House to consume her sanity? 

 
You are welcome to email me with any questions throughout the summer: kyla.mcanally@bushlandisd.net 
 

https://www.ibiblio.org/ebooks/Poe/Usher.pdf
http://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/poetry/beware.html
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43086/windigo
mailto:kyla.mcanally@bushlandisd.net

