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Introduction and District Priorities

Bushland ISD looks forward to welcoming students back to school on August 17, 2021.

Despite the challenges faced with COVID-19 during the 20-21 school year, our district continued
to provide an excellent education for our students, which (for the 20-21 school year) included
both in-person and online/remote learning environments. As the public health crisis continues,
we have been planning for the opening of our 21-22 school year with a continued focus on the
academic needs of our students, as well as the health, safety, social/emotional well-being, and
mental health of our students, staff, and community.

For the 21-22 school year, Bushland ISD will implement a full return to on-campus,
face-to-face instruction and will eliminate remote/online instruction. Our plan follows
recommendations for school opening and operations provided by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Texas Education Agency (TEA), as well as state
and local health officials.

The situation with COVID-19 is continuously changing, as are the protocols and measures
needed to keep students and staff safe. Plans will remain flexible to accommodate potential
changes and this plan will be reviewed at least once every six months and/or modified as
needed. As adjustments may be necessary throughout the coming school year, it will be our
priority to keep the community informed of any changes or updates to this plan through
school messenger and the Bushland ISD website.

● Reviewed/Revised 8-12-2021
● Reviewed/Revised 9-7-2021

Our planning process continuously evolves around new information and guidance we receive
from multiple entities. We have and will consistently plan with the following key priorities and
focus areas in mind:

KEY PRIORITIES AND FOCUS AREAS

▸ Public Health and Safety
▸ Instructional Continuity
▸ Maintaining Workforce
▸ Social/Emotional Well-being
▸ Mental Health
▸ Equity
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▸ Innovation
▸ Communication

Feedback & Input: Surveys & Advisory
Groups

In preparation for effective planning in each key area of work, it was critical to receive feedback
from our families and teaching staff regarding their experiences during school closure in the
spring of 2020 and feedback on concerns and needs as we plan for the fall with a lens of
continuous improvement.

Families and staff were surveyed beginning July 15, 2020:
★ Participants - 551

Our survey - focused on seeking feedback on their overall health perspective, learning
environment, connectivity/technology, and what are the greatest concerns with returning to
school for the 20-21 school year

As we begin preparing for the 21-22 school year, we will be repurposing our Bushland ISD 20-21
Return to School Plan. The repurposing includes a new title, Bushland ISD Return to In-Person
Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan, and full alignment to all Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief (ESSER) III grant requirements.

One of the ESSER III requirements is to seek public input and comment on our plan.

Families and staff were surveyed beginning June 23, 2021:
★ Participants - 19

Our survey focused on seeking comments and feedback on the overall health perspective,
educational environment, and building environment.
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Instructional Information for Families

Bushland ISD will utilize instructional practices that provide consistency and
ensure the safety of students and staff are our top priority.

Bushland ISD is committed to ensuring that students have an equitable experience, access to
high quality instruction, and a continuity of services plan:

▸ Students will interact with instruction in an on-campus, face-to-face environment that
is specific to ensure equitable learning opportunities for all students.

▸ Bushland ISD will utilize the strategies and best practices associated with blended
learning to design learning activities for all students.

▸ Learning experiences are designed to meet the needs of the learner.
▸ Students will engage in high quality learning experiences aligned to Bushland ISD

curriculum and Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills. .

FACE-TO-FACE LEARNING
Students and staff will follow the Bushland ISD 21-22 school calendar for

attending school. Additional safety measures aligned with state and federal
guidelines and recommendations have been implemented.

▸ In this setting, teachers will provide on-campus, face-to-face instruction, learning
resources, and support utilizing Google Classroom.

▸ District-directed and campus-designed safety procedures have been implemented.
▸ Grades 6-12 students will be assigned schedules based on their course selections.
▸ For programs and support, such as Dyslexia services, intervention and some special

education services, students may go to another classroom to receive the instructional
support in a small group setting.

▸ All special education settings will be reviewed on an individual basis to maximize the
health and safety of all students within the classroom to meet the individual needs of
the students which may include modifications to the classroom setting and review of
the daily schedule.

CONTINUITY OF SERVICES
Students who are unable to attend on-campus face-to-face instruction due to illness or
quarantine may submit to their teacher a request asking for upcoming assignments to be
provided in advance. Or, students may follow the Student Handbook guidelines regarding
submission of assignments following an absence. Additional tutorials will be available for
students after an extended absence period and for students in need of additional learning
opportunities. Each campus will have a dedicated time during the normal instructional day to
address learning loss/enrichment for all K-12 students.
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English as a Second Language Instruction
The needs of our English learners will be met with ESL certified teachers in required areas and
with additional support as determined by the LPAC committee. The instructional needs of each
student are different and support will be determined based on English language proficiency
levels of each student. There will be a focus on language acquisition as well as content
progress in order to support the progress for each English learner.

Gifted and Talented Services
Students who have been identified to receive gifted and talented services will continue to
receive those services in accordance with BISD Gifted and Talented Services agreement.

Intervention and Enrichment
Intervention, enrichment, and tutorial time will be scheduled regularly for students to best
meet their academic needs. During this time, students may engage in assigned group activities,
project-based learning activities, small group or individual instruction. Teachers will
communicate their plan for the designated time with students.

Special Education Support
ARD Committees will determine the unique needs of students who receive special education
services and will make service recommendations for students. Progress will be carefully
monitored and ARD Committees will convene as needed to make appropriate
recommendations to meet individual student needs. This will support meaningful progress for
all students based on their individual goals and programming.

Social Emotional Student Supports
BISD counselors are available to support students academically, socially, and emotionally.
Counselors are prepared and ready to provide mental health support and resources for families
who may be struggling emotionally.

In addition to providing individual and group counseling, counselors also provide behavioral
health and wellness-based classroom guidance lessons for all students. These lessons include:

● Orientation counseling
● Bullying/Cyberbullying prevention
● Harassment
● Violence prevention/Conflict Resolution
● College, Career, Military Readiness (CCMR)
● Suicide Prevention/Mental Health
● Drug Prevention
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Prevention and Response Protocols

Considering the pandemic is an ever-changing situation, the district may need to change
protocols at any time to address specific needs and circumstances in order to protect the
health and safety of students, employees and the community. Please note, health guidance
cannot anticipate every unique situation. As a result, Bushland ISD will continue to consult
available guidance through governmental agencies and other information deemed relevant to
monitor the situation. The district will comply with applicable federal and state employment
and disability laws, workplace safety standards, and accessibility standards to address
individual needs.

The wearing of a mask or face shield is optional by staff, students, and visitors.

All plexi-glass dividers will be removed from cafeterias.

The Plexi-glass dividers will remain in computer labs and front office areas of each campus
and administration facilities.

Preparation for the Opening of School

Each Bushland ISD campus will have one person designated as the COVID-19 contact person.
Elementary:
Kelli Wigington kelli.wigington@bushlandisd.net
Middle School:
Gary Murphy  gary.murphy@bushlandisd.net
High School:
Cody Strickland cody.strickland@bushlandisd.net

Bushland ISD will ensure all staff, resources, and supplies are prepared for opening school,
including but not limited to assignment of staff, proper training, and stocking inventory of
necessary supplies.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) provides guidance, recommendations and
resources to assist with plans and protocols for health and safety. Bushland ISD will implement
health and safety plans that include:
▸ Ensuring adequate supply inventory (e.g., cleaning supplies, hand sanitizer, etc.)
▸ Cleaning with products approved by governing authorities and per guidelines from the

Environmental Protection Agency
▸ Ensuring compliance with CDC, Health and Human Services, the Texas Education Agency

and other jurisdictional policies

mailto:kelli.wigington@bushlandisd.net
mailto:cody.strickland@bushlandisd.net
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▸ Providing communication of procedures and expectations upon entering facilities and
throughout buildings

Protocols for Screening and Isolation
General
All students and staff will be screened for COVID-19 symptoms daily and individuals with
symptoms will be separated and sent home.
Screening Protocols
▸ Staff will be required to complete a self-screening prior to entering a Bushland ISD

facility. Bushland ISD may require further screening of employees at any time based on
current state and federal guidelines. Staff must report to their immediate supervisor if
they have COVID-19 symptoms or are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and if so, they must
remain off campus until the below conditions for re-entry are met. Additionally, staff
must report to their immediate supervisor if they had close contact (as defined below)
with an individual who is lab-confirmed with COVID-19, and, if so, must remain off
campus until the below conditions for re-entry are met.

▸ A parent or guardian will be required to screen their child for COVID-19 symptoms each
day prior to sending him/her to school. Parents must ensure they do not send a child to
school if the child has COVID-19 symptoms (as listed in this document) or is
lab-confirmed with COVID-19, until the below conditions for re-entry are met.

▸ Staff and students should not enter campuses or district facilities if any of the following
apply. The individual is:
▹ Sick or has been sick in the past 14 days. Symptoms to watch for: Have they

recently begun experiencing any of the following in a way that is not normal for
them;  fever (100.0°F or higher), cough, shortness of breath/difficulty breathing,
chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, fatigue, congestion/running nose,
nausea/diarrhea, new loss of taste or smell.

▹ Has a confirmed case of COVID-19 or has been in close contact with a person
with a confirmed case of COVID-19. These individuals must follow all isolation
and quarantine guidelines from the local health authority or their physician.

▹ Has a household member who has COVID-19 symptoms or is awaiting COVID-19
test results, or who is awaiting their own test results.

▹ Has traveled internationally or on a cruise in the past 14 days. These individuals
must follow current CDC self-quarantine recommendations.

▸ Elementary and secondary students will have random temperature checks throughout
the day.

▸ Weekly reminders about COVID-19 symptoms and health checks will be provided in
employee and family communication.

▸ Teachers will monitor students and refer students to the nurse if symptoms are present.

Isolation Protocols
▸ For students displaying symptoms of COVID-19 or feeling feverish, the school nurse will

provide a clinical assessment and complete a temperature check to determine if and
when a student needs to be sent home.
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▸ Students who are ill will be separated from their peers and should be picked up within
30 minutes and no later than 0ne (1) hour from the time the campus has contacted the
parent/guardian.

▸ Other students will be removed from the classroom and taken to an alternate location
on campus (go on a walk outside, move to a different classroom, etc) so that the
classroom can be disinfected.

▸ If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school
must notify its local health department, in accordance with applicable federal, state
and local laws and regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA).

▸ Schools must close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the
lab-confirmed case (student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those
areas can be disinfected, unless more than seven (7) days have passed since that
person was on campus.

▸ Bushland ISD must exclude students from attending school in person who are actively
sick with COVID-19 or who have received a positive test result for COVID-19.

▸ Bushland ISD will not conduct contact tracing.
▸ Staff members displaying COVID-19 symptoms will follow district protocols including

isolation from students and other staff members.
▸ Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19 will be permitted to return to

school when (Re-Entry Requirements):
▹ They are one (1) day (24 hours) fever-free without using fever-reducing

medication; and
▹ Improved symptoms (cough, difficulty breathing, etc.); and
▹ 10 days have passed since symptoms began.

In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who is not
evaluated by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, such individual is assumed to have
COVID-19, and the individual may not return to the campus until the individual has completed
the same re-entry requirements listed above.
If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school before
completing the above stay at home period, the individual must either (a) obtain a medical
professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on an alternative diagnosis or (b)
obtain an acute infection test at an approved testing location
(https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/) that comes back negative for COVID-19.
If the individual has tested positive for COVID-19 and believes the test was a false positive, and
wants to return to school before completing the above stay at home period, the individual
must either (a) obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on
an alternative diagnosis, or (b) obtain two PCR acute infection tests (at a physician’s office) at
least 24 hours apart that come back negative for COVID-19.

This document refers to “close contact” with an individual who is lab-confirmed to have
COVID-19. The definition of close contact is evolving with the understanding of COVID-19, and
individual  scenarios should be determined by an appropriate public health agency.
In general, close contact is defined as:
a. being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on); or
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b. being within 6 feet for a total of approximately 15 minutes throughout the course of a day;
however, additional factors like case/contact masking (i.e., both the infectious individual and
the potential close contact have been consistently and properly masked), ventilation, presence
of dividers, and case symptomology may affect this determination.
Either (a) or (b) defines close contact if it occurred during the infectious period of the case,
defined as two days prior to symptom onset to 10 days after symptom onset. In the case of
asymptomatic individuals who are lab-confirmed with COVID-19, the infectious period is
defined as two days prior to the confirming lab test and continuing for 10 days following the
confirming lab test.

Stay-at-Home Period for Close Contacts of Individuals Who Tested
Positive
People who have tested positive for COVID-19 within the past 3 months and recovered do not
have to quarantine or get tested again as long as they do not develop new symptoms.

People who develop symptoms again within 3 months of their first bout of COVID-19 may need
to be tested again if there is no other cause identified for their symptoms.

People who have been in close contact with someone who has COVID-19 are not required to be
quarantined if they have been fully vaccinated against the disease and show no symptoms.

For vaccination information, contact your personal health care provider, local pharmacist, or
CDC.

The CDC and TEA have amended their guidance to allow two shorter options for the
stay-at-home period. Based on current CDC guidance, the stay-at-home period can end for
individuals experiencing no symptoms:

● On Day 10 after close contact exposure without testing,
● On Day 7 after close contact exposure and after receiving a negative test result.

If individuals return to school from these shorter stay-at-home windows, they should regularly
monitor themselves for symptoms to ensure they remain symptom-free and take appropriate
precautions (e.g., more consistent mask usage) for the duration of the 14-day incubation
period.

Finally, the CDC has also advised that critical infrastructure services—which includes
schools—may permit close contact staff members who are asymptomatic to continue to work in
select instances when it is necessary to preserve school operations. Per the CDC, this option
should be used only in limited circumstances. When using this option, school systems may
consider adding additional protocols to increase monitoring for these individuals, which will
require COVID-19 Rapid Testing be performed periodically for ten (10) days post-exposure.
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Considering all of the above, school systems may apply any of the following stay-at-home
periods to those individuals who are identified as close contacts, in the absence of specific
control orders issued by their local health authority regarding the identified individuals.
Specifically, the stay-at-home period can be:

● 10 days after the last close contact, so long as they continue to monitor themselves
daily for symptoms and take appropriate precautions through day 14

● 7 days after the last close contact, after receiving a negative test result (administered at
least 5 days after the last close contact), so long as they continue to monitor
themselves daily for symptoms and take appropriate precautions through day 14

● For staff who are necessary to preserve school operations, school systems can choose
not to require any stay-at-home period, so long as the affected staff continue to
monitor themselves daily for symptoms and take appropriate precautions which will
require COVID-19 Rapid Testing be performed periodically for ten (10) days post
exposure.

● 14 days after the last close contact

Protocols for Campus Visitors
Campus staff should consider utilizing virtual meeting options to limit campus visitors. At this
time, parents should contact the school via e-mail and phone to communicate with school
personnel. Access to the campus by volunteers/visitors/parents will be limited to the front
office and will be subject to additional screening procedures listed below.
Visitor Screening
▸ Must be for a school-related event.
▸ All visitors will be subject to screening before entering any Bushland ISD facility.
▸ Virtual communication may be used to conduct meetings such as PTA meetings, ARDs,

LPAC, etc.
▸ If visitors have COVID-19 symptoms, or are lab confirmed with COVID-19, they must

remain off campus until they meet the criteria for re-entry.
▸ Only Individuals hired for facility repairs are permitted to proceed beyond the reception

area and must follow all safety and campus protocols.

Protocols for Disinfecting and Hand Sanitizing
Frequent disinfection and hand sanitizing will aid the health and wellness of students and
staff.

Hand Washing/Sanitizing Expectations
▸ Hand sanitizer stations will be provided at the main entry to campuses, classrooms,

cafeterias, and common areas throughout each campus.
▸ Staff and students will be encouraged to regularly wash or sanitize their hands.
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Disinfecting Expectations
▸ Staff will have access to disinfectant solutions to sanitize high-touch and working

surfaces and shared objects frequently.
▸ Staff will limit the use of shared supplies when possible.

Protocols for Campus Cleaning and Disinfecting
Frequent cleaning and disinfection will support a healthy learning and work environment for
students and staff.

Daily Campus Cleaning
▸ Each classroom and restroom will be cleaned and disinfected.
▸ All high-touch areas will be disinfected throughout the day.
▸ Cafeterias will be disinfected between lunch periods.
▸ Staff and students will have access to disinfecting items to sanitize working surfaces,

shared objects, and high-touch areas after use and during breaks in instruction.

Restrooms
▸ Campus staff should implement plans based on their individual campus needs to limit

the number of students that enter the bathroom at one time.
▸ Increased disinfecting by custodial staff will occur throughout the school day.
▸ Staff and students must wash hands with soap and water prior to exiting the restroom.
▸ Visuals indicating proper handwashing techniques and social distancing will be

displayed to consistently reinforce this practice.

Protocols for Common Areas and Meetings
Common areas include spaces that are used for meetings and collaboration. This includes
computer labs, flexible spaces, conference rooms, and other meeting areas.
▸ Hand sanitizer stations will be placed at all common area entrances.
▸ Classes/grade levels will sign up to reserve common areas.
▸ Campuses will develop schedules and follow protocols for the use of common areas,

including how to sanitize the space between use. When needed, students will bring
personal supplies from the classroom.

▸ There will be procedures for students to sanitize their spaces before and after usage.
▸ Number of students in a common area will be based upon social distancing practices

when feasible.
▸ Visual reminders will be displayed for social distancing throughout common areas.

Informational graphics and markers will be posted to help with social distancing.
▸ The use of virtual meetings/videoconferencing is preferred when possible, including

PTA meetings, ARDs, LPAC, booster club meetings, and events.
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▸ When necessary, administration must create a plan for PTA/booster club visitation and
areas of use for meetings to adhere to COVID-19 district, campus, UIL, and CDC safety
protocols.

▸ If meetings must be held in person, social distancing protocols will be implemented:
▹ Six-feet social distancing when possible
▹ Limiting the sharing of materials/supplies

Protocols for Positive COVID-19 Cases on Campus
▸ If a classroom or facility is closed due to COVID-19 spread, disinfectant, which is

recommended for use on the virus that causes COVID-19, will be used to sanitize and
disinfect.

▸ Custodial staff will sanitize and disinfect classrooms, restrooms, athletics, fine arts
areas and additional areas throughout the school facility.

▸ If an individual who has been in a school is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19, the school
must notify its local health departments, in accordance with applicable federal, state
and local laws and regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).

▸ The school will identify individuals deemed a “close contact”, notify these individuals
by phone, and quarantine these individuals, as recommended by CDC, for 14 days.

▸ Schools must close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the
lab-confirmed case (student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those
areas can be disinfected, unless more than 7 days have already passed since that
person was on campus.

▸ Consistent with school notification requirements for other communicable diseases, and
consistent with legal confidentiality requirements, schools must notify all teachers,
staff, and families of all students in a school if a lab-confirmed COVID-19 case is
identified among students, teachers or staff who participate on any on-campus
activities.

Campus Mitigation Protocols

Training
On the first day a student attends school on campus, campus staff will provide instruction to
the student on appropriate hygiene practices and other mitigation practices adopted in the
local school system. To include the practice of covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue, and
if not available, to cover a cough or sneeze with their elbows. Used tissues should be thrown in
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the trash, hands should be washed immediately with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or
hand sanitizer should be used.

Safety Training for Protocols & Procedures

Student ▸ Students will participate in training specific to newly adopted health and
safety protocols.

▸ All students will be trained on information about COVID-19 screening,
identification of symptoms, prevention of spread, and sanitation of work
areas.

▸ If a student is experiencing symptoms they need to immediately notify a
teacher.

Parent ▸ Parents are asked to talk to their students about COVID-19 symptoms and
prevention strategies.

▸ Parents are asked to read all campus and District communication about
health and safety protocols and to reinforce with their children.

Teacher/Staff ▸ Teachers will develop classroom procedures consistent with TEA, District,
and CDC guidance.

▸ All staff will be trained on COVID screening, identification of symptoms,
prevention of spread, and sanitation of work areas.

▸ All staff will monitor students and those who exhibit symptoms will be
directed to the campus nurse.

Additional Items

School Arrival & Dismissal
Arrival: When possible, separate entrances will be utilized for car riders, bus riders, and
walkers. Campus staff will be utilized to maintain a line of sight in hallways and distancing of
hallway cohorts. Students will go to the designated areas set by each campus. Parents will not
be allowed to walk students to classrooms.

Dismissal: Campus will designate staggered dismissal groups. Sanitizer stations will be placed
at each exit and students will be encouraged to sanitize hands prior to exit. Sibling connections
at Elementary campuses will be arranged on a case-by-case basis. Separate exits will be
utilized for car riders, bus riders, and walkers. Parents picking up students during the day will
be required to call ahead so that students can be sent or accompanied to parent vehicles upon
arrival. Office staff will complete student sign-out, documenting both the time the student left
the building, as well as the time the parent requested for early dismissal.
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Bus Transportation

Transportation COVID-19 Protocols:

The Bushland ISD Transportation Department offers the following guidance to parents and
caregivers regarding school bus transportation for daily bus routes as well as field trips. Bus
routes will run at regular capacity. Although the district is implementing the safety protocols and
disinfecting efforts described below, families are encouraged to drop students off, carpool, or
walk with their child to school to reduce possible exposure on buses.

General Education/Special Needs/Shuttle Loading and Unloading Procedures 
Bus Stop Expectations
▸ Students should practice social distancing, whenever possible (if there is adequate space

and it is safe to do so) while waiting for, approaching, or exiting the school bus.
▸ Students should NOT share food, drinks, or personal devices.
▸ Hand sanitizer stations will be provided near the bus entrance/exit.
▸ Students will be encouraged to use hand sanitizer when entering and exiting the bus.
▸ Seating:  When boarding, students will be seated starting from the back seats, then toward

the front.
▹ Considerations for siblings & younger students mixed with older students.

▸ Bus in motion rules:  Standard Bushland ISD bus rules apply.
▸ Unloading will start from the front of the bus to the back.

Disinfecting Protocol
▸ Transportation staff will spray bus interiors and wipe down seats and high-touch areas with

disinfectant on a daily basis.
▸ Weather conditions permitting, various bus windows and the roof hatch will be opened to

allow outside air to circulate in the bus. 

General Building Arrival

Student ▸ Hand sanitizer stations are provided at each building entrance and students
are encouraged to use the hand sanitizer and/or wash hands upon arrival.

▸ Campuses will plan for entry, exit, and transition procedures that reduce
large group gatherings (of students and/or adults) in close proximity.

▸ Students will be assigned to report to a specific area and will be expected
to adhere to schedules for morning arrival.

▸ When using the cafeteria, students should practice social distancing.
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▸ Students are expected to maintain social distancing when exiting
designated waiting areas.

Parent ▸ A parent or guardian will be required to screen their child for COVID-19
symptoms each day prior to sending him/her to school.

▸ Parents are encouraged to talk with their child about the health benefits of
covering a cough or sneeze.

▸ Parents are encouraged to talk with their child about the health benefits of
social distancing at school, as well as the health benefits of washing their
hands, and/or using hand sanitizer.

Teacher/Staff ▸ Campus staff are required to complete the self-screening prior to arriving
on campus.

▸ Staff members will be assigned to supervise students reporting to multiple
areas for morning arrival (gym, cafeteria, library, large spaces).

▸ Staff will dismiss student cohorts encouraging social distancing.

Cafeteria - Breakfast and Lunch
Meal Information: The Bushland ISD Food and Nutritional Services Department will follow all
Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) regulations.

Campus administration will determine areas that may be utilized for lunch. These areas could
include classrooms, the library, or other large areas within the school building.
Staff will monitor the cafeteria and hallways to promote social distancing. Cafeteria capacity
will be based on current guidelines. Posted signage and staff will reinforce social distancing
and traffic patterns.

Hand sanitizing stations will be available at entrances and exits of the cafeteria. No third-party
food deliveries will be accepted at any campus. In the event your child forgets their lunch, a
parent may contact the campus and arrange dropping-off a lunch from home. This lunch
cannot be from a third party.

Seating & Directions

Student ▸ Students will be expected to follow campus guidelines for cafeteria
procedures.

▸ Students are not allowed to share food or drinks
▸ Students will be seated according to a seating plan for students consistent

with social distancing guidelines
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▸ All students are encouraged to wash hands or use hand sanitizer prior to
entering the cafeteria.

▸ Students are encouraged to read and adhere to the expectations and posted
directional prompts/signs to ensure proper social distancing.

Parent ▸ At this time, mealtime visitors will not be permitted in the school cafeterias.
▸ Parents will not be permitted to drop-off student lunches during the school

day. Please ensure your child brings their lunch or eats in the cafeteria.
▸ Parents are encouraged to speak to their children about safety protocols and

social distancing.
▸ Parents are asked to read and be familiar with all school communication

regarding health and safety protocols.
▸ When sending lunch to school with students, include only items that students

will not need assistance opening.

Teacher/Staff ▸ Signs will be posted to ensure appropriate social distancing in cafeteria lines.
▸ A seating plan for students will be followed for social distancing.
▸ Assigned staff will supervise students in cafeteria lines, direct students to

open seats, and ensure that students maintain desired social distance.

Breakfast &
Lunch

▸ Lunch will be available daily on scheduled school days.
▸ Breakfast will be available daily on scheduled school days at participating

campuses.
▸ Menu items will be placed in pre-packaged containers for students to take to

designated locations within the school building.
▸ Students will be charged based on their eligibility status.

▹ District charge policy will be enforced.
▸ Online payments and prepayments are preferred methods of payment.

Continuity of Food Services
Students who have been placed in quarantine will have the opportunity to pick up sack
lunches to cover the duration of their quarantine. These students must notify their campus
office by 9:00 a.m. of the first day of quarantine if they are planning to pick up these lunches.
Transportation will not be provided.

Standard Classroom Procedures
Classroom protocols and procedures will include expectations regarding not sharing school
supplies, social distancing, group work, and hand washing or sanitizing, etc. Staff will ensure
high-touch areas in the classroom are sanitized throughout the day. All classrooms will be
outfitted with:
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▸ Visual reminders of social distancing expectations.
▸ Refillable hand sanitizer stations.
▸ Access to disinfectant to sanitize working surfaces.

In addition to the above, the following measures will be taken in every classroom:
▸ Whenever possible, students and staff will maintain consistent groupings of people to

minimize the spread of the virus.
▸ Technology should be utilized when students are involved in collaborative work.
▸ Group or pair work can be implemented while maintaining social distancing.
▸ In classroom spaces that allow it, students desks will be placed a minimum of six feet

apart when feasible.
▸ In classrooms where students are regularly within six feet of one another, schools

should plan for more frequent hand washing and/or hand sanitizing and should
consider whether increased airflow from the outdoors is possible.

▸ The use of outdoor space for learning will be considered when possible. Classroom
groups working outside will practice social distancing.

Classroom Training

Student ▸ Students will participate in training specific to newly adopted health and safety
protocols.

Parent ▸ Parents are asked to read all school communication regarding health and safety
protocols.

Teacher/Staff ▸ Teachers will receive training to deliver classroom lessons on health protocols.

Classroom Setup

Student
▸ Students will be expected to adhere to class and school-wide protocols that are

consistent with CDC guidelines.
▸ Students will avoid sharing school supplies and will sanitize shared items after

each use.
▸ Hand sanitizer stations will be available  in every classroom and throughout the

campus.

Teacher/Staff ▸ Teachers will post signs with clear class protocols that are consistent with CDC
guidelines and school-wide protocols.

▸ Teachers will limit student movement within the classroom such as turning in
assignments, materials being passed out, etc.

▸ Teachers will create seating arrangements to ensure social distancing.
Consistent with TEA guidance.

▸ Teachers will create systems to limit the sharing of items.
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Water Fountains
Use water fountains only to refill water bottles.

Water Fountain Usage

Student ▸ Students are expected to bring their own clear reusable water bottle for use
throughout the day and expected to take water bottles home to be cleaned
on a daily basis.

▸ Water bottles are for clear water only

Parent ▸ Parents are asked to secure a reusable water bottle for their child to bring to
school on a daily basis.

▸ Parents are asked to assist students, as needed, to clean water bottles on a
daily basis.

Teacher/Staff ▸ Develop and demonstrate how students should fill water bottles instead of
drinking directly from the water fountains.

▸ Monitor that students take water bottles home to be cleaned.

Recess
Administrators will provide training for staff on guidelines and procedures associated with
outdoor play and student activities. Administrators will develop a schedule for students to
access the playground equipment. Teachers will monitor students to ensure safety guidelines
are followed. Campuses will limit the number of students per recess group. Staggered
schedules and classroom groups will be utilized.

Guidelines for Outdoor Play

▸ Students will practice social distancing guidelines.
▸ All students and staff will be encouraged to wash their hands or use hand sanitizer before

recess and when returning to their classroom.

Elementary Specialized Classrooms/Areas

Elementary Specials

Music
▸ Appropriate social distancing measures will be followed where possible.
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▸ Individual manipulative packets will be provided to minimize the sharing of
materials.

▸ Musical instruments, mallets and other equipment will be sanitized daily.

PE
▸ Whenever possible, Physical Education classes will be held outside to allow for

maximum social distance between students.
▸ Inside PE equipment will be sanitized daily.
▸ Hand sanitizing areas and access to handwashing will be provided.

Art
▸ Appropriate social distancing practices will be followed.
▸ Individual art supply kits will be utilized to avoid sharing equipment, tools and

materials as much as possible.
▸ Art materials will be sanitized daily.

Library
▸ Visual reminders will be posted and furniture arranged to promote students'

social distancing while in the library.
▸ Hand sanitizing stations will be available at all library entrances.
▸ High-touch surfaces (e.g., table tops, chairs, door handles, etc.) will be sanitized

daily.

Secondary Specialized Classrooms & Extracurriculars
All extra-curricular practices and contests will be conducted following safety protocols
provided by CDC, BISD, UIL, and TEA.
All students will communicate with Athletic Trainers, Coaches, Directors, or Instructors to notify
them of any exposure or positive tests.

Secondary Specialized Classrooms and Extracurricular Programming

Physical
Education

▸ Whenever possible, physical education classes will be held outside to allow
for maximum social distance between students.

▸ Procedures will be implemented in the locker rooms to support social
distancing.

▸ Equipment will be sanitized daily.
▸ Sanitizing stations or access to handwashing will be provided.
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Athletics ▸ In-season and off-season activities will follow the most current guidelines
available.

▸ Coaches will provide an orientation of protocols and expectations for
students at the beginning of their respective season(s).

▸ Specific entrances and exits of athletic facilities will be utilized by students
for appropriate separation and distancing. Signage will be posted as a visual
reminder for students.

▸ Athletic equipment and uniforms will be issued to athletes. Game issued
uniforms and practice uniforms will be laundered at campus by coaching staff
following proper protocols.

▸ Equipment will be sanitized daily.
▸ Athletic areas (locker rooms) will be sanitized daily.
▸ Water breaks will occur using disposable cups or individualized water bottles.

Coaches will organize water breaks with safety and efficiency in mind. Athletes
on teams with smaller numbers such as volleyball and basketball may bring
their own reusable water bottle clearly marked with their name. Sharing of
water or sports drinks will not be allowed at any time.

Cheer/
Drill Team

▸ Practices and performances will be conducted following safety protocols
provided by CDC, BISD, UIL and TEA.

▸ Students are expected to maintain social distancing in all activities and
should avoid congregating in groups when possible.

▸ Dance, cheer and drill team students will be encouraged to bring their own
water bottle and a personal towel to wipe perspiration.

▸ Cheer and Drill Team students will not share equipment/props (i.e. pom poms,
megaphones, etc.)

Fine Arts ▸ Practice sessions, sectionals and rehearsals will be conducted following safety
protocols provided by CDC, BISD, UIL and TEA.

▸ Performances/exhibitions may be adjusted based on health and safety
guidelines provided by an authorized entity (e.g. CDC, BISD, TEA, UIL, etc.)
including but not limited to limitation of the venue, transportation
procedures, number of attendees, and the orientation of concerts.

▸ Fine arts performances will be streamed online when possible, based on
available technology and copyright limitations.

School Events and Activities
Guidelines for School Wide Events/Activities
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▸ Administration will follow all BISD, TEA, UIL and CDC guidelines in regards to games,
practices, etc.

▸ Some athletic events may be live streamed and/or occur virtually.
▸ PTA and Boosters must collaborate with and seek district approval from

campus/district administration prior to planning any event.

Hallways and Lockers

Classroom Transitions, Hallways & Lockers

Elementary ▸ Students are encouraged to observe and follow school hall traffic flow
directions while maintaining social distancing.

▸ Where possible, one-way traffic throughout campus corridors will be
established.

▸ In two-way halls students are expected to stay to the far right of the hall
when walking.

▸ Students will be assigned a locker.

Secondary ▸ Students are expected to observe and follow school hall traffic flow
directions while maintaining social distancing guidelines.

▸ To prevent congregating during transition times, students will not be
assigned an academic locker and will be permitted to bring backpacks to
class. Students wanting a locker may request a locker at their campus
office. Lockers will be issued in a pattern to encourage social distancing
when feasible.

▸ In two-way halls students are expected to stay to the far right of the hall
when walking.

▸ Visuals will be posted to help students maintain social distances and
adhere to established campus traffic flow in hallways.

▸ Students should immediately report to their next class and not
congregate in the hallway.
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Emergencies and Drills
Bushland ISD will continue to follow the Standard Response Protocol (SRP) and its emergency
actions of Lockout, Lockdown, Evacuate and Shelter.

▸ Administration will implement a protocol to assign each physical classroom to one of two
groups (“Odd Group” / “Even Group”), designated by room number.

▸ An administrator will provide instructions via intercom prior to drill, notifying staff and
students that a drill is commencing. Once the drill begins classes will be evacuated by
campus protocol using even or odd numbered rooms. This type of drill practice will allow
social distancing by reducing pedestrian load in hallways and exit points. At the conclusion
of the drill, the odd/even rooms will stagger their re-entry to the building to maintain
social distancing.

Note: this process can be implemented for other drills or campus activities where
reducing hallway load is needed. After each drill, staff and students will be
reminded that in an actual emergency, they must exit/evacuate without delay and
without a staggered exit/evacuation.

▸ Actual Emergencies: Administration will emphasize that social distancing will not be
required during an actual emergency such as a fire, lockdown, shelter for dangerous
weather, evacuation, etc.


