
Honors English II Summer Reading
Mrs. McAnally

You will read The Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson.

Copies of the novel can be found on Amazon and in public libraries or Barnes and Noble.

All reading must be completed by the �rst day of 2021-2022 school year, and you will need to bring your novel
with you to class each day. You are not required to annotate while you read, but if you feel it will help your
comprehension and analysis of the text then you are absolutely welcome to do so.  You may not annotate in
school copies of the novel; you will need your own copy if you choose to do this.
Notes on the novel: This novel is a true product of its time and has been named by readers and authors of this
same genre worldwide as one of the top 10 Gothic novels of all time. Published in 1959, Hill House has remained
a beloved “quiet” classic; meaning, it is not one that simply is “Googled” and a plethora of information can be
found about it. Sure, you will �nd essays written and criticisms/discussions of it and its presumed meaning, but
most of the information you will �nd comes from the fanbase of the Net�ix series. With the exception of names
and a few details of the house, the series is ABSOLUTELY NOTHING like the novel, as are the �lms. While
this chilling novel was the inspiration for the Net�ix series and a few �lms please do not think you can replace
reading with watching. As stated above, this book is a product of its time and does not contain graphic content.
This is an approved text within our district’s adopted curriculum. It is appropriate in both grade level and
themes/ideas. Alternative reading options will not be provided.

Objective: The objective of summer reading for English II Honors is to provide students with an enriched text
that directly relates to the �rst unit of study, while also challenging the student to think critically and on a level
appropriate to an honors level course.

1. Students will be able to read texts that explore the attraction of fear in art and in life and develop their
own perspectives.

2. Students will be able to understand and use academic vocabulary related to texts.
3. Students will be able to recognize and analyze elements of Gothic Literature.
4. Students will be able to write a focused and structured essay in response to a thematic question.
5. Students will be able to collaborate, build on others’ ideas, develop consensus, and communicate

e�ectively.



SUMMER READING CLASS CODE: aihskbj
Join the Google Class to have access to The Haunting of Hill House book, handouts, review questions,
etc.

All Honors English II students will need to come toclass prepared to discuss the following:
[You are not required to type or write these out; HOWEVER, when an assignment states you need to “come to
class prepared to discuss the following” that means that while you read you took note (truly noted or mentally
noted) of these things in the novel and have a full understanding of each. If you do annotate while you read then
these are also things you should mark.]
❖ What is the allure of fear?
❖ Why do some brains enjoy fear?
❖ Themes of supernatural vs. psychological, fear and dissociation, and isolation
❖ Although written in 1959, how would the story, themes, and characters change to become relevant for

our modern world?
❖ Most Gothic novels are written in an ornate style, but Jackson chooses a simplistic style with a

conversational word choice. What does it add to this harrowing tale? Do you �nd that it detracts in
some places? Finally, why do you think Jackson writes the novel in this style? Does she hit that mark
successfully?

❖ What is it about Hill House that allows it to consume Eleanor's sanity so e�ciently? Or, what is it
about Eleanor that allows Hill House to consume her sanity?

How will you be assessed?
1. All students will take an objective test the �rst week of school over the novel. This will be your first

assessment grade of the six weeks. This test will cover everything from plot details to themes and symbols
so while annotating the text is not a requirement it will certainly help you do well on the exam. The
grade you earn on the exam the �rst time around will be the grade that stands. There will not be an
opportunity to reassess, which is why you must complete the novel and do so thoroughly.

2. Students will then write an in-class analytical essay over the novel based on one of the novel’s
themes.

3. **You will also study and be able to identify the Literary Devices for Honors Eng II.  Full list is located
on the Google Classroom page. You will be assessed on your knowledge of literary devices during the
�rst 6 weeks of school. Making an online �ashcard set on Quizlet will help you study for the test.

You are welcome to email me with any questions throughout the summer: kyla.mcanally@bushlandisd.net
Please be patient with responses. If you wait until the week or weekend before school to read and/or buy the text
and then run into a problem needing an answer from me, it is not guaranteed that you will receive a response
immediately.
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